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COLUITS. 3; 19: 
And whatſoever ye do in word, or in deed, do all in the Name of 


the Lord Feſus. 
VV a great Importance ; indeed of an univerſal concern- 
| ment ; ſuch as muſt go along with, muſt run through 
 Mour Words and all our Attions. We are therefore much obliged, and 
much concerned to attend thereto, and to praQule it carefully. But firſt 
ve muſt underſtand what it is ; the doing whereof depends upon un- 
dr{tanding the ſenſe of that phraſe (doing in the name of Jeſus) being 
fmewhat ambiguous, and capable of divers meanings ; which both in 
common uſe, and in H. Scripture we find it to bear different, according 
tothe variety of matters or occaſions to which it is applyed ; moſt of 
hich are comprehended,, and (as it were) complicated in that general 
' ore, according to which we may be ſaid to do that in another perſon's 
name, which we do with any kind ob reference or regard to him ; ſuch 
% Our relations, or our obligations, to that perſon do require; and the 
particular nature of the ation doth admit. And according to this accep- 
tion I conceive. it ſafeſt and beſt to interpret Saint Pau/*s meaning here, 
ſy poſing it to comprehend all the more ſpecial, and reftrained meanings 
of this phraſe, truly applicable to the preſent matter ; of which meanings 
| ſhall endeavour in order to propound the chief; and together, both to 
unfold and to inculcate the ſeveral reſpeCtive branches of this duty, Yet 
firſt Mw all rejecting one or two, which cannot well be applied to this 
purpoſe, | 
Todo in another's name,doth ſometimes denote the aſſuming another's 


Hatſoever ye do in word, or deed : A Duty: we ſee. the Apo- 
ſtle injoyns us of a large extent, and therefore ſurely of 


Perſon, or pretending to be the ſame with him, the very He. So, many Matt. 24 5- 


come in my name, (Propheſied our Saviour) ſaying, 1 am Chriſt : To 

do thus in Jeſus his Name, is the part of an Antichriſt, and an Impoſtor. 
That ſence therefore hath nothing to do here. 

_ , Again; todo in anothers Name, 'doth often imply doing a/terizs loca, 

or vice; in another's Name, or ſtead, as a deputy, or ſubſtitute ; repre- 

enting the Perſon, or ſupplying the office of another, So did the Prophets 

B come 


_—— —— 


mw 
he —_—_—_——__—— : 


_ "Toy | : ©: MED 7" 
Jer. 7. 13+ 26- come, aud {peak in Goa's Name ; what they declared, or injoined, bein 
a 


5: 14-14 therefore {aid tobe declared, and injoined by God himſelf : 7 /pake unto / 


am, Go | LoP3 


0. 5. 34 riſing up early, and ſpeaking (viz. by the Prophets, whom he ſent, a 
Matt. 10. 4 Kc a iid to come and ſpeak in his Name,) And thus the A 


ſpake in Chriſt's Name : We are Ambaſſadours for Chriſt ; we pray you in 


Rom. 13-4 Chris ſtead, be reconciled. Thus alfo Princes govern, and Magiſtrates 

Deut. 1- 17+ execute Juſtice in God's Name ; whence they are ſtiled Gods, as being his 
Lieutenants, adminiſtring that Judgment, which belongs originally ang 
principally to him. Now for this ſens, neither is it {0 Proper, or conve. 
nient here ; it agreeing only to ſome particular Perſons, and to ſome pecy. 
liar Attions of them ; inſomuch, that others preſuming to aQ, accordin 


to that manner or kind, in Jeſ#s his Name, ſhall thereby become uſury. - 


ers and deceivers. We (and to us all this Precept is direQed) ſhall hej. 
nouſly tranſgreſs our duty, doing any thing thus in his Name, without 
his Letters of Credence ; without being ſpecially called or ſent ; or being 
duly by him authorized thereto. 

Theſe, and ſuch like ſenſes the preſent matter doth not well admit ; the 
reſt that ſuir thereto I ſhall with ſome diftinEtion 1n order repreſent. 

IT. To do in another's Name ſometimes doth ſignify to do it out of 
affection or honour to another ; for anothers ſake, becauſe we love, gr 
efteem him ; % 7 #9an being equivalent to ira 5% wine}, and NM 3 myy 

4z. © Thus it is ſaid, Whoſoever ſhall give you a cup of Water to drink in my name; 
Matt. 10. becauſe ye are Chriſts (is added by way of interpretation, that is, out of 
#',, reſpe&to Chriſt, becauſe of your relation to him) ſhall »ot loſe bis reward, 
15. 29 And thus ſurely we ought to do every thing in Fe/#s his Name ; all our 
Matt. 15. 5 Actions ought to proceed from a Principle of grateful love, and reverence 
x Cor. 16. 14. towards our' gracious Redeemer.' Let all your AiZions be done in Chariy, 

faith the Apoſtle; if in Charity to our Neighbour, then much : more in 

love to him, for whoſe fake we are eſpecially bound to love our Neigh- 


Comp. 


bour. Upon any undertaking,or applying our ſelves to ation, we ſhould 


ſo refle& thereupon as to conſider, whether that we are going about be 

apt to pleaſe him, and conducible to his honour ; if ſo, remembring what 

he hath done and ſuffered for us, (what excellent Bleſſings he hath pur- 

chaſed for us, what exceeding Benefits he hath conferr'd upon us) we 

ſhould out of love and reſpe&t to him readily perform it ; bur if it other- 

wiſe appear diſplealing, or duhonourable to him, we ſhould, from the 

ſame Principles, carefully decline it. The duty is certain, and the reaſon 

thereof evident ; for inducement to the practice thereof obſerve St. Paul's 

example ; who thus repreſents himſelf in the main imployment of his 

life, atting, The love of Chriſt conſtrains us ; judging this, that he died for 

#nomutue all, that they who live might not live to themſelves, but to him that died and 

Ne cory, ofe for them : The love of Chriſt, begot and maintained by a confide- 

1 Cor. 5. 9. Fation of his great benefits conferr*d on him, was the ſpring that ſet $t. 

14. Paul on work, that excited, and urged him forward to ation. Thus do- 

: Theſs. 2. 6. 1N8&, We ſhall do in Feſ#s his Name ; but if we a&t out of love to our ſelves 

Tit. 1. 11. (to promote our own intereſts, to gratify our own delires, to procure 

Phigy. *.. Credit or Praiſe to our ſelves) we aCt onely in cur own Names, and for 
Matt. 23:5: Our own ſakes ; not in the Name, or for the ſake of Jeſws. 

IT. Todo in another's Name implies doing (chiefly) for the intereſt, 
or advantage of another ; upon another's behalf or accompt ; as the {er- 
vants, or faQtours of another. For, when the buſineſs is another's,” and 

' the fruit, or benefit emergent belong to another, le that proſecutes that 
buſineſs may well be, and is commonly ſuppoſed to a&t in that other's 
name. 'Thus our Saviour is in St, John's Goſpel expreſled to come, to ſpeak, 


= 


2 Of doing all in the Name of Chriſt, Vol, 11]. 


{ 


Germ. 1. Of doing all in the Name of Chrilt, = 
10.47 in God's Name z, becauſe he did God's buſineſs (zhe work which God 50. 7. 18, 2. 
ave him to accompliſh j and entirely ſought the glory of Godas he there him: 7,00 25, 

if often avouches and. profeſles. And thus (in imitation of him ) 22. Q. 5, 4. 
ought we alſo to do all things in his Name ; remembring that we are po? ; cor. 6. :5. 

our own Men, but the Servants of Jeſus, (Servants to him not only by na- 7. 23: 

ture, as to our Maker and Preſerver ; but by purchaſe, as to our Redeem- 7,5 

er, who bought us with rhe greatelt Price; and by compact alſo, we ha- Rom. 14. 2, 5. 

ving freely undertaken his Service, and aypeCting wages from him ) that 

we have therefore no buſineſs or imployment properly our own, but that 

all our buſineſs is ( or ſhould be) to ſerve him, and promote his glory ; 

Whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do, we ſhould do all to the glory of our 1 Cor. 10. 21. 

Lird, Whatever TI ſay, we do, we therefore ſhould perform it with this 

formai reference, as it were, toward Jeſs, as his Servants, from conſci- 

ence of the duty we owe to him ; with intention therein to ſerve him ; 

in expeQtation of reward onely from him. So doth St. Paul (in proſecu- 

tion of this ſame Precept) beneath in this Chapter 1njoyns us, that what- Col. 3. 22, 23. 

ever we do, we perform it heartily, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowin 

(or conſidering ) that fron the Lord we ſhall, receive the recompence of the in- 

heritance ; for that we ſerve the Lord Chriſt In like manner otherwhere eh. s. s, c 

he teaches us to do what we do ot «s pleaſers of men (not upon any infe- 

riour accompts) but as Servants of Chriſt, knowing and conſidering that we 

have « Maſter in Heaven, Bur, 


KI.Doing in another*s Name imports frequently doing by the appoint- 
ment and command, or by the commiſſion and authority of another. 
41 mis Jydyci 5 © mic orouenm, By what .power, and in what name have ye done a8 yg. ». 
theſe things, ſay the High Prieſts to the Apoſtles ? that is, Who did ap- 
point or authorize you to do thus ? their anſwer was ready ; In the Name Joh. 5. 35,37, 
of Jeſus, who had ſent, commiſſionated, and commanded them to Preach, #} '+ 5#*7: 
and propagate that DoQrine. And thus we are alſo bound to do all things Luc. 24. 57. 
8 the Name of Jeſus, regulating all our ations by his Law ; conform- 2 C2 5: 20. 
ng our whole Lives to his Will; acting, not only out of good Principles i 4 
(Priaciples of Love and Conſcience) but according to right Rules ; the 
Rules of his Word and Example, which he hath declared, and preſcribed 
t0.us: for what is done beſide his Warrant and Will, cannot be rightly 
elteemed done in his Name; will not as ſo be ayowed,. or accepted by 
kim; no unjuſt or impious action will he upon any terms countenance or 
patronize. It was once a famous ſaying, All Miſchief begins in nomine Job. 16. 2. 
Domini ; and much ſurely, mofe than one way, hath-been done under the 
like Norion or Pretence ; but this will not ſerve to excuſe the doing. of 


that, in the day of final reckoning for our aftions. For, there will be many watt. y. 22. 


(weare taught) that (ball iz that day by ſpecious profeſſions of having donethis 
or that in Chriſt's Name, veil their tranſgreſſions, and their negleQs of 
duty, ſaying, Lord, Lord, have we not in thy Name propheſied ; and in thy 

ame caſt out devils, and in thy Name done many wonderful things? who 
yet, our Lord himſelf aſſures us, ſhall have this reply made to them, 7 


never knew you, depart from me ye workers of iniquity. "There will be thoſe Luc. 13. 26. 


that all claim acquaintance with Chriſt in ſuch terms : Lord, we have 
taten and drank before thee ; and thou haſt taught in our Streets ; whom yet 
our Lord will diſclaim with a Depart ye from me, all ye workers of iniquity : 
15 not, we {ee, Propheſying in Chri/s Name (or Preaching abour him) 
nor, frequent attendance upon thoſe who &o fo ; nor ſpeaking much_.or 
hearing much concerning him ; *tis not having great gifts or endow ments 
conterr?d by Chriſt (not even ſo great as that of working Miracles) *tis 
not familiar converſe with Chriſt; or making frequent addreſſes to _ 
= that 


$1471 2 
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Of doing all in the Name of Chriſt. Vol. III. ; 


Eph. 5. 1, 2. 
1 Cor. 10. I. 
Jah. 15. 12. 
I3. 34. 
Heb. 12. 2. 
Joh. 13. 15. 
Phil. 2. 5. 

x Pet. 2. 21. 
t Joh. 2.6. 


that can ſanQify all a Man's ations, or 1o entitle them to the Name gf 
Chriſt,asto ſecure his Perſon from being diſavowed and rejeQted by Chrip - 
'tis onely the conformingall our Actions to his holy Laws, that can WA 
us to be acknowledged and accepted by him. *'This I could with they 
would conſider, who ſeem, by luch pretences, to commend, or excyfs 
their aCtions, although otherwile irregular and plainly contrary to the laws 
of Chriſt ; ſuch as thoſe of being meek and charitable toward all Men; 
living peaceably our ſelves, ang endeavouring to promote Peace amo 
others ; abſtaining from raſh and hard cenfures ; from reviling and ge. 
faming others; paying reverence and obedience to Superiours ; and the 
like Laws of Chriſt, not only expreſs and manifeſt, but even of the hiph. 
eſt rank and conſequence among them ; being mainly conducing to that 
which our Lord tally tenders, the publick welfare and benefit of 
Mankind ; the violation whereof cannot be juſtified by pretending any 
ſpecial regard whatever to Chriff, or any collateral performance done, 
whether truly or ſeemingly, in his Name. We do but deceive our ſelye, 
if we conceit, that becauſe we think much, or ſpeak much of Feſws ; or 
have a zeal for ſomething goog al our actions are done in his Name . 
No; it only can be juſtly imprefied upon,can warrant and ſanCtify aQons 
truly good and agreeable to his Law ; 1t were an abuſe and forgery to do it, 
like ſtamping the Kings Name (or Image) on counterfeit meral ; upon 
braſs or tin, inſtead of gold or ſilver. Good Intention and good Prin- 
Ciples are indeed (as it were) the form and Soul 'of good Actions ; hut 
their being juſt and lawful are the body and matter of them ; neceſſarily 
alſo concurring to their eſſence and integrity ; they cannot ſubſiſt with. 
out it, but muſt paſs (as it were) for ghoſts and ſhadows. 'We are 
therefore concerned in all our doings to have an eſpecial regard to Chriſ?s 
Law as their rule ; that willrender them capable of Chri/t”'s Name, and 
denominate them Chriſtian. 

IV. Hereto we oy add, that what we dayin imitation of Feſws, andin 
conformity to his Practice (that living rule and copy propoſed to us.) we 
may be ſaid peculiarly to do in his Name. As a PiQture uſeth to bear his 
Name, whom it was made to repreſent, and whom it reſembles; ſoif 
we ſet Chriſt's Example before us, and endeavour to tranſcribe it ; if ou 
life in the principal lingaments of ſanCtity and goodneſs do reſemble his 
holy life ; they may well. bear his Name. Bur if our praQiiſe be unlike 
and unſutable to his, we cannot affix his Name thereto without oreat 
preſumption and abuſe; ſuch as would be committed, if to a draught of 
foul hue, and ugly features, we ſhould attribute the Name of ſome moſt 
handſome and goodly Perſon, of high worth and quality. 'To do thus 
in Jeſs his Name (with ſuch a regard to him) is a duty often preſcribed 
unto us, not only as relating to ſome caſes and aQtions, (as when his Cha- 
rity, his Patience, his Humulity, his Meekneſs are fignally commended to 
our imitation) but generally, He, that ſaith he abideth in him, ought as he 
walked, fo himſelf alſo to walk ; that is, whoever profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian 
ought ro conform the whole tenour of his Converſation to that of Feſw; 
to endeavour inevery imitable Perfection to reſemble him. So that when: 
ever we undertake any aCtion, we ſhould do well to look upon this Pat- 
tern, thus (as it were) examining and inquiring of our ſelves ; What did 
my Mafter in this or the like caſe; do I do the ſame thing, do I a& from 
the ſame Principles, do I proceed in the ſame manner as he did; am I 
herein his Diſciple and Follower ? it ſo, in his Name let me go on chear- 
fully, if not let me forbear. Doing this will not be only according to our 
duty, but an eſpecial help and furtherance of good praQtice. 


V4 


* Serm, 1. Of doing all in the Name of Chriſt, 5 


——— — — ——— 


v. To do 1n another's Name doth ſometimes import doing by any 
power derived, or virtue imparted by another; for that a thing ſo done 
may be imputed, ſhould be aſcribed to that other, So, Through thee ({aith 'Ev 76 3- 
the P/almiſt) will we puſh down our Enemies, in thy Name will we throw down Plat: CE 
thoſe that hate us, (through thee, and in thy Name fignity the ſame thing.) 89. 24: 
$0 did the Apo/iles caſt out Devils, and perform their other Miracles in jt 7: 22: 
Jeſus his Name (#% 5 wizal@, by his Name,*tis ſometime expreſſed) that a. 4.2 4. 
1s by a divine virtue imparted from him. To this I add another acception, 19, 39- 


\ ſcarce different (ar leaſt as to our purpoſe) from that, according to which ae 


doing in another*s Name ſignifies doing it in truſt, 'or confidence repoſed 

vpon another, with expeCtation of aid, or hope of good ſucceſs from ano- 

ther. So, we reſt on thee, (aid good King Aſa) and in thy name we go 2Chro.14.tt. - 
ainſt this multitude ; in thy Name, that is, hoping for afſtiſtance and 

4 from thee. And thus it is ſaid, that David went out againſt Golzah * Sam. 17.45: 

in the name of the Lord of hoſts ; that is, confiding in- God's help as his 

onely weapon and defence : Thus alſo did the H. Apofies work their 

Miracles in Jeſus his Namg; #5 75 ive 54 orua]&- eur, by faith in his Name, | 

(aith St. Peter) his name hath made this Man ſtrong ; that is, we did only A 3. 16. 

traſt in his divine Bower, and it was that Power of his which reſtored | 

that weak Perſon to his ftrength. And thus allo it is our duty to do all 

things in our Saviours Name ; with faith and hope in him ; wholly rely- 

ing upon him for direQion and affiftance ; expecting from him only a bleſ- 

ng and happy iſſue of our undertakings. What we do in confidence of 

our own wiſdom or ability ; or in affiance upon the help of any other 

Perſon or thing, we do in our own Name, or in the Name of that thing 

(orthat Perſon) in whom we ſo confide ; to our ſelves, or to ſuch aux1i- 

aries we ſhall be ready to zttribute the ſucceſs,and to render the glory of . 

the Performance ; glorying in our own arm, and ſacrificing to our Net. But Hab. 1: 16. 

what we undertake onely depending upon our Lord for ability, and ſuc- 

cs, may therefore bear his Name, becaule our faith derives the Power 

from him, which enables us happily to perform: it ; ſo that the perfor- 

mance may truly be-attributed to him, and to him we ſtall be apt to af- 

cribe it. And thus, I ſay, we are certainly obliged to do every thing in 

his Name ; (in his Name alone ;) retaining a conſtant- ſenſe both of our 

own infirmity; and of the -impotency of all gether created things; and ' 

conſequently a total diffidence both in our ſelves, and inthem ; but repo- 

kong all our truſt in the dire&ion, and aſſiſtance of our All-wiſe, and All- 

miglty Lord ; of Jeſs, to whom all power in beaven and earth is given, Toh. ey 

(who indeed had it originally by Nature as God ; but alſo farther hath ac- NT es. 

quired it by deſert and purchaſe) into whoſe hands all things are given ; Heb- 1. 2. 2.8. 

and all things are put under his feet ; who hath obtained this Power in _— 

Gſign to uſe it for our good ; and is thereby always ready to help us in Phil. 2. 5. 

our need, if we have recourſe unto him, and rely upon him ; making him *P%< 5: 12+ 

what St. Pas! ftiles him, Oar hope; our onely hope ; renouncing all other « Tim. 1. r. 

confidences not ſubordinate to him. To do ſo is aduty evidently ground- 

ed as well upon the reaſon of the thing, as upon the will and command 

of God ; to do otherwiſe is no leſs a palpable folly, than a manifeſt .inju- 

ry-to God, For, in truth, neither have we, nor any 

ther created thing any power, other than ſuch as he 1s _ Eccl. 5. 01: he nike io met 1o the 

pleaſed freely ro diſpenſe ; and which is not continually /*+ 5» #* battle to the Srang: 

both for its being and its efficacy ſubje&t to him, fo that 5, grewth ſhall no man prevail. 

he may at his pleaſure ſubtraCt it, or obſtru its effeCt : CF OIe- | 

No King is ſaved by the. multitude of an hoſt ; « mighty \g, 5.5,” 6 44-3. 


nan 1s not delivered by much ſtrength; a horſe is a vain 


thing 


S— 


6 
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mn... 


thing for ſafety : Whence *tis plain, that we cannoy, 


. IIS: - Beſide me there. upon afly created power, ground a ſolid aſſurance of 

1s Ur. , . . k X : 
oC 18-47 rr PR roGG at; ſucceſs in any undertaking ; it will be /eaning apont a 
Jer. 14: 8. 


broken reed ( which cannot ſupport us, and will pierce 

our hands) both a vain and a miſchievous confidence: 
that will abuſe us, bringing both diſappointment and guilt upon us; the 
guilt of wronging our Lord many wayes; by arrogating to our ſelves, gr 
aſſigning to others what he only doth truly deſerve, and what peculiarly 
of right belongs to him ; withdrawing the ſame from him; implyin 
him unable or unwilling to aſſiſt us, and do us good ; negleCting to uſe 
that ſtrength which he ſo dearly purchaſed and ſo graciouſly tenders ;'{ 
diſappointing him, and defeating (as it were) his purpoſes of favour and 
mercy toward us. On the other ſide, truſting onely upon our Saviour, 
we aCt wiſely and juſtly ; gratefullyand officiouſly ; for that in doing fo, 
we build our hopes upon moſt ſure grounds ; upon a wiſdom that canner 


be deceived ; upon a ſtrength that cannot be withſtood ; upon a goodneſs 


that hath no limits ; upon a fidelity that can ngver fail. For that we a& 
with an humility, and ſobriety of mind futable to our condition, and 19 
the'reaſon of things ;* for that we thereby declare our good opinion'ef 
him as onely able, and very willing to do us good ; for that we rendep 
him his juſt honour and due ; we comply with his earneſt deſires , we pro- 

mote his gracious deſigns of mercy and kindneſs tg. 


47» TI. 34s 22, 125+ I. $4. 22-31, 


I9, GI. 4+» 9H» 
2+ II2. 7» 


"118.8. 58. 22.65, God ſo highly commends, ſo greatly encourages this 
Gr mr rey duty of truſting alone in him ; chat he ſo ill refents,and 


DE Rn Hg Dat ſo ſtrongly deters from the breach or omiſſion thereof; 


er. I4. 8. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Curſed be. the man that truſteth in 


er. 17. 5, 6, Oc. man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth 


20, 


Jam. 4. 13. 


from the Lord; for he ſhall be like the heath in the deſarty, 
and ſhall not ſee when good cometh, but ſhall inhabit the parched places inthe 
wilaernefi; in a ſalt land and not inhabited, Blefſed is the man that trufteth 
in the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord is; for he ſhall be as a tree planted bythe 
waters, and that ſpreadeth out her roots by. the river ; and ſhall not fee when 
heat cometh ; but her leaf ſhall be green; and ſball not be careful in the year of 
arought, neither ſhall ceaſe from yielding fruit : thus in that place, thus wn 
innumerable others we are threatened not onely with diſappointment, al 
bad ſucceſs in our undertakings, but with ſevere puniſhment, if we bes 
take our ſelves to other ſuccours, and neglett or diſtruſt, or (in ſo doing} 
deſert God ; but are encouraged, not only with afſurance of proſperdus 
ſucceſs, but of additional rewards, if intirely in our proceedings we depend 
upon and adhere to God. Thus we {ſhould do in all (even our moſt come 
mon and ordinary) affairs, which no leſs than the reft are ſubze& to hs 


Matt. 10. 25, power, and governed by his care. For you know how St. James doth 


reprehend it as a piece of naughty boaſting and arrogance, to ſay, The 
morrow we will gs to this City, and ſtay there a year, and trade and gain , 
ſtead of ſaying, if the Lord will, we will live, and do this or that ; that 5, 
to reſolve upon, undertake, - or proſecute any affair without ſubmiſſion 
to God's will, and dependance on his Providence : But eſpecially we 
ought, in matters and aftions more ſpiritual, to praQtiſe this duty ; for 
that to the performing of theſe, we have of our ſelves a peculiar imp0+ 
rence and unfitneſs ; needing therefore a more ſpecial afliſtance from our 
Lord; that the ſucceſs of them more particularly depends upon him ; that 


the glory of them in an eſpecial manner is appropriate, and (as it were) 
conſecrate to him, | Y 


| Germ. 1. - Of doing all in the Name of Chriſt, +7 


— 


Let > 


If it be a folly and a crime, to think we can do any thing without  "0v7: 38: 
God, ris muck more fo to think we can do any thing good without him ; p94 2 
tis an arrogance, tis an idolatry, *tis a facriledge much more vain and mt 34a wx: 
wicked to do ſo. To imagine that we can, by the'force of our own !49%5% <4 
reaſon and reſolution, atchieve any of thoſe moſt high and hard en- <<" 


: Ant. 3. 13. 
terprizes, to which, by the rules of vertue and piety we are engag- 


ed; that we can, by our own conduct and Fen, encounter and 


withſtand, defeat and vanquiſh thoſe ſo crafty, ſo mighty enemies 
of our ſalvation (our own fleſhly deſires; the menaces and allure- 
ments of the World ; the {lights and powers of Darkneſs) is\ much a 


- worſe preſumption, than in other affairs of greateſt difficulty to expe&t 


ſuceeſs without the divine aſſiſtance and blefling ; than in other moſt dan- 
erous battels, tothink we can, by our own bow, and by our own ſpear ſave il: 44 6. 
our ſelves ; that we can obtain victory otherwiſe, than from his hand and 
diſpoſal, who is the Lord of Hoſts, Reaſon tells us, and experience alſo 
ſhews, and our Saviour hath expreſly ſaid it, That (in theſe things) with- Joh. 15. 5. 
ot him ( without his eſpecial influence and bleſſing) we can do nothing ; he 
tells us, that we are but branches, inſerted into him ; ſo that, without 
continually drawing ſap from him, we can have no life or vigour ſpiritual. 
The wiſelt and beſt 'of Men, have, by their praQtice, taught us to acknow- 
ledge ſo much ; to depend wholly upon him, to aſcribe all to him in this 
kind, Why (ſay St. Peter and St. John ) do ge wonder at this ; or why a. 3-12, 15; 
gaze ye up012 14, as if by our own power or piety, we had made this man walk ? 
—— His name (the name of Jeſus) through Faith in his name, hath 
made this man ſtrong : that acknowledgment indeed concerns a miraculous 
work ; but ſpiritual works are in reality no leſs, they requiring as much 
or more of virtue ſupernatural, or the preſent interpoſition of God's hand 
toeffe&t them ; they make leſs ſhew without, but need as great efficacy 
within ; ſo our Saviour, it ſeems, did imply, when he ſaid, -He that be- Job: 14: 12 
lieves in me, the works that I do heſball do, and greater works than theſe. F- 
very good and faithful Man doth not work Miracles, yet ſomewhat 
eater, it ſeems, by the grace of Chriſt, he performs : However,to theſe 
t, Paal referr?d, when he as, T can do all things in Chriſt thar Pk 4 213: 
frengtheneth me ; nothing was ſo hard that he feared to attempt, that he 
deſpaired to maſter and go through with by the help of Chriſt ; and, Nor 
(fth he again) that we are ſufficient of oar ſelves to think any thing of our 20r. 3+ 5: 
ſelves; but our ſufficiency is of God : He was as ſenſible of his own inabi- 
lity, as he was confident 1n the gracious help of Chriſt. Thus ſhould 
we do all things in the Name of Flu ; and *tis not onely a_ duty to do it, 
but it may be a great encouragement to us, that we are capable of doing 
it; a great comfort to confider, that in all honeft undertakings, we have 
ſo ready, and ſo ſure an aid to ſecond and further us in them ; confiding 
in which, nothing is ſo difficult, but we may eaſily accompliſh (a graiz of 


| faith will be able :o remove moantains ;) nothing is ſo hazardous, but we Oul'F Gove: 


may ſafely venture on (walking on the Sea, treading upon Serpents and ſcor- Mat, 17. 20. 
pions; daring) all the power of the enemy.) In his Name we may,if our du- WES: 
tyor good reaſon calls us forth (how ſmall and weak ſoever, how deſti- watt. 14. 5. 


| ute ſoever of defenſive arms, cr weapgns offenſive) naked and unarmed, Luk. 10. 1g. 


With aſling and a ſtone, go out againſt the biggeſt, and beſt armed Phil;- 
fine, nothing doubting of victory : Our weakneſs it ſelf (if we be hum- 
bly conſcious and ſenſible thereof) will be an advantage to us (as it was 
to St. Paul) to all effeAs and purpoles, the grace of our Lord will be ſaffici- 
ent for s, if we apply it, and truſt therein. But farther, HSM 


VI. To 
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Joh.14.13-15. 
16. 16.23,24- 


Eph. $. 20. 
Jo 2H, 


Rom. 3423. 
Il. 32. 
Gal. 3. 22. 


£.As 3. 46. 


Eph. 2. 17. 
Zo I 2s 


"Ep 7remiIu- 


gulls 
Eph. 1, 6. 


Eph. 1. 3, 6+ 


VI. To do in another's Name may denote, to do it with ſuch regarg 
to another, that we acknowledge (that, I ſay, we heartily and thankfull; 
acknowledge) our hope of proſpering in what we do ; our expeQation of 
acceptance, favour, or reward to be grounded on him ; that they are prg. 
cured by his merits and means, are beſtowed only for his ſake. Thus 
our Saviour bids us to offer onr prayers in his name ; that is, repreſentin 


unto God his meritorious pertormarices in our behalf, as the ground of our 


acceſs to God, of our hone to obtain from him what we requeſt. So alf 
we are injoined to give thanks ir: his name; that is, with perſwaſion agd 
acknowledgment, that only in ref>*£t to him we become capable to re. 
ceive, or enjoy any good thing ; t12t in effeQ, all the bleſſings by divins 
mercy vouchſafed us have been procured by him for us, are through him 
conveyed unto us. And thus alſo we ihould do all things in the name of 
Jeſws, offering all our deeds to God, as {acrifices and ſervices unworth 
of acceptance, both in thernſelves, and as procceding from us ; but plex 
ſing, and acceptable to God onely for his {a;-. We ſhould do well,upon 
all occaſions, to remember our natural! cordition, and the general ſtate gf 
mankind ; {ſuch as it was before he did undertake, ſuch as 1t would haye 
continued ſtill, had he not undertaken for it ; That our race had forfeited: 
and was fallen from God's favour ; having injured him beyond all power 
of making him any reparation or ſatistaCtion ; that thence it was ſecluded 
from all means and hopes apparent of happinels, was expoſed and tend- 
ed downright unto miſery ; that we conſequently had no ground to hope, 
that God (from whom no leſs in mind _ in deed, than by reaſon of our 
guilt and ſtate of condemnation we were eſtranged) would, in kindnef;, 
beſtow any good upon us, or from us accept tavourably _ thing we 
ſhould do. But that, by our Saviour?s performances, the caſe is altered; 
He, by his entire obedience, having ſo pleaſed God, by his patient ſyb- 
miſſion to God's will, having ſo appeaſed his anger,and fatisffd his juſtice, 
that God is not only reconciled, but hath an eſpecial favour, bears an 
earneſt good-will toward us. That now the good things we poſlels, we 
may truly eſteem as bleſſings, and enjoy them with real comfort, aspro- 
ceeding from mercy.and kindneſs ; now what we honeſtly endeavour, we 
may hope ihall pleaſe God; now we have a free acceſs to God, and may 
chearfully preſent qur ſacrifices of duty and devotion, with a full perſws 
ſion that they ſhall be accepted. But all this happineſs, all theſe fs 
vours and priviledges, we muſt alwaies remember to come from the con- 
tinued procurement and mediation of the Beloved; 1o as ever to be rea 
to acknowledpe it, and to return our thanks therefore. To this ſenſe that 
our Apoſtle here had an eſpecial regard, the words immediately followin 
imply Doing all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to Gol 
and the Father by him; that is, in all things we do, taking occafion to ren- 
der thanks to God, as for his ſake being merciful and bountiful tous ; be- 
ſtowing upon us the good we enjoy, bleſſing our endeavours, accepting 
our performances. We muſt not conceit, that any regard, any mercy, 
any favour, any reward is due to us in equity, is in effect conferr?d upon 
us upon our perſonal ſcore (for, how mean things are we in comparron 
of his greatneſs; how vile and filthy things muſt we appear to his moſt 
pure,and all-diſcerning eyes ; how unworthy of his regard and of his affe- 
Gon muſt we needs take our ſelvesto be, if we do but well conſider, and 
are acquainted with our ſelves?) But that i» him (z. e. for his ſake, and 
by his means) God hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in him iave/mwv 


1uas, God hath favoured, and caſt his Grace upon ws; valuing us notwitlt | 


ſtanding all our imperfections ; loving us notwithſtanding the ſpots = 
whic 


IS I Eon: wn TS ERS 


Setm. 


which we are defiled; notwithſtanding all the offences we have committed; 


Mo 


I. Of doing all in the Name of Cnilt. 


for the relation and alliance we have to Jeſus. Nor muſt we look oh ohr 
ſervices (the beſt we are able'to perform) as in themſelves grateful or ſatis- 


| fatory : For all of them, if we mark them well, we ſhall find not only 


quite unprofitabl; to Goa, but very-defeUtive in many reſpetts ; for, Who 
can ſay, he performs any thing both in kind, in manner, in degree through- 
ly right and good ; with that ardency of love he owes to God, with thar 
iry of intention, with that earneſt vigour of ſpirir, wich that undiſtra< 
Rednefs of mind, with which he ſhould perform it? No; in all our flock 
we cannot pick out a ſacrifice entire and unblemiſhed ; ſuch as God re- 
quires,ſuch as duty exaQts of us.They need therefore (all our ſervices need) 
to'be commended and compleated by the beloved Son his perfe&ly well- 
pleaſing performances ; they need to be cleanſed and hallowed, by paſſing Heb. 7. 26. 
through the hands of our moſt Holy and undefiled high-Prieſt : to: be- 


come ſweet and ſavoury (or to receive that 39plw dad, 


which St. -Paul Eph. 5. 2. 


ſpeaks of ) from being offered up 5» his cexſer. In fine all our aQtions Rev. 8. 3, 5: 
ſhould, 1n our intention, be works of religion dedicated to God's ſervice 
and honour ; ſacrifices, as it were, of gratitude and homage to God ; {o 
they ought all ro be offered up'in the Name of Jeſus; I add farther, 
. VIL. Laſtly, that wedo in the Name of Jeſus, may well imply doing 
with invocation of him : thus we may underſtand that'place of St. James, 
where the Elders are adviſed to pray, and anoint the ſick in the Lord®s name ; Jam. s. 14; 


for, to anoint them, imploring our Lord's bleſſing upon 


thoſe means uſed for their cure. And thus St. Chry/o- 
fame expounds the words; do all in Jeſ#s his Name, 


that is {aith he, imploring him for your helper in all things ; ' oe 


dpaies firſt praying to him, andertake yoar buſineſs. Doing 
thus, will indeed Chriſten, and conſecrate our actions ; 
for af things (faith our Apoſtle) are ſanitified by the word 
of God, ana prayer ; that is, by God's bleſſing 1mplored, 
and obtained by prayer ; or, if God's word be there 
taken for his law, or revealed will, it is there ſignified, 
that our aCtions are not only ſanQified by their lawful- 
nels,or conformity to that good rule, Gods detlared will ; 


but alſo by the invocation of his name ; however, all 
_ Gurattions, it ſeems, are unhallowed and profane, if not - 


accompanied with devotion. That to do thus is our 
duty, appears by thoſe frequent injunRtions, to pray in- 
afnently, to pray alwaies, to abide inſtantly in prayer ; 
which do not onely import, that we ſhould pray often, 


them, and upon 
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Rom. 12+ 12; ' Colol. 4. 2. 


and continue with Patience,and earneſtneFs in Prayer; but that we ſhould Ex7v4s- 
annex it to, or interpoſe it among all our ations, undertaking nothing 

(at leaſt of conſideration or moment)” without it. | We ſhould do it (our 

Szviow commands) © mri wi, that is, 07 every occaſion z and Saint Paul 

gives the ſame direCtion, Praying, ſays he, & m7 x49, on all opportunities, Luk. 11. 36. 
with all prayer and | ſopplication in ſpirit ; (in ſpirit, that is, T take- it, .* 5» EP. 6: 18- 


l, 


X . . . #3 . Eph. $» I9, 
our-hearts at leaſt} and with ſecret elevations of our »mind, if. not with +z,,,, 
our mouth and voice.) And (more explicitely otherwhere: faith; he). Be Phil. 4. 5, 9. 


careful for nothing, bat in everything (in all your affairs) 
by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, tet your re- 
queſts be made known to God. | And thus to do (to: ac- 


mpany all our.undertakings with Prayer) we arein- 


deed concern'd upon many accompts. - We need God's 
direftion (being our ſelves ate abaas ignorant ) 


'Ey 22977 
' Bene ac ſapienter majores inflitue- 
runt, ut -rerum- agendarum, ita dicen- 
di initium a precationibus caperetur 5 
quod nhil rite, - mhilque providenter ho- 
mines:ſine Deorum immortalium ope, con- 
Jilio,honore auſpicarentur. Plin.in Paneg. 


in 
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in the choice of what we attempt ;- that our ends and 


Job 18. 7. Ifa, Yo. 1. Hoſ. 10. 6, deſigns may be good ;- conducible to God's honour and. 


Prov. 1,25, 30. Plal. 106. 13. 16. 
J. 73: 24 107. IIs 


Jer. 10. 23. 


our own true advantage, For, as the Prophet tells us, 
The way of man is not in himſelf, neither i it in man that 


, toalketh to direft his ſbeps ; And, as the Wiſe man adds, 


Prov. 20. 24: 16. 9. Man's goings are of the Lord, how then can a man under. 


Pal. 25. 12, 9s 


Prov. 16. 9. 


h ſtand his own way? (implying, fince God only knows 
what is beſt for us, that we of our ſelves without his direction, know nor 
what to do, whether to go :) ['The H. P/almiſt ſignifies the ſame in thoſe 
words (very encouraging to the praftice of this duty) What man is he that 


feareth the Lord? (that feareth him, that is, who worſhippeth him, ang 


ſeeketh his guidance) him ſball be teach in the way that be ſhall chaſe, We 
need alſo- (being our ſelves not onely weak and infirm, but inconſtant and 
unſtable) Gods affiſtance, and upholding hand in the purſuance of gyr 
well-choſen deſigns (that we may uſe the beft means, and proceed ina 
ftreight courſe ; that we may perſiſt upright and ſteady in our Proceedings 

that which the Wiſe mas ſeems to call, the eſtabliſhing of our thoughts, 
and promiſes, as a conſequence, upon our ſeeking God's aſliltance in ue 
actions, and relying thereon ; Commit, ſaith he, thy works anto the Lord; 


| and thy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed; (thou ſhalt drive on thy good purpoſes 


Pfal. 37. 23, 
24+ 17.31. 


Pſal. 37. $- 
I.19s Go 133» 


Luke it. 
Pſal. 9. 10, 


ſteadily, without ftumbling or falling ; at leaft irrecoverably. $o the 
P/al/miſt aſſures us concerning a good man : The ſteps of a good man ure 
ordered by the Lord; none of his ſteps ſhall flide ; though he fall he ſhall ngt ut- 
terly be caſt down ; for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand, We allq far. 
ther, as to the finai ſucceſs of our affairs, ſtand in need of Gods bleſſing; 
that he, upon whole will altogether depends the diſpoſal of all: events, 
ſhould beſtow a good iſſue uato our endeavours, that they prove not mats 
ter of diſcouragement, or diſcomfort to us; that which allo the P/a{mif 
aſſures us of obtaining, upon condition of our imploring and depending 
upen God for it; Commit thy way (faith he) anto the Lord ; trait alſo in 
him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs. We do thus need in all our affairs, the 

direction, aſſiſtance and bleſſing of our Lord; 
5, 10. Joh. 14 13 but ſhall not have them without Prayer ; for, the 

rule is, Ask and have, ſeek and find ; without asking 
we are not likely to obtain thoſe gifts ;. without ſeeking we muſt not 
hope to find thoſe benefits from God, If weare ſo proud, as to thinkwe 
do not need them, or ſo negligent, as not to mind them'; or ſo diſtruſtful 


_ of the divine power or goodneſs, that we imagine he cannot or willaat 


(Gelb 2 eO To 


afford them to us ; we are like to be ſo unhappy as to want them. God 
expeQts from us, that we ſhould, in whatever we do, acknowledge him; 
("tis the Wiſe mans expreflion, In all thy wates acknowledge him,. and he ſu 
diret thy paths ;,) acknowledge him as the only faithful guide and cotm 
fellour ; as the only ſufficient helper and protefour ; as the only. fre 
arbitratour and donour of good ſucceſs. Nothing therefore is well done, 
which is not thus done; we cannot be ſatisfied in what we do; we canndt 
hope for a comfortable end thereof: ; we cannot expeQ a bleſſing from 
God, if we have refuſed, or if we havenegleCted the recommending our 
proceedings to his care. Weican, I fay, do pothing ; not eat, not-fleep, 
not trade, not travel, not ſtudy with any true content, any reafonable 
ſecurity, any ſatisfactory hape, if we have not firſt humbly implored 
God's favour ; committing our. ſelves, /and'our buſineſs: into his hand, 
that hand which diſpenſeth all-good; which alone can keep off all danger 
and miſchief from us. - Goa ſhall ſend his Angel before thee : ſo did: our Þa- 
ther Abraham fend his ſervant about his buſineſs ; having queſtionleſs = 
2H | *.Þ re 
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fore commended it to God by Prayer. God Almighty give you mercy before Gen. 43. 14- 

the man : To did Facob give his ſons their diſpatches toward Agypt : In ſuch 

a manner did we enter upon all our affairs, we could not but be full of 

hope, and void of care concerning them ; for that commonly we are ſo 

ful of anxicty about the event of what we undertake, whence doth it 

ariſe, vur from a negle& of this duty ? for, having committed our bu- 

finels into ſo ſure a hand, how could we farther be folicitous about it? 

Had we, according to St. Peter's advice, Caſt oar care upon the Lord; or, " Pct. 5. 7: 

aſt our barden upos him (as the P/almiſt exhorts us) had we duly ſought hoes 
and invoked him, who zever faileth them that ſeek him, who @ nigh to all Pl, g. 10. 

them that call upon him ; we {hould not have ſuch a load of troubleſome :o. Fg Hh 

care reſting upon us ; our hearts would be light, and free as to all theſe Pal. 145.18. 

things ; we ſhould be ſecure, that —_— very bad, or diſaſtrous, could Pal. 112-7,8. 


. . | , d. 26, 3+ 
befal us ; we ſhould experience it true, what the Prophet affirms in that Phil. 4.5, 7. 


Prayer or P/a/m to God ; Thou ſhalt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is 
faged 077 thee : Be careful for nothing, Saint Paul bids us, but in every thing 
let your requeſts be made known to (od ; if we perform the latter part, the 
former will naturally be conſequent thereon, "Thus, in the laſt place, 
ſhould we co all things in the name of Je/zz (upon all occaſions praying 
tohim, or which is all one, to God in his name) which that we may do, 
(that we are allowed and encouraged to do it) 1s alſo a privilege, and an 
advantage unvaluable. 

Inſo many ways and particular reſpects may we, and ought we to 
perform all we do in the name of Jeſus : We ſhould do every thing out 
of gratetul affection and reſpett to him, as our chief Principle ; every 
thing 25 his ſervants, "aiming eſpecially at the pleaſing of him and promo- 
ting his honour, as our principal end ; every thing according to his will 
 andecommandment, as our conſtant rule ; every thing after his example, 
250ur belt pattern ; every thing, in confidence of his gracious aſſiſtance 
and bleſſing, as our onely ſtrength and ſupport ; every thing with ho 
of acceptance purely upon his accompt ; every thing with thankful ſenſe 
andacknowledgment to God for the mercies and favours conveyed unto us 
by his means, conferred upon us for his ſake ; every thing with humble 
invocation of him, or with prayer to God 1n his name : In ſum, every 
thing with a due and proper regard had to him ; ſo that he be not paſſed 
over or left out in any thing we undertake ; but come always into confi- 
deration, according as our relations to him, and our obligations'to him do 
require, In the performances of which duties the life indeed of our reli- 
gion (of all our good praQtiſe, of all our devotion) doth conſfift. 

To all this I ſhall only ſubjoin the mention of one general duty, impli- 
& in all and each of thoſe we have propounded, which 1s this ; 

VIHE. That our Lord Jeſs thould be frequently (and in a manner 
continually ; always, as to the habitual diſpoſition of our ſouls, aCtuall 
upon all fit occaſions) preſent to our minds and thoughts. This, TI ay, 1s 
plainly implied in the former duties. For, how is it poſſible we ſhould 
perform all our actions (yea, utter all our words _) with any fort of 
regard to him, if we ſeldom think of him ? Such 15 the nimbleneſs and 
attivity of our minds, that it is feaſible enough to do thus ; and, in re- 
ſpe& to other obje&s, we commonly experience it done ; for animms eſt 
a; amat ; what ever we affeQ, our mind, however otherwiſe imployed, 
will be thinking on it, *tis hard to reſtrain our thoughts from it; (the 
covetous man's heart will be among his bags; the voluptuous man's 
mind will be in his diſhes ; the ſtudious Perſon will be muſing on his no- 
tions, do he what hecan.) Why then may we not as well, as ofcen direct 

; 2 ; our 
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our minds toward our Lord, and mix the remembrance of him with ajl 
other imployments or entertainments of our thoughts ? to do fo is ſure] 
very requiſite, and very expedient toward our goog prattice, 'Thingy 
far diſtant, or long abſent, can have ſmall efficacy, or influence ; *tis {9 
we ſee in natural, and ?tis no leſs ſo in moral cauſalities ; wherein repre. 
ſentation to the fancy and memory have a force anſwerable to that, which 
real conjunQtion and approximation have in nature, As the heat and light 
of the Sun, the farther he goes, and the longer he ſtays from us, do the 
more ( proportionably) decreaſe ; fo according to our lels frequently, ang 
leſs ſeriouſly thinking upon any objeQ, our afteQtion and our reſpeQ there 
to decay. If therefore we deſire, according to our duty, to maintain/jn_ 
our hearts ſuch diſpoſitions (due affeCtion and due reverence) toward Ye. 
ſs; if we intend to ſuit our aQtions accordingly with due regard to him; 


'we ſhould, in order to thoſe purpoſes, apply this ſo neceſſary and uſefy] 


mean, of frequently bending our minds toward him ; the doing of which 
in likelihood, will conduce much to the ſanQifying our aftections, and to 
the governing our aCions in a conſtant performance of our duty. For 


; we can hardly ſure (admitting we do ſeriouſly believe him to be ſuch as 


AR. 10. 39, 


we profeſs to believe him) with any competent attention think of him; 
but that thought will be apt to reſtrain us from doing 1l], to incite us to 
do well; ſince together with that thought, ſome of his excellent Perfe. 
tions, ſome of our principal relations, and ſome of our great obligations 
to him (each of which hath much vertue and force to. thoſe purpoſes) 
will interpoſe and repreſent themſelves. Frequently thinking of him, 
we ſhall ſometimes apprehend him with inceſſant toil, labouring in the 


ſervice of God, and in promoting the welfare of men ; ſometime we ſhall 


imagine him undergoing all kind of contumelies and bitter pains ; ſuffer- 
ing by the cruel hands and tongues of ſpiteful men ; we ſhall (as it were) 
beheld him bleeding under -the ſcourge, and hanging upon the crols for 
our ſakes. Sometimes he will appear to our minds crowned with Maje- 
ſty, reigning in Sovereign Power and glory, having all things in ſubje- 
Qtion under his feet ; ſometimes alſo he will be repreſented as our Judgs, 
before whoſe tribunal we muſt all ſhortly ſtand,” and be obliged to render 
an accompt of all our doings; which thoughts paſſing through our minds, 
will be apt to make ſome impreſſion upon our hearts, to have ſome influ- 
ence upon our actions. For, can that moſt amiable and moſt venerable 
Taca of a Perſon ſo entirely pure and holy, ſo meek and humble, ſo full of 
benignity and charity toward all men (particularly rowards our ſelves) be 
otherwiſethen apt to forget ſome eſpecial love and reverence toward him; 
than incline us ſtrongly to do well, yea than teach us what and how we 
{ſhould do ſo, in conformity to ſuch a Pattern ſet before us ? it occurring 
to our thoughts, that he is our Lord and Maſter {who made us and main- 
tains us, who purchaſed us to himſelf, and redeemed us from miſerable 
flavery by his own heart-blood) how can it fail to raiſe in us ſome awe, 
ſome ſence of duty toward him 4 Will not the apprehenſion of what he 
did and what he ſuffered for us powerfully mind us, that accerding to all 
juſtice and equity, in all ingenuity and gratitude we are bound to do only 
that which will pleaſe him ? If we think of Feſws, when we are ſetting up- 
@n any aCtion,ſhall we not thereupon be apt thus to interrogate our ſelves! 
Shall I do otherwiſe than he did, or would have done, ſo rendring my felt 

unlike,or contrary to him ? Shall I be ſo unfaithful ro my glorious Maſter, 
as to diſlerye him, or to neglect his ſervice ? Shall I be fo unworthy to- 
ward my gracious Redeemer, my beſt Friend, my moſt bountiful Bene- 
tactour, as to diſoblige him, to wrong him, to diſhonour him, to _ 
1M 


———— 
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kim by thus doing ? Shall T be ſq, vain and raſh as to croſs him who is my 
King, able to controll and ſubdue me ; as to offend him who is my Judge, 
reſolved to condemn and puniſh me ? Shall I CY forfeit that friend- 
ſhip and favour of his, upon which all my happineſs doth depend ? Shall 
procure his diſpleaſure and enmity, from which my utter ruin muſt ine- 
vicably follow ? Such conſiderations have a natural connexion with our 
frequent thinking upon, and the Preſence (as it were ) of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour to our minds , which therefore may be commended to us as an excel- 
lent inſtrument of þbettering our hearts and our lives. 

'To conclude ; Let us all alwayes remember, and conſider, that we are 
Chriſtians, related unto Chrift Feſws, and called by his name, and as fo, 
in his name, let us do all things. | 

Lord of all power and might ; who art the* Authour and giver of all good 

things ; graft in our hearts the love of thy name ; increaſe in us true 
' religion ; nouriſh ws with all goodneſs ; and of thy great mercy keep us in 

the ſame; through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


—_— "ET —_ 
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1 COR: 6.16. 
I beſeech you be followers of me : or, 1 exhort you be imitatours _ 
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Aint Pau! by an impartial reflexion upon his heart and life being + 
well aſſured, that he by the divine Spirit was enlightened with a cer- 

> tain knowledge of all neceſſary truth, and endued with plentiful 
meaſures of divine grace ; being conſcious of a ſincere zeal in himſelf to 
honour God and benefit men ; being fatisfd, that with integrity he did 
ſuit his converſation to the diQtates of a good conſcience, to the ſure rule 
of God's Law, and to the perfe& example of his Lord ; that his inten- 
tions were pure and right ; his ations warrantable, and the tenour of his 
life conſpicuouſly blameleſs, doth, upon all 'occaſions ( not out. of any 
klf-conceitedneſs, arrogance, or oftentation, from which he, by frequent 
acknowledgment of his own defeCts and his muſcarriages, and by aſcribing 
all the good he had , or did, to the grace and mercy of God, 'doth ſuffict- 
ently clear himſelf ; but from an earneſt deſire to glority God, and edifie 
his diſciples) deſcribe, and ſet forth his own Practice, propoſing it as a 
Rule, preſſing it upon them as an argument, an encouragement, 2n ob- 
ligation to the performance of ſeveral duties. So by it he directeth and 
urgeth the Epheſians to a charitable compliance, or complaiſance; a ſweet 


and inoffenſive demeanour toward other : Give xo offence (faith he) 1 Cor. 4. 32, 
neither to the Jews nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God; even as 1 SE: 10+. 


Pleaſe all men in all things, not ſeeking my own profit, but the profit of many, 
fhet 
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that they may be ſaved; be ye followers of wie : 10 he guides and provokes 
rhe Philippians to endeavours of proficiency in grace, and the ſtudy of 


Phil. 3. 15,17. Chriſtian PerfeQtion : Nevertheleſs {aith he to them ) whereto we have al. 


2 Theſl. 3. 7: 


ready attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing ; bye. 
thren, be followers tnyether with me, and mark ſuch as walk ſo, as ye have u 
for an example. By the like inſtance and argument, he moveth the The; 
ſalonians to a ſober and orderly converſation, to induſtry 1n their callin 

to ſelf-denyal, and a generous diſregard of private intereſt : For yoar ſelves 
(faith he) row how ye ought to follow us , for we behaved not our ſelves diſ. 
orderly among you ; neither did we eat any man's bread for nought, but wrought | 
with laboars and travail day and might, that we might not be chargeable to any 
of you ; not becauſe we have not power, but to make our ſelves, an example to 
308 to follow us ; The ſame Perſons he commendeth, as having by this 


r Theſf. 1.5. means been induced to a patient conſtancy in faith and good works ; 


Phil. 4. 8, 9+ 


fam. 5. 10, 


Tam. 5. 11. 


Heb. 6, K I, 


Heb, I'2. I» 


kzow (faith he) what manner of men we were among you for your ſake, and 

became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction : The praQice of all virtue and goodneſs, he alſo thus recom. 
mendeth under this rule and obligation : Thoſe things,which Je have learned 
and received, and heard, and ſeen in me, do, and the God of Peace ſhall þ 
with you, Thus in our Text, (referring it to the context) he urgeth the 
Chriſtians, his diſciples at Corizth, to fidelity and diligence in the charges 
and affairs committed to them, to numility, patience and charity ; where 
in he declareth himſelf to have ſet before them an evident and exa@ Pat- 
tern, Which Practice of Saint Pasl doth chiefly teach us two things : 
That we be careful to give; and that we be ready to follow good example: 
the latter of which duties more directly and immediately agreethto thein. 


tent of this place; and it therefore I ſhall only now inſiſt upon : the 


ſubject and ſcope of my diſcourſe ſhall be to ſhew, thar it is our duty and 
concernment to regard the Practices of good men, and to follow their 
example. To which purpoſe we may obſerve. 

T. That it is the manner of the Apoſtles, upon all occaſions, to incyl- 
cate this duty : we heard St. Pal; hear St. James : Take (faith he) ny 


brethren, the Prophets, wbo have ſpoken in the name of the Lord for an ex- 


ample of ſuffering affliction : Te have heard of the patience of Job, and haw 
ſeen the end. of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy; 


and the Apoſtie to the Hebrhws : We defire (ſaith he) that every one of you do 


ſhew the ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end ; that ye be mt 
/lothful, but followers of them, who throagh faith and patience inherit the pro+ 
miſes ; and again ; Wherefore ſeeing we are alſo compaſſed about with o great 
a clond of witneſſes, let us lay aſide every weight, -and the ſin which doth ſo ex- 


x Pct. 3-1, 6. ily beſet #45, and let us run with patience the race that us ſet before us. And St. 


Peter : Te wives be in ſubjection to your own hasbands ; even as Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, calling him Lord.” And wherever the eminent deeds of holy 
men are mentioned, it is done with an intimation at leaft, or tacite ſuppo- 
ſition, that we are obliged to follow their example. 

II. We may conſider that to this end (that we might have worthy 
Patterns to Imitate) the goodneſs of God hath raiſed up in all ages ſuch 
excellent Perſons, furniſhing them with rare endowments, and with con- 
tinual influences of his grace aſſiſting them, to this purpoſe, that they 
might pot onely inſtruct us with wholeſome dofrine, but lead us alſo by 
good example in the Paths of righteouſneſs. For certainly what St. Paul 
{aith concerning the ſins and puniſhments of bad men, is no leſs appli- 


: Cor, 1c« Il» cable to the vertuous deeds and happy examples of good men : All theſe 


things happened unto them for enſgmples, and they are written for our admoni- 
tion, upon whom the ends of the world are come. © II. They 
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III, They are written for our admonition ; It was a ſpe- 
cial deſign of God's Providence in recording and recom- 
- mending to our regard the divine hiſtorigs : They were 
not framed as monuments of a fruitleſs memory and 
fame to them ; they were not propoſed to us as enter- 
rainments of our curioſity, as objefts of wonder, as 


matters of idle diſcourſe; that unconcernedly we ſhould 
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ze upon them, or talk about them ; as Children look «« Greg, &p. 2. 
on fine Gays ; but they are ſet before ys, as copies to 
tranſcribe; as lights to guide us in our way to happineſs : So that if we 
will not ingratetully fruſtrate the intentions of Divine Providence for our 
ood, we muſt diſpoſe our ſelyes to imitate thoſe illuſtrious Paterns'of 
Verrue and Picty, | 
Iv. We may farther confider that in the nature of the thing it ſelf good 
gzample is of 1ingular advantage to us, as being apt to haye a mighty 
yirtue, efficacy and influence upon our praQtice : which conſideration 
ſhould much ingage us to regard it, applying it as an inſtrument of ma- 
king our ſelves good, and conſequently of becoming happy. Good ex- 
ample 1s, as I Jay, of exceeding advantage to practice upon many ac- 
counts. 

1, Examples do more compendioully, eaſily and pleaſantly inform our 
minds, and direct our praQtice, than precepts, or any other way or in- 
ſtryment of diſcipline. Precepts are delivered in an univerſal and abſtra- 
&d manner, naked, and void of all circumſtantial attire, without any 
tervention, aſhiftance, or qircy of ſenſe ; and conſequently can have 
nq.yehement operation upon the fancy, and foon do fly the memory ; like 
flaſhes of lightening, too ſubtile to make any great impreſſion, or to leave 
any remarkable footſteps, upon what they encounter ; they muſt be ex- 
preſſed in nice terms, and digeſted in exact method ; they are various ; 
and in many disjointed pieces conſpire to make up anentire body of dire- 
Gon ; they do alſo admit of divers cafes, and require many exceptions, 
greeftrictions which to apprehend diſtiaftly, and retain long in memory, 
needs a tedious labour, and continual attention of mind, together with a 
percng and ſteady judgment : Rut good example with leſs trouble, more 
9 and greater efficacy cauſes us to comprehend the bulineſs, repre- 


ating it like a PiCture expoſed to ſenſe, having the Parts orderly diſpo- | 


kd, and completely united, ſuitably cloathed and dreſſed up in its circum- 
ances; contained in a narrow compaſs, and perceptible by one glance, 
healily infinuating it ſelf into the fancy, and durably reſting therein : 
In it you ſee at once deſcribed the flung doge, the quality of the 
atour, the manner of doing, the minute ſeaſons, meaſures and adjunQs 


b, 


of the action ; with all which you might not perhaps by numerous rules. 


b acquainted; and this is the moſt facile, familiar and delightful way of 
nftruQtion, which is by experience, hiſtory and obſervation of ſenſible 
eyents, A ſyſteme of Precepts, though exquiſitely compacted, 1s 1a com- 
pariſan bur a Skeleton, a dry, meagre, lifeleſs bulk, exhibiting nothing of 
perſon, place, time, manner, degree, wherein chiefly the fleth and blood, 
the colours and graces, the life and ſoul of things do conſiſt ; whereby 
they pleaſe, affeft, and move us ; But TAPS imparts thereto a goodly 
corpulency, a life, a motion, | renders it conſpicuous, ſpecious and aCtive, 
transforming its notional univerſality into'the reality of ſingular ſubfiſt- 
ence. This diſcourſe is verified by various. experience ; for we find all 
Maſters of Art and Science explicating, illuſtrating and confirming their 
general Rules and Precepts by particular examples : He de- 

monitrate 
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monſtrate their Theorems by Schemes and Diagrams, which in effeQ are but 
ſenſible inſtances ; Oratours back their Exthymemes (or rational Argumen: 
tations) with Indudtions (or ſingular Examples; ) Phzloſophers alledge 
the Practice of Socrates, Zegno, and the like Perſons of famous Wiſdom 
and Vertue to authorize their doQArine : Po/zrigks and civil Prudence js 
more eaſily and ſweetly drawn out of good hiſtory, than out of Books 4: 
- Republica. Artificers deſcribe Models, and ſet Paterns betore their Diſciples, 
with greater ſucceſs,than if they ſhould deliver accurate Rules and Precepey 
to them : For who would not more readily learn to build by viewing care- 
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fully the Parts and Frame of a well contrived ſtructure,than by a ſtudioug 

enquiry into the rules of Architefure ; or to draw by {ctting a good Pi. 

Qure before him,than by merely ſpeculating upon the laws of Per/ſpeine ; 

or to write fairly and expeditely by imitating one good copy, than by 

kearkening to a thouſand oral dpmd. ogg ; the underſtanding of which, 

and faculty of applying them to prattice, may prove more difficult, and 
e 


tedious,. than the who 


praQtice it ſelf as directed by a copy ? Neither is 


the caſe much different in Moral conceraments ; one good example may 
repreſent more fully, and cleatly to us the nature of a vertue, than any 
verboſe deſcription thereof can do : in ſooner time,and with greater caſe 
we may learn our duty by regarding the deportment of ſome excellent 
Perſon, than by attending to many Philoſophical diſcourſes concerning 
it : for inſtance, if we deſire to know what Faith is, and how we ſhould 


Xen. Apomn. 4. 
"| It was Xenoph. obſervation, grounded 
upon his own Experience that the memo- 
ry of Socrates's Converſation did great- 
ly prifit his Acquaintance (7 uguvne% 
wit meepoy Ot keg agend THs e190 
Tas av?H ouveives) and Sencca ſaith, 
that the Crowd of Philoſophers, which 
followed the ſame Wiſe-man derjved 
more of their Ethicks from his manners 
than his words(plus ex moribus,quam 
ex verbis Socratis traxit) Sen. Ep.11., 
And he that ſhall refle upon the Story 
concerning his behauthur, when he was 
by ma/icious envy perſecuted to death, 
may perhaps be more edified thereby, 
than by all is ſubtile diſcourſes about 
death, and the Souls Fate aſter it. 


rely upon the Divine Providence, let us propoſe to our 
conſideration the practice of Abraham ; wherein we 
may ſee the Father of the Faithful leaving a moſt 
pleaſant countrey, the place of his nativity, and que- 
ſtionleſs moſt dear unto him under that notion ; de- 
ſerting his home and fixed habitation, his eſtate and 
patrimony ; his kindred and acquaintance,to wanderhe 
knew not where in unknown Lands, with all his Fa- 
mily,leading an uncertain and ambulatory lite in Tents, 
ſojourning and ſhifting among ſtrange People, devoid 


of Piety and Civility (among Canzanites and Egyptians) 


upon a bare confidence in the Divine Protection and 
Guidance : we-may fee him Aged ,99 years, ſenfible 
of his own natural impotence, and an equal incapacity 
in his Conſort as to ſuch purpoſes, yet with a ſteady 


belief afluring himſelf, that from thoſe dead ftocks a numerous Pro- 
geny ſhould ſpring, and that he who by all Power of Nature was 
unable to beget one Child, ſhould by virtue of God's Omnipotent 


Word become the Father of a mighty Nation : 


We may ſce him 


upon the firſt ſummons of the Divine Command without fcruple or 
heſitancy, readily and chearfully yeilding up his onely Son (the fol 
ground of his hope and prop of his Family, to whoſe very Perſon rhe 
promile of multiplication was affixed) to be ſacrificed and flain ; not 
objefting to his own reaſon the palpable inconkiſtency of counſels 
repugnant ; nor anxiouſly labouring to reconcile the ſeeming contra- 
riety between the Divine Promiſes and Commands ; but reſolved as it 
were (with an implicit Faith in God) to believe things incredible, and 
to rely upon events impoilible; contemplating theſe things let us fay 
what Diſcourſe could fo livelily deſcribe the nature of true Faith, as this 
illuſtrious Precedent doth. | 

Again, he that would learn how to demean himſelf in reſiſting the af- 
faults of temptation, let him conſider that one carriage of Joſeph ; of him, 


toge- 


Germ. Il. of being Initatours of Chriſt, 


together withſtanding the courtſhips of an attraCtive beauty, and rejeCt- 
ing the ſolicitations of an imperious Miſtreſs, advantaged by Opportunities 
of privacy and ſolitude ; when the refuſal was attended with extream dan- 
ger, and all the miſchicts which the diſdain of a furious luſt diſappointed, 
of an outragious jealouſie provoked,of a loving Maſter's confidence abuſed, 
could produce ; and all this by one of meaneſt condition in a ſtrange Place, 
where no interceſſion, favour, or patronage of friends could be had, no 
equal examination of his cauſe might be expected; of him doing this,mere- 
ly upon Principles of Conſcience, and out of tear of God; (ſaying, How 


can I do this great evil and fin againſt God?) and he that conſiders this ex- 


ample, how can he be ignorant of his duty 1n the like caſe ? - 
Again, would we learn wiſdom, conſtancy and reſolution in the con- 
du&t of honeſt, and worthy deſigns, let us ſet before our eyes the Pattern 
of Moſes? and therein take notice, how he obeying divine inſtinQ and di- 
reQtion, having embraced that noble Purpole of reſcuing his Countrymen 
from the Egyptian Bondage, of ſettling them in a method of happy Poli- 
cy, agd in bringing them into the promiſed Land of their enjoyment, did 
behave himſelf in the execution thereof; with how indefatigable induſtry 
he ſolicited their cauſe with a fickle, and deceitful, ſtupid, and hard- 
hearted King ; enduring frequent diſappointments and repulſes, together 
with furious ſtorms of anger, and moſt terrible menaces from him : how 
having there ſurmounted all obſtacles, and effeCtually enlarged the Peo- 
ple from their reſtraint in Egypr, he led them on foot through a valley, 
encompaſſed with mountains of Sea; and after that, undertook a tedious 
march (a march of 4o Years) through a wild, barren, and dry ſolitude, 
(there no water was, but ſuch as iſſued from the ſtony bowels of a rock; 
no food or means of ſubſiftence, but ſuch as was ſupplyed by the mira- 
culous purveyance of Heaven) in the mean while reſiſting the continual 
invaſions of open enemies, in great numbers with armed violence ſtriving 
to obſtruQt his paſſage, and defeat his purpoſe ; having alſo (which was 
more) his Patience conſtantly exerciſed in ſupporting the froward perverſe - 
i of a moſt incredulous, and intractable People, which took all occa- 
lons of complaint and mutiny*againſt him ; in conteſting with the fa- 
ious rivality of envious Nobles, who repined at his ſucceſſes, and ma- 
ligned his authority among them ; in bearing the indiſcreet and untoward 
prevarications of his own moſt intimate friends and neareſt relations, com- 
plying with the wicked humours and deſires of the People; in Snalng 
many other Perplexities and Crofſes ; all which notwithſtanding he with 


inſuperable reſolution happily atchieved his glorious undertaking ; and 


will not this example, attentively regarded, beyond the power of any o- 
ther means or method, explain to us the way of induſtry, courage and per- 
kverance in good and woxthy, though high and difficult enterprizes ? 
' One inſtance more,and that of all moſt pertinent to our occaſion, Would 
you be inſtru&ted, how faithfully to diſcharge the miniſterial, or any other 
office? With a ſtedfaſt attention then behold the excellent Pattern of 
St, Paul; conſider how in all his deſigns he zealouſly and fingly aimed at 
the honour and ſervice of God, negleQing his own ſafety, quiet, credit; 
and all worldly accommodations for the advancement of them. How 
affeQionately he tendred the good and welfare of thoſe, the care of whoſe 
wang condition was commended to him, uſing all his skill, care and 
rength in promoting their'edification ; declaring himſelf for their good 
to be content, not onely for a time to be abſent from the Lord, being de- 
prived of that happineſs which he otherwiſe impatiently groaned for, 
and was fully aſſured of ; but deſirous, as it ſems, to be ſecluded for 
| D | ever 
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Aſricanos mihi,y Catmes, & Leltos 


ever from his bliſsful preſence by a dreadful Anathema, for their ſake. 
How prudently, meckly and humbly he demeaned himſelf toward them : 
becoming all things to all men, forming himſelf into all allowable ſhapes 
and colours ; undergoing all ſorts of cenſure and imputaticns (of a de- 
ſpicable, an ignorant, a fooliſh Perſon.) tempering his ſpeech and de. 
portment to their capacities and needs, bearing their miſcarriages, and 
complying with their weakneſſes ; parting freely with his own juſt liber., 
ty, pleaſure and fatisfaQtion, for their ſpiritual advantage. How gene- 
rouſly he deſpiſed his own profit and eaſe, refuſing that ſupply he might 
with all reaſon and equity have required from them ; chufing to maintain 
himſelf with the labour of his own hands, and the ſweat of his brows ; 
that he might render the Goſpel no-wiſe burdenſome,or offenſive to them. 
How vigilantly and couragiouſly he withſtood the miſchievous endeavours 
of falſe Brerhren, and treacherous Seducers ; earneſtly contending for 
the Churches peace and quiet againſt factious ſpirits, and for the ſubſtan. 
tial truths of the Goſpel againſt the pernicious devices of Hereticks and 
falſe Teachers. How patiently he ſuſtained all manner of Pains, Griefs, 
Travels, Wants, Loſſes, Hazards, Diſtreſſes, Diſappointments, Af. 
fronts and Reproaches for the Honour of God, the benefit of his ſpiritual 
Children, the diſcharge of his Duty, and ſatisfaction cf his Conſcience; 
Theſe things, Tfay, regard, and then tell me, if he» might not reaſonably 
inculcate this admonition, Imitate me; and 1t his example be not of rare 
uſe to inſtru&t us, how faithfully we 1hould in our reſpeQive charges and 
employments demean our ſelves. I might in like manner inſtance how 
excellent a rule of Devotion the practice of the Royal Prophet may be 
unto us; how Ela his pratice might teach us to be zealous Champions 
for truth and righteouſneſs ; how they who would be good Judges, or 
honeſt Patriots may receive direction from the carriage of Sazae!, Daniel 
and Nehemiah. But I proceed to fay that farther, 

II. Good Examples do not only inform ; but they perſwade and incline 
our reaſon to good praftice, .commending it to us by plauſible authority ; 
a way of reaſoning the moſt plain, eaſie and ſuitable to all mens capaci- 
ties; leſs ſubjeCt to errour and doubt, than any other in particular caſes; 
whereby as it is always more eaſfie to know what is good and fit, ſo com- 
monly 1t.is molt ſafe : there being few who can ſo well diſcern what is 
g00d, as they may reſt in the judgments of others. For that wiſe and 
vertuous Perſons do any thing, is a very | amr argument, that we are 
obliged, and concerned to do the like ; ſeeing ſuch Perſons may in all 
their ations be ſuppoſed to have an unbiaſſed regard to the rules of truth 
and juſtice, He therefore who. can ſay, that Abraham, or David, oz St. 
Panal, did {o in ſuch a caſe, ſuppoſeth that he hath no ſmall reaſon to do 
the like; it is accounted pardonable, yea almoſt commendable, to err with 
ſuch Perſons; becauſe it is done with good appearance of reaſon, ſeeing 

ſuch Perſons were themſelves unlikely to err : Willzes 
eo eos feciſſe idem dices, (faith Cicero) commemorate to me SCipio's, and Cato's, 


quamvis res mibi non placeat,tamen con- 1, Lzlins? s, and ſay they aid the ſame thing " ; hough the 
tra hominum autheritatemn probare non Eos ofa | 7 5 Wen, Ft 

potnero. Magna et hominum authoritas, FEY iſp eaſes me , get £4nK01 wzt ſt an L e authority of 
os etjam tanta, ut delifti ſuſpicionzm te- ſuch men ; Their authority is ſo great, that it can cover even 


gere poſſit. Cic. In VEIT. 3+ the ſuſpicion of a fault. Tis obvious in temporal con: 


cernments, how great a ſtroak this way of diſcourſe hath ; how boldly 
imen adventure their deareſt intereſts in following ſuch, whom they pro- 
bably deem honeſt, and able to. guide them ; For Inſtance, 1n travelling, 
if one being ignorant or doubtful of his way happen to meet a Perſon, 
whom he conceives able, and no-wiſe concerned, or diſpoſed to miſlead 
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him, he without ſcruple follows him, and confidently relies en: his dire- 
tion : In like manner, all good men in the way of.-vertueus-practice 
tending direQly toward happineſs (our common journies end ;) it being 
their deſign, their intereſt, and their endeavour not to miſtake- the way, 
not todefeCt from the right and neareſt courſe thereto; 'men are apt to 
think it reaſonable, and ſafe to accompany, in their Progreſs, or.to.preſs 
after them in their ſteps : and ſurely, next to a clear, and: certain rule, 
there is not any more rational warrant for Practice, and conſequently ng 
hetter inducement thereto, than ſuch good Precedents, - Farther, ._ 

[i]. Examples do incite our Paſſions, and impel them to the perfor- 
mance of duty. They raiſe hope, they enflame courage, they provoke 
emulation, they urge upon modeſty, they awaken curioſity, they affe& 
fancy ; they ſet in motion all the ſprings of Activity. It may'not be 
amiſs to ſhew how, particularly, DT 

1, They raiſe hope, by diſcovering to us and aſſuredly proving the 
feaſibleneſs of matters propounded, or the poſſibility of ſucceſs in under- 


* taking good deligns, and that by the beſt and moſt convincing of argu- 


ments, experience. Nothing ſo depreſſeth hope, and advanceth deſpon- 
dency as an apprehenſion of impoſſibility, or which is equivalent there- 
to, an. extream difficulty (appearing to ſurmount our preſent forces) in 
the buſineſs to be attempted : of ſuch a conceit deſperation ſeemeth a 
reaſonable conſequence. For 9% dIwemy ipisdy warmr, *tls a madneſs to ains 
& impoſſibilities ; and ſuch conſidering the great infirmity of humane na- 
ture, its ſtrong propenſions to evil, and averſeneſs from good, together 
with the manitold impediments, and allurements objeCting themſelves in 
the way of good pratice, all duties as barely repreſented in Precepts; 


and preſſed by rational inducements might ſeem to .be,. if good example wo "x 


did not clearly demonſtrate them to be. poſſible, yea ſometimes facile ; " * 


een thoſe, which upon a ſuperficial view do ſeem moſt difficult, and in- 
ſuperable by. our weak endeavour. - The Sroical DoQtrine, which deſcri. 
bed a fine and ſtately PortraiQture of yertue ; and- inculcated, very, tric 
rules (a cloſe tollowing of God and nature, a perfe&t vittory over elf, 
the ſubduing all Paſſions and over-ruling all corporeal Appetites; an en- 
tire freedom, compoſure and tranquillity,of Mind ; a total indifferency in 
relpe& of Fortune, and all external events ; with the like duties; rarely 
prattited, although upon all accounts acknowledged conformable to rea- 
ion) was therefore by moſt rejected as uſeleſs; or exploded as ridiculous, 
as being preſumed to propound matters purely imaginary and unpracti- 
able, yet he that had ſeen this doQrine in great meaſure exemplified, by 
Ao, the firſt Maiter of it, would have had no ſuch reaſon to contemn 
It, nor to deſpair of praQtiſing according to it, if he would ſeriouſly; en- 
deavour it ; exemplified, I ſay, by Ago, whereof we have an illuſtrious 


teſtimony from a' ſolemn decree of the Athenians ; im) Zivay Mracis, '&C. 


Laert. in Zen. Whereas Zeno the Son of Mnaſeas the Cittican, having mes 
2 jears profeſſed Philoſophy in this City, and as well in all other things hath 
aemeaned himſelf like a good man, as particularly exhorting the young men,'whbo 
ment to be inſtruited by him, hath provoked them to vertne, and ſobriety; with- 
dexhibiting his own life a pattern of the beſt things anſwerable to the d1ſcour- 
ſes he uſed to make ; it is therefore auſpiciouſly decreed by the people, that Zeng 
the Sou of Mnaſeas be ſolemnly praiſed and crowned (according to the uſage) 
nth a golden crown; and that a monument be erected for him at the publick 
charge :3 the Ceramicum (the Place where thoſe were interr*d, who.had 
bravely expoſed their lives for publick defence.) This was indeed a,noble 
atteſtation, and a comely reſpect exhibited to a vertuous Coaverfation : 
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making in ſome meaſure a ſatisfaQtion for the heinous affront done thereto. 
when inſtead of honouring it with a crown, they rewarded it with a cup 
of Poiſon, given to the excellent Socrates, Suitably to which teſtimony | 
Sexeca ſaith of Cleanthes, that his vertuous Prattice depended more upon 
the obſervation of Zeno's life, than the information of his doftine: 
Zgnonem Cleanthes non expreſſiſſet ſieum tantummoad audiſſet ; vits ejws inter. 
fait, ſecreta perſpexit, obſervavit illum au ex formula ſua viveret, Cleanthes 
(faith he) had not ſo nearly reſembled Zeno, if he had onely attended to his 
diſcourſes : he was preſent to his life, he took notice of his private carriage, he 
obſerved whether his prattice did ſuit to his doftrine. So that Stoiciſm it ſelf 
which ſpeaketh ſuch Prodigies, was it ſeems founded not onely upon big 
words, the iſſues of a ſpeculative fancy, but more upon the good PraQtice 
of its firſt Maſter and Inſtitutour. And indeed he that would efe. 
Qtually perſwade the undertaking of any enterpriſe, muſt either ſuppoſe 
it, or prove it effeQible ; and the moſt eaſie, the moſt 


Melins hominesexemplis docentar,que 
#mprimis hoc bont habent, que approbant, 
quepracipiunt fieri poſſe.P11n.Jun.Paneg. 

Adjuvari ſe exemplis exoptat humana 
infirmitas, quo facilins ipſa coy) rger' 
que alios ſeciſſe ante cognoſcat ; dum ad- 
monetur auditu «tas ommis fieri poſſe, quod 
fa#um eſt, Salv, ad Eccl..Cath, 

Sermo quidam viuw,(QF efficax exem- 
plum operis eſt, facile perſuadens quod in- 
tendimus, dum fattibile probat fe, quod 
ſuademus. Bern. de Reſur. Serm. 3. 

Ex aliorum fa#is fieri poſſe credunt, 
quod ſotte cum putant fiert non poſſe p1- 


: 


evident way of proving it is by Example. Men (faith 
Pliny Funior well) are better inſtrufted by exaniples, which 
have in them chiefly this advantage, that they do prove the 
things may be done which they enjoyu., And, Humane in. 
firmity ſaith (Salviaz to the ſame purpoſe) requires the 
aſſiſtance of example,that it may more eaſily now perform that, 
which it knows others to have before done ; all poſterity being 
admoniſhed by hearing that what hath once been done, may 
be done again: And, The Example (faith St. Bernard) of 
a work done is a lively and efficacious Oration, eaſily perſwa- 
ding what we intend, by proving that feaſible, which we 


greſcunte., Cyp. Ep. |. 2. 2. | 


ſtrive to perſwade unto.” Upon which ſcore we therefore are — 
obliged to thoſe holy men who by their PraQtice have aflured us, that 
the higheſt duties exacted of us by our religion (the mortification of un- 
reaſonable deſires, the ſuppreſſion of irregular paſſions ; the loving and 
bleffing our Enemies ; the renouncing Org vanities and pleaſures, 
the rejoycing in 'affiictions, the voluntary abdication of our eſtates in 
ſome caſes, yea, expoſing life it {elf to inevitable hazard and loſs) are 
. not chimerical Propoſitions ci impoſſible Performances ; but duties (if 
we ſhall ſeriouſly and vigorouſly apply our endeavours to them, and ſuffer 
. Our hopes to be elevated by their example) really praticable : Piety ab- 
ftracedly view'd in Precept may ſeem an. aiery Project, a Name, a No- 
tion ; but it being ſeen in Example will prove a matter ſubſtantial, tyue 
and feaſible.-- A dire& and pure ſpeculation thereof may dazle our ſight, 
and daſh our hopes ; but as being refleCted from Perſons praftifing it we 
may bear its luſtre; and hope to attain it. 
+3,” Examples doenflame courage. So the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſigni- 
fieth, when to this purpoſe he intimateth that he mentioned and ſetteth 
befare-them the examples of the Patriarchs; that he thereby might ex: 
cite their courage, and cauſe them reſolutely to undertake that obedience, 
and patiently to undergo thoſe aflitions, which they performed and fu- 
Rained ; that ( ſaith he) ye be nor flothful, but followers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes. For that heat, and aCtive Spirit, 
which in ſome degree relideth in all mens breaſts, js by example kindled, 
as one flame is: kindled '|by the contact, or approach of another. How 
many. Perſons 'timorous, and averſe from dangerous undertakings, have 
notwithſtanding become very bold and adventrous in war by the diſcipline 
and'influence of 'an exemplary valour ? Tis Platarch's obſervation concer- 
ning C2ſ/ar*s Souldiers,that they who in ſervice under other — 
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did not exceed the ordinary rate of courage, nor excel 
their fellows, did yet when he lead them become irre- end = Re bs arms 
ftibly valiant, being animated and inſpired by his un- Ceſareis Labienus erat. 
marallePd Gallantry ; and whois there indeed ſo incura- 
fly heartleſs ? ſo deſperately fluggiſh or ſtupid, whom the ſight of a vali- 
ant Leader, marching before into the mouth of danger, will not infufe 
fre and vigour into, and inſtigate forward into a participation of brave 
adventure ? .So example doth by a kind of contagion infinuate courage, 
or inveagle men thereinto ; beſide that it iS a kind of daring, and pro- 
claimeth him a Daſtard that will not imitate it ; which imputation the 
loweſt courage of Man can hardly digeſt ; and will therefore by doing 
ſomewhat an{werable ſtrive to decline it. | | 
3. Again, Examples provoke emulation ; which is another ſtrong 
Principle of aCtivity ; moving us earneſtly to deſire, | | 
(and thence eagerly to purſue) whatever good, privi- Chryl. T. r. p. 77. T. 6. p. 148. 
lege, or advantage/ we fſce another to enjoy, To ob- park x roi rr ads 
ſerve another of the ſame nature and capacities with 5 439m 5s 5 Ke. Ne. 
our ſelves to have ſhone with an 1lluftrious vertue, to 
be conſecrated to Poſterity by a /aſting fame,and to be crowned with glo- 
rious rewards above ; what other refle&tions of thought can it produce in 
us, than ſuch as theſe ? ſhall he a man, like my ſelf, endued with the ſame 
faculties, appetites and paſſions ; ſubject to the ſame infirmities, tempta«- 
| tions, needs, cares and encumbrances of life, ſhall he by noble diſpoſitions 
of Soul, and worthy Performances render himſelf highly conſiderable ; 
while 1 by ſordid qualities, and unworthy Practices debaſe, and render 
my ſelf deſpicable ? ſhall he leave behind him monuments of eternal Praiſe, 
while I do nothing worthy of regard or memory ? ſhall he enjoy the fa- 
| yourof the great God, and the comforts of a bleſſed Eternity, but T be 
wholly deprived of that joyful Eſtate, and plunged into endleſs ſorrows, 
and deſperate miſery ? ſhall a Joſeph ſtoutly reſiſt and overcome the ſtron- 
gf Temptations, and I be eaſily baffled by the leaſt ſolicitation of Vice ? 
hall a ftripling David glorioully triumph over Giants, while T baſely am 
venquiſhed by Dwarfs ! ſhall Fob be ſtripped of all his Goods with con- 
| tentednefſs, and endure the moſt grievous Pains with Patience, while I am 
dicompoſed for any ſmall loſs, and diſmayed by the leaft croſs accident ? 
ſhall Abrahams here by his faith,and obedience attain to be called the Friend 
of God, and reſt for ever in his glorious and happy Bofom, while I de- 
krvedly am refuſed the honour and comfort of that Heavenly commu- 
non/here, and ſhall hereafter be caſt out from that blifsful Preſence into 
the diſmal manſions of wretched folly and wickedneſs ? Did Paz/, once 
a ſtubborn Jew, a blind Phariſee, a grievous Blaſphemer, a bloody Per- 
keutour, by a ſeafonable Converſion repair his State, approve himſelf to 
God by an eminent zeal for his glory, undergo reſtleſs Pains, run deſpe- 
nte hazards, and endure all ſorts of diftreſſes for the propagation of Gods 
Heavenly truth, obtaining thence a never-fading crown of Glory in Hea- 
ven, and a perpetual renown upon Earth ; and ſhall T then, who from 
my youth have been educated in the moſt true and holy religion, who 
have by folemn engagements devoted my ſelf thereto; who may with- 
out any trouble, or danger profeſs and practice according to that holy dif+ 
Cline, proceed in wicked courſes, provoking God's wrath, andattraQ- 
ng his vengeance upon me ? No : ſince the capacities are alike, ſince the 
means are commony,ſince the rewards of Piety are promiſcuouſly expoſed 


and offered unto all,why ſhould I by deplorable perverſeneſs or negligence 
luffer my ſelf to be deprived of it and its benefits ? Why ſhall not I become 


% 
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as good, as commendable, as happy as any other man ? Theſe are the 
conceits and voices of natural emulation, that mighty Paſſion (fo often 
and by many effetts it diſcovereth. it {elf to be) implanted in our ori. 
ginal conſtitution to be as a ſpur and incentive, ſtimulating and enflamin 
us unto the ready undertaking, and vigorous purſuit of good purpoſes ; 
the which perhaps hath produced more noble effects, than any other Pa(. 
ſion, or Inclination of our Souls : for all manner of excellency in know. 
ledge, in proweſs, in vertue how often doth it iſſue from this ſource? 
Doth not the admired fame of men notable for Learning (recorded in Sto. 
ry, or ſubje& to preſent obſervation) and a jealouſie of being ſurpaſſed 
in accompliſhments competent to humane nature, ſharpen the appetite, 
and rouſe the induſtry of moſt Scholars, whom neither the love of know. 
ledge, nor its apparent uſefulneſs could any-wiſe per. 
—Tentanda viaeſt, qua mequoue pn ſyrade to. bear ſo much toil in acquiſt thereof? Do na 
Tellere humo,— : . . 
| all Hiſtories acquaint us, that the moſt gallant enter. 
prizes and exploits of famous Warriours have derived their beginnin 
from an emulation of the glory purchaſed by their Anceſtours ? (wiſdom 
and valour have thus eſpecially been propagated : one Man's ſignal ex. 
cellency being Parent to the like in many other. } And that this Paſſion 
may in like manner be ſublervient to the Produttion of Vertue and Piety, 
is-plain enough from parity of reaſon, and from experience ; and we 
have (for farther argument thereof) the Apoſtles Praftice uſing it to this 
purpoſe : St. Paul employed it as an engine for the converſion of his dear 
countreymen ; whom by raiſing in them a jealouſie of being out-ftripped 
(in God's favour, and its effects) by the Gentiles, heendeavoureth topro- 
Rom. 11- 14- yoke to the embracing of the Chriſtian Faith ; I feak to you Gentiles ({aith 
10.19% he) in as much as Jam the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, I magnifie my Office, 6 mi 
mo ws Thw oxy, if by any means I may provoke to emulation them which 
are my fleſh, and might ſave ſome of them, And St. James inftigateth us un- 
Jam. $.17- to fervency of Prayer, by minding us, that Elias was « man of like paſſions - 
with our ſelves; yet was able by his Prayers to ſhut and open Heaven, to 
procure barrenneſs and fertility to the Earth. And the Apot/e to the He | 
brews chargeth us; to conſider one another, &s mex;vauer dams, 14 xghiv gn, - 
ſs as to provoke one another (or by mutual emulation to ſharpen one ano- 
ther) to charity and good works. 
4. Examples do work upon modeſty, that- preſerver and guardian of 
wvertue, as Cicero calls it. For every good action of another doth upbraid, 
Cuſtes omrjum reproach and ſhame him, who aQeth not-conformably thereto. Can we 
eee Without a trembling heart, and bluſhing forchead view the PraRtices of 
tmmemaxime the ancient Saints, if ours be altogether unlike them ? If they to pleaſe 
us xr org God, and ſecure their ſalvation did undergo ſuch prodigious Pains in afſ- 
pore, duous devotions, abſtinencies, watehings, and we contrary-wiſe are ex- 
treamly ſluggiſh, cold and negligent in the Performance of our ordinary 
duties ; if they willingly renounced all ſenſual complacencies, and we 
either cheriſh our {elves in a ſoft delicacy of life, or wallow in a profane 
diſſolution of manners ; if they to free themſelves from diſtracting cares, 
voluntarily disburthened themſelves of all needleſs encumbrances, and we 
are wholly bulie in heaping up wealth, and driving on worldly intereſts; 
1 they gladly embraced 7 endured the ſharpeſt aMiQtions, and we are 
terrified by the-thought, are overwhelmed by the ſenſe of the leaſt dil- 
appointment, or diſtaſtful occurrence ; how can we without extream rc- 
ret of. mind, and confuſion of face conſider their Practice, or compare 
wmh ours? It is a profligate impudence-of him that can daily hear, - 
rea 
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read the Stories of their doings, without being deeply ſenſible,and aſhamed 
ar the diſſonance appearing between their courſe of life, and his = 

-, Example awakens that curioſity, which is natural to us, and of 
no mean efficacy upon our actions. For whatever we ſee done, we are 
apt to be inquiſitive concerning it ; why and to what purpoſe it is done, 
what the grounds are, and what the fruits of the Performance ; eſpeci- 
ally if the matter ſeem conſiderably important,and the aCtion proceedeth 
from a Perſon deſerving reſpect ; whereof having paſſed ſome competent 


judgment, we are by the ſame inſtinct of curioſity farther tranſported in- 


to a deſire of diſcerning by our trial and experience whether the event cor- 
reſpondeth to our expegtation ; ſo are we eaſily induced to imitate the 
ations of others. By which means as vice ordinarily is conceived and 
propagated, (men by a prepoſterous and perverſe curiolity being inveag- 
[:d to try what they ſee othicrs affect or enjoy) 10 may vertue alſo by the 
fame means be engendred and nouriſhed ; the general ways of producing 
and maintaining thoſe contrary habits being alike. As therefore, *tis a 
great blemiſh and reproach to humane nature, that, | 


Turpibus & pravis ones ſumus—— 


w (as the Satyriſt truly obſerveth of us) have 2 great proclivity to follow 
nwphty examples ; ſo thete is from hence ſome amends, that we have alſo 
ſome inclination to imitate good and worthy Precedents; the which is 
ſmewhat more ſtrong and vigorous, becauſe countenanced and encou- 
raged by the approbation of reaſon, our moſt noble faculty. 

6, Examples alſo do pleaſe the mind and fancy in contemplation of 
them, thence drawing a conſiderable influence upon praftice. No kind 
ef ſtudious entertainment doth ſo generally delight as Hiſtory ; or the 
tradition of remarkable examples : even thoſe who have an abhorrency 
or indiſpoſition toward other ſtudies (who have no genius to apprehend 
the more intricate ſubtilties of Science ; nor the patience to purſue rati- 
onal conſequences) are yet often much taken with hiſtorical narrations ; 
theſe ſtriking them with a deleQable variety of accidents, with circum- 
ſantial deſcriptions, and ſenſible repreſentations of objeQts, do greatly af- 


| | anddelight their fancies ; eſpecially the relation of notable adven- 


fures,: and rare accidents, is wont to be attended with great pleaſure and 
atisfaction. And ſuch are thoſe, which preſent to us the lives and exam- 
pks of holy men, abounding with wonders of providence and grace : 
ndattempts ſo gallant, no exploits ſo illuſtrious as thoſe, which have been 
achieved by the faith and patience, by the prudence atid courage of the 
acient Saints; they do far ſurpaſs the moſt famous atchievements of Paga# 
Heroes. It was (TI dare ſay) more wonderful, that Abraham with his 
ttinue of Houſhold Servants ſhould vanquiſh four potent and viQtorious 
Kings; and that Gideon with three hundred unarmed men ſhould dif- 
on a vaſtly numerous hoſt ; than that Alexander with a well appoint- 
&d army of ſtout and expert Souldiers ſhould overturn the Perſia Empire, 
The Siege of Jericho is fo far more remarkable, than thoſe moſt famous 
ones of Namantia, and Saguntms, as it is more ſtrange, that the blaſt of 
Trumpets, and the noiſe of People ſhouting ſhould demoliſh Walls, than 
the ſhaking them with Rams, or diſcharging maſly Stones againſt them. 
And he that carefully will compare the deeds of Sampſon and Hercales, 

Il find, that one true exploit performed by the former doth much in 
lorce and ſtrangeneſs ſurmount the twelve fabulous labours of the other : 


No 


Faciles imitandis Javen. 


mmm. 


24 Of being Tmaaonrs of Chriſt. Vol. III 


No triumphs indeed are comparable to thoſe of Piety ; no trophies are &, 
magnificent and durable, as thoſe which victorious faith ereQteth : that 
hiſtory therefore which reports the res geſt e, the aQts and ſufferings of 
moſt pious men, mult in reaſon be eſteemed not only the moſt uſeful, py; 
—alſo the moſt pleaſant ; yeilding the ſweeteſt entertainment to well diſpg. 
ſed minds ; whercin we ſee vertue expreſſed, not in bare dee only, bur in 
aQtual life, ſtrength, motion ; in all its beauty, and ornaments : thn 
which no ſpeQacle can be more ſtately ; no object more grateful can he 
preſented to the diſcerning eye of reaſon. | 
7, We may farthermore conſider, that God hath provided and recom. 
mended to us one example, as a perfe& ſtandayd of good practice, The 
example of.our Lord ; the which declareth the uſe and efficacy of goog 
example, as one principal inſtrument of Piety. That indeed is the mog 
univerſal, abſolute and aſſured Pattern ; yet doth it not ſuperſede the uſe 
of other examples : Not onely the valour and condutt of the Genera], 
but thoſe of inferiour officers, yea, the reſolution of common Souldjers 
do ſerveto animate their fellows : The Stars have their ſeaſon to guide y; 
as well as the Sun; eſpecially when our eyes are ſo weak, as hardly to 
beer the day. Even, conſidering our infirmity, infertour examples, by 
their imperte&ion ſometime have a peculiar advantage. Our Lords mof 
imitable pratice did proceed from an immenſe vertue of divine grace, 
which we cannot arrive to ; it in it ſelf is ſo perfe& and high, that we 
may not ever reach it; looking upon it may therefore ſometimes dazlegand 
diſcourage our weakneſs ; but other good men had affiſtances in meaſur 
ſuch as we may hope to approach unto; they were ſubjeCt ro the difficul. 
ties, which we feel ; they were expoſed to the perils of falling, which we 
fckr : we may therefore hope to march on in a reaſonable diſtance after 
them ; we may, by help of the ſame grace,come near in tranſcribing their 
leſs exact Copy. | | 
To nchads ſince upon ſo many accounts we are obliged to folloy 
good examples ; ſince they are of ſo great uſe toward our proceeding in 
the way to happineſs ; thence they conduce to the clear inſtruCtion of our 
underſtanding, to the forcibly inclining our reaſon, to the vehement ex- 
citement of our Paſſions, to the delightfully affe&ting our imagination in 
ſubſerviency to good praQtice ; let us make that due and profitable uſe of 
them, which we ſhould and may do. Let us with diligent attention pe- 
ruſing the ſacred hiſtory meditate upon the lives of holy men therein pro- 
pounded as Patterns of a perſevering Faith in God, and conicionable obe- 
dience to his commandments. Let the light of their exemplary praftice 
inall kind of piety and vertue continually ſhine upon our ſouls, to dire 
our minds, to inflame our affe&ions, to quicken our reſolutions, to detett 
the errours, and correC the faults of our lives, that we imitating ther 
vertuous and pious converſation, may partake of thoſe comfortable re- 
wards ; of that joy, and bliſs, whereof they reſt poſſeſſed : The which 
God Almighty, and our Bleſſed Saviour the authour and finiſhers of our 
Faith, by his gracomn aid and blefſing grant unto us ; to whom be al 
glory and praiſe for ever and ever. Amen. Ds 
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Abiding in Chriſt to be demonſtra- 
ted by walking as Chriſt did. 
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I JOHN 2. 6. 


| He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk as 
he walked. : | 


"AQ abide in Chriſt, to be in Chriſt, to put on Chriſt; and recipro- _ $6 
cally Chriſt's being in us, living, dwelling, being formed in us ; xy. +, xn. 
ahd the like expreſſions occurring in H. Scripture; do not de- Gal. 4. 19. 
> _ note any Phyſical inherence, or Effential conjunQtion between 
Crit and us (ſuch as thoſe who affett unintelligible miſteries rather than 
plain ſenſe, would conceit) but onely that mutual relation accruing from 
our profeſſion of beipg Chrif*s Diſciples, our being inſerted into his: bo- 
d the Church, being governed by his Laws, partaking of his Grace,with 
all the privileges of the Goſpel, relying upon his promiſes, and hoping ' 
foreternal ſalvation from him. By vertue of which relation we may be 
id in a myſtical, or moral manner to be united to him, deriving ſtrength 
and ſuſtenance from him, as the members from the head, the branches 
from the tree, the other parts of the building from the foundation ; by 
which fimilitudes this myſterious union is uſually expreſſed in Scripture ; 
nefk& briefly, ro be in, or to abide in Chriſt implyeth no more, but 
our being truly, in faith and prattice, Chriſtians ; ſo that the meaning of 
v& John's words ſeemeth plainly and ſimply to be this ; Whoever pre- 
tends to be a Chriſtian (that is, to believe the DoQtrine, and embrace the 
Diſcipline of Chrift) ought to walk {that is, is obliged to order the whole 
courſe of his life and aCtions) as Chriſt walked - (that is, as Chri/# did live 
and converſe in the World :) Or, it is the duty of every one, profefling - 
Chriſtianity, to conform his life to the pattern of Chriffs life, to follow 
bis example, to imitate his praQtice. "This is the importance of the words, 
tlis the ſubje& of our preſent diſcourſe. | 
[. For illuſtration and confirmation of which point, we may obſerve; 
that the H. Apoſtles do, upon all occaſions, aſſume this ſuppoſition, when 
ley would perſwade their Diſciples to the praQtice of any vertue, or per- 
formance of any duty ; enforcing their exhortations, by repreſenting the 
pratice of Chriſt, as an-unqueſtionable ground of obligation, and an et- 
kQual inducement thereto. Hence they incite them to holineſs : ' But 
_ (fithSt, Perer) as he that hath called you ts holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner 1 vet. 1. 15, 
of converſation; to Charity : 4nd walk in love ({aith Saint Paul) as Chriſt Eph 5. 2: 
alſo loved ws: to Patience ; Becauſe (faith St. Peter) Chriſt alſo ſuffered for * outs & Bs 
a, leaving us an example, that we ſhould follow his ſteps. An 4 - 
E _ (fait 
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Il. I, 


Rom. I 5. 2+ 


Joh. 13+ 13. 


Joh. 13. 35. 
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Heb. 12-1. (faith the Apoſtle to the Hebrews) run with patience the race that tc ſet before 
us, looking unto Jeſus the authour and finiſper of our faith, who for the joy that 

Phil. 2. 2. was ſet befope him endured the craff : to hytaility ; Ler (faith St, Paul): the 


ſame mind he ip you, which mas alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the form g 
God, thought it no robbery to be equal with God, bat made himſelf of no a4 
tation : to charitable compliance, and inoffenſive demeanour toward 6 


x Cor. 10. 33 thers, intimated by St, Paul, when he ſays, Ever as Þ pleaſe all men in all 


things, pot ſeeking my own profit, bat the profit of many, that they might by (4 
vaſt? Be dy os of < as 1 am of Chriſt ; and again, Let paſs je 
pleaſe his neighbour for his good to edification ; for even Chriſt pleaſed not him. 
ſelf. Thus do the Apoſtles take all occaſion, from the like practice of Chrip, 
to perſwade the performance of duty ; and the ſtrength of their argument 
lyeth upon the evidence of this ſuppoſition, that all profeſſing themſelves 
Chriſtians are eſpecially obliged to imitate Chrif*s example. And their 
authority may be backed and inforced by ſeveral reaſons. 

IT. Doing ſo hath a reaſonableneſs and decency grounded upon our rela. 
tions to Chriſt : it is fit and comely that the manners of the Diſciple ſhould 
be regulated by thoſe of his Maſter ; that the Servant ſhould nor, in his 
garb and demeanour,difſent or vary from his Lord; that the SubjeC& ihould 
conform his humour to the faſhion of his Prince ; eſpecially that we ſhould 
thus comply and conform to ſuch a Maſter, ſuch a Lord, ſuch a Prince, 
whom (upon higheſt conſiderations) by a moft voluntary choice, and in 
a moſt ſolemn manner we have abſolutely devoted our ſelves unto : This 
reaſon our Lord doth himſelf urge : Ye (faith he to his Diſciples) call me 
Maſter,and Lord, and ye ſay well, for ſo I am ; if I then your Lord aud Maſter 
have waſhed your feet, ye ought alſo to maſh one anothers feet... | 

HI. Following Chri//*s example is requiſite to demonſtrate the fincers 
ty of our faith, love and reverence to him. Ir is the moſt natural way 


of teſtifying affeQion and reſpeCt to imitate the manners of thoſe perſons, 


who are the objets of thoſe aQts and diſpoſitions ; to efteem what they 
approve, to delight in what they affect, and conſequently (ſince ations 
do proceed from affeQions) to do as they do. Contrary actions are phin 
arguments of contrary judgments, inclinations and affections : Whocan 
imagine we ſincerely believe in Chri/#, or heartily love him, or truly ho- 
nour him, that ſ{eeth us to loath what he liked,or affe&t what he deteſted; 
to contemn what he prized, or value what he deſpiſed:; to gegle& what 
he purſued, or embrace what he avoided ? but it our lives reſemble his, 
any Man will thence collect our refpect and affetion to. him : this argy- 
ment our Saviourdoth alſo intimate: By his (faith he) ſhall all men know 
ye are-my diſciples, if ye love one another; that is, it will be an evident ſign 
and ftrong argument, that ye really do believe in, love and honour me, 
if ye imitate me in my charity. 

IV. By PRO to be Chriſtians we acknowledge the tranſcendent 
goodneſs, worth and excellency of our Saviour ; that he was incompt» 
rably better, and wiſer than any perſon ever was, or could be; that he 
alwayes aQted with the higheſt reaſon, out of the moſt excellent diſpoſi 
tion of mind, in order to the beſt purpoſes ; and that his practice there- 
fore reaſonably ſhould be the rule and pattern of ours. For the beſt and 
exaQelſt in every kind is the. meaſure of the: reſt. All that would ob- 
tain exquiſite $kill in any Art, or Faculty, think beſt to imitate the works 
of the beſt Maſters therein.; A Painter to draw after the pieces of Zyuxis 
or Apelles. (of Raphael, or Titian) an Oratour to ſpeak in the ſtyle of 
Cicero, or Demoſthenes; a Souldier to emulate the military Atchievements 
of Hannibal, or Ceſar : in like manner, reaſon requireth, if we m_ 
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live well and happily, that we ſhould endeavour to conform ourpraftice to 
that of our Saviour, the moſt perfect mirrour of all vertue and goodneſs. 
V. The pradtice of our Saviour did throughly agree with his DoQrine 
and Law 3; he requireth nothing of us which he did not eminently per- 
form himſelf, He falfiled in deed as well as taught in | | 
word all righteouſaeſ, He was riot ignava opera, Philo- *'OuNv Jyxpirren 5% nant xi- 
ſopha ſententia ; like thoſe Maſters of Philoſophy, ſo 9 #mgi/G- Chryt 
frequently taxed and derided by the Satyrifts ; who, by *9g, 4 agua 5 16ers Oe FTTA 
4 horrid garb, ſupercilious looks,and loud declamations; Naz. 
would ſeem to diſcountenance thoſe vices which them- | 7” 
ſelves praCtifed ; nor like thoſe hypocritical Lawyers in the Goſpel, who 
Jaded other men with heavy barthezs, ſuch as themſelves would rot touch 
with one of their fingers : No, he impoſed nothing on us, which he did Lue. «1. 45: 
not firſt bear upon his own ſhoulders : the ſtridtneſs of his life did, in all 
relpe&ts, correſpond with the ſeverity of his Precepts; or rather did in- 
deed much exceed them. They therefore who pretend to believe his 
dofrine, and avow themſelves bound to obſerve his Law, are conſe- 
quently engaged to follow his practice, in which his Doctrine and Law 
are fignally exemplified. 
VI. It being the deſign of divine goodneſs, in ſending our Saviour, to 
render us good and happy, to deliver us from fin and miſery, to inſtru& 
us in the. knowledge, and excite us to the practice of all vertue ; and 
thereby to qualify us for the enjoyment of a bleſſed immortality ; effect- 
ing all this in a way agreeable to our natural condition and capacity ; 
there could not be deviſed any more powerful means,or more convenient 
method of accompliſhing thoſe excellent purpoſes, than by propounding 
ſuch an example, and obliging us to comply therewith ; the which may 
appear, I. by conſidering in general the advantage and efficacy that good 
example 1s apt to have upon praCtice ; 2. by weighing the peculiar ex- 
cellency of our Saviour*s example above all others, in order to thoſe ends; 
and 3. by ſurveying the particular inſtances of 1mitable goodneſs repre- 
{nted in the life of our Saviour, 
1, Good example is naturally an effectual inſtrument of good praftice; 
for that it doth moſt comperdiouſly, pleaſantly and eaſily inſtru; re- 
preſenting things to be done at one view, in a full body, cloathed with 
all their modes and circumſtances; it recommends them to us, by the 
moſt plain and plauſible way of reaſoning, (and withal the moſt ſure and 
fe) the authority of wiſe and good men ; it encourageth, by evidently 
declaring the praCticableneſs of rules preſcrib'd ; it kindleth and rowſeth 
mens courage, by a kind of contagion, as one flame doth kindle another ; 
traiſeth a worthy emulation of doing laudable things, which we ſee 
done ; or of obtaining a ſhare in the commendations and rewards of ver- 
tue, It urgeth modeſty, breeding ſhame and regret in them who aCt con- 
tranly thereto; it awakeneth curioſity, thereby producing a defire to 
make trial of what it propoſeth ; it affe&eth and pleafeth the fancy, 
tiereby inſinuating an approbation, admiration and liking of the good 
things, which it repreſeateth ; briefly, it exciteth and engageth all our 
paſhons, ſetting on-work all thoſe powerful ſprings of aQtivity,. it conſe- 
quently is, in its own nature, an efficacious mean of good practice. This 
we may, in general, ſay of all good examples ; but, - RD 
2, More elpecially the example of Chriſt doth in efficacy and influence 
upon good practice, furpaſs all others; upon ſeveral accompts. | 
Firſt; Tn that it is a ſure and infallible rule; an entire-and perfeCt rule 
of practice ; deficient in no part, ſwerving in.no cireumftance from truth 
; + | an 
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and right, which priviledges are competent to no other example. The 
Practice of the beſt men 1s not always to be imitated, nor ever abſolute. 
ly as a certain ground of action ; it 1s to be (lo tar as we have abilit 
conſidered, examined and compared to more certain rules ; (the Divine 
Laws, and the Principles of right Reaſon) according to their agreement 
with which they are to be followed ; they are indeed [betore trial of the 
caſe) probable arguments of what is done by them being good and law. 
ful ; they do outweigh ſlender and obſcure reatonings about the goodneſs 
of things ; they may, when opportunity, leiſure, or ability of farther 
enquiry and judgment about things are wanting, ferve to direCt us ; but 
they are nor throughly ſure rules, or perfett meaſures of our duty, We 
ſhould beware leaſt we be ſeduced even by holy perſons ; and therefore 
with circumſpeGion and caution ſhould peruſe their ſtory, and contem- 
plate their demeanour ; whereof thoſe which are explicitely commended, 
or allowed by the divine judgment, we may, being aſſured that we are 
in the ſame circumſtances, ſafely follow (taking them for monitories, 
encouragements and excitements to our duty) but thoſe 
E. __ trac þ” wony that are directly condemned by the ſame ſentence, or 
iſs obecerit bac crimen, boneſlum, APParently devious from God's Law, we as carefully 
quam turpem Catonem, ſhould avoid; ſuch as are of a doubtful and unaccoun- 
table nature we are to ſuſpend about, and not to ground 
upon ; nor to argue from the fact to the rightiulneſs of them ; the ſafeſt 
way being always (as weare able) to have recourſe to the ſimple, plain 
and perſpicuous precepts of God, and dictates of reaſon. For the beſt 
men have been always ſubjett to errours and infirmities; the fountain of 
original corruption in them was never ſo dried up, or cloſely ſtopped, 
but that ſome impure ſtreams have bubbled forth ; the fire of natural 
concupiſcence was never ſo utterly quenched, but that ſomerimes it would 
blaze, or ſmoke out in bad aCtions ; that inteſtine enemy (the fleſh) was 
never throughly ſubdued, nor the body of {in quite ſlain and mortifiedin 
any other mortal man : Good men have ever had ſome foul ſpots, or de- 
forming wrinkles appearing in the beauteous face of their converſation; 
they have had their inequalities and indifpolitions of humour ; their ebbs 
of devotion ; their fits of ſloth ; their wanton freaks ; rheir ſlips often, 
and ſometimes their falls; they have been ſubject to be deluded by 
miſtake, to be furprized by inadvertency, to be tranſported by paſſion, 
to be ſwayed by temper, to be biaſſed by intereſt, to be allured by temps 
tation into falle and unwarrantable proceedings ; they might ſometime 
fail in the ſubſtance, oftner in the degree, in the manner, in the circum- 
ſtances of action; we find them often complaining of their proneneſs to 
do amiſs, bemoaning the wretched frailty of their ſtate ; yea often re- 
penting and bitterly mourning for their aQual tranſgreſſions : There 
hardly is any Saint, recorded 1n Scripture, without ſome blemiſh in his 
actions ; which ſhews our weakneſs,and ingageth us to be wary. They 
were indeed endowed with ſufficient competencies of divine light and 
graces {utable to their private needs, or to the publick exigencies of their 
times, places, occaſions and affairs ; but not with the perteQtion and ex: 
tream degrees thereof, requiſite to preſerve them from all miſcarriage ; {0 
that we are not alwayes, or in all caſes, to conform our actions to their 
examples : We mult not learn to equivocate of Abraham, nor to circum- 
vent of Facob, nor to be cholerick of Moſes, (ſo as in our exceſs of paſſion 
to break the Tables of the Divine Law) nor of E/; to be fondly atfetio- 
nate, or indulgent to our relations, nor of David to utter uncharitable 
1mprecations ; nor to diſſemble 'of St, Petey ; nor of St. Paul to revile 
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Magiſtrates : The uſe we are to make of many praQtices, of moſt emi- 
nently pious men, 15 not to be miſguided by them into wrong paths ; not 
by them to authorize, or excuſe our preſumptuous miſdeeds; but to make 
us to admire, and to relye upon the Divine Mercy, which fo graciouſly 
did overlook and pardon their offences ; to provoke us to an imitation of 
their repentance ; to render us watchtul in ſhunning thoſe rocks, upon 
which perſons, fo skiltul in the conduct of their lives, have daſhed ; to 
engage us to humility, by conſidering ſo manitelt arguments of our frail- 
ry, and our being obnox16us to greater and more frequent miſcarriages. 

But as to our Saviour's example, the caſe 1s quite different ; for though 
he did Miracles as God, he commanded as Chri#t ; he did many heroical 
things in diſcharge of his office, &c. in which things, we cannot, or 
may not imitate him ; yet whatever in his life was in its own nature 
imitable by us, which did not exceed our natural powers, nor diſagree 
with our condition and quality ; whatever he as Man, in a private capa- 
city, as ſubject to the divige Law, with regard thereto performed, we 
may with all freedom, confidence and ſecurity imitate ; nor can ſo doin 
incur any danger of errour, or guilt ; for we cannot, without great folly 
and impiety, ſuſpeCt any fault, or imperfeCtion in his moſt pure, righte- 
ous and innocent life : He was hotly, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparated from yeh. 5, 26. 
faners : He was a lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot ; He was in all ' -"_y 1. 19. 
pints tenzpted as we are, yet without ſin, He did no fin, nor was any guile (out. 05. 
found ia is mouth. Goa gave him of his Spirit not by meaſure : theſe are Joh. 3. 34- 
the voices and elogies of the Sacred Oracles concerning him. The hea- 
venly extraction, even of his humanity, derived no original contagion 
from our polluced ſtock, and rendred him free from the common incen- 
tives of evil concupiſcence. The inſeparable preſence of the Divinity 
with him ( for God was with him, as St, Peter expreſſed it) and the un- 
reſtrained effuſion of the H. Spirit upon him did preſerve him from all a. to. 35. 
dflements of infectious converſation in this World; a clear evidence of 
divine light always ſhining in his Soul, directed him infallibly in the 
paths of truth and righteouſneſs ; No tempeſt of croſs accidents with- 
out, nor any eſtuations of internal paſſion could diſcompole the fteady 
calm and ſerenity of his mind ; no allurement of worldly pleaſure, nor 
temptation of profit could pervert lus practice, or ſeduce his heart, be- 
ing enflamed with moſt intenſe love of God, and entire charity to men : 
lorhat his example muſt needs be a perfect rule and ſure direction to us. 
Which conſideration cannot but yeild great encouragement and comfort 
n following him ; freeing us from all anxious doubt, and ſuſpicion of 
miſtake in our ſpiritual progreſs ; like the preſence of a ſure guide to the 
bewildred Traveller ; like the appearance of a Star to the weather-beateg 
Mariner ; like that miraculous Pillar of Fire, which ſafely conduQted 
the wandring [/rae/ites through the unknown and unfrequented Paſſages 
of a wild Defart, But farther, 

Secondly, The peculiar excellency of our Lord's Example appears, in 
that he was, by the Divine Providence, to this very purpoſe deſigned, 
and ſent into the Worid, as well by his PraQtice as by his DoQtrine, to be 
theguide and maſter of holy life, and obedience to all men; and did ac- 
cordingly propound to himſelf this end of his actions, | | 
that he might be imitated by his diſciples. So he de- . ,Ai2 5m 1 aunts Ericor 5x 
clarcth himſelf, as to ſome conſiderable paſſages of his 3,9" Cry Ts bt 
life, and thence, by reaſonable inference, we may ſup-. | 
pole the ſame of the reſt, ſo far as they might be conducible to the ſame 
end; eſpe-ially, ſince of ſome performances, no other, or no fo probable 
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accompt can be given, as that they were done for exemplarity : For why 
ſhould he faſt, who had no fins to be repented of, no rebellious fleſh to 
be tamed, no intemperate deſires to be mortif®d, no coldneſs of devotion 
to be enlivened thereby ? And why did he offer himſelf to be Baptized, 
who had no original ſtain to be cleanſed of, no fault to be forgiven, hg 
want of ſpecial grace to be conferd! Why, but by his exemplary fy. 
filling all righteouſneſs, to teach us ready obedience to all Divine Inftity. 
tions, and peaceable compliance with all Iaudable cuſtoms : So an ancient 
Writer wiſely deſcanteth upon thoſe Practices of our Saviour : He pz; 
(faith that Writer) Baptized, and faſted, no? becauſe he 
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him to condelcend to ſuch a mis-beſeeming employment 
to appearance, as the waſhing of his diſciples feet, he doth himſelf tell ug: 
If 1 then (faith he) your Lord and Maſter have waſhed your feet, ye ought alſ 
towaſh one another's feet ; for I have given you an example, that ye ſhould do 4s 
T have done unto you. This was his profeſſed ſcope and drift,in that admirg- 
ble deportment of his, to teach us humility, charity and condeſcenſion to. 
ward the meaneſt of our Brethren. What did thoſe exuberant inſtances of 
charity, PraQtiſed by him, import ? this eſpecially, that we ſhould imitate 
them ; hither he drives them ; This (faith he) # my commandment that ye low 
one another, as T have loved you. Why was he, in his diſpoſition,ſo meek and 
gentle, in his converſation ſo humble and lowly ? to this purpoſe, that we 
might of him learn thoſe excellent qualities: Learn of ze (faith he) for [ 
am meek and lowly in heart. And St. Peter ſaith, That Chriſt ſuffered for w, 
leaving us an example, that we ſhould follow his fteps ; ſignifying, that he de. 
ſigned his patience to be exemplary to us. It then our Saviour, in his hu- 
mility, his charity, his meeknels, his patience, intended his life to be ex. 
emplary, and expreſly propounded it as ſuch ; then certainly, in his devo. 
tion, his ſelf-denial, his juſtice, in all other vertues he had the ſame inten- 
tion ; and what he intended, God defigned to be; and what God deſigned 
to be, was doubtleſs eminently conducible to the end deſigned ; and there- 
fore our Saviour's life was moſt exemplary. Other Saints indeed were of 
very exemplary converſation, but either proved to be ſo, according to or- 
dinary courſe of providence,without any peculiar deſignation thereto(their 
free choice conſpiring, with God's Grace, in producing good works ſhin-: 
ing before men) or at moſt, by a reſtrained determination to ſome particu» 
lar time,place or people ; as Moſes was choſen and appointed to conduR the 
Ijraelites ; David was taken from the ſheepfold, and following the ewes great with 
young, to feed Jacob God's people, and Iſrael his inheritance ;' Jeremy was 
{anctified from his birth, and ordained to be a Prophet of the Nations 
in his times, and St. Pau! was ſeparated from the womb to be a Preacher 
of the Chriſtian Faith: theſe, and ſuch like eminent perſons, Almighty 
God, in his goodneſs, was pleaſed to raiſe up, to be, in their generations, | 
as it were partial and temporary Saviours, as by declaring his will, and 
revealing his truth to men, ſo by guiding them with a remarkable exam- 
ple ; theſe barning and ſhining * Lamps (as St. John the Baptiſt is called) 
were indeed, like lamps ſet up in ſome particular families,: with a com: 
perent luſtre, to diſpel the _— darkneſs, ſhining within their definite 
{phere, and for a determinate time ; but our Saviour, like the Sun, fixed 
in a higher orb, was ordained with a perpetual and unconfined ſplendout 
to illuminate the Univerſe; to cauſe a general and everlaſting day of health: 
ful and comfortable knowledge over the face of the whole earth. He 
Was 
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was prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the Nations  en® 


(not 1/742! onely, but the Natzors indefinitely, or all Nations.) He 
was ordained, not Commander of a ſingle Regiment, or Party, but Cap- 
tain-General of all Mankind, to condu@ all thoſe who were diſpoſed ro i 2: 10. 
follow him, by a victorious obedience, into that triumphant ſtate of ever= 
Jaſting joy and happineſs. His example doth belong unto us all without | 
exception, by divine ordination ; for we, all of us, were (to uſe St. Pax/*s Rom. 8. 25; 
expreſſion) predeſtinated to be conformed to the image of God's Son; that he 
might be the firſt-bors among many brethren. So it was, and fo it became 
the infinite goodneſs, and philanthropy of God, to beſtow upon mankind 
one perfeAtly good example, inviting to all vertue, and fo fit to..counter- 
rail all thoſe many bad ones, wherewith we converſe, enticing to vice ; 
to ſet forth, among ſo many imperfect ones, one accompliſhed piece of 
his heavenly workmanſhip, able to attract the eyes, and raviſh the hearts 
of all men with admiration of its excellent worth and beauty ; to offer jy. 5 to. 
toour view ſome diſcernible repreſentation of his inviſible perfeftions ;*a ze 4 _ 
that ſo we might better be induced and inured to apprehend, love, reve- —_— oy, ; 
rence and imitate himſelf, by contemplation of that moſt exquiſite image noi, Ip. 
of him ; to give an evident proof, that the higheſt vertue is not unpra- 
Qicable, that humane nature, by aid and guidance of the Divine Spirit, 
may arrive to the ſublimeſt pitch of perfection in goodneſs ; in fine, to 
expoſe ſuch a common, {ſweet and lovely pattern, as we with aſſurance, 
joy and comfort may follow. 

Thirdly, Our Saviours example is eſpecially influential upon praQtice, 
in that it was, by an admirable temperament, more accommodated for 
mitation than any others have been. That the perfett copy of his moſt 


'  holylife ſeems more eafie to be tranſcribed, than the ruder draughts of o- 


ther holy Men, for though it were written with an incomparable fairneſs, 
delicacy and evenneſs ; not flurred with any foul blot, nor any where de- 
clining fxom exaCt ſtreightneſs ; yet were the lineaments thereof exceed- 
ng plain and ſimple ; not by any gaudy flouriſhes, or impertinent in- 
trgues rendred difficult, to ſtudious imitation ; ſo that even women and 
children, the weakeſt and meaneſt ſort of people, as well as the moſt 
wik and ingenuous, might eaſily perceive its deſign, and with good ſuc- 
6 write after it. His was a geatle and ſteady light, bright indeed, but 
not dazling the eye ; warm, but not ſcorching the face of the moſt intent 
beholder ; No affefted fingularities, no ſupercilious meroſities, no frivo- 
lous oftentations of ſeemingly high, but really fruitleſs performances ; no- 
thing that might deter a timorous, diſcourage a weak, or offend a ſcru- 
pulous diſciple,” is obſervable in his praQtice : but on the contrary, his 
conyerfation was full of lowliaeſs and condeſcenfion, of nakacs and 
lweetneſs, of openneſs and candid ſimplicity ;Wpt to envite and allure all 
men to approach toward.it, and with fatistaQtion to enjoy it. He did not 
kclude himfelf into the conſtant retirements of a Cloiſter, nor into the 
farther receſſes of a Wilderneſs (as ſome others have done) but conver(- 
&d freely and indifferently with all ſorts of mea, even the moſt contem- 
Ptible and odious fort of men, Publicans and Sizzers ; like the Sun, with 
an impartial bounty,liberally imparting his pleaſant light and comfortable 
warmth to all. He uſed no uncouth aufſterities in habit, or diet, but 
complied, in his garb,with ordinary uſage, and ſuſtained his life with fuch 
tood as caſual opportunity did offer; fo that his indifferency, in that kind, 
yielded matter of obloquy againft him from the fond admirers of a hu- 
morous preciſeneſs. His devotions, (though exceedingly TEE _ 
\ fervent 
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fervent) were not uſually extended to a tedious and enaſting durance, 
nor ſtrained into-ecſtatical tranſports, charming the .natural ſenſes, ang 
overpowering the reaſon ; but calm, ſteady and regular, ſuch as Perſons 
of honeſt intention and hearty deſire (though not endued with high 
fancy, or ſtirring paſſion) might readily imitate. His zeal was not yig. 
lent or impetuous, except upon very great reaſon, and extraordinary oc. 
caſion, when the honour of God, or good of Men, was much concer. - 
ned. He was not rigorous in the obſervance of traditional rites and cy. 
ſtoms, {ſuch as were needleſly burthenſome, or which contained in them 
more of formal ſhew, than of real fruit) yet behaved himſelf orderly ang 
peaceably, giving due reſpe& to the leaſt inſtitution of God, and comply. 
ing with the innocent cuſtoms of men ; thereby pointing out unto us the 
middle way. between peeviſh ſuperſtition and boiſterous faCtion ; which 
as always the moſt honeſt,ſo commonly is the molt ſafe and pleaſant w; 

to walk in. He delighted not to diſcourſe of ſublime miſteries (alt ol 
his deep wiſdom comprehended all) nor of ſubtile ſpeculations and intrj- 
cate queſtions, ſuch as might amuſe and perplex, rather than inſtru& and 
profit his Auditors ; but uſually did feed his Auditors with the moſt com 
mon and uſeful truths, and that in the moſt familiar and intelligible lan- 
guage; not diſdaining the uie of vulgar ſayings,and trivial proverbs,when 


they beſt ſerved to infinuate his wholeſome meaning into their minds. His 


whole life was ſpent in exerciſe of the moſt eaſie and pleaſant, yet moſt ne- 


_ ceſffary and ſubſtantial duties ; obedience to God, charity, meekneſs, hy- 


mility, patience, and the like ; the which, that he might praCtiſe with the 
greateſt latitude, and with moſt advantage for general imitation, he did 
not addiQt himſelf to any particular way of lite, but diſentangled himſelf 
from all worldly care and buſineſs ; chuſing to appear in the moſt free, 
though very mean condition ; that he might indiflerently inſtru, by kis 
example, perſons of. all callings, degrees and capacities ; eſpecially the 
moſt, that is the poor ; and might have opportunity, in the face of the 
world, to practiſe the moſt difficult of neceſſary duties ; lowlineſs, 'con: 
tentedneſs, abſtinence from Pleaſure, contempt of the World, ſufferance 
of injuries and reproaches. Thus ſuited and tempered by Divine Wiſdom 
was the life of our blefled Saviour, that all ſorts of men might be in an 
equal capacity to follow him, that none might be offended, affrighted, or 
diſcouraged, but that all might be pleaſed, delighted, enamoured with the 
homely Majeſty, and plain beauty thereof : And in effeQ ſo it happened, 
that ordinary people (the weakeſt, but fincereſt, and unprejudic'd-fort 
of men) were greatly taken with, moſt admired and applauded his de- 
portment ; many of them readily embracing his doftrine, and devoting 
themſelves to his diſcipline ; while onely the proud, envious, covetous 
and ambitious Scribes and Lawyers rejeQed his excellent dotrine, ſcorned 
the heavenly ſimplicity, af holy integrity of his life. | 

 Fourthly, The tranſcendent excellency of our Lords example appeareth, 
in that it is attended with the greatelit obligations (of gratitude and in- 
genuity, of juſtice, of intereſt, of duty) mightily engaging us to follow 
it. Fortis not the example of an ordinary, or incon{iderable Perſon, of 
a ſtranger, of one indifferent, or unrelated to us ; but of a glorious Prince, 
of heavenly extraction ; (the-firſt-born Son of the Almighty God, ſole 
heir of eternal Majeſty ) of our Lord and Maſter, to whom we are 
for ever bound, by indiſpenſable bands of duty and obedience ; of our 
great Captain, who hath undertaken to ſubdue our enemies, and hath ob- 
liged us to follow his conduQ, in a holy warfare, againſt them, by moſt 
ſolemn ſacraments and vows ; of our beſt friend, from whom we have 


received 


bk. 3M —_ — —_————— FR "qo 


ons mW , T5 797 "= 


F 


Gem, 1, Of Walking as Chriſt did. © 


————m—m mnt 


 — 


RAT]: . . : 

received the greateſt favours and benefits imaginable ; of our moſt graci- 

ous Saviour, who, for our ſake, hath voluntarily ſuſtained moſt bitter 
ains, and ſhameful contumelies ; having ſacrificed his deareſt heart-blood 

to redeem us from intolerable {laveries, and from extremities of horrible 

miſery 3 of him, to whom, 1n all reſpects, we do owe the higheſt re- 

ſpe&, love and obſervance that canbe : Now itisthe nature and property 


| both of reſpe& and love (ſuch as upon ſo many grounds we owe to him) 


to beget in the perſon reſpeCing and loving, an endeavour (anſwerable 
to the degrees of thoſe diſpolitions) of conforming to, and reſembling 
the qualities,and manners of the perſon reſpected, or beloved. We ſee 
how readily Children do comply with the euſtoms of their Parents and 
Tutours ; Servants of their Maſters and Patrons; Subjefts of their Prin- 
ces and Governours, with a ſtudious earneſtneſs compoſing themſelves to 
expreſs in their carriage, not onely their good or their indifferent faſhions 
and manners, but even their moſt palpable deformities and vices; inſo- 
much, that a whole family, a city, a nation may be debauch'd from its 
ſobriety, or reform?d from its diſſolutenelſs, even inſtantly, by the ex- 
ample of one perſon, who, by his place, power and authority, challeng- 
eth extraordinary reverence from men : and much greater influence hath 
hearty love to transform our manners into an agreement with the manners 


of him we love : What a man loves, that he imitateth ſo much as lies in his _. 
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and a benevolent inclination thence reſulting, engageth the affectionate rm. Hier: 


perſon to admire the qualities of him he aftetteth, to obſerve his deport- 
ments, to make the moſt advantageous conſtruction of what he doeth ; 
to fancy he doeth all things with beſt reaſon and diſcretion ; to deem 
therefore, that all his a&tions deſerve and require imitation : hence doth 
ove either find, or ſoon produce a competent ſimilitude in the. parties, 
(a fimilitude of mind, of will, of inclination and affection ; an Eaden 
velle & nolle :) It doth forcibly attract as to a vicinity of place and con- 
rerſe, ſo to an agreement of affeQtions and aCtions ; it uniteth the moſt 
diſtant, it reconcileth the moſt oppoſite, it turneth the moſt diſcordant 
natures into a ſweet conſent, and harmony of diſpoſition and demeagour. 
We then having the greateſt reaſon both to honour and love. our Saydour, 
ſurely his example being duly ſtudied and confidered by us, muſt needs 


obtain a ſuperlative influence upon our practice, and be very powerful to 


conform, and aſſimilate it to his. 

Theſe conſiderations may ſuffice, to ſhew the peculiar excellency of 
our Saviour's example in vertue, and efficacy upon our practice; the 
lame more abundantly might be deduc'd from a ſurvey of the moſt con- 
liderable particulars, in which we may and ought to imitate him. But 
the time will not ſuffer us to launch forth into ſo vaſt a ſea of diſcourſe. E 
ſhall onely therefore, from the premiſſes, exhort, That if any earneſt 
defire of happineſs, any high eſteem of vertue, any true affeCion to 
genuine ſanCtity do lodge in our breaſts, we 1hould apply this moſt ex- 
cellent means of attaining them ; the ſtudy and endeavour ot imitating 
the life of our Lord : If we have in us any truth and ſincerity, and do 
not vainly prevaricate in our profeſſion of being Chri/?”s Diſciples, and 
votaries of that moſt Holy Inſtitution, let us manifeſt ir by a real contor- 
mity to the praQice of him who is our Maſter, and authour of our faith : 
If we have in us any wiſdom, or ſober conſideration of things, let us 
employ it in following the ſteps of that infallible guide, deligned b 
eaven to lead us in the ftreight, even and pleaſant ways of righteouſnels, 
unto the poſſeſſion of everlaſting bliſs : If we do verily like, and SAPCATS 
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the praRice of Chriſt, and are affeted with, the innocent, {ſweet and 


lovely comelineſs thereof, let us declare ſuch our mind by a ſedulous care 
to reſemble it. If we ear any honour and reverence, any love and af. 
fection to Chriſt ; it we, are at all ſenſible of our relations, our manifolg 
obligations, our duties to our great Lord, our belt friend, our moſt pra. 
cious Redeemer ; let us teſtify it by a zealous care to become like to him : 
Let a lively image of his moſt righteous and innocent, moſt holy and yj. 
ous, moſt pure and ſpotleſs lite be ever preſent to our fancies ; ſo, as toin- 
form our Judgments, to excite our affeCtions, to quicken our endeavours, 
to regulate our purpoſes, to correct' our miſtakes, to dire, amend and 
fanCify our whole lives. 'Let us, with inceſſant diligence of ſtudy, me. 
ditate upon the beſt of hiſtories, wherein the tenour of his divine praQtice 
is repreſented to us ; revolving frequently in our thoughts all the moſt 
conſiderable paſſages thereof, entertaining them with devout: paſſions, 
impreſſing them on our memories, and ſtriving to expreſs them in our 
converſations ; Let us endeavour continually to walk in the ſteps of our 
Lord, and to follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth ; which that we ma 
be able to do, do thou, O Bleſſed Redeemer, draw us, draw us by the 
cords of thy love ; draw us by the ſenſe of thy goodneis ; draw us by . 
the incomparable worth and excellency of thy perſon ; draw us by the 
unſpotted purity and beauty of thy example ; draw us by the merit of 
thy precious death, and by the power of thy Holy Spirit ; Draw ws, good 
Lord, and we ſhall run after thee, Amen. 
Almighty God, who haſt given thine onely Son, to be unto us, both a ſs 
crifice for ſin, and alſo an enſample of godly life ; give us grate, that 
we may always moſt thankfully receive that his ineſtimable benefit ; and 
alſo daily endeavour our ſelves to follow the bleſſed fleps of his moſt holy 
life, through the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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Matt. 26. 39. Nevertheleſs let not my will, but thine be done. 


ſtinacy between God. and Man, 'is this, whoſe will ſhall take 
place, his or ours : gy God, by whoſe conſtant pro 
tection and great mercy we {ubfiſt, doth claim to himſelf the 
authority of regulating our ptaCtice, and diſpoſing our fortunes ; but we 
affe&t to be our own Maſters:ard Carvers; not willingly admitting AD 

Eaw, not patiently brooking any Condition, which doth not 1ort wh ; 


'T HE great controverlie, managed with ſuch carneſtneſs and ob- 
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our fancy and pleaſure : to make good his right, God bendeth. all his fbr- 
ces, and applieth all proper means both. of ſweetneſs and ſeverity (per: 
{wading us by arguments, ſoliciting us by entreaties, . alluring us by fair 
romiles, ſcaring us by fierce menaces, indulging ample benefits to us, 
aflicting ſore correQtions on us, working in us and upon us by ſeeret in- 
fluences of grace, by viſible diſpenſations of Providence) yet fo it-is, that 
commonly _— doth avail, our will oppoſing it {elf with invincible 
reſolution and ſtiffneſs. | | | Fs $7 {BK 
Here indeed the buſineſs pincheth ; herein as the chicf worth, fo the 
main difficulty of retigious praCtice conſifteth, in bending that iron finew ; 
in bringing our proud hearts to ſtoop, and our iturdy humours to buckle, 
ſo as to ſurrender and refign our wills to the juſt, the wiſe, the gracious 
will of our God, preſcribing out duty, and aſſigning our lot unto us.' We 
may accuſe our nature, but it is our pleaſure ; we may pretend weakneſs, | 
but it is wilfulneſs, which 1s the guilty cauſe of our miſdeme1nours'; for chryc: Twr. 
by God's help (which doth alwaies prevent our needs, and is never want- 5: 9s 12. i 
. . - £1 Cor. Or. 17. 
ing tothoſe who ſeriouſly deſire it) we may be as goad as we pleaſe, if 7:11. 5. or. 2; 
we can pleaſe to be good ; there is nothing within us that can refiſt, if 43. 
our wills do yeild themſelves up to duty : ro conquer our reaſon is not 
hard ; for what reaſon of man can withſtand the infinite cogency of thoſe 
motives, which induce to obedience ? What can be more eafie, than by 
2 thouſand arguments, clear as day; to convince any man, that to croſs 
God's will is the greateſt abſurdity in the world, and that there is no mad= gucungue 
nelscomparable thereto ? Nor is it ditficult, if we reſolve upon it, to go+/6 imperavit 
yern any other part or power of our nature ; for what cannot we do, if 945mm: 
weare willing ? what inclination cannot we eheck; what appetite cannot 12. 
vereſtrain, what paſſion cannot we quell or moderate ; . what faculty of 
our ſoul, or member of our body is not obſequious ro our will ? Even 
half the reſolution with which we purſue vanity and fin, would ſerve to 
engage us in the ways of wiſdom and vertue, 8 
Wherefore in overcoming our will the ſtreſs lieth ; :this is that impreg- 
nble fortreſs, which everlaſtingly doth hold -out againſt all the batteries 
f reaſon and of grace ; which no force of per{ſwaſion, no' allurement of 
favour, no diſcouragement of terrour can reduce : this puny, this impo- 
tent thing it is, which grappleth with Omnipotency, and often in a man- 
ner baffleth it : And no wonder ; for that God doth not intend to:over- 
power our will, or to make any violent impreſſion on it, but onely "to 
araw it (as it is in the Prophet) with the cords of a man; .or by rational in- yg, 11. 4. 
ducenients to win its cn and compliance ; our ſervice 1s. not {o con= | 
liderable to him, that he ſhould extort it from-us ; nor doth he value our 
lappineſs at ſo low a rate, as to obtrude it on us, His victory indeed were 
n0 true victory over us, if he ſhould gain it by main force, or without the 
concurrence of our will; our works not being our works, if they do'not 
ſue from our will ; and our will not being our will, if -it be not. free ; 
to compel ir were to deſtroy it, together with all the worth of our. ver- 
tue and obedience : wherefore the Almighty doth ſuffer off 5 
limſelf to be withſtood, and beareth repulſes from us; gas tin 8 dont Matdiker 4 
nor commonly doth he maſter our will otherwiſe, than - «z=32 & w#, rudvry avriy boy 1. 
by its own ſpontaneous converſion and: ſubmiſſion to' 5.25 Ds i Gy 
him : if ever we be conquer'd, as we ſhall ſhare in the dra. 2 + 
benefit.and wear a crown; ſo we muſt join in the com 
bat, and partake of the victory, by fubduing our ſelves : we muſt take: the 
Joke upon 44; for God is onely ſerved by volunteers ; he ſummoneth us by 
his Word, he attraReth us by his Grace, but we mult freely come unto: 
him, | F 2 Our 
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Our will indeed of all things is moſt our own; the onely: gitt, the moſt 
proper ſacrifice we have to ofter ; which therefore God doth chiefly de. 
ſire, doth moſt highly prize, doth moſt: kindly accept from us. Seeing 
then our duty chiefly moveth on this hinge, the free ſubmiſſion and refig. 
nation of our will to the will of God ; it is this practice, which our Lord 
(who came to guide us inthe way to happineſs, not onely as a teacher by 
his word and excellent doQtrine, but as a leader, by his ations and perfe& 
example) did eſpecially ſet before us ; as inthe conſtant tenour of his life, 
ſo' particularly in that great exigency which occaſioned -theſe words, 
wherein, renouncing and deprecating his own will, he did expreſs an en. 
tire ſubmiſſion to God's wall, a hearty complacence therein, and a ſerious 
deſire that it might take place. 

For the fuller underſtanding of which cafe, we may conſider, that our 
Lord, as partaker of our nature, and, iz all things (bating lin) like anto 
6, had a natural humane will, attended with ſenſes, appetites and affe. 
tions, apt from obje&s incident to receive congruous impreſſions of plex 
ſure and pain ; ſa that whatever is 1nnocently grateful and pleaſant to us, 
that he reliſh*d with delight, and thence did incline to embrace; what- 
ever is diſtaſtful and aMictive to us, that he reſented with griet,and thence 
was moved to eſchew ; to this probably he.was liable in a degree beyond 
our ordinary rate; for that in him nature was molt perfect, his comple. 
tion very delicate, his temper exquiſitely ſound and fine ; for ſo we find, 
that by how much any man's conſtitution is more ſound, by ſo much he 


hath-a ſwarter guſt of what is agreeable or offenſive to nature : If per- 
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haps ſometimes infirmity of body, or diſtemper of ſoul '(a ſavage ferity, 
a ſtupid -dulneſs, a fondneſs of conceit, or ſtiffneſs of humour, ſupported 
by wild opinions, or vain hopes) may keep men from being thus affeQed 
by ſenſible objets; yet in him pure nature did work vigoroutly, with 
a clear apprehenſion and lively ſenſe,according to thedeſign of our maker, 
when into our conſtitution he did implant thoſe paſhve faculties, diſpoſing 
objects to affet them ſo and fo, : for our need and advantage; if this be 
deemed weaknels, it is a weakneſs connexed with our nature, which he 
therewith did take, and with which (as the Apoſtle ſaith ) he was encom- 
paſſed.. . Such a will our Lord had, and it was requiſite he ſhould haveit; 
that:he thence might be qualified to diſcharge the. principal inſtances of 
obedience, for procuring God's favour to us, and for ſetting an exalt 
pattern before us ; for God impoſing on him duties to perform, and dil- 
penſing accidents to endure, very croſs to that natural will, in his complt- 
ance and acquieicence thereto, his obedience was throughly tried ; his 
vertue did ſhine moſt brightly ; . therefore ( as the Apoſtle faith ) he was in 
all points tempted; thence, as to meritorious capacity, and exemplary in- 
fluence, he was perfeited through ſuffering. 

Hence was the: whole courſe of his life and converſation. among men, 
{o deſigned, 1ſo modelled, as to be one continual exerciſe of thwarting 
that humane will; and cloſing with the divine pleaſure : it was prediQed 
of him, Loe I come to do thy'will O God; and of himſelf he affirmed, 
I came down from Heaven not-to do mize own mill, but the will of him that 
ſent me ; whereas therefore fuch a praQtice is little ſeen in atchieving eaſie 
matters,or in admitting pleaſant occurrences; it was ordered for him,that 
he ſhould encounter the rougheſt difficulties,and be:eagaged in circumftian- 
ces, moſt harſh to natural apprehenſion and appetite ; 1b that 1f we trace 
the footſteps of his life from the ſordid manger to the bloody crols, we 
can bardly mark any thing to have befallen him apt to ſatisfy the will-ot 
nature. Nature liketh reſpe&t, and loatheth contempt ;; thercſore _— 
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he born of mean Parentage, and in a moſt homely condition ; therefore 
did he live in no garb, did aſſume no office, did exerciſe. no power, did 
meddle in no affairs, which procure to men conſideration and' regard ; 
therefore an impoſtor, a blaſphemer, a ſorcerer, a looſs companion, a 
ſeditious incendiary were the titles of honour, and the elogies of . praiſe 
conferred on him ; therefore was he expoſed to the laſh of every {lande- 
rous, every {currilous, every petulant and ungoverned tongue. -. 
Nature doth afte& the good opinion, and good will of men, eſpeciall 
when due in grateful return for great courtelie and beneficence ; nor doch 
apy thing more grate thereon, than abuſe of kindneſs ; therefore, could 
he (the world's great friend and benefactor) ſay, the world hateth me ; Joh. 5. 18,24. 
therefore were thoſe, whom he,- with ſo much charity and bounty had : 
- infruted, had ied, had cured of diſeaſes (both corporal and ſpirirua]) 
ſo ready to clamour, and commit outrage upon him ; therefore could he 
thus expoſtulate, Many good works have I ſhewed you from my father, for Jol- 10. 31: 
which of thoſe works do ye ſtone me ? therefore did his kindred {light him, 
therefore did his diſciples abandon him, therefore did the grand traitor 
ive from his own boſome ; therefore did that whole Nation, which he 
chiefly ſought and laboured to fave, conſpire to perſecute him, with molt Joh. x3; 18: 
rancorous ſpite and cruel miſuſage. 
Nature loveth plentiful accommodations, and abhorreth to be pinched 
with any want ; therefore was extream penury appointed to him ; he 
had no revenue, no eitate, no certain livelyhood, not ſo much as 4 houſe Mat. 8. 20: 
phere to 1ay his head, or a piece of money to diſcharge the tax for it; he'f7: 25 21: 
owed his ordinary ſupport to alms, or voluntary deneficence ; he was to 46 8. 2. 
kek his food from 4 fig=rree 0 the way ; and ſometimes was beholden for 
itto the courteſie of Publicans ; 9 nuds inm/3wm, he was ((aith St. Paul) a 2 Cor. 8. 9. 
ar for ms. | 
Nature delighteth in eaſe, in quiet, in liberty ; therefore did he-ſpend 
his days in continual labour, in reſtleſs travel, in endleſs. vagrancy;. going Joh: 4. 16. 
dot and doing good; ever haſtening thither, whither, the needs of men Mat: 4 23: 
dd call, or their benefit invite; therefore did he rake oz him the form of a A 28, 
ſervant, and was among his own followers as one that miniſtreth;' there- Phil. 2. 5. 
fore he pleaſed gt himſelf,” but ſuited his detneanour; tothe ſtate and cir- 5.27 27" 
cumſtances of things, complied with the manners and faſhions, compors Matr. 21. 28 
ted with the humours and infirmities of men. ond 3] 
Nature coveteth good ſucceſs to its deſign and undertakings; hardly 
brooking to be diſappointed and defeated in them : thergfore-was he'pur 
to water dry ſticks, and to waſh Negroes ;- that is, .comnftrutt a moſt:dull 
and ſtupid, to reform a moſt perverſe and ſtubborn generation; therefore 
his ardent deſires, his ſolicitous cares, his painful endeavours for' the good 
of men did obtain ſo little fruit ; had indeed a contrary effe& rather 
eravating their ſins than removing them, rather hardemng-tham turn- 
ng their hearts, rather plunging them deeper into perdition, than 'reſcu- 
nh them from-it:; therefore {o much in yain did he, in: numberle{s:mira- 
culous works, diſplay his| power and goodneſs, convincing few,convert- 
ng fewer by them ; therefore although he taught with moſt powertul 
athority, with moſt charming gracefulneſs, with moſt convincing evi- tyc. 4. 22,42 
&nce, yet, Who: ( could he ſay ) hath believed our report ? though he Joh- 12. 32 
moſt earneſtly did invite and allure men to him, offering the richeſt boons 
that heaven it {elf could diſpenſe, yet, Te wi# nor (was he forced to ſay ) joh, 5. 4: 
come unto me, that ye may be ſaved; although with affiduous fervency of 
atieQtion he ſtrove to reclaim them from courſes tending to theirruin, yet 
how he proſpered, ſad experience declareth, and we may learn _—_ of 
olefu 
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Of Submiſſion to the Divine Will, Vol. III 
doleful complaint, How often woald I have gathered thy childyen together. ij 
a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, but ye would not : 3 SuAjonn; 
your will did not concur, your will did not ſubmit. _ | wink 

In fine, natural will ſeeketh pleaſure, and ſhunneth pain ; But what 
pleaſure did he taſt ; what inclination, what appetite, what ſenſe did he 
gratifie? How did he feaft, or revel ? How, but in tedious faſtings, ix 
trequent hungers, by paſſing whole nights 1n prayer, and retirement for 
cevorion upon the cold mountains ? What {ports had he, what recreation 
did he take, but feeling inceſſant gripes of compaſſion, and weariſome 
roving in queſt of the loſt ſheep ? In what converſation could he divere 
himſelf, but among thoſe, whoſe doltiſh incapacity and forward humoyr, 
did wring from his patience thoſe words, How long ſhall I be with you, hoy 
long ſhall | ſuffer you ? Whar Muſick did he hear ! What but the ratlings 
of clamorous obloquy, and furious accuſations againſt him * to be de. 
ſperately maligned, to be inſolently mocked, to be tiled a King, and 
treated as a ſlave; to be ſpit on, to be buffetted, to be ſcourged, to he 
drenched with gall, to be crowned with'thorns, to be nailed to a croſs; 
theſe were the Sights which our Lord enjoyed, theſe the fweet comforts 
of his life, and the notable proſperities of his fortune : f{uch a portion was 
allotted to him, the which he did accept from God's hand with all patient 
ſubmiſſion, with perte&t cententedneſs, with exceeding alacrity, never 
repining at it, never complaining of it, never flinching irom 1t, or faint- 
ing under it ; but proceeding on in the performance of all his duty, and 
proſecution of hts great deſigns, with undaunted' courage, with unwea- 
ried induſtry, with undiſturbed tranquillity and ſatisfaction of mind. 

Had indeed his —_ and fortune been otherwiſe framed ;' had he 
come into the world qualified with a noble extrattion ; had he lived in'a 
ſplendid equipage, had he enjoyed a plentiful eſtate and a fair reputation, 
had he been favoured and careſſed by men ; had he found a current. of 
proſperous ſucceſs, had ſafety, eaſe and pleaſure waited on him ; Where 
had been the pious reſignation of his will ; where the precious merit of his 
obedience ; where theglorious luftre of his example ? how then had our 
trailty in. him become vitorious over all its enemies ; how had he trium- 
phed over the ſolicitations and allurements of the fleſh; over the frowns 
and flatteries of theworld ; over the malice and fury of hell ; how then 
could he have ſo demonſtrated his immenſe charity toward us, or laid fo 
mighty obligationsupon us ? © | 

Such in general was the caſe, and ſuch the deportment of our Lord; 
but_ there was ſomewhat peculiar, and beyond all this occurring-to 
him, which:drew- forth the words of our Text : God hath' tempered for 
him a potion of all the moft bitter and loathſonie ingredients that couldbe; 
a drop whereof no-man ever hath, or could indure to ſip; for he was not 
onely to-undergo whatever load humane rage could impoſe, of ignomt- 
nious diſgrace, and grievous pain ; but te feel diſmal agonies of Spartt, 
and thoſe anknown ſeferings, which God alone could inflit;, God onely 
could fuftain : Behold, and ſee, he might well ſay, if there be any ſorrow 
like anto my ſorrow, which is done anto me ; wherewith the Lord hath afflicted mt 
inthe day of his fietce anger ? He was' to labour: with pangs of Charity, 
and through his heart to be pierced with deepeſt commileration of 'our 
wretched caſe : he was to crouch'under the burthen of 'all the ſins (the *. 
numberleſs moſt heinous fins and abominarions)' ever committed by man- 
kind : he was to' paſs through the hotteſt furnace of Divine Vengeance, 
and by his blood to quench the wrath of Heaven flaming out againſt int- 
quity ; he was to ſtand (as it were} before the mouth of Hell, hay” 

we 
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bre and brimſtone on his face : his grief was to ſupply the defe&ts of our 
remorſe, and his ſuffering in thoſe few moments to counteryail the eter- 
nal torments due to us ; He was to bear the hiding of God's face, and an 
eclipſe of that favourable aſpeQ, in which all bliſs doth reſide; a caſe 
which he that ſo perfeQly underſtood, could not but infinitely reſent : 
theſe things with the cleareſt apprehenſion he ſaw coming on him ; and 
no wonder that our nature ſtarted at ſo ghaſtly a fight ; or that humane 
inſtin& ſhould diQtate that petition, Father if thou wilt, let this cap paſs 

om me; words implying his moſt real participation of our infirmity : 
words denoting the height of thoſe {ad evils which encompaſſed him with 
his lively and lowly reſentment of them; words informing us, how we 
ſhould entertain God*s chaſtiſements, and whence we miſt {eek relief of 
our prefſures (that we ſhould receive them, not with a ſcornful neglect 
or ſullen inſenſibiliry,but with a meek contrition of foul ; that we {hould 
entirely depend on God's pleaſure for ſupport under them, or a releaſe- 
ment fro:2 them)gwords which in conjunction with thoſe following do 
ſhew how inſtantly we ſhould quaſh and over-rule any inſurre&ion of 
natural defire againſt the command or providence of God. We muſt 
not take that prayer to ſignify any purpoſe in our Lord to ſhift off his 
- paſſion, or any wavering in reſolution about it ; for he could not an 
wiſe mean to undo that.which he knew-done' with God before the world?s 
foundation ; he would not unſettle that, which was by his own free un- 
dertaking, and irreverſible decree ; He that ſo often with fatisfaQtion did *ta>vpiz 
foretel this event, who with ſo earzeft defire longed for its approach ; who mug ang 
with that ſharpneſs of indignation did rebuke his friend offering to divert © 700 
him from it ; who did again repreſs St. Peter's animoſity with that ſerious 
expoſtulation, The cap which my Father bath given me, ſhall I not drink it? 1" 35 11s 
who had adviſedly laid ſuch trains for its accompliſhmentz. would he de- 
cine it ? Could that heart all burning with zeal for God and charity to 
men admit the leaſt thought or motion of averleneſs. from drinking that Matt. 26. 53- 
cup, which was the Sovereign medicine adminiſtred by divine wiſdom for 
the recovery of God?s Creation? No; had he ſpake with ſuch intent, $ 
kgions of Angels had flown to his reſcue; that word, which framed the 
worlds, which tilled the tempeſts, which ejected.Devils, would imme- 
ately have ſcattered his enemies, and daſhed all their projeQs againſt 
him; wherefore thoſe words did not proceed from intention, but as from 
nſtiaQt, and for inſtruftion ; importing, that what our humane. frailty 
was apt to ſuggeſt, that his divine vertue was more ready to {mother ; 
teither did he vent the former, but that he might exprels the latter. 

He did expreſs it inreal effe& ; immediately with: all readineſs addref- 
ling'himſelf to receive that unſavoury potion ; he reached out his hand 
tor it, yeilding fair opportunity and advantages to his perſecutours ; he 
lifted it up to his mouth, innocently provoking their envy and malice; he 
drank it off with a moſt ſteady calmneſs, and ſweet compoſure of mind, 
with the ſilence, the ſimplicity, the meekneſs of a lamb, carried to the 
laughter ; no frettul thought riſing up, no. angry word breaking forth, 
but clear patience, enlivened with a warm charity, ſhining in all his be- 
haviour, and thorough every circumſtance of his paſſion. | 

Such in his life, ſuch at his death was the praQtice of our Lord-; in con- 
formity whereto we allo readily ſhould undertake whatever God propo- 
kth,we gladly ſhould accept whatever God offereth,we vigorouſly ſhould 
perform whatever God enjoyneth, we patiently ſhould undergo what- 
ever God impoſeth,or inflicteth how croſs ſoever any duty, any diſpenſa- 
ton may prove to our carnal ſeaſe or humour. = 
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To do thus, the contemplation of this example may ſtrongly engape 


/ us, tor if our Lord had not his will, can we in reaſon expe, can we in 


1 The. 4. 3» 


modeſty deſire to have ours? muſt we be cockered and pleaſed in ever 

thing, when as he was treated ſo courſely, and croſſed in all things? 
can we grutch at any kind of ſervice, or ſufferance ; can we think much 
(for our trial, our exerciſe, our correction) to bear a little want, a little 
diſgrace, a little pain, when the Son of God was put to diſcharge the 
hardeſt tasks, to endure the foreſt adverſities? 

But farther to enforce theſe duties, be pleaſed to caſt a glance on two 
conſiderations. 1, What the Will is to which. 2. Who the Willer js 
to whom we muſt ſubmut. | 

1. What is the Will of God? Is it any thing unjuſt, unworthy, or dif. 
honourable, any thing incommodious or hurtful, any thing extremely 
difficult, or intolerably grievous that God requireth of us, to do or bear? 
No: he willeth nothing from us, or to us, which doth not beſt become 
us, and molt behove us; which is not attended withy {atety, with eaſe, 
with the ſolideſt profit, the faireſt reputation, and the iweerteſt pleaſure, 

Two things he willeth ; that we ſhould be good, and that we ſhould 
be happy ; the firſt in order to the ſecond, for that vertue 1s the certain 
way, and a neceſſary qualification to felicity. 

The will of God, ſaith St. Paul, « our ſanitification ; what is that ? what, 
but that the decaies of our frame, and the defacements of God's Image 
within us ſhould be repaired ; that the faculties of our ſoul ſhould bere- 
ſtored to their original integrity and vigour ; that from moſt wretched ſz. 
verics we ſhould be tranflated into a happy freedom, yea, into a glorious 


| kingdom ; that from deſpicable beggary and baſeneſs we ſhonld be advan- 


ced to ſubſtantial Wealth, and ſublime dignity ; that we ſhould be clean- 
{ed from the fouleſt defilements, and decked with the goodlieſt orna- 


ments; that we ſhould be cured of moſt loathſome diſeaſes, and ſetledin 


1 Tim. 2. 7. 
2 Pet. 3. 9. 


Ezek. 23. IIs 


a firm health of ſoul; that we ſhould be delivered from thoſe. brutiſh luſts, 
and thoſe deviliſh paſſions, which create in us a hell of darkneſs, of con- 
ruſion;. of vexation ; which diſhonour our nature, deform our ſoul, ruffle 
our mind, and wrack our conſcience ; that we ſhould be endowed with 
thoſe worthy diſpoſitions and afteQtions, which do conſticute in our hearts 
a heaven of light, of order, of joy and peace; dignify our nature, beau- 
tify our ſoul, clarify and chear our mind ; that we ſhould eſchew thoke 
praQtices, which never go without a retinue of woful miſchiefs and for- 
rows, embracing thoſe which alwaies yeild abundant fruits of convent- 
ence and comfort ; that in ſhort, we ſhould become friends ot God, fit 

to converſe with Angels, and capable of Paradiſe. | | 
God (faith St. Pal again)willeth all men to be ſaved; be willeth not (faith 
St. Peter) that any man ſhould periſh ; He ſaith 1n himſelf, yea, he ſwear- 
eth-it, that he hath no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the wickts 
ſhould turn from his way and live : And what is this will, what, but that 
we ſhould obtain all the good whereof we are capable; that we ſhould be 
filled with joy, and crowned with glory ; that we ſhould be fixed in an 
immoveable ſtate of happineſs, in the perpetual enjoyment of God's far 
vour, and in the light of his bliſsful preſence : that we ſhould be rid of 
all the evils, to which we are liable ; that we ſhould be releaſed from 
inextricable chains of guilt, from incurable ſtings of remorſe, from be- 
ing irrecoverably engaged to paſs a diſconſolate eternity in utter darknels, 
and extream Woe ? Such is God's Will ;. to ſuch purpoſes every con 
mand, every diſpenſation of God (how grim, how rough ſoever it may 
ſeem) doth tend: and do we refuſe to comply with that good Will ; " 
we 
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we ſet againſt it a Will of our own, affeting things unwerthy of vs, 

things unprofitable to us, things prejudicial to our beſt intereſts ; things 
utterly baneful to: our ſouls ? Do we reje&t the Will that would fave us, 

and adhere to a Will that would ruine us; a fooliſh and a ſenſeleſs V/ill; 

which lighting the immenſe treaſures of Heaven, the unfading glories 

of God's Kingdom, the ineffable joys of eternity doth catch at ſpecious 
gothings, doth purſue miſchievous trifles ; a ſhadow of baſe profit;- a 

ſmoak of vain honour, a flaſh of ſordid pleaſure ; which paſſeth away 

like the mirth of fools, or the crackling of thorns, leaving onely ſoot, black Ecc'el. 7. 6. 
and bitter behind it. 

But at leaſt &@er we do thus, let us conſider, whoſe Will it is, that re- 
quireth our compliance. 

It is the Will of Him, whoſe Will did found the earth, and rear the Pl. 145. s. 
Heaven ; whoſe Will ſuſtaineth all things in their exiſtence and operation $523 411. 
whoſe Will 15 the great law of the World, which univerſal nature in all 
its motions doth obſerve ; which retgheth in Heaven, the bleſſed Spirits 
adoring it, which ſwayeth in Hell it ſelf, the curſed Fiends trembling 
atit; And ſhall we alone (we pitiful Worms crawling on earth) pre- 
ſume to murmur, or dare to kick againſt it ? 

It is the Will of our Maker, vvho together vvith all our other faculties 
did create and confer on us, the very povver of Willing : and ſhall. vve + 
turn the Work of his hands, the gift of his bounty againſt him ? 

It is the Will of our Preſerver, vvho together vvith all that vve are, 
or have continually, doth uphold our very Will it felf; fo that vvithout 
employing any poſitive force, merely by letting us fall out ofhis hand, .he 
anſknd us and it back to nothing : and ſhall our Will claſh vvith that,on 
which it ſo vvholly dependeth ; vvithout vvhich it cannot ſubſiſt one 
moment, or move one ſtep forvvard in ation ? 
 Ttis the Will of our Sovereign Lord, vvho upon various indiſputable 
accounts hath a juſt right to govern us, and an abſolute povver to diſpoſe | 
of us; ought vve nobtherefore to lay vvith old Eli, It i the Lord, let him 1 Sam. 3.8. 
do tome as it ſeems good to him? Is it not extream iniquity, is it not mon- 
ſtrous arrogance for us, in derogation to his Will,to pretend giving lavv, 
orpicking a ſtation to our ſelves ? Do vve not maniteſtly incur high trea- 
ſonagainit the King of Heaven by ſo invading his office, uſurping his 
authoricy, ſnatching his Sceptre into our hands, and ſetting our Wills in 
his Throne ? | 

It is the Will of our Judge,from whoſe mouth our doom muſt proceed, 
awarding Life or Death, Weal or Woe unto us; and what ſentence can 
weexpect, what favour can we pretend to, if we preſumptuouſly ſhall 
offend, oppoſe that Will, which is the ſupream Rule of Juſtice, and ſole 
Fountain of Mercy? pe 

Itis the Will of our Redeemer, who .hath bought us with an ineſti- 
mable price, and with. infinite pains hath reſcued us from miſerable Cap- 
fivity under moſt barbarous enemies, that obeying his V Vill we might 


command our own, and ſerving him we might enjoy perfe& freedom ; 


And ſhall we, declining his call and conduct out of that unhappy ſtate be- 
reave him of his purchaſe, fruſtrate his undertakings, and forteit to our 

ſelves the benefit of ſo great Redemption ? | 
It is the V Vill of our beſt friend; who loveth us much better, than we 
do love our ſelves ; who is concerned for. our welfare, as his own deareft 
ntereſt,and greatly delighteth therein z who by innumerable experiments 
bath demonſirated an excels of kindneſs to us; who in all his dealings 
with us purely doth ain at our good, oy charging any duty on us, or 
it- 
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diſpenſing any event to us, ſo much with intent to exerciſe his power 
over us, as to expreſs his goodneſs towards us. ; who never doth afflict oy 
grieve « more againſt our Will; than againſt his own' defire ; * never ig. 
deed but when goodnels it {elf calleth for it, and even mercy doth urge 
thereto ; to whom we are much obliged, that he vouchſaferh to govern 
and guide us, our ſervice being altogether unproittable to him, . his gg. 
vernance exceedingly beneficial to us : And doth not ſuch a Will deſerys 
regard, may it not demand compliance from us ? to negleCt or infringe 
it; what is 1t ? is it not palpable folly, is it not foul diſingenuity, is it not 
deteſtable ingratitude ? | hd] 

Sb doth every relation of God recommend his Will to us; and each of 
his Attributes doth no leſs: for, 

It is the Will of him, who is moſt holy, or whoſe Will is eſſential 
retitude : how then can we thwart it, without being ſtained with the 
guilt, and wounded with a ſeaſe of great hr nt and iniquity ? 

It is the Will of him who is perfeCtly juſt ; who therefore cannot but 
aſſert his own righteous Wall, and avenge the violation thereof : is it then 
adviſeable to drive him to that point by wilful provocation ; or to rug 
upon the edge of neceſflary ſeverity ? Z 

It is the Will of him, who is infinitely wiſe ; who therefore doth in: 
fallibly know what is beſt for us, what doth moſt befit our capacities and 
circumſtances ; what in the final reſult will conduce to our greateſt advan. 
tage and comfort : ſhall we then prefer the dreams of our vain mind be- 
fore the oracles of his Wiſdom ; {hall we forſaking the direCtion of his 
unerring Will follow the impulſe of our giddy humour ? 

It is the Will of him, who is immenſely good and benign ; whoſe 
Will therefore can be no other than good Will to us; who can mean'no- 
thing thereby but to derive bounty and mercy on us : Can we then. failof 
doing well, if we put our ſelves entirely into his hands ;/ are we not our 
own greateſt enemies, in withſtanding his gracious intentions * 

It is finally the Will of him, who is uncontrollably powerful; whoſe 
Will therefore muſt prevail one way or other : either with our Will, or 
againſt it, either ſo as to bow and ſatisfy us, or ſo as to break and plague 
us ; for My connſel ({aith he) ſhall ſtand, and I will do all my pleaſure. As 
to his diſpenſations, we may fret, we may wail, we may bark at them, 
but we cannot alter or avoid them : -{ſooner may we by our moans check 
the tides, or by our cries ſtop the Sun in his carriere, than divert the cur- 
rent of affairs, or change the ſtate of things eftablifſhed by God's high de- 
Cree ; what he layeth on, no hand can remove ; what he hath Ickined, 
no power can reverſe ; our anger therefore will be ineffeQual, our im- 
patience will have no other fruit, than to aggravate our guilt, and aug- 
ment our grief. . 

As to his commands, we may /ift «p car ſelves againſt him, we may 
fight ſtoutly, we may in a ſort prove Conquerors ; but it will be a miſe 
rable victory, the Trophies whereof ihall be ereed in 'Hell, and ſtand 
upon the ruines of our happineſs; for while we inſult over abuſed grace, 
we muſt fall under incenfed juſtice : If God cannot fairly procure his Will 
of us in way of due obedience, he will ſurely. execute his W1ll upon us it. 
way of righteous vengeance ; if we do not ſurrender our Wills to the 
overtures of his one, we muſt ſubmit our backs to the ſtroaks of his 
anger : He mult reign over us, it not as over loyal SubjeQts to our -com- 
fort, yet as over ſtubborn Rebels to our confuſion; for this in that calc 
will be our doom, and the laſt words God will deſign to ſpend Pf 
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mine enemies; which would not that I {bould reign over them, bring them \uc. 19, 27. 


= and flay them before me. 


. Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead: cur Lord Teſts; nov, 15, 2.5 
|» that great Shepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of the pas os ; 
Covenant, make zou perfect in every good work to do his will, working ins 
30u that which is well pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom 
be glory for ever and ever; Amen; _ 
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Of Contentment 


PHIL. 4. x7. 


A ; ; 
I bave learned in whatever State I am, therewith to be content. "8 $ tua: 
| | ; Ivy ey os 644- 
N theſe words by the example of an eminent Saint-is-recommended to $,,. * © 
- us the praQtice of an excellent duty, or vertue : a praQtice in it ſelf 
[moſt worthy, very grateful to. God, and immediately of great bene- 
fit to our ſelves; being indeed neceſlary towards the comfortable en- 
joyment of our lives: It is Contentedneſs, the vertue, which of all other 
doth moſt render this World acceptable, -and conftituteth a kind of tem- ,, jv ,;.., 
al Heaven; which he that hath,-4s. thereby zp/o fatto in-good meaſure us 75, 
appy, whatever other things he. may ſeem to- want 5 which he that 5 975-9 | 
wanteth, doth, however otherwiſe he bt furniſhed; become miſerable, z*;;,, & 
and carrieth a kind of Hell within him :!  cannot-therefore but well des wa-dr3s ay: 
ferve our beſt ſtudy about it, and.care taget it; in imitation of St, Paul, 5: , ai 
who had learned in whatever ſtate he was therein to be content. {9 Coated 
In diſcourſing upon which words ſhall :conſider two-particulars ; firſt 
the vertue it ſelf (Contentedneſs'in every ſtate) the nature of which: 
ſhall endeavour to explain ; then the way of attaining or producing :ic, 
implicd by St. Paal in the-words, 1 have. learned. olenrot et); 
[. For explication. of the vertue :. 'The word here expreſling it is, «v- a 
TifNei, which Ggnifieth ſelf-ſufficiency, or- having enough of ones: {elf ; 7; 4 aww: 
the which is not to be underſtood abſolutely, as it he took himſc]F: toi be rr «mix | 
independent in nature;able to/ſubfift of himſelf, not wanting any fuppont ——— 
or comfort without himfelf (for this is the-property and: privilege of the por» mv, 
great E/-ſbaddaj, who alone-{ubſiſteth of himſelf, needing toward his be: $297 5 
ing and felicity nothing without himſelf ? this is repugnant to the nature rake 
of man, who is a creature eſſentially dependent for his. being and fubfis #8 awy. 
ſtence, indigent of many things for bis fatisfaQtion and; welfare). but:res ** 3: 24 
atively conſidering his preſent ftate, the circumſtances wherein hewas, 
and the capacities he had ; which by Gods diſpoſal and providente were 
tuch, that he could nat want more, than' he had in his poſſeſſion; ks 
| G 2 reach. 
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I nm 
reach. He meant not to exclude God, and his Providence; but rather 
ſuppoſed that as the ground and cauſe of his ſelf-ſufficiency ; according 
2 Cor. 3. 5: 25 otherwhere he expreſſeth it : Ndr as if we. were ſaffscrens- of our ſebues, 

but our ſufficiency us of God :; Nor did he intend'to exclude the need of other 
creatures otherwiſe than as conſidered without his poſſeſſion, or beyond 
his power ; But he meaneth onely, that he did not deſire or lack more than 
what God had ſupplyed him with; had put into his hand,or had ſer with. 
in his reach ; that his will did ſuit to his ſtate, his deſire did not exceed 
his power. 
his is the meaning of the word, which che Apoſtle uſeth ; but for 
the more full and clear underſtanding the vertue it ſelf, we ſhall firft 
conſider the obje&t, about which it 1s, converſant, then,the ſeveral ad, 
which it requireth, or wherein the exerciſt thereof confiſteth, | 3 
1. The obje& of contentedneſs is the FO ſtate of. things whatever 
it be (whether proſperous or adverſe, of eminency or meannefs, of abug. 
dance or ſcantneſs) wherein by divine Providence we are {et ; 7? & iow, 
the things in which we are, that 1s our preſent condition, with all its cjr- 
cumſtances : ſo it may be genepally ſuppoſed, conſidering that it is ordi. 
nary, and almoſt natural for niten (who have not learned as St. Paul had 
done, or are not inſtrutted, and exerciſed in the practice of this duty) to 
be diffatisfied, and diſquieted 4n every ſtate ;- to be-always in want of 
ſomething; to find defeQts in every fortune; to fancy they may be in better 
caſe, and to deſire it earneſtly : If we eſtimate things wiſely, rich men 
are more liable to diſcontent then poor men. It is obſervable, that pro- 
ſperity is a peeviſh thing, and men of higheſt fortune are apt moſt eaſily 
to reſent the ſmalleſt things : a little neglect, a ſlight word,an unpleaſing 
look doth affe&'them more than reproaches, blows, wrongs, do thoſe of 
a mean condition. Bl £1 14 
Proſperity is a nice and {queamiſh thing, and it is hard to find any 
thing able to pleaſe men of a full and proſperous ſtate, which being unca+ 
pable of bettering in ſubttantial things they can hardly find matter of ſolid 
delight. Whereas a poor eſtate is cafily comforted by the' acceſſion of 
may things which it wanteth : .a good meal, a {mall gitt, a little gain, 
or good ſucceſs of his labour doth greatly pleaſe a poor man with a very 
ſolid pleaſure: 'but a rich man hath nothing to pleaſe him, but a new'toy, 
a puff of applauſe, ſucceſs at a horſe-race, at bowls, at hunting ; in ſome 
petty ſport and paſtime, which can yeild but a'very thin and tranſitory 
{atisfaCtion to.any man not. quite -brutified and void: of ſenſe : whence 
contentedneſs:hath place, and'is heedfuÞin every condition, be it-in a 
10b 20. 22. Þearance never ſo proſperous, ſo:plentifut; :{o pleaſant. | Tz the fulnefi of 
bis ſafficiencies, he ſball be in ſtraits. 311% -183.0 1 
Chryſ. Tom. 7. The formal objett thereof may indeed ſeem tobe a condition diſtatful 
FIT to our ſenſe, or croſs to our:fancy ; an adverke or ſtrait condition ; a con- 
dition-of Poverty, -of diſgrace, -of any. great-inconvenience or diftreſs:in- 
cideht to usinthis World ; but-fince themoſt men areabſolutely_in-{uch 
a condition, expoled to 1o many wants any. troubles; :fince many:more 
are heedy-comparatively, wanting the! conveniencies::that others enjoy, 
and which themfebves affect;;:fince thereare few, 1who.in right eſtime: 
tion-are not indigent and:poor, that is,who doi not deſireand fancy:them- 
ſelves to wantmany things /whichithey ihave: nor (for wealth confifteth 
not:f0 much im the :poffefſion: of - goods, :as im apprehenſion of freedom 
fromwant, and infatisfaftion of deſires) fince care, trouble, :diſappoint- 
ment, fatiety and dilcontent following them; do not onely haunt cottages, 
and fiick tothe loweſt fort of people, but do even frequent palaces, ap 
purſue 
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arſue men of higheſt rank ;- therefore any ſtate may be the object of 
contentedneſs ; and the duty is of a very general concernment ; Princes 
themſelves need to learn it; the lefſons teaching ir, and the arguments 
{wading it may as well ſuit therich and noble, as the poor and the pea- 
ant; ſo our Apoſtle himſelf doth intimate in the words immediately fol- 
lowing. our Text : I know both how to be abaſed, and I know how to abound ; phil. 4. 1; 
Every where, and in all things I am inſtructed both to be full, and to be hungry : 
both to abound and to ſaffer need; he had the. art not onely to manage well 
both conditions, but to be ſatisfied in either. | | Te, 
- But ſeeing real adverſity, poverty and diſgrace have naturally the 
trongeſt influence in diſturbing and diſordering our minds; that con- 
teatedneſs is plainly moſt needful in ſuch cafes, as the proper ſupport, or 
medicine of our mind in them ; that other ftates do need it onely as they, 
fancy or infirmity,do ſymbolize or conſpire with theſe ; therefore unto 
ſons in theſe ſtates we ſhall more explicitely apply our direftions, and 
rſwaſtons, as to the proper and primary ſubjects of contentedneſs; the 
which by analogy, or my of reaſon may be extended to all others who 
by imaginary wants and diſtreſſes do create diſpleaſure to themſelves. So 
much for the object, or the ſubject, of the vertue. 
2. The acts, wherein the practice thereof confifteth (which are neceſ- 
ary ingredients,or conſtant ſymptoms of 1t) belong either to the mind and 
uaderſtanding, or to the will and appetite, or to external demeanour and 
practice ; being x. right opinions and judgments of mind, 2. fit diſho- 
tions and affections of heart, 3. outward good actions and behaviours, 
a regard to our condition and the events befalling us; the former being as 
the root and ſtock, the latter as the fruits and the flowers of the dury : un- 
to which may be reduced the correſpondent negations, or abſence of bad 
judgments, affeAions and deportments in reſpect to the ſame objeQs. 
->(1.) As to our opimons and judgments of things contentedneſs' requi- 
th, that | | 
t. We ſhould believe our condition whatever it be to be'determined by 
God; and that all events befalling us, do proceed fromhim ; ar leaft that 
bepermitteth and ordereth them, according to his judgment and pleaſure : 
thit Zuv my 266 mis x94 14d x6JvpeJeu, all (as the Prophet fingeth, both good Soph. Ay. Lor. 
and evil proceedeth out of the month of the moſt High; that affliftion (as Fob 3s 
fad) cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth trouble ſpring oat of the ground ; 1 Kings 12. 
5athing ariſing ſpontaneouſly, or ſowed by the hand of ſome creature, '5> 24 
but rather deſcendeth from him, who faith, 1 form the light and create dark- EL. 45: 7. 
af; I make peace, and create evil; I the Lord do all theſe things. 
We are apt, when any thing falleth out unpleaſant to us, to exclaim 
apainſt fortune, and'/to accuſe our ftars; or to inveigh againſt theſe» 1:4ue Des 
cond cauſes which immediately offend us, afcribing all to their influence z 9c a#ra . 
which proceeding in us doth argue in us a Heatheniſh ignorance and inki- = 
felity, or at leaſt much inconſiderateneſs, and impotency of mind ;; that 
our judgment is blinded and clouded, or perverted and ſeduced by I} paſ- 
fions; tor that in truth there is not inithe world any occurrence meerly 
fortuitous, or fatal (all being guided and weilded by the:powerful hand 
o& the All-wiſe, and Almighty God) there: 1s no creature which-'in-ats 
agency doth not depend upon God, as the inftrument of his will, or ſub- 
ordinate thereto ; wherefore upon every event - we:{hould, - raifing our 
minds above all other cauſes, diſcern and acknowledge God's hand ;; as 
David did, when Shimei curſed him ; Let him (ſaid the good Kirig) rurſe 2 Sam. 15.10 
becauſe the Lord hath ſaid untohim, Curſe David; as Job did when he was 
fitkd of his goods, The Lord ({aid he) gave,. and the Lord hath taken a- Job 1. 21- 
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wa; as our Saviour did, when 1n regard to the ſote hardſhips he was de, 
Joh. 18. 11- ſigned to undergo, he laid, The Cup which my Father hath given me, ſball 7 
not arink, ; 
2. Hence we ſhould always judge every thing which happeneth to he 
Ng ; throughly good and fir, worthy [all things conſidered) 
Maggogpiongdy Tai! » to be appointed, or permitted by that Go 
TA op Ts may)og au BeprnTh 1 SERSO. ; PP 5 Þe Y VErnour of 
pv 7a ohuaveiaa via m7 1 » things ; not entertaining any harſh thoughts of God, 
; vr dai 6. tieo as if he were not enough wiſe, juſt, or benign it or. 
FORT  dering us to be afflicted or croſſed ; bur taking'all o«. 
eufrences to be well conſiſtent with all God's holy PerfeCtions and At. 
tributes. 
. ; We are apt to conceit, that the World is ill ordered; 
* Placeat homint quicquid De» placutt, when we do not thrive and proſper therein . that ever 
Sen. Ep. 75. , "me 92: . | | 
thing is irregular, which {quareth not to the models of 
ETg yew 39 x90 78 #23 # apple qur fancies; that things had gone much better, if our 
7 ucts rag" deſigns had found ſucceſs.; but theſe are vain and per. 
OI 58 os vs 73 ppieer, 9s verſe conceits ; for that certainly is moſt good, which 
d1a.90; cer vplly aenſpald rar. Id, fro ach good to God ; his will is a perfe&t ſtandard of 
ROY right, and convenience, his eye never aimeth wrong, 
Plal. 25. 10. his hand never faileth to hit the mark of what is beſt ; All his paths: ave 
145- 17- mercy and truth, He is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works 
So did King Hezekih rightly judge, when upon denunciation of a {ad 
2 Kings 20.19. doo ro his countrey and poſterity, he replied to the Prophet, Good is the 
word of the Lord, which thou haſt ſpoken; 1o even the Pagan Sage Cilcerned, 
0 943..46,.4) When he thus rebuked a male-content ; You flare, dojo 
Ard ezmdboy AA0 0 StAES,H T0 & . | : 
wewoy 3 2AMo 3y me uewrer;h 3 216 bb forſooth deſire any thing, but what is beft ? and ts not that 
xp 1 AT. 11, 9% | .. onely beſt, which ſeemeth beſt to God ? 
3.'We ſhould even be fatisfied in our mind that according to God'spur- 
poſe all events dotend and conduce to our particular welfare ; being not 
onely good to us as members of the world, and in order to more general 
ends,. but ſerving towards our private benefit and advantage. We ma 
be ready perhaps toconteſs, that whatever happeneth may be indeed uk 
and fit in ſome diſtant, and occult reſpeQs, but hardly can we be induced 
to allow, that what we feel offenſive to our ſenſe or fancy, is really good 
for us, or was meant for our benefit ; we cannot eaſily diſcern any thing 
of -love or favour in ſuch matters : Thoſe ſort of Aphor:/ms, in Holy 
ſob 5.57- Scripture, Happy i the man whom God corretterth; As many as I love, 1 
| ry > "1: rebuke andchaſten; ſound war forgot huge Paradoxes to us ;{uchis 
Prov. 3. 12. Our blindneſs of mind, and dulneſs of apprehenſion : but God knoweth 
with ſo exact a skilfulneſs to manage things, that every particular occur- 
rence ſhall be advantageous to the perſon, whom it toucheth ; and accor- 
dingly''to each one he diſpenſeth that which is moſt ſuitable ro him; | 
whence, as frequently it.1s neceſſary for our good that we ſhould be croſſed 
(for that indeed otherwiſe we ſhould often much harm, ſometimes we 
ſhould quite undo our ſelves) ſo it alwayes, when: God fo ordereth it, is 
to: be deemed: moſt:;profitable and wholefome for us :| we are therefore 18 
reaſon obliged to'take the ſaddeſt accidents, and ſharpeſt afiictions, com- 
ingupon us by.providence, to be no other than fatherly corretions, or 
friendly.rebukes, defigned to render us good and happy ; as arguments 
therefore and inſtances of eſpecial good-will toward us:; conceiving under 
every diſpenſation that we do as it were: hear God ſpeaking to us; .as fic 
ſer. 29, ti, 41d to thoſe in; the Prophet +1 know the thoughts, that I think toward Jt, 
thoughts of peace, \and not of evil, 'to give you an expettediend. SE] 
4. Hence weare to believe, - that our preſent condition (whateverit br 
to 
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to carnal, or worldly ſenſe) is in right judgment,all things conſidered, the 
beſt ; molt proper, moſt deſirable for us; better than we, if it were at our 
diſcretion and choice thould put our ſelves into : for that God (the Savivar i Tim. >. 4. 
of all men, who defireth that noman ſhoald periſh ; who is good to all, and whoſe ©*e%k. 33: »t- 
render mercies are over all his works ; whoexceedingly tendereth the welfare + by ph tg 
of his children and ſubjeQts) doth ever (here in this life, the time of merit EY 
and trial) with a moſt wife good-will deſign our. beſt good ; and by the 
moſt proper methods {ſuch as do beſt ſuit-ovr circumſtances and capaci- 
ties) doth aim to draw us unto happineſs ; and accordingly doth aſhgn a 
tation for us moſt befirting in -order to that great end; we therefore 
ſhould think our ſelves well-placed,becauſe we are wliere God doth ſet us; 
that we have enough, becauſe we have what God allotteth us. 
There are other. more particular judgments, which contentedneſs in- 
yolveth, or which are required toward it ; ſuch as theſe; that nothing 
originally is due to us,but all cometh purely from divine favour and boun- 
ty; that all adverſities are juſtly, and deſervedly inflited on vs, as the duc 
wages, Or natural fruits of our ſins ;* that our happineſs dependeth not on 
any preſent enjoyments or poſſeſſions, but may well ſubfift without them ; 
that a competency (or ſo much as ſufficeth to maintain our life withour 
intolerable pain) ought to ſatisfie our deſires ; but theſe, and the like judg- 
ments will come opportunely to be conſidered as motives to the ptaQtice 
of the duty. : 1. 
(2.) From ſuch as of our mind or intelleQtive parts coricerning things 
incident to us; ſhould proceed the following diſpoſitions of will and at- 
1, We ſhould entertain all occurrences,how grievous ſoever to us, with 
entire ſubmiſſion, and reſignation of our will to the will-of God; wholly 
xquieſcing in his good pleaſure ; ſaying in our hearts after our Lord, Let Luk. 22. 42. 
wt my will, but thine be done ; with good Ez, It i the Lord, let him do what | _ yy 
femeth him good; with David, Behold here I am, let him ao to me as ſeemeth Ee 
to him; even with Socrates, If ſo it pleaſeth Goa, ſo _ ap 
tithe; with Epiltetus, I always chiefly will that, which _, Forhyrd uſe plaay m7 Ja Oro. 
cometh to paſſ;, for 1 account that better which God nilleth ,, x oth ea Wow oe 
this what 1 will my ſelf ; I will adhere as a miniſter and aeownya: MG x) auincveg 
follower to him, I purſue, T affeit, T ſimply will with bim : e's Pan Q* pai, dane; 
boking upon them as ſent from God we ſhould heartily fg 
bid them welcome, we ſhould kindly embrace them, we ſhould uſe them 
with all fair reſpeQt; <5=i{vu1 wt evuCairoyre (to hug,orkindly to embrace things M. Anton, 3. 
incident ) g12civ me Imyeuuiuera (to love things diſpenſed by providence)are precepts, # * '7* *< 
which even as dictated by natural reaſon Ph/oſophers do much inculcate. — 
This excludeth all rebellious InſurreCtion, and ſwellings of mind againſt 
providence, ſuch as argue that we diſlike Gods government ; that were 
weable we ſhould ſtruggle with Gods will ; that we gladly would ſhake 
off his yoke ; all ſuch ul reſentment and repining at our Iot, which ma- 
keth Gods hand grievous, and his yoke uneafie to us: fuch affections as 
the wiſe man toucheth, when he ſaith, The fooliſhneſs of man perverteth bis prov. ts, 5, 
wy, and his heart fretteth againſt the Lord. { 
2. We ſhould bear all things with ſteady calmneſs and compoſedneſs 
of mind, ſuppreſſing, or quelling thoſe tumults, thoſe ſtorms, thofe ex- 
cles of paſſion, which the ſenſs of things diſguftful is apt to excite ; ? no men b: 
tuch as are immoderate grief, fierce anger, irkſome deſpair, and the like. elitr? _ # 
Noadverſity ſhould ſo ruffle our minds; as to defeat and pervert the uſe ws oxire. 
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3. We ſhould indeed bear the worſt events with. an wa, that is, 
with a ſweet and chearful diſpoſition of mind, {o a, 


'H 3 7% x004ue Amy Seireray xg74* not to be put out of humour ; not to be dejeQted, or - 


webarar 2 Cur. 7, 10. quite diſcouraged by them, not to fall into that heev;. 


"FRE PO neff, which (as the wiſe Man ſaith ) maketh the hear; of 
'EuSouf ty dSevelas Us Cpu w 147 to ſtoop; but rather finding delight and comple. 
avs. y4845, oy Swoopeiey ap Xpifs: Cence in them, as conſidering whence they come, whi. 
* ifs afouy omwarled 2 vancetuuley EDEY they aim and tend : ſuch was the diſpoſition and 
xT! 5p3s. Col. 1+ 11. demeanour of the Apoſtles and primitive godd Chr. 
ſtians in the midft of their moſt grievous adverſities and 

Aﬀts 5. 41. {ufferings; they rejoiced, &c. they did zake Joyfully the 
H.v. 1c. 34 ſpoiling of their g50ds,they did acconnt tt all joy, when they fell into divers tri. 
J in. 1: 2: "Þbulations : they were s AvTijurer, «dy abies, as grieved but alwaies rejoicing; 
Bo their ſtate was grievous, but their heart was conſtantly chearful, Such 
a conſtant frame of mind we ſhould maintain, ſo continually prepared 

we ſhould be againſt all contingencies, that nothing ſhould happen ami 

to us, ſo as deeply to affe&t us, or to-unſettle us in our humour; that & 


very thing from Gods hand ſhould be acceptable ; that no ſadneſs = | 
c 


ſcize on us, at leaſt that we do not indulge or cheriſh it ; that in nowi 
we ſuffer any regret to quench that ſpiritual comfort and joy in God; 
Plal. 33-1. which becometh the upright (as the P/a/miſt ſaith) and which we are 
57.2 often enjoined peypetually to maintain, as1n all caſes, ſo particularly unz 
3. 1. der affli tions and trials. We cannot indeed hardly be content, if we 
2 cr-13- 11-are not chearful ; for it is hard to be altogether on the ſuffering and bears 
ry ing hand, without any pleaſure ; the mind can hardly ſtand in a poiſe; 
{o as neither to ſorrow or joy : we cannot digeſt adverſity, if wedo not 
reliſh it 3 we ſhall not ſubmut to it as his will, if we do not take it for an 
2 Cor. 12, 10, AYgUMEnt of his love - dd, I (faith St, Paul) have a liking or pleaſure 
in infirmities, 11 reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, in aiſtreſſes for 
Chriſts ſake ; for when I am weak then I am ſtrong. 

4. We ſhould with faith and hope rely and-wait on God for the remo- 
val, or eaſement of our affliftions ; or however we ſhould confide in him 
for grace, and ſtrength to ſupport them well : as our Sav/ozr did, when 

Luie22 42 he prayed, Father, if thou be willing remove this Cup ; as they did in the 
wa Wi. 4 Prophet, who ſaid, In the way of thy judgments, O Lord, we have waitedos 
tam. 3.26. thee ; according to that rule in the Lamentation ; It is gooti that a man 
ſhould both hope, and wait quietly for the Salvation of the Loyd ; and thoſe 
Prul. 25. 5. Precepts in the Pſalms; Reſt in the Lord and wait patiently for him; wait 
2417 , upon the Lord, be of good courage, and he ſhall trengthen thine heart. 
gag ' Weſhould in any caſe be ready with the holy P/a/mi/# thus to interro- 
25. 3 69.6. gate, and ſuſtain our ſelves, Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, why art 
jo! A: thou [o diſquieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, for 
_ thehelp x his countenance. 
Remembring, and conſidering, that (as we are expreſly taught in 
3 Scripture, and as all our Religion doth clearly ſuppoſe) God knowerh to 
7* reſcue the Godly out of tribulation, (he knoweth the proper ſeaſon, whenit 
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Matt. 6. 25, is fit to do it) that he is faithful, and will not ſuffer ws to be tempted above. © 


1 Cor. 10. 13. what we are able : but will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſt ape,thattnt 
may be able to bear it, refleQting, I fay, on theſe certain points of Chriſtian 

i Ther. 4. 13. Truth, we ſhould never ſorrow as thoſe who are without hope ; we ſhould 
never deſpair of a good riddance from our adverſity, when it ſhall be ſea: 

Ma. 45. 31. ſonable or beneficial for us; we ſhould always be: aſſured of a comfott- 
Mic. 7-7 able ſupport under it,which is uſually better than deliverance trom 1t-; our 
' minds ſhould never fink into deſpondency, or diſconſolateneſs : that this 

is 
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is practicable in the wort caſe, we have conſpicuous 1oſtarices to aſſure 
us;it hath-been-the practice of moſt illuſtrious and excellent perſons, 
articularly of the holy Apoſtles ; never was any condition, in outward 2 Cor. «. 2. 
reſpects and appearance, more forlorn and diſinal than was thgirs;- yet in 4 
no-wiſe bereaved them of hope,or courage ; We (they could ſay). are trou- 
bled on every ſitle, yet not diſtreſſed ; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair, fer- 
ſeruted, but not forſaken, caft down, but not deſtroyed, 

6. We ſtould indeed not ſo much as faint, or languiſh in. our minds 

upon any ſuch occaſion; no adverſity ſhould impair the forces of our reaſon 
or our ſpirit ; ſhould enervate our courage,or ſlacken our induſtry ; ſhould 

render us ſick, or weak in heart; for, If (faith the wiſe Man) thou faint Prov 24. to. 
in the day of adverſity, thy ſtrength # ſmall; (tis the ſign of an infirm 

mind) and «# uxzxdv, ot to faulter Or decay, wi nwi%, yor to be diſſolved COT: 4; 16, 
or disjointed #z owr ſouls (as the body-'is in. {corbutick diſtempers) are » The; 15, 
tules preſcribed to us in ſuch cafes : We do then indeed need a firm and Gal. 6. 9. 
robuſt conſtitution of ſoul; we ſhould then bear up moſt reſolutely and corecaged. 
fgutly ; the encouragement of Moſ#s to the people, entring into battel ous e8, mnc 
.may well be accommodated to us, 1n regard to our conflicts with adverſi- 2X#oe frm. | 
ties; Let not your hearts faint, fear not and do not tremble, neither be ye ter- Deut. 20. 3, 
rifed becauſe of them. Fs | 

6, We ſhould not be weary of our condition, or have irkſome longings 


* foralteration ; but with a quiet indifferency, and willingneſs of mind lie 


under it, during God's pleaſure; according to the Wiſe-max*s advice ; 
Mþ ſon deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the Lord,neither be weary of his correftion ; Prov 3-1. 
and thas of the Apoſtle, enforced by our Lord's example ; Confpder him, Heb. 12. 3. 
thit endured ſuch contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt ye be wearied 
and; faint in your minds. We ſhould not think God flow, or his time long 
andtedious, as if he were forgetful of us, or backward to ſuccour vs : as 
the Pſa/mi/t was enclined to do, when in the day: of trouble he- brake 
forth into theſe conceits and expreſſions ; Will. the Lord caſt off forever, pou. 17. 5,10, 
and will he be favourable-no more ; is his mercy clean gong for ever, doth his 
jromiſe fail for evermore ; Hath God forgottes to be gracious ; hath he in an- 
ter(þut up his tender mercies ? Thus he in a fad moud-was apt to think and 
peak; but recolleQting' himſelf he perceived it was his errour, and con- 
ſed it was his tault thus to tmagine, T /aid, it was mine infirmity ;. and 
twill be ours likewiſe, if we entertain ſuch conceptions and refentments : 
we ſhould with the ſame mind endure our preſent ftate, as we do paſs 
through a hard winter, or a time of foul weather, taking it for ſeaſon- 
able and fit, becauſe the wiſe Authour ot nature hath ſo appointed and 
ordered it, 7 . $ID LIE LOTS Dis 
7. We ſhould by adverſe accidents be rendred lowly in our own. eyes, 
and ſober in our conceits of our ſelves; meek and gentle, tender and pli- 


_ abkinourtemper and frame of ſpirit ; ſenſible of our unworthineſs and 


neanneſs,. of our natural frailty, penury+and-miſery, of our aQtual-of- 
ences and miſcarriages ;. deeply afte&ted in regard'fo the awful majeſty. 
and power, to the perfe& holineſs, and ftrict juſtice of God : they ſhould 
Il our haughty ttomach, they ſhould ſupple our ſtiff wilfulneſs, they 
ould ſoften our hard hearts, they ſhould mitigate our peeviſh humaurs ; 
toeffe& theſe things is uſually the deſign of ſuch accidents, and it' is e- 
ver the beſt fruit of them ;; this 1s that, which St, Petey adviſeth to, when 
befaith : Be humbled under the mighty hand of God ; which God approveth 1 vet. 5.5. 


Wl encourageth with a gracious promiſe, when he faith ; -—To this may If; 65. 2: 


vill look, even to him that is af a | wan and contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at 
word : this diſpoſition is an inſeparable adherent to contentedneſs ; he 
ES: H | that 
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that hath not his ſpirit thus broken or mollified, 'will hardly-be cootens 
any ſtate ; he that is haughty in conceit, and ſturdy in humour willege,, 
where find that which will croſs and diſturb him. Wwe, | 
$. It is required that we ſhould, och wans: any meanneſs, .* 
| hardneſs of our condition, be meekly and kindly a pd 
ta plerumque contingit ut dum aliquos ed toward oth ers, bei ng ſatisfied and -plen Ka ae 
fratres noſt ros in quantulacunque require 14 ' "PR 
conſtitifas in mediis noſtris anxietatibus TNOre prof] rous ſtate. We ſhould nat be ano \w 
cogitams,non pang ex [gether the World, becauſe we do not” thrive or flouriſh i 
ris uivames, avg, By. 144. = W© ſhould not be ſullen,} or peeviſh toward any man; 


becauſe his fortune is better than ours ; we ſhould noe 


”.» 
»—Y 


repine-or grudge at the good ſucceſs of any of our brethren, becauſe we 
. Rom, 12. 15. want-the like our ſelves, we fſhowld rather rejoice with thoſe that rejoice - inn. 
cently filching ſome pleaſure from them, or borrowing ſome ſatisfaRian 
from their enjoyments. Tt is h#maze thus to do,becauſe of the natural gp 
nation and friendſhip of men ; it is more eſpecially Chr:/tian, becauſs of 
our ſpiritual conſanguinity ; by vergue whereof we are ſo knit together 
Rom. 12, 15. and made members each to other, thas if (as St. Paul telleth us) one membs 
t Cor. 12. 26: [uffer, all the members ſuffer with it, and if one member be honoured, allthy 
members ſhould rejoice with it : We can hardly be content without thus ap 
propriating the goods, and ſharing in the delights of others; he canner 
be content, who looketh with an evil eye upon other mens proſperityz he 
cannot do well himſelf, who loveth not to ſee his neighbour do well} 
numberleſs occaſions will happen to diſcompoſe and rel 7646+, 
Adverſity impatiently bora is apt to ſour our ſpirits, ana render us fig 
ward toward men acer when it proceedeth from the unkindnek 
ingratitude, or treachery of triends, *or of perſons obliged to.us form 
good Will, or for benefits done to them ; but nothing ſhould rendegy 
unkindly diſpoſed toward the World, nothing ſhould extinguiſh chatity 
in us toward any man; fo plain reaſon teacheth us, ſo great examples 
ſorce,, Moſes did not loſe his affeQtion towards his Countreymen, becul 
he was by one of them threatened away into baniſhment and vagranky: 
the Apoſtles became not diſaffefted to the World, becauſe it miſuſed ind 
rſecuted them ; our Lord did continue moſt earneſtly to defire, and 
aborioully to endeavour the. good of thoſe who moſt dcefpitefully ule 
him ; Like theirs, in all caſes, ſhould our diſpoſition bez we ſhoulderet 
Pſal. 37. 8. obſerve the P/a/miſt*s advice ; Ceaſe from anger, forſake wrath, fret notth 
| felf in any wiſe to aoevil, Again. | | a 
9. Contentedneſs doth imply a freedom from all ſolicitude and aniet 
of. mind, in reference to proviſion. for our needs, and conyeniences« 
1 Pet. 5. 7, life ; according to thoſe rules and precepts of caſting our butthen ang-tan 
ſal. 37-5- apon the Lord, of being careful for nothing, but commending our affairs 1 
Phil, 4. 5. Goa's ordering; according to that moſt comfortable Precept of our Link 
Matt. 6.31. Take no care, ſaying what all we eat, or what ſhall we drink, ,or how ſhall 
be cloathed ; for your heavenly Father knoweth, that ye want all theſe things 
If wedo not thus, it is hardly: poſſible that we ſhould be content; we 
do not; depend upon. Providence, we cannot ſcape being often diſtraded 
with care, and perplexed with, fear ; we cannot chearfully hope for al 
thing we need, nor be quietly ſecure of any thing we pofſels. »! 19 
10. It requireth alſo that we ſhould curb our deſires, and confine them 
, \  ,,,  .., .©..n the narroweſt bounds we can; fſo'as nor (OE 
"Aden mmAvTHHng anhavzny & #271 more-in quantity, or better in quality, than our natun 
on Ne cus Ned Jar Dan g ; ard ſtate eg it we n_ hora foperl] t165,: 
; | . -wecan onely reliſh dainties, we thall never be pleaſed; 
tor as nature hath-lumits,-and is content with little; as there is _ 
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TaWVorld, the exigencics whereof may'notbe anſwered with a c ompe- 
«81\{o curiofity 18an infinite, and inſatiable thing : \He:thar loweth plea: Prov. art v9, 
ili be 4 poor man; he that loveth wine and oil ſhall nar-be rich q thatis, 
hich iS Curious and: nice'in his deſires, will never. \. 3%; OR 
+enough : 'The'rule, which: (according to St. Paul) - 5317 yemnd ie a rapuais mieud - 
egulate-our deſires 1s this; Having food and ray- FRE anon. | 
win, tet au with chem be ſatisfied; If this will ſatisfy us, Si od natwam, vives mgm ofs 
nay calily obtain farisfaCtion; a moderate induſtry {yphe” 2.9 47001900 mingnan Was 
«God's bleſſing, will procure ſo much God hath 
"amiſed to beſtow-:it ; if this will not ſuffice, there is no ſure way of get- 
g'or keeping more; As God 1s no-wile obliged to provide us ſuperflui- 
rtgor.concerned to relieve our extravagant Jongings ; foiwe-may fear that . 
 Haridence will be ready to croſs u$in our cares and endeavors rending to 
 th&purpoſes ; ſo that we ſhall be:diſappointed in the procurement, or di- 
| (bed in the fruition-of ſuch needleſs things :: However he that is moſt 
| fantin bis deſires, is [ikely-to-be moſt content in his mind : He (as Socrates © ragioyy 
kid) neareſt the Gods (who needs nothing) hat needeth feweſt things, Kvogr 4 '4 
| Ja fine, contentedneſs doth import, that whatever our condition is, our Socr. in Xe- 
indsand affetions ſhould be modelled, and ſquared juft according to it ; 2*PÞ: 42omn- 
ptarour inclinations be compliant, our defires be congruous thereto, ſo ” 
 tatafily-we can comport with the inconveniences, can reliſh the com- 
| od can improve the advantages ſticking thereto; otherwiſe like\an il}- 
mide Garment, it will fir unhandſome upon.us, and be.troubleſdme.to 
- s/Tt is not uſually our condition it ſelf, but the unlutableneſs thereof to 
_adſpoſition and deſires (which foureth all its {weets, and rendrethits 
 ahantages fruitleſs) that createth diſcontent ; for (although ir be ver 
- mak): others bear the ſame cheartully ; many would be glad theredt; 1f 
 tletefore we will. be content, we muſt bend our inclinations, and: adapt 
| ardefires to a correſpondence with our ftate. ES FLOOD 
:Kweare rich, we ſhould get a large and bountiful heart, otherwiſe 
| (fWealth will hang looſe about us ; the care and trouble. in keeping it, 
| tefuſpicion and fear of loſing, it, the defire.of amplifying it, the unwil- 
_ to ſpend or uſe it, will bereave us of all true -ſatisfation therein, 
[render it no leſs unſavoury to us, than unprofitable to others. 
Ifwe are poor, we ſhould have a frugal, provident, induſtrious mind, 
furing in deſires, free from curioſity, willing to take pains, able to di- 
aþhardihips, otherwiſe the ftraitneſs of our condition will pinch and 
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' 4+&rewe'high in dignity or reputation ? : we then need a mind well-bal- 
aledwith' ſober thoughts, | otherwiſe the Wind of Vanity will drive 
binto/abſurd behaviours, thence will daſh us upondiſappointments, and 
aifeuently will plunge us into vexation and diſcontent. AK 
 "Arewe meanand.low ? : we need a meek and lowly, a calm and fteady 
brit: not affeQting little reſpeQts, or reſenting the want of them z apt -to 
"as or toibear quietly petty affronts and negleQs;-not apt. to be 
| ied /by Words ſignifying contempt or diſdain ; elſe (being fretted with 
kezhwgs, which 10 this ill-natur'd and hard-hearted World we miay be 
iten to meet with) we-ſhall- be uneaſie.in our minds,: and impatient- 
Iwiſh-a change of our ſtate. ; _ | od2-921 
Theſe, and the like diſpoſitions and affeftions of ſoul cbis duty canfain+ | 
| Uy-0v requireth-: from: hence ſhould ariſe a correſpondent exterpal de» 
azanour; and ſuch aftions as theſe which follow : : +11 + 51181 03 
{We ſhould reftrain our Tongues from-all unſeemly. and wnſayaury 
apreſſions, implying difſatisfaCtion ” God's proceedings, ' or diſpleafure 
| 2 af 
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ar his Providence; arguing'defperation or diſtrult in God ; ſuchapan | 


«(@.78: 15- thoſe of the diſcontented and impatient 1/raehtes ; They faith the Þ 
Numb. 21-5 ſpake: againſt God:'; they:Jaid,can. God furniſh 4 table in the. nildrnefh 
he [mote the rock that the waters guſbed out, and the ſtreams overfloned;, tak 
145 give brad alſo, can he provide fleſh for his people ? Suchi as theyſuſed. 
ta. 3- 2! whom the Prophet faith—When they ſbail be hungry, they will fret' they, 
Neve .t ” ” *: ſelves, and curſe their Kjng and their God; as thoſe in the Apocalypſe, whe 
I1,;2t. 9 4 I . 6 . om | ' Je? 

Bs being afflicted with deſerved judgments,: did blaſpheme the name of Gy 
which had power over thoſe plagues —— blaſphemed the God of | heaven becauſe of 
their pains and ſores. Into ſuch profane enormities of language is diſconen 
apt to break forth, queſtioning the power.of God, or. his willingneſs'tg 
ſuccour us ; venting wrath and diſpleaſure toward him ; charging kin 

' fooliſhly with injuſtice, or with unkindneſs, or with negligence, orwith 
impotency ; the abſtaining from which behaviour, under the ſenſe.of hi 

bitter calamities, is a great commendation of Job; j, 

cb 1, 22. all this (*tis ſaid) Fob finned not, neither charged Got 
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oh (tat: f ng ſhould indeed forbear any the leaſt comnls; 
or murmuring, in regard to the Apricot 
vidence; or upon diſſatisfaCtion in the ſtate allotted us : St, Fude faith 
Jud: 1, 16. that:God in the laſt day will come,” 1s execute judgment, and to copying 
meu of all their hard ſpeeches, which ungoaly ſinners have ſpoken againſt hin; 

theſe (ſubjoyneth he) are »yſoxts, wplinre, murmurers, that complain 
their Jot': which ſignifieth the heinouſnels and extreme dangerouſnels of 
Lam. 3. 39 this prattice,  W berefore doth the living man complain? 11s the Prophy's 
veftion, implying it to be an unreaſonable and blameable'praQtice Where. 
Be the advice of David is good ; . to ſuppreſs all complaint, to be ſilland 


Se07o7. HOM- Od: 7. 


Pſal. 45. 10. fileat in ſuck caſes:: Be ſtill (faith he) and know that I am Goa, and Be 


4+4- 37-7: ſilent to the Lord; the which Precepts his prattice may ſeem well tointer 
| SIW15H - pretand'back ; was, faith he, dumb,' I opened not m 
Plal. te Fe ORE Re mouth, berauſe it was thy doing + and accordingly, 
my G- aIP}6p. Of. v. +... Behold (ſaid he, after having conſidered all the realons 
| aiereget: - he could imagine of God's proceedings) .7 am vile, whe 
107.46 + \ fball I anſmer thee? I will lay my hand «pon my mouth, And 
Ifa. $3.7- thus: our Saviour, when' he was oppreſſed and afflicted, opened not bi 
mouth, © | TEE bs 

1. 4... 623. Yeait is Our duty, 1n theſe caſes, to ſpend our breath 
ws en Iu ts in declaring our ſatisfaction in God's faling withus: 
war mis ovaubeivindUliryked Ol mp. acknowledging his wiſdom, juſtice and goodnelstliere 
Ep 1h owib i 7 Vin; blefſing and praifing him for all that hath befalle 
Pa. 119.75 us3 e&dch of us confeſfing after David ; 1 know, O' Lord, that thy ju 
ments are right,and.that thou in faithfulneſs haſt afflitted ze ; imitating J 
whoſupon the-lofs of all his goods did ſay no more than: this ; The'kus 

Job 1.21. 24r%y and the:Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be the name of the Lordi. '\\ 


> g; We ſhould abſtain from all irregular, unlawful and unworthp-cour 'F 


ſcs'toward the removal or:remedy- of ourneeds, or croſſes, chuſing ratixr 
to abide.quietly whder their prefſure, than: by any unwarrantable'mas 
to: relieve; 'ortrchax'our ſelves; ratheri bearing patiently3- than viouſly 
jer. 5. s like thoſe in the Prophet, breaking our yoke, and burſting our bands.'\ 1 
hea; 'yeoard not iniquity; fos' this haſt thou choſen rather. than afflicHios."We 
ſtivatd: rather:continue. poor, ©'than by: 'couzenage, : br:rapine, endeaydit 
to raiſe our fortune ; we (hould rather lye under diſgrace and contempt, 
uw } finful or-ſordid cothpliancesftrive to acquirethe reſpe&t and favour 
of ttien}yiweſhould rather willingly reft in the loweſt condition, _ 


job 36. 21, 
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1 < mM. V. 
Þ choſe, who by diſturbjog}the World,. by fomenting_diſorders {and fa- 
tho by ſupplanting their:neighbours Welfare, by venting; dandsrs and 
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3a» ions, dQ labour ta amplify their eſtate. : We ſhould rather endure 
avs conventence or diſttels, cn have ;recourſe to. Ways akcevading 
tew, diſallowed by God ;\ doing as the Jews did,, who-in: their: Rraits, | 
| avinſt the declared leaſure.of God, ſet their fates toward /tgypt, fireng- Jer. 42. 18. 
wed themſebves in the ſtrengtrof Pharaoh, trafted jn the off of that broken it. $0. 7 41 
| 1 In negleRt or diffidence toward God, to ertibrace ſuch/aids;1.is:(as 5- 37: 1: 
Gd in the Prophet declareth) a very blameable and miſchicygus4folly ; © 17 15 
 ylrvim (aith he) 7s like a fily dove without heart , thejicall to Agyprothey yo 4 xr 1, 
pi Afyria———Wounto them, for they have fled from me; aeft rack 100. un- 
vthew, becauſe: they have trenſgreſſed againſt me. V Ve. may conſider how 
&Puul reproveth the Corinthians for ſeeking a redreſs,of wrong,ſcandalous 
ad diſhonourable tp the Church, Now therefore it is. utterly a fault: among © 
uw, that ye go to: law one with another ; Why do ye not rether take-wrong:; 
ghjdoje 101 rather ſuffer your / wwe to be: defrauded? even'to right yourſelves 
| gg way, whereby any; difhonour may -come to: Gad, or damage to his 
(hurch is not to be approved; and better it is in.the 4pof/e's judgment, 
phear any injury or damage our ſelves, Berrer it is (faith St. Peter) if | 3: 77 
' thnill of God be ſo, that we ſaffer for will-doing, than to dg ill, And; Let - 246 
| tem, who ſuffer according to the will of God; commit the keeping of their 
 tulto him 11 well-doing, as unto a'faithful Creatour j is another wholeſfom 
| rice of that great Apoſtle. | Hoa Eno 7g - 
4 VVe ſhould, notwithſtanding ay adverſity, proceed in our affairs 
(ich as God requireth, ot reaſon putteth us upon), withalacrity, courage 
| adinduſtry 3 performing however, fo far as our'circumſtances- do :per- 
it, what 1s good and fit for us : No diſappointment or crofs, no ſtraits 
* Fgrievances of condition: ſhould -render us liſtlefs,. or lazy, but. rather 
thoul quicken and inflame our aCtivity; this being a good way'to di- 
et us from the ſenſe of our misfortunes, and to comfort us under their 
 peſſure 3 as alſo the readieft way to temove or to abate them, = mp9 E 
w%, tc order the preſent well, whatever it be; to make _. —7 
lebeſt of a bad matter, to march forward Whither _ , Kedr7irm may's oor Laois 
ra calls (how difficultly ſoever, or flowly it be) in TEE 
ugh or dicty way ; not. to yeild to.gifficy]ties,, but Fe. ply emw/vem oefs bo1:my mh 
rlutely tg encounter them, to ſtruggle Juſti 7 RR - 200 —_ 
them, to endeavour with all 'our mi t\t0 ſurmount Ry he cedp malis, ſed contra audentinr 
liem; are ats worthy of a manly reaſon and courage ; = 
bdire& ill accidents to good ends, and improve them to honeſt uſes, is 
tework of a noble vertue. © Tf a bad game be dealt us, we ſhould "not 
weleatly throw up,but play it out ſo well as we can-3-{o perhaps we may 
we fomewhat,we ſhall at leaſt be buſie till a better come. Pur thy truſt 
| inthe Lord, and be doing good, is the Pſalmiſts advice in ſuch a caſe; and 
tibaprattice neceſ{ary to the gry + and maintaining content <-If we 
our- 'Þ «not otherwiſe well employed, we ſhall be apt, in our thoughts, to 
ther IJ fckncholize, and dote uponiour miſchances, the ſenſe of them will fa- 
eau WF it upon our ſpirits, and gnaw our hearts. = 
5 6 VVe ſhould behave our ſelves fairly-and kindly toward the inftru- 
Tat f ents and abetters of our adverſity ; toward thoſe who brought us into 
We &f & andthoſe whodetain ws-under it, by keeping off xclicf,: and thoſe who 
your & itbearto afford the ſuccour:we mighvetpett ;. forbeating -to:expreſs any 
mf  Wathor diſpleafure,to exerciſe any tevetige of eninitycaward them; but . 
n:d0 
45 
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;evca upon that ſote, bearing good will, and expreſſing kindneſs 
bard them ; not onely as to ous brefheteing whom according-to he | 
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general Law of Chir, we'ate.bbund to loye;" but as td eheſervowy | 
God in-this particular Caſe, 'andrhe'inſtruments of his pleafiie'tow argon. 

conſidering, that by maligning| or: moleſting them,'weidwexpreſint\y. 
ſenrments of God's dealing with us; and 'in'efe&t; through their ſidesdy 
wound his Providetice ; thus'did' the: good? Kzng behave himſelf rowniy 

ing (upon this accompt, becauſe he'was'God?s" inſtrument" of aMigh 
2 Sam. 16. 7- himſelf) thar any harm ſhould'be'done unto him ; thus ththoly 4pgpy; 
x Cor. 4. 32: betng reviled did bleſs, being defamed; aid intreat ; thus our ord 1 ooo 
i Pet. 2. 23. bimſelf roward his ſpiteful adverfaries; who, when he was ##wiled, dit $h 
3: 9. revile apain ; when he ſuffered, he did not threaten, but committed it 20\kin 
that judgethrighteouſly, Inall theſe:caſes we ſhould at leaſt" obſerveithy 
Frov. 24. 29. rules and advices of the wiſe Man ;" Say naty- Þ will do /o #0 him as heh 
50s Its done to me, 1 will render to the man” according t0 his mork-; Saf thou nokia] 
' will recompence evil ;, but wait on the Lord, and'he ſhall ſave thee.” '\, 1 
Diſcontent uſually conſiſteth not -{o much in diſpleaſure for the thinks 
we ſuffer, as at the perſons who bring them om us, or who do not help to 
rid us from them:; it is'their prefumed'injury or diſcourtefie which wed 
fret at; ſuch paſſions therefore toward men being diſcarded, our evils 
preſently will become ſupportable, and content eaſily will enſue.” 4; 

men in any ſickneſs or pain, if their friends are about them (affordin 
comfort or aſſiſtance) do not ſeern to feel any thing, and forbear' com- 
plaining ; ſo if the World about us doth pleaſe us, if we bear no-difaf 

te&tion or grudge toward any perſon in view, our adverſity will appear 

leſs grievous, it will indeed commonly be ſcarce ſenfible to us. "3v!) 

* In theſe and ſuch like aQts, the duty and vertue of contentedneſs doth 
eſpecially reſide ;' or'it is employed and exerciſed by them : And 

much may ſuffice for the cxplication of its nature ; I come now to conf 

der the way of attaining it, intimated by St. 'Paal here, when he faith, 

-T have learned. 436216 BIND | | $a! 


| Shimei, when he was bitterly: $i pang ns and curſed bythin's nc om 
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| Luzed, St. Paul plainly reſolveth it infthis caſe by his own experience 
teſtimony. | What Sezecz faith in general of vertue _ 


” x 
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| is a queſtion debated in Plato, «= Akzniri apt, Wherber Vertue be to be 
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= e giveth ot Vertue ; it is ip art to berome good ) Pary dat natura wirtutem ars eft boniem 


eri. Sen. Ep. 89. 


nn true of this vertue ; it Is an art, with which we Virus ettamſi quoſaam impetu4 ex na> 
** at bort, No more than with any other art or ſcj. fra ſumit,tamen perficienda dottrindeſt, 


=: the which, as other arts, eannot be acquired | IN ES /rt, 

*hout {tudious application of mind, and induſtrious exerciſe : No art 
weed requireth more hard ſtudy and pain toward the acquiry of it, there 
inz-ſo many difficulties, ſo many obſtacles in the way thereto : We 
| haſen0 great capgcity, no towardly diſpoſition to learn it ; We muſt, 
- a doing it, deny our carnal ſenſe, we muſt ſettle our wild fanc\, and 
wreſs fond conceits z we muſt bend our ſtiff and ſtubborn inclinations : 


anultuous paſſions 3 we muſt croſs our humour, and curb our temper ; 
vhich to do is a Hard chapter to learn : Much conſideration; much pra- 
' ice, much contention and diligence are required therety. | 
Hence if is an art which we may obſerve few do much ſtudy ; and of 
* tefludents therein few-are great proficients ; ſo that Qui fir, Mecznas ? 
 fywr'squeſtion, How comes it to paſt, that no body liveth content with the 
| ly fipned by God ? wanted not ſufficient ground. Y 
2p it is not like the Quadrature of the circle, or the Philoſophers 
Sn, an art impoſſible tobe learned, and which will baffle all ſtudy : 
| thagare examples which ſhew it to be obtainable; there are rules and 
preepts, by obſerving which we may arrivetoit. © - bp 
And it is certainly a moſt excellent piece of learning ; moſt deſerving 
- arcarneſt ſtudy : no other ſcience will yeild ſo great ſatisfaRion, or good 
* tk;all other ſciences, in compariſon thereto, are dry'and fruitleſs curio- 
* {ties3 for were we Maſters of all other knowledge, yet wanted the skill 
| ofbeing content, we ſhould not be wiſe of happy ; happineſs and diſcon- 
| tntare doezrs things incompatible.) "LD 
Bathow then tnay this skill be learned? I anſwer, chiefly (divine grace 
ancurring) by theſe three ways. 1. By underſtanding the rules and pre- 
as, wherein the praQtice thereof confiſteth. '2. By diligent exerciſe; or 


}Byſcriouſly conſidering, ahd impreſſing upon our minds thoſe rational 
nlucements (ſuggeſted by the nature and reaſon of things) which are 


| vemuſt repreſs and reſtrain wanton deſires; we muſt allay and fill | 


| plication of thoſe rules to praQtice ; whereby the habit will be produced. 


| ttoperſwade the praQtice thereof, The firff way I have already endea- | 


wed to.declare ; the /econd wholly dependeth upon the will and endeavor 
— WW \itlelearner ; the (rd I ſhall now infift upon, propounding ſorne ratio- 
| uiconliderations, apt (by God's help) to perſwade contentedneſs, and 
ing to cure the malady of diſcontent. They may be drawn from ſe- 

| Kal heads; from God, from our ſelves, from our particular condition 


hoc hate; from the World or general ſtate of men hete ; from ghe particu- 


_—__ of 
ix WW {acesof the duty it ſelf : Every thing about us well examined and pon- 
13 \urgact miniior ſomewhat {ducing and afſiſting thereto. on 
) In regard to God we may conſider, that equity doth exa&, and gra- 
+14 I fderequireth, and all reaſon diQateth, that we ſhould be content;'or 
z of © Win being diſcontented we behave our ſelves very uabeſeemingly and 
— om are very unjuſt, very ingrateful, and very fooliſh toward 


 ikate of other men in campariſon to ours ; from the nature and'conſe- 


ity doth exaR this duty of us, atid in perfortning ir we aft juſtly 


x0 il ward God, both admitting| his due right; and acknowledging his good 
It exerciſe 


r Sari, 3. 18. 
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| Matt. 20.17: exerciſe thereof ; That ſaying in the Goſpel, 1s it not lawful for wen, 4, 
what I mill with mine own? 15 a-moſt evident maxime-of equity» + 
therefore the-natural right, and prerogative of God (as the Creaton wi 
Preſerver, and conſequently the abſolute Lord, Owner and Goverg 
of all things), to aſſign his ſtation, and allot his portion to every yuoſy 
as he judgeth good and convenient ; it is moſt juſt that inviolablyy. 
ſhould enjay this right ; He being alſo infinitely wiſe. and good, ir is like 
wiſe moſt juſt to acknowledge that he doth perfeQAtly well manaze'n; 
right ; Now by contentful ſubmiſſion to God's diſpoſal of things, weds 
worthily expreſs our due regard to both theſe, avowing his right, and 
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. # 
approving his exerciſe thereof; but by diſcontent and gegret at whathy 


peneth, we do in effe& injure God in both thoſe reſpe&s, difavowin 
his right; and impeaching his management. We do thereby ſo renown 
his right, as (ſo far as conceit and wiſh do reach) to invade it, and uſiryy 
to our {elves : ſignifying, that 1n our opinion: things-ought not to hems 
dered according to his judgment and pleaſure, but after'our fancyarddin. 
mour ; we claim to our ſelves the priviledge of controlling his lin YZ 
diſpenſing his goods, ſo as to be our own carvers, and to aſſymetohy - 
ſelves ſo much as we think good ;- we imply; that, if we were:able! x 
would extort the power out of his hands, and manage it our ſelvegime. - 
delling the World according to our concetts and deſires. "__ 
Multos irveri We do allo (fince we. cannot but perceive the other attempt ofidiffel 
*9us £327 fling God to be frivolous and fruitle(s) in effe& charge God with niſcde 
js Devs nemi- Mieanour, With iniquity or infirmity in; his diſtribution ;and diſpokibyf 
nem : Sen. Ef: things ; intimating, that in our opinion-he doth not order them fo juſtly 
oP or {o wiſely as might be (not ſo well as. we in our Wiſdom and Julie - 
ſhould order them) for did we conceive: them managed for thebeltzme 
could not but judge it moſt unreaſonable to be aggrieved, or to:coltplain: 
ſo heinouſly inſolent, and unjuſt are we 1n being diſcontent. - Imieamelh, 
W hich 1s moſt equal, that God ſhould have his Will;-or we? For{hime 
we ſhall ſay, God : Why then do we not contentedly let him haveitt” 
*Tis indeed, if we conſider it, the higheſt, piece of-injuſticeathaty 
can be guilty of; exceeding that which we commit. in any other'ſorpel 
diſobedience. For as ineany 'State- {editious Mutining 1s the [greatal 
crime, as moſt direQly violating the Majeſty, and. fubverting the auth 
_ rity of the Prince ; ſo in the World, none may be ſyppoſed more'rg- 
tend and wrong its Sovereign Governour, than ſuch malecontents,,who 
| diflike and blame his proceedings : Even a Heathencould 
Tiw dove rip males > teach us, that it is our duty to ſubject: cur mind'tohim 
Aral md plus 8 aoneng. Afr. 1.12. FP4t adminiſtreth all things, 4s good. Citizens tothe i 
| of the Commonwealth; if we do nat ,we are rebellious W 
and ſeditious, which is the higheſt pitch of injuſtice toward our moltgi* W 
cious Sovereign. | eng $21 
Again, there can be ng greater injury, or affront offered-to Gad/uthan 
: joh15. 10. to give his the tie, by queſtioning his veracity or fidelity-; this dilcontent 
plainly doth involve : for God hath expreſly declared himſelf ready-upop 
os 5-2:5 all occaſions to do us good ; he hath promiſed to care far! ws, and:neamil 
3. 13, c. forſake ws, or leave us deſtitute ; which Word of his if we,did not difttil 
' _ andtake him to be unfaithful, we could.not be diſcontent: 1 As nolmal 
is diſpleaſed with his condition, or ſuſpicious of want, who knowethplt | 
he hath abundant ſupply of all that he can need in a ſure place 31 thabl 
hath a perſon moſt able, moſt willing, moſt faithful engaged to ſucagls 
him ; & did we believe God to be true, who hath promiſed to help #* 


could not be diſcontented for fear of any want. * naw 
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p "W muſt at leaſt in ſo doing, ſuſpect God to be deficient in goodneſs 


, 
% 


jy 4 d us, or unwilling to help us, or we muſt apprehend him impotent, 
ad unable to perform what he would, and what he hath promiſed, for 


{# begive bread alſo, can he provide fleſh for his people ©) which conceits of 
God are alſo very unworthy, and injurious to him, 

*2. Gratitude requireth of us this duty : for we having no right, or 
leo any thing 3 all that we have coming from God's pure bounty ; he 
lying. upon us all (whatever our condition comparatively is, or may 
(em: to us) freely conferred many great benefits, com- 
- nonto all men among us (our being, life, reaſon, ca- 


pact þ bocy habet quo 
 ncoms: yrably precious and exce!lent) we 1n all reaſon reddidit, & 


ad be thankful for theſe, without craving more, or 
| auplaining for the want of other things. Whereas alſo all events (how 
| gab ſever to our ſenſual conceits, or appetites) are by God deſigned, 
| addifpenſed for our good, gratitude requireth, that we ſhould thank 
| God for them, and not murmur againſt them. 

urely if inſtead of rendring God thanks for all the excellent gifts which 
moſt liberally (without any previous obligation to us, or deſert of 
ag). hath beſtowed on us, and continueth to beſtow, we fret, and quar- 
 & that he doth not in ſmaller matters ſeem to cocker us, we are extream- 
| Figerateful, and difingenuous toward him: If any great Perſon here 
' fond freely beſtow on us gifts of huge value (high preferment, or 
ich; /Wealth) but with good reaſon, as we might preſume, ſhould 
| aikbold from us ſome trifle, that we fancy or dote upon, ſhould we not 
eee unworthy, if we ſhould take it ill and be angry with him for 
 theauſe ? The caſe is plainly the ſame; God hath in the frankeſt man- 
beſtowed on us innumerable and ineſtimable goods, in compariſon 
| Wereto any comiort or conventence of our ftate here is very trivial and 
 Whicable 5 Are we not therefore very ingrateful,if we heinoufly reſent tne 
' at of any ſuch things; if upon any ſuch accagpt we diſguſt his Provi- 
We? Do we not deal, beyond all -—aworctily with God, in 
 bauch undervaluing the goods which he hath given us, or doth offer 
"Sand bath put in our reach ? He hath made us capable of the greateſt 
£0ds1maginable, and faithfully upon eafie terms proffereth them to us 3 
 Reven tendereth himſelf (himſelf, the immenſe and all-comprehending 
£09, the fountain of all Joy and bliſs) to be fully enjoyed by us3 his 

| Mom he offereth to inſtrut and guide us, his power to protect and 
WT purd us, his fulneſs to ſupply us, his goodneſs to comfort us 3 he offer- 
| his love and favour to us, in having which we virtually, and in effe& 
W edll things 3 becoming thereby, in the higheſt degree, rich and ho- 
| Wiable and happy 3 And is it not then outragious unworthineſs to prize 
Wy other thing (any petty accommodation of this tranſitory lite, any piti= 
 Utop here) ſo much, as to be diſpleaſed for the want thereof ; as if all 
| Were not enough to ſatisfie our needs, or ſatiate our deſires; as if not- 
 Miſtanding all theſe immenſe effuſions (yea as it were profuſions) of 
Minty upon us, we could be indigent or unhappy # Shall we (to uſe that 


We bountifil hand of God, and (hall we not contentedly receive, or bear ſo ſmall 

' Wr from bim? Evils indeed in name, and to grofs ſenſe, but not ſo in 
Y, Not ſo in effed, - at leaſt not ſo in God's deſign; EFEvxzers on any 

rather things very convenient and profitable for us; 9% dr Ip my —in 
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_ 1s another aggravation of our ingratitude 3 diſeaſe. Nez. Ep. 66. 


"FF 
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like thoſe Infidels, who ſaid, Can God furniſh a table in the wilderneſs 2 Pal. 58. 19; 


Iniquus eft qui muneris ſui arbitrium = 


waty. of eternal happineſs, manifold ſpiritual bleſſings, arg br gem pri Frog peer _ 


c. Sen. ad Polyb. 29. 


Jand moſt ingenuous conſideration of Job) receive ſo much good from jg, ,, ,, 


£ $xovTus 
moles, laid Philagrins in a grievous 
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"Breadtty 73 wil mig i Loa fm Are we not allo. very ingrateful in miſapprehendine 
\ x , yo k) [4 fav, - | by . | oy | F | k E oy 
7 he  ovy. Naz. deſe. Eng p and difliking that, which God doeth out of yery, 


cious intentions toward us; in loathing his fatherly in 
friendly diſpenſations 3 the farherly chaſtiſements and friendly diſcipline. 

which he unwillingly is forced (is [ fay forced by his own great loye, an 
Prov. 3-11. by our preſling needs) to inflit or impoſe upon us ? Surely our ill opinion 
of or deſpiſing (as the wiſe-eMan calleth it) theſe unpleaſant blefling; 

no fmall fault; Neither will our not diſcerning (out of affeQted dulner 
and (tupid pravity not diſcerning) the wiſdom of God's methods, and the 
wholeſomeneſs of the means he uſeth to better us, excuſe us from foul ig; 
gratitude: | EE +4208 
3. Again, upon many accompts, reaſon farther diQateth in reſpetty 

#- God, that we ſhould be content : becauſe it is moſt reaſonable to acquiels 
in God's choice of our ſtate, he being infinitely more wiſe than we,” andiq. 
finitely better underſtanding what-is good for us than we can'do ;'becanſ 
4 he is well affected tous, and loveth us more than we do our ſelves; beets 
,a5 &. be hath a juſt right, and irreſiſtible power to diſpoſe of us, the which(whih 
_— « ever we can do, however we reſent it )' he will effectually make uſe of 
Charior eſt itks WHENCe It is extremely fooliſh to be diſcontent: fooliſh it is to bediſltiched 
homo quam ſibi. with the reſults of his Wiſdom, adhering to our vain apprehenſions, 

to diſtruſt his goodneſs in compliance with our fond ſelf-love z fooliſh! 
conteſt his unqueſtionable right and uncontroulable power, having nothing 

but meer impoteney to oppoſe againſt them z no leſs than downright 
neſs it isto fret and fume at that which we can no wiſe help, to bark atthyi 
which lodgeth in heaven fo far high above us, to folicite deaf necelliy 

with our ineffeftual Wailings; for if we think, that our diſpleaſure wi 

affe& God, that our complaints will incline him to alter our condition 
comply with our wiſhes, we do conceit vainly, and without any. proud 
'Ov Sms {ooner may we, by our imagination, ſtop the Tides of the Sea, orturnthe 
vey Tm Streams of Rivers backward ; ſooner, by our cries, nay we ſtay then 
$T Aa XeUG T8 
#572 arr. and change all the courſes of the-Stars, than by our paſſionate reſentmeny 
L. or moanful clamours we cgn check the current of affairs, or alter that fate 
=? fax of things, which is by ons high decree eſtabliſhed : diſcontented belis | 
cox apt viour will rather faſten our condition, or remove it into a worle place; # 
wie. Eurip. it highly doth offend God, and encreaſeth our guilt, ſo it moyeth God 
continue, and to augment our evils. Thus lifting up our eyes to heavel, 

and conſidering the reference our diſpofition and demeanour harhto. God, 

' will induce us to bear our caſe contentedly. "7 

IT. Again, Refleting upon our ſelves, we may obſerve much reaſat 

to be content with our ſtatez in whatever capacity we look upon A 

ſelves, it in reaſon becometh us, we in duty are obliged to be ſo, _ 

As men and creatures we naturally are indigent and impotent 3 

have no juſt claim to any thing, nor any voſſeſion maintainable by'olt 

power ; all that we have, or can have, cometh from molt pure courtelie 

and bounty ; wherefore how little foever is allowed us,we have no wrol 

done us, norcan we juſtly complain thereat : Such beggars as we aremmw 
not pretend to be chuſers; if any thing be given us we may be glad, 

(hould be thanful. It is for thoſe who have a right and a power to maintail 
it, to reſent and expoſtulate, if their due be withheld ; but for us that 

never had any thing, which we could call our own; that have no poet 
to get or keep any thing; for us that came into the World naked and db 
tencelefs, that live here in continual, abſolute and arbitrary dependanc 
for all our livelihood and ſubſiſtence, to conteſt with him that maintane 

us, or to complain of his dealing, is ridiculouſly abfurd and vain __ 
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; 4 and value our ſelves,” an Going will "{ 


mit 'thoſt in Ezra, Thou reſt 4 
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Wa moral accompt' we haye lefs Jef to challenge! diphe? or to 
in'of any thing ; 'fot-we defetve. nothin bor 4k Tf WL 
ough for 
dition” will appear better th we Ace Þ duly. ſe the 
tions and infirmities of our' ridrvirs, the dilbeger Ghia deptavednets 
ir hearts, the demeanours andend6rmities:6f die lives, we cannot but ' 
end; that weare' even unworrhy'o of the nMciuhich- "fall from Our Niatt 15.17; 
ws table; we cantiot'bur acknowledge with\thtSobd'Pary;aÞth:" thar 
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| weare leſs than the leaſt of God's POST» "Confideving” out Tat Falun. Gen! 32, 10. 


ineſs, we :{hall'ſe&that we deſerve fot" fo ach a3 bHoTe? ommon 


| weeks which all men enjoy,and. without which! WEcannorft Ke 19 ſothat 
{ngard to them we ſhall be ready to"acknowiedge” with the 


” Pja(miſt, | 
hat is man that thou thkeſt knowpledpe” of him, or #h# Son' Of bun, that Bll: 44 3 


| s 'mateſt accompt of him? Trying our, Hearts andexarninitn dnr-ways, Job 7. 27. 
. yeſhall ſoon diſcover it to be ee mercy; that we arcfiot 'ttteply 


ived of all good: things, ftript'of'all edtiiforts,” yea'difpsMedſi2 of our 


ky. being and life it ſelf; rhat we are obliged toacknowledge' wich thoſe 

ihe Lamentations, It is "of the Lord's thirties tha We art not 69nſumen," be. Lam. 3. 22. 
uh bis compalſſh ons fail ot. Were: we: far befter thin we are,” yet It 

would not' become us to conteſt with: him, to whoſe: difpoſal and”) udc 


ydg- 
nent we arefubje& ;*as Job teacheth" vs © Behold (faith he) Go? bike, Job 5. 12:C 
to, who can hinaer bom, who will ſay unto him; whuf coeſt tha'? Ws be will 


Woithar aw his anger, the proud * 'helpers do froop under him ; bon eo leſs * x; 
Al 1 anſwer him, anil chuſe' out my woras #6 reaſon with bran: " whohw*rhough [ 


mnghroons; I would not anfwer, bat I'wbuld makbiſpplication t0 my judge ; (Job 5. 32.) 


| kefor us; men ſo unrighteous and- guilty, to debate with, to, queſtion, 


dings of our Judge, it is much more unfeetnly, :- wats, 


(Nothing can be more abſurd, than” for men-ſh*deeply indebred; tha " 

| fx finners fo "very obnoxious to Wrath,” to be apbrieved ja andy, - > 
| ll we, who are conſcious to otit® ſelves of fo many greatolins -ap2inſt IK 

| arGod; who by wilful tranſgreſſions 5, 
| thonted and offended him';'who'have'fo little req uited his org, ang. 1o 
nh abuſed his patience; who Hhave-borh' Hes "Ht 

| ln fo lad ſervice, ſhkW've, be angry 


or ſlothfal riegledts,have ſo much 


n lhio@ brave 26d Rodd eondifigd; ike wo 
y bk not the ment competent > Br 16 Dat "i 


| BWpreat favour that 'Weare" pertbified'to, oe nat 


ld often have caſt into utter Nie 4,000 tenefs 


iy foriſach perſons to be- diffarichtd &in'this W 612.1 wot 


des God's exceedirig mercy, that'they woes there on this fide of = 
mleſs pit;' tis their" Late with" Toft RAG 'patietie}" ro bear 

Vtever 3 is inflicted on them,” hurbl ing-with Kim in the Pr ber, Tic. ». 6. 

Wiheer the indignation of the Lord, "becauſe 1 have ſinpied againſt hin Sec- 
Whatever our croſſes or ſuffert ms, vve catindtbut con "to "God 


as leſs than onr, inigufrts a « Ezr, 9.15; 


Xin Bainers upon the matter, neu ſo much of our debt Em 
, beirig in compariſon to 'vvhit or due tous very tolerably, 
af tavourably dealt vvith, Why ſhopld we be iffarisfied: ?"'If th © (y 
&men ſhould. deal {6 { kvurabl vvith us, vve:ſhould be mach! pleaſed, 
Wready to thank them ; ;Why:then ſhould vye taks* Ml of G69, 'yrhen 


ed on 


Forni in his hardeſt propeing againft Us, exprefleth ſo mucty jrdu- 


1 2 it 


oge by ; : 


qv _— 


ad 


lam 2+ 23+ 
AvSuiesra 
142,» 
Jer. 5. 25+ 


Plal. 107. 17H om wa ; and bring evil things upon. us : Foo 


Jer. 17. 10. 
21 14. 3%» 
19. 6. Ig» 


Larti. 3. 39. 
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If we muſt be diſplexſed, and luſt to complaio, we have reaſon mag 
r 46 


rather ro accuſe our ſelves, than to,cxclaim at Providence, to beway .. 
ſins, than to ceplory our fortune :- for our evils are not indeed ſo muck 
voluntary Works of God, who doth nor afflict willingly, or grieve th 4. 
dren of men, as the: natural produtts of our ſin, which we. do wilt. 
commit : It is (as the Prophet ſpeaketh) our hn that witbhold good thine. 
s, becauſe of thejr.tr anſorelt* 
and becauſe of their inigqities, are afflicted. We make adverſity necefſyry. 
or expedient for us,. then we cry out upon it : We labour in Planting! 
cannot brook rhe fruit {4 our doings3 we, like: prodigals, flin Way ou 
eſtate in-wanton profuſions, then complain of want ; we affe and chyſ 
the cauſes, but loath, and cannot abide the certain conſequences ;. ſy 
fond in our conceits, ſo perverſe are we in our affections : Wherefore dah 
the living man tomplzin, for the puniſhment of hu ſins? ſo well might the 
Prophet demand and expoſtulate. | PM 
We may farther, looking on bur ſelves, conſider our ſelves as ſeryanss 
to God, or rather as ſlaves, abſolutely ſubje&t to bis diſpoſal; And ha 
any ſervant, ſhall a mere ſlave preſume to chuſe his place, or determins 
his rank in the family -? Shall he appoigt to himſelf what office he will 
diſcharge, what garb he ſhall go in, what diet he muſt have, what þ 
will do, and how he ſhall be accommodated ? Is it not fitthatall theb. 
things ſhould be left to our Maſter?s diſcretion and pleaſure? iti mal 
reaſonable that we ſhould throughly acquielce in his determination: even 
a Pagan Philoſopher could teach us, that this is reaſonable ;. wha this 
piouſly. direQteth his Speech ro God : For thexeſt 4 m 


Los qeae Jarmpuals I 'O- t0 what thos pleaſeft, I do roſe unts thee, and amy 
{40 varerw Mts 10K Ny me- : . : + 
_— uns of] ont Sontv roy Owre Hans different. Bet reſnſe ag which ſeemeth good t0-th 'y 
da ly Ware iaire eldnes. "Agauy lead me whither thou wilt 53 Put 0x me what- garment: J 


1s Ae, idorie poorer que, > plepfelſt : Wilt thou have me to be a governoar or « privat 
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many to ftay at homeor to be baniſhed away, . t0 be poor and 
is. _. berich? Iwill, in reſpect to all. theſe things, 4s 12122 for 
er thee with men; thus did Epictetms ſay, and uch-ſpeeth 
well becometh our relation to God.:,Servants ſhould be content wi h:thex 
Maſters INES, and allowances.; they ſhould not onely.themſchn 
forbear tofand fault with, but be ready to maintain bis proces ings ag unſ 
vho ſhall preſu hend or blame, th (pecially ſug 
any, who Inall prelume to reprehend or blame, them. Eſpecially {þ 


ſervants as weare, who, after we have done all. things commanded uw, ml 


acknowledge that we are unprofitable ſervants ; luch as. can bring. ao. conlide 
rable benefit to our Lord, or any-wile advance his ſtate, : Tha ene 
fore cannot challenge any Wages from him, mgre than, he out of ma 
favour; 1s pleaſed to allow - Cop we, by qur: abours, enrich God, 

raiſe him un dignity, or procure delight ro him, it might ſeem congrats 
that he ſhould anſwerably reward. us ; bur,as he. getteth nothing by uy 
we canngt require any thing from him :, our beſt ſervices do indeedrathi 
need parden, than defrye any reward:: No mag bath lived ſo well, thit 
he can pretend any thing from Gog,. that he is got; indeed, much behiys 


C, $ 
"av 4 


hand 1n. his accompts with God, baying received.from God, far mored 
benefit than he can return to bim.in ſervice ; Ng man, without extreal 
preſumption and arrogance, can offer to. preſcribe, .ia what meaſure;.Ot 


what manner God ſhould reward hum. 
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Again, if we conſider our. ſelves,as the children .of God, eitherly 
birth or nature, or by adoptiogand;grace, How: can 'we be diſcontentiar 
any thing ? Have we. not thence, great reaſon to hope, or rather 19 
confident, that we ſhall never want any good thing (neceflary or wy 

h ni 
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Of Contentment. 


I" 


far for us) that no great evil ſhall ever oppreſs us ? For is not God 
hence by paternal diſpolition inclined, is he not in a manner, by paternal 
ry, engaged; in all heedful agcaſions, "to Wipply and ſuccour us ? Can 
= EOE great profaneneſs, and ho els tolly) ſurmiſe, thache, which 


—___ 


 *Gimmenſly good, will be a bad (an unkind, or 4 negle&ful) Father 
 p1s? No, as there is no other Father in goodneſs cotmparable tg him; 
krone; in real effefts of benignity, can come near him; ſo our Lord } 
- afureth us : If ye (faith he) ting evil, know. how to give good things to Matt. 7. 14: 
| ur children ; How much more will yoar heavenly Father give good things to 
ki children that ack him ? | | | 
[f we conſider our ſelves as Chriſtians, we have ſtill mote reaſon to 

mtiſe this duty : As ſuch, we are not onely poſſeſſed of goods abun- 
 agtly ſufficient to ſatisfie our defires; we have hopes able to raiſe our 
| gigds above the ſenſe of all preſent things 3 we have entertainments that 
mer may divert our minds, and fill our hearts with comfort ; but we 
ve alſo an aſſurance of competent wn. ape of tempofal goods; for, 
{v0 Fe 


ſs is profitable to all things, rok 


dl promiſe both of the preſent life, 1 Tin. 4. 8; 
woof that which is to come ; and, If we ſeek firſt the Kingdom of heaven, and | 
Iunjebreonſae fi, all theſe things ſhall be added anto' ut. It is indeed ſtrangely Matt. 6. 33: 
-mhandſome for a Chriſtian ever to droop, or to be diſconſolate j for a 
fend of God, and an heir of heaven te think he watits any thing, or 
farthat he ſhall ever want; for him,whoſe treaſure and heart are above; 
whe fo concerned with any thing here, as deeply to reſent it 
-loain, if we reflect upon our ſelves as rational men, How for ſhame 
* wwe be diſcontent? Do we not therein much. diſparage that excellent 
| (&ftion of our nature ? Ts it not the proper work of reaſon to prevent 
gps hurtful or offenſive to us, when that may be done ; to remove them, 
| Itley are removeable ; if neither of theſe can be compaſſed, to allay 
 od-mitigate them ; ſo that we may be able wellto ſupport them ? Is it 
Kits principal uſe to'drive away, thoſe fond conceits, and to quell thoſe 
Wblelome paſſions, which create, or foment diſquiet, and diſpleaſure 
Us? If it cannot do this, What doth it fignifie ? "T'o what purpoſe have 
'Rit? Is not our condition really worſe than that of brute beaſts, if rea- 
'Wkrveth only to diſcry the cauſes of trouble, but cannot enable to bear 
1A] the: reaſons we have produced, and all that we ſhall produce a- 
qultdiſcontent, will, if we are reaſonable men, and reaſon availeth any 
[Wnp, have this effect upon us. n 5 
{ Mherefore conſidering our ſelves, our capacities, our relations, otir 
| Kiows, it is moſt reaſonable to be content with;our condition, and wit 
Watever doth befal us, | 
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"YArther, if we*confider; '6ur- condition (be it what it will 
'. how poor,” how mean, how deſpicable' and forlorti ſhes} 
 .,wecan haveftom it no'reaſonable ground of diſcontent, ® 
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x, Our.condition ih this World cannot (if rightly eftirnated;' 


managed) be extremely bad, or forrowful ; nothing here cah'ocur ; 


ſupportable,.:or very grievous in it felf;; 'we cannot, if we pleaſe; want 
any thing conſiderable, 'and the defe& whereof'may not be ſupplied, ar 
ſupported:by far;better enjoyments.- If we have high opinions" of folne 
things, as very excellent; 'or'very needftl for us, it's no wonder if wedo 
want them; that our:condition is unpleaſint to us; if we take other thitps 


Ly 


: 
£ } 
. 
A 


4 
IH 
'F 
-_— 


for huge evils, then, if they be incumbent 6n us,” we can hardly ſeapete- 


ai '%.& 


ing diſpleaſed'; but if we thoroughly ook through fuch things, andſan 


themexaCtly; ' valuing them, not according 'to tallacious impreſhons'e 


reaſon, ' we:may find, ' that neither'abſence of the former, nor the'preſent 
of the latter doth'make'our condition much worſe, or render ourcale ds 
plordble.; 6rd nin 1 01d O1t Bo eoluty DOT {ODE 1110 ORR 
.-We are,; for inſtance,” poor : that' condition rightly weighet,1s n0 
ſo very ſad'; for what-is--poverty'?” what but the: face of 4 ew it 
perfluous things, which pleaſe wanton fancy rather than anſw r need; 
withquruwhich nature is eafily ſatisfied, and which if we do not alled, 

1 big 012: we cannot want? what is it but to wear coarſe clothes, 


ſenſe, or illufive dreamings of fancy, -but according; to ſou rehn S of 


got pains, to fit or go in a lower place, to have no heaps 

of caſh, or hoards of grain, to keep no retinue, t0 

have few friends, and not one flatterer ? and what great harm in this? 
It is a ſtate, which hath its no {mall conveniences and comforts, its lap 


py freits-and conſequences; which freeth us from” many cares and diltns 
ctions, from many troubles and croſſes, from man 


, ents HO 08 NPE I - encumbrances, many dangers, many temptations, mi- 
.  dojict.aur pauper : 4 "END 
Miltis ad Philiophandun obſtitere Dy fore diſtempers of body and ſoul, many grievals 


divitie ; paupertas expedita eft, ſecura miſchiefs, to which Wealth is expoſed ; which mail 


eſt. 5en. Ep. 17: . 
Sepius pauper,09 fidelins Tides; Sent 


Ep. 80, 


” 


taineth health, induſtry and ſobriety ; diſpoſeth us 
teed heartily, ro move nimbly, to fleep ſweetly ; which 
preferveth us from luxury, from faticty ; from ſlot 


and unwieldineſs. It yeildeth diſpoſition of mind, freedom and leifute 


roatrend the ſtudy of truth, the acquiſt of verrue. It is a Rate, whuc 


many 


- 11! -T have learned in whatever State, &c, © (00 
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| = have born with great chearfulneſs 3 many (very. wiſe: men) have 


F: reaſonably diſpleaſe us 2 — Fe 
bo thou art ſuppoſe fallen into diſgrace, or from honour and cre- Jam. z. 5. 
an dep 


(dung of opinion in giddy men, which thou doſt not fel, which thou 
| gt act concerned io, if thou pleaſeſt 3 which thou never hadſt reaſon 


Of Contemment. p 
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ily embraced 3 which is allotted by divine Wiſdom to molt men 3 


| gd which the beſt men often do endure; to which God hath declared 


ial regard, which the mouth of truth hath proclaimed happy 3 Pl 10. 14- 


Rich the $on of God hath diguified by his choice, and ſanQified by his 37 13-051 


69. 33: 72- 
g deeply thereof 3 and can ſuch a condition be very loathſome Y iy. Lace Ms 


Lake & 26. 
refled into a ſtate of contempt and infamy ? this alſo rightly 1# 55: 2- 
no ſuch wretchedneſs 3 for what doth this import 2 what, but 


 chto regard, or at all to rely upon? what is thy loſs therein # it is the 

kings of 8 bubble, the finking of a Wave, the changing of a Wind, 

+ cackiog of a thing moſt brittle, the (lipping away -of a thing moſt 

and ſlippery z What is honour and fame, but thought, and 

3 more flitting, what ſooner gone away than a thought ? and why 

thou diſpleaſed at the loſs of a thing ſo very ſlender and ſlimme? If 

did know its nature, thou cant not be diſappointed 3 if thou did(t 

i, it was worth thy while to be thus informed by experience, that 

tor maieſt got any more regard it, Is the contempt, thou halt incurred 

fathy fault ? bear the conſequence thereof patiently, and do thy beſt 

 yremoving the cauſe to reverſe the effe& - is it undeſerved and cauſcleſs? 

\kiwfied in thy innocence, and be glad that thou art above the folly and 

lice of thoſe, who contemn thee. Let thy affections rather be em- 

ned in pity of theirs, than in diſpleaſure for thy own caſe. Did (let 

"xk thee again) the good opinion of men pleaſe thee ? that pleaſure 

whond and vain, and it is well thou art rid of jt? did it not much 

iuhee, why then doſt thou much grieve at the loſs rhereof # Is nor 

thy fortune in this kind the ſame with that of the beſt men # have not 

(ke who have deſerved moſt honour, been expoſed to molt contempt # 

L {wo (Fob could ſay) they that are younger than I bave me in deriffon, Job 0, r, 16. 
| wes they abbor we, they flee far from me, and ſpare not to ſpit in my face. 

Vl, 1 aw, (could that great andigood King ſay) a worm, and no man; @ Pal. 22. 6, 7. 
'mioch of wer, and deſpiſed of the people 5 All they that ſee me, laugh me to 

[ns they ſboot out the lip, they ſhake the head, —and, we are defared, 
"Rue reviled, ave are wade 9s the filth of the world, and the off-ſcouring of all x Cor. 4. 12, 
ay a20 this day, could the holy Apoſiles fay 3 and He is 4:ſpiſed and re- 3 

Mid of mor, —hbe was deſpiſed and we eſteemed bins not, was ſaid of our Ifa. 53. 3. 
adhioſclf; and can this condition then in juſt eſteem be ſo very pitiful 

 tgrievous # | 

"Fat thoy, art perhaps troubled becauſe thou art wrongfully cenſured, 

[” fond defamed, abuſed by (Jander, or p EL 

in ioo which alperſe th thee with things 6% LEOE _— Jeremiz, Chryſoſt. ad O- 
'Cidon art no-wile guilty, or repreſenteth thee in a =—Gratias ago Deo meo, quod dignus ſum 
| ur Yer unworthy of thee -: Be it ſo; what then ; ow __ oderit. Hier. Ep. 39. (ad 
My doth this ſo much affc thee ? 

hnot every wan ſubject to theſe things ? are not the greateſt men, are 


Mike wiſeſt men, are not the beſt men liable to the lame # yea chiefly 

le, excellency being the ſpecial mark of envy and obloquy ? can any 

Podmen eſcape free of them among ſo many bad men, whoſe doings as AA ol gg 
(odneG doth reproach, fo it provoketh their malignity # Canſt thou 1ma- vltnens, $56 
Mio 


0 pals thy days 1 ſo unjuſt and ſpiteful a World - without incurring | onkngnat | 
bad -uſagez can ſo many vain, ſo many bold, fo many Jawleſs, 


tongues 


[EET — 


7*_ Of Comentment. © 


a» 


tongues be tied up, or kept. within compaſs of truth, or: equity? Wye. 
thou ſuffer it to be in the power of any 'man at his pleaſure (6 eaſes. 
diſcompoſe and vex thee? becaufe he will be bad, ſhalt thou be miſtitnes. 
why doſt thou not rather pleaſe thy ſelf in the conſcience of thy: Rane df; 
vouring to deſerve and do well ; in thy innocence, and clearneſs frown - 
blame which they impoſe on thee ; in thy having given no cauſe '6f iy. 
offence and outrage ? why doſt thou not rather pity their unwortige” 
and unhappineſs, who ſtoop to ſo mean and baſe praQtices, thanſiers. 
them, as bad to thee ? they do themſelves far more miſchief, than win. 
can do thee, | ' 4 
And why doft.thou not confider, that indeed thou art guilty of ans - 
faults, and full of real imperfeQions, ſo that no man can eaſily dergpah. 
from thee more than thou deſerveſt - he may indeed tax thee unjuſtly". 
may mifs in the particulars of his charge, he may diſcover grogndith. 
contempt, and ill-will roward thee 5 but- thou knoweft thy ſelf to hay 
grievous finner,- and it is juſt that thou ſhouldki be reproached, (God 
_ thy humiliation, or thy correftion, may have ordered him, as David. 
he might have ordered Shi, to curſe thee) thou haſt therefore mars. 
need to be humble in refle&ion on thy ſelf, than to ſwell with diſtin” 
regard to his injury. | | = 
Thou ſhouldſt improve this dealing, and make it wholeſome to'thes 

by taking occaſion thence to corre& thy real faults, and endeayouringty 
become truly more worthy ; that ſo thy conſcience may be a firm bulj Y 
againſt all detraQtion and obloquy : In fine, ſatisfie thy ſelf by committiny- 
thy ſoul with patience in well-doivg unto thy Judge, who affuredly w l'%. 
thee right, will proteQ thy reputation, and clear thy innocence ; hisJuds; 
ment is onely worth regarding, belittle concerned with any other, *” 
Again, Being diſappointed and croſſed in the ſucceſs of their projet” 

or undertakings, is wont to put men, ' as they coticeive, into a wofultaſes 
but why ſo? why (let me ask thee, who art diſcontented upon thigſeord. 
did({t thou build much expeQation upon uncertainties? didſt thounotlae 
ſee a poſlibility, that thy deſign might miſcarry, and if ſo, why art this. 
not prepared to receive vyhat happeneth ? vvas it not an adventure, wif 
then art thou troubled with thy chance? Is he not a filly gameſter, thit” 
will fret and fame at a bad caſt, or at the loſs of a game ? did{t thous. 
fer the buſineſs to God's diſpoſal and arbitrement ? if not, thou deſeryedlt 
to be croſſed, and rather confeſs thy fault, than complain'of thy fortunes 
if thou didft fo, then be confiſtent with thy ſelf, and acquieſce in his 6 
termination : In fine, what is thy loſs, is't of thy care and pain? wolld. 
it have been much better, that thou hadſt been careleſs or idle ? but halt: 
thou not ini lieu of them got ſome Wiſdom and Experience ? haftthow 


not (if thy attempt was reaſonable and worthy) exerciſed thy Wit, uy 
courage, thy induſtry ? 'haſt thou not (by thy defeat) got-an opportunlf” 
to expreſs equanimity and patience ? if thou ſo improveſt thy dilappoilty” 
ment, thou art a gainer by thy loſs, thou doſt more than conquer by UP 
defeat : however fince the gain, the credit, the preferment thou didkam, 
at, and haſt miſſed, are things 1n themſelves of no great value, and ſuch 
as thou maieſt well live without, as other good men have done,. thou cal; 
not have much reaſon to be diſpleaſetl upon this accompr, or to reckon thy | 
condition diſaſtrous. | _ 
But friends, will ſome ſay, have becn unkind, have been ungrataw 
have been fickle and falſe, have negleted, have deſerted, have betraje 
Pal. 95 7- -- ME 5 It was not an enemy, that reproacked me, then I could have born #, 66 
this is indeed commonly moſt grievous 3 yet being ſcanned will not how 
a 


[- 
= 


4 


&.7 
_ \ 
WY 


$ £49 by 
4; 20 


> 


1 TY Il. — Comtentment. 97h 5 o 


© condition ſo lamentable - for, ſuch misbehaviour of friends js 7am Sibipens 
=: calamity than ours - the loſs of bad friends is no damage, but {apc 
antage 5 'tis but the loſs of a. miſchief, and a trouble : the fewer z. 30. 
to have of ſych, the more time we fave, the leſs trouble we. 
Ph. the greater ſecurity we enjoy. The kindneſs we have ſhew- 
ts obligations we have put on ſuch, are not quite loſt, they will 
+ rewards due to humanity and fidelity 3 it will yeild fatisfation 
at however we have been kind and faithful to them. The fide- 
"Fremaining true friends may fatisfie us 3 »however if all other friend-: 
ould fail, there is one remains, worth millions of' other friends, 
an never prove unfaithful, or inconſtant, who never will be un- 
= of us, or deficient in kindneſs toward us. IN 
Tedeath of friends doth it may be opprels thee with ſorrow. Eo 
<@nſt thou loſe 0 _ ene 4 09 or” the preſence, the s;. © M 
<S$tion, the protection, the advice, the ſuccour of  ,, BE" 
IEEE is he 20% ines. & ho Wy i ured 
parable from thee 2 , canſt thou be deſtitute of «axe worifer Iver fe aur 
& whilſt be ſtands by thee ? Is it not an affront, an ##*%&Ter. Theod: Ep. 58. 
= ignity to him, to behave thy ſelf, as if thy EE Sine Ps, Mags 
mk, thy welfare, thy comfort had dependance on _ 
other but him 2. is it not a great fault to be unwilling to part with any /i: Greg. 
& when he calleth for it ? FP FE 
Wher is it. a loſs of thy friend, but a ſeparation for a ſmall time ; he 
eh parted from thee as taking't* little journey, or 
for a ſmall time to repoſe'3 within a while we . © ales /+ periiſſe non credis ? cur 
ml : - impatienter feras ſubduttam interim 
be ſure to meet again, and joyfully to ; congratu- quem credis reverſurum ? profetlio eff 
if weare fit, in a better place, and more happy quam przas mortem. Tert. de Pat. 9. 
3 1 emiſimus, on amiſimws ; we have ſent him this _ 3 | 
Whefore, not quite loſt him from us. Few No Ne ns 
Uhpficod, if he be a good wan (and in ſuch friend- , , imeimicincvimdi & htm 
Konely we can have true fatisfattion)) is himſelf in gc. Tert. ibi. : 
ad condition, and doth not want thee 3 thou canſt , 117+ «>4ms ajavy, inns me 
literefore reaſonably grieve for him 3 and to grieve panini ee 4 roy 
gyfor thy {c1f is perverſe ſelfiſhneſs and fondneſs, 
nghou haſt loſt a great comfort of thy life, and advantage to thy af- 
Where? is it cruly ſo? is it indeed an irreparable lols, even fecluding 
tanfderation of God , - whoſe friendſhip repaireth a]l poſſible loſs ? 
Myit, I pray, that was pleaſant, convenient, or uſeful to thee 1n 
Yiiend, which may not in good meaſure bEſapplied here ? was it a 
Wot hearty good-will, was it a ſweet freedom-of converſation, was 
ound advice or kind afliſtance in thy affairs & and mayſt thon not find 
kf, which are alike able, and willing to miniſter thoſe benefits ? y;q, gen, xy. 
W1ot the ſame means, - which knit him to thee, conciliate others alſo to 53. 
Ra ir nds 2. he did not alone ſurely poſleſs all the good nature, all 
Rity, all-che Wiſdom in the World, nor hath carried them all a- 
With him. ? other friends therefore thou mayſt find to ſupply his 
MM; all good men will be ready, if thou art good, to be thy friends, 


| 


Will heartily lovethee 3. they will be ready to chear thee with their 


Retand wholeſome ſociety, to yield thee their beſt counſel and help up- 
ay occaſion - Is it not therefore a.fond and unaccountable aficRion to. 


Wl of perſonality, rather than want of a real convenience that diſtur- 


% 


RI 


3 =— 
Sag. 
£4.58 
>, 


bd n the. ame reaſons,, which in any other loſs may comfort us, 
do it alſo in this ;, neither a friend nor any other good thing we 
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adeo nulla l / a wan 
= phe} > mnckune ve bles) ſo there is none ſo throughly bad; that it-hath/n0t 
Ove 


de 


| hence ſo commonly doth our caſe ſeem grievous. But in truth there i 


"Ve 
can enjoy is under any ſecurity of not ſoon loſing it 5; our-welfarev.0 
annexed to one man no more than to any other inferiour thing 3 this 1. 
condition of all good things here to be tranſient and ſeparable from wy. 
and accordingly we ſhould be affeQ&ed toward them, "Se 
Fragile fraFum eſt, mortale mortunm et. de 
But farther, it perbaps diſpleaſeth us, that the courſe of the Woyy 
doeth not go right, or according to our mind ; that Juſtice is not welt: 
penſed, that vertue is under hatches, that worth is not conſidered, thy 
Induſtry is not rewarded, that innocence and modeſty are trampled yay 
that, favour, partiality, corruption, flattery, craft, impudence do ty 
all before them 3 devouring all the encouragement due to honeſt indafts,, 
This may be obſerved, but why ſhould it diſpleaſe ? 'art thon ouily'y 
contributing to this ? then mend, if not, then bear z eſpecially/{6 
thou canſt not help it ; for ſo it hath always been, and ever will-beiny 
World, that things never have gone there as the wiſeſt judge, or the 
men defire : there have never been good men enough to ſway the Wajldl 
nor will the few good men that are, be fo ative in promoting public 
good, as bad are indriving on their private defigns 3 doth not thiscout 
of things neceflarily ſpring from the nature of mer, which therefore ye 
ſhould no: more be vexed at, than for that a Serpent hath poiſon; op-th 
a Waſp hath a ſting? we cannot wonder at it, why then\ſhould 'welw 
ſtrangely affeted by it? could any man ever have been pleaſed, if thy 
were a ſufficient cauſe of diſpleafure > However the World goes, we 
may yet make a tolerable ſhift, God is engaged competently toprovide 
for us 3 that ſhould fatisfie us: God' obſerveth theſe things ns le th 
we, and he can cafily hinder them, yet he thinketh good to ſuffer they 
and ſhall not we do fo likevviſe ? there is in fine appointed a judiment 
hereafter, when all theſe things ſhall be redrefſed and ſet ſtreightz win 
juſtice and vertue ſhall triumph, when integrity and: induſtry ſhall fla 


oo 


their due recompence, 'tis but a moment to that time, and till thes-we 
may reſt ſatisfied. 9 


hus if we do ſurvey and rightly ſtate things, - which cauſe 


and ſeem to render our condition hard and fad, we ſhall find, - that mt 
from the things, but from our ſelves all the miſchief proceeds 3 We 
our imagination give to the lighteſt things a Weight, and' fwell'the 
ſmalleſt things into a vaſt bulk ; we fancy them very frightful and ddl 
ful, then we tremble and grieve at them. Mere names (the names « 
poverty, of diſgrace, of defeat) do ſcare us, without conſulting redlvl, 
and conſidering how little terrible the things are themſelves. We follow 
filly prejudices, judging that highly good, which the vulgar admire, 
that very evil, which the weakeſt ſort of men are wont to complain'a; 


condition ſo bad, but if we manage it well and wiſely, if we bend ot 
mind to comply with ir, if we moderate” our paſſions about the accident 
thereof, if we vigilantly embrace and enjoy the advantages thereok - 
not be eaſily ſupportable, yea prove very comfortable to'us ; it's our i 
conceits, our froward humours, our perverſe behaviours, which- do'o- 
ate the trouble, which ſeemeth adherent to any condition, and embittem 
every ſtate 3 which from any {light occafion doth create vexation, 
turneth every event into diſaſter, | 6 ' '; (0. 

2. As there is no condition here perſe&tly and purely good (not deles 
ent in ſome conveniences, not blended with ſome'ttW 
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ſomewhat convenient-and comfortable therein 5 7 
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never all good things do forfake a man .at once, or all miſchiefs toge- 
-affail him 5 ſomewhat uſually abideth, which well 


ooet . ns | - \ Aſſueſcendum conditioni ſux z (F quam 
*ovxed, or Wilely enjoyed, may fatisfie a man, yea, BA pop op a xac 


” : his eſtate comparable to theirs, who to vulgar habet\circa ſe commodi apprehendendum 


. 


ges appear tO be in the beſt condition : there ts in-e- pb ape La | or offs 18 9/T 
condition ſomewhat of good compenſating for its 7 7,,mq. an. cap. 10. : 
"i. and reducing it to a balance with other more 

Gble ſtates We are, ſuppoſe again, 1n poverty, (that inftance I pro- 

4 uſually, as the molt ordinary ground of diſcontent) but have we 

with good health ? then moſt rich men may envy-us, and reaſonably 

<houlf not exchange our ſtate with many crazy Princes - have we 

Lewith our liberty ? that 1s an ineſtimable good which often-times the 

"ct men bave wanted, and would have purchaſed with heaps of gold - 

ewe therein a quiet mind, and a free uſe of our time ? It is that, 

Ch wiſeſt men bave prized above any Wealth, and which the chief 

"of the World would be glad totaſt of : have we a clear reputation ? 

have then the beſt good that any Wealth can yeild, we have more 

anmany can obrain in the moſt ſplendid fortune : ave we any friends 

ſiding to us ? that is more than the richeſt perſons can aflure themſelves 

\{rowhom it is near impoſlible to diſtinguiſh the friends of their perſons 

ache flatterers of their fortune 3 it 1s a privilege and ſolace, which 

Taces are hardly capable to arrive at : have we a bare competency, ſuf- 

| ent; to maintain our life ?. we thereby keep our appetites 1n better proy. 27. 7. 
"aapak, and our faculties in greater vigour 3 we thence better reliſh all 

og we in- conſequence thereof avoid the burthens, the diſeaſes, the 

L eof. doth and luxury : have we farther (asif we are not very bad, 

{hall in this caſe aſſuredly have, humanity diſpoſing all men thereto) 
"compaſſion of men ; is not this ſomewhat better, than that envy, 

fil-will, that obloquy, which uſually do atrend Wealth and Proſperi- 

"q2wby then, if our poor eſtate hath ſo manifold converitencies, do we ſo 

 webdiſtaſt it £ why do we ſo dwell and pore on the ſmall inconveniencies 

wheel under it, over-looking or {lighting the benefits we may enjoy 

{kreby £ This indeed ordinarily is our folly and infirmity 3 that the want 

"Gaby little thing, which -we fancy or affe&, doth hinder us, from fatis- 

Won in all other things 3 One dead fly cauſeth all our ointment to ſtink®s gcclef. 10. 1. 
 tepoſſeſſion of a Kingdom will not keep us from being heavy and diſplea- 
Ma 4bab was) if we cannot acquire a ſmall vineyard near us; on 
tonething our head runs continually, our heart 1s wholly fet, we can 
Akon, we cantaſt nothing elſe 3 the want of that notwithſtanding all 
*Walluence doth pinch us, our dainties thence doth prove infipid, our 
| dndours appear dim, every thing but that 1s a toy unto us : So caprict- 
ly; and unaccomptably prone are we to diſcontent. 

3. our condition (let me ask again) ſo extreamly bad, that it cannot ._ - 
'Kmch worſe? Are we ſunk to the bottom of all calamity ? No ſure- 
$5 God's Providence will not ſuffer, the ſtate of things here can never 
[Wit that to be - here are ſuccours always ready:againſt extremities ; our 
WWit and Induſtry, the help of relations or friends, the natural pity 
Webarity of,our neighbours will preſerve us from them; eſpecially per- 

Ws in any. meaſure innocent can never come near them z there will 
lerefore never fail ſome good matter of content in what remains 3 a few 
Pedthings, well improved, may greatly ſolace us 3 but however, let us 
Wpine our caſe to be the worſt that can be 3 that a confluence of all tem- 
Ma-miſchiefs and wants hath arrived, that we are utterly bereaved of 


I Kings 2s Is 


dow I Uthe comforts this World afforded ; that we are ſtripped of all our 


K 2 Wealth, 


68 
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Prov. Ig. 15» 


thour and donour of all good things) and thereby far greater afſurang 
of our convenient ſubſiſtence and welfare, than all preſent poſleffionsea 
beſtow 3 we have reſerved a free acceſs to the Throne of Grace, and there. 
by a ſure means (grounded on God's infallible word and promiſe) of oþ- 
taining whatever is good for us 3 we have a firm right to innumerakle 
ſpiritual bleſſings and priviledges, each of them juſtly valuable beyond 
whole Worlds of pelf; we can, in a word ('we can if we pleaſe  enjiy 
God's favour, which immenſ]y tranſcendeth all other enjoyments, which 
vaſtly more than countervaileth the abſence of all other thingsz of this 
by applying our ſelves to the love and ſervice of God, we are infallibh 


capable ; of this no worldly force or fortune can diſpoil us 3 we ang 


this, our condition cannot be poor, contemptible or pitiful ; 'ris indee 

thereby moſt rich, glorious and happy: For how can he be poor that 
hath the Lord of all things always ready to ſupply him 3 who hath Gf 
(as the P/almiſt is wont to ſpeak) to be his portion for ever > How canke 


- be deſpicable, that hath the honour to have the Sovereign Majeſty of the 


Rom. 8. 39. 


Pſal. 34. 9. 
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Ezra 8. 22. 
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Rom. 8. 28. 
1 Tims 6. 6. 


World for his eſpecial friend ? How can he be miſerable who enjoyah 
the fountain of all happineſs, who hath the light of God's countenance 
cheer him, who hath the conſolations of God's holy Spiric to refreſhvabd 
revive him ? What can he want, who, beſide his preſent intereſt inal 
the needful effefts of God's bountiful love, is an Heir of Heaven-and 
everlaſting bliſs # Seeing therefore it. is in our power to be religious, "k- 
ing we may, if we will (God's Grace concurring, which preventeth us.t0 
ſeek, which never is withheld from thoſe who ſeek ir) be good Cl 
{tians 5 ſeeing nothing can hinder us from fearing God, or can ſeparate # 
from bis love, neither can any thing render our condition bad or unhappy 
really diſtreſſed or needy : O fear the Lord (faith the *Palmii7) for there # 
19 want to thera that ſeek him : The young Lions (or the rich, as the [NW 
render it) do lack and ſuffer hunger ; but they that ſeek, the Lord ſhalt 
want any good thing 5 and, Whoſo keepeth the commandment, ſhall feel no eull 
thing, faith the Wiſeman 5 and, The hand of our God is upon all them that 


ſeek him, ſaith the *Prophet 5 and, Who is he that fhali harm you; (ord 


111 to you, or make you worſe) if ye be followers of that which ts good 


faith St. Peter 3 and, We krow (faith St. Paul) that to them who love Gl 
all things cooperate for good 3, and, Godlineſs (ſaith he again.) with contented: 


neſs is great gain ; that is, ſuppoſing we have the goods which Py ' 
. rety, 
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Bf Gab, a)cbough we have nothing m PUNE | 
jo well to paſs 5 It 18 buckets voy _ A © we CU NE SOnerne, 
Why then, [ pray,, are we diſco ont ? \ 
fr? what 1s it v8 weirdo want ) is it _— ry B > OF cently 
xt God's favour ? then indeed we have ood oh TI we Pa 
(eche want of thoſe things is indeed LanetTe : L to be diſplealcd 3 
' them, it is onely our ſelves that we ſhould com lain gd we, 09, want | 
tem if we will, and who can help it if * ny 5 bf we may have 
full-wilfully deprive our ſelves of them, will be W not 2 Who, if we 
 aoplaints ? But 1s 1t onely a lump of craſh, or e—w' ng go 
ſb of pleaſure, that we do need? Is it that we C _ Aarvas ” 
wr bellies, or ſo finely cloath our backs, or fo ebb ſo OY or 
gs, as we could wiſh, that we fo pitifully moan fc ly footh our fan- 
Slme reſpetts from the ſwinge of our Aretprh Is it being reſtrained 
| much regarded, or are lighted by ſome by, 1s 1t that We are not 
golled in ſome deſign, that fo diſcompoſeth add diſco COONS the 
we ſottiſhly fond and childiſh in our conceits pr gear 8 
' noper it is to children, when as they want no folid nag affections - Tor 
wail for worthkcGs toies and trinkets ; 'tis for child rleruryy ooh -rom 
qttheir will in petty od impertinent AE apo _ ren, when they have | 
(rn are much affeted with every Word or lth, _ __ 
ten If we were (as St. Pax! chargeth ns Rh ittle _ that croſſeth 
raly j q dgments, Be? manly afefons rationing Y Fore men, if we had 1 Cor, 14. 20, 
biegard or value any of theſe temporal and t Go we ſhould nor 
-qod'or evil, as by the want of one fort, or b you boty. Hangs, _ ther 
[phemuch diſturbed 3 we ſhould, with St. — Bragg rmgningdis wry 
lager  Iailevs, 2 lightneſs of affiiftion : We - any preſent evil 
Log þ ffer ings of this preſent time are not worth op Baka X my reckon, 2 COT. $+ 17+ 
Jirics which- ſhall be revealed to us $ We ſhould ih LOOT TT 
L ar p me we are in heavineſs, through tg Sa great rejejee, x Pet: 1. 6. 
Feidould elteem any condition here very tolerabl * "race 
Io truth (if we will not mince the ht Fong #. comp” 
Hylike a Paradox) uſually oi ic matter, and can bear a truth ſound- 
ED ne nn ne es og os 
tae ſhould bethankful, ee nine? rod ry _ w_ apteſt to grieve 5 
File to us, it is becauſe in our taxations of thin ; es a. NEE) 4 
| tara but fancy, not hearing > ang = py Rane 
ow eaſts 3 prizing things r | , | « 
$i not mo ble 7s es Hmgg png, Potion 
4% wo and conſequences. > Or ing forward into 
|" Aaverlity (or a (tate, wherein we a 
= grateful to ſenſe or fancy 3 NE ions WOT 0 Od: 
Wdoth cleave to us offterifive to thoſe inferi . multoque in reb ; 
Hof ſoul ) is the thi 1 . MOour POW- Acrius edvertons * manger po-P 
_ oh by Lorna chiefly loath and - nem. Lucret. 3 "ag ad religio- 
_-- wa c, 10 true 5 . py. fr 8 da 
nlp is _ neceflary, wa NS OR pl infer ; rg park 
Wheneficial to us 3 nothing is more needful, or condu- Srandres Aeiget 197 x90 oh] fv 
ocke health of our foul, and to our real happineſs SIT Tr Lot omg 
Uediſey t 15 the School of Wiſdom, wherein our minds Cary. in a Cor. Ora 26. 
ones and improved inthe knowledge of the beſt hi | 
th pave wm is, inſtructive chaſtiſement 5 * Fy oh ence —_ tg. 
"My ©, £004 Jor me | ound ; c. 
__ a, our oy batt mandy Kg my L wa 4 vet Kowhdin if 
/ PR : 2 af carned obedience 9% weis 
ſuffered, It is the Academy wherein vertue is acquired ond multi 
exerciſed 3 
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Miraris tu, ſt Deus, , te bonorum a- 
mantiſſmus qui illos quam optimos eſſe 
atque excellentiſſimos vult, fortunam 1is 
curn qua exerceantur aſſignat ? Sen. de 
Prov. 2. 

Deut. 8. 2. 


05-4 TOR. ow 


Eccleſ. 7. 3+ Prov.,20. 30. Heb. 
12. 11. Jam. 1. 3+ ROM. 5. 3+ 


Job 23. 10. (Plal. 66. 10.) 

Eccleſ. 2. 5+ Sap. 3+ 5+ 

(Iſa, I. 25. 48: 10. Mal. 3. 23» 

Dan. 11. 35-) lah Can 

* fence Teexos (trial) is the 
aſual word fignifying it-1Pet-1.6,0c. 


Hoſ. 5. 1 5+ 


84. 16, 


Pſal. 119. 67» 


*H 38 of mov 6h mone many 6H; 
muon; bt o) egats (4c dopaArs es To 
wh 6x6 T2; Nee Ouby 3 78 TROY 3gTH 
SEAAGL 3) paturdlay MmogTy4Qe! ty Gert” 
uaripes mud ny dnabertes bpneiCs- 
T24, (Fc. Chryl. tom. 6. Or. 9. 

* 2 Cor. 4. I7- £ ch 

Heb. 10. 36. Vavworns 2a7t x2e” 
«yp, Oc 
3 Pet. I. 6. 4+ I4- 


verlity. 


Nihil infelicius eo, cui njibil unquam 
evenit adverſi, non licuit enim 111 ſe ex- 
periri. Sen. de Provid. 4. Ey 

Non fert ullum iflum illeſa felbcitas. 
[bid. 


nita rebas, ; 
Apparet virtus, argutturque mals. 
Ovid. Tiift. 4- 3+ 


Non 1gnara 


An. 2 


It is the method whereby God reclaimeth ſturdy ſinners to goodnek, 
Ia. 26. 16 engageth them to ſeek and ſerve himſelf; fo of the Iſraelites, the Props 
29. 19. fafth, Lord in trouble have they viſited thee, they poured out a prayer when 
Pſal. 58. 34- thy chaſtening was upon them ;, lo e/MManaſſes, when he was in afflition by bs 
107. 4. 8 (,yohbt the Lord his God, and humbled himſelf greatly before the God of hi 
> Chron. 2. 3, Fathers 5\ ſo N(ebuchadnezzar, after being- driven from his Kingdom, 
I2. underſtanding returned unto him, and he bleſſed the moſt high, «nd praikd MW 
Dan 3- 34 1d honoured him that tiveth for ever, So David himlelf, * Before, Gid-be, 
I was afflifled I went aſtray, but now have T kept thy word. . - clay 


tried with fire, may be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appearing 
of Feſus Chriit. Such is the nature, ſuch the-uſe, ſuch the fruits of ab 


met with ſome rubs and crofles to try himſelf and them with © the grath. 
er part of things he muſt little underſtand, who hath. not experiencedtle 
worlt part : he cannot skill to weild and govern his paſſions, whom 
had them ſtirred up, and tofſed about by crofs accidents : he can bewo 
good Pilot in matters of humane life, who hath not for ſome time (aijed 
in a rough Sea, in foul Weather, among ſands and ſhelves : he could/b 
no good opportunity of employing throughly, or improving his Wit, bi 


' Nag latet, ingue bonis ceſſat non cog- 


him, to whom nodiſgraces, no wants; no ſore pains have arrived, by 
enduring which, thoſe vertucs are learnt, and planted in the Soul : "Scart 
mali miſers can he become very .charitable,--or compaſſionate 10 others,. who never 
PETTY diſco. himſelf hath fe): the ſmart of afflition, or inconveniences of any diſt : 


L — 


exerciſed 3 ſo God meant it to his people 3//The Lorg 


by 
Goa (faith Moſes) led thee this forty years in the wile ' | 
that be might hamble thee, and prove thee, $0 the | +. 4 , 
[ 
( 
1 
( 
| 
q 


an faith, that by the ſadneſs of the conmenance the bem 
is made better 3 and, that ſtripes do cleanſe the inward yan, 
of the belly.:- And, It yieldeth (faith the Apoſtle) the 
peaceable fruit of righteonſneſs to them that are exerciſe 
thereby. | | ns, 
> [t is the furnace of the Soul wherein it is tryed; cleay- 
ſd and refined from the droſs of vain conceits, of 'ye; 
verſe humours, of vitious diſtempers : her ({aith Jo 
he hath tried me, I ſhall come forth as gold ; and, Gui 
(faith the Wiſe-man) is tried in the fire, and acceptable mey 


in the furnace of * adverſity. * ot 


It is that whereby God doth prepare:men, and dot - 
entitle them to. the bleſſed rewards hereafter : Owlgh 
afflidion (faith * St, 'Panl) which is but for a mute, 
worketh for ws a far more exceeding and eternal: weight i 
glory and, Te (faith -St. *Peter) greatly rejoice, thaw 
now for a ſeaſon, if need be, ze are in heavineſs thitngh 
manifold temptations, that the trial of your faith, "bin 
much more precious than of gold that periſheth, though it 


It is indeed ſcarce poſſible, that without taſting 
ſomewhat deeply, any man ſhould become” ingoo 
meaſure either wiſe or. good, He muſt be very'ight 
rant of himſelf (of his own temper and inclinations 
of the ſtrength and forces of his reaſon.) who hath'na 


courage, his gduſftry, who hath had no {traits40& 
tricare himſelf-from, no difficulties to furmoun;”W I y 
hardſhips to ſuſtain : The vertues of humility, of pat 
ence, of contentedneſs neceſſarily muſt be unknown 0 
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Of Comentment. 


| poſſes and diſappointments here can withdraw our minds 
ia fond admiration, and eager aff<Qion towardsthis 


Fold ? What but the want of theſe joys and ſatisfa- 


1 
, 


then adverſity is ſo'wholeſom and uſeful,. the 


| edy of fo great miſchiefs, the cauſe of ſo: great bene- 
nous, Why ſhould we be diſfpleaſed therewith > to 
 kdilpleaſed with it, is to be diſpleaſed with that which 
-Wolt needful, or moſt convenient for us, to' be-dif- 
| fad with the health and welfare of our Souls: 3 that 
Ware reſcued from errours and vices, with all their 
| lick trains of miſeries and wickedneſs 3 tobe difpleaſed that we are not 
| ined under the reign of folly and miſchief, that we are not inevitably 
tude fools and beaſts, To' be diſguſted with provi- 
te for affliction or poverty, is no other than as if 
'Kdould be angry with 0r Phyfician for adminiſtring 
| tare, or for preſcribing abſtinence to us 3 as if we 


bould fret at our Chirurgeon for ſearching our Wounds, 


MRilerance, as to burn and cut'in order to bealing Such a 


 efit of God is adverſity tous; and as ſuch with a 


- 4 


and thankfu) mind ſhould we receive it. 


Twith a diligent obſervation we conſult experience, 
*\hall find, that as many have great cauſe! to bewail, 
Wt they have been rich, that they have been blinded. 
al corrupted with proſperity, that they have received 


* 


conſolation here , ſo many have great reaſon to 


(id; that they have been poor, that they have been 


feparable-adhereris 


Cum maleſtie in bujus vite fragilita- 
te crebreſcunt, eternam requiem nos de- 
fiderare compellunt. Mundus quippe ifte © 
periculoſror eft bland us, quam moleſiug, 
& mag1ts cavendus quum ſe illicit dili- 
Er,quam cum admpnet,cogitque contemni. 
Aug. Ep. 144+ 


mores. Mart. 
Munera iSa fortune putatis ? inſidia 
ſunt. - Sen; Ep. 8; 4 
Viſcata beneficia. Ib. 


| Hans, can drive us to ſeek'ourfelicity otherwhere ? when the deceit of riches Matt. 13. 22. 
pkfſeth us, How can we judge right of things > when carcs about them | Tim. 6. 9. 
(aſt us, How can we think about any thing that-is good ? when- their £26 10. 41. 
| fates entangle us, and their clogs encumber us, How can we be free 
| expedite in doing good £ when abundance fatneth our hearts, and: eaſe Prov. 1. 32: 


Deut. 32. 15. 


kkneth our ſpirits, and ſucceſs puffeth up our minds 5 when pride, ſen. 35 
ality, ſtupidity and (loth: (the moſt! 
| oſperous Eſtates) do continually infinuate themſelves into us, What Je" 22: 2t- 
 Wilbm, what Vertue are we like to have #- ' | 


Hol. 13. 6. 
tO large and Pal. ZO. 6s 


_ Amos6. x, 
:- þ2- FC 

_ Gratulari Go gaudere nos decet digna- 
tine divine caſtigationis— O ſeruum il- 
lum beatum, cujus emenda-iont D:mins 
inStat ; cui dignatur iraſct, quem adma- 
nendi difſumulatione non decipit. Tert. 

de Pat. 11, | 
'O 4puagrivuv 1gy wil xondCurer 
_ bi «Jadry Or, GO Chryſ. 

ard. | 


*H voourmuy jatpelas, 3 vnauriymuy 
Wuradla. 1 Sim pl. : 

Kperray dnueelayayanyodre ric 
PiAconpE-. Naz, Bis. 


| Eapplying needful corrofives ; as if we ſhould complain of the hand 
Rich draweth us from a precipice, or pulleth ws ont of 
| i fre, Many benefits (Gaith Seneca) have a ſad and rough 


Jude 23. | | 

Beneficia multa triftem & afpetam 

fromtem habent, quemadmodum urere,ty 
ſecare, ut ſanes. Sen, de Benef, 5. 20. 


Harrorem operis fruftus excuſat Tert, 
SC0r pe 5. 

Luke 6. 24. Jam. 5s. t. Amos 6. 
I, Oc. 

Let our condition be what it will, 
we are the ſame. It doth not change 
us.in our intrinfick-worth;; or ſtate, 
It 13 but” a -garment\aboutus,” or. as 
weather + 


diſ- 


72 Of Comtentment. Wn 
—AS £6.c1 14 diſappointed, that they have caſted the bitter cup ; 


| Nave ferar magna an parva, ferar ar WD ng r= 
fra ne 4-2." having inſtrutted and corretted” them. 3 ie having. 


gal, mindful of God, and devout toward him : And what we may rejoic 


in, when paſt, Why ſhould we not bear contentedly when preſent? Why. 


ſhould not the expeQation of ſuch good fruits ſatisfie us? 


Why ſhould not ſuch a condition, being fo plainly betterin it ſelf, hw 


alſo better unto us ? We cannot, if we are reaſonable, but approveitinows 


judgment 3 Why then are we not fully. reconciled unto it in our affegion?:.. 


& 


Of Contentment, . _ ..: 
| : | 7 . ap 
T have learned in whatever State, &C. | »jjah; 


. [ ” : bxgr 
UT farther 3 Let our ſtate be, as to quality, what it will, good 


or. bad, joyful or unpleaſant, we may yet conſider, that item 
not be deſperate, it may not be laſting ; for thereis not-atp 
. neceſſary connexion between the prefent and the ſutwes 


wherefore, as the preſent being momentany and tranſient, can little /trow- 


; bleus, fo the future being unknown, and uncertain, ſhould: not, diſmay 

us. As no man reafonably can be elevated with confidence'in a:godd 
Prov. 27. 1. ſtate, preſuming on its duration, (*Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow, for thes 
| knoweit not what a day may bring forth; ) ſo no man-ſhould 


Multa intervenient quibus vicinum 


ſiſtat aut deſinat, aut in aliemm capt long 5 ſeeing neither (conlidering the frequent vidil- | 


her) 


vaſes, Flew ie tudes that occur, and the flux nature of all os 
is each of therrin ic ſelf, ſtable 3 and the continuance of each abloluts) 
dependeth-on:God's arbitrary diſpoſal 3 and as God often doth overturn 
proſperity, to humane judgment moſt firmly grounded, fo. he moſFal 
ly can redreſs the appearance to moſt ' forelorn adverſity. 3- and he, being 


eſpecially the helper of the belpleſs, doth frequently pa 


Plal. 72. 12. 167.9-10-4-106.9. formit: As he poureth contempt upon Princes, and wh 


Job 12-21. Pl 197-4600 Jonerh the firength of the mighty 3 fo be raiſeth the port 
Iſa. 2.11, Plat. 18.27- . of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghil þ# 


Pſal. 113. 7. + Als 1. 
FRIS: 7M ' bumble and meek : He ſendeth the rich empty away, and fb 
Job 5.18. Jeth the hungry with good things, He maketh ſore, and bindeth up, be 
« Same 27 th, and bis harids make whole. | - ©2214 0 
| , ® . . pb 
rg told Coda - Conlidering? therefore the reaſon of things, and he 
Tels ywiy Exuor 4 angenrt Aov9tly nature of God, if our ſtate be at preſent bad or foro 
x4 predates dev 9) dyIpemvay ads RA endwent 
anrey,oovs 38 67wy en21ggr þ Bicaer, ful, we have more reaſof1 to hope, fog its amename. 
Ge. Theod. Ep: 14s than to fear its continuance, If indeed thing me 


* y 1, 
{5 
TI EY + 


_ ol. A 


_ dred them ſober and confidenate z induſtrious and 62, 


caiteth down the mighty from their ſeat, and exalteth th 
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rum 


Bios foral track, meer] accordin wi ” 
'heedlels chance » Or 2 iff and ws Fee Fa prev De Nee Brinn appt png 
# there Were NO remedy from God's providence | =ud 5 au. preparatum pe- 
pot by his grace to be expected (although me - —_ 
ſon to grieve or complain 5 grief would be then there would be no 
fable, complaint would be vain becauſe f unreaſonable becauſe un- 
our infirmity might ſomewhat excuſe that Thignes and fate are deaf ) 
wt 4 Sparrow falleth to the ground, not a hair of E procceding > but ſince 
J «zl paſſerh otherwiſe, than by the vol our pad periberÞs nothing Hero a9.20 
| Geand gracious oY] 5 to he oth Swear 0 diſpoſition of a molt Luke 21. 18. 
M (ble of our griefs; yea, doth in a manner " rictly view, and is very 
{gg to thoſe patherical expreſſions in the P 4" cry with them (accor- 
grtrovbled, his beart 3s turned within him ; 7 P 7g ; Hs bowels ſound, and Fol. 11.8. 
Weg.) Since he farther hath by pear 2 T / their afflictions he was af- i: FA = 
plupport, and ſuccour usz we have all VP n iged himſclt to care for 4, Lo teahvn. 
Kleve (if at leaſt we can find in our hea reaten £0: hope, ye Wrmnly.to Not ran 
jeſhall, as ſoon as 1t is good and expcd; rts -_ hope and to believe) os -—pP4g 
«ſhall have that Gwwor Geir, tent a us, find relief and eaſe ; 3 ge 75 
hae. to the Hebrews ſpeaketh. ; ſeaſonable fuccour , of which the tapes Sit? 
Hope lieth at the bottom do | Heb. 4. 6. 
bi Job's frien 4) hath ron pe ON that can be 5 The poor pee a 
mequally cloſe to both; the one cav h .can have no more ; the future 
Wah, than the ocher hath t6 get om no greater aſſurance to keep 
| tepoor hath the advantage in the be : o he needeth 5 yea clearly 
tat he-will relieve the poor man's want 3 h or God hath more declared, 
man's. ſtore : If then we have in aſs ANG: that he will preſerve the 
Why. do. we graeue as thoſe who have SD Gition.s hope preſent to us, 
| kanchor that can be to reſt- noon (fo ope ha having ever ready the 1 Theſf, 4. 13: 
| thirs, there 1s no firmer anchor - h r in- this rolling Sea of humane Hb 5: 15 
{ toſſed with dif OO ope) Why do:we let our mind 
he Apofl ws 5 ſolicitudes and' fears & Why do we not ke 
| (OC 2p O10Et reioice 1 : , WE EN 06 r 
ty dong nr, adviſeth ropes _ earn”; of deſpair £ Why Rom. 12. 12. 
k Lyrd? the effect of ſo repoſing _ by wait quietly for the ſalvation gf Lam. 3. 26 
ence would be perfect ps ey ves: for the facure: _ ; 
| hybet, Thou wilt keep hime in perfect Jury: according to that of the 
taſ be truſteth in thee : And that x whoſe mind is ſtayed in thee, be- ; 
kar a time, and hat of the wiſe &Han, A patient wan will Eco. 1.5 
* Therruch is, and Pres 3 ſhall ſpring up unto him... | rates 
Li * It 1cem . 4 po” | 
Mug diſcontent abr pig Fug ay go rn @ 7 Qua purpoſe, 
uſpicion, or fear of | nr. 0 ONETR evil, bur 
Tad scopereny of ood and raymen, although ye are #1 ao 
ble condition, and ft : » Although we are 1n a to- 
pihe way of a RR of want ar paio,-: yet-not deſcry.- 
Otrouble ourſelves; which ; poteparntingy an{werable to our delires, we 
(nan and infidelity 3 We think G _ Tot ty po RE I 
&6, not only to. beſtow upon us wha obliged inkind; Tn wrernuyia Ri Gap ifs 
aſdn,. but to, turniſh us with ſtores M 3 gram 8 Ay rarry wngy "Fx cog: 
_ "y maſt have ſomewhat in ns OT JE > 2) xdeX; Gol eBags. 
-Mtrult him for the f an tris T2: WEE 
Qaaſt, as the root of ___ fi aq ulneh our Saviour cautioneth 
ſn the morrow, for th it and ſign of diffidence';- .Zake #0 though ALY 3 
mfp for the morrow ſball take thought. for the thi . $0 Matt. 6.1349 
ent to the day is the evil thereof : An ad ghs. for the things of it ſelf; juf- # 
- Ap manifeſtly fall of Reaſon and Wiſdom & © a DD nag ar NY 
ut-a-palpable folly is it to anticipate that evil which 'O ante miſeriam aniſth _ ih 


Hor, Carm. 2. 10. 


WE 
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Ne fi nh gy wp do ue WE mus avoid 3 n_ ner earneſtly Pug 
NE enema w” " put off ſorrow, to pull it toward us; to feel ; 
—_ . PO rm Meng chief which poſſibly ſhall never be ; . to give X yr - 
Quod juvat dolori ſuo occurrerg ? ſatis in our fancy, which it may never have in nature? C; 
cito dolebjs cum venentt. __ fevers, WE follow this advice, never reſenting evils before't 
Quoties imcerta rune mantaynnJare” come, never prejudging about future evenis aa 
God's Providence, and our own quiet ; conſtantly depending on the di. 
vine care for us3 not taking falſe alarms, and trembling at things, hich 
ſhall never come near us; not being diſturbed with panick fears, nodif. 
content could ever ſeize upon us 3 for the preſent is ever ſupportable; our 
mind cannot be overwhelmed by the pangs of a tranſitory moment, 
If we need farther encouragement for application of this remedy, ys 
Lam. 3- 25- have manifold experiments to aſſure its vertue : as there are inny 
44 . ge Promiſes, that none who hope in God ſhall be diſappointed, fo there ms 
Plal, 25.3 many illuſtrious examples of thoſe, whom God hath iv remarkable mag- 
37429 19, ner, and wonderful meaſure relieved from wants and diſtreſles, raifng 
Ezra 322, them out of deepeſt poverty, contempt and worldly wretchednehs, int 
Ames 5. 44 moſt eminent degrees of Wealth and Proſperity : Look (faith the Be. 
2 CNS * brew Sage) into the ancient generations, and ſee ; Who hath iruſted in th 
Lord, and hath been aſhamed ? Or who hath abiden in his fear, and bath been 
forſaken > Or who hath invoked him, and he did over-look, > (or deſjiſe tim?) 
If we look into thoſe generations, we may there find Joſeph out of ſlave 
ry, and out of priſon, advanced to be the chief Governour of'a moſt 
flouriſhing Kingdom 3 Hoſes from an exile, and a vagrant, made the 
Job 42. 10. Redeemer and Commander of a populous Nation : Fob out of extram 
i poverty and diſgrace, reſtored to be in Wealth and honour 'twice grenet 
than the greateſt men of the Bah : Daniel out of captivity and perſeeution, 
become Preſident of the greateſt Monarchy on earth : David raiſedent 
of great meanneſs to higheſt diguity, reſtored out of extream Rtraity'in 
a moſt proſperous ſtatez according to thoſe Words of admirationand 
Pal. 71.18. acknowledgment 5 'O what great troubles and adverſities haiÞ thou ſhewed ms, | 
55: 29: 18-36: ad yet didſt thou turn and refreſh we, yea and broughtei# me from the dee 
earth again :. Thou haſt brought me to great honour, and comforted me wn 
every ſide : Thus hath God eminently done with divers, thus we' may be 
aſſured that he will do competently with us, if with-the like faith and 
patience, we do, as they did, rely and wait upon him. $i 
6. But farther, imagine or ſuppoſe that our condition (fo irkſometo 
us at preſent.) vvill certainly hold on to the utmoſt ; yet conſider alſs; tha 
it ſoon vvill ceaſe, and change of it ſelf -z fince vve are morta], ours 
cannot be pexpetua), we cannotlong be infeſted with them. PR 
As it may debaſe, and embitter all the proſperity-in the: World, 'to 
conſider, that is. very fading and ſhort-Jived, that its ſplendour 's bit 
i Is. | a blaze, its pleaſure but a flaſh, its joy but as theowk 
(Pal 27. 13.) Ibad fainged, if 1 ig of thorns 3 ſo it ſhould abate and ſweeter afly 
bad ws believed+6.fee-5h6" gooſe of verſity, to.remember, that it is paſſing away, and'ſi& 
rhe Lard in the Lahd-if whe Hving: ** denly will-be gone. Put, Ifay, the worſt caſe that: cat 
| be, that it-werg certainly determined, and we did as certainly: know'th 
that thoſe things which cauſe our diſpleaſure, ſhould continue through 
our whole life z yet ſince our life it ſelf will ſoon be ſpun out, and'with 
x Chron. 29. all our-worldly evils will vaniſh, Why are we troubled 2 What is ſaidof 
v1. ERR out ſelves muſt in conſequence 'be- truly applied to them 3 They flee like 3 
Jam. 4. 1 ſhadgw, and, continue not ; they are winds paſſing and coming not again 3 they 
_ 90: 5-  ArE:uapours appearing for « little time, and then vaniſhing away 3 they 9% 
Gs graſe, and fade away us aleaf;, they may dye before-us; they cannotou 


a oy : FEY [The Cn ke for Bo #2, EOS 
" W — > et 4 
£ -- - me AIR 


live 


© Ss; >. 
x M6: - 
- S5EXETE 
. 
P45 s 
p] 0 p 
, L . 


-IY 


Sm; VIII. Of Contemment. 
| ew our lite 1s but a hard breadth 5 And can then our evils have any A, Mo 
ſt butk ? Our age 35 as nothing 5 And can any croſſes therein be then avy folerilia of 
eat matter ? How can any thing fo very ſhort be very intolerable £ It deigjfy etiany 
* &but 626290 den aumdirres, being (as St, Peter ſpeakerh) a little while yet ag- 7929s: Gic- 
weed 3 it is but xe" lov Gow, a ſmall quantity whatever it be of time, as 1 Pet. 1. 6. 
the 4poitle to the Hebrews faith, that we med patience, it is but 73 meeguring Heb. 10. 26, 
| ago f Inideas, an affiiction for a preſent moment ; and therefore as St. TE. 4 19. 
Pal intimateth, /zg/t and inconfiderable that we are to undergo. We 
hve but a. very narrow ſtrait of time to paſs over, but we ſhall land on 
 thefirm, and vaſt continent of eternity 5 when we ſhall be freed from 
' [the troubleſome agitations, from all the perilous ſtorms, . from all the 
wuſcous qualms of this navigation 3 death (which may be 'very near, 
gljoh cannot be far off ) is a fure haven from all the tempeſts of life, a 
fercfuge from all the perſecutions of the World, an infallible medicine 
Call the diſeaſes of our mind, and of our ſtate :. it will inlarge us from 
Jreftraints, it will diſcharge all our debts, it will eaſe us from all our 
wi, it will ſtifle all our cares, it will. vail all our diſgraces - it will {till 
{|our complaints, and bury al] our diſquiets; it will wipe all tears from 
| greyes, and baniſh all ſorrow from our hearts ; it 2 
paſetly will level all conditions, ſerting the high and —='Tovs 2809s dmun, mintor 78 24 far 
loy, the rich and poor, the wiſe and ignorant all toge- way. 8 Yaxues. Phocyl. 
ter upon even ground 3 ſmothering all the pomp and | 
ganes, ſwallowing all the Wealth and Treafures of the World. 

{tis therefore but holding out a while, and all our 
wſtation, of its own accord, will expire : time cer- Feels I NIE” 
wly will cure us; but it is better that we ſhould owe —k ior md EAT 
 tutbenefit to reaſon, and let it preſently comfort us - WER Pe 
| kybetter by rational conſideration, to work content in our ſelves, uſing 
| te brevity and frailty of our life as an argument to ſuſtain us in our ad-_ 
 rſty, «than onely to find the end thereof as a natural and neceſſary means 
| $evaſtvn from it, | | 
&10us reflection upon our mortality, is indeed, upon many accompts 
| tpowerful antidote againſt diſcontent 3 being apt to extirpate the moſt 
| ndical cauſes thereof, 
hit becauſe'we much admire- theſe worldly things, that we ſo much 
eve for the want of them ? this will quell that admiration 3 For how 
atye admire them if we conſider, how in regard to us they are fo ve- 
Ftrnſitory, and evanid 2 How can we deem them much worth the 
Wining, when we can for ſo little time enjoy them, muſt ſo very ſoon 
(ute part from them # | | 
0 WW fow can we dote on the 'World, ſeeing The World (as St. Fobn Qaith)) ; job. a. 29. 
Meth away, and the deſere thereof 2 , | 1 Cor. 7. 31. 
How can we value any Worldly glory, fince All the glory of men is (as El: 1: 3:0 
ad: WW SPeter telleth us) 45 the flower of the graſs z, ſince, (as the Pſalmiit ſaith) Ng OE 
fd: i Marin honour abideth-:ot, but is like the beaſts that periſh ? _—: 7 
can WF "How can we ſet our heart on riches conſidering that Riches are not for Prov. 27. 24. 
8, nor car: (as the wiſe Mar faith) deliver from death 5 that as St. Fames 
| Woniſherh, The rich man fadeth in his ways, that it may be ſaid to any Jam. r. 7. 
 thman, as it was to him in the Goſpel 5 Thou fool, 'this night thy life Heb. 11. 25. - 
Abbe required of thee, and what thou ha$t prepared to whom ſhall it fall 2 
0 can we fanſie pleaſure, ſeeing it is but ac/7wg4pO- Wnaevns, a very tem- 1 Cor. 15. 32. 
ery fruition ; ſeeing however we do eat, or drink, or play, it follow- 
a, the morrow we ſhall dye. + —_ 
How can we even admire any ſecular Wiſdom, and Knowledge, ſee- 
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Plal. 45.4 ing that it is (as the 'P/a!miſt telleth us) true of every man, that i 
breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth, in that very day his thoughy,. 
riſþ particularly it is ſeen that wiſe eMen dye, no otherwiſe then at thy 
_— 49: 1% fooliſh, and brutiſh perſon periſpeth 4 that, as Solomon with regret obſer. 
ccleſ. 9. 10» ” | : ; 
2. 14, There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, -uar wiſdom in the grave whithy 
| we are going. | : ts 
| Do we admire the condition.of thoſe, who, upon the ſtage, doay 
in the ſtate of Kings, do aQ the part of wealthy men, do ta gravely and 
wiſely like Judges or Philoſophers for an hour or two ? If we do'not 
admire thoſe ſhadows' and mockeries of ſtate, Why do we admire any 
appearances upon this Theatre of the World, which are ſcarce a whi 
leſs deceitful, or more durable than they ? " 
Is it an envious or difdainful regret at the advantages of others before 
us (of others perhaps that are unworthy and unfit, or that are, az wo 
conceit, no more worthy and capable than our ſelves) that gnaweth our 
heart 3 is it, that ſuch perſons are more wealthy, more honourable, in 
greater favour or repute than we, that vexeth us 2 the confidergion 
how little time thoſe ſlender preeminences will laſt, may (if better re. 
medies want due efficacy; ſerve toward rooting out that diſeaſe > the 
Plal, 37-1» 2: Pſalraift doth ſeveral times preſcribe it 3 Fret not thy ſelf (faith he) cif 
: evil doers, netther be thou envious againit the workers of iniquity,” fur they 
ſhall' ſoon be cut down like the graſs, and wither us the green herh ;, and, again, 
Pſal. 49. 17- Be not afraid when one is made rich, and when the glory of bis houſe is eneres 
ſed ;, for when he dyeth he ſhall carry nothing away, his glory ſhall not deſcend 
after him ; and he being fallen into this ſcurvy diſtemper, did follow'hi 
| Pl. 73. 3, own preſcription, 1 was, faith he, envious at the fooliſh, when 1 ſaith 
Tm=— profperity 'of the wicked —umtil I went into the ſaniFuary of God, then wide 
ſtood 1 their end, ſurely thou didſe ſet them in ſlippery places — How arethy 
brought into d:ſolation 6s in a moment > $o likewiſe doth Solowen preſttibs; 
Prov. 23. 17, Let not ( faith he) thine heart envy ſinners ; Why not ? becauſe ſurely thre 
og # an end, and thine expeFation ſhall not be cut off : there will be a cloſe of 
his undeſerved proſperity, and a good ſucceſs to thy well-grounded hope: 
So whatever doth breed diſcontent, the refle&tion upon our mortal and 
frail ſtate will be apt to remove it, #XDb 
It was that which comforted Job, and fortified his patience under. ſo 
Job 14. 14, x. ZFieVous preſſures z AU the days of my appointed time (aid: he) 1 wil wt 
tis my change come ; He would not be weary while he lived of his afflid- 
Gen. 47. 9. Ons, becauſe the days of mar are few, and full of trouvle : If they are ful of 
trouble, and that be a ſadning conſideration 3 yet they are few, and that 
maketh amends, rhat is comfortable. 
7. 1 add, that it is ſomewhat confolataty to conſider, that the work 
our condition is here, the better we may hope our future ſtate will bez 
the more trouble and ſorrow we endure, the leſs of worldly fſaivfadtion 
we enjoy here, the leſs puniſhment we have to fear, the more comlurt 
we may hope to find hereafter 3 for as ic is a woful-thing to have received 
our portion, to have erjoyed our conſolation in this life, ſo 'tis a happy till 
to have undergone our pain here. ,- A Purgatory under-ground is probably 
a fable 3 but a Purgatory upon earth hath good foundations. God 1s wolit 
ſo to order it, that all men, that eſpecially good men, fball undergo it? 
for, What 80n i there whom the Father doth not chateu 8 All that wil int 


godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſufjer perſecution. E 67 
8, A like conſolation it is to conlider, that Wealth and Proſperity at 
great Talents, for the improvement of which we wuſt render a ſind 
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| Þ4hat chey are in effect a burthen 5 from which poverty includes an ex- 

wotion 3 for the leſs we have, the Jeſs we have to do, the lefs we are 

 «Gonfible for 3 our burthen is ſmaller, our accompt will be more e: lic. 
\q: | ſhallin reference to our condition, and the nature of thoſe things 

' which cauſe our diſcontent, but propoſe one conſideration more, or ack 

| ne queſtion hoy is it that ”—_ oC or _ NN F 
for s bs 1t any we want; whi our care an Toy w dorandy tgiecy arlogmr 

Aa we can procure 5 Is it any evil that afflifteth Be, .-» {vim cg. 

yy which by the like means we can evade ? If it be avs. Epitt. 3. 24. 

& Why then do we not vigorouſly apply our ſelves to 

te buſineſs; why do we not inſtead of idle vexation, 

| ad ineffetual complaints, uſe the means offered for CHLID 

- qeeclief ? Do welike and love trouble F let us then WD h, p/n? gy" ah 

| (content 'to bear it 5 let us hug it! and keep it cloſe z Aur. Carm. wah F 

| got, let us employ the forces afforded us by nature, 

qd by occaſton, to repel and remove it. 

* Bat if we grieve and moan, becauſe we cannot obtain ſome good a- 

have our reach, or not decline ſome unavvidable evil, what do we there- 

hy but palpably expreſs our folly, and wiltully heighten our Woe 3 ad- 

{ng voluntary difpleaſure ro the heap of neceſſary want or pain 3 im- 

(ing more deeply on our ſelves the ſenſe of them #2 

| ſich a caſe patience is inſtead of a remedy, which 

' haugh it do not throughly cure the malady, yer it rr foe eg 

{newhat alleviateth it, preventing many bad ſymp. #41 4904 optimum oft won 
| X condimentum, Plaut. Rud. 

"ones, and aſſwaging the paroxyſms thereof, What 

' howit to winſe and kick agaiaſt fortune # to do ſo will inflame us, and, 

| mike us foam, but will not relieve or caſe us + if we cannot get out of yn Ole \ 

| tenet, or the cage, to flutter and flounce will do nothing but batter and $,4:4, »* 

| bruiſe us. | appogie, %y 

th ychfuory nay Dewols axyBrres x} d Wpivres © wivor ehuiay Sm mavifs xa99%lutu megurSiny ve” Io e. 
wm Jud. Chryl. 'ArJe. 3. | CHUUSTIED ZING x MITE! 
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| Bat farther, to allay our diſcontents, ' let us conſider the World, and 
gneral ſtare of Men here. | 
- Look firſs upon the World, as it is commonly managed and ordered 
 yMen : Thou perhaps art diſpleaſed, that thou deſt not proſper and 
 kinve therein, that thou doſt not ſhare in the goods of it ; that its accom- 
| Wdations and preferments are all ſnapt from'thee 3 that thy pretences are 
It ſatisfied, and thy defigns fail 5 this thou doſt take to be ſomewhat 
rd, and unequal 3 and therefore art grieved. But if thou art wiſe, 
thou ſhouldſt not wonder 3 if: thou art good, thou ſhouldſt not be vexed 
leteat ; for thou baſt not, perhaps, any capacity for this World ; thy 
wper and diſpolation are not framed to ſuit with its way ; thy principles 
' Wrules do claſh with it, thy reſolutions and deſigns do not wel} comport 
Mid proſperity here 3 thou canſt not, or wilt not uſe the means needful 
 Pempaſs worldly ends' : Thou perhaps haſt a meek, quiet, modeſt, 
Were, ſteady diſpoſition 3 thou canſt not be pragmatical, and boiſterous, 
0 I *Frand fierce, importunately troubleſome, intolerably confident, un- 
| Keomptably verſatile and various - Thou haſt certain pedantick notions 
Wout right and wrong, certain Romantick fancies about another World 
alike ro this) which chou doſt ſtifly adhere ro, and which have an in- 
ie Metce upon.thy actions : Thou haſt a ſqueamiſh conſcience, which can- 
red F Mt reliſh this, cannot digeſt that advantageous courſe of proceeding ; a 
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ſcrupulous humour, that hampereth thee, and curbeth thee from:atems, 
ing many things which would ſerve thy purpoſe 3 thou haſt a ſpice of 
generolity, which maketh divers profitable ways of aCting (fuch'as for 
ing and feigning, ſupplanting others by detraction and calumny, oy, 


ivg and flanering people) to be below thee, and unworthy of thes, 


Thou thinkeſt thy ſelf obliged, and art peremptorily reſolved to obſery. - 
ſtri& rules of juſtice, of humanity, of charity, to ſpeak as thou mea. 
eſt, to do as thou woulaſt be done to, to wrong no man any-wiſe, tg 
conſider and tender the caſe of other men as thine own : Thy defion. 
are honeſt and moderate, conducible to (or at leaſt conſiſtent with) the 
publick good, injurious, or hurtfu) to no man 5 Thou carrieſt on thy 
deſigns by fair ways, by a modeſt care, and harmleſs diligence 4 ng 
canſt be drawn to uſe any other, how ſeemingly needful ſoever, which 
* db favour of fraud, violence, any ſort of wrong or baſenefs : Thowtuf 
an honeſt pride and haughtineſs of mind,which will not let thee condeſcend 
to uſe thoſe fly tricks, crooked ways and ſhifts, which commonly: are 
the compendious and moſt effe&ual ways of accompliſhing deligns' here; 
Thou art, in fine (like Helvidizs Priſcus) in thy dealings and proceed- 
ings, pervicax red, wilfully and peevifhly honeſt : Such an one perhaps 
art thou, and ſuch is thy way 3 And canſt thou hope to be any body, or 
get any thing here ? Shall ſuch a ſuperſtitious fop, ' ſuch a conſciention 
| limpletron, ſuch a baſhful ſneaksby, fo phantaſtic's 


T6 nous 1aalwly 1. d7:y0 philoſopher pretend to any thing here ? No, thowart 
24 @e95 7865 78 Civ Fegpers mums nr 8 here r3(czs in aride, quite out of thy element ; this World. 


Qued facilimum faFu eſt, pravu,0 
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1s not for thee to thrive 1n. wn 
This World is for Worldlings to poſſeſs and enjoy -. It was (fay the 
 * Rabbins) made for the preſumptuoxs 3 and —_—_— God did not altogether 
deſign it for them, yet men have almoſt made it ſo - They are beſt qual 
fied to thrive in it, who can luſtily buſtle and feramble 3 who can fieredy 
ſwagger and huff 3 who can fawn 3. who..can wind and wriggle like's 
| | - ty n1eF, who can finely cog and gloze ; who can net 
uffle and juggle 3 who can ſhrewdly over-reachand 
undermine others; thoſe {lippery wily artiſts, who can 
veere any whither with any Wind 3 thoſe men of in- 
pregnable confidence, who can infiſt upon any pretences 3 who can be 
indefatigably and irrefiſtibly urgent, nor will be repulſed or baffled by 
any means z thoſe who have a temper ſo laxe and ſupple, that they: can 
bend it to any compliance advantageous to them 3 who have a ſpirit ſo 
limber, that they can ſtretch it avy whither z who have face eriough, 
and conſcience little enough to do any thing 3 who have 
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intereſts : no rules but ſuch Lesb:za» and leaden ories, 
that eaſily. may be accommodated to their purpoſes: 
whoſe deſigns all tend to their own private advantage, without any re 
gard to the publick, or to the good of others; who can' uſe any mealts 
conducible to ſuch deſigns, bogling at nothing, which ſerveth their pur- 
poſe; nor caring what they ſay, be it true or falſe; what. they do, beit 
right or wrong, fo it ſeem profitable : this-is called wiſdom, prudenee, 
- dexterity, abiluy, knowledge of men, and of the world, and I know 
not what beſide; in the Scripture the wiſdom of the world, and of the fieſh, 
craft, guile, deceit, w6da, &c, For ſuch Perſons it is to flouriſh in this 
World 3 Behold, theſe (ſaith the P/jalarift) are the ungodly, who: projper ® 
the world ; and who encreaſe in riches; They are not in trouble as other men, 
neither are they plagued like other men ; Their eyes fland ont with fatneſ, ry 
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, 4 che teart could wiſh : They it is who love the World, who ſeek 


++ who ſtudy and labour foritz; Who ſpend all their time, and employ » Joh. z. 16. 


| {their care about it 3 And is it 16t fit they ſhould have it # Is it not a 

*«< they ſhould miſs it ? Is ir not natural, that they who ſow to the fleſh, 

uf reap from the fleſh * Should not they who uſe the proper means obtain 

Y jeebd? Should not they arrive at the place, who proceed in the direct 
- ead thither ? | an a an 

| _ for thee, who canſt not find in thy heart to uſe the means, why 

- Joſt thou bope to compals the end 3 of x 

| tolt'thou blend and jumble ſich inconfiſtences together, as the eager de- 

fag of this, and the hopes of another World ? It becometh not fach a 

ant to Whine and pule. If thou' wilt be brave, be brave indeed 3 


vying thy mind, and driving on other intereſts together ; of eoſoxing 
he conceit of being an honeſt man, with the deſign of beitig a rich or 
meat man 35 of arriving to the happineſs of the other World, and attain- 
ing proſperity in this > Wouldſt thou enjoy both theſe What conſcience 
| athere in that? Leave rather this World unto thoſe, who are more fit 
| firity who ſeem better to deſerve it, 'who venture fo much, and take 
ſich pains for it 5 do' not goto rob therh of this (lender reward ; but with 
- content ſee them to enjoy the fruits of their labour and hazard : Be thou 
| (ified with the conſequences of thy vertuous reſolutions and proceeds 
ig if it be worth thy while to Iive innocently, modeſtly and conſci- 
mioully, do it, and be ſatisfied ; ſpoil not thine expeQtations by repinmng 
xthe want of thoſe things, which thy. circumſtances render .incompati- 
evi them : Follow effeQually the holy *Patriarchs and Apoitles, who, 
 fihout regrer, forſook all, and chearfully went thither, whither con- 
knee and duty called them 3 if thou artnot willing to do ſo, Why doſt 
7 toapretend:to'the ſame priciciples, or hope for the hke rewards ? Bur 
' kning the conſideratiori of the World as man hath 

? wie its. Conſider that this World' is not in its nature 

( «delign, a place of perfe& eaſe and' convenience, of 

0 medelight and fatisfaction ; What is this World bat (7. 106.) 
I- 

e 

y 


7 Car. to. 123: 


 ingion'of tumult and trouble z a Theatre of vanity = 
ad difaſters; the Kingdom of care, of fear, of grief and pain ; of ſa- 
i, of diſappointment, of regret and repentance £ VVe cate not hi- 


rieve for not attaining it ? 'Why 


-- hay throughly 5 be not a donble-hearted mongrel 3 think not of | 


Tlecagmieroy ry 6 BC 72 ardedete 
6h cs. Job.7. 1. Chryf. ad Stag. 2. 


n WW todo our V Vill,. or enjoy! our pleaſure 5 we are riot born to! make Ov nwgnds 
ſo KM infor our ſelves; or to pick our condition here : No, this world is a 77 x 


Mand:ſeat of reſt - and well it is, in ſuch caſes, (well it is, I'fay, for 
ba Exiles and FravellersY)if we” can find' any tolerable accommodation, 
Iyecan make any' hard ſhift 3- It (ſhould! not be' ſtrange unto us, if in 
Wour peregrination we do meet with rough paſſages, foul ways, hard 
; {cant oycourſe fare; if we complain of ſuch rhings, we' do'not 
conlider where we are, whence/we'came, whither we are going 5 
Rioget that weare the Sons of Adarr, the Aeirs of fin and' ſorrow, 
0have forfeited our reſt and joy upon Earth 4 we confider not, how iin- 
Table the effects are of that fatal condemnation and 
Wſe;whioh followed our firſt tranſgrefſion.; we mind 
Wthat the perfeftion and purity of the bleffings 
ſave loſt is nor to be found on this fide the celeſtial 
le, This world is purpoſely made ſomewhat un- . © 
Mantto us, leſt we ſhould over-nuch delight in it, be unwilling to patt 
| with 


: 4 » (s y, 
h, ice of baniſhmenr from our firſt Countrey, and: the original felicity we 25 
ye 


Redeſigned to; this life is a' ſtate of travel toward another better' Conn - Poon. 
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Of Contentment. © 


with it, wiſh to ſet up our reſt here, and ſay, Bonnm eſt efſe 
good for ws to be here. | | 
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This life is a ſtate of probation and exerciſe, like to that (which _ A 
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Eccluſ. 40. I. *AoyAia TxmSat 
myT arypoay, Oo 


Job g. 7- 
Vid. Max. Tyr. dif. 25. Þ. 244+ 


It was the doom of man to eat his 
bread in ſorrow all the days of his 
life. Gen. 3. 17» 


Eccl. 1. 14. Allis vanity and vexa- 
tion of ſpirit, 

APOC. 21. 4» 

© 6,0 dans 8 CO and Eur 


Goes. : 
BiQ- 38 dou Exe, mir o' typ 
m4. EuTrip. 


ut. 8. 23. . | 
754 Yen,om $ fp 1 «mwAgv, 


happy ſtate. 


red and repreſented it) of God's People in the Wild, 
neſs, wherein God leadeth #5 through many diffiey] _ 
and hazards, in many wants and hardſhips, to i | 
and prove #4, in order to the fitting us for another more. 
No temptation therefore (or affliftion). can ſeize | 
ws, but ſuch as is humane ; that is, ſuch as is naturalany 
proper to men, 'tis the conſideration, . which St. Pay 
uſeth to comfort and ſupport us in troubles; -and z 
plainly good one it is, for ſeeing Her: (as Eliphas Gi) 
3s bors to trouble as the ſparks fly upward ; - that nothing 
more natural to any thing, than troubles to us; if we 
are diſpleaſed therewith, we are in effe& diſpleaſed 
that we are men 3 it implyeth that we gladly would 
put off our nature, and ceaſe to be our ſelves; we grieve 
that we are come to live in this World, and as yell 
might we be vexed that we are not. Angels ; or that 
weare not yet in Heaven, which is the only - place-ex 
empt from inconveniences and troubles, where-alone 
there is no ſorrow, . no clamour, no pain, ' R-2-260 
It hath always been, and it will ever be an univers 
ſa] complaint and lamentation, 'that the life of manand 
trouble are individual companions, /continually,..and 


cloſely ſticking one to the other; . that life and miſery 
are but ſeveral names of the. ſame thing 3 thations. 
| ſtate here is nothing elſe, but a combination of various 
evils (made up of cares, of Jabours, of dangers , of diſappointment 
of diſcords, of diſquiets, of diſeaſes, of manifold pains and ſorrows)that 
all ages, from watling infancy to querulous decrepitneſs, and all condi- 
tions, from the careful Sceptre to the painful ſpade, are fraught with many 
great inconveniences peculiar to each of them 3 that all the face. of the 
Earth is overſpread with miſchiefs as with a general and perpetual deluge; 
that nothing perfe&ly ſound, nothing ſafe, nothing ſtable, nothing 
., rene is here to be found ; this with one ſad voice all. mankind reſoundeth; 
- this our Poets are ever moanfully ſinging, this our Philoſophers do gravely 
-inculcate 3 this the experience of all times loudly proclaimeth : For what 
are all Hiſtories but continual regiſters of the evils incident to-men'3 
what do they all deſcribe, but wars and ſlaughters, mutinies and ſedi- 
tions, tumults and confuſions, devaſtations and ruines £ What do they 
tell us, but of men furiouſly ſtriving together, circumventing, ſpoiling, 
deſtroying one another 2 What do we daily hear reported, but cn 
broils, bloudy battles, and tragical events 3 great numbers of men {lain 
wounded, hurried into captivity z Cities ſacked and rafed, Countries ht- 
rafſed and depopulated 3 Kingdoms and Commonwealths overturned? 
What do we ſce before us but men carking, toiling, bickering 3 ſome 
worn out with labour, ſome pining away for want, ſome groaning under 
£x676.8 pain 2 And amidſt ſo many common miſeries and mil 
fortunes, in ſo genera}ly confuſed and diſinal a ſtate 0 
things, 1s It not ridiculouſly abſurd for us, doth It not 
argue in us a prodigious fondneſs of ſelf-love, ' heinoul- 
ly to reſent, or impatiently to bemoan our particular, 


and private croſſes May not reaſonably that = E 
ati 


Nuid eſt diu vivere,niſi din torqueri ? 
Aug. 


Tac wi © 
yale 1gHev, 
TAtih 5 SAG” 
exz,. Heliod. 


Nemo recuſet. Sen. Troad-.' - 
Hey mihi videtur yerum nature, quod 
graviſſimum fecit,commune fectſſe,ut cru- 
 delitatem fati conſolaretur equalita. 
Sen. ad Polyb. 21. 


' Ferre quam ſortem patiuntur omnes + 
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yon of Feremy tO Baruch reach us ? The Lord ſaith thus, " Behold; that Jer 45: 4: 5: 

41 have bailt, 1 will break\down; and" that-which 1 have. plantcd 1 will 

bay, ever this whole land 3 And ſeekeſt thou great things for thy ſelf #* ſeek. 

its not 3 for beh1ld T will bring evil on all fleſh; 4 21; 

ax; Again, if we more cloſely and © particularly ſurvey the* ſtates of o- 
men (of our brethren every-where, -of our neighbours all-abont us) 
Jrompare our caſe with theirs, our-condition hardly can appear to us 

(hid, but'that'we' have mariy conforts: and affociates therein ;. many as - 

any far worſe beſtead: than our ſelves. How many of our Brethren - 

World may we obſerve conflicting with extream penury-and” di- 

BB 66; how many undergoing continual hard drudgeries to maintain their 

| &: how many ſorely pinched with hunger and cold ; how many tor- 

| i with grievous fickne(s; how many: oppreſſed with debt 3 how many 

|  @pander cloſe reſtraint'3' how many detained in horrible ſJavery ; how 

BM anby the waſting rage of War. rifled 'of their goods, driven from their 

BW ns; difpoſieſied of allicomfortable ſubliftence ? - How many, in fine, 

| WM So their lives in all the inconveniences of rude, beggarly, ſordid and 

| WH xt barbariſm? And who of us have, in any meaſure, taſted of thele, 

| WW ofthe like calamiries ? Yer are theſe Sufferers, all of them, the ſame 

| BW autre, with'ns 3 many of them, (as reaſon, as humility, as charity do 

t WW pens to believe) deſerve'as well; divers of them much berter than 

gfves- What reaſon then'can we have to'conceive our caſe ſo hard, 

' WW gocomplain thereof > Were we the only perſons expoſed to trouble, 

| aitefingle marks of adverſe fortune'z could we'truly ſay with-the *Pro- 
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8; Behold, if rhere be any ſorrow like my ſorrow: We: might ſeem a little Law. 1. 12. 
apy 3 but ſince we have fo much'good- company in our conceived 

| tke'3" fince it is ſo ordinary a thing tobe poor, and 

| Wielſed's fince owr caſe # (as the Poet ſpeaketh) mop ——Mer rare vides 
we; tet commonly known, 'trite, aud drawn out from the PH? _ 0 yn 
"Us Ns; offered to men by fort ane ;" Since pitiful ob- Tritcs, & £ medio fortuns dudtus acer 
Hidothus environ and encloſe us3; "tis plainly reaſon. %; 197-59: 139.8. 
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Te mnc delicids extra communia cenſes 
Ponendim, (Fc. Juv. Sat. 13+ V- 14% 
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nher mer 5; what! grounds” have we to challenge, -Or tO E 
wldbe partial toward.us3 why ſhould we imagine, that he muſt con- 
153--""Y of fo © ; : - » 
milly do miracles in-otr behalf, caufing all thoſe evils, which fall upon 
tndghbours all about-ro skip Over Us, bedewing us, "like Gideor's Jud.s. 37. 
ur, with plenty and joy; while all the earth belide' 1s'dry 3 cauſing us, 
Rethe three children, ro walk in this wide furnace, unſcorched' and un- Dan, 3. 24. 
kn by'the flames encompaſling us #''Are-wernot” men framed of the 
Wimonld;- are we/not' ſinners guilty-of like offences, with the meaneſt 
Kant; the pooreft beggar, the moſt wretched-'flave (if {9,, then a pa- 
Woof Fortune with/'any men doth become us, 'and may.be. due 't0-us3 
 Wnicis'a perverſe and/unjuſt frowardneſs to be diſplealed with our lot) 
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ter Fay; if we pleaſe, pity the common ſtate- of men, but, we cannot 
if, 00 bly: complain” of our own 3'doing ſo plainly:doth argue, that'we 
of © wnmeaſurably overprize, and overlove our elves. When once a 
ot Nl 1. King did exceffively, and obſtinately grieve for the "death of «his 
of. | ® whom he tenderly” loved, a Philoſopher obſerving it, ' told him, 
lar, MN at he was ready to comfort bim by reſtoring her to lite, ſuppoling 

M * onely 
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gy Of Gontentment. Vol] 
« onely, .that he would ſupply what was. needful toward: the-perfon...” 
« its © The King {aid he was:ready :to furniſh him: with AX 
Philoppher anſwerd, *. That be:was provided -with. all things neeefy 
*© Except ry _ 00s mm was the pris eee ; he replied. 7 
if he.wonld upon his Wives' Tomb inſcribe the nates of three perſons... wi . 
mourned, fe preſently would revive: the King, after —_— ? who, me. 
Philoſopher, That he could not find--one 
Why then, O- abfurdeſs of » all rer' (ſaid the P 
ſmiling) art thou' n0t aſhamed: to moan as if \thoy. 
alone fallen into ſo grievous 8: caſe. when as thay canſd 4, 
A find: one perſon,' that ever was free Jomeſic. 
fliFion 8: $0 might the-naming: ay" Is Exemp! | 
ces, hike ro thoſe, we undergo, be fafely -propoſed-to us-as--a-certain'oy 


, , Of ours but if we'find the condition impotlible;- Ie Penerals 
Tlognew me | , Ar at» þ 
as H7i- Of the caſe a ſutticient ground of content tons 3 then may-we,/23theqi 
gov _— Poet adviſeth, ſolace our own evils-by the evils of others, {o-frequent. and « 
. view - nt 25 45; 7 594 aa 
Nulli ad aliens 5. We' are indeed very. apt:to Jogk! upward toward thoſe few, who 
rice; ſa* ſuppoſed advantages of life (int wealth, dignity, or reputation) do ſeem 
placent. Sen. Jo _ | es? / 00 tt 
de Ira. 3. 31. to tranſcend, or -to precede us, grudging and. repining at their-forwune 
| but ſcidom. do we caft dewn. dur eyes on thoſe/ijnnumerably. many a6 

| people, who lie beneath us in all: manner'of-aceomm 
dations,  pitying- their mean, or hard condition 
Racers welook forward, and:purſue thoſe whogobeſor 
us, but reflect-riot. backward, or confider-thaſe.w 
come behind us: two or three outſhiniog usjn-ſomeſſy, 
der: piece of proſperity, doth: raiſe» diſſatisfadtion, igus 
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Neque ſe majori pauperiorum 
Turbe comparet,hunc atque hunc. ſupe- 
rare laboret : | 
Ut cum carceribus, (Fc, Hor-Sat.1. 


Inde fit ut nemo,qui ſe vixiſſe beatum 


Dicat ; {yc.. Kor. Sat. 1. 


Si vis gratus eſſe adverſus Neos, & 
adverſus vitam tuani,cogita quam multos 
anteceſſeris. Sen. Ep. 1%. . 

Nunquam erit felix,quem torquebit fe- 
licior, Sen.de Ira. 3. 31-Vid. Ih. 


while:the'doleful ſtate of millions doth little affefuvyi 
any regard or compaſiion-: 'bence ſo general diſconter 
ſpringeth, henceiſa few are ſatisfied with their. condition 


. 


and epidemical eyc-ſore moleſting every man z/fatthen 


1s-no man, of whatſoever condition, who is notin ah 
defirable things owſtripped -by others 3 none'js hip 


o 
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in fortune, but:another in Wit or Wiſdom, Jin Hed 
or ſtrength,, or beauty, 'in reputation. or eſteem of men nay ſKemitoe 
cel him. he therefore Jooking- with an evil or enyious eye on ſuch perlan 
and with ſenſeleſs diſregard pafling over the reſt.of men, dath eafily here 
by loſe his eaſe and ſatisfaction from bis own: Eſtate : Whereas if we 
would conſider the caſe.of moſtimen, we ſhould ſee abundant reaſop.t 
be ſatisfied with our own'5/ if we would a little: feel- the calamitiesof our 
neiglibours, we ſhould little refent our own crofſes 3. a kindly. -commilen 
ton of others more grievous diſaſters would drown: the ſenſe of our like 
_ If withany competent: heedfulneſs we view perſons and things beſaie 
ns, we ſhall eafily —_—_— j w _—_ abſolutely ___ 6p ) 
ot + Weighty, is1 comparatively very ſmall and/vg 
pt cool be falet | che rhe are fo mie Rr pM 
rol ny ms ws a end we have our full ſhare.in go0d;;and no more-than ol! | 
"2 That ar worſt we are Extremi Part in evil 5 *that Socrates had reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
primorum, extremis uſque priores." Hor. if me; ſhould bring into. one comtiren: ſtock, all ony, miſpap!, 
Bei: 3+ Ke ' . fo that each (ſhould receive his, portion - of t hern,; gladly tht 
moſt would take np their :own, and go their ways ; that conſequent!y't's 
both iniquity and folly-in usto complain of -our lot,” We Ly 
| "rr, 7 JENS 
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6, If even We would take care diligently to compare our ſtate with 


ford matter of conſolation, and content unto us, 


fac encompaſſed with ſnares, and temptations numberleſs 5 which with- 
ant extreme caution, and conſtancy, force of reaſon, and command of 
al appetites, and paſſions cannot, be avoided ; und ſeldom are ? What 
kt a ſtate of pompous trouble, and gay ſervility, of living in continual 
wiſe and ſtir, environed with crouds and throngs, of being ſubje& to 
he urgency of buſineſs, and the tediouſneſs of ceremony 3 of being abu. 
&d by perfidious ſervaints, and mocked by vile flatterers 3 of being expo- 
{ to common cenſure and obloquy, to miſrepreſentation, miſconſtru- 
fon and ſlander 3 having the eyes of all men intent upon their ations, 
; 10d as many ſevere judges as watchful ſpectatours of them 3 of being ac- 
| anptable for many mens faults, and bearing the blame of all miſcarri- 
ps about them 3 of being reſponſible in conſcience, for the miſcarriages 
nd miſhaps which come from the influence of our counſels, our exam- 
ths, &c, of being peſter'd. and purſu'd with pretences, with ſuits, with 
onplaints, the neceſſary reſult whereof is to diſpleaſe or provoke very 
-nuny, to oblige or ſatisfie very few, of being frequently ingaged in re- 
{atments of 1ngratitude, of treachery, of negleCts, of defetts in duty, 
ad breaches of truſt toward them 3 of being conſtrained to comply with 
' te humours and opinion of men ; of anxious care to keep, and jealous 
far of loſing all 3 of danger and being objected to the traiterous attempts 

bold male-contents, of fierce zealots and wild fanaticks ; of wanting 
moſt ſolid and ſavoury comforts of life, true friend{hip, free conver- 

ſajon, certain leaſure, privacy and retiredneſs, for enjoying themſelves, 
| er time, their thoughts as they think good 5 of ſatiety and being cloy- 
dl yith all ſorts of enjoyments - In fine, of being paid with falſe coin 
hr all their cares and pains, receiving for them ſcarce any thing more, 
kt empty ſhews of reſpe&t, and hollow acclamations | 
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Gate of thoſe, whom we are apt moſt to admire and envy, it would In ſervitus 
What is the ſtate of 9k oy wi 
the greatel(t perſons ( of the Worlds Princes and Grandees) what but a ad Polyb. 26. 


ES THESES EERSECRP ET SRARPELSS TRHSTS 9 


dpraiſe; (whence the *P/al-riſt might well ſay, Sure- 
h men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree 


| the; alye, for that their ſtate cheateth us, appearing 


blpecious, yet being really ſo inconvenient and trou- 
tklome,) Such is the ſtate of the greateſt men 3 ſuch 
# hah made wiſe Princes weary of themſelves, ready 
backnowledge, that if men knew the weight of a 
(own, none would take it up, apt to think with 
tope drier, who made this Epitaph for himſelf 5 Here 
jb Adrian the Sixth, who thought nothing in his life to 
te befaller hims more unhappy, than that he raled + Such, 


Perſonata felicitas. Sen. Ep: 80. 
Pfal. 62. 9. 
——=adulandi certamen eſt, (f unum 
omnium amicorum officium, una contentio 
quis blandiſſime fallat. Sen. de Benef.6, 


0. 
_ Vid. optime diſſerentem. 
Vid. Co de Clem. 1. 19. 
Et ad Polyb. 26, LES 
Antigonus. Neſcitis amict,quid mali 
ſit imperare, Cc, Saturninus apud Vo- 
piſcum. | 
Hic ſits eft Adrian. VI.qui nihil fib; 
in vita infelicius duxit, quam quod impe. 
ravit. Lud. Guicciard, P.Jovius in vit 


fine, their ſtate, as upon due conſideration we ſhould, were it offered 
hour choice, never embrace 3 ſuch indeed, as in ſober judgment, we 
Wot prefer before the moſt narrow and inferiour fortune : How then 


'W we reaſonably be diſpleaſed with our condition, 


Men we may even pity Emperours and Kings, when, 

_” we are as well, perhaps are much better 
they, 

7 Farther, it may induce and ingage us to be con- 

ft, to conſider what commonly hath been the lot of 


Wd men in the World : We ſhall, if we ſurvey the 


Nihil difficilius quam bene imperare. 
Diocleſ.apud Vopitc.in Aureliano. 


Conſider what calamities great , 
powerful glorious men have endured; 
Creſ.Polycr, Pomp.&c.Sen. de Ira.3.25. 


ories of all times, find the beſt men to have ſuſtained moſt grie- 
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yous 
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EEE Ret vous croſſes and troubles ; ſcarce is there in ho] Pow 
Oi 4 ExAlway deigot mie Nifov Y . 


Ds mlyre # Bier, (Ariſtides, Pho- FUTC recorded any perſon eminent and illuſtrious for 


cion, Epaminondas, Pelopidas.) #l. goodneſs, who have not taſted deeply of VVAnts an 
Xl. 0. 11.43» 
Lamachus, Socrates, Ephialtes. s s 
Abel, Noe, @c. Chryſ. Tom.s p.1o7. Eſpecial friend of God, wvas called out of his Co 


lodge in Tents, vvithout any fixed habitation. Facob ſpent 


di 44; 6 moved to ſay, that the days of his pilgrimage had been few and evil, 
Pſal. 10g. 18. VVas maligned and perſecuted by his Brethren, fold avvay for a (laye, 


aUT8: 


tuna non inventt. 


Tom. 5. Or. 27» 


> 168. @ What a ſtupendious heap of miſchiefs did together fall, and lie hey 


Tom. 6. Or. 10. upon him £ (Thou writeſt bitter things againſt me, he might well ſay,) | 
Pr David, How often was he plunged in ſaddeſt extremity, and reduced © * 


Job 13. 27. 


7 Sam. 26. 2 the hardeſt ſhifts; being hunted like a partridge in the wilderneſs by an e. | 
vious Maſter, forced to counterfeit madneſs for hi; | 
ſecurity among barbarous infidels ; difpoſſeſſed of hi | 
coy16 x Gnudy $0 3; weler yiurn kingdom, and perſecuted by his own moſt favoured | 
Se9y crAnganoey Cip. Clryl. Mm fp ; deſerted by his ſervants, reproached and ſromed | 
: : by his ſubjefts ? Clizs was driven long to ſculk for his 
Ev vols @He25 ls lwvey it dYx240t, life, and to ſhift for his livelihood in the Wilderack, 
Jeremy was treated as an Impoſtour and a Traitour, and | 
2d caſt into a miry Dungeon 5 finding matter from hi | 
ſufferings for his doleful lamentations, and having thence occaſion to | 

Lam. 3-1. exclaim, 1 am the man that have ſeen afflidion by the rod of his wrath, &. | 
Which of the Prophets were not perſecuted, and miſuſed ? as St. Stephen wk- | 
| xCor. 4. @7. Ed. The Apoſtles were pinched with all kinds of want, haraſſed with | 
all ſorts of toil, expoſed to all manner of hazards, perſecuted with all vz- | 
riety of contumelies, and pains that can be imagined : Above all, our * 
Lord himſelf beyond expreſſion was 4 man of ſorrow, and acquainted with | 
grief, ſurpaſſing all men in ſuffering as he did excel them in dignity, and | 
in vertuez extream poverty, having not ſo wich « | 

*Ex 38 me&ny qv avSpumey Where to lay his head, was his portion 5 to undergo con- | 
(8:64 78 mmgor|O- xa48 7% 7 2x9v tinual labour and trave], without any mixture of car | 


Nov x may i} & aprany av: 
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Mart. Agypt. T. 5. $22» 
T5 dew mul Tus 87M na s Jes 
Ne JAiAlws: Chryl.in 2 Cor. 7,27. 


At 7. 52. 


Chryſ. Tom. 6, 
Or. 93. 


Iſa. 53+ 3: 
Matt. 8. 20. 


$0TedLromus ouCev Inoy atv peiv me- 


eg fl ouuCaCtoximor dySpc mer i- nal eaſe or pleaſure, was his ſtate 3 in return for the 


xnu8des 3) arelcors d3ay memos higheſt good will, and choiceſt benefits to receive wolt 
Tas avicggis. Theod. Ep. 13%. 


ouſly, 
Heb, It. 3%; 


diſtreſſes. Abraham, the Father of the faithful, and 


and from his Kindred, to vvander in a ſtrange land, vn 


ih ont NE OT Monet A -IC A great part | 
of his life in ſlaviſh toil, and in his old age vvas in reflection upon his lig. | 
Joſhi | 


. (lan. 
<={Jvegv i dered for a moſt heinous crime, thruſt into a grievous priſon, vyhere & | 


nag ng feet were hurt with fetters, and his ſoul came into iron. ' Moſes wygs forced | 

to fly avvay for his life, to become a vagabond in a foreign place, to feet | 
Socrates, Cato, Regulus, Phocion, {Neep for his livelihood ; to ſpend aftervvards the be | 
&c. Magnum exemplum nifs mala for- of his life in conteſting vvith an obſtinately perverk 
Prince, and in leading a miſtruſtful, refratory, myj. | 
Vid. Chryl” nous people, for forty years time, through a vaſt and wild defart, Jo, © 


cruel hatred, and grievous injuries, to be loaded with | 
the bittereſt reproaches, the fouleſt ſlanders, the ſoreſt pains which mol 
ſpiteful malice could invent, or fierceſt rage inflict, this was his Iot: | 
Am I poor, fo may one ſay, was he to extremity 3 Am I lighted of the | 
World ? ſo was he notoriouſly ; Am I diſappointed, and croſled in my | 
deſigns ? ſo was he continually, all his moſt painful endeavours haviny | 
ſmall effet; Am I deſerted or betrayed of Friends ? ſo was he by thoſe } 
who'were moſt intimate, and moſt obliged to himz Am I reviled, {lan- . 
dered, miſuſed Was not he ſo beyond all compariſon molt outrage | 


Have all theſe, and many more, of whem the world was not wortly, | 
zindergone al ſorts of inconvenience, being deſtitute, affiiced, T—_— | 
- R [ ; 
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Y tut with you as with ſons 


Wt are unwilling to ſubmit to the Law, to: attend the 
; a, to comply with the terms thereof? Will we en. :; "Yaris 277 xpear Heb.ro. 36. 
* $ 6 priviledges, can we hope for its rewards, if we © vc 
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"ODER w | | Ws. 
And ſhall we then diſdain, or be ſorry to be found in fuch company ? 


_— 


. If ge endure chaſtering, God '*: 

but if ye be without chaſtiſement, whereof 

il (that is, all good men, and genuine Sons of God) are partakers, then 

mt je baſtards, and net ſous, Would we be ilegitirnated, or expunged 

fom the number of God's true children 5 would we be diveſted of his 

ſpecial regard and good-will? if not, Why do we 

wot gladly embrace, and willingly ſuſtain adverſity, Eccluſ.2.1. Teavoy 6 ae9772Xy Se 
which is by himſelf declared fo peculiar a badge of his ME ety. Seliguinne Tu) old os 
dildren, ſo conſtant a mark of his favour ? if af good Ph eee 

wm do (as the Apeſie afſerteth) partake thereof; ſhall we, by diſpleaſure 

tit, ſhew, that we deſire to be aſluredly none of that party, that we 

| to be diſcarded from that holy and -happy ſociety ? Yerily, verily [ John 16. 20. 
ly unto you, that ye ſhall weep and lament, but the wor!d ſhall rejoice. Ts 1s Oe 
raliarly the lot of Chriſtians, as ſuch, in conformity to their afflicted 
Wwiour; they are herein predeſiinated io be conformable to bis image 5 to Rom, g. 29. 


WH tithes are appointed. (Let no mar, ſaith St. Paul,” be moved by theſe af: Any 3: 3+ 


Mons, for ye know, that we are appointed thereunto ;Y) to this they are Wl: J- 306 


aled (if wher: we do well, ſaith St. *Peter, and ſuffer for it, ye take it pati- | Pet. 2. 20, 
ath, this 3s acceptable with God ;, for even hereunto were ye called) this is 21+ 
mopounded to them as a condition to be undertaken, and undergone by 

lem as ſuch 3 they are by profeſſion crucigerz, bearers of the croſs 3 ({f 

® one will come after we, let him deny himſelf, and take NE 
y ir roſs and follow me 5, Every one that will live godly John 16.33. 'Bo ny v79wy 29/dus 
uUriſt Jeſus, muſt ſufſer perſecution) by this are they ##m © 
United into the ſtate of Cheiſtians 3 (by many affi@- FR. ar pur ir ; - ps; perpoij 
" we muſt enter into the kingdom of heaven) this doth =p. 99- 
whfy them for enjoying the glorious rewards, which = 24: 22: 


ES L - Vid. Gre « Naz, E « 20Þ[e aa The- 
leir religion propoundeth 3 ( We are coheirs with cam.) : abt 


; Gf; { that, if we ſuſſer together, we ſhall alſo toge- 2 Tim. 2.12. 


lr be glorified with him; If we endure, we ſhall alſo (Phil. 3. 10.) 


* It is a priviledge of Chriſtians, 


J 3th him; ) * And ſhall we then pretend to be in favour beſtowed on them; voy 


a, F . £%<eiHus Phil, 1. 29. 
Wriſtians, ſhall we claim any benefit from thence, if TN Os Hoke © 24. 


Faith and'Patience. are coulorts. 
. b, 6.12. APOC. 13. IOs} 
aot contentedly undergo what 1t requireth ? Shall Whew 


J * arrive to the end it propoundeth, without going in the way it preſeri- 


lt the way which our Lord himſelf doth lead us in; and himſelf hath 
before us £ 


In 


————_ A. 


Of Contentment. _ vin 


x Pet, 4 12- 


— i 


, ; CE ee 

In fine, ſeeing adverſity is, as hath been declared, a thing & 2+ 
to all men, ſo common to moſt men, ſo incident to great men, & wing 
to good men, ſo peculiar to Chriſtians, we have great reaſon to be 
the Apoſtles advice ; "Beloved, wonder not concerning the fiery trial wr +4 
is to try you, as if ſome (irange thing happened to yu; we ſhould nor wo d b 
at it as a ſtrange, or uncouth thing, that we are engaged in any $17 "3 
or inconvenience here 5 we are conſequently not to be affeQted with * 1 
thing very grievous. wed. 


——._ 
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Of Contentment. 
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PHIL. 4.It. 
F have learned in whatever State, &Cc. 


Oreover conſidering the nature of this duty it ſelf, may bez MW 

great inducement and aid to the praGice of it. 
x. It is it ſelf a ſovereign remedy, for all poverty and al 

ſufferance 3 removing them, or allaying all the miſchief they 


. cando us. Itis well and truly faid by St. Auſtine, Intereſt non qualia, fel 


qualis quis patiatur 5 It is no matter what, but how diſpoſed a man ſufferth: 
The chief nuſchief any adyerfity can do us 1s to render us diſcontent, 
in that conſiſteth all the ſting, and all the venom thereof; which there 
by being voided, adverſity can ſignify nothing prejudicial, or noxiousto 
us 3 all diſtraQion, all diſtemper, all diſturbance fron: it is by the antidote 
of contentedneſs prevented or correfted, He that hath his deſires mode- 
rated to a temper ſutable with his condition, that hath his paſſions con- 
poſed and ſettled agreeably to his circumſtances, what can make anygri 
vous impreſſion on him, or render hinr any-wiſe miſerable ? He that 

taketh himſelf ro have enough, what doth he need # it 


Cui cum paupertate bene convenit, di- that is well-pleaſed to be as he 1s, how can he be better, 
ves eft. Sen. Ep. 2. What can the largeſt Wealth, or higheſt proſperity 

Nemo ali 7 , ſed ſuo 3; _ hs 5 5 Prompt 
dr RE te the World yeild more, or better than ſatisfaction 
cio efſe miſeri, qui ſunt vere conſcientia mind 2 He that hath this moſt eflential ingredient of 


ſua beati. Nulli beatiores Junt,quam 9? feliciey, is he not thence in effe&t moſt fortunate? Þ 


hoc ſunt quod volunt. Salv. de Gubern. 


Dei, 1. 


not at leaſc his condition as good as that of the 
proſperous, | 


\ O939m Es n pn5dy g9vory 2, As good do I ſay ? yea is it not plainly much bet 
GAAL T0 mYAY Tl ugh) y TANGS EXE | . ity 
mir dunes unde ab IAn Ie. ter, than can ariſe merely trom any ſecular proſperity * FF 
Chryl. ad Olymp. Ep. 3, Vid. p-73- for ſatisfaction ſpringing from rational conſideration, . 


and vertuous diſpoſition of mind is indeed far mor 


precious, more noble and worthy, more ſolid and durable, more _ 
a 


— Fi 


"06-4007 at * age . R | Ma » 
{ dele(table, than that which any. poſſeſſion, or fry- OUS 4% damfon Sarwol ci 


1:00 of worldly goods can afford, - The 7? 4p3upny 7 wes: He aledas ey eo, 30 Ba01A's 
(6, gd 10x18 md uaIGr, incorruptibility ( at St. Peter (| peak- au ute | Chryſ.ad Olymy, &p. 
ah) of 4 meek and quict ſpirit 3s before God of great 16. Va. Epi/t. 6. OF nd Olvmp. Epiſt. 
\ | $: lefore God, that is, according to the moſt yp- * ©75? #Jobrpho. = Pet. 3. 4. 
nght and certain judgment it is the moſt precious and valuable thing in 
he World 5 T here is the Philoſopher could ſay) 0 ſpectacle more worthy Ecce par Deo 
| Gad (or grateful” to. him) thay a good man gallarily combating” with zl _ = 
wwe, Not to be, diſcompoſed or diſtempered in mind, not to fret or firtmns compyi- 
hinge, when all things flow proſperouſly and according to our mind, is p;.,5* © 
no great praiſe, no, ſign of wiſdom, or argument of goodneſs; it cannot ; 
kereckoned an effeft of found judgment, or yertuous affeQion, but a na- 
mral.conſequent of ſuch a ſtate - But when there are evident occafions , 
ad urgent temptations to. diſpleaſure, when. preſent ſenſe and fancy do 
xompt and provoke to murmuring, then to be farisfied in our mind, 
ken to keep our paſſions in order, then to maintain good humour, then 
- preſtrain. our tongue from complaint, and to. govern our demeanour 
ſpeetly, this 1s 1ndeed honourable and handſome 3 to ſee a worthy man 
iſzin croſſes, wants, diſgraces- with equanimity and chearfulneſs is. a 
wit goodly fight : ſuch a perſon to a judicious mind appeareth in a far 
nore honourable and invidious ſtate, than any proſperous min : his ver- 
ne ſhiging in the dark is far more bright and fair : this ( as St, Peter faith, r Pet. 2. rg. 
nalike caſe) 3s thank>worthy, if a man for conſcience toward God ſuffereth 
ef: if, in our caſe (we may ſay after him) a man out of conſciencious 
ence to God's Will, doth contentedly undergo adverfity, this God is 
rady to take for an obligation on himſelf, and will be 6 
lpaſed in a manner to #5azk, kim (or to reward him) ary be poyots. Tpic, 
F [Sau | | {6T pt $300 Seo 71 mdowy pwovoy 
br it + This indeed amounteth to a demonſtration that db Hpeis bAMA 14.9 dd) nos -; Toy, 
lick a perſon is truly wiſe and really good : ſo is the fa- Y ohgar rn ay ty "T 
| khilion of a contented poor man more worthy : And EE ehryardy s 


ts lefs more {ſweet and comfortable, than that of 

ay neh-man, pleaſing himſelf in his enjoyments;_contentedneſs fatisfieth 
lemind of the one, abundance doth only fatiate. the appetites of the 0- 
ter; the former is. unmaterial and (prightly, the. complacence of a man; 
hater is groſs and. dull, like the ſcnſuality of a. beaſt; the delight of 
kt figketh deep into the heart, the pleaſure of this doth only. float inthe 
yard ſenſes, or in the fancy 3 one is a poſitive comfort, theother but 
ative indolency 1n regard to the mind : The paor good man's joy 1s 
nolly his own, and home-born, a lovely child of End vertue 3 
Wall rich. man's prota cometh from without, and is thruft into him 
pulſes of ſenſible objeRs. | : = 
»Hence-is the ſatisfaftian-of contented adverſity far more conſtant, ſo- 
Hand durable, than that of proſperity 3 it being the produt of immiu- 
ile reaſon abideth in the mind, and cannot eafily be driven thence by any 
Wporeal impreſſions, which immediately cannot touch the mind 3 where- 
kite other; iſſuing from ſenſe, is ſabje& to all the changes, inducible 
iom the. reſtleſs commotions of outward cauſes affeting and altering 
aſe: whence the fatisfaGion proceeding from reaſon and vertue, the 
Wer it ſtayeth the firmer and ſweeter it groweth, turning into habit, | 
working nature to an agreement: with it 3 whereas uſually the joys of 
With and proſperity do.ſoon degenerate. into faſtidiouſne(s, and termi- 
Wein bitterneſs, being honey iz the moxth, but ſoon becoming gall in the 7 C. 10, 10. 
, #%, "Nothing indeed can affe&t the mind with a truer pleaſure, than PO 
Every conſcience of diſcharging our duty toward God iri beaxing = | 

| IPs 


> a... te... 
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” Bin. 4.4, 
CORN 


ſhip, impoſed by his providence, willingly and well. We"have 4 

fore much reaſon not only to acquieſce in our ſtraits. but. ro be' 1d; 
them, ſeeing they do yield us an opportunity of immediately obrainis, 
goods, more excellent and more delirable, than any proſperous of we 
thy man can eaſily have, ſince they furniſh us with means of aconne: 
and exerciſing a vertue worth the moſt ample fortune; yea juſtly pra 
rable to the beſt eſtate in the World 3 a vertue, which indeed doth 4 
onely render any condition tolerable,-but ſweetneth any | 
Aifieth all ſtates, and turneth all occurrences into bleſſings, 

3+ Even the ſenſible ſmart of adverſity is by contentedneG foniewts 
tempered and eaſed ; the ſtiller and quieter we lye under it, the k& 


feel its violence and pungency : It is tumbling and tofling, that fine 


the ill humours, and driveth them to the parts moſt weak, ' and apriro'k 
afteted with them 3, the rubbing of our ſores is that which enflamathwa 
exaſperateth them - Where the mind is calm, and the paſſions faled* 
Pain of any grievance is in compariſon lefs acute, leſs ſenfible, ** =* 
4. Whence if others in our diſtreſs are uncharitable to us, refuſing 
help they might, or ſhould afford toward the reſcuing us from it, or 
lieving us in it, we hereby may be charitable and great benefationts 
our ſelves; we ſhould need no aodyze to be miniſtred from withoit 46 
ſuccour to come from any creature, if we would not be wantingto'% 
ſelves, in hearkening to our own reaſon, and enjoying the coniifacict 
which it affordeth, In not doing this, we are more uncharitableandeine 
to our (elves, than any ſpiteful enemy or treacherous friend can'be 3 
man can ſo wrong or moleſt us, as we do our ſelves by admitting" 
toſtering diſcontent, | '” 2 Dn 
GS; The contented bearing, of our condition is alfo the moſt hopely 
and ready means of bettering it, and of removing the preſſures well 
under.  \4396q | wN. c, "5.2 
It is partly fo in a natural way, as diſpoſing us to embrace and'emplo 
the advantages which occur condicible thereto 3. for as diſcontentblidett 
men ſo that, they cannot deſery the ways of eſcape from evil, ir Gilpin 
eth and diſcourageth them from endeavouring to help themſelves; it'd 
priveth them of many ſaccours and expedients, which occaſion woultaf 
ford for their. relief; fo he that being undiſturbed in his ſpirit hathise) 


Y 


open and his courage up, and all his natural powers in order, willhe oþ 


ways ready.and able to do his beſt, to alt vigorouſly, to ſnateh/an op 
portugity, and employ any means toward the freeing himſelf from'what 


* ro 
PT \ $8.4 
T.65'S 


appeareth grievous to him ag "IE 
Upon a ſupernatural accompt content is yet more efficacious toi 
ſame purpoſe : For chearfal ſubmiſſion to\Gods Will doth pleaſe himmues 


il 
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Ten (faith Job's friends) men are cai# down, then thou ſhalt ſay there is lift - 100 bs. 29. 
ng up, 4714 he will ſave the humble perſon, God with favourable pity hear- 1g, Frag ny” 
tenerh to the groans of them who are humbly coxtrite under his hand, and 
 everently tremble at his word 5, he reviveth the ſpirit of the bumble ; He 3s Ifa. 66. 2. 
mb to the broken of heart, and ſaveth ſuch as are of a contrite ſpirit ; He $75 4 
blu the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds ; He proclaimeth 1. I 149-46 
eſt to the poor in ſpirit, and to thoſe that mourn, becauſe they ſhall Vatt- 5 3, 4: 
| fad comfort and mercy 3 all which declarations and promiſes are made | 
qncerning thoſe who bear adverſity with a ſubmifs and contented mind 3 
qd we ſee them etieCtually performed in the cafes of Abab, of the Nirz- 
es, of Neebuchadnezzar, of eMarnaſſes, of Hezekiah, of Navid ; of all 
{ns mentioned 1n holy Scripture, upon whom adverſities had ſuch kind- 
operations. Bur diſcontent and impatience do offend God, and pro- 
wke him to continue his judgments, yea to encreaſe the load of them : 
Fobe ſallen and ſtubborn is the ſure way to render our Condition worſe, 
- ximore intolerable : For, who hath hardened himſelf against God and pro- Job 5. 4 
rd? The Pharaohs and Sauls, and ſuch like perſons, who rather would 5 * ** 
reak than bend, who being diffatisfied with their Condition choſe rather ifa. 9. 13: 1. 
| ply bold on other imaginary ſuccours, than to have recourſe to God's 5 2% 1®: 
nercy and help 3 thoſe, who (like the refratory 1/raelites) have been 
en in vain as tO any quiet ſubmiſſion or converſion unto God, what 
pie they but plunged themſelves deeper into wretchedneſs ? 
| [tis indeed to quell our haughty ſtomach, to check our froward hu- 
nour, to curb our 1nipetuous defires, to calm our diſorderly paſſions, to 
| fypreſs our fond admiration and eager afteion toward theſe worldly 
| thngs, in ſhort to work a contented mind in us, that God ever doth in- 
| I any bardſhips on us, that he croſfeth us in our projets, that he de- 
' tinerh us in any troubleſome ſtate 3 until this be atchieved, as it is not 
apedient that we ſhould be cafed, as relief would really be no bleffing 
bs; ſo God (ercept in anger and judgment) will no-wife grant or dil- 
 xnſeit ; it would be a cruel mercy for him to doit : If therefore we do 
| fitever to be 1n a good caſe as to this World, tet us learn to be content- 
dina bad one : Raving got this diſpoſition firmly rooted in our hearts, 
rae qualified for deliverance and preferment 3 nor will God fail in that 
ke ſeaſon to perform for us what he ſo often hath declared and promiſed ; 
lynature diſpoſeth him, his word hath engaged him to help and comfort 
k | 
Theſe are the moſt proper inducements unto contentedrfeſs, which con-. 
kring (in the light of reaſon and holy Scripture) the nature of the thing, 
bpeſted unto my meditation $ there are belide ſome other means ad- 
Wble, (ſome general, ſome more particular) which are very conducible 
b the production of content, or removing diſcontent 5 which I ſhall 
bach, and then conclude, 
b Aconſtant endeavour to live well, and to maintain a good conſci- 
ace, He that doeth this can hardly be diſmay'd or diſturbed with any 
Kurrence here 3 this will yield a man ſo ample and firm a fatisfation of 
Wnd, as will bear down the ſenſe of any incumbent evils ; this will be- 
Fluch hope in God, and ſo good aſſurance of his favour, as will ſupply 
want of all other things, and fully ſatisfie us, that we have no cauſe to 
troubled with any thing here : He that by conſcientious practice hath 
Vained ſuch a hope is prepared againſt all aſſaults of fortune with an un- 
Wnted mind and force impregnable ; He will (as the Pſumiſt ſaith ) not Pal. x12. 1. 
Refraid of any evil tydings, for his heart is fixed truſting in the Lord, Main- **9: ©: 
- Wning this will free us from all — care, transferring it upon God ; 
It 
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all rhings convenient, to protect and deliver us from all things hugh + 
enſuring to. us the effe& of that promiſe, by the conſcience of having 


performed the condition thereof : Seck, ye firſt the kingdom of God adi 


righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added nnto you. 

This was that which ſapported the Apoſzles, and kept them cheark 
under all that heavy Joad of diftreſſes which lay upon them 3 Oy je. 
joicing is this (could they ſay ) the teStimony of our conſcience, that in [77 
plicity and godly ſmcerity——we have had our converſation. in this worl}' 

'Tis the want of this beſt pleaſure, that both rendreth the abſence of 
all othcr pleaſures grievous, and their preſence infipid : Had we a good 
conſcience we could not ſeem to want comfort z as we could not truly be 
unhappy, ſo we could hardly be diſcontent 3 without it no affluence of 
other things can ſuffice to content us. It is an evil conſcience that giyeth 
an edge to all other evils, and enableth them forely to afflict us, whith 
otherwiſe would but ſlightly touch us 3 we become thence uncapable of 
comfort, ſeeing not only things here upon earth to croſs us, but heaverity 
lowre upon us; finding no vilibleſuccour, and having no hope fromthe 
power inviſible z yea having reaſon to be diſcouraged with the fear of 
God's diſplesfure. As he thar hath a powerful enemy near, c2nnot abide 
in peace, without anxious ſuſpicion and fearz ſo he that is at variance 
with the Almighty, who is ever at hand, ready to croſs and puniſh him, 
what quiet of mind can he enjoy ? There 75 no peace to the wicked, 

2, The contemplation of our future ftate is a ſovereign medicine to 
work contentedneſs, arid to cure diſcontent - as diſcontent eaſily doth 
ſeiſe npon, and cleaveth faſt ro Souls, which earneſtly do pore anddate 
upon theſe preſent things, which have 1n them nothing ſatisfaRory br 
ſtable; ſo if we can raiſe our minds firmly to believe, ſeriouſly to con- 
fider, and worthily to prize the future ſtate and its concernments, we 
can hardly ever be diſcontent in regard to theſe things, Conſidering hex 
ven and its happineſs, how low and mean, how ſordid and vile, how ur 
worthy of our care and our aff<Gion will theſe inferiour things appear? 
How very unconcerned ſhall we fee our ſelves to be in them, and hoy 
eafily thence ſhall we be content to want them 2 What, ſhall any of usbe 
then ready to fay, doth it concern me in what rank or gatb I paſs ny 
few days here £ what conſiderable intereſt can I have in this uncertain 
and tranſirory ſtate £ what is any loſs, any diſgrace, any croſs in thi 
World to me, who am a Citizen of Heaven, who have a capacity and 
hope of the immenſe riches, the incorruptible glories, the perfect and 
endlefs joys of cternity £ This was that which ſuſtained the holy Apo 
in all their diſtreſſes 3 For this cauſe (faith St. Paul) we faint not —— wilt 
we look not on the things which are ſeen, but on the things which are nt itt, 
for the things which are ſeen are temporal, but the things which are not ſeen a 
cternal ; and Ireckon (faith he again) that the ſufferings of this preſent li 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which ſhatl be revealed in #- 

If likewiſe we do with faith and ſeriouſneſs conſider the diſinal at 
below of thoſe, who are eternally ſecluded from all joy and bliſs, whom 
irrecoverably condemned to utter darkneſs, and the extremity of norm 
pain, how tolerable, how pleaſant, how very happy will the meanelt 


[tate here appear to be? how vain a thing will it then feem to us tO be v 


diſlike, or to be troubled with any worldly thing 3 to accompt any chance 
happening to us to be ſad, or diſaſtrous? What, ſhall we fay then each of 
is this ſame loſs to the loſs of my Soul and all its comforts for ever? whit 


is this want to the perpetual want of heavenly bliſs ? what 1s this = 


it will breed a ſure confidence, that he will ever be ready to ſupply us with 
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ot be made known to God : And (addeth ſignifying the conſequence of 43 
| thspratice) the peace of God, which paſſeth all underStanding, ſhall keep 


Cm 
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gd faint pain to the crue] pangs of endleſs remerſt, to the weeping ard 
muſting of teeth in outward darkneſs, to everlaſiing burnings ? 

Thus infinitely filly and petty muſt all concernments of this life appear 
ohim, who is poſſeſſed with the belief and conſideration of matters re- 
jting tO the future ſtate 3 whence diſcontent 1n regard to them can hacdly 
nd acceſs to bis mind, | 
-,, Conſtant devotion 1s an excellent inſtrument and guard of content, 
excellent remedy and fence againſt diſcontent. | 

ſis fach in way of 1mpetration, procuring the removal, or alleviation 
o our croſſes - For God hath promiſed that 0 will give good things to thoſe Matt. 7. tr, 
tut «k, bim 5 The Lord is nigh unto all that call upon him in truth; he will hg 9. 
þf the deſire of them that fear him ; he alſo will hear their cry, and will ſave pal, 8 6. 
thn, The poor man cryeth, and the Lord heareth hin, and ſaveth him out of 197: 6. 
iſ is troubles 5 the holy Scripture 1s full of ſach declarations and promiles 
MFaring us of ſuccour from our diſtreſſes, upon our ſiipplication to God 3 
whence St, Pant thus adviſeth againſt all ſolicitude - *Be careful for nothing, Phil. 4. 7. 


kt in every thing by prayer, and ſupplication with thanksgiving, let your re- ps : 4 

23.) 
learts and minds through Feſus Chriſt, 

I likewiſe performeth the ſame by procuring grace and aid from God, 

wich may enable and diſpoſe us to bear all evils well, which is really 

mech better than a removal of them; for that hence they become whol- 


bme and profitable to us, and cauſes of preſent good, and grounds of 
fiture reward 5 thus when Sc. *Panl beſonght God for deliverance from his 2 Cor. 12: g. 


ſon inthe fleſh, the return to him was 5 ey grace 3s ſufficient for thee 3, , cox, vo. 14, 
' ſr my ſirength is made perfe@ in weakneſs ; It was a greater favour to receive 


nimprovernent of ſpiritual ſtrength, occaſioned by that croſs, then to 
kquite freed from it, | 

Devotion alſo hath tmmediately of it (elf a ſpecial efficacy to produce 
antent. As in any diſtreſs it is a great conſolation, that we . can have 

xeourſe to a good Friend, that we may diſcharge our cares and our re- 
 knments into his boſome 3 that we may demand advice from him, and, 

Ineed be, requeſt hisſuccour 5 ſo much more it muſt be a great comfort, 
lat we can in our need approach to God, who is infinitely the moſt 
 fithfal, the moſt affeQionate, the moſt ſufficient Friend that can be ; 

amys moſt ready, moſt willing, moſt able to direQ and to relieve us : 
 Tedefires, and delights, that 7 #he day of our trouble _ . 

«(ould ſeek him 3 that we ſhonld pour forth our hearts be= | $60,500) : 7 5 pig A 
fr lim, that we ſhould caſt our burthers, and our cares Pet. 5. 7. Plal. 5.8: 27. 11. 31.3, 
9 him, that we ſhould upon all occaſions implore #353 239-24 143: 1%: 91-2: 
Isguidance and aid : And complying with his deſires 

awe ſhall afſuredly find a ſucceſsful event of our devotions, fo we ſhall 

anediately enjoy great comfort and pleaſure in them. 

The God of all conſolation doth eſpecially by this chanel convey his com- 
Mt into our hearts 5 his very preſence (that preſence, in which the Pal. 15. 11. 
Pant ſaith there is fulneſs of joy) doth mightily warm and chear us ; 

Holy Spirit doth in our religious entercourſe with him infinuate a 
tlome ſerenity of mind, doth kindle ſweet and kindly affeions, doth 
liter the gloomy clouds of ſadneſs ; pratifing it we ſhall be able to ſay 
ike $I In the. multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts Pal. 94. 13. 
t my ſoul. | 
Hambly addreſling our ſelves to God, and reverently converſing with 
Wdoth compoſe our minds, and charm our paflions, doth ſweeten our 
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OudNy Surly oP dySponvar, XN | Do. # a Norrie 
1 wn pria wavy © mwie, © voors,5X,v- ſeeing (in St. ChryſoStome's language ) Excepting fin, ther 


Ceus ih, emipetcs bu ample, Oc. Chryſ, is nothing grievous or terrible among humane things 5, ut 


F of F 6. | 7 [ 1M 
ES ers overty, not ſickneſs, not diſerace, not that which ſeemei 


_ diftemper of mind, and decay of ſpiritual ſtrength £ what is any dilap 
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humour doth refreſh and raiſe'our ſpirits and ſo doth im "my II 
and nouriſh contentednefs, = : mediately breed | * 
[t alſoſtrengrhneth our faith, and quickneth our hope in God, whereby | 


we are enabled to ſupport our preſent evils, and peace of mind doth 6; 
up within us. Ping 
It enflameth our love unto God, in ſenſe of his gracious illapſes, the 
rendring us willing to endure any want or pain for his ſake, or at bike 
pointment, : | 77 

It in fine doth'miniſter a raviſhing delight, abundantly able to |; 


the defect of any other pleaſures, and to allay the ſmart of any paineR ly 
ever; rendring thereby the meaneſt eſtate more acceptable and plealin, | 


than any proſperity without it can be. So that if we be truly devout'ws 
\can hardly be difcontent : Ir is diſcoſting from God by a.negle( of eye. 


worldly regret and ſorrow. 

'Thele are general Remedies and Duties both in this and all other 16. 
gards neceſſary, the which yet we may' be induced to perform in cov 
hs, n* of this: happy fruit ( contentedneſs ) ariſing from then, 

arther, | | | 

4 It ſeryeth toward production of contentedneſs to reflet much wg 
our imperfection, unworthineſs and guilt ; fo as thereby to work vm | 
hearts a lively ſenſe of them, and a hearty ſorrow for them 3 this will dj. 
vert our ſadneſs intoits right channe], this will drown our leffer grief b 
the influx of a greater. Ir is the nature of a greatcr apprehenſion or pa 
incumbent to extitguiſh in a maniner, and ſwallow up the ſenſe of a Leſſer 
although in it ſelf grievous ; as he that is under a fit of the ſtone dot 
ſcarce feel a pang of the gout ; he that is aſſaulted by a wolf will not 6 
gard the biting of a flea, Whereas then of all evils and miſchick | 
evils are incomparably far the greateſt, in nature the moſt ugly anda 


minable, in conſequence the moſt hurtful and hornble; Ml | 


| 
| 
| 
tion, or by a negligence therein, that doth expoſe us to the incurſions of Ml | 
p 
| 
| 
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| 

1 
| the moit extream of all evil, death it felf  thoſs be | 
names only among ſuch us paſhan names of calamity, ply of F ny 
but the real calamity this, to be at variance with God, and to do ihat whit 
diſpleaſeth him 3 ſeeing evidently according to juſt eſtimation no evil bex- 
th-any proportion to the evil of Sin, if we have a due ſenſe thereof, we 
can hardly be affected with any other accident : If we can keep our 
minds intent upon the heinous nature, and the lamentable conſequences 
of Sin, all other evils cannot but ſeem exceedingly light and inconliden- 
ble 3 we cannot but apprehend it a very filly and unhandſome thing to 
reſent or regard them : What (ſhall we then judge) is poverty in compt- 
riſon to the want of a good conſcience ? what is Sickneſs compared to 


pointment to the being defeated and overthrown by tempration # whit 
any loſs to the being deprived of God's love and favour £ what any di 
grace to the being out of eſteem and reſpe& with God 2 what any ut 
faithfulneſs or 1nconſtancy of friends to having deſerted or betrayed our 
own foul ? what can any danger ſignify to that of eternal miſery, incur 
red by offending God ? what preflure can weigh againſt the load of gull 
or. what pain equal that of ſtinging remorſe 2 In fine, what condition cal 
be ſo bad as that of a wretched Sinner ? any caſe ſurely is leraga 

ſha | rabies 
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DO an OT” | WITTE - 36] 19 4 00 ey ITT ne os 
] {{firable, is lovely and ſweet in compariſon to this : Would to Gody.may 
{man in this caſe reaſonably ſay, that I were poor and , forc!orn as; any 
kepyar 3 that I were covered all over with botches and blains ay-ay,Lz- 
4; that I were bound to, paſs my days in. an hoſpital, or a. dungeon ; 
High 1 be chained to an oar, might I_Iye. upon. the;jgack, ſo. I were glear 
fmocenr * Such thoughts and aff-Qions, if refleting, on our finful;do- 
"ngs and ſtate dc ſiggelt and. imprels, what: place can there be for reſent- 
, nent of other petty crolles ? : | #09763 
4 8 Contrition alſo. upon this {core.is, produdive of a.certain ſweetneſs, and | 
6 | py4pt 19 quaſh or to allay all worldly grief :. as it worketh a ſalutary repen= 2 Cor. 7. 10. 


'% take 10t to be repented of, fo it therewith, breedeth a. latisfaftory comfort, daodhrqg - 


*» WI wich doth ever attend repentance : He that is very, ſenſible of his -guilt, Steletch. Tom. 
] amot but conſequently much value the remedy thereof, mercy.43and © 
of FF thence earneſtly be moved to ſeek it 3 then in contemplation of diyine 


wodncls, and conſidering God's gracious promiſes, will be apt to. con- 
ave faith and hope, upon his imploring mercy, and reſolution to amend; 
thence will ſpring up a chearfal ſacisfa@ion, fo poſſeſſing the heart;-,-pg to 
apel or to exclude other dilpleafures - A holy and a worldly ſadneſs can- 
wt well conlilt rogether. | 


£ 


8 Another good inſtrument of contentedneſs is ſedulous application of 
mit minds to honeſt employment, Honeſt ſtudies and cares. divert -our 
ads, and drive fad thoughts from them, : - They chear our ſpirits with 
mholeſome tood and pleaſant entertainments ;; they yield good fruits, and 
heels accompanied with fatisfaCtion, - which will extinguiſh or. temper 
ficontent « While we are ſtudious or ative, diſcontent cannot eafily 
'teep. in, and ſoon will be ſtifled, CY py 6 PIE 

ene is the great mother and the nurſe of diſcontent ; it layeth. the 
| td open for melancholly conceits ro enter 3 it yicldeth harbour to.them, 
wentertainment there 3 1t depriveth of all the remedies and allays which 
uineſs affordeth. x 


. F 


Reciprocally diſcontent alſo begetteth idleneſs, .and by it groweth + #ater me ge- 

at WY They are like ice and water, ariſing each out of the other « We {hould 

weth Wl flercfore not ſuffer any ſadneſs ſo to encroach upon us, - as to hinder vs 

ging WY fon attending to our buſinefs (the, hogeſt. works and ſtudies of our-cal- 

it); Wl ig) for it thereby will grow itronger and more hardly vincible. 

ach WM 6, A like expediment to remove difcontent is good company. It not '452995 an: 

xx- WW ey fometimes miniſtreth advices and arguments for content,, but rai- #9495 iv 

ye ff fathe drooping ſpirit, erefting it to a loving complaiſance, drawing it "© 

fittowards others in expreſitons of kindneſs, and yielding delight in thoſe 

-nces Mich we receive from others, infecting us by a kind of contagion with 
pod humour, and inſtilling pleaſant dea's into our fancy, agreeably di- 

o t0 WF fitting us from fad and irkſoine thoughts : Diſcontent affefteth retirement 

mpt- WF © ſolitude, as its element and food ; good company partly ſtarveth it 


00 
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d t0 WF Yimothering ſad thoughts, partly cureth it by exhilarating diſcourſe. No 

ſap WW a hardly can find diſpleaſure, while friendly converſation entertaineth 

op Wn; no man returneth from it without ſome refreſhment and eaſe of - 
&# by 


7 ur WF. Having right and lowly conceits of our ſelves is a moſt ſure guardian 
J our WW 4d procurer of content - For anſwerable to a man's judgment of himſe]f 
neut- & bis reſentments of the dealing he meeteth with from God or. man. He 
gull, W Utthinks meanly as he ought of himſelf, will not eafily be offended at 
n cal WY U)thing ; any thing, will he think, is good enough for me ; I deſerve 
le, 8 WY Ming from God, I cannot deſerve much of man; if I have any compe- 
rable, WI Rice of proviſion for my life, any tolerable uſage, any reſpe&, ir is 


more 
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more than my due, I am bound to be thankful : But he that — 
highly (that is vainly) of himſelf, nothing will fatisfie him '; notk; 
thinks he, is good enough for him, or anſwerable to his deſerts 3 no bo 
can yield him ſufficient reſpect 3 any ſmall negle@ diſturbeth and en; 


him 3 'he cannot endure that any man ſhould thwart his intereſt, houla- 


croſs his humour, ſhould diſſent from his opinion 3 Hence ſeeing the world 
will not eaſily be induced to conceit of him as he doth of himſelf, nor 
comply with his humours and pretences, it is impoſſible that he ſhould 
content. TONE: 

8, It conduceth to this purpoſe to contemplate and reſent the publick 
ſtate of things, .the intereſt of the World, of our Country, of Gods 
Church, The ſenſe of publick calamities will drown that of private, & 
unworthy to be conſidered or compared with them : The ſenſe of public 
proſperity will allay that of particular misfortune. How (will a yik 
and good man ſay) can I defire to proſper and flouriſh, while the State 
in danger or diſtrels * how can I grieve, ſeeing wy Country is in good 
condition F is it juſt, is it handſome that I ſhould be a Non-confornif 
either in the publick ſorrow or joy ? Indeed 

9. All Hearty Charity doth greatly alleviate diſcontent. If we bear 
ſuch a good will to our Neighbour as to have a ſincere compaſlion of his 
evils, and complacence 1n his good, our caſe will not much affli& us, 1f 
we can appropriate and enjoy the proſperity, the wealth, the reputation, 
of our Neighbour, by delighting in tkem, what can we want ; whatcan 


 diſpleaſe ns? If our heart be enlarged in pity for the misfortunes of other, 


it cannot be contracted with grief for our own : Our ſorrow, like water, 
being thus diffuſed, cannot be ſo deep but it will be more fruitful ; it will 
produce ſuch effects as will comfort and pleaſe us ; It is a ſtingy ſelfiſhne 
which maketh us ſo very ſenſible of croſſes, and ſo uncapable of comfort: 

10. Again, if we will attain contentment, we muſt take heed of ſt 
ting our affeGion upon any worldly thing whatever, ſo as very highly 


to prize it, very paſſionately to affe@ it, very eagerly to purſue it ; ſos 


to conceive our happineſs in any meaſure to bang on it, or ſtick thereto: 
If there be any ſuch thing, we ſhall be diſappointed in the acquilt, or the 
retention of it ; or we ſhall be diſſatisfied in its enjoyment. 

So to adhere in affeGion to any thing is an adulterous dilloyalty to- 
ward our Maker and beſt Friend 3 from which it is expedient that we 
ſhould be reclaimed 3 whence God (in juſt anger, or in kind mercy) will 
be apt to croſs us in our attempts to get it, or to deprive us of its pol 
ſeflion ; wheyce the diſpleaſure will follow, which always attendeth afe- 
paration from things we love. But if we be ſuffered to obtain or to retain 
it, we ſhall ſoon find diffatisfaction therein 3 being either diſguſted with 
ſome bitterneſs in it (ſuch as doth lurk in every ſenſible good) or being 
cloyed with its luſciouſneſs : it after a ſmall] enjoyment will become either 
diſtaſtful or inſipid. . ' 


This, according to continual experience, is the nature of all things | 


pleaſant onely to ſenſe or fancy, preſently to ſatiate - No beauty cal 
Jong pleaſe the eye, no melody the ear, no delicacy the palate, no cunv 
fity the fancy 3 a little time doth waſt away, a finall uſe doth wear out the 
pleaſure, which at firſt they afford : Novelty commendeth and mgratiateth 
them 5 diſtance repreſenteth them fair and lovely 3 the want or abſence 
of them rendreth them defirable ; but the preſence of them dulleth thelt 
grace, the poſlefſion of them deadneth the appetite to them. 

New objeds with a gentle and grateful touch warble upon the corporedl 


organs, or excite the ſpirits into a pleaſant frisk of motion 3 but we 
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" things, looked upon by the corporeal eye through a miſt, do ſeem big- 
If then in reality they are, ſo to the eye of our mind all things (both 
n, WF od and evil) ſeem hugely enlarged, when viewed through the foggs of 
an WY or ducky imagination, or of popular conceit. If we will eſteem that 
rs WJ nt good, which with a gay appearance dazleth our imagination, or 
er, WJ wich the common admiration and applauſe. of men recomniendeth, the 
ill FJ not vain and worthleſs, the moſt dangerous, the moſt miſchievous things 
<> WM do will appear ſuch; and if we pleaſe to accompt-thoſe things greatly | 
it; MW kdwhich look ugly or horridly to imagination, which are defamed by 
t- WF deinjudicious part of men 3 or which men .commonly do loath, do fret 
ily WY &, do wail for, we ſhall take the beſt, moſt innocent, moſt uſeful, mot 
43 WM nholeſome things for ſuch, and accordingly theſe errours of our minds 
0: IM nil be followed by a perverſe practice, produftive of diſlatisfaftion and 
the WJ dilpleaſure to us. No man ever will be ſatisfied, who valnes things ac- 

ading to the price which fancy {ctteth on them, or according to the rate 
to- WM tej bear in the common market 3 who diſtionguiſheth not between good 
we WJ adfamous, bad and infamous 3 who is affected accordingly with the want 
vil Wy « thoſe things, which men call good, with the preſence of thoſe which 
of- Wl they term bad. 
ſe- WW But if we judge of things as God declareth, as impartia) and cautiqus 
ain WW alon diftareth, as experience diligently obſerved (by their fruits and 
ith WW anſequences) diſcovereth them -to be, we ſhall have little cauſe to be 
ing Wl Wlktted by the want, or preſence of any ſuch thing which is wont to pro- 
her W ace diſcontent. 

12, We ſhould to this purpoſe take eſpecial care to fearch out through 
00% WF condition, and pick thence the good that is therein, making the beſt 
cal WW Wecan of it, -enjoying and improving it 3 but what is inconvenient or 
ri0- WF Uenfive therein declining it, diminiſhing it, tempering it ſo well as we 
the WF wy, always forbearing to aggravate it. There are 4n nature divers 
th ples, which have in them ſome part, or ſome juice very noxious, which 
ce IF Ning (evered and caſt away, the reſt becometh wholeſome food ; neither 
hel ed.is there any thing in nature ſo venomous, but that from it by art 

Winduſtry may be extracted ſomewhat medicinal, and of good uſe, 
real Wen duly applied, ſo in moſt apparent evils lieth incloſed much good, 
-n wack if we carefully ſeparate (caſting away the intermixed drofs and 
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By levigated the organs, and made the way ſo ſmooth and eafie that 


he ſpirits paſs without any ſtop, thoſe objetts are no longer felt, or very 
rintly 3 ſo that the pleaſure ceaſcth, 


Onely thoſe things which reaſon (religious and ſound reaſon) doth 


| grove, do yield a laſting (undecaying, unalterable) ſatisfation 5 if 


ye ſet our affeCtions on them, we cannot fail of content :; In ſeeking 
tem we cannot be diſappointed, for God (without any reſervation or 
aception ) hath promiſed to beſtow them upon thoſe who ſeriouſly and 


gently ſeek them: nor can we be diſpoſlefied of them; God will not 


| ake them away, and they lie beyond the reach of any other hand : Ha- 


ring them then we cannot but fully and durably be ſatisfied' in the frui- 
ig of them 3 the longer we have them, the more we (hall like them ; 
i more we. taſt them, the better we ſhall reliſh them + time waſteth 
wt, but umproveth the ſenſe of their unfading beauty and indefeRible 
ſyeetneſs. 

11. It is of great influence toward contentedneſs with an earneſt and 
mpartial regard to contemplate things, as they are in themſelves, de- 
ited of tragical appearances, in which they are wrapt by our own in- 


 anfiderate fancy, or which vulgar prejudices do throw upon them : As 


refuſe) 


of Contentment. Vol. It | F 


refuſe) we ſhall find benefit, and taſt comfort thence 5 there is oli 


ſo throughly bad, as being well ordered, and opportunely miniſtred wi 

not do us much good - So if from poverty we caft away or bear quiet! 

that which a little pincheth the ſenſe, or grateth on the fancy, and Rex, 

the undiſtratedneſs of mind, the liberty, the leiſure, the health, the d 

curity from envy, obloquy, ſtrife, which it affordeth, how ſatisfators 
may it become to us The like conveniences are in diſgrace, diſappoine. 
ment, and other ſuch evils, which being improved may endear them tQ 
us : Even Sin it ſelf (the worſt of evils, the onely true evil) may yield 
great benefits to us z it may render us ſober and lowly in our own eyes 
devout in imploring mercy, and thankful .co God for it 5 merciful and 
charitable toward others in our opinions and cenſures 3 more laborious in 
our good prafice, and watchful over our ſteps : And if this deadly pai 
well adminiſtred yieldeth «ffe&s fo exceedingly beneficial and falutz 
what may other harmleſs (though unhandſome, and unpleaſant ) thing 
do, 'being skilfully managed # 

13, It is a moſt effeQual means of procuring content, and curing dif. 
content, to rowſe and fortify our faith in God, by, with moſt ſerious ar. 
tention, refleQing upon the arguments and experiments, which aſſure wy 
concerning God's particular providence over all, over us. Ir is really in. 
fidelity (1n whole, or in part, no faith, .or a ſmall and weak faith) which 

1s at the root, as of all fin, ſo particularly of diſcontent : For hoy is i 
poſlible, did we firmly believe, and with any meaſure of attention con- | 
{ider that God taketh care of us, that he tendereth our good, that he is 
ready at hand to ſuccour us, (how then, I ſay, is it poflible) that we 
ſhould fear any want, or grievoully reſent any thing incident 2 But ye 
like St. *Peter are 32-75, of little faith,- therefore we cannot walk onthe 

\ ſea; but in'deſpair link down : Sometimes our faith is buried in oblivion 
or careleſneſs 3 we forget, or mind not that there is a Providence ; but look 
on things as if they fell out caſually or fatally ; thence expe& no redrek 
from Heaven, ſo tumble into deſpair and diſconſolateneſs. Sometimes 
becauſe God doth not in our time and our way relieve us or gratifie us we 
{lip into profane doubt, queſtioning in our hearts whether he doth indeed 
regard us, or whether any relief is to be expeted from him 3 not conli 
dering, that onely God can tell when, and how it is beſt to proceed ; that 
often it is not expedient our wiſhes ſhould be granted 3 that we are 
not wiſe enough, or juſt enough to appoint or chuſe for our ſelves; 
that it is impoſſible for God to gratify every man 3 that it would be a 
_ World, if God in his government thereof ſhonld ſatisfie all 'our 
deſires. | 

We forget how often God hath ſuccoured us in our needs and ſtraits 
how continually he hath provided for us ; how patiently and mercifully 
he hath born with us, what miracles of bounty and mercy he hath pet- 

formed in our behalf; we are Jike that diſtruſtful and inconſiderate pev- 
Pfal. 78. 42. Ple, who remembred not the hand of Ged, nor the day when he delivered ihe; 
Plal. 106, 7, Termembred not the multitude of his mercies 5 but ſoon forgat kis works, atd 
x3, 21. waited not for his counſel; They forgat God their Saviour, who had done gredt 
things in Egypt, wondrous works in the land off Ham, and terrible things 
the red Sea. he 

From ſuch diſpoſitions in us our diſcontents do ſpring 3 and we cannot. 

Plat. 22. 19. COTE them, but by recollefting our ſelves from ſuch forgetfulneſs ana neg: 
45. 1. 81. 1. ligence 3 by ſhaking off ſuch wicked doubts and diſtruſts 3 by fixing our 
59. 7: 144: 1- hearts and hopes on him, who alone can help us; who is onr Strength, 


—R , ſtrength of onr heart, of our life, of our ſalvation, 


of 


7 Patience. 


of bim (to. conclude) let us bumbly ir implore, that he in mercy would 

how upon us grace to ſubmit in all things to. his Will, to acquieſce in 
be 0 4 raragtns gladly to embrace and undergo; whatever he allot- 

tus 5 11 Every condition, and for all events befalling. us heartily to 

re, thank and bleſs him : Even fo' to the Eyer-blefſed God,.. our graci- 
maker and preſerver,. ve OT rendred all _ Ss 
1 oeaiſe, Amen. | 


—. ——_ ee . 


: ». 4 . , 
* F ” _ . 
v 4% \ I 
> - - ny G 
PER: p \ 
FSA! þ <8. . - 
be --\" OI 
3 
th A: : 
SS. ” "2 7, F Y - 
LT IR yoo 6 
by, TD  £E 
ERS 8 
Inch % k 
y 11.5 S5 -N A +3! ® - | 
FX ©; -- "RY 
ry » 4 
Fl £ i 
& 2k 
8 LC . 
CT . 4 F 
PR a9 »: 3]. bf Y " 
4 by . ' , J P 
4% : , . : p ' 
+ - "vr - % Ld 
Fe > 
v2 - 4 a 
. a 
4; Þ a @ 
IT y * 
© by - . 
+ ow 
AAS 
7 . 
£2» 
by S _—_ 3, _— "4 Fi 
o 


Of Patience. 


LL 


PET. 2; 21. 


þ 'P oe Chris ſuffered for us, OE 15 an exomple, that 
| F _- follow bis Steps. 


7 N theſe Words two things appear eſpecially obſervable 3 a duty 


: Fin nplied (the duty of patience) and a reaſon expreſſed, »which enfor- 
lt "# the practice of that duty (the example of Chris?.) - We ſhall 
pling no more Preface, or circumſtance) firſt briefly, in way of 

| xi ion and direRion, touch the duty 1t (elf, then more largely deſcribe, 

'the example: 

F ob ke word patience bath, in common uſage, a double meaning, taken 
im ; reſpect it hath unto two ſorts of objes, . ſomewhat different, 
Wore! {peteth provocations to anger, and revenge by injuries, or diſcour- 
x & Ggnifieth: a diſpolition of mind to bear them with charitable 
Twekr &, as it relateth to adverſities and croſſes diſpoſed to us'by. pro- 
wo aee,. it importeth a pious undergoing and ſuſtaining them: | That 
ek kinds of patience may. bere be underſtood, we may, conſult- 

| ud conſidering the context, eaſily diſcern - that: which immediately 
| Wo ; rg Je do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 
Wlable to God, relateth to 'good endurance 'of adverſity 3 that which 
Ke ty followeth, who when he was reviled,  reviled not. again, when: he 
þ ': threatued not, referreth to meek comporting with proyocations : 
Us Whoreore, as it looketh backward, doth recommend the' patience 
$, as forward, the patience of contumelies. . But ſeeing both. 

TK s are reducible to one more genera], comprizing both, that is, 
gl pr cemi ing evil to us, or offenſive to our ſenſe,, we may ſo explicate 

=Muy of paticnce, as to include them both. 

: L 24 ce then is that vertue, which qualifieth us to bear all conditions, 
YU £1 vents, by God's diſpoſal incident to us, with ſuch apprehenfions 
Mperlwaſ ons of mind, ſuch diſpoſitions and affections of heart, ſuch 
a, wa I OK —_— and gy _ life as. God: requireth, and __ 
W*- 3 realon 


of Patience... 


"raddin direceth. Its nature will, I qonccive, be Cafe: beſt by 6 «6-4 
ſidering the chief ats which it produceth, and wherein eſpecial W | 
Ps thereof conliſteth o the which briefly are theſe. a "rib Rar: 
A thorough perſwaſion, that 'nothing befalleth vs by fre," at 
hands, or by the meer agency of inferiour cauſes, but that all'p Yrog 
Jobs.6. eth from the diſpenſation, or with the allowance of God, (that, 2m = 
Lam. 3. 38. doth not come forth of the duſt, nor doth trouble ſpring ont of the \ pg; ng 
but that all, both good ard evil proceedeth out of the month of the n mat 
2 Sam, 16, 10. according as David refleted, when Shimei reviled him 5 Ley bin r (6 
the good King) curſe, becauſe the Lord bath ſaid unto bigs,” L 
Job 1.21. and as Fob, when he was ; ws of all his goods, acknowled 
Lord gave, andthe Lord hath taken away. TY Go ' 
2. ; belief, that all occurrences (however adverſe, . A f = OY 
our aefir are well confiſtent with the Juſtice, wiſdom ol MY 
God ;"fo that we cannot reaſonably diſapprove, T_ at, or « 
hows. z but are bound and ready to avow With the Phalmiſ, Way p il %; 
= 54 * paths are mercy and truth; He is righteous in all his ways, and born inal bis 
2Kings 20.19. works 3 to judge and ſoy. with -Heze&iah, Good is the word of WieTong. 
Pſal. I19. 75» which thou beſt ſpoken 3 z toconfeſs with David unto him, I know, od. 
that thy judgments are right ; and that thou in faithfulneſs haſt afflicted me, 
"X fall atisfaRtion of mind, that.all (even the moſt bitter, and fid | 
"TIER accidents) do (according to God's purpoſe) tend, and conduge” oy : 
Jam. 1. x2. good 5 acknowledging the truth of thoſe divine Aporiſins ; ; Hapyy ittle | 
Prov. 3.12. yan whom God corredeth 3 whom the Lord lovets be corredeth, enen' Saf 
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Heb. 12. $- 


Rev. 2. 19. Fher the Son, in whom he delighteth, As many as 1 love I rebuke, kD. 
4- An entire ſubmiſſion, and reſignation of our wills to thi 
Gol: ; ſapprefling all rebellious inſurreions, and grievous. reſent et Y 
heart againſt his providence 5 which may diſpoſe us heartily to fa 4 -þ 


apo 22-42 our Lord, Let not my will, but thine be done ; with good Eb, It s 


: Wes 18 Let hins do what ſe fſeemeth him good ;. with David, Here I am, let 
me Fes ar good to him; yea even with Socrates, If jo it oy 
ſo teri M 
Bearing adverfities calmly, chearfully and courageoully ; ; for Mes Ay 
be diſcompoſed with anger, or orief 3 3 not to be put out of hun NG 
to be dejected or diſheartened ; but in our diſpoſition of min torelemnble 
2 Cor. 6. 10. | the primitive Saints, who were ds Auriupe de} 5 aicarres, 6 8 grieves * F 
Heb. 10. 34: always rejoicing 3 who took Joyfully the fpoiling of their goods, W | hes - 
Jam. 1-2: ed jtiall\ joy when they fell into divers tribulations, , IM roi > 
6, A hopeful confidence in God for the removal or eaſement of Reon 
flitions, and for his gracious aid to ſupport them well; a | 
Lam. 3. 26. pay rules and precepts © 1t is. good that a man ſhould both wn 
Plal. 37. 7. qwietly for the ſalvation of the Lord ,, Reſt in the' Lord, oy pe om 
27. 14 fur bim; wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he "ſtall ' ſtrengthen Tem: 
heart 3 according to the | pattern of ' David, who, in fuch” a.ca cale, "WF 
Plal. 42.5 rouſed and Raid himſelf : Why art thou ca dows, O my ſoul, »dgply 
thou diſquieted within me ? hope thou in God, for 1 ſhalt yet praife oh | 
help of bis countenance 3 and after the holy Apoitles, who in 
2 Cor. 4. 8, lorn eſtate could ſay, We are troubled on every ſide, yet not py je ft : # 
are perplexed, but not in deſpair ; perſecuted, but not forſulen'" aſe G00h 
but not defirozed. $658 


4 : 


re! _ | 


7. A willingneſs to continue, during God's pleaſure, * in 0 | i ch 
ſtate, without wearineſs, or irkſome longings for alteration. bo 
Frov. 3. 11. to that advice of the whe Man, My ſor, deſpiſe not the chaſtmin 
over be weary of his correttion 1, and that of the Apoitle, bal 


tbo 


"x; example 3 Conſidering him that endured ſuch cantradiftion-of ſiuners Heb. 12. 3 
- 8% 1 himſel leſt we be weary, and, faint in our minds. | +: FT -# | 
2 A lowly frame of mind. (that is,, being ſober. in, our conceits of gar 
Þ awes. ſenfible of ourunwortbineſs, and; meanneſs, - of our natural. frail- 
£. = oenury and wretchedneſs 3 of 'our, manitold. defects and -thiſcarriages 
© ocaice3 being meek and gentle, tender and pliable in our temper and; 
ame of ſpirit 3 being deeply affeted with reverence and dread toward 
© awfal majeſty, mighty power, perfe& jultice'.and fanQity. of . Gods 
his.) wrought ; by; our adverſity: effeftually, -,aecording to its delign, 
ling our. baughty ſtomach, ſofining our hard hearts, mitigating our 


S ei h tumours 3 according to-St:; *Peter's injunRtion,  *Be bumebled under, x Pet. 5, 5. 
temebts hand of God 3. and God's, own approbatian. joined with a graci» 
promiſe, To this, ran will I look, even to kin that: 3s of. 4 poor and cou- Ex. 65. 2. 
as (irit, and trembleth at my word, = 

5 Reſtraining our; Tongues from. all diſcontentful, complaints, and = 
memurings, all profane, harſh,  unſayoury expreſſions, \importing dif- | 
Safure, or diffatisfattion in. God's dealing toward us, arguing deſpara- 

4m or diſtruſt in him 3 ſach as were thoſe of the impatient and incredu- 
hs Ifeaelites 5 They ſpake againit God, and ſaid, can God farniſh.e table in Pal-78.19,20, 
ewilderneſs ? behold he (mote the rock, that the, waters guſhed ont, and the 

| Treas over flowed 5, can he give bread alſo, can be provide fleſh for bis people? 

Ach as they uſed, of whom the "Prophet ſaid When they,; ſhall be bun- 1a. 8. ar. 
nm, they will fret themſelves, and curſe their King, and tbeir God ; ſuch. as 

ey were guilty of, whom St, Fade: calleth yſvmr y wprluuires, murmur Jude 16. 
tm, and querulous perſons Cor ſuch as found fault with -their; lot). that . 

jt his ſtiled, charging God foolſbly 5 for abſtaining from which (not- 


withſtanding the preſſure of his moſt grievous calamities) Foh is commen+ _\ 
& (where 'tis ſaid, Fob ſirned not, neither charged God fooliſbly.) that Job 1+ 22- 
nbich the Prophet condemneth -as, unreaſonable; in that expoſtulation;z ,, 
Mhrefore doth the living man complain 2 In ſuch caſes we ſhould ſmother Lam: 3. 35- 
tpaſſions in a (till and ſilent demeanour, as the P/almiſt adviſed, and as Pi 37: 7- 


epnattiſed himſelf : I was dumb (faith be) ard opened not my mouth, becauſe pos of 
Ios thy doings, Yea contrariwile patience requireth. | 4 aa | 


Pe 


Av 


16, Bleſſing and praiſing God (that is, declaring our hearty fatisfaCti- 
in God's proceedings with us, acknowledging his wiſdom, juſtice and 
-godneſs therein, expreſling a grateful ſenſe thereof, as wholfome and 
" cial to us) in conformity to Fob, who, upon the Joſs of: all his com- 
ins, did thus vent his mind 2 The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken Job". 21- 
ay; bleſſed be the name of the Lord. | 
© 11, Abſtaining from all irregular and unworthy courſes toward the 
es - chuſing rather to abide quietly under 
lieve or relaxe our 


np; 
f 


inconvenience, or diſtreſs, than. ſetting our faces toward Egypt, Or has Jer. 42. 15. 
Mp recourſe to any ſaccour which God difalloweth 3 according to what 

Meplied in that reprebenſion of St. Paul, Now therefore it is utterly 4 fault x Cor. 6. 7. 
Wing Jon, becauſe ye go to Law one with another 5, Why do ye not rather take 

We ; why do ye not rather ſuffer your ſelves to be defrauded ? and inthat 

Wice of St. Peter 5 Let them that ſuffer according to the will of God, com- \ yet. ,, 19. 
ow | 2 wit 
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I Cor. 4. 12 


x Pet. 2. 23+ 


3+ 9+ conſly. 
rdt 


» i ul 


Matt.s. 21,24» e 2 , ? 4 
Pſal. 37. 8: H:defigns toward mer 
- © * to farther'it, as we ſhall 


IR, fits and good turns 3 according to thoſe woos 


__ #hem that hate you, "Bleſs thems that curſe you : Bleſs them that perfecutt 30, 
wy 23M bleſs and curſe not : See that rione render evil for evil : "Be pitiful, be colrieon, 
wary oo 5 40k rendring ev#l for evil, -oy railing - for railing, but contrariwiſe bleſſing 3 F, 
Prov. 25. 21. thine eneity kunger, feed kim 3 if he thirſt, give him drink; Say not I'willdoto 
an is 4 him as he hath done to me" 1 will-ve:der to the man according to his work: St 
20. 22, fhou not 1 will recompenſe evil, but wait onthe Lord, and he ſhall ſave thee, © 
- 24. In fine, Patience'doth'include and produce a'general mecknels 6d 
kindneſs of affeQion, together with an enlarged ſiveetneſs, and plealant 
neſs in converſation and carriage toward all men 3 implying, that, ho 
hard ſoever our caſe, how forry or ſad our condition is, we are not there- 
fore angry with the World, becauſe we do not thrive, or fouriſh init; 
that we are not diffatisfied, or diſpuſted with the proſperous eſtate of other 
men 3 that we are not become ſullen or froward toward any math, he- 
Rom, 12, is, Cauſe his fortune excelleth ours; but that rather we do rejoize with ti! 


that rejoice 3 we do find complacence, and delight in their good fo, 


- od % > = 44 EI 
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Þ & borrow farifattion. and; pleature. from | their enjoymenss - 
TR theſe and the hke ads, the. procice of this vertue; (a vertue, which 
Joc ci this Rate of inward weakneſs, and outward trouble, ſhal 

© mach need and frequent ocealion te exerciſe) egnfiſteth/3, unto which 

qottioe, cen Philoſophy, natural xeaſon, and common fenfe.do ſuggeſt - | 
oy inducements 3 the tenour of our boly Faith and Rebigjan\rdo-fupply.:1/ 


— 


* 
- 


2nd better 3 but.nothing cat} more clearly: direct, or-more power- 
ly excite thereto, . than; that admirable: example, by which.gur, Texc 
{abenforce It : Nome, penopel of. thoſe ratiqnal-inducements- we ſhall 
 aronily touch, then inſiſt upon this example...; \- 1970 


+ 


will generally. induge-us to bear:patiently. all. things incident, if we 
 aaider, That it is the naturs) right;and prerogative.of God. to diſpoſe of 
things, toaſlign one ſtation bere,: and allot our) portion to ws 5 -whence 
48a moſt, wrongful inſalence in us,. by complaining of our ſtate,” to con- 
his right, or impeach his management thereof + That we :are obliged 
-pGod's free bounty for numberleſs great benefits;and: fayours 3 | whende 
ts vile. ingratitude to. be diſpleafed; for the. want of ſome -lefler incon- 
ejences : That God having undertaken, and promiſed ta. ſupport and 
 ſiccour 1s, It 18 a heinous affront to diſtruſt him, and: conſequently to be 
ifatisfied with our condition : ''That ſeeing Gad doth infinitely better 
 wderſtand what is good for us, than we'can do 31' he is better affeted to- 
jad us, and more truly loveth us than we da.aur ſelves ; be/with an 
queſtionable right hath an uncontraulable power to diſpoſe of: us, . it is 
Mreaſonable to acquieſce in his choice of our ſtate': That fince we have 
 wclim to any good, or any. pleaſare, and; thence in with-holding jany, 
prong is done to us, 'tis unjuſt and frivolous ta murmur, or:grumble;; 
keweare, by nature, God's ſervants,; it-is fit the appointment of our 
mak, our garb, our diet, all our accommodations, ..and employments in 
bs family, (hould be left entirely to,his diſcretion. and pleaſure - That we 
king grievous Sinners, . leſs thax. the- leaſt of God's mercies,, meriting no 
pod, but deſerving fore puniſhment from him,- it-is-juſt, that we ſhould 
zhighly. content and thankful for any thing on this fide death and damna- 
| WH ww: That our afflitions, being; the-natural fruits and reſults of our 
b theice, or voluntary miſcarriages, it 1s reaſonable-. we ſhould blame our 
WT fs rather than pick quarrels with Providence for them. That our 
ny aodition, be it what it will, cannot, being duly eſtimated, be extremely 
x kd or inſupportably grievous 3 for that as no condition here is perfealy 
6 WW purely good (not deficient in ſome accommodations, not blended with 
to 
on, 


{ine troubles) fo there is none that hath not its conveniences and com- 
' fits; for that it is our fond conceits, our froward humours, our perverſe 
, ayiours, which create the miſchieb adherent to any (tate ;.. for that alſo 
oy forelorn ſoever our caſe is, we cannot fail, if we pleaſe, of a capa- 
ay to enjoy goods far more than countervailing all poſſible want. of theſe 


Sy WW $96, or preſence of theſe evils 3 we may have the uſe of our reaſon, 'a 

raence, hope in God, aſſurance of God's love and favour,” abun- 
and Wy 4nce of fpiritual bleſſings here, and a certain title to eternal glory and 
ant- WY fl hereafter 5 which if we can have, - our condition cannot be deemed 


Weomfortable. That indeed our adverſity is a thing very good and whol- 
ere- We, very profitable and deſirable, as a means: of breeding, improving. 
it; WM Wexerciling the beſt vertues, of preparing us for, and entitling us to 
her WY beſt rewards, That our ſtate cannot ever be deſperate, our adver- 
be- by probably may not b@laſting (there being no.connexion between the 
jew WE Pirlent and the future, viciſſitudes being frequent, all things depending - 
xe, © ®ike arbitrary diſpenſation of God; who doth always pity us, and, 3s 
We apt 
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apt to relieve us.) That however our affliction will 'not outtiye 


M— 
em 


ſelves, and certainly muſt ſoon expire with our life. - That this Wi :. 
not a place of perfett convenience, or pure delight ; we come not Bl 
to do our will, or enjoy. our pleaſure, we ate not born to make Jaws") Mi 
Job 5.7- © pick our condition here 3 but that #rovble is natural and proper to 4M; 
1 Cor. 10. 13+ are born thereto, as the ſparks flie upwards.) Np tribulation ſeiſeth wo) nj 


ſuch as is bumane 5 whence tis reaſonable that 'we contentedly hear - 
croſſes ſutable to our nature and ſtate, That' no adverſity is in kiw 
or degree, peculiar to us, but if we ſurvey the conditions of 'othes mah. 
(of our brethren every where, of our neighbours all 'about us)' and ape 
pare ourcaſe with theirs,” we ſhall find, that we have many cotiſorts nd 
aſſociates in adverſity, moſt as ill, many far worſe beſtead than our flyers. 
whence it muſt be a great fondneſs and perverſenefs' to be diſpleiſed thy 
we are notexempted from, but expoſed to bear a''ſhare in the@nmos. 
troubles and burthens of mankind, That it hath particularly been the. 
lot of the beſt men (perſons moſt excellent in vertue, and moſt dew x. 
God's favour )to ſuſtainadverlity'; 'and it therefore becomethiis willinaty 
and chearfully to accept it, Thar, in fine, patience it (elf isthe by 
remedy to eaſe us in, /to reſcue us from adverſity, for it cannot” mach an. 
noy us, if we bear it patiently, God will, in mercy, remove it; if we 
pleaſe him, by demeaningour ſelves well under it 5 but that impatience - 
doth not at all conduce to our relief, doth indeed exaſperate, and avg. : 
ment our pain : Such conſiderations may induce us to a patience ingenery 


reſpeQing all ſorts of evils, 


There are alſo reaſons particularly diſpoſing to bear injuries and cont. 
melies from men calmly and meekly, without immoderate wrath, rated. 
rous hatred, or ſpiteful revenge toward them : ' Becauſe they do proceed 
from divine providence, diſpoſing or permitting then: (for the trial of our 
patience, the abaſing our pride, the exerciſing of ſome other vertues, o& 
tor other good purpoſes) to fall upon us : Becauſe vindication' of ti. 
demeanours committed againſt us doth not appertain tous 3 we not being 
competent Judges of them, nor rightful executors of the puniſhm 
due to them 3 God having reſerved to himſelf the right of deciſion, 'at 

Rom. 12. 19. Power of execution - Vengeance is mine, ſaith the rd I will repay #. 
_ 222, Becauſe we are obliged to interpret charitably the aCtions of our neigh 
5s. © *” bour, ſuppoſing his miſcarriages to proceed from infirmity, from miſtake 
Vid. Tert. 4 of from ſome cauſe, which we ſhould be rather inclinable to excuſe, than 
pet: #9. 1% to proſecute with hatred, or revenge. Becauſe indeed our neighbour 
molt culpable offences, as iſſuing from diſtemper of mind, are more res 
ſonably the objeCts of compaſſion, and charity, than of anger, or ill-will 
Becauſe we are bound to forgive all injuries by the command of God, atid * 
in conformity to his example, who pafſeth by innumerable moſt hemous'; 
Pſal. 145, 8, Offences commirted againſt himſelf 3 Gracious is the Lord, and full of com 
86.15, paſſion, ſlow to anger, and of great mercy ; long-ſuſfering, and plenteom in met- 
cy and truth; ſo muſt we be alſo, if we will be like him, or pleaſe bim- 
Becauſe we our ſelves, being ſabject to incur the ſame faults in kind,” or 
greater in value, do need much pardon, and ſhould thence be ready t0 
allow it unto others ; both in equity, and in gratitude toward God (ſt 
Matt. 18. 32 that in the Goſpel be applied tous; O thou wicked ſervant, 1 forgave yhee 
all that debt, becauſe thou deſiredit me 5 Shouldſt not thou alſo have had cow: 
paſſion upon thy fellow-ſervant, even as I had pity on thee Becauſe God hath 
Matt. 5: 14, Made it a neceflary conduion of our obtaining mercy ; promiſing usfa a 
—eg7y > if we yield it, menacing us extremity, if we refuſe it : Jf ye forgi®t oo 


ME IT ns their treſpaſſes, our keavenly father will alſo forgive you ;' But if ye fore 
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= B< ,o» their 1reſpaſſes, neither will your father forgive yoar treſpaſſes. 
ir $726 our neighbour ſuffering by our revenge in any manner (in his 
W. intereſt, or reputation) doth not any-wiſe profit us, or benefic 
Rſtate, bat needleſly doth multiply and. encreaſe the ſtock. of miſchief 
& World; yea commonly doth bring farther evil upon our ſelves, pro- 
2 him tO g0-ON in offending us, rendring him more implacably bene 
olt-us, engaging us conn oneegrr in ſtrife and trouble : Becauſe 
Zong, 00 diſgrace, no prejudice we can receive from men'is of much 
agence to us, if our mind be-not diforderid, if we are free from 
(bad; paſions, which really are the worlt evils that can befal us. 
i, io fine, impatience it (elf is infignjfifgant,, and incffeual to any 
purpoſe 3: or rather produceth ill eff: It doth "Yo. V4.3 NIC 
cur -0uT wound, or allwage our gr if; it removeth fruftus ledentis in dolore laſs eft, Tert, 
convenience, nor repaireth any damage we have ae par. 8. 
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on WE Le other enflornceh of diſtemper, and ao- Si patientie incubabo,non dolebo;ſi non 
he | Gech our pain 3 more really indeed moleſting ans Oy rate. ID. 20. 
LE Eine us, than the injury or diſcourteſie which cauſeth it : Thus briefly 

) Wh reaſon dictate to us the praftice: of all patience, - . 

T it the example propoſed by the Apoitle here, and otherwhere by St. 


Tal (Let the ſame mind: be in you, which was alſo in Chriit Feſus ) by Phil. 2. 5. 

ts Apoſtle to the Hebrews (Let ws run with patience the race that is ſet before yev, 12, x, 2. 
is Looking #nto Jeſus the - anthour. and- finiſher of our faith— -) by our | | 
[ad b (elf (Learn of me, for I am meek. and lowly) that doth in a more Matt. 11. 22: 
Tidy manner expreſs how in ſuch cafes we ſhould deport our ſelves, and 

wi ſteor ply engageth us to comply with duries. of this nature, Let us 
therefore deſcribe it, and recommend it. to your coofideration. 

Mhecxample of our Lord was indeed in-this kind the moſt remarkable /74. Tertull. 
Werer was preſented, the molt perfect that can be imagined ; He was, bog + Pat: 
bojeall expreſſion, wav of ſorrows and acquainted with grief; he did un- 7. 2. p. 315. 
Enike, as to perform the beſt works, fo to endure the worſt accidents, 1 53: 3: 


pukict humane nature 1s ſubje&t z his whole lite being no other than one 
amual exerciſe of patience, and meeknels, 1n all the parts, and to the 
anoſt degrees of them: - If. we trace the footſteps of his lite, from the 


ha ; 


Wd Manger tothe bloudy Croſs, we ſhall not be able to obſerve any 
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oh- "iter of complacence, ſcarce any of comfort (in reſpe&t to his natural 
it Wt anorldly (tate) to have befallen him. p ” 
Mn WH foparcntage was mean, to appearance, and his birth, in all exteriour 


umitances, deſpicable : 1x.n0t this the Carpenter's Son £ were words of Matt. 13. $5- 
Ieaipe and offence, upon all occaſions throwp upon him. —wn EOS 
life was ſpent not onely in continual labour, and reſtleſs trave}, but 
nad poverty, yea in extream penury, beneath the ſtate, not onely of 
Kmeaneſt Men, but of the moſt ſhifting Beaſts :- The foxes have holes, Matt. 8. 20. 


Mite birds of the air have neſts, but the Son of man hath not where to lay 
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"For his neceſſary ſubſiſtence we find him often deſtitute of ordinary wat. 21. 18, 
Jonſon (as when he ſought food fromthe barren paperee) often indebted 19. 


| wk S, NDON - 
Rittorhe courteſie, and (as it were) alms of the vileſt people, of Publicans NR 


al Sizvers :. fo If iuis inidxdoon be was (as the Apoſile faith) a beggar for #9. dejpexir. Tert. 
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let may we never perceive him any-wiſe diſcontented with, or com- ? Cor. 8: 9. 
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Jaining of his condition 5 not diſcouraged, or depreſſed in ſpirit there- 
I; not ſolicitouſly endeayouring atiy corretion or change thereof 5 but 
Mingly embracing ir, heartily acquieſcing therein 3 and, notwithſtand- 
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rgive » ng his main defigns of procuring /glory to God, and benefit tomen: 2 
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Nor'did he onely with content undergo the incommodities &f 3%. = 
eſtate; but he was ſurrounded with continual dangers 3” the "moſt! xk BW 
ful-men of thofe times (enraged . with envy, ambition and ayiticey; ” Bi 
ſperately maligning him 3 and being inceſſantly attentive upon all*G@es BY 


Lo 


John 15. 18. Ons to moleſt, hurt and deſtroy him :' The world Cas he faith him BY 


is, all the powerful and formidable 'part of' the World) hating we's'y 4 
did not this any-wiſe diſmay, or diſftmper him, nor cauſe hin: ei. 
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im- " 
repine at his condition,/ or decline his duty. He utterly diſre ada”; » BP 
their ſpiteful machinations, perfiſting immoveable in the profecy As 
his pious and charitable undertakings, 'to the: admiration of 'thoſs $i 

John 7. 25. Obſerved his demearour : loqgp:#his he (faid they) whom they ſeek to lth 
but lo he ſpeaketh boldly. ' uu bg Toke: 'c-; 0 

Luke 4. 3o- He did indeed ſometimes opportunely ſhun their fury, and prides 
_ ro 27- did cludetheir ſnares, 'but never went' violently to repel them; orto ws. 
* © cute ahy'revenge forthems improving the wonderful power he'was 
dued with, altogether to the advantage of mankind, never to the tw 

or hurt of his malicious enemies, -: 4 LOOT 

Senſible enough he was of the: cauſelefs hatred they bare him ; (hin 


John 15. 25. 6# 9vg6ds, They, ſaid he, have hated me. for nothing';,) and of their 6th "ol 
ingratitudez yet never could he be provoked to reſent, or requite thite.. 
dealing 5 ſee how mildly he did expoſtulate the caſe with them They | 
John 10. 31. (faith St. John ) the Jews took up ſtones to Stone him : Jeſus anſwered then. 
e/Many good things have 1 ſhewed you from my Father, for which- of thoedy * 
ye ſtone me? FOE £8705 ERR oh. 
- Tobe extremely hated, and inhumanely- perſecuted without" any faul - 
committed, -or juſt occaſion offered, is greatly incenfive of humane a0. 
on; burfor the pureſt,' and ſtrongeſt good-will, for the moſt unexpiillihle | 
beneficence, to be recompenced with moſt virulent reproaches, ttiolt olliois 
{landers, moſt outrageous: miſuſages, How: exceeding was that- meek, 
which without any fignification of regret, or diſguſt, could endure TRY 

Matt. 23. 37. Out of moſt tender charity, and ardent deſire of their ſalvation, hein- 
ſtructed them, .and inſtilled heavenly dodtrine into their- minds, what 
thanks, what reward did he receive for that great favour # tobe reputed; - 

John 7. 12- and reported an Impoſtour :+ aaa # #xaw, be (aid they) doth Tmpole us. 

Matt. 27. 63 on the people. ey : | i 5 

He took occaſion to impart the great bleſſing of pardon for Sin-tolome 
of them, confirming his authority of doing it by a miraculous*workel- 
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goodneſs : How did they reſerit ſuch an obligation ? | by accomnijxringlim 
Matt. 9. 3,6. a blaſphemer : "Behold (faith St. Matthew) certain of the Sov "” | 
within themſelves, this man blaſphemeth :. Which moſt harſh 8nd unchin 
table cenſure of theirs he did not fiercely reptchend, bur calmly-dileulled; 
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and refuted by a clear reaſoning 5 7 wwpii: mms; ' Wherefore co el 
evil in your hearts ; for whether is eaſier to ſay, thy: ſins are. forgiven: tht, 
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Ingratos cura- 
it. inſidiat . . - s bY 

I 0- * Jay, ariſe and walk ? that is, Is it not credible that he, who can xrlom 
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1 d | Ted "1 he) divided. anls i 1. Jelf. 5 #i hi to deſolation” — _ if 
* Bl tif ont Satan, be 3s divided. againſt himfelf's how they (ſhall' bis "Kii2. 
© i. lord 2 that is, the Deyal better anderitands papa ray thar-ro/bHHe: 
df go 1 in diſpoſſefſing;himſelf.,.' - *- 3 NON bY 
t' ſedid conſtantly. labour'in-reclaiming ibis edges virocecarid f89%in 
ring them to; God add: goodie, in propoting. fair overtire#eF 
4 F vand mercy. to them; iti ſhewing themby' word and: praQice 'thefiite 
pr 3: What iſſue was there: 66a]! his'careand pains? Whit 
| , diſtruſt, diſappointment; -rejeftion-of himſelf; of what' he: 
by [onbat; he, did ? Who hath believed onr report, rand to whomibath ng 12. 3%, 
end tte: Lord. beex revealed # ''was al 997% de Gy verified 
hf urge toward hims, lf: 74 OCT 
and the like uſages; which he perpetually did encouriter;” be 
At ay received without'any paſſionate diſturbance ofimind; any: bit- 
0-Gions upon. that- Generation, any: revergefubzenterpriſes- againſt 
kn; yea requited them with continued earneſtneſs of hearty Hefires; 
[a hborious endeavours foritheir good, fo 1 7 wel bi ot 
Wo obſerve the ingrateful diſreſpefts of his owt: Cotmtreymen; 
Mfindred toward him,. which. be. paſfett--over without any grievons 
& in; rather/excuſiog it, byi noting, that. entertainment to hive been OR RE. 
liar accident to himſelf, but uſual to all of like einen 5 PL _ ma 
Vopk | (laid he } is acceptable in his. own countrey, .. 
Mar alſo; mention-;is: patient ſuffering repulſes : | Non 16 ſaltem ctvitati que eum rect- 
bor hſtangers 3. as when bug refuſed: adinittance into > fe none; iratw eft, cum etiam diſs | 
cipuli tam contumelioſo oppido celeſtes 
tans Village, and bis; Diſciples/-being :incenſed --;;12; repreſentar vohdſent Tert,” 
by xt rude diſcourteſie, would heveGrteatied down Tt $3.9 
knfeaven to. conſume thoſe Churls, -hereſtrained their wiadvided wrath, 
Uk $cxprefied his admirable meekneſs.z - The Sor A man is not come to Lake 9.53,56- 
y ens lives, but to ſavetber:.. 
Wh might likewiſe remark his meek comportingiwith: the ſtupid Grd 
werle. incredulity of his Diſciples, notwithſtanding ſo .many? preg-* Luke g. 41. 
Ut J [if palpable inducements continually':exhibited for confirmation of once. Fora 
ar fa ith 3 5 the which he no. otherwiſe, than-ſometime gently, admoniſh- nn foi 
(ther of,: Gyjng ng,. 7? Jeni b5s tuggoangn Why: are. ze frerful, O: grof little - qt 
| b [1 invgiares ii idiraazs ; O thou of ſmaif faith,"\ why didit- thou doubt d x 8. 26, 
ji ſtat :ſhould:1 ind on' theſe, although 'very-remarkable- inltancer” £14. 3l- 
i Rethat one ſcene of his moſt-grievoys: (ſhall Layyiorglorious): paſſion 
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(0 = unto us a perfet, and moſt: hively :umage of the higheſt 
bar Rene FF 00d meekneſs poſlible <- of the greatelt forrow:that ever' was' or 
yet of x, patience ſurmounting at 5 of theextreameſt malice that 
rcopeingd, yet of a charity overſwaying it3: of injury | 'moſt'! in- 
,yet\gf. a meckneſs/ willingly and bacethy. bearing. it: | There 
Wye = he greaceſt provocations from all hands to Salliogerd ani- 
ey 'of picix, and imemperate heat-of. ſpeech, yet no. diſcovery of the 
Waiorderly, angry, -or_revengeful. thought, the: leaſt raſh, bitter or 
i bn | L word, but all, undergone with cleareſt fereyy of mind, and 
yo fn ies of coeogs any all \ ao 
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Matt. 26. $0. 0. he > he uſed the moſt eourtcous and endearing ee terms: <Praign is" 3 dp 6 


braid, gid he ſtorm at them? Did he chieaith to diana, tw Ki i 
Matt. 26. 40, BE onely firſt gently. admoniſheth them : Whaz, corld ye mot idclivg by 
4 with me? thenalittle exciteth them, Watch and pray, that” ye 9 i 
10:i texptation:: He withal ſuggeſted an excuſe for their drowſinkſ 
dulnde 4 The Spirit is wilting but #he- fleſh is weak « in fine; he iadils alog. 
their weakneſs, letting: _ alone, faying, agddten only Sy! ” up 
ang. take your reſts -: "4 | 6 2181 
Matt. 26.31, When he forelaw they would be afferded! at bis (to appearanes) 4 
aſtrous eſtate, and featfully would deſert him, he yer exprelſed/ti6 int 
nation againſt them, or decreaſe of affeAion toward ther npon thts 
but fimply. mentioneth it, as unconcerned in it,- and not af cs therby, 
And the unworthy Apoſtaſie of that Diſciple; whom he had-eſpecally 
favoured and dignified, he onely-did mildly forewarn him-of; requitih 
+... +... foreſeen by the promiſe of his own effectual prayers for- hivſippoſt re. 
Luke 22. 61, COVEry 3nd When St, Peter had commited: that heinous: fa, "Our 'g wel 
$2. Lott" onely looked on him with an eye of charity and compaſſion z' whic 
Hi more efficaciouſly ſtruck him; than-the moſt dreadful threat 3 of ſhi nl | 
prebenſion could have: done 3 "Peter thereupon went ont, ani "wept buioth, 
When.the High-Prielts officer,- upon no-reaſonable vevalion, did'injn- 
riouſly and ignominiouſlly ſtrike him, he returned onely this mild' polto- 
John 38. 23. lation) ++ 1f. 1 have ſpoken evil; bear witneſs of the evil ; if will, wh faieft 
Cypr. Ep+65: thou mes Thatis, 1 adviſe thee to proceedinia fiir ane: legal way ayalal 
me, Not-to deal thus boiſterouſly' and wrongfully, to thyown bath," fin 
__ Evencareful-and tender hewias of thoſe, "who were the'mſtrumentst 


his ſufferiog 3 be prote&ted therh from harth,- who condifted\ Him to 
Luke 22-51, ecution 3 as we-{ee inthe caſe'of. the HighPhiets ſervitht,” 4Þ 


(oc. 


Who "wit 
more zeal, than wherewith he-ever' regarded his own' ſafety)" he defthd- 
ed from; the fury of, his own friend, and: cured -of the' words" ecelve; 
in the way of perſecuting himſelf. x TORO 

All his demeanour wa þr that great Trial was ; perfe&ly cali? not the 
leaſt regret, or reluctancy of mind,” the leaſt contradidion, vr obloquy 
ifa, 53. 1” Of ſpeech appearing therein 3 ſuch'ic was as became the'lamb of God,” Wit 

was tO take away the fins of the world; by a willing'oblation'vf Hi 
Ia. 50-5. ag did exaGtly correſpond to the ancient Prophecies z He was oppre 4, 
he was afflifted, yet he opened not his moith 5 he was brought ds « Lawb ie 
ſlaughter, aud as a ſheep before the ſhearer is dumb, fo be Wyened nit bit won, 
and, { gave my back, zo the ſmiters,' and my checks to them that plucked off th 
hair 1 3 1 hid not #vy face from ſhame" and ſpitting,” 

Neither did hd wrongful {landers-deviſed and: :alledged againſt bit vV i 
ſuborned witneſſes, nor the virulent invectives of | the Prieſts, Hor the'var 
barousclamours of the people, nor the coritemptuous Fitting npon 
and buffering hin, nor the cruel ſcourgings,” "hor the eomuithelious ious tib6 
keries,. nor all the bloudy tortures 'inflited' #þ0n him, * NY I 

. one ſyllable.importing any difſatisfaftion in his Eaſe, any wrath conceive 
for his miſuſages, any grudge or All-will in his mind tetra bis 
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hut on the contrary, inſtead of hatred: and revenge he declared the 
act kindnels and charity toward them, praying heartily. to God his 
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"her for the pardon of their fins. | Inſtead of aggravating their crime 
ad injury againſt him, he did in a fort extenuate and excuſe it,, by confi-— .-. 
lation of their ignoranceand miltake.: Lord, (ſaid he, in the height of Luke 23. 34: 


ſufferings) forgive then, for they know not what they do, The life they 
| þyiolently bereaved him of, he did wylingly mean to lay down for the 


of their lives 3 the bloud-they fpilt he wiſhed to be a ſalutary Bal- 


| rtheir wounds and maladies 3 he molt chearfully. did offer himſelf 
heir hands a ſacrifice for their offences. - No ſmall part of his afflicti- 
0069735 a ſenſe of their ſo grievouſly diſpleaſing God, and pulling miſchief 


gacheir own heads, a foreſight of his kind intentions being fruſtrated by 


tir obſtioate incredulity and impenitence, a refleftion upon that inevi- 
nble vengearice, which from the divine Juſtice would attend them; this 


zen did work 1n him a diſtaſtful ſenſe, (more grievous than what his 
om pain could produce) and drew from him tears of Compaſſion (ſuch 


/ygo reſentment of his own caſe could extort) for, When he was come near Luke 19. 41- 
kicked the City, and wept over it, ſaying, O that thou hadſi known, even "Fe Es 
thn, &t lea57 in: this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace, | 


* {fever he did expreſs any commorion of mind in reference to this mat- 


kr, it was onely then when one of his friends, out of a blind fondneſs of 

| afeftion did preſume to diflwade him from undergoing theſe evils 5 then 

deed being ſomewhat moved with indignation he ſaid to St. Peter, Get mat. 16. 23. 
thebelind me, Satan, for thou art an offence unto me ; for thou ſavoureſt uot 

| tethings that be of God, but theſe thIF be of men, F: 

| Neither was it out of a ſtupid inſenſibility or ſtubborn reſolution that 

did thus behave himſelf; for he had a moſt vigorous ſenſe of all tlioſe 4d 


gierances, and a (ſtrong (natural ) averſation from undergoing them 3 as john 12. 29. 
to dolorous Agonies wherewith he ſtruggled 3 theſe deadly groans he Mat. 26. 35. 
ered @ choſe monſtrous lumps of Bloud be ſiwet out 3 thoſe earneſt *®: 5: 7: 
 Iayers be made to be freed from them, declare 5 but from a-perfe&t ſub 

milion to the Divine Will, and entire command over his Paſlions, an 

telſive Charity roward Mankind this patient and meek behaviour did 

ring c+ The Cap which my Father hath given me, ſhall I not drink it £ O my. John 18. 11. 
| Later, if it be poſſable, let this Cup paſs from me ; nevertheleſs not as I will, _ as. 39» 
| Wa thou wilt 5 Let not my will, but thine be done, No man taketh away my Jobs —_ 
We, but I lay it down of my own accord; I will give my fleſh for the life of the 5. 5'+ 
'Wis: So doth our Lord himſelf expreſs the true grounds of his paiſian 

ad his patience. 4 BE 

Much is the Example of our Lord ; the ſerious conſideration whereof 

-Whican it otherwiſe than work patience and meekneſs in us; If he, that 

Ws the Lord of Glory (infinitely excellent in Digaity and Vertue) did-ſo 

lily embrace, did to contentedly endure ſuch extremities of penury, 

ladſbip, diſgrace and pain, how can we refuſe them or repine at then ? 

(an we pretend to a better lot than he received, or preſume that God 

Milt deal better with us than he did with his own deareſt Son £ Can we 


| Rdifpleaſed at a conformity to our Lord and Maſter £ Can we without 


Une affe& to live more ſplepdidly, or to fare more deliciouſly than-he 
We to do? Shall we fret or wail, becauſe oar delires are croſſed;: our 
Mdſefts defeated, our intereſts any-wiſe prejudiced 3 when as his moſt 
anelt deſires, and his moſt painful endeavours had fo little of due-and 
ited fucceG +: When he was ever ready, and had ſo conſtant occaſion 


ved IF ay, Let not my will be done ?. Can we deſpiſe that ſtate' of meanneG; and 


uw which he from the higheſt ſablimities of Glory and Beatitude 
| | P 2 | * was 
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was pleaſed to ſtoop unto is Can we take our ſelves for FM want of "Ry 


preſent conveniences or comforts to be wretched, when as the fountaingf 
all happineſs was deſtitute of all fuch things, and ſcarce did ever taſte; 
worldly pleaſure # Are we fit or worthy to be his Diſciples, if we will Not 
take up his Croſs and follow him; if we will not go to his School (thatSchool 
wherein be is ſaid himſelf to have learnt obedience) if we will not con that 
leflon which he fo loudly harh reag out, and tranſcribe that Copy which 
he fo fairly hath-ſet before us : Can we pretend to thoſe great 

thoſe high priviledges, thoſe rich and excellent rewards, which he hath 
attained for us, and which he propoſeth to us, if we will not go on toward 
them in that way of patience which he hath trod before us? 

Can we allo, if we conſider him that endured ſuch comradition of fu- 
vers, be tranſported with any wrathful or revengeful paſſion, upon 
provocation from our brethren £ Can we hope, or wiſh for better uf 
from men than our Lord did ever find ? Can we be much difpleaſed with 
any man for thwarting our deſires or intereſts, for diflenting from our 
conceits, for croſling our humours, when as he (to whom all reſpett and 
obſervance was due) did meet with fo little regard or compliancein any 
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way ; continually did encounter repulſes, diſappointments, oppoſitions - 


from the perverſe and ſpiteful world 2: Can we be very jealous of our 
Credit, or furious when our imaginary honour (honour, that we never 
really deſerved, or can juſtly claim, being guilty of ſo many great faults 
and ſins) is touched with the leaſt diſgraceful refleftion, it we do well ob- 
ſerve and mind, that the moſt truly, and indeed onely honourable perſs 
nage (onely honourable, becauſe offely innocent perſon) that ever wy 
had his reputation aſperſed by the moſt odious reproaches, which deep- 
eſt Envy and Malice could deviſe, without any grievous reſentment, 


being ſolicitous otherwiſe to aſſert or clear it than by a conſtant filence? © 


Can we be exaſperated by every petty affront, (real or ſuppoſed) when 
the moſt noble, moſt courteous, moſt obliging perſon that ever»breathed 


upon earth was treacherouſly expoſed to. violence by his own ſervant, 


ſ{hamefully deſerted by his own moſt beloved friends, deſpitefully treated 
by thoſe whom he never had offended, by thoſe upon whom he had heap- 
ed the greateſt benefits, without expreſſing any anger or diſpleaſure a 
gain(t them, but yielding many ſignal teſtimonies of tendereſt pity andlove 
toward them # Can we ſce our Lord treated like a ſlave and a thief, with: 
out any diſturbance or commotion of heart 3 and we vile wretches \ #1 
every {light occaſion ſwell with fierce diſdain, pour forth reproachful lan 
guage, execute horrible miſchief upon our brethren 2 He indeed was fur 
rounded with injuries and affronts 3 every fin that ſince the foundation of 
things hath been committed was an offence againſt him, and a burthen 
upon him 3 (God laid upon him the iniquities of us all) ſo many declared 
enemies, ſo many Rebels, ſo many Perſecutors, fo many Murtherers he 
had as there have lived men in the World; for every finner did in truth 
conſpire to his afflition and deſtruftion 3 we all in effett did berray hin, 
did accuſe him, did mock, did ſcourge, did pierce and crucifie him 3' y@ 


Rom $.6,3, ro be forgave all offences, he died for all perſons; while we were yet enemies, jt 


frriners, be died for as, to reſcue us from death and miſery : And ſhall 
not then in imitation of him, for his dear fake, in gratitude, refpe(t 'and 
obedience to him, be ready to bear the infirmities of our brethren, t0 for- 
give any ſmall wrongs or offences from them 3 whatever they do to 1s, 0 
love them, and do them what good we can # IF fo admirable a pattem 

* patience and meekneſs ſo immenſe cannot, what is there that can oblige 0 
move us. ?. I conclude with thoſe doxologies to our fo patient and 
Redeemer : Worthy 
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ln, XI.  Rejoyce evermore., CPP 


Ant js the Lamb that was ſain, to recerve power, and riches, and wk Apoe. 5-12,13 
bs aud ftrength, and bononr, and glory, and bleſſing,  Blejſing, and honour, 

"1 olorg, 4nd power be unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb 

ce eger 41d Evers 


auto him that loued us, and waſhed ws from our ſins in his blood, and hath Apoc. 1. 5: 
us Kings and Pricits unto God axd bis Father, to hin be glory and do- 
ainion for ever and ever, Amen, 
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Rejoyce evermore. 


TY Ejoyce evermore / O good, Apoſtle, how acceptable Rules doſt thou 

Th preſcribe ? O bleſſed God, how gracious Laws doſt thou impoſe ? 

&S This is a Rule to which one would think all men ſhould be for- 

"md to conform : This is a Law, which it may ſeem ſtrange that any 

wo ſhould find in his heart 'to diſobey - for what can any Soul defire 
we than to be always on the merry pin, or to lead a life in continual a- 

rity. 2 who readily would not embrace a Duty, the obſervance whereof 

not onely pleaſant, but pleaſure it ſelf? Who is ſo wild as to affett a ſin, 
Wick hath nothing in it but diſeaſe and diſguſt ? 
That joy ſhould be injoyned, that fadneſt ſhould be prohibited, may it 

the a plauſible exception againſt ſuch a Precept, thar it is ſuperfluous 

nd needleſs, ſeeing all the endeavours of men do aim at nothing elle, but 

bprocure joy and eſchew ſorrow 3 ſeeing all men do conſpire in opinion 

ra that -4 man hath nothing better under the ſun than———to be fccl. 8. 15. 

#72 Were it not rather expedient .to recommend ſober ſadneſs, or to ®: 24: EY 

w- the inclinations of mien to effuſe mirth and jollity ? 22. $18, 26, 

Sit may ſeem 3 but yet alas, if we conſult experience, or obſerve the 

Vorld, we ſhall find this Precept very ill obeyed 3 for do we not com- 

(only (ce People in heavy dumps 3 do we not often hear doleful com- 

ſkins? is not this World apparently a ſtage of continual trouble, and 

met? Did not the Preacher, upon a diligent ſurvey of al the works done 

wier the Sun, truly proclaim, *Bekold al is vanity and wexation of Spirit ? Fccl, 1: 14. 

| Mere, I pray, is any full or firm content 3 where is ſolid and durable joy 

he found 2 | | 

-Ristrue that men, after a confuſed manner, are very eager in the queſt, 

to ad earneſt in the purſuit of joy 3 - they rove through all the Foreſt of 

n of WW KAtures, and beat every buſh of Nature for it, hoping to catch it either 

e of © Yatural endowments and improvements of. Soul, or in the gitts of For- 

kite, or in the acquilts of Induſtry 3 in Temporal Poſleſſions, in vol 
| njoy- 
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Enjoyments, in ludicrous divertiſements and amuſements' of Fancy 4in Ml p 
gratification of their Appetites and Paſſions : They all hunt forir, thoigh ; 
following a different ſcent, and running in various tracks, ſomejn ww, 
of plodding for rare notions, ſome in compaſiing ambitious viokge 
ſome in amaſling heaps of wealth, ſome in practice of over-reaching ſub. 
rilties, ſome in wrecking their malice, their revenge, their envy." ſoya 
in venting frothy conceits, bitter ſcoffs, or- profane railteries 3 {61 iy 
jovial converſation and quaffing the fall bowls 3 ſome in mufick and dans 
cing 3. ſome in gallantry and courting 3 fome in ail kinds of -riotous excel, 
and wanton diſſoluteneſs ; ſo each in his way doth inceſlanily prop forioy, Ml 
But all much in vain, or without any confiderable ſacceſs ; finding at nod M4 
inſtead of- it ſome faint ſhadows, or. tranfitory flaſhes of pleaſure, w | 
which depending on cauſes very. contingent and mytable, reliding ig fraj 
temper of fluid humours of body, confiſting in flight touches uponthe M 
organs of ſenſe, in frisks of the corporeal ſpirits, or in fumes and yapous WM! 
twitching the imagination, do ſoon flag and expire 3 their ſhort enjoy. Ml 
ment being alſo tempered with regret, - being ealily daſhed by any crok 
accident, ſoon declining into' a nauſeous {atiety, and in the end depens 
rating into S _ _ pn » for Even (as Sole 
Prov. I4 13. m0n obſerved ) in laughter, the heart is forrowful, and the 
__ r= of that mr is heavineſs ; and Thom .: it _ | 
Job 20. 12.—I4+ 20. 5- in Job) wickedneſs is ſweet in the mouth —— yet bis mea 
in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of Aſps within him: 
Quaquaverſum ſe verterit anima ho- $o that indeed the uſual delights, which men affe are 
minis, ad dolores figitur alibi, preter- ſuch, that we ſhould not if we could, and we coul 
quan In te, Aug: Colye 4 19 not if we would conſtantly entertain them ; ſuch vj 
cing evermore being equally unreaſonable and impoſſible, 
Wherefore there is ground more than enough, that we ſhould be-qut 
to ſeek for a true, ſubſtantial, and conſiſtent Joy 3 it being withal inplicd, 
that we ſhould affe& it in another way, ar look for it in another box, than 
commonly men do; who therefore are ſo generally diſappointed, becauſe 
they would have it upon impoſlible or undue terms 5 and leaſt expe&it 
there, where it is onely to be had. Be. 
It is a ſcandalous miſprifion, vulgarly admitted, ' concerning Religion, 
that it is altogether ſullen and ſour, requiring a dull, lumpith, - moroſe 
kind of life, barring all delight, all mirth, all good humour + Wheres 
on the contrary it alone is the never-failing ſource of true, pure, ſteady 
joy 3 ſuch as is deeply rooted in the heart, immoveably founded in the 
reaſon of things, permanent hike the immortal ſpirit wherein it dwelleth, 
and like the eternal obje&ts, whereon it is fixed ; which is nor apt tokade, 
or cloy and is not ſubje& to any impreſſions apt to corrupt, or impalt 
it - Whereas in our Text, and in many Texts parallel to it, we ſee, that 
our Religion doth not onely allow us, but even doth oblige us to be jof- 
ful as much and often as can be, not permitting us to be ſad for one M 
nute, baniſhing the leaſt fit of Melancholly, charging us in all times, up 
on all occaſions to be chearful 3 ſuppoſing conſequently thar it isinlome 
manner poſlible to be ſo, and affording power to effe& what it doth requite 
| Suck' indeed is the tranſcendent goodneſs of our God, that he Make 
our delight to be our duty, and our ſorrow to be our fin, adapting bb 
holy Will to our principal inſtin& ; that he would have us to reſemble 
himſelf as in all other perfefiions, fo in a conſtant ſtate of happlnes 
that as he hath provided a glorious Heaven of bliſs for us hereafter, foe 
would have us enjoy a comfortable paradiſe of delight here. He ac 
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diogly hath ordered the whole frame of our Religion in a renee 
produ 


In x1. "Rejoxee evermare, Rn 200 2 TY 
"duce joy iN thoſe » who embrace i KK 3 for hat is he pour but (as as the 

5 Acoel, the, firſt. promulger of it,:: 41d. .report) :goad-t1dingi. of gfe © Luke 2. = 
'Þ yd people g How doth God repreſent. hi khezcin,: \butagothe 12 7% 33. 
A of love, of rue of peace, of al;. conſolation, chearfylly-fiviling, cfa- Eph. 2-45 
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i wi $7 us#.. ys = doch ocard She os/tobim, but: ;#bat be mrgy; ging Jams 5: 17, 


ext 20 our: ſanle.5, [that he way wipe. #nnvy all tears from far. .s” 29 
of Wh he may. fave.us fram moſt woful deſpair, :;and: ſettle: ns in! "7H ' Sg 
k 7 that i: IBaY; eter date our o Maſters joy ; thaxonn joy 9449 be fic, _— 
; Wal aorta pe rt <p MRO: i; John r5. i. 

Wuthe FR pyenure gf the Golpel, but the oe af * moſt blefled 75: 22, 24- 
ac Ck h us for-even, OO (O00 abr hearts with; hi Xin ings John x4. 16, 
1 raving By agen NO mo the: 
| nc porn r fav 19g # 05 yo we and Rom. I4. 17, 
* i the Holy Ghoſt £ What are the prime.fruie! ſprouting from that:a0br 
ths ifiian Life, ,the Divine Spirit? they are; as St: Pani telleth us, Love, Sal. 5. 22: 
(oy daeace : Are there rot: numberleſs deelarations ifiporting a jay fiil 
Ka on granted., to. the obſeryers of. ; God's Commandments! 3; ;that 
jr ſown for. the righteoya, and gladneſs for the wpright ine heart > Doth vil. 97. 11. 
our Lord pronounce a ſpecial bratjcadeto;the Proflifer of: every. ver- 12t- > #4 
w2. 'Andif we ſcan all the DoRyines,,all-qhe-Inſticutions, all; the Pre. *" © * + 
x9, all che pranaſes of Chriſtianity, will nx cach! appear; pregnant with 
\quer of joy, will: not(cach yield great. reaſon, and Hrong obligation.co 
tduty. of rejoycing, evermore 2 _, 
$ b" Chriſtian, as fyghs (according; to: the dell ign of his Reli- | 
Ls h Ac d in proportion to his cempliance With- its dictates)": rhe”! 
paand,. blich, and,gay perſogyin the Worlds always is huthour > ahd'f 
ie ar 3 continually bearing a mind well ſatisfied, a light heart and calm 
hig'a ſmooth brow and ſerena gopntonanee, 1A: grateful accent of ſpeech, 
wa [weetly campaſed tenure ge  carriage«e. No black-thought, _—_— 
inedefice, no troubleſome palion dlodge- in his breaſt 5:1 any: fur- 
0 any frown, an ay! Good, doth fit ill ppon his. face-3/ the-leaſt kretful : 
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md,.or froward bebaviour dath.utterly mbbecome him « If at any:time 
of iypear otherwiſe, 'tjs a defleQion from. hischavacter 5 -'tiz-a. blemiſhrand 
rea WY moog to his profeſlion 3 3 it argueth a prevaricezion in. his:Judgment,:or 
ady Wh Bip praftice 3 He forgenteth that he is a-Cheiſtian,” or hath 'nor pre- 
the ined.he 1 innocence. ;coelonging. to that Name: - For, -If a Chriſtian: re- 
ih, WF iewbrech what he is, .or is ſen(ible- of his condition 3 if he refleftethon 
ade, wel ity of, his Perſon, the Nobleneſs of his Relations; the ſublimiry 
patt BN ©: Friviledges, the greatne(s and: certainty of his Hopes, '/how can he 
that WF out of humour 2 Is it not abſurd for him that is at peace with Heaven, 
joſ- | own Conſcience, with all the World ; for the poſleſſor of 'the 
M6 Mt lt goods, and the. Heir of a bleſſed immortality : ; for the :briend/ the 
up Wnourite, the Son of God, to fret or wail ? 
ſome MW Hethat is ſecled in a moſt proſperous ſtate, that 1s (if he READ ſecure 
ale. WF it Y atinuance, that is well aſſured of its improvement ; that hath what- 
keth tr good he can wiſh-in his reach,and more than he can conceive in ſure re- 
g bs W Wafion, what account can be given that he ſhould be ſad, or ſeem afflicted ? 
whe Bf He that hath the unexhauſtible. ring of good for his portion, that hath 
oP Bvelface entruſted-in God's molt faithful hand; +that hath God's infal- 


nord for his ſupport 3 that hath free acceſs to him, in whoſe preſence pil. 16.24. 
* JWneſs of joy 3 that hath frequent taſts of God's. goodneſs, in gracious 
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of 'grace-3- thar hath the \infinite beauty and excellengy* for the pert 
objett of his'cotetnplarionand'affeftion + ha joy "the: feraphorlos - 
a found: mind, -of.'a pureheart, of a 'quier conſcieriee, 'of a ſu or be 
-: Whatcan he wint'to refreſtt'6#*eornfort Hime” 1 ONS nk WARD - 
22-2. rru6' n-perfe Chriſtian hath no" care to. diſtiat biriy, "Ring 
diſcharged all-his coticerns on'God's Providence 5 TP Re Kath tio Tap 
; iſmay him) "being guarded'by the Almighty prote&i6y'Fonr al hw 
_ and miſchief'3' If 'he hath no deſpair to'ſink\ him, havitig't fare te wot If 
_ thedivine mercyand help 3 Tfhe hath fo ſuperſtitious terrdots bras 
| to'perplex him;being conſetoiis of his own upright- intefitions" ty) v wy 
-. . God, and confident of God's mercifu} willingneſs'ro*accept* his fi Cerd eh. 
' deavours A ob hath _ ————— Wl 
. guile-being\pulked out by the merits of -his 'Saviour, applied by lileWg 
nrabrcen apo If he hath'no longing defires'to FR Hae n,” beiti fill. 
! 1y-ſatisfied with rhat'he'doth poſleſs,/or may expet from God's" wie. $1 
alÞother'things being-far beneath'his ambition, or coveting : If-he hk 
' no: contentions to-enflame® bim, {knowing nought here worth pallidnately 
friving for; and being 'tefolved to hold a friendly 'good-will toward all 
men ;. It he hath'no'repinmgenvy, ſeciilg that none can be' mort'Happy 
than! he may be, \and'thatevery'man's good -by charity is'made"hifown: 
If he hath no frerful diſcontent; *fince he gladly doth acquieſce in thiten: 
_ dition, and ſaccefs-allotted-to him, reſigning his will to' God's'p fare 
taking all for; beſt which:rhence doth occur, ' being afſfured' that l thing | 
cours to c 
» » cons . 
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; >Whar is :there belonging 
Pfal. 43: 4- 


Pal. 19. 10. tethvand clicareth-the ſoul: 5 from Gods-Law, ' which rejorceth 4h het 

Prov. 2.17. And-#s" ſweete? than honey and tht honey-comb'; "from wiſdoni, ' whole wi 
are.ways of -pleaſantneſs, and all whoſe: paths are peace 34 from vertbt&; Which: 
cureth our-afflitive diſtempets, and cotnpoſeth our vexatioits palion\. 
from theſe things; I fay, above which a Chriſtian as'ſiich is otielyGtiver: 
fant,” -no ſorrow can bederived ; from thoſe ſweet ſources no bitter [treany 
can'flow: 3-+But hell, thefleſh, the world, darkneſs, errour, folly,” in 
and'irreligion (things with: which a Chriſtian ſhould: bave* nothingito' 06, 
from which he ſhould keep a-loof, which he doth! pretend-utterly to/16 
nounce and abandon) theſe, theſe alone, are the parents of*diſconiſort 
and anguiſh, "1 | P » can | | i dos "it , 4 | 
i Wherefore there is the ſame reaſon, the ſame obligation, the (ane por: 
fibility, that we ſhould rejoice evermore, 'as. that we ſhould always 
Chriſtians, exa&tly performing duty, 'and totally forbearing lin 3; 
nocence and-indolency do ever go together, both together ma 
radiſe 3 perfe& vertue and* conltant alacrity are inſeparable com 
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both conſtituting beatitude 3 And as although from our infirmity ot ca 
2 Cor. 7.1. Not attain the higheſt pitch of vertue; - yet we muſt aſpire ry 


Matt, $. 48, ” | 7 IR ,* of * F £ F 3's 4 ; ” not. 

3. vouring to perfec# holineſs inithe fear: of God 3 fo 'though 'it may 'n Gat 
LIFE poſlible roger; yet it is reaſonable to ſee perpetual Joy 3 which doing 
the right way weſhall not fail of procuring a good meaſure of It," ©. 


+2. Indeed ro exerciſe pirty 'and to rejoice are the” fame things, ang , 
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 Rejoyce 1evermore, 


113 
erwoven, that nothing can disjoin them/3* religious 'praftice is like 
Wipe, the fireams whereof make glad the City © Go , he holy place of "al: 45. 4: 
WE Ternecle of the moit High, that is, 'every pious ſoul'; No' good deed 

"be performed without fatisfattion'; ' each' vertue” hath'a-peciiliar de- 
"Wirannexed to:itz; whence the aQs of joy,” which upon various objefs, 
S ids, and  occalions, 'we\may- exert, beitig numberleſs, I (hall onely . . 
+a few-principal inſtances, O76 ION (YELP) 

We ſhould evermore rejoice in the exerciſe of our" faith ;' according _ ,;:.: 
ſntprayer of our Apoſtle: for the Romans, Now the God of hope fill Rom. 15. 13; 
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1709 and peace in believing, ng | 

ky kind of | fairh (that which embraceth divine traths, that ' which 
tech God's mercy, | that\\which enſureth God's prorniſes, ' that which 
adech in God's ' providence, each' of them) is a clear ſpring of joy, 
weſanding open to us; which he that drinketh, ſbalrever thirſt; © | Joh. 6.35. 7: 
3 The faith, which embracetly God's heavenly'truth, doth not onely en- 37 #24 + 
tenor minds, bur is/apr'to affet-onr hearts 5, there being no Article | | 
Taith, or myſtery of .our'rehgion, which doth nor involve ſome'great 
tage, ſome notablefavour, ſome*happy occurrence diſpenſed to us 
ihe goodneſs of God, 'the which! Faith doth apprehend and convey to, _ 
afpiricual galt, fo that we cannot hardly bat receive 'the word with joy. Phil. 0. 
fs it got very ſweet 'with-Fanth' to: contemplate the rich bounty of 
Winthe:Creation of the World,cand producing ſo goodly a Franie, fo 
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[ (hon ur and: happiheſs, which'God did'vouchſafe;'to confer on'man- 
Wd/by ſending down from Heaven: his onely Son to-afſume our nature, 


boat? 
x 


Wtoconverſe: with men, that we might'|be-advanced' to a participation of 2 _ I: 4 
Enter nature;; and to an enjoyment of communion with God's How * __ oa 
Mont great delight can we be perſivaded, that our Saviour'by his'me- "Ys 
wious0bcdience.andpaliion -hath'appeaſed 'God's' wrath, 'and inclined _ _...,; 
Whvour toward us, hath Catisfied juſtice," hath expiated our 'offences, -- -- > 
Wrnabnmed and: reſcuedour fouls from'the 'dominion' of Sin and Satan, 

wdcath and-corruption; from Hell and everlaſting torment ; hath'pur- 

a minortal life, and endleſs bliſs for us ? What comfort'is there in 

by Fit ed bythe 'reſurreQion, and triumph of our Lord over death, gy71— 

Wir foulstare irideet immortal, that: our” bodies "ſhall be raiſed from 2 Cor: 4 14: 
#UR that out perſons are capable of an'eternal ſabfiltence in happi- 

Will irnot much pleaſe us with an eye of faith to behold 'out” Re- 

\Kiter fitting: i glorious: exaltation ar: God's rightthand, governing the 

mad for-theibenefit of ' his Church, diſpenſing betizdiction and grace'to 
Wllterceding as our aeerciful and faithful High prieſt for the pardon of Heb. 2. 17. 
lnlns; the, acceþtance of>our* prayers, 'the ſupply ot- our needs, 'andthe x Jonn 2- 1+ 
atof obr-diftrefles;: If we' be fully conyinced;/that our Lord- Jeſus'ts 

EUniſt, our Lord, and Saviour, /the* anthour of eternal: Salvation,” t0' alt Heb. 5. 9. 
Wike tr throw can we otherwiſe! than;follow thoſe,” 'of "whom St; Peter 

Who having not ſeen? Je loves. in whom, thongh ye now' ſee bins "1164; 1 Pct. 1.8. 
Wieving ze rejoice with joy unſpeakable,” and full of glory : So from the 
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ay beliet of 'every-Evangelical Truth we may ſuck" conſolation” each 
Em isfood to: our Soullz7 and 10) believe it-1s'to eat it 3 ' which-how Crede & man- 
Wineda without a delicious,.or moſt ſavoury reliſh'? oo OR. Aug 

At laſt methinkscthae faith greatly ſhould exhilarate us, which. ap- 
thoſe verities (ſo. worthy! of al 06 TR wherein God doth __ 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
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" hip arms wide to embrace us, propoſing moſt kind invit; ions, anai6 
vourable overtures of mercy, upon the faireſt terms poſſb Gs; tonnehs.s 
with effetual remedies for all the maladics and miſeries of our ful 
if we are ſenſible of our heinous Guilts, if we are laden with he k 
burthen of our ſins, if our heart is galled with fore compunQi Io 

PL. 38. 1. 6. 1: mi{deeds 3 if we are ſtruck with the #errours of the. Lord, and trewdi 

i - yaa + ;he fear of Gods Judgments : > how comfortable muſt it be to be-pX WS 

; ' that God is fully reconcileable to us, is very deſirous to ſhew: wa Ye. 

and gladly will accept our repentance 3 that we have an advocate w 

Father, who-hath propitiated for our ſins, doth tnediate for our peag 

both full power and certain will, if we fincerely do. renounce. wh 7 4 ; 

| Rom. 8.1, Ces, Wholly to remit them? ſo that there is therefore now no condemns 
| to them which are in Chriſt * eſws, who walk not after the fleſh, but o ap 

Rom. 5-1 ſpirit 5 and that being juſtified by faith we have peace with God, throyph 

Plal. 51.8. Lord Jeſs Chriſt 3 Will not this belicf revive us, and wake the by Fs, 

90. 8, 14 to rejoycez will not the Goſpel of peace be bene: in truth 2 joyf L ; _ " 

Ifz, 40. 4, 2- us 2 might it not hence well be proclaimed -in the Propher, Cum 
Comfort ye my people, ſpeak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, and cry unto 
her warfare is accompliſhed, that ber iniquity is pardoned. . 5 "S 

And if we'find our ſelves 1n habie? of ſoul grievouſly diſtempered; us 
bouring under great impotency and blindnef;, overborn and op = | 
the prevalency of corruption, peſtered with unreaſonable def fir _ al. 
fions, unable to curb our inclinations and appetites, to reliſt temptations, 
to diſcharge our duty in any tolerable meaſure, or with any eaſes s itn 
then comfortable to believe, that we have a moſt faithful and ri ful > q 
fician at hand to-cure our diſtempers 3 that we have a pon fi 0h y 
within ken, to relieve our ipfirmities; that God is ready to-impattay 
abundant ſupply of grace, -of light, of ſpiritual. ſtrength to dir a u id 

3 aſliſt us; that if any man doth'lack firy75.gj he is encoura tþ foul 
m- 1.5, 6. f0 a5k it of God, . who giveth liberally and npbraideth not ? if any m oy ant 
uke 11-13 ftrength, God's Almighty Spirit is promiſed to. thoſe, who wich po 2 

Phil. 4.13- earneſineſs do implore it 3 ſo that we may be __ zo do all _ (incumbent 

4p <a : On us) by Chrift who ſtrengthentth us. rr. 03TH " y 

Ph. 2. 13. 3- And what more hearty ſatisfaQion can we feel, than in ain | pe x 

2 Pct. 1-4: {waſion concerning the real accompliſhment of thoſe exceedingly great and - 
precious promiſes, whereby we become capable of the molt excellent privi-” 
ledges, the moſt ample benefits, the moſt happy rewards,: that eanbe? "how: 
can the belief that by God's infallible word, or as ſurely astrink itklFs; 
true, an eternal inheritance. of a treaſure that cannot fail, of: a'g by 
cannot fade, of a kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, of a felicityh ſup 7 V 
all expreſſion and all conceit, is reſerved for -us,: in reconpernn | 
faithful. obedience 3 how, I ſay, canthat be a dead, dul}, dry bt 
of ſprightly comfort and pleaſure? 
| Likewiſe the faith of confidence in Gad's good providence, an ih 
nal care over us, (whatever our .condition- or circumſtances =)ha 2 
infuſe a chearful refreſhment of heart into us. . | [al + rf 

It isin holy Scripture moſt frequently. aſſerted, that he wha placet'® 4 
truſt in God, js a. very bleſſed and happy Perſon z index reid | 
great ſatisfaGion partake of that beatitude ? 

Can.we by ſuch-a truſt disburthen all our ſolicitous cares, allour m ny 
ous fears, all the troubles of qur ſpirit, and preſſures of our condition 5 | 
God, with ſtrong aſſurance, that from his mighty power and: wats 
care,, in. due time, .in the moſt-expedient manner, we ſhall ll oro 
a ſupply of our wants, a riddance from our: grievances, a 
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 Rejoyce evermore, © 

q all danger and. harm, a. bleſſing upon all our good endeavours and 
nakings, without feeling much eaſe and peace in our hearts? _ 

hat can be more chearing. than a perſwaſion, that all our concerns 

adoed in the hands of fach a Friend, fo wiſe, ſo able, fo faithful, ſo 

Jionate, ſo ever readily diſpoſed to help us, and further our good 2 

y who truſt in God, are ſaid to abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty, Pal. g1. 1. 
to be covered with his wings ; God is often ſtyled their rock, their for- ?@- 51-4 

& their ſhield and buckler, their defence and refuge 3 And. are they iy & % 'F 

vihben impregnably ſafe * why then ſhould they fear any diſaſter ? at 18 2: 62. 2. 
goccurrence ſhould they be diſturbed f Have they not huge reafon to PW 112. 2 


i” "E 


with the P/almiſt, In the ſhadow of thy wings will 1 rejoyce ;, The Lord vnil. 63. 5. 
y frength and my ſhield, my heart truſteth in him, and I am helped; there- MR -= 
wy heart danceth for joy, and in my Song will I praiſe him. : May © Dm 
of thoſe confiders 1n God well repreſs all infurre&ions of tronble and 
Ef with that holy charm, Why art thou ſo vexed, O my ſoul, and why Pſal. 42. 14. 
oy ſo, diſquieted within me, O truſt in (od ——for he is the health of my 45+ 50 
dalenance, and my God. | Y 
We ſhould evermore rejoice in the pradtice of Chriſtian hope, ma- 
od that aphoriſin of Solomon, The hope of the righteous (hall be glad. Prov. 10. 28. 
Fas obeying thoſe Apoltolical injunctions, that we ſhould: rejoyce 7 
ytha we ſhould retain the confidence, and the rejoicing of hope firm to Rom. 12. 12, 
Fadf, Thoſe excellent and moſt beneficial truths, thoſe ſweet propo- Heb: 3-6: 
| of grace and mercy, thoſe rich promiſes, which faith doth apprehend 
true'in a general reference to all Chriſtians, hope doth appropriate, 
apply as particularly touching our ſelves3 improving the knowledge 
ur common capacity into a ſenſe of our ſpecial intereſt in them. God, 
bar Faith, will afſuredly receive all penitent Sinners to mercy, will 
Mall pious Chriſtians with glory, will faithfully perform whatever 
mh graciouſly promiſed to all People, hath a tegder care for all that 
#3; fear him; But God, ſaith our hope, will have mercy on me, 
ren er. to me the wages of righteonſneſs,. will verify his good word to a Tim. 4. 8. 
I fervart, will prote&, will deliver, will bleſs me in all ION. [RS T. 30+ 
& being conſcious of our fincere endeavour to ſerve and pleaſe God 3 
erning, from a careful. reflection upon our heart and ways, that in 
tpood meaſure with fidelity and diligence we have diſcharged the 
tions required of us, we can entitle our ſelves to God's ſpecial affe- 
L we can accommodate his word to our cafe, we can aflume a pro- - 
Fin his regard, how can we forbear conceiving 
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joy £ | 
Thope, in proportion to the worth of its object, and the ſolidity of 


ad, is comfortable 3 it being the anchor of the ſoul, which ſtayeth ned. 6. ug. 
upporteth it in undiſturbed reſt; it appeaſing un- NE AP 
| 'P! fires, it ſerting abſent goods before us, and an- Rp hors p yur yeiges me 
Watiog fature enjoyments'by a ſweet foretaſt 5 See- _.,...40 Loenlrome. Conſt. 4p:7-33: 
Wiken if we have a good Conſcience, and owr heart 1 John 3. 31. 
Wt condemn us, our hope is grounded on the rock of , 16. 26. 4. 
won the immutable nature,and the infallible word of 
W) ſeeing it is the bope of the moſt worthy,the moſt ſablime,the moſt ig- 
Wharable and ineſtimable goods, it muſt be moſt extremely delightful. 
*Uit much pleaſerh men to conceit themſelves next heirs of a fair eſtate, 
Wave the reverſion of a good office, to be probable expeRafits of a 
it preferment (although dearth may intercept, or other accidents may 
ut the accompliſhment of ſuch hopes) how much more ſhall that _ 
h bop (of which St. Peter ſpeaketh )) of an inheritance, incorruptible, * Pet. I. 4, 5. 
= WE wdefiled, and that fadeth not te) reſerved in Heaven for us; who Fa 
| Is - 7 kept 
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Rejoyee evermore. 


wy” t by the Does God through) ith unto oltion; (which Reed, 
We x be vo of or' en Py- breed a moſt chearful hope th mom Hl 
tranſcending all other pleaſures, which ſpring from the moſt deſiraith. i 
Luke 10: 20: 1tjons here 5 mupoinyb to:that admonition of our 'Lord, NotwithBaulizs. 
in this rejoice not that the ſpirits are ſubje® unto you 3 but rather Foy he s 
your names are written in Heaven, 7 nf} 
fl. We ſhould evermore rejoice in the performing the duty of a WA 
rity 3 both that which we owe to God, and that which is' due" wa 
Neighbour. 9 
Love is the {weeteſt and moſt deletable of all Paſſions 3 and 
the conduQ of wiſdom it is directed in a rational way virtbs worthy. 
congruous, attainable objzQt, it cannot otherwiſe than 411] the heart with 
raviſhing delight. 
And ſuch (in all reſpeQs ſuperlatively ſuch) an objeQ is God';. 
finitely beyond all other things deſerveth our affeQtion, as moſt þ 
amiable and defireable, as having obliged us by innumerable .; as 
mable bencfits, all the good that we, have ever enjoyed," or that nt _ 
ever expeCt, being derived from his pure bounty 3 all things in the' ae E 
in competition with him, being pitifully mean, ugly and loathlomey'Ml. 
things without him, being vain, unprofitable, and hurtful to us; ſothat: 
Plal. 89.6. the *P/almift might well ſay, 'Who in Heaven can be compared unto the args 
Pſal. 73. 25. who among the ſons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord? whom'h a of T 
in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth that, | can deſire beſide ther 
Matt. 22-33. Fe js the moſt proper obje& of our love; for we chiefly were ery "lf 
it is the prize law of our nature to love him; our Soul from original 2 
ſtin& vergeth toward him as its centre, and can have no reſt till it beliz 
on him ; he alone can ſatisfie the vaſt capacity of our minds, and Al's t 
boundleſs deſires. F.- 
He of all lovely things, moſt certainly and eaſily may be acne; i bd 
whereas commonly men are croſſed in their affeftion, and 'their ke 
embittered from their affe&ing things imaginary, which they cannot ts 
or coy things, which"diſdain and rejed their affeQion 3 it is conee 
God quite otherwiſe 3 for, - 68 
John 6. 37: He is moſt ready to impart himfelf, and will not reje any that 
l. 70-4 unto him; He moſt earneſtly defireth, ad woeth our lovez He wh 
2 Cor. 5. 20. 
John 14. 21, 1y moſt willing to correſpond in affeion, but doth prevent us'tt it 
23. for we love him, (faith the Apoſtle ) becauſe be firſt loved us. © */ mi # 
«fohn 5.19. He doth cheriſh and encourage our love by ſweeteſt influer nh ? 
moſt comfortable embraces, by Lindeſt expreſſions of favour, by"wolt: 
Rom. 8. 28. beneficial returns, ordering that al things ſhall work together for root bit. 
1 Gor. 2:5" who love bim 5 And whereas all other objetts doin the enjoyment mi li 
fall our expectation, he doth ever far exceed it. "ay. 
Wherefore 4n all affeQionate motions of our hearts toward! God; 
Jefickdg him, or ſeeking his favour and friendſhip; in embracing ul 
or ſ:tting our eſteem, our good-will, our confidence on him';-in enjoymlg: 
him by devotional meditations, and addrefles to him; in a refleRive: or 
x Cor. 6. 17, of our intereſt and propriety in him 3 in that myſterious union Bll, 
mach eng 2h hereby we do cloſely adhere to him, 'and are (as it were) inſerted 
John is. 4, 6. 1a a hearty complacence in his benignity, a grateful reſenrment 0 
kindnefs, and a zealous deſire of yeilding ſome requital for it," een 
but" fee] very pleaſant tranſports, aſſuring to us the trath of that fayi 
Pſal. 5. 22. the "Pſalm, They that love thy name ſhalt be joyful ir: thee 5, and rd 
Plal. 36. 7-— ry Ont with the Pſatmiſt, How'excellent is thy loving-kindneſs, 4,6 


"03-4 cauſe thy loving-kindneſt is better than life, my lips fhall praiſe FHhee,” 
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"Indeed .that celeſtial flame (kindled mn our hearts by the fpirit of love) 
nat be void of warmth 5 we cannat- fix our/eyes:upon infinite beauty, 
= canoot taſte infinite ſweetneſs, we .cannot.cleave -to infinite felicity, 
Shout we ſhould alſo perpetually rejoice in the: firſt daughter of love to 
charity toward men 3 the which in compleQjon and chearful diſpo- 
tao doth much reſemble its mother : For it. doth 11d all thoſe gloomy, 
wn, turbulent imaginations and paſſions, which cloud our mind, which 
© our heart, which diſcompole the frame of our ſoul ;-(from burning 
wer, from ſtorming contention, from ganawing envy, 'from-rankling 
be. from racking ſuſpicion, from diſtratting ambition and avarice. ) Ir 
wiequently doth ſettle our mind 1n an even temper, in a ſedate humour, 
Sa grmonious order, in that pleaſant ſtate of tranquillity, which natu- 
aly doth reſult from the voidance of irregular paſſions, | 
And who can enumerate or exprels the pleaſures which do wait on every 
tid, on each act of Charity # Me 
How triamphant a joy is there 1n any-wiſe doing good ? whereby we 
ipod humour, and gratify our beſt inclinations, wheroby yve - 
mble 
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bethr<n /apd endear-our ſclves tothem, whereby we moſt! rets 
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St Paul telleth us, that God loveth the chearful giver 5 and he preſcribeth, 2 Cor. 9. 9. 
Alt be who. ſheweth mercy, ſhou'd do it & inaemm with merrineſs 5 And in Rom. 12.8. 
IeLaw.ic. is.commanded, Tine bears ſball not grieve, when thay giveſt to pared . Seo 
Wor-brotber 5 And who indeed can out of charity give alms, -or-ſthew 

ſecy, withour chearfulncfs # ſeeing that he thereby doth ſatisfy his own 

Mod, and doth eaſe his own bowels; conſidering that in doing good to 

kifighbour he receiveth far more (good to himſelf; that he then doth 
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e hl of our meek Redeemer; whereby we render our ſelves 
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118 | Rejoyce "eVermore, 


I ſhould, if the time would permit, farther declare how we ſhow 
find delight in the contemplation, of all God's Attributes, of his warts. - 


of his word; in thankful reſentment of all God's benefits 5 in willing a. 
dience to all God's Lawsz how joy 1s.a proper fruit growing an ihe © 
praftice of humility, of juſtice, of temperance, of devotion, of eva + 


K 


vertue and'grace 3 More particularly I ſhould have evidenced how fray 


atient ſubmiſſion to God's affliting hand, from penitential contrition%e._. 
Lay for our ſins, from a pious fear and ſolicitude in working out ous it.. 
vation, moſt ſweet conſolations (ſo tempering thoſe ingredients, as t; * 
render their bitterneſs very ſavoury) may ſpring3 But in recommending - 


joy I would not produce grief ; and therefore fhall not farther annoy46h "7 
patience. | Wn, 5. 
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Keep thy Heart with all diligence, 
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EFORE wedo apply our ſelves to inculcate this Precept, it. bi \ 


wane. 
= 


quiſite that we ſhould ſomewhat explain the terms, and ſettlethe 

meaning thereof; in doing that, we begin with the Jaſt Words 

which qualify the ation 1njoined as to. its degree, . or extetts - 
with all diligence 5 the words ( "2WR"73D ) anſwering to theſe in the | 
Hebrew, do, according to the various uſe, or force of the paitide 1%} 
admit a: threefold acception. They may (1. denote abſolutely the 
tenſeneſs in degree or extenſion in kind of the performance requited'WW ” 
this Precept : mop qunaxy mp Thi x62), Omni cuſtodia ſerva -cor turm ; ety - 
thy heart with all cuſtody, that is, with all ſorts, or with all degrees't” 
care and diligence 53 ſo the LXX Interpreters, and the Vulgar Latin lollow- - 
mg them, render thoſe words, They may (2.) taking the particle ors 
elem excellentie, as they call it, Gignify comparatively 5 pre omni cuſeoat 
ſerva cor tunm ; keep thy heart above all keeping 3 that is,  eſpecially-alld” 
more than thou keepeſt any other thing 3 ſo doth Pagriz underitans'” 
them, not without cauſe, both for the reaſon ſubjoined here, becauſe jfa# 
it are the iſſues of life ; that is, becauſe it is the principal -part and. fout 
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' tain of all vital operations, and therefore deſerveth the beſt cuſtod 48 
alſo for that in what follows, and in other places of Scripture frequently - 
we are injoyned to keep our tongues from bad diſcourſe, our eye naw” 
wandring after bad objefts, our feet from declining to bad courſes 7,8 
therefore probably in compariſon to theſe, although needful and intern” 
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Sta, XII. Keep thy Heart with all dihigence. 119 

todics, We are, admonihed to this moſt eſpecially incumbent cuſtody 
Four hearts. They may alſo (3. and that probably enough be taken fo 

+. denote the univerſality of the objet or matter of this keeping, or - 
adequate term and. bound thereof, . keep thy heart, i #73 qudyuerT, 

uni re cxſtodienda, from every thing which it ſhould be kept from ; 
tis from every thing offenſive or hurtful toit : So did Aquila and 
vdption tranſlate thewords. Theſe ſenſes are all of them pood, and 

ve tnay-fairly pretend to find:place in the meaning of the words which 

them with moſt likelihood I (hall not diſcuſs, meaning only to inſiſt 

nog the ſubſtance of the precept z the nature of which being duly con- 

Kered; will infer that- it is to be obſerved according to the manner and 

8 paſare preſcribed, underſtood according to any of thoſe ſenfes, or ac- 

' WW axding to all of them conjointly. : 

= Fr the meaning of the words, Keep thy heart 3 two enquiries may 

: WW kemade: 1. what the heart 1s, which Selowor: adviſeth us to keep 3 what 
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[keep it doth import. TE 

| Tothe ff I anſwer, that in the (tile of Scripture the heart doth com- 

'nogly import the whole inward man, the 3 la» dryyon@-, the mar within 

'n( s$t. 'Paxl ſpeaketh) the 3-»prids + wee; drdpor©, the bidder man of Rom. 7. 22. 
th heart (as St. Peter calleth it) comprehending all the thoughts and ima- * F< 3: 4: 
qrations, all the inclinations and diſpoſitions 3 all the judgments and o- 

ions, all the paſſions and affeQions 3 all the reſolutions and purpoſes 

med within us 3 in; ſhort, all interiour, whether tendencies to move, 

xl motions of humane Soul. 'For the Scripture (by the way we 
myobſerve it) ſeemeth to favour that anciently moſt common and cur- 
kit opinion (embraced by Ariſtotle: himſelf, even as true in ſtrict Philo- 
by, althoagh - rejeGed by: moſt of the latter Schools) that the heart, 
ut material part and principal entrail of the Body, is the chief ſeat of 
he Soul, and immediate inſtrument of- its nobleſt operations. However, 
wauſe the heart in a_ man's breaſt is moſt inwardly ſeated, moſt ſechuded 
n fiohe, guarded fromacceſs, fenced from danger, thence whatever is 
molt, Soft inviſible. molt inacceſſible in any thing is called the heart 
bncof'; and all a man's ſecret thoughts, inclinations, opinions, affe&i- 
is deſigns are involved in this name 3 ſometimes all, or divers of thetn 
junly are called his heart, ſometimes any ofie of them ſingly (as 
tis fubjeR or occaſion of uſing the word) is ſo termed - Inftances in 
ery. kind are innumerdbly many, and very obvious 3 and therefore 1 
KWl:not' ſpend time in producing any, but ſhall ſuppoſe that here the 


nd may be underſtood. in its| utmoſt extent, ſo as ro comprehend all 
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L anticulars' intimated 3; there 'beinig no apparenc reaſon for preferring, 
acuding any 3: all of them being: capable of moral qualiry,. both fitm- 
Fad immediately in: themſelves, | arid :conſequentia)ly as they may be 
Wrigciples of good-;0p: bad a&tions3: and becauſe all of them may be, 
os Arps : TS . ? 

el ©:be, ought to .bethe objeRts of the keeping here injoined, | 


Bt then what is: this! keepivg > I anſwer, that the Word as applied to 
[Water is eſpecially capable of three: ſenſes, each of which' may be ex- 
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it vere; to mark; or atrend unto,\ to. inquite imoand ſtudy; our heart. 
| ; v/ iy ſor (ith the wiſe «Aunt } give me thy heart, - anil let thing eyes keep Prov, 23. 25. 
Wobſerye) avs ways'z the fame'word which here, 1s there uſed both 'in 
fro "WY Wflirew and Greek,1and can thete-well-fignific no other cuſtody, but 
and W Mok atiending uno 5/ it being the office of: the eye only: to Jooky and 
rior If Were, - Likewiſe, Obſerve (Lanh God in the Law) and hear aff _ Deut. 12. 38. 
wor 
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440 Keep thy Heart with all diligence, ' Nc u1\- 
iY words which 1 command thee 3 thats, hear them very. attemively -'AndG 
; in divers other places #7 49116 211M I 


2. It may alſo denote the governance, or good manageriient of oys 
hearts; keeping all the motions thereof in due order, within” fit como 
applying them to good, and reſtraining them from bad' things x 
Pſal. 39-1. *Pſalmi$F uſeth the word, when he faith,' / will keep my month with's, 
that is, I will fo rule and curb it, that no evil language ſhall/ifſue from. 
Eccleſ. 5. 1- $o when the wiſe Mar adviſeth to : keep our foot when we i go "to'thi'hoilÞ 
God ; by keeping it, he means rightly to guide and order our'proceedijos 
or well to diſpoſe our {elves when:we addrefs 'our:{elves to religious pet. 
Prov, 27. 18. formances 3 So again, He (faith he) that: keepeth ther: Fig-tree, - Pall'ent'th 
Fruit thereof 3 he that keepeth it, that1s, he that dreſſerh' and ordereth 6 
to advantage for bearing fruit, | 1109 1719711 Yo Its 07 wil 
. - 3- Again, keeping may be taken for preſerving,” guarding, "ſecuting 
from miſchiet or damage « which indeed is the: moſt common uſe'of the - 
word ; and therefore we need no inſtancing to countenance it, ' 11. 
Now any of theſe ſenſes may be intended here, or all of them tope.. 
ther ; and they indeed are in the nature of the thing ſo coherent, 'or { 
mutually dependent one on the other, that any one of them. can'hy 
be praiſed without the reſt : For without heedfully obſerving  onrheart 
we cannot well govern it ; and an ill-governed heart cannot eafily'be gt; 
tended to 3 and without both watchful obſervation, - and skilful mane. 
ment, of it, we cannot guard it from evil ;i and reciprocally withoutpuard. 
ing it, we cannot well rule it, or duly mind it - ſuch a complication'there 
is in;pratice of theſe three cuſtodies, ' © 1) + { 11 40 
\ I ſhall at prefent onely diſcourſe: concerning the firſt of them "which 
ſeems 1n the nature of things, and, according to-our method'of 'aQibpity 
precede, According to this expolition, ! when 'tis ſaid, Keep thy heart 
with all diligence, we may underſtand it, as if each; of us weres thus advi- 
fed ; With a moſt conſtant and wary. care obſerve all'the interiour' pe 
penſions and motions of thy ſoul.z' whatever: is:done, or" de ged; within 
thee; whither thy defires lean, what thy affections are ſtirred by, to'whit 
thy judgment of things doth lead thee, with! greateſt-.attention and'aſſi 
duity;mark and porider. it. oe 0 Foyle 1; hn antes 
It is a peculiar exeellency : of humane nature, which ſcemeth!more'th 
diſtinguiſh a man from any inferiour rank of ercatures, thart barb teaſon'it 
elf, that-he can refle& upon all that is done within himzi ean Uifcery'the 
tendencies of his {oul, isacquainted- with bis:own !{purpoſes || ſome this 
-dows of other rational operations are diſcoverable:in»beaſts; and 'tisnot 
ealte.to convince them,” who fron plauſible experiments do:affirm-them 
ſometimes to {yllogize-; but: no gooqhreafon ior expetienceican; (I ſuppoke) 
make it probable, that-they partake of this'reflexive faculcy'13rhat they 
do eyer regard,: or: remark \upon ther: own\-imaginations 5 they” ſeem 
ways to march diretly forward with-a blind; inipethouſne(s:toward! ome 
pleaſing obje&t, without attending.to the fancy that / guidesvtheny/ or the 
appetite which excites them : (neither | indeed: do> they fſeein toi need: anf 
ſuch power in order to the preſervation of their life, or gratifying ofthe 
ſenſe, which are the main ends they were deſigned and; fittedfor: -But 
man being deſigned by his Maker,:diſpoſed by the frame of: his nature, and 
obliged by a Law impoſed on him-not to, follow-caſual! itpylſes\ from ( 
teriour 'objects,:nor the bare condu@tof higimagination;' nor{ the ſway 
his/natural propenſaties, bat to'regulate as-well:the/interral workin 

his ſoril, as his external aCtions according toicertain Laws: or Rules preſer\ 
bed him s to ſertle his. thoughts upon due 'objeRs,''to bend his hnclnati 
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&m. Xl 
0 a right frame, to conſtrain his atteCtions within due bounds, to reQify 
ys judgments of things, to ground his purpoſes upon honeſt reaſons, and 
rect them unto lawful matters 3 it is needfu], that he ſhould have this 
oer of diſcerning whatever moveth, or paſſeth within him ; what he 
thinks uPOI, whither he inclines, how he judgeth, whence he is affected, 
whecefore he doth reſolve 5 without this power he could not be a moral 
gent, not able to perform any duty, not properly ſubje&t to any Law, 
wxliable to render an accoimpt of his doings - Did he not perceive his own 
thoughts, how could he diſpel them, when they are bad, or vain? might 
Jenot obſerve his own inclinations, how could he ſtrive to reſtrain them, 
xtorcform them, when they draw to unlawful practices £ were he not 
fle of his affeCtions, how could he endeavour to reduce or com- 
we them, when they become exorbitant or tumultuous ? were he not 
aaſcious of his own opinions, how could he weigh, and exaniine them 3 
pF he conform his actions to them, or practice according to the 
kates of his conſcience # 'tis theretore plainly needfal that man ſhould 
leendued with this power, for that withour it he can neither perform 
= required of him, nor enjoy the benefits he is capacified, and de- 


{ned for : Our Maker theretore hath conterred it upon us, our duty con- 
{kin its right uſe, our advantage ariſeth from the conſtant and careful 
aerciſe of this excellent faculty : Conſtant and careful, I fay : conStart, 
frobſervation implies ſo much ; for, 1 ever we ſhut our eyes, or turn 
ar beads aſide, what we look to may be gone 3 much therefore will paſs 
my undiſcerned and unobſerved by us eſpecially ſuch quick and fleet- 
things as are the interiour motions of our ſoul will eſcape 3 wherefore 
jantinual vigilancy is requiſite to a keeper of the heart 3 It muſt alſo 
kecarful, as the keeper. of a thing ſo nimble and {lippery muſt not ſleep, 
phemuſt not ſlumber 5 he muſt not be oſcitant, but very intent upon 
charge 3 ſaperficial glances upon the outward face, as it were, of the 
bil vill not ſuffice 5 to obſerve is with earneſt care to look through the 
witer;z to diſcern whatever lurketh therein, to pierce into the very depth 
whowtom of it, to ſÞy through every nook and corner therein ; other- 
me'tis but ſlightly viewed rather than truly obſerved ; eſpecially fo ſub- 
th & intricate, ſo obſcure a thing as a man's heart 1s requirerh an extra- 
inary application of mind in obſerving it with judgment and fruit. 

*Thisis then our duty, recommended by the Wiſe Man, to be continu- 
I}.yith extream diligence, looking inward upon our ſelves, obſerving 
Wtthoughts ſpring up within us, what imaginations find moſt welcome 
Wbour in our breaſts, what objeRts moſt atfect us with delight, or diſ- 
Falure (what it is that we love and readily embrace 5 what we diſtaſt 
alpreſently reje&t) what prejudices do poſſeſs our minds 3 wheretore 
R propoſe to our ſelves ſuch undertakings 3 converting with our ſelves, 
Was it were diſcourſing in this manner : Whar is it that I think upon, 
Wy thoughts ſerious, {eaſonable, and pure? Whither do I propend 3 


Wi gments do I make of things 3 are my apprehenſions clear, ſolid, ſure, 
. But Wit upon no corrupt prejudice £ What doth molt eaſily ſtir me, and how 
Wy heart moved ; are my affections calm, and orderly, and well placed ? 
Mut plots do I contrive, what projeds am | driving on 3 are my deſigns 
M9, are my intentions upright and ſincere? let me throughly enquire 
[Wotheſe points, let me be fully ſatisfied in them ; thus ſhould we conti- 
willy be doing, The holy Scripture doth often bid us to judge our 
Ws, toexamine our works 3 to ſearch and try ; to weigh, to heed, to 
ch over our ways : If (faith St. Part) we world judge (diſcern, or di- 
| R ſtioguiſh) 


&my inclinations compliant to God's Law, and good reaſon ? Whar - 


0 —23- * . 
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122 Keep thy Heart with all diligence. Vol, I 


x Cor. 11. 31- ſtinguiſh) our ſelves, we ſhould not be judged 3 that is, we ſhould aygia 
Sal.6- 4: thoſe miſcarriages, which bring the divine judgments upon us : ang, 7 
Parelroy. #5 (faith the Prophet Jeremy) ſearch and try our ways, and turn ung the 
Lam. 3. 4% [ord ; and, I fatd I wit take heed to My ways ( ſaith the Pſalmift), and 
Pal. 39-1. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be eftabliſhed, is the Wi 
Prov. 4-25: Man's advice: Search our ways, and ponder our paths, this implies, thae 
we firſt do examine, and weigh our hearts 3 for there our way begin; 
thence is motion derived to our feet, and to our hands alfo 3 "All ogr 
actions depend as effetts of them, all do receive their mora] quality thence; © 
Mark 7-23. Whatever in our.doings is good or bad avdw ined, doth Cas onr Lord 
expreſleth it) iſſue from within us 3 our actions are but ſtreams fiverr or | 
bitter, clear or fou}, according to the tincture they receive at thoſe jn- 
ward ſources of good or evil inclinations, of true or falfe judgrients,- of 

pure or corrupt intention 3 there conſequently we are principally obliped, 
to exerciſe the ſcrutiny and trial required of us. ; | 

Socrates is reported to have much 5 mire! that Verſe n Homer, 

"Opt Tot & pegrena! ngxorT deve Thruxlaa, 
Gell. 7. 6. affirming that in it the ſum of all Wildo:n is comprized : the ſenſe anf 
drift thereof being this, as he took it: Stek and ſ'ndy what good of bad 

is at home, within thy houſe ; {ce now all goes 10 thy breaſt ; employ th 
chief inquiry upon the affairs of thy foul ; there confining thy curiofiry 
and care, | 
Such is the duty ; and the praGtice thereof is of huge profit and uſe; 
bringing many great benefits and advantages with it 3 the neglett of it i 
attended with many grievous inconveniences and mſchiefs, and'for per- 
{wading to the one, diflwading from the other, I thall proponnd fomeof 
them, fuch as are moſt obvious, and offer themſelves to my meditation, ” 
The moſt general, and moſt immediate advaritage arifing hence is this, | 
that by ſuch a conſtant and careful inſpe&tion, or {ſtudy upon our heats, 
we may arrive to 'a competent knowledge of, . and a'true'iqualtitance 
with our ſelves (a moſt uſetul knowledge, a moſt beneficial acquaintane) 
Jer. 17.5. Neither of them being otherwiſe attainable. The heart (as you'know 
the Prophet ſays) # deceitful above ' all things 5 and, who (adds he) us 
know it ? who can know it ; none it ſeems, but God that made'it 4' and 
the man that hath it ; he that hath it, muſt, I ſay, be able'competents 
ly to know it; even in regard to him the queſtion may intimate' ſome dif- 
ficulty, but it doth not denote an abſolute impoſſibility - Hard'it' iy be 
for us to know the heart by reaſon of its deceitfulneſs 3 but the flieſt inipo* 
ſture, if narrowly looked into, may be' detetted : *Tis a very ſubtle 
abſtruſe, a very various and mutable thing 3 the multiplicity of objetts 
it doth converſe with, the divers alterations it is ſnbje&t to from: bodily 
temper, cuſtom, company, example, other unaccomptable cauſes 3 els 
cially its proneneſs to comply with, and to ſate its judgments of thing 
anto preſent circumſtances without, and preſent appetites withif do ret 
der it ſuch 3 wherefore it is not indeed eafie to know it 3 but yet pollible 
it is 3 for under ſevere penalties we are obliged not to be deceived by ih 
or which is all one, not to ſuffer it to be deceived : Let no man (faith 3 

Cor. 2.18, Pal) deceive kimfelf ; ſee that ye be not deceived, ſaith our $1270, T 
Luke 21. 8. heed faith e/Hoſes) to your ſelves, that your heart be not deceived; ſuch Pit 
Dent. 18-166 cepts there are many, obliging us to know our hearts, and to diſcover the 
fallacies put on them, or upon us by them 3 carrying with them direttions 
how to compals it 3 that is, by looking about us, and taking heed 5 (by 
careful circumſpeCtion 2nd caution.) lt is therefore a feaſible thing t0'F 


void being impoſed upon, and well to underſtand our {clyes: But _ ” 
| | | abilr 


—_— = . 


pieces of knowledge, 1d this eſpecially cannot be attained with- 
gtinduſtrious applications of, our mind, and conſtant obſervations, ro 
the corners wherein the deceit Jurks 53 we muſt purſue its ſecret wind- 
"20d Antigues 5 we mult trace it ſtep by ſtep, (as Hunters do wild 
halls) into the utmoſt recelles of its firſt deſires, and moſt deeply radica- 
glprejudices 3 We mult. do as David did, when he ſtrove to-tree' him- 


* 


het (Gait he) and. my ſpirit made. diligent ſearch ;, * by whieti' praftice he 
nd, as he farther acquaints us, that it was his infirmity, which moved: 
imo doubt of God's mercy and benignity toward him. Gieero having 
hnewhere commended Philoſophy as the moſt excellent 


# # difficult thing, to know our ſelves : but he, with | | 
y favour, doth ſeem to.promiſe for his friend more than ſhe is able to per- 


cular method. the Empirick ſeems to have more to do here than the. 


eming the nature of our foul ; its ſtate, its power, its manners of ating 3 

tmp preſcribe {ome wide directions about proceeding in the diſcovery 
our ſelves 3 but the particular knowledge (and therein the chief difh- 

al lieth.) of our ſelves, how our fouls ſtand inclined and diſpoſed, that 
gy our particular earneſt ſtudy, 'and alliduows:obſervation can yield 
ous; and it 15 an ineſtimable advantage-to obtain it, ' Alkmen are 

xycurious and inquiſitive after knowledge, che-being endued therewith! 
llth. for a goodly ornament, .a rich poſlefiian, ' a matter of great fatis- 

on, and much-.uſe.; -Men are commonly aſhamed of nothing! fo much 

ionorance 3 but if. any knowledge' mericech eſteehi for"its worth and 
loch, this next to: that:concerning Almighty'God, may farely beſt 
wind thereto 3 if any ignorance deſerveth blame, ''this certainly is'moſt 
Slethereto's tobe ſtudious in comemplating/ natyital*effeRts, and the 
als whence they proceed 3 to be'verſed in the writings and'ſtories of 
ler mens doings 5 to be pragmaticalobſervers of what is {aid or done 
fllout us (that which;perchance may-4ittle concern, little profit us to 
kw) and 1n the mean while to be ſtrangers at home, to overlook what 
ph in our own breaſts, to be ignorant of our moſt near and proper 
weernments, is a folly, | if any, to be derided, or rather greatly to be 
&d, as the ſource of many great inconveniences to'us. For it is from 
lorance of our ſelves that we: miſtake: our felves for other Perſons than 
ereally are, and accordingly we behave our ſelves toward our ſelves 
Wpreat indecency and injuſtice z we aſſume and attribute to our ſelves 
which, doth not any-wile belong unto us, or become us : As put caſe 
Racignorant of the Perſons we converſe with, as to their quality, their 
it, their humour 3:we ſhall be apt to miſcall, and miſtake them; to 


FG reſpet than befits them 3 to croſs them rudely, or unhandſomely to 
Wour them - In like manner, if we'be (trangers to our hearts, ſhall we 
Wy Qur. ſelves toward our own ſelves: We ſhall hence, like men in a fren- 


» - 


room) admiring our ſelves for qualities not really being in us 5 ap- 
Mine gur ſelves for ations: nothing ' worth: 3/' ſuch as proceed fron! 111 
laples, and aim at bad ends, when--as did we- tur our thoughts in- 
R 2 wards, 


© 
& 


=+ 
Ry 

= 
Ck 


GX. Keep tby Heart with al atligence, 123 


km; the main part of this knowledge doth lye beyond the reach of atiy + 


wor : Philoſophy may perhaps afford us ſome plauſible notions con- 


Wehave Qur ſelves in.our. demeanour toward them 3 -to yield them more. 


f take our {elves for extraordinary People, rich and noble,: and nughty,. : 
Mn indeed our condition being duly eſtimated, -we are wretchedly mean 
Wbepoarly,, ., We. do frequently hug our ſelves: (or rather ſhadows in. ger, 


L5 


om diſtruſt and impatience in' his ſtraits : * 1 communed with my own Pl, 77.6, I. 


; d 1. is s Hec enim una nos.cumn cateras tes 0m- 
by Heaven beltowe Þ "or 7" *y allign 8 cop 6p ay 2. nes, tum gqnod eft difficilimum docuit, ut 
it teaches #4, as all other things, Jo eſpecia iy this of noſmet zpſos noſceremus.” Cic, de Leg. 1. 


3: 17» 
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124 


5 wards, and regard \ what we find in our hearts, by what incli 
are moved, upon what grounds we-proceed, we ſhould be aſhamed; and 


Keep thy Heart with all diligence. Vai 


Ut nem» in ſeſe ſee cauſe rather to bemoan, than to bleſs our ſelves : Deſcending imo'ou 


tentat deſcen- 
dere, nemo. 


Luke 18. 7. 


ſelves we might perchance diſcern that moſt of our gallant performarcc. 
(ſuch. as.got conſidering our hearts we: preſume them to be) are derived 
from ſelf-love, or-pride 3 from defire of honour, : or love of gain; from 
fear of damage or diſcredit in the World, rather than out of' love; revs 
rence, and-gratitude toward God, of charity, compaſſion, and pood-will 
toward our brethren, of ſober regard to our own true welfare-and hapyi- 
neſs z, which are the onely commendable principles, and grounds of ation; 
St. Luke telleth us of certain men, who perſwaded themſelves that they wer 
righteows, and deſpiſed others 3 upon occaſion of whom our Saviour di 
Qateth the Parable of the *Phariſee and *Publican 5 whence think we 
came that fond confidence in themlelves, and proud contempt of other? 

wa:  fromignorance ſurely of themſelves, or from'nor ob- 


Pacov Savr3r emd]eys $454 Gras . ſerving thoſe bad diſpoſitions, thoſe wrong Opinions 
7 ivy orra, a9 4 xavns dens ques thoſe.corrupt fountains within, from whence — 


«oy. Nazianz: Orat, 29. 


Gal. 6 | ws deeds did tiow. If any man (lit 
xs '. .  Paph, giving an account of ſuch preſumptions)" thinks 
TTegs £aumov (OVOW | himſelf to be ſomething, when he's nothing, . dawidy oy my 


——patrie quis exul ſe quoque ſugit ? 


'Aurls raul yp oupCing, x) my 


he cheats himſelf. in his mind ; but let every- man examine 
his work, ard then he ſhall. have rejoicing in himſelf alone (or, privately with 
himſelf) 5 ſome, he.,implieth, daimpoſe upon,” and delude themſdve, 
imagining themſelves fame-bodies, (indued : forſooth with adnirable qita- 
lities, 0x40 have atchieved very; worthy deeds) when as, if they'woold 
enquire into themſelves, they ſhould find no ſuch matter 3 that theriſve 
were no: ſuch Men, and their Works.no ſach Wonders': But if (faith 
3 Man doth Sxucdfen fare 7 Yer, implore and examine what he doeth, ” 
in reſult thereof doth.clearly perceive, that he-ateth npon/#560d'real 
and with honeſt intentions, then may.he indeed injoy a ſolid interjoarfil 
faction (a true #4, or exultation of mind.) whatever others, not 
quainted with thoſe inward ſprings:of -his-motion, do pleaſe to" judge" 
him, and his proceedings, No manindeed can truly value-biwnaſaf," 
well approve of his own.doings, fo as to find any;pertet comfort. in hin 
{clf, or in them, who doth not by ſtudying himſelt diſcover whetce,"and 
why he aGts : One may be a flatterer,' but cannot'be'a true friend to hiths 
{clf, who doth not throughly acquaint hinfelf with his own inward fate; 
who doth not frequently conſult, and'converſe'with himſelf : A friend 
himicif, 1 faid, and to be fois one'of the greateſt benefits/ that hurmaiit 
life can enjoy 3 that which will moſt ſweeten' and ſolace our Hife'to'W! 
friendſhip with others (with perſons honelt ' and'intelligent): is a/\gitat 
accommodation, helping much to allay the troubles; and eaſe rhe burthiens 
of life 3 but friendihip with our felves is much'more neceſſary! to-out 
well-being : for we have continual opportuditics'and 
obligations to converſe with our ſelyes'; ''we''do'ever 


19. Naz. bpijt. 60. need afliſtance, advice and .comfort athome! and h 


commonly. 'tis long acquaintance, and-farfliar titer 


I F wy bien os <nmoare courſe. together, which doth conciliate one inah/to'aner 
wa aegndfiv £x, varduov, v | a dads 
Zraxauteet # Moyes G94 by law ther, begetting nucual dearneſs and: confidence, fo ith 


TVs ) <euazayar' AN 1 yyiuers toward Ones (cif: As no man can be a friend to'a Mere. 


xax6y mayredemiv,  geiThwz, % ſtranger, or to:00e whole temper-, * whoſe "hutmou!, 


poCuphon mt Tvlryuumd i Wenls,Oc. 
Plut, de Carof. Þ- 916; 


whole deligns he-is ignorant of 5 : fo canhor he be 
| friend to himſelf, if 'he be unacquainted with his'oWd 
difpolition and meaning 3 he cannot in {uch a cafe rely upon his own it 
vice 


| 
( 
d 
| 
| 
| 
| 


GX 


mn a 54M when Ps F Is 5 but will: ſuſpett, - and diſtruſt himſelf; he 

nor be pleaſapr company to him{elf,.| but ſhall be ready. to cok, and 

| out WITÞ. hinſ{clf ; be cannot adminiſter conſolation to his own grict 
and diſteees 5 his privacy will become a deſertion, his rettrement a mere 
@, But paſling over this general advantage, [ſhall with ſome more 
ginuteacl .of diſtingzon coaſidee;, divers particular advantages accruing 
kom the praQuce of this duty, rogether with the Oppolite 1agQnveniences, 
web» are conſequent pon the OO thereof, in the following OE: 


Keep thy Heart rt wb al diligence. 


. - 
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keep chy Heart with all diligence. 


Pk - R 9 V. TV, 23. 
Keep thy Heart with all diligence, &c. . 


Vf fiocred to the particylar adyant get the praftice of this duty, and 
F the igconveniences of the ne A; eos as i 
T 1, The conſtagt and carctul obſervation of our bearts will ferveto 
event -conlÞgk v9 Cite 2nd nid ;. to render us ſober 
(modeſt in our opinjons concerning, and: in. Br affeQions toward our 
bl 5 « ualifying \ us. t9 comply en Apoſtolical. {kay Wi veereir \Vrie 
We thar js, not 10 overween, or overvalue our ſelves, and our own 
ings for he that by {criqus inſpettion upon. his own heart, ſhall diſcern 
Oy Wy any fond, impure, and ugly thoughts do ſwarm witbin him ; how 
Wer ele ts inclinations are from good, .and how prone to evil 3 how much 
bifcfons are miſplaged, and diſtempered (while he vehemently de- 
Ys the policfſion, and ane rets for the want of trifles, having 
al content in the fruition, and þut lender diſpleaſure for the abſence of 
Wpreateſt gogds 3 while empty hopes exalt him, and idle fears dejedt 
W; while other various paſſions, like ſo many tempeſts, drive, and 
Whim all about) who ſhall obſerve, how Rong of darkneſs, errour 
0 bt. do hover, upon the face 6 Fi ſoul 3:1 ſo. that be. quickl y taketh 
Ip inions, and or ok ayeth them down, and: often turneth from one 
We vrits aridth6; $48 unſettled his reſolutions are, eſpecially in the 
Wales of the beſt goods; z,and what corrupt mixtures cleave to his beſt 
ſpe ſs'; who take! $I notice how backward he is uato, and how cold in 
forions roward'G how little ſenſible of his goodnehg,,,.or. fearful of 
Kipleaſure, or zealous for. is hogour, or careful of performing his 
] Wward him z how Ae allg i It. is, that he, defireth, or delighteth in 
2009. "that he pit jeth an grieveth at the eyz] of his neighbour 3 how 
Wppilh! a & and 1 remils he is in the, purſuance of his own belt Ms Fe 
ighe 


————_———_—— _—_——__ . - ons ummm Co Cs 
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Leniter ex me- 
rito quicquid 
patiare feren- 
dum ef}, Ovid. 
Ep. 5. 


Ezra 9. 13. 


Pal. 103. 10, 


I am. 3: 22» 


Gen. 32. 10. 


by . | = — — 
higheſt concernments 3 he that doth, 1 ſay, frequently with heedfutnc; 
regard theſe imperfeQions anJ obliquities in his own heart, how cat he 
be raviſhed with felf-love 2 how can' he be much taken with himſelf ? 
can any man dote upon ſuch deformity, admire fuch weakneſs ang nauph- 
tineſs ? No ſurely 3 that men are (& amorous of themſelves, fo havpht 
and arrogant in their conceits, -doth conſtantly ariſe from not refleQing l 
their own hearts 3 not beholding themſelves wiſtly enough in that mir» 
rour 3 not confidering according to juſt repreſentation there how littleloye- 
ly, or worthy they are : If they did prattice that, they would ſee reaſon, and 
thence become inclinable rather to deſpile, to loath,-to pity themſelves ].. 
2, Upon that advantage is conſequent, that4his -prattice will-diſpok 
us with equanimity, and patience to bear all croſles and grievances befal- 
ling us ;o Progſficing nof oggly ag exeellefib, vaſſeue, butia conWerihi 
folacetofs ; We the being $nCi of fo nl Funworthineſs, Which 
fervation' fl neceſſarily” diſcover, will tiot onely jiſſtif the 
providence, (ſo removing all juſt cauſe of complaint) but will. commend 
the benignity of God unto us (ſo adminiſtring good matter of thanks) 
It will prompt us heartily .to confeſs with thoſe'11n Ezra, that ovr puniſh 
ments are life than our deſervings ; to join in acknowledginentiwith the 
Pfalmiſt, that God hath not dealt with ws after our ſins 5 nor rewartedlw 6c- 


cording to our iniquities; to ſay with Jeremy, It as of the Loyd's mercy, that 


we are not conſumed, becauſe his compajſions fail not ; with Jacob, 1 an leſe 
Thee any of Tf meretes, eo TOE OT On PITT 

3. Particularly this Practice. will & us againſt 1mmoderate diſplea- 
ſure occaſionable by Mens hird obitlog, or raſh cenſures paſſed on us: 
For he that by inquiry into bimſelf perceives fo many defes in himſelf 


will not ſo ealily; nor fo greatly be* offended, if 'foms of them (or ſome 


like to them) be objefed to him 3 fince he finds himſelf truly lia 
many more, and” greater. Cpieti, his advice is, when. you are tdlf 
that any Man ſpeaks ill of you, 'that you ſhould not apologize, butanſgr 
onely, that he was ignorant of mui other faults of yours, ' or he wolk 
not onely have mentioned thoſe : To be diſpoſed without aills ling, 
affection to follow his counſel would atgue a man' very intelligeny, of him 
fff, and well prepared to'endure happily and handſomely - encquitters'0 
this kind, which every man” fhall be fare to meet with. Noneii 


ſo contentedly brook reproach, or blame, as he that by intimate acquainy | 


rance with his own heart doth know the cenſure” paſſed on him to bein 
effe&t mild and favourable 3 as finding himſelf a witneſs of more fault 
than any adverſary can accuſe him of; as being a ſtriter examiner, at 
{verer judge of himſelf than the moſt envious eye,. or diſaffeRed mind 
can be. Iris alſo ſome'cotnfort, that if cenſures be very outragious, 4 
Man by knowledge of himſelf (by knowing his own diſpoſitions, if bis 


. perſon be disfigured by a very ill character 3 by knowing his own purpoſes, 


Index ip/e fur 
guem 
wvulzt 
SPecur us 


if his ations be grievouſ]y aſperſed) is certain they are ſuch z [that he can 
be as well a faithful witneſs, and juſt Judge for hiniſelf, as ag inſt bimſel 

4. Likewiſe this praftice will defend us, © as from the diſcouiforts 0 
harſh cenſure, ſo from the miſtakes and miſcarriages, to which the more 
favoiirable opinions of Men, or their flattering expieF 
ſions (thole Iuſcious poiſons) may expoſe us _ |; 


ſe jatum. explorat,'ad un- 


Quid proceres, vanique ferat quid opints ; — Nthil eſt quod crederc de ſe =. 10 


f .” Non poſfit, cum landatur — — 
The commott-nature of men diſpoſerh'them to be” credulous, - when the 
are comniended , or receive any 'fignification' of eſteem from __ 


Keep thy Heart with all diligence. Vain 


I 4 © $ ; = J 
*Tis not onely true of great men, but even Of,all med 7 
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Fyery car is tickled with this 195 azoue, this ſweet muſick of applauſe : 
ur We are Not to relye upon othersamperteCt and ill-grounded judgment 
bmach as upon our Own more certain knowledge concerning our ſelves : 
| —7C Cui de te plus quam tibi credas. | 
Take 0 1122N's word before thine own fenſe, in what concerns thine own 
ak and character, is an advice deſerving our regard and praftice : For 
at a 0148 in queſtions of this kind 1s able to be. a skilfal and (indifferent 
Unpire between hinielt and others 3 that he is neither elevated, nor des 
ſed jo mind by external weights,: but keeperh himſelf. equally poiſed 
Mz juſt conbilience by his own well-informed canſcience z that neither 
| MW ipbeart is exaſperated with the bittereſt gall of reproach, nor his head 
mozicared with the ſweeteſt wine of flattery, is an invaluable conveni- 
ace of life 5 or cather it 1s a vertue arguing a moſt ſtrong and healthful 
aoſtizucion of foul. How great a levity of awind, how es En. 
puts vavity i it (loin a good Father) ſetting aſide rants vanity rat oj 
OLE «0nſerence to follow other mens opinions (and alienam opinionem ral AL, wap 5 
no 1bat feigned and forged) to be ſnatched away by the 74"; *tare ſimulatam; rapi vento ſalſe 
T gat te MO gt audationis, gaudere ad circu 
xing of falje praiſe, to rejoice In b:ing carcumvented, and ſuam HMuſionem pro "verry ne cath 
preceive being mocked for a benefit £ From being thus Hier: (vel Paulipus) ad Celant. PE 
uſed, this practice alone can ſecure us - If we know our ſelves well, we 
= bn yy be deluded by the miſtakes of others concerning us, on 
Wo hand. | 
-$ Likewiſe, farther upon the ſame this pradtice will conduce to qua- 
our opinions, and moderate our patſions toward others ; ſo that with- 
Kiatemperate anger, or bitterneſs, we may bear the faults, errours, and 
wit of our brezhren 5 that we fhall be benign in our carriage, and 
e in Our cenſures even toward them, who do not behave themſelves 
byeland witely as they ſhould do. 'St. Pay! thus admoniſheth. the Ga- 
bias, Brethren, if 4 man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual S*- 5: 1+ 
(lemore ſpiritual whether 1n truth, or. 10 our own eſteem; the more e- 
{ually are we obliged hereto) reſtore fuch an anc. in the ſpirit of meekreſs, 
mjatring thy ſelf, leſt thou may be alſoterepted ; ox9mnvy axerniy, looking upon, 
ging into thy (elf; ſuch conlideritg our ſelves,” raking notice of our 
Mwlemicy within, perceiving bow ſubject we'-arc! to the impreſiions 
Ctempration, and that lience it may be our ow cafe to' fall and faulter, 
48 concur with our weakne(sz diſcerning; this, I ſay, as it will Marc. Ant... 
kiraſon obliging, ſoit may be an. infirument»:conducing to: a mitiga- | 
Wol-ſpiric- toward thoſe, whom we-ſce overtaken with-miſtake, * or 
Meboro by frailty. Why doſt thou face mote in thy brothers eye;but do$t no; Watt. 7: 2: 
Wider the bearn in thine own ee £ is Our Saviour's'queſtion 5 "Why a man 
kylddo ſo, there cannot (as he implies) any good reafon be-affigned: 
[a very unreaſonable and inexculable mitcarriage) but whence a 
Wdoeth ſo, is obvious.and plain; it-is, becauſe he cariouſly pryes into 
Mer mens doings, and carcleſly negletteth the obſervation of his own 
kn; Did we refle&t our fight inwards, we ſhould be more' apt. to mark 
Wown faults, and leſs ready to diſcover thoſe-of -others 53 or however 
Wilould be more gently affected in regard to them-.: For he that knows 
Wiklf a beggarly Wretch,” will he reproach poverty to another 2 He 
Wconſaking the glaſs doth find himſelf ll-favoured, will -he-upbraid 
Wiker for want of grace or beauty ? ;He that perceives that the dart 
Wreboung, and thereby. wound himſelf, will he not be caretyl of fling- 
Wit? Willa man be forward jn pronouncing a heavy ſentence againft 
Wiher, who conliders hinelt by plain conſequence 1avolved 4n the con- 
nation thereot ? $hould'a man do: (ſo, he doth at leaft- render him- 
| {elf 


| 
| 
| 
: 
; 
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2 *am. 12, 


Sj volumis equi rerun omnium judices *(is reaſon we ſhould be ſo firſt, and chiefly there, 


eſſe, hoc primum nobis ſuadeam, nemi- here our greateſt enemies do abide w 
oF, eſſe notrum ſine culpa. Sen. de Ir. hf ark p : - gs h _o Notes moſt mil. 
Suyſroul on Hives mim mis CRIEL Artietn tons 5 ere tnere 1s nttelt matter, and 


mal $aur3. Cato Mej. Jjaſteſt cauſe of paſſion : Thus is this praftice a moſt 


& KapTaveon, 
Plut, p. 624+ 


Pſal. 113. IF. 


ſelf uncapable of apology, or excuſe : So we are told by'St. Pay] 1 Bag 
cenſurer (755 xelvor) js, faith he, inexcuſable 5 for that in arraigning ang. 
ther be condemns himſelf ; guilty is he of inexculable folly, or impudetice: 
of folly and blindneſs, if he ſee not 5 of extream imipudence, if ſeeing 


- on that, which is too hard for us to effect, and>*tis worſe than ſo 't0K 


his own . obnoxiouſneſs he will not abſtain from Judging others for ”u. 
of which himſelf is guilty in the ſame kind, or equivalently in fome 6. 
ther. You know how Devid was caught by A(athan, and unwarily ag. 
judged himſelf to death » And ſo may every man expoſe himflf, that j; 
rigorous in cenſure toward others without reflecting on himſelf, and con- 
lidering his own heart z wherein he ſhall find ſo much ground and matt 

of being angry with, and judging himſelf. If we will be fierce and keen 


Ee eas a ce ones I ID. 


proper and effetual remedy for thoſe baneful'vices'« 
pride and peeviſhneſs in our ſelves, of malignity and fury toward others 
But farther, - | «: Wrath 
6. The obſervation of our heart yieldeth great advantage in'being' ye- 
ry conducible to render men truly wiſe and prudent 3 in thoſe things eſpes 
cially, which moſt nearly concern them : Giving them to ſee before then) 
and to underſtand what they do z and to' proceed without ſeentity 5" a 
contrarily the negled& thereof rendereth men unadviſed and uncertain in 
their doings. A main point of prudence confiſteth in ſaiting a man un. 
dertakings to his powers and capacities 3 in not attempting' things ſurpa 
fing his ability, or fitneſsz and in nor declining ſuch uſeful, or benefi 
attempts, as he may well compaſs, Some are overbo]d and raſh in ſetii 
upon things beyond their ſtrength to accompliſh, or kill to' manage: 
whence commonly with ſhame and forrow they are defeated in yheiren 
terprizesz Others are overbackward and diffident, fo as not: to-adveniite 
upon what they may with good advantage, or perhaps ought to-perforth! 
thence depriving themſelves of the benefits they might obtain, ' or omit 
ting the duties, which they are obliged to ; -both which inconvenience 
uſually do proceed from the not looking into, and ſtudying-the hearty 
for the moſt and greateſt impediments of action do lye there 3 being grout 
ded upon inward indiſpoſitions, or difagreeablenefs of mens tenfiper,"a- 
pacity, inclination tothe -matters, | to which they apply themſelves! A 
tender: foot will be galled and lamed, if you ſer it goihg in rugged paths 
a weak head will curn, if you place'it high, or upon the brink of a pit 
cipice ; a.Joft ſpitit cannot well comport with boiſt6fous enpioune 
he that naturally affects calm and quiet, muſt not hope to come'off wel 
if he engage himſelf upon affairsexpoſed to abundance of care and mmily 
nor will he if he be well ſtudied this: way, and rightly underſtand bit 
ſelf, adventure thereupon. It was 'as well according to wiſdotn, as 
deſty,: that David could fay : Hy heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes bfy, 
neither do I exerciſe my ſelf in great matters, or in things t00 high fot 
In every undertaking .two things occur to be conſidered, what of diff 
culty is found therein, and what of temptation ; whether it: can be 60M 
and whether it ſhould; be done : lt is a folly ro ſpend our care'and pains'vl 


venture upon that, which moſt probably will bring us into (ig; and ur 
our ſouls 3 onely the ſtudy of our ſelves, weighing our power, and try 
our temper, will prevent both : He that doerh this may commonly fot 


ſee what the caſe being put he ſhall do ; that if ſuch a temptation he 
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| faale bio in ſuch circumſtances, oo won will be apt to cotnply 
EB gerewich, and he ſhall ſcarce be able to reliſt (that for inſtance he (hall 
ax haughty in a ſtate of dignity, | become luxurious in abundance of 
yelth, be diſtraQed with care in a buſie employment) and therefore he 
will cot be ſo forward to ingage kimfelf npon ſuch occaſions ; danger and 
miſchief being ſo vividly pre-repreſented to his'fight. But he that pon- 
 drech'not his own heart is ready to preſume, that be the buſineſs what 
pill, be ſhall come off well ; and fo unadviſedly ruſheth into the ſnare 3 
te affumes unweildy burthens upon his ſhoulders, which he ſoon feeleth 
farcly to oppreſs and pain him 3 which he can neither bear with eaſe, nor 
 pwoff with convenience 3 When, for inſtance, the Prophet told Hazel : King 14, 8. 
| phat Cruelties and Rapines, ſhonld - (when he got -power and opportu- 
gp) be committed by him 3 you ſee how he was ſtartled at the report - 
le Dog, faith he'; that is, can T be fo vile and baſe 3: yes, he might 
inſet have perceived that he ſhonld in likelihood be fo ; the probability 
o{ his doing, as the Prophet faid, had been nogreat news to him, if he had 
rved his own inclinations, Good-:Aerwr on the other ſide did better | 

wherſtand himſelf, when he prayed 5 Give me neither poverty nor riches, Prov: 3. 8: 

feed me with fosd convenient for me 5 he was conſcious of natural in- 

{mity, and therefore afraid of being in a condition that might prevail 

wowiez of great wealth, Jeſt it ſhould tempt him to forgerfulneſs, and 

weſeſt of God (leſt, (faith he) Þ[ be full and deny thee, and ſay who is the 

lng?) of extreme want, * leſt it ſhould put him upon unjuſt, diſhoneſt 

{ad impious courſes to maintain his life ; (lef?, adds he, I be poor and fteal, 

ad take the 11am of my God in vain ;,) he ſaw by looking into kimſelf, that 

KWhve(the root of prideand injuſtice) was potent in him,and formidable, 

Menoccation ſhould favour it, and therefore by imploring divine aid, he 

ove to decline the advantages and occaſions 'of it. It was good coun- 

Uohich Xeophor tells us the Oracle gave Creſ#s, conſulting about the | 
key of his attempt againſt Cyras ,  Zavniy zndower bIxiger Kepton mynous * De Cyri Inſtit. 
wing thy ſelf thou ſhalt paſs on'happily- (in the courſe of thy 'life and 7 
Wdkttakings -) had he; conſidering bis own ability , in relation to the 
Maious event of things (that as he could not promiſe himfelt good fortune, 

vi edid not know how he ſhould comport with bad ; being not ſiire that 

Elould overcome either his enemies, or himſelf) thus, I ſay, had he 
Miphied with the Oracle's advice, he might have eſcaped the loſs and 
Mow which befell him. So is t with us 3 iff we know not the burthen 
Tout Veſſel, we ſhall either put more ſail to it than'it can bear,” or leſs 
Wiill-ſuffice to carry it on, it will be overladen,-or want fit balaſt : If 
Raeignorant of our capacities, we ſball either ſoar too high with a dan- 
Kawconfidence, or grovel below in a (luggiſh liſtleſneſs : Studying oar 
Sawill belp to preſerve us in a middle pitch, will direCt us in a moderate 
Me, wherein we: may: proceed with ſufficient courage: and alacrity 3 
Waprudent foreſight, or at leaſt with a comfortable hope of good ſacceſs. 

Near to that lies another conſiderable benefit, attending this pra- 
Ke, which is, thatit will help to render us expedite in our reſolutions, 
Mconſtant to them 3 conſiſtent with 'our ſelves, and uniform in our 


[2 


edings 3 whence will ariſe both great. convenience to our ſelves, and 
Aion to others with whom we deal or converſe : As on the contrary 
Eitom the negle& thereof we ſhall become (low in deliberation, doubr- 
U/reſolution, and unſtable in performance. When any occaſion of 
Wps preſented, we. ſhall be ready to cloſe with what is agreeable to 
iutelination, and not.repugnant to our judgment, if by due ſtudy and 
IKnce we are acquainted with them 3 that acquaintance 1s a certain - 
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reparation to a ſpeedy choice z and. we ſhall upenthe ſame Ms” pr " 
ftancly adhere to our choice, ſtanding upon ſo firm.a baſe's and ſen, | 
neither diſcompoſe our ſever, nordiſappoint others by our irreſolytion and 
inconſtancy. But he that skills not. bis own heart, firlt will-dyelt lons 
upon conſultation (not feeling perietly whither his inward-Biaz dork 
draw him) and when he ſeems upon fome ſuperficial reaſon to-have de. 
termined on one fide, ſome diſcordance to his own inclination,--ar fom 
latent prejudice ſoon diſcovering it ſelf, he wavers, and at length-falkof; 
finding that-he hath promiſed to bumſelf or others what he is unable op 
unwilling to perform 3, ſo like St.: Fawes his two.ſouled man, he is unſtes. 
dy in all his ways The hard Student of himſelf is like a man-that-hath 
his Eſtate in 2umerato, in ready Caſh, all in his hand, or at his command; 
he can preſently tell what he can do, and fatisfie thoſe he hath todo with: - 
go to him, you may know where to ;have bim, even juſt where you les - 
him, -or where he uſes to be 3 you may expe a-ſudden diſpatch; and'veu 
may rely upon his word; for-he knows before-hand. 'what he doethy and 
| ſhall continue to like 3 why he determines ſo or ſo 3 and cannobbe joe 
moved from his well-grounded purpoſe (that which is by the Philobphes 
termed ratio nec diſſidens, nec heſitans, a reaſon that doth not ſtrive, 'nop 
ſtick, he is maſter of.) But he that. neglects this pratice, what he kak 
any title to, lieth diſperſed, and laid up in corners unknown to: himſels 
ſo that himſelf cannot come readily by it 5 you can hardly tell where to 
find him 5 you muſt wait his reſolution, and when'tis told you, youcannot 
be aſſured thereof; nor any-wiſe ſatisfied that he will ſtick to” his word; - 
or his mind 3 he knows. not throughly. what he would have bimſelf can 
you then hope for a certain anſwer from him? He canhot welbtrufthin- 
{cIf, can you then relie upon him ?.. He will find himſelf miſtaken and. 
croſled.in his own choice, can you expe leſs? nid EA Sapientia ?-- ſexyen 
ides welle, atque ide nolle : ' Conſtancy to a Man's ſelf is, faith'he, the. 

_ very being of Wiſdom.z however nothing more beſeems a Man, *more © 
commend him to ſociety, and ſuits him to buſineſs, is more pleaſadtand 
grateful to thoſe, who have to do with him, than ſuch a clear, uniform, 
ſteady diſpoſition of mind ; ſuch- a ſmooth and even: tenour-of ation; 
nothing renders converſation and commerce more unpleaſant, than fickle - 
lubricity of; humour, and unaccountable deformity of behaviour; That. 
ſtudy therefore is very uſeful, which conduceth to. breed: and maintain (he ; 
one, and which removeththe other. | ' {2 0 mae 

8. Again, another; valuable convenience of this praftice is, that it'dif> | 
poſeth unto, and preſerveth'a Man's mind in a ſober temper, © agreeabl 
to his ſtate,, and. tothe circumſtances into which he: is caſt 3 ſuch a teft-. 
per I mean, as that, which the Wiſe Han preſeribes,, where he ſairh, oth 
day of proſperity be joyful; but in the day of adverſity. conſider. It's apt'to 
beget either a comfortable joy, or. a wholſome regret, according as the 
interiour condition: of- his ſou] (that wherein the chief cauſe-of the one, 


of, that Which doth ſpring trom the being conſcious, that . | 
3 John 1. 2: ded3ove (as St John ſpeaks ) that 18, go well forwardpin a, happy” 
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Þ 5; 200d thoughts freely do ſpring up, that good inclinations are ſtrong 
ad prevalent, that good [habits of mind. wax vigorous 3 that the love of 
*odnefs.1s improved 3 that he generally doth thrive in health arid ſtrength 

W ficiual - No increaſe of treaſure can, afte&t the covetous, no riſing in 

| poſer and dignity can fatisfie the ambitious, no enjoyment of ſenſual 
tertainments can raviſh the voluptuous man with fo true or great con- 
ent, a5 the ſenhible proficiency in vertuous and pious diſpoſitions of ſoul; 
owing 7icher unto God, and ſtronger in-the hopes of his favour do 

Yoduce 11 him that doth affect it, and can perceive it : *Tis a joy in all 

repetts incomparable 3 onely wiſe and reaſonable, 'pure and innocent, 

&m and durable, As oa the other hand if it be fo that. we diſcern, that 

{kin our hearts bad thoughts do (warm and multiply, bad appetites do 

fpay) bad cuſtoms do encroach upon us3 that defire of, and delight in 

"0d things decay 3 that we become more dark, dull, unſettled in our 

fariual apprehenſions, more feeble and languid in our proſecutions of 

Fertue, tis a great benefit ro havea timely remorſe prompring and urging 

pio cadeavour a deliverance from ſo unhappy a condition : But no man 

anwelleicher enjoy that comfortable delight, or be affected with this pro- 

ble forrow, who doth not with a careful attention view his heart, and 

&ry how things go there. This confideration mindeth of a farther and 

ne general advantage accruing from this practice 5 which1s this, that 

A ſerious inſpection into our hearts doth much avail toward the re- 

mation of our hearrs and lives 3 curing the diſtempers, and correQing 

the vices of them. For to the curing any diſeaſe it is requiſite to know 

tecomplexion and temper of the . Patient, and the part affe&ted, and 

thenext cauſes thereof ; As the moſt grievous of bodily diſcaſes are ſeated 

nor do proceed from the entrails ; but not all of them from the ſame 

.meof them 5 and the ſame diſeaſe depends upon the diſtemper ſometimes 

of one, ſometimes of another among. them - , So do all vices (as our Sa- watt. rs. 18. 

war expreſly teacheth) ifjue from the, heart, or interiour man 3 ſome 

ham one, ſome from another part or region thereof ; and the ſame from 

Uferent parts : Sometimes natural temper, ſometimes falſe opinion, ſome- 

tines evil cuſtom 1s the root of the tame kind of diſcaſe 5 and 'tis expe- 

{ent we ſhould know diſtinaly which .of them in particular caſes is the 

-0t, that accordingly -we may underſtand what method of cure to uſe, 

Fence to fetch the remedy, where to apply it ; for unskilfulneſs 1n theſe 

Joins may fruſtrate our endeavours of amendment. If the miſchief pro- 

&d from natural inclination, we mult not hope ever utterly to ſubdue it, 

Mrto free our ſelves ſuddenly from the incurſions thereof 3 nor is bare 

taloning a proper Weapon againſt itz it being grounded in the original 

wiſttution of the ſoul, either immediately, or as linked to the body z 

Mickby no operation of our mind can be foon altered; 

in, No wiſcors (as Seneca ſpeaketh well) car remove Wells Lara repmeic capers aub 
Itnatural vices of body or mind ;, what is infixed and in- HORN ft {ni 6g ou» 
tea tay be allayed by art, not ſubdued. Reaſon alone and citur, Sen, Ep. 11, 

Utettly, is not able to grapple therewith 3; ſhe'll break ' {ODE 

teeth upon ſo tough and knotty matter : It will weary her armes' in 

Rinto ſwim againſt the rapid current of natural propenfion 3 the violent 

Mptions thereof may indeed ſomewhat be reſtrained 5 occations of com- 

Ming therewith may often be declined; it may in time, and by degrees, 

Emeakned by ſubtrafting the food and incentives thereof : Bur eſpecially 

nl of this kind muſt, as our Saviour inſtructeth us, be ejected by T! g5dye 7? 

Aundle, earneſt and frequent invocation of divine affiitance z without ©; > war 

Mich other means commonly will/prove ineffe@ual : But if. the viceZ;&© 
yg | | : | pi& 
b 2 proceed 
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procecd onely from ill habit, or the prevalency' of bad” cuſtom we arg ©, 


oppoſe a contrary cuſtom thereto, preſently difufing that praftice. »,; 

p {pe dtzerwiſe, ſhall we eafily remove and extirpate by «If nethe 
of theſe cauſes are diſcernable, we may preſume our mdiſpoſition is dei. 
ved fron ill opinion 3 and that conſequently our beſt courſe of redrefſin 

it, is to examine the reaſon of the thing z to get clear and right apprehen: 
fions concerning it. - For example, if we obſerve our ſelves apt to be fie. 
quently tranſported with anger, let us look into our hearts, and take ng. 
rice, whether the root of that diſtemper be a cholerick complexion, © 
whether it ariſe from an habitual indulgence to our ſelves of being moyed 
upon ſlight cauſes, whereby a peeviſh humour is grown upon us; orwhe. 
ther it cometh from vain conceitsof our ſelves, as of Perſons unto when 
extraordinary deference and obſervance is due, fo that no man ſhould Pre» 


ſume to diſſent from our opinion, or contravene our defire ; and as we 


find, fo we mult reſpeRively proceed in reprefſing the cauſes of this . 
ſeaſe z praying, if it ariſe from nature, to the Omnipotent (the ond 
Lord and Commander of nature) that he would by his grace free vs from 
that inflamable temper, and inable us to govern our paſſion ; with 


(hunning occalions of being provoked ; abſtaining from ſuch diet, fich 


buſineſs, ſuch company, as naturally do kindle or ferment that humour : 
If the Malady grow from cuſtom, uſing our ſelves to bear patiently 
harſh words, unkind dealings, croſs accidents3 if our opinion difpoſe ys 
thereto, reaſoning our ſelves into moderate conceits about our ſelves, coh- 
ſidering the reaſons that may acquit or excuſe others to us upon occaſion 
of offence; Uling all, or ſome of theſe means, or the like, ſuch as the 
obſervation of our heart (hall diſcover to us to be moſt proper and ſiit- 
able to the nature, or to the cauſe of this diſtemper infeſting us, we ſhall 
wholly, or in goo] part rid our ſelves from it. Again, (to adjoinanother 
exainple, the matter ſeeming to deſerve our heed) ſuppoſe we experience 
our ſc] ves inclining to covetouſneſs; eager in getting, folicitons in keep» 
ing, unwilling to part with our goods upon reafonable occaſion (for the 
maintenance of our convenient reſpe& in the World, or for relieving the 
needs of our Brethren, or for ſerving the publick, or for promoting the 
intereſts of Piety ana Vertue) let us then look, and ſee whether this att 
ſeth from a natural ſtraitneſs, hardneſs, ſuſpiciouſneſs, or diffidence of 
Heart (ſome ſuch diſpoſitions may be obſerved in men) or from being 
by our Education, or manner of life enured to fuch a love of getting, of 
of ſparing, or of tenacity 3 or whether it ſprings from conceits about the 
worth, or the neceſlity of wealth (that without being furniſhed with 
heaps of treaſure, we ſhall come into-danger of want or diſgrace; we 
ſhall not be able to maintain our life, or uphold our credit 5 we ſhall not 
enjoy any thing, or be any bodies among men) let us, I ſay, by exartt- 
ning our hearts find out from which of theſe ſprings this ſordid difpolinon 
floweth, and accordingly ſtrive to corrett it ; either praying to Almigity 
God, that he would inlarge and ſupple our hears, if it be. natural toW3 
or addicting our teIves upon reaſonable occaſion to liberality and free es: 
pence, .if cuſtom hath therein! prevailed upon us or, if vain ſurmikes 


. have ſeduced us, reditying our judgments 3 as by other good diſcoutley 


proper againſt that brutiſh vice, ſo eſpecially by conſidering that God is 
molt good and bountiful, and tender of our being overwhelmed with 
need ; thar he continually watcheth over us, ſo that he cannot but ſet, 


and will regard what we want 3 and-that he faithfully hath promiſed, if. 


we endeavour to pleaſe him, and uſe a moderate. diligence 1n honeſt ways 


to maintain our ſelves, - that he will-yield: his blefſing, and never will __ 
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kinging lamentable iniſchick on our ſelves. Many examples of iheſc page nn 


miulions and perverſe m:{applications of devotion both Scripture affords,  51it. 10. 


lus, with the different acceptance they found :; The one was prowpt 
acigh to give thanks for the graces he had received, and the advantages 
conceived that he had in his qualities, and in his performances above 
"hers but not having duly ſtudied himſclf; did not perceive, that he 
wrather bound 10 as pardon for the pride of his heart, and the yanity 
lat aghered to his pertormances, which rendered his thankſgiving very 
(proper and unſeaſonable : The other being conſcious of his demerits 
ad wants, with a manner ſtable to his condition, in words few, but fall 
ud fit, did confeſs his unworthineſs ('which to do did beſt beſeem him ) 
ad implored niercy (which was the thing he chiefly needed) fo was his 
lkreet Prayer better accepted, than the others impertinent thankſgiving : 
[ell you (faith our Saviour) this man went down to his houſe juſtified ra- Luke 18. 14; 
ml- Wl than the other. The two Sons of Zebedee, conceiting that our Lord 
jon Wl would ſhortly become a great Prince, and 'affeQing to become Favou- 
ity WW fe then, did confidently ſue for the next place of dignity about him 3 


uw; MirLord repreſſed their fond ambition by downright telling them firſt that Matt. 20. 21. 
ex- Wl knew 20t what they asked ; then by demanding of them whether they 
ifs Wl fe able to undergo the trials they ſhould meer with 3 implying what 
tes Wy ſhould rather have requeſted ; that they more needed humility and 
d 38 MW fitience, than pomp and pleaſure : And it was the ſame two perſons, 
with WU ſe intemperate zeal he otherwhere checked with an #® #dur: tu md un 1 yke 9. 55. 
(&, WT, I: know not of what ſpirit ye are ; And no wonder, if they whoknew 


Wt what they were, did ask they knew not what 3 that betng 1gnorant 
ways their own hearts, they ſhould endute abſurd petitions 3 that 1n ſuch a 
eave Wale they ſhould defice things not onely irticongruous and inconvenient, 

us | but 


Keep thy Heart with all diligence. *. Vol. 


Gion of theſe duties ; to be able diſcreetly and pertinently '(if 1 may if 
ſpeak) to converſe with God it is requiſite to look into our: hearts; "and 
from them to take fit matter, due meaſure, right ſeaſon of requeſt, and 
of acknowledgment reſpeQtively 5 things commonly not being a, 

appear to our preſent ſenſe, or to our groſs conceit, in themſelves, op in 
their degree good or bad ; but according to the diſpoſition of our hearts 
and the effeCts they work upon them : That is not good, which'pleaſeh 
our ſenſe and fancy, nor that bad, which diſguſts them 3 but that is goog 


which rendereth our heart wiſer and better z which correQteth our incl. 


' nations, compoſeth our affe&ions, informeth our judgments rightly, ang 


Jam. 1: 2. 
Rom. 5. 3+ 

2 Cor. 12. 9. 
Gal. 6. 14. 

I Pet, I. 6, 
Heb. 12.11. 


purifieth our intentions 3 that is bad, which hath contrary effeds withi 
us. Weit's likely ſhould pray with greateſt ſeriouſneſs and earneſtnef 
for the removal of thoſe infirmities, for eaſe from thoſe afflitions, ' which 
we (ce the Holy Apoitles (being better inſtrufted in things, being more 
acquainted with themſelves) did rejoice, did glory in, did give thanks 
forz as finding the wholſome operations they had upon their hearts (tha 
by them their vertues were exerciſed, and improved, their faith tried, their 
patience increaſed, their hope confirmed 3 that, (to uſe the Apoſtle 
Words) they did in the ſequele return the peaceful fruit of righteouſneſs ty 
thoſe who were exerciſed by them 3 but leaving this Point, though deſerving 
perhaps farther conſideration, I proceed, and ſay farther, that - 

11. The continual viſitation of our inward parts doth not onely yield 
much advantage, (as in ſome meaſure hath been ſhewed)) at the long-run 
by influence at the ſpring-head upon the principles and cauſes of ation, 
but doth immediately conduce to good practice, preventing and ſtifling in 
the very birth many finful and vain pratices : That fo many indiſcreet | 
and impertinent, ſo many irregular and unfavoury, ſo many unjuſt and 
uncharitable ſpeeches do iſſue from our mouths, it 1s eſpecially. becauſe 
we are not then imployed upon this duty 3 are not warching' over our 
hearts, and obſerving thoſe inward fountains (levity and wantonneſs of 
thought, precipitancy and diſorder of paſſion) from whence they oyer- 

ow 3 were we intent there, we ſhould perhaps endeavour to ſtop the 
current, and contain theſe inward bad motions from venting themſelves. 
The like we may ſay concerning many unwarrantable actions, into which 
we inconfiderately plunge our ſelves, not heeding whence they ſpring? 
Did we regard that ſuch aftions were arifing fiom ambitious, -covetous, 
froward ditpoſitions ; or from certain ill-grounded prejudices lurking inour 
minds, we ſhould often ſurely forbear them 5 but while we: keep none, 
or bad ſentinels ; while in the cuſtody of our hearts we ſleep, or are drow: 
fie 5 while we negle& to examine and weigh our aftions what they are, 
and whence they come, they (although very bad and hurttul) do ſtealby 
us, and paſs as friends, and we hear no more of them, but in their woful 
conſequences, What efficacy the confideration of God's omnipreſent eye, We 
beholding all our doings, hath, and how all wiſe men do preſs 1t'a3 a WW 
powerful means to contain us from bad aftion, you cannot but wel 
know 3 as likewiſe that ſome of them in order to the ſame purpoſe direct 
us to conceive our ſelves always under the inſpetion of ſome perſon elpt+ 
cially venerable for his worth, or for his relation to us, whom we {bould 
be afraid, or aſhamed to diſpleaſe - And ſurely were the faith concernin 
God's preſence, or the fancy concerning the preſence of a Cato, or a Love 
{trong enough, they could not but have great eftect - However did We 
bur live even in our own preſence, under the eye of our own judgment 


and conſcience ; regarding not onely the matter and body, but tie ep 
| | a 


bur dangerous and deſtruQtive to themſelves. For to make a right difin. BY 
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- and (that is the ſoul) of our aQings 3 even that would do much; 
ve and reverence of our ſelves would ſomewhat check and controll 
* oc ſhould fear to offgyd, ye ſhou}d be. aſhgmed to- vilify eyen our 

$ 1: up! prpegſibes{ I would (ig the Philolophecycſicand 5a. 114 

{w/the roogt of any agſter Keeper of Monitoe, if we © & <. 
rl ' thas keep our {e ves If (fait h he) we have ſo Cum jam profeceris tantum, ut ſat 


due . tibi etiam tui reverentia, licebit di+ 
© woſted, 4s to have. got a reverence of our ſelves, we mittas padagugum. Tbid. © 


| Keep thy Heart with all diligence. 


Wo. 
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an then well let £ a Twtour, or Pedagogne, _ __ . NEALE 
This practice doth much conduce to the knowledge of humane 
are, and the general diſpoſitions of mankind, - which is an excellent 
moſt uſeful part of Wiſdom - For the principal .inclinations and firſt 
Som of the Gal are alike in all men; whence he: that-by diligent ftu- 
Ef himſelf hath obſerved them in his own foul, may thence colle& 
Sn to bein others 3 he hath ar leaſt a great advantage of eafily tracing 
&n, of ſoon deſcrying them, of clearly-percaiving them in thoſe he con- 
eh with 3 the which knowledge is of great uſe, as direQting us how 
Lacommodate our ſelves in our behaviour and dealing with others, -- 
"No Man indeed can-be a good Inſtructor or Adviſer in Moral Afﬀairs, 
6 hath not attained this Skill, and doth not well underſtand the na- 
meet Man : His Precepts and Rules will certainly be fallacious, or miſ- 
ned without- it : This is that, which rendered the Dictates of the 
dicks and other ſuch Philoſophers ſo extravagant and unpraQicable, .be- 
wſethey framed them. not according to the real nature of Man, . ſuch 
zsexiſtent in the World, but according to an Idea formed in their own 
Ingjnations. 

wane Caution indeed is in this matter to. be uſed, that thoſe motions 
{hoy which. proceed from particular Temper and Complexion, from 
evenient Principles or Habits, may be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe which 
Equal and common unto all : Which diſtinction to make is of great 
100 benefic, in order tothe governing, reſtraining orcorreting them. 


ix 
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[there be any in as, which are not obſervable in any:other men; or in 
Wrmen, which axe not in us, thoſe do.not ariſe from common nature, 
tom the particular diſpoſition of one or other reſpedively.  - - 

43. I add laſtly, that univerſally this. Pratice is requiſite and neceffary 
Itthe well-governing of our Heart. Politicians -inculcate much, that 
bite well-governing of a People, {quaring; fit Laws for it, and keeping 

0goo I order, the nature and. humour of that People ſhould be chiefly 

Red and well underſtood, for that the grave Romans, and light Greeks 3 
loft Perſiars, and ſtout Gerwars 3, the ſubtile Africans, and groſs Scy- 
la would not be well managed' in the ſame manner. So to govern 
W.man's -heart (fince the hearts of men, as their faces, and as their y;2. Naz. 
es, differ according to diverlities. of complexion, of age, of edu- 0 1: 
Wn, of cuſtom and manner. of living), it-conduceth to know how 
Wdpoſed from any of thoſe, or the like cauſes. (But how. we are to 
fide and govern our hearts, and what. particular influence this praQtice 
Withereupon, I reſerve for, other Meditations 3. when we (hall endea- 
IM ore diſtia&ly to ſhew-how, we may apply our thoughts to due ob- 
kB how carb and corred our inclinations z how order our paſſions ; 
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Wredtify. our opinions; bow purify our intentions, now.)- I conclude = 
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It the good Pſaleriſt's Requeſts to God: Almighty .: Teach #5 thy: way, Pal. 86. 11; 


1} 


5 


Mird, unite our hearts to fear thy name, Give us nnderſtanding, - and we vg, uy. 34: 
| W hep thy Law, yea we ſhall obſerve it with our ,whole heart. . Searchw Og, , 
W, axd know owr bearts ; try #4, and know our thoughts 3, ſee if there be 

"vicked way in #7, and lead 14 in the way everlaſting, Amen, 
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The Conſideration of our Latter 
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So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our bearts unt 


en mc M2 wm = 2 WE TS 2 rm x7 SD : 


HIS Pſalm is upon ſeveral peculiar accompts very remarkable ; 
for its antiquity, in which it perhaps doth not yield toany par. 
celof Scripture 3 for the eminency of its Authour, Hoſe the 

> Manof God ; the greateſt of the ancient Prophets (molt in 
favour, and (as it were) moſt intimate with God ':) 'Tis alſo remark 
able for the form and matter thereof, both affording much uſefal inlity- 
ion. In it we have a great Prince, the Governour of a numerous Pev- 
ple ſequeſtring his mind from the management of publick Aﬀeairs to pt». 
vate Meditations 3 from beholding the preſent outward appearances, to. 
conſidering the real nature and ſecret cauſes of things - In the midlt of all 
the ſplendour and pomp, of all the ſtir and tumult about him he oblervs 
the frailty of hamane condition, he diſcerns the Providence of God jullly 
. ordering all 3 this he does not onely in way of wiſe confideration, butt. 
ſerious devotion, moulding his obſervations into pions acknowledgments 
and earneſt prayers to z thus while he caſts one eye upon Earth view - 
iog the occurrences there, lifting up the other to Heaven 5; there leeilly 
God? all-governing Hand, thence ſeeking his gracious favour and metey. 
Thus doth here that great and good Man teach us all, (more .particulaty 


Men of high Eſtate, and much Buſineſs) to find opportunities of with 


FF, 


drawing their thoughts from thoſe things, which commonly amule them, iſ 
Cthe Cares, the Glories, the Pleaſures of this World) and fixin them 


upon matters more.improvable to devorion 3 ' the tranfitorineſs of tyat 
Condition, and their ſubje&ion to God's juſt Providence 3 joining allo io 
theſe Meditations ſutable afts of Religion, due acknowledgments to God 
and humble prayers. This was his praQtice among the greateſt encult? | 
brances that any man could have 3 and' ir ſhould alſo be ours. Of thoſe 
his devotions, addrefſed.to God, the Words are part, which I have cv: 
ſen for the ſubje&t of my meditation and preſent diſcoutſe' ; | concerning 


the 


Na XIV. The: Confidermion-of co-Lotter end, 1139 


the meaning of which I ſhall firſt. couch ſomewhat; then. propound_ that 
gſervable'in chem: whict T defign to.infiſt upon.” 191) YER I803.M Ie 
\ © The Propher Devid harh in'the'39rhrP/alm @ Prayer very nearin words, g, ,  , 
: ad of kid- (it ſeems) cin-ſenſe to-this.here ;/ Lord; prays he, Make meto © 
jaws 199/224, 4nd 2he! mniaſure of omy days, mhatiit is," that \ Axowny Enow how . 
{1.a#;:' Concerning the drift of, which place;: as:well as ofi:this: here, 
; were 0ÞV10us to conceive, that both» rheſe Prophets do requeſt-of Gog, 
tat he would diſcover: to:them the definite teri of their lite (which by 
hsdecree-he had fixed,! or however. by 'his univerſal: preſtience he did dif: 


0 ;, concerning which we have theſe words:in Fob, Seeng mars days Job 14. 5. | 
wedeterminged, the number of bis months are with thee, thou haſt appointed 
| 456 \that he cannotipaſs) we might, I ſay,.'at firſt hearin, Ae apttd 
mapine; that their Prayer unto'God: 1s,.*(for the comfort of their: mind 
mtheged with aMiQions,: or for their better direQtion in thermanagement 
their. remaining; time/ot:life) that God would /feveal unto them the det 
reminate length of rheir life. But this ſenſe, which the Words ſeem ſb 
 wturally co. hold forth! is: by many-of the Fathers rejected ; for that the 
hnowledge of our lives: :determinate/- meaſure is:not a fit matteriof Prayer 
God; that being a-fecret reſerved by God'to himſelf,” whichito inquise 
nt favours of preſumptuous curioſity 3 the univerſal validicy::of which 
an 1 willlnot:debate;-butſhalb deter fo much'to:their ju *nt,- as'to 
kppoſe-that+the numbring of our days [according 'to' theg'ſanſfe):doth 
beonely imply a confuſed indefinite compuratian'of our days number 
the length of our life;-ſuch as, upon which it-may! appeaiy that word 
ly our life cannot. be: long (not according to''theaccompr: mentioned<ig 
Ms:P/a/m?); rhe ſame with that of $o/os, :in "Herodrtus' (above 565or 86 
Jany;e{pecially as ro purpoſes: of health, ſtrength; content) will ipro> 
Kbly'by. reaſon of various -accidents,ito which it is expoſed,” be tmuch 
[Tdtter: (7:00:10 Years:according to-a' moderate! efteem)'.may- poſſibly; 
Waſurpriſes undiſcoverable, be very near -toits period/; 'by few inſtaiity 
koved from 'death-iCa Year, a'Month, a Day, it 'may be'ſfomewhas 
© This: ſhall allow to ber the Arzrhmetick that! Moſe; here defires-ito 
km; whence [it doth follow: that teaching; (or making:to know, ſo it is 
he Hebrew) doth import here (as'it doth otherwhere' © i 4 1 ah : 
Tquently in Scripture) God*s affording the Grace to.- ''i, *Ouzap Rrgpiree Ehorr'S- dvipurr 
ww practically, or with ſerious regard to conſider 7% ma dobey +; > rare 
Ws fiite and meaſure of our life (for in ſpectlation as Apoll'p. oh : 
Man can bE ignorant of humane lives brevity and Wo, bel Re au fit ah; 
_ y Ws ns, Cui ſit exploratum fe vel ad veſ- 
Wertainty ; but moſt Men are ſo negligent .and ftu- erum ege viurum. Cic. de Ser. 
not to regard it ſufficiently, not to employ'this' oO oP 
Wwledge to any good'purpoſe). This Interpretation T ehuſe,/being int 
WM pautible enough, and countenanced by ſd -good authority"; yet'ths 
"1 Wy Mer might well enough (by good conſequence; if not foimmediately 
tte I ive my deſign : Orbe a ground able to ſupport the diſcourſe'T incend to- 
0 Kid upon-the Words; the ſubje& whereof briefly \ will be this, 5thdtxHe- 
Whderation of our. :lives certaitq> ahd neceffiry brevity and frailty; is"a 
Kan proper and apt't& diſpoſe us toward the wiſe condutt of our remain- 
life; to which purpoſe ſuch a conſideration! ſeems alike available,"as 
leknowledge of its pun&ual or definite meafurt j or more than.it; upon -. 1. 
*2Me, or greater reaſons. 7-1 HO UH be Of © 0 OS; a Pe F5nGs 
"As for the latter clauſe; ;hat we may apply onr hearts to wiſedom 6, 
Vording to the Hebrew, 4nd we [ball brinf the heart to wiſedom; implying, 
be plication of our hearts to wiſedotn co be conſequent upon the _ 
| T | af 
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The Confuderation of our Latter end, | N ol 
antl praQice (beſtowed: by God) of thus computing our days.':- ac 5 
viGaun that £ denote ket [apience, a hable of eng. fe 
or prudence; a Lipoition of chuſing what is good ;:we may dereags 
De fin. 11. - ſtand both, eſpecially the latter ; for,/ as Tully faith of Philolophy Oh 
PM ſumma Pheiloſophia ad beat 2 vivendam'refertar, The ſum or whole: of Phe 
loſophy refers:to living: happily ; ſo-all Divine: Wiſedom. doth: reſpob 
good praftice. The word allo comprehends all-the conſequences "nl 

\ _ adjuntts v ſuch ape (for fo:commonly. ſuch was 
Natura dedit uſuram vite,tanquampe- arg wont by Way of retozyme to denote; toperher ws, 
cnie le pſitite de, o 39-1: rye things primarily Ggnifie, all that mareraj. 1 
\. irom, or that uſually are conjoined with them): in baue 
(toceale from moreexplaining that, which is 4n-it-ſelf conſpicuoys % 

ough ) I ſo underſtand the Text, as if the Prophet had thus exp; 

himſelf ::Since, O Lotd, all things are in thy hand, and ſovereign” diſh. 
fal ; ſince it appears-that man's lite. is ſo ſhort and frail, ſo Vexatious and 
miſerable ; ſo expoſed to the juſt effeQts of thy diſpleaſure ;' we humbly 
beſeech thee, fo toinſtruit us by thy wiſedom, ſo. to diſpoſe us' by thy 
grace ; that we may effeually know; that we may ſerioullyconfiderts 
brevity and uncertainty. of: our lives durance ; whence we may be indy. 
ced to underſtatid, regard, and chuſe thoſe things which good reaſon %. 
Qates beſt fot us ; which according to-true wiſedom, it moſt 'concerns ys 
to know -} ans: From whuch ſenſe of the words we! miphe-j6. 
many uſeful documents, and draw matter of much wholſome diſec 

but paſſing over all the reſt,T ſhall onely inſiſt upon that one poing, 
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I before intimated, 25, that the ferious conſideration of the thorn 


and frailty of our life is a proper inſtrument conducible to the hifingip 
aur; hearts to wiledom, to the making us to diſcern, attend unto, embrace 
and proſecute ſuch things as ate truly beſt for us ; that it is available to 
the prudent conduct and: management of our life ; the truchof 'which 
propolition 15 grounded upon the divine Prophet his opinion : He'ippre 
hended ſuch a —— or conſideration to be a profitable means of ig- 
ducing his heart to wiſedom ; wherefore he prays God to grant 'it himin 

order to thatend; ſuppoſing that effe&t would proceed from this cauſe! 
And that it is ſo in way of reaſonable influence I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 

by ſome following reaſons, Dp 


x Joint 1. 17. Love not the world; _ T, The ſerious conſideration of our lives frailty and. 
Pn hte porld poſfeb awe), and ''* ſhortneſs will confer to our right valuatidn (or effeen 

ny Wes of things, and conſequently to our well-placing, and 

our duly moderating our cares, affeQions and endeavours about them, 

For as we value things;ſoare we uſed to affect them,to ſpend our thoughts 

upon them: to be carneſt in purſuance or avoiding of them. There be 

two ſorts of things we converſe about, good and. bad ; the fortner, ac- 

cording to the degree of their appearance fo to us (that is, according to 

outeſtimation ofthem)- we naturally love, delight in, defire andpuriue 3 

the other likewiſe in proportion to our opinion concerning them; we do 

pas Gb, 0.) © MO leſs loath and ſhun. Our aRtons therefore 

dir; ewe, infer rille2s. 9 81 thus diretted and griunded,''ro efteam ap 

pias ordinatumtenipteratiumgie ;tertium, AT ight both in kind and cgree ($959 Smod)IVyay eh akien 

xt inter impetum tram, aetionemque con= TO aſſign every thing its due price, as Epiitetus ſpraks'; 

es Wh 7's, $176 1607 of quants quidgue fit judicare, to judge what each thung B 

117.44 ,-.. worth as Senece,) 1s in order the fart, in degree a man 

part of wiſedom ; and as ſo is frequently by wiſe men commended. = 

| | amo 
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ng qualities that commend or vilife things uato us, duration and cer- 
© have a chief place; they often. alone ſuffice to render things valu- 
{ble or contemptible. Why is Gold more precious than Glaſs or Chryſtal; 

hot y efer we a Ruby before a Roſe, or a Gilly-flower ? *ris not/becauſe 

Ware more ſerviceable, more beautiful, more grateful to our.ſenſes 

Tantheſe (it is plainly otherwiſe) but'becaule thele are brittle and fading, - 

thoſe ſolid and 'permanent ; 'theſe we cannot hope to retain ithe. uſe or 

Tre of long ; thoſe we may promiſe. our. ſelves to enjoy {a long as we 

Teaſe; whence 0n the other fide is it, that we little tear or {hun.any thing 

#4 ainful, how offenſive.ſoever, being aſſured of irs ſoon paſſing over, 

Tebiting of a flea, or the prick in letting bloud ?. The realon is evident ; 

Udthat in general norm can. on either hand be conſiderable (either to 

ne or diſeſteem) which. 1s of a ſhort continuance. -.Upon: this ground 

Serefore let us tax the things concerning; us whether good or. bad, relating 

whis life, or to our futore ſtate ; and firſt the good things relating to 

tislife ; thence we ſhall be diſpoſed to judge truly concerning: them, 

what their juſt price is, how much of affection, care and endeavour they 

ſerve to have expended gn them. In general, andin the lump concern- 

Gothem all St. Pau! tells us, that = xIua 77 us medye, che ſhape or faſhion ' Le 7o $5 
tha is apparent or ſenſible) 1n this preſens world doth flit,. and ſoon 

wew the go-by : We gaze a while upon theſe things, as i iranſ#ru, or 
raconſpecFum ; 2s they,paſs by us, and keep.a while | | 

ht; but they are preſently gone from- us, or w2 7am myiperar nude, 
fmthem. They are but like objects repreſented. in a ta URN wT "=_ 
G6 ; which having viewed a-while, we;muſt ſhortly 01-4 ; 

moaour backs, or ſhut our eyes upon. them, then. all. vaniſhes, and difſ- 

pears unto us. Whence he: well infers an indifferency of affeQtion to- 

mdthem ; a ſlackneſs in the enjoyment of them to be required of us ; 

aaing this world, as if we uſed it not , a buying, as if we were not to poſſeſs ; 

uneping, 44 if we wept not :; and a rejoiting, 4s if we rejoiced not 3 a kind 

gegligence and unconcernedneſs about cheſe things. The world (faith « Jon 2. 17. 
$, Joby) paſſeth away, aud the defire thereof ; Whatever ſeemeth moſt love- EmSvule 
rand deſirable in the World is very flitting ; however our deſire and our © 
woyment thereof muſt ſuddenly ceale.. Imagine-a man therefore pol- - 

Red of all worldly goods, arm'd with power, tlouriſhing in credit, flow- 

Wyith Plenty, ſwimming 1n all delight (ſuch as were ſometime Pr- 

mu; Polycrates, Cr (us, Pompey) yet lince he 1s withal ſuppoſed a man 

wmortal; ſubject both to fortune and death 5 none of thoſe things can 
krmaionably.confide, or-much ſatisfy himſelt in ;. they may be violently 

Gorced from him by fortune, they muſt naturally be looſed from him by 

Gti; the cloſeſt union. here cannot laſt longer thantill death us depart ; 
Merefore'no man upon ſuch accompt can truly call or (if he. conſider 

Wl) heartily eſteem himſelf happy ; a man cannot hence { as the moſt xa. 1. 4.65. 
uk. judge, and truſty voucher of the commodities doth pronounce) re- 
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IK; WH *Wrofit.or content from any labour he taketh ( upon thele tranſitory things) 
do Mrche ſus, Why then (let me inquire) do we ſo cumber our heads 
fore WW Vithcare, fo: rack our hearts with paſſion, ſo waſt our ſpirits with 10- 
ings Ellot toil about theſe tranſitory things ? why do we ſo highly .value, ſo 
tia WH ently defire, ſo eagerly purſue, fo fondly delight in, ſo. imparicntly 
855 WU Nat, or loſe, ſo paſſionately contend for and emulate one another inre- 
55 Elidtotheſe bubbles ; forfeiting and foregoing our homebred moſt pre- 
— Ws poods, tranquillity and repoſe, either of mind or body, for them 


Viy erect we ſuch mighty fabricks of expeQarion and conhdence upon 
y | 42 -: ſuch 
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Commorandi {uch unſteady ſands ? why dreſs we up theſe 'our Inns, as if they were 9 
— our homes, and are as careful about a few nights lodging here, as if we 
non habitandi deſigned an everlaſting aboad (we that are but ſojowrners and pilorins hes 

_ Cic. de and ave #0 fixed habitation upon earth ; who come forth like a flower, "611 
os, +. 1.5.0 ſoos cut down ; flee like a ſhadow and continue not , are winds paſſing ang, 
Heb. 13, 11- and coming not again; who fade all like a leaf, whoſe life is a vapour appeariiy 


hn. 29. J0r 4 tHe time, and then vaniſping away ; whoſe days are a hand-breadrh, gy 


I5. age is.nothing ; whoſe days are conſumed like ſmoak,and years are ſpent a. 
Job 14. Who wither Tile oortk upon which we feed ; and crumble f the fl Ih 
im. 1,2” which we are compacted ; for thus the Scripture by appoſite compariſon Mb 

Jam. 4. 14 NY OY + © Pariiong On 

Iſa. 64.6 repreſents our condition) yet we build (like the Men of Aprigentaw)'x Wi 

ag ajeat if we were to dwell here for ever ; and hoard up, as it we ' wete to enivy 
after many ages; and inquire, as if we would never have done knowing? 

" The Citizens of Croton (a Town in Jtaly) had a manner (it is faid):of 
1. 103. 15. inviting to Feaſts a Year before the time, that the Gueſts 1n appetiteand. 

Ia. 40.6 garb might come well prepared to them ; do we not uſually reſemble 
them in this ridiculous ſolicitude and curioſity ; Je inchoando louges, com 
menſing deſigns, driving on projets, which a longer time than ouy life 
would not ſuffice to accompliſh ? How deeply do we concern our ſelyg 
in all that is faid or done ; when the morrow all will be done awayand 
forgotten ? when /excepting what our duty to God, and charity towardg 
men requires of us, and that which concerns 'our future eternal flate) 
what is done in the World, who gets or loſes, which of the ſpokes in for- 
tune's wheel is up, and which down, is of very little conſequence to'us; 

But the more to abftra&t our minds from, and temper our affeCtions about 
theſe ſecular matters, let us examine particularly by this ſtandard, whe« 
ther the moſt valued things in this World deierve that eſtimate which 
=P bear inthe common Market, or which popular opinion aflizns 
tnem, | 54K 
1. Tobegin then with that which takes chief place, which the World 
moſt dotes on, which ſeems moſt great and eminent among men ; ſees” 
lar ftate and grandeur, might and proweſs, honour and reputation, ſt 
vour and applauſe of men, all the objeQs of humane pride andambitionz 
of this kind, St. Peter thus pronounces n3ca fa arvyors, Al] the glaty of 
men is as the flower of the graff; the graff is dried up, and the flower thenp 
doth fall off; "tis as the flower of the graſs, how ſpecious ſoever, yet ths 
moſt fading and failing part thereof ; the graſs: i ſelf will ſoon wither 
and the flower doth common}y fall off before that, We cannot hoſdthis 
flower of worldly glory beyond our ſhort time of life ; and we may cally | 
much ſooner be deprived of it : Many tempeſts of fortune may beat'lt” 
down, many violent hands may crop it, *tis apt of its ſelf to fade upon 
the ſtalk ; however the ſun (the influence of age and time } will affuredly 
. burn and dry it up, with ourlife that upholds it. Swrely ( faith the Fj«* ht 
miſt) men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degvee ave aye: Menof Wi 
high degree; The mighty Princes, the famous Caprain che ſubtle WW 
Stateſmen, the grave Senatours ; they who turn and toſs 


about theWorle 
at their pleaſure ; who, (in the Propher's language) make the Earth trenblt, 
and ſhake Kjngdoms : Even theſe, they are a lie; (faid he, who himſelf 
was none of the leaſt conſiderable among them, and by experience Wwr 
knew their condition, the greateſt and moſt glorious Man of tis til | 
King+David.) They are a lie ; that is, their ſtate preſents ſomething > 


brave and admirable tothe eye of Men ; but ?cis .only deceptuo viſas 12 
ſhew without a ſubſtance; ir doth but delude the careleſs ſpettatours W 


falſe 


q.- 
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wEappearance.; it hath nothing under it folid or ſtable; being laid in the 
ance (the royal Prophet there fubjoins ; that is, being weighed in the 
of right judgment, being thoroughly conſidered) it will prove 
her than vanity it ſelf ; itis Jeſs valuable than mere emptineſs,and 
mpit ſelf ; that ſaying ſounds like an hyperbole, but it may be true in 
rift ſenſe : Seeing, that the care and pains in maintaining it, the fear 
jealouſic of loſing 1t, the envy, obloquy and danger that ſurround it, 
ſhares it hath in it, and temptations inclining men to be pufft up with 
We, to be infolent and injurious, to be corrupted with pleaſure (with 
Wie bad concomitants thereof) do more than countervail what-ever 
er of imaginary worth or real convenience may be in it. Perhaps 
witit without much care, trouble and hazard continue for-ever, or for 
{go time, it might be chought ſomewhat conſiderable ; but fince its 


/ | 


" 


Iation is uncertain and ſhort; fince man in honour abideth not, but is like val. 82.5. 
whafs that periſh ; that they who look fo like Gods, and are called fv, ;,, , 
ware worſhipped as ſo, yer muſt die like men: (like men, yea /ike ſbeep whe. * 
Wie laid in the grave; )) Since, as *tis ſaid of the King of Baby/on in Eſay ; 1% 14 it 
jr yonp muſe be brought down to the grave, and the noiſe of their viols , 

Worn ſpall be ſpread under them, 'and the worm (hall cover them ; ſeeing 
ktzmoment of time ſhall extinguiſh all their luſtre,/and ſtill all that tu- 

ktbout them ; that they muſt 'be; diſrobed of their .Purple, and be 

Wha with Corruption ; that their fo' ſpatious and ſplendid Palaces 

iſt ſoon be exchanged for cloſe darkfome Coffins ; that both their own 

kth; and the breath of them who now applaud them mult be ſtopped ; 

they who now bow to them, may preſently trample on them ; and 

ty who to day trembled at their preſence, may the morrow ſcornfully 

lit upot! their memory :' 1s :his rhe man (will they ſay; as'they did of 


"+ 


W great King) who made the Earth to rremble ; that didſhake Kingdoms, * 5 os 
Mme the World as 4' Wilderneſs ; and deſtroyed the Kzngdoms thereof? 

wethis is the fate of the greateſt, and moſt glorious among Men, what 

can there be to*admire their condition; 'to prize ſuch vain and 

Wtliv'd preeminences? For who can accompr it a great happineſs to 

FiYke and reſpe&ed-as a' Prince, to enjoy all the Powers and: Preroga- 

Wot higheſt dignity for a day, of two ; then'being obliged ito deſcend 

Wifrdid and deſpicable eſtate? Who values the fortune of him that is 

Wnt forth upon the Stage to att the Part of 4 Prince ; though he be 

mo there, and attended as ſuch ; hath all the garb and cecemony, the 

Wes and appurtertarices of Majeſty about him; ſpeaks and behaves him- 
Wmperioully ; - is flattered and worſhipped accordingly ; yer,” who in 

Wart doth adore this Idol ;' doth admire this mockery of greatneſs ? 

Mynot? "becauſe after an hovror two the Playis over, and this Man's 

Wis done. And what great difference: 15 there between this and the 

Met worldly ſtate ? between Alexander in the Hiſtory, and Alexander 

Mt Stage ? Are not (in the Pſalmiſt*s accompt) all our years ſpent as 4PM. go. 

Wits is rod ; of, asn'Fable, thatisafted? This in compariſon of that, 

Mtsit at moſt, but telling the ſame ſtory, ating the fame Part a few 

WW over ? What are a few years more than a few hours repeated not 

M often ? not ſo often as to make any conſiderable difference; ſo a-great 

Paerour refleQed : # Hapige rene rerwpluis ;' what (Taid he) doth the age anton. 1y. ;o. 

1% Infant, dying within three days, differ from that of ' Netor, who lived 

ages of men; ſince both ſhall be paſt and ended ; both then meet, ., _. 
Mtreby become equal; ſince conſidering the'immenſe time-that runs 24, = 
ad how little a part rhereof any of us takes up (jwvenes Of ſenes in 
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£quo ſumus) we are all alike youngand old ; as a drop and a Pint OFT We 
| compare to the Ocean are in a ſort equal, that is, both 
ib ne diuturmun quidem quidguam altogether inconſiderable. Quid enim din oft, uhi yu 
op re wal que exmremengot et? faith St. Auſtine : what can be long that ſhall be wh. 
ed; which coming to that pals is as if it never/hadkee 

Since then upon this accompt (upon worldly accompts, I ſpeak all thi 


F 


and excepting that Dignity and Power may be Talents deſtowedby Ge | 


Pp. 


or advantages to ſerve God, and promote the good of Men ; excepyi 
alſo the relation Perſons juſtly inftated in them bear to God as his Degur; 
and Miniſters ; in which reſpe&ts much reverence is due to their Porſggy 
much value to their Places; even the more, by how. much leſs their prp 
ſent outward Eſtate is conſiderable, and becauſe at preſent they receive; 
ſlender a reward for all their cares and pains employ*d in the diſcharge 
; their Offices ; this I interpoſe to prevent miſtakes,left our diſcourſeſhoul 
ſeem to diſparage, or detraCt from the reverence due to Perſons inemingy 
Place. But ſince, under this caution) all worldly Power and Glory ap 
pear ſo little: valuable, the conſideration hereof may avail to mobs 
 affeQtions about them; to quell all ambitious deſires of them, and allyain 
complacencies in them, - For why ſhould we fo eagerly ſeek andpurſi 
ſuch empty ſhadows, which if we catch, we in effect catch nothing ;and 
whatever it is, doth preſently flip out of our hands-? Why dowe pleaſe 
our ſelyes in ſuch evanid dreams; is it not much better to reſt-«quiet an 
content in any ſtation wherein God hath placed us, - than to. trouble our 
ſelves andothers incclimbing higher to a Precipice, where we-can hardly 
ftand upright,and whence we ſhall certainly tumble down intathy —_ 
[This Conſideration is alſo a remedy, proper to remove all regret-anden 
grounded upon ſuch regards ? For why, though ſuppoſe Men. of {my 
worth, or-vertue ſhould flouriſhin Honour and Pawer, ſhall-we repine 
thereat ? [s it not as if one ſhould envy to a Butterfly, its gaudy. Wings; 
to a Tulip its beautiful colours, to the Graſs-its -pleafant- verdure z-that 
Graſs,” to which in this P/alz we are. compared ; which i# che-morning 
flouriſheth, and groweth up, in the evening is cut down and withereths Imiy: 
fay of thisdiſcqurſe with the Philoſopher, iwnxty, per, Guns 3, dyymn (Bwew 
tis a homely remedy (there may be divers better ones) yet-hathits all 
cacy ; for David himſelf made uſe thereof more than.once ; Be.not aj 
he, afraid (or troubled) when one;is made rich, when the glory of his 
is encreaſed ;-for when he di2th he'ſball carry nothing away, bis glory jou 
dejcend withhim. Twas ; (faith he'again) envious. gt the fooliſh, when la 
the. proſperity of the wicked; but 1 nent into the ſanituary, then uparrj00s| 
their end; ſurely thou daft ſer them in, ſlippery places — bow are they brough 
into deſolation as in a-moment : Thus conſidering the lubricity, ao 


Pſal. 90. 6. 


” 


rorineſs.of that Profperity; which fooliſh and wicked Men. enjoyeg, ol 
{erveto'cure that envious diſtemper, which began toaffet the good nan 
Heart." | | nit) ; \ + 90:16 9am 
. 2, Butlet us deſcend from Dignity and Power (that is,from names 
ſhews)'to/ fomewhat ſeeming more-real and ſubſtantial ; to Riches, Wl 
great and general Idol], the moſt deyoutly adored that ever any hath bee 
inthe World:; which hath a Temple almoſt in every Houſe,” an Altar 
every. Heart ; [to the: gaining-of which-moſt of-the thoughts, . moſt or 
labours of Men immediately tead; in the Poſſeſſion of which, Men cole 
monly:;deem the greateſt Happineſs doth conſiſt, - But this, copſideraen 
we diſcourſe about; will eaſily diſcover, that even this, as all other 10 


i Cor. 8.4. 1S pothing intheWorld, nothing true and ſolid ; Will (1 ſay),.ju i Pie 
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© """ verifie that aſſertion of the W:ſe-min :' Labour aot Ir 7 ithes, Prov. 23. 5, 
ib ehov ſet thy heart upon that whith 4s not? it well applied will plack down 

& high places reated to this great Tdol of Clay in Mens Hearts ;' wil 

ne the'tommon Conceits and Phraſes, which ſo beaurifie Wealth; 

wing that whoever” dotes thereon is more truly and properly, ſtyled a 

able Man, thaiia happy, or blefled one {Por is he bao miſe- __ 
1.4 'who 'OACGÞ, 
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In bis elaborant, que ſciunt nihjl oms 
nino ad ſe pertinere ; ſerunt arbores 
: ray | a gig alteri [ecalo profint, Cic. de Sened. 

Wittain one(for your Son, your Kinſman,your Friend 
Wir all you can know dye before-yon, or ſoon after you) ?tis but a 
105 Wat preat pains and charges in tilting the Land, and ſowing and dreſ- 
beet WS; whence we are ſure not to reap any benefit 'to our ſelves, and 
me a know who ſhall do it. Rr No | 
frhe air rich 2963 (St. James tells us) as the flower of the graſs ſhall he paſs Jam. 1: 16 
or B99; for the ſur is no ſooner riſen with a burning heas, but it withereth the 
Hand the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the faſbion thergof periv +. 
0 Ws So a!ſo ſbell the rich man fade in his ways; all the eovaler (we 
8 Apoſthes diſcourſe) and the convenience, all the: grace and 
ornament 
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. __ -.,, Ornamentthat riches are ſyppoſegto; yield will-certainly: withar, ann Yi 
cay,, either before, or with us;, whenever the. ſun. (thar is, cirher je 
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redeem. their Brot 
uls; are;of the ſa 
| Was not giy 
. «hs, hout delayigrey 
W's of;; its juſt Owner,.when he/ſtallpl 
ar l ghteouſneſs may, \zet, riches (ast e Wiſe 


Prov.” 11; 4. 


R 
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ts, 

nor is there any certainty of keeping them any. time.; that. ane day; maj 

conſumg them ; one night- may diſpoſſeſs us of them ; - and our life togs 

. ther with them, there can be.no reaſon why we ſhould be ſolicitqus about 

them ;- no accompt given of our ſetting ſo high. a, rate upon them,” - Fat 

who would much regard the havipg cuſtody of a rich treaſure;fara df 

or two, then to be ſtripped of all, .and left bare ?\To be to. day invelh 

ed in large demains, and to morrow. to be diſpofſeſſed of : them?.No 

. Manſurely would. beſo foad, as mych to affett the condition.;| Yet 

5en. Ep. 98. 15 our caſe ; whatever,wecall ours,. we are but. guardians. thereof for 

+ few days." This conlideration therefore may ſerve to repreſs, or moderals 

in_ us all covetous deſires, proud conceits, vain, confidences,; and-latiih 

16> 31. 24 Qtions in reſpe& to worldly Wealth, to induce us: (in Fob's language). # 

$0 make gold our hope, nor, {0 ſay to the fine gold, thou. art a ge Ll 

70 rejoyce becauſe our wealth is great, and becauſe, oar hand hath gotte® much; 

., to extirpate from our hearts that root of all evil, the love. of. Money: 

For if, as.the Preacher thought, the greateſt pleaſure or benefit accrulg 

from them,. is but looking upon them for a while, (what gaod, ſaith M8 

there to the. amners 3 hereof, | ſaving the beholding of. them. mith ghein,cf0s ?): Fl 

a little will, nay muſt ſuffice our natural apperites,, and our:preſent nec = 
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'Þ if more than needs, 1s but (as tle Scripture teaches us) 4 crouble om $28, 
wicting our' minds with care ; 4 dangerous ſnare, drawing usinto tnifl- 

&f and ſorrow 3 if this, I ſay, be their preſent quality 3 and were it 

ter, yet. could it laſt for any certain, or any: long continuance,is it not 

/i ty better to enjoy that pittance Gotl -—angy. 9h wn with eaſe and = pa ; 

Station of mind ; or if we want a neceſſary ſupply, to 'employ only: ;;a,in deiicies 

Soderate diligence in getting thereof by the taireſt means, which wit ; "pg Sen; 

p: bleſſing promiſed thereto, will never failto procure a competence, jy;te.%; 

Ywith this to reſt content 3 than with thoſe in Amos, 10 part after the Heb. 13, 15. 
If the earth ;, to Jade our ſelves with thick clay ; to thirſt inſatiably after pk» 

M&; of gold, to heap up mountains of treaſure, to extend unmeaſurably ames 2. s. 

+ poſſefſions, ( joining houſe to houſe, and laying field to field, till there be no _ ” 1 

» that we may be placed alone in the muadſt of the earth ;, as the Prophet tg 

Fe doth excellently deſcribe the coverous Man's humour) than, I ſay, 

Fs inceffantly to toil for the maintenance of this frail body, this flitting 

Fath.of ours ? If Divine Bounty hath freely imparted a plentiful eſtate 

wo6.us, we ſhould indeed bleſs God for it ; .waking our felyes friends Luke 15. gi 


F 


tereby. (as our Savicur adviſes us) employing it to God's Praiſe and Ser- 
—— 


we; to the relief and comfort of our Brethren that need ; but to ſeek 
Fameltly, to.ſct our heart upon it, to relye thereon ; to begreatly plea. 
toelevated in mind thereby ,as it argues much infidelity. and prophane- 
Watheart, ſo it ſignifies much inconſiderateneſs and folly, the igno- 
we of its nature, the forgetfulneſs of our own condition, upon the 
Sounds diſcourſed/ upon. i 6 obs I | 
% Now, in the.next place ; for Pleaſure, thatgrear Witch, which fo 
ants the World, and which by its miſchieyous Baits ſo allures Man- 
Tilinco fin and miſery ; although this conſideration be .not altogether 
elary.to diſparage it Cits own nature ſufficing to that; for it is more 
balitory than the ſhorteſt life, it dyes in the very enjoyment):yet it may 
tice :0-Qur wiſe and good praftice in reſpett thereto, by tempering 
ſyeetneſs thereof, yea ſouring its. reliſh to us 3 minding us of its in- 
acacy. 20d unſerviceableneſs to the felicity of.a mortal creature ; yea, 
'Þtxtre: aly dangerous conſequences to A oul, that muſt. ſurvive the 
Eiteajoyment thereof. Same Perſons indeed, ignorant 'or incredulous 
Tafiture eſtate ; preſuming of 0. ſenſe remaining after death, nor re- 
Wins any. accompt to be rendred of this life's ations, have encouraged 
Rlelves and:others 1n-the tree enjoyment of preſent ſenſualities; upon 
it £0 of our life's ſhortneſs and uncertainty ; inculcating ſuch Maxims 
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War —Brevis eſt hicfi rul7 us h omullis 7 Niem fors dierum cungue dabit, Incro 
; {poſt mortem aulls volapt 45, | Appone,' nec dulces amores 
lik ed and drink for ro morrow we ſpall dye 3 becauſe Sperne puer, Ge. . 
10 Fe | \ * wu h | ob g uſe Hor: l. Fe 
Klik is ſhort, let us make the moſt advantageous ule 1 Cor. 15; 34. 
twecan ; becaule death is uncertain, Jet us: pre- _ 
Wits ſurpriſal; and be beforehand with it, enjoying ſomewhat, before 
hatches all from us. The Authour of Wiſedom obſerveth, and thus. 
Freſeats theſe Mens diſcourſe ; Our life is ſort and: tedions.;, and in the 

fa man there is wo remedy; neither was there «ny may known to have 
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Wrgeg from the grave ; -—— Come On, therefore ttt us enjoy the good things 
Ware preſent.; let us ſpeedily uſe the creatures like 45 1u youth ; Let ms fill 
Woes with coſtly wine andointments ; and let no flower. of the ſpring paſs 
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Wu; let us crown our ſelves with roſe:buds before they be withered ; letivone of 
Pithout his part of voluptuonſneſs —— for this ts our portion, and our los. 
M - ; 
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is this. ' Thus, and no wonder, have ſome men''conceiving chemfuge 
beaſts, reſolved to live as ſuch; regouncing all:ſober care becoming "F. . 
and drowning their reaſon in brutiſh- ſenkalities'; yet no. queſtion. a,” 
very fame reflexion, that this life would ſoon paſs away,' and thax Jews 
might ſpeedily attack them, did not a little quaſh their mirth; ang 8. 
their pleaſure. « To think, that this perhaps might be the laſt Bang 
they ſhould taſt of ; that they ſhould themſelves ſhortly become'the $5; 
of Worms and Serpents ; could not but ſomewhat ſpoil the:puſt of cha: 
higheſt delicacies, and diſturb the ſport of their loudeſt jovialties * his 
Job 20. 14. _ 1N 6's exprefſion, make the meat in their bowels to turn, and"be as tho 44h 
_ of Aſps within them, Thoſe cuſtomary enjoyments did fo enamoyr 1 
_ of ſenſual delight, that they could: not without pungent regret-imivins; 
neceſſity of ſoon tor ever parting with them ; and 1o their very Pleat 
was by this thought made diſtaſtfu] and embittered to them.” :$g/@y6, 
Wiſeman oblerve: O death, how bitter is the remembrance of thee to" 4m 
that liveth at reſt in his poſſeſſions ; unto the man that hath nothing to's 
him'; and that hath proſperity in all things ; Ye (adds he) unto him, tha © 
Jet able to receive meat ; And how bitter then muſt the remembrance there! 
Ec 477; Gets him, who walloweth in all kind of corporal latisfation and 
delight; that placeth all his happineſs in ſenſual enjoyment ?- Howeyes 
a, as to us, 'who ate better inftrutted and effected ; who know 'arid belidvs 
a-future ſtate ; the conſideration, that the time of enjoying theſ&'Wliohw 
Eccles. 7-6- will ſoon be'over ; that this World's jollity is but like rhe crackling bf thre 
 wnder a pot (which yields a brisk ſound, and a chearful blaze, Wt hw 
little, and ny paſſes away) that they leave no good fruits hehing 
them, but do'dnely corrupt and cnervate our minds ;- war abaint Vid 
hurt our ſoils; tempr us 'to fin, and idvolve vs in pvilt:' that thereſws 
Solomon was {urely 1n the right, when He ſaid of layghter, that'h #s ma 
Eccl: 2-22 and of mirth, what doeth it?" (thar-is,' that the higheſt of cheſs With 
are very irrational impertinences) and of intemperance ;' thats hs 
Prov. 23+ 32+ laſt, it biteth like a Serpent, and ftingeth like an Adder - with'us;F* F 
e zent 0 buf Jah f, ; | 
Es fe ſe fc Elie-will A 1p" Ki "H 
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dat 

fince the World's beginning”; to underſtand, or' with 

fulfluency and elegancy to ſpeak all rhefanguages, thi have at 40y Ai 

been m uſe ' among the fons of men ;"$kilful in twiltite and wntwillinf 
afl kinds of ſubtilties; verfed'in all forts of natural x5 fiments, and fa. 
dy to gs plauſible conjeftures about the cauſes of thetn ; fttdied'id al 

Books whatever,” and in all* Monuments of Antiquity ;' deeply kiowing 
inal the-myſtertes of art, or” ſcience, or 'policy, ſiith as have ever been 
deviſed by humane wit, - or ſtutly or obſervation ; yet alt this, fuch Shs 
pity, he mult be forced preſently to abandon ; all the uſe he could" make 
of all Ins hotions, - the pleafirche might” find in then,” the reputation ac- 
Y crung 
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ajnto him from them muſt at that fatal minute vaniſh ; bi breath goeth PſNl. 45. 4. 
wth; he returneth to his earth, in that very day his thoughts periſh; There is PO Wn 
ptrh, 107 device, nor tinge oh nor wiſedom in. the grave, whither he 

ah; Tis ſeen (faith the Pſalmift, ſeen indeed every day, and obſerved PAal- 49. 10. 
oa! ) that wiſe men die ; likewiſe the fool xnd brutiſh perſon periſheth ; one Me 70 
wt happereth tothers both; there is no remembrance of the' wiſe more than © 

{the foo! for ever ; (both dye alike, both alike are forgotten) as the wi- 


«iarheclearer light of the future ſtate. - One Potion 

ap-(which we muſt all take down upon our entrance | 

gothat Land of forgerfulneſs) will probably drown Pfal- 88. 12. -- 
tememory,. deface the ſhape of all thoſe 1deas, with ror $o uh pad were _ 
ich we have here ſtuffed*our niinds ; however they warts, os GI yonowoes F mt 
yenot ike to be of uſe to us in that new, ſo different, N00 OTE SE SPP .CATOSCH. At 
fate; where none of our languages are ſpoken ; none FO C911 

oir experience will Tute ; where all things have quite another” face 

winown, unthought of by us. Where Ariſtotle, and Yarro ſhall appear 

nee 1diots ; Demoſthenes and Cicero ſhall become very infants ; the wi- 

and cloquenteſt- Greeks will prove ſenſeleſs and dumb Barbariazs ; 


"IL 


Wee all our Authours ſhall have no authority ; where we muſt all go 
khto ſchool again ; muſt unlearh perhaps, what in theſe miſty regions 
gethought our ſelves beft to know ; and begin to learn, what we not 
Weever dream?d of; Doth therefore, I pray you, ſo tranſitory and fruit- 
Wagood (for it ſelf T mean and excepting our duty to God, or .the 
mlnal ediligence we are bound to uſe in our calling) deſerve ſuch an- 
wisdefire ; or ſo reſtleſs roil-; ſocareful attention of mind, or affiduous 
knof body about 'it ? Voth it become us to contend, or emulate fo 
mhabout it ? Above all do we not moſt unreaſonably, and againſt the 
Wire of the thing it ſelf we pretend'to (that 1s ignorantly and fooliſhly) 
are proud and conceited, much value our ſelves or contemn others, 


reſpec thereto ? Solomon the. moſt experienced in this matter, and beſt 
eto judge thereof (He that gave his heart to ſeek and ſearch out by 
Wom concerning all things, that had been done under Heaven, and 
Wwith extream ſucceſs ; even he} paſſeth the ſame ſentence of vanuy, 
ation and unprofitableneſs,” upon this, as upon all other ſubceleſtial 
Wes. True, he commends wiſdom. as an excellent and uſeful thing ara, 364ay 
Up; atively ; exceeding folly, ſo far as light exceedeth darkneſs ; But ſince *! uavorres 
Mitſelfis not permanent; but muſt give way to darkneſs ; the diffe- | pe 
Wo ſoon vaniſhed; and his opinion thereof abated ; conſidering, that | 
Ehappened to the fool, ſo it happened to him, he breaks into that ex- 
ulation : 4-d why then was I more wiſe? to what purpoſe was ſuch a 

Kition made, that ſignified in effeCt ſo little ? And indeed the Telti- 

Wy of this great perſonage may ſerve for a good Epilogue to all this dif- 

We, diſcovering ſufficiently the ſlender worth of all earthly things : 

Ks he, that had given himſelf induftriouſly to experiment the worth 
Withings here below, to ſound the depth of their - utmolt perfection 
Wile; who had all the advantages imaginable of performing it ; Who 

Wilhed in the greateſt magaificences of worldly pomp and power ; who 
Mied an incredible affluence of all riches; who taſted all varieties of 
Mexquilite pleaſure; whoſe heart was (by God's ſpecial pitt, and by 

Sn induſtrious care) enlarged wirh all kind of knowledge Ents 
ay U 2 Wit 
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with notions many « the Sand apon the Sea ſhore) above all that were be 
fore him ; who had poſſeſſed and enjoyed all that fancy could conceive. 
or heart could wiſh, and had arrived to the top of ſecular Happineſs; ye MW. 
even He with pathetical reiteration pronouncesall to be vanity and vexgr;, Ml 4 
on of ſpirit ; altogether unprofitable and unſatisfaQtory to the ming of 
Man. And fo therefore we may juſtly conclude them to be ; {> fniſhin 
the firſt grand advantage this preſent conſideration affordeth us in arde; 
to that wiſedom, to which we ſhould apply our hearts. | + 
I ſhould proceed to gather other good fruits, which it is apt to produce 
and contribute to the ſame purpoſe; but ſince mp thoughts have takenfþ 
large ſcope upon that former head, fo that TI have already too m yr 
fear, exerciſed your patience, I ſhall only mention the reſt. As this cog. 
ſideration doth, as we have ſeen, Firſt, diſpoſe us rightly to value theſs 
temporal goods, and moderate our aftections about them ; {> it doth: 
Secandly, in like manner, conduce to the right eſtimation of tempor 
evils; and thereby to the well tempering our paſſions in the reſentmene 
of them ; to the begetting of, patience and contentedneſs in our 'minds, 
Alſo, Thirdly, it may help us to value, and excite us to regard thoſs 
things (good or evil) which relate to our' future ſtate; being the thin 
only of a permanent nature, and of an everlaſting conſequence tous. 
Fourthly, It willengage us to husband carefully, and well employ this 
ſhort time of our preſent life : Not to defer or procraſtinate our! 4 
yours to live well ; not to be lazy and4oitering in the diſpatch ofourons 
ly conſiderable buſineſs, relating to eternity ; to embrace all opportunitieg 
and improve all means; and follow the beſt comperdiums of good-praftice 
leading to eternal bliſs. Fifthly, It will be apt to confer much toward the! 
begetting and preſerving ſincerity in our. thoughts, words and: ations; - 
cauſing us to decline all oblique deſigns _ preſent mean intereſts;/'op 
baſe regards to the opinions or affeAtions of men; bearing ſingle reſpeſty © 
to our conſcience and duty in our ations ; Teaching us to ſp k as we. 
mean; and be what we would ſeem ; to be in our hearts and inouride« 
ſets, what we appear in our outward expreſſions and converſations: with 
Men ; For conlidering, that within a very ihort time all the thoughtsofi 
our hearts ſhall be diſcloſed ; and all the aQtions of our lives expoſedtsr 
publick view (being ſtrictly to be. examined at the great bar. of -divins” 
judgment before Angtls and Men) we cannot but perceive it to be-tha: 
wy folly in the World, for this ſhort preſent time to diſguiſe our!” 
elves ; to conceal our intentions, or ſmother our a&ions. What hath} 
occurred (upon theſe important ſubjects) to my meditation, I'mult at: 


preſent, in regard to your patience, omit. I ſhall cloſe all with that good! 
ColleF of our Church, pt 


; Kings 4- 29+ 


1 * 


Almighty God, give uagrace,. that we may caſt away the works of darkntſhy 
and put upon us the armour of light now in the time of this mortal life, 18 
which thy Son Jeſus Chriit came 10 viſit as in great humility; that in the 19h” 
day, when he ſhall come again in his glorious Majeity to judge both the quick ana" 
the dead, we may riſe tothe life immortal, through him,who liveth' and reign” 
«th with thee, and the Holy Ghoit, now and ever, Amen. Ws 
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PSAL, XC. 12, 


hteach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 


Indiſcourſing formerly 'upon theſe words (expounded according to job 14.14. 
& the moſt common and paſſable interpretation) that which I chiefly Atthe days of 
{ bobſerved was this : That 'the ſerious conſideration of the ſhortneſs - Sg 7 Y 
whailty of our life is a fit mean or rational inſtrument ſubſervient to wait, till ny 
bringing our hearts to wiſedom ; that is, to the making us diſcern, ne come. 
ad unto, embrace, and proſecute. ſuch things, as according to. the 

Wates'of right reaſon are truly beſt for us. | 

th 


ÞThetruth of which obſervation I largely declared from hence, that 


Ead conſideration diſpoſeth us to judge rightly about thoſe goods 
et ordinarily court and' tempt us, iz. worldly. glory and honour ; 


of , We pleaſure, knowledge ; to which T might have added wit, ſtrength 


wizuty) what their juſt worth and 'value 1s; and conſequently to 
Werate our affeQtions, our cares, our endeavours about them ; for that 
thoſe goods be uncertain and tranſitory, there can be no great rea- 
ud prize them much, or to affe& them vehemently, or to ſpend much 
*10d pains about them, | | 

1 8 


I Tfhall next'in the ſame ſcales weigh our temporal evils ; and ſay, 
Wallo, The conſideration of our lives brevity and frailty doth avail to 
*Rnga true judgment of, and conſequently to the governing our 
Wis, and ordering'our behaviour in reſpeCt to all thoſetemporal evils, 
Weither according to the Law of our nature, or the fortuitous courſe 
nes, or the particular diſpenſation of providence do befal us. Upon 
Kiaration of which point I need not inſiſt much, ſince what was 
Mdiſcourſed concerning the oppoſite goods doth plainly enough infer 
JWre:wmmediately indeed in regard to the ala damni, or privationss 
wmls, whichconfiſt' onely in the want, or loſs of temporal goods) 
"Uiciently alſo by a manifeſt parity of reaſon in reſpe& ro the mals 
5 the real pains, croſſes and inconveniences, that aſſail us in this life. 
Wworldly lory .do hence appear to be no more than a tranſient 
a fading ſhew, a hollow ſound, a picce of theatrical pageantry, 

| the 
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| the want thereof cannot be very conſiderable to us. 


dition (living in a valley beneath that dangerous height, and deceitful jy, 


{tre) canhofin feaſon be deemed a f=ryiiec 
diſpleaſe, or diſcompoſle 'us ; if wemay'then 
is rather a-needleſs clog,” or a perillous {nal 
to us ; -we cannot well eſteem to be poor a great infelicity, or to undergo | 
loſfesa grievous calamity ; but rather a benefit to be free from the diftra- 

ions that attend it; to have little to keep for ,others, little to care fg 


6pI | thing ; which ſhout 
eafn that abundant wealth 
; than any great convenienc 


our. ſelves. If theſe preſent pleaſures-be diſcerned hence'to be ogt wid 
fugitivedreams ; out of which being ſoon rouſed we ſhall ogly find bers | 


regrets to abide ; why ſhould not the wanting opportunities: of 


them be rather accompteda happy advantage, than any part of miſe 


us ? If it ſeem, that the greateſt perfection of curious'knowled / o 


efljoying 


Obſcurity of con. | 


what uſe or ornament ſoever) after it is hardly purchaſed, "muſt ſoon he 
parted with ; to be {imple or 1gnorant w1ll be no great matter of lamen- 


ration : as thoſe will appear no ſolid goods, ſo thele conſequently muſt be 


onely «mbre maloram, phantaſms, or ſhadows of evil, rather than truly 
or ſubſtantially ſo ; .(evils created by fancy and ſubſiſting thereby ; which 


reaſonifhould, and time will ſurely remove.) That in being imp 
or diſconſolate for them, weare but like children, that fret and wail'for 
the want of petty toys. And for the more real or poſitive evils ſuch 
violently. aſſault nature, whoſe 1mprefſions no reaſon can fo 'withiſta 


las 


as to diſtinguiſh all diſtaſt or aflitive ſenſe of them ; yet this conſiders 
tion Will aid to abate and aſſwage them ; affording a certain hopeart 
proſpe@ of approaching redreſs. It 1s often {cen at Sea, that Men'(from! 
uhacquaintance with ſuch agitations, or from brackiſh ſtreams arifin 
from the ſalt Water). are heartily fick, and diſcover themſelves to' he 
by apparently grievous ſymptomes; yet no 'man hardly -there doth mind 


or pity. them, becauſe the malady is not ſuppoſed dangerous, .and within - 


a while will probably of it {elf paſs'over ; or that however, the remaly 
is not far oft; the fight of Land, a taſt ofthe freſh air will relieve them? 
*Tis near our Caſe: We paſſing over this troubleſome Sea of life; from! 
uniexperience, joined with the tenderneſs of our conſtitution, we caniidt 


well endure the changes and croſſes of fortune ; to be toſsd up and dow} 


to ſuck in the ſharp vapours of penury, diſgrace, ſickneſs, and the like; 
doth beget a qualm in, our ſtomachs ; make us nauſcate all things, nd 
appear ſorely diſtempered ; yet 1s not our condition ſo diſmal, asit ſeems; 


we may grow hardier, and wear out our ſenſe of: afflition ; bowel: 
the Land is not far of, and by diſembarking hence we ſhall ſuddenly be 


Ocdpoer mve 30 @Xeg! EK EXH YC5u0y. 


T2 wp 4popnrov $Edyer* 7 5 xeo- 
viGey @opnruy Ant. VIE. Sett. 33. 


Summi dolois intentio 1rvenit finem : 
nemo pote$ valde dclore, Gf, dtu : fic nos 
amantiſſi na noſtri natura dijpoſutt ut do- 
lorem aut tolerabilem, 'aut brevem face- 
ret. Sen. Ep. 24. 3y 


Dolore percalſi mortem umpleramus,e- 


amque unam, ut miſeriaram malorumque 
terminum, exoptamig, Cic, conf. 

Mortar 2 hoc dicks ; definain ggrotare 
pojſe, 7c. Sen. 


the night wall come and cale us ;. the grave will become a bed of ceſt unto 


diſcharged. of all our moleſtations. ?Tis a common 
ſolace of grief, approved by wiſe men, { gravis, W&. 
vis eſt ; ſs longus, levis ; if it be very grievous and acute, 

it cannot continue long, without intermiſſion or relpit; 
if it abide long, it is ſupportable ; intolerable” pain's” 
like lightening, it deſtroys us, or is it ſelf inſtantly d&-' 
ſtroyed. However, death at length (which never's 
far off) will free us ; be we never ſo much toſſed with | 
ſtorms of misfortune, that is a ſure haven ; be we p#” 
ſecured with never ſo many enemies, that is a fate Te - 
fuge ; let what pains or diſeaſes ſocver infeſt us, thit 's' 
an aſſured Anodynoy, and infallible remedy for them all; | 
however we be wearied with the labours of the daf, 
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vn Shall I dye? ſhallthen ceaſe to be lick ; I ſhall be exempted. from 
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arace ; I ſhall be enlarged from priſon ; Iſhall be no more pinched with 


20 more tormented with pain. Death 'is a Wiater, that as. it 


ts d Lilly; ſo it kills the Nettle and Thiſtle ; as it Rifles 


leaſure, ſo it ſuppreſſes all care and griet ; as it huſhes 
nd melody, ſo it ſtills the clamours, and: the fighs of 
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rears, ſilences all complain 
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Aetmmno mortem. 
Sen. Trag. 


Job 3. 19. 


tolerabilia eſſe 
debent, etiamſi 
magna. Cic. 
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IIT. Bur I proceed to another uſe of thar conliceration we ſpaak of ® 


emergent from the former, but ſo as to improve it to higher 
For ſince it is uſeful to the diminiſhing our admiration of theſe worlay 
things, to the withdrawing our affeftions from them, to the flackniny 
our endeavours about them ; it will follow that it muſt conduce alſh 
begetan eſteem, a deſire, a proſecution of things conducing to our farus 


. welfare ; both by removing the obſtacles of doing fo, and by engagin = 


Matt. 6. 21. 


John 5: 44+ 
I 2+ 43+ 
Mat. 6. 24- 


Rom, s. &o 


to the 
r John 2. 15.0ne; hate'and deſpiſe the other; If any man love the World, the loue 


Luke 22. 5. 


Matt. 22. $. 


Matt. 13. 46. 


to confider'the importance of thoſe things in compariſon with theſe, kg 
removing obſtacles I ſay ; for while our hearts are poſlefſed with repay 
and paſſion toward'theſe preſent things, there can be no room left in them 
for reſpe& and affeftion toward things future. ?Tis in our ſoul as ings 
reſt of nature; therecan be no penetration of objects (as it were) in our 
hearts, nor any vacuity in them; our mind no more than our body can hs 
in ſeveral places, or tend ſeveral ways,or abide in perfect reſt ; yet ſome. - 
where it will always be; fome-whither it will always go; ſome-whatit 
will ever be doing. If we have 4 treaſure here (ſome-what we greatly like 
and much confide in) our hearts will be. here with it ; ahd if here, they. 
cannot be otherwhere ; they will be: taken up ; rhey will reſt ſatisfied; 
they will not care to ſeek farther. If we affect worldly glory anddeliple © 
in the applauſe of men, we ſhall not be fo careful to pleaſe God, and 
ſeek his favour, If we admire and repoſe confidence in riches, twill 
make us negleAful of God, and diftruſtful of his Providence ; if our; min 


thirſts after, and ſucks in greedily ſenſual pleaſures, we ſhall got reliſh \ 


ſpiritual delights, attending the pradtice of yertue and piety, -orarifing 
from good confcience ; adhering to, attending upon Maſters ot ſodiffere 

{o oppoſite a quality is inconſiſtent ; they cannot abide' peaceably'together, 
they cannot both rule in our narrow breaſts ; we ſhall-love and holdto'the 
the Father is not in bim; the love of the World, as the preſent gueſt; 
occupies and fills the room ; that it will not admit, cannot hold the lon ; 
of God. But whea the heart is diſcharged and emptied of theſe. thingsy | 


ALL 


when we begin to deſpiſe them as baſe and vain ; to diſtaſt themas inlind 
and unſavoury ; then naturally will ſucceed a deſire after other thingy 
promiſinga more ſolid content; and deſire will breed endeayour; all 
endeavour. (furthered by God's affiftance always ready to back it)-will 
yeild ſucha glimps and taſte of thoſe things, as will ſo comfort and ſatighs 
our minds, that thereby they will be drawn and engaged into a mi 
earneſt proſecution of them. When (I ſay) driving on ambitious: Pits. 
jets, heaping up Wealth, providing for the fleſh (by our-refleftinges* 
the ſhortneſs and frailty of ourlife) become fo inſipid to us, that wer” 
little appetite to them, or relith in them ;. our reſtleſs minds will-begw 
to hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, deſiring ſome ſatisfaCtion thenges 
Diſcerning theſe {ecular and carnal fruitions to be meer h«sks (the prop” 
foodof ſwine) we ſhall bethink our ſelves of that better nouriſhment 
rational or ſpiritual comfort) which our Fathers houſe doth affordtoW ; 
children and ſervants... Being ſomewhat diſentangled from the carg'8” 
our farms and our trafficks ; from-yoaking our oxen and being married 
our preſent delights; we may begt.leaſure,' and-in diſpoſition to comp 
with divine invitations to entertainment ſpiritual. Experiencing, Ws 
our trade about theſe-petty commodities turns to ſmall accompt, an&Wwe 
in the end we ſhall be nothing richer thereby ; reaſon will induce us W8 
the Merchant in the Goſpel to,/ell a that we have (to forego our pred 
intereſts and deſigns) for the purchaſing that rich Pear! of God's Mill 
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by 
all the glory of man 4s the flower f i Pet: t. 24 
lower thereof fatleth" awiy ; But the 
worldly glory is frail and fading, 
rand permanent ; that is, the good 
by God promilcdto them, whoFaithfully 'ferye him, ſhall intalli- 
fer: everlaſting bendfir; whence it follows, 
lhe exhorts, we are bound to gitd up the Tolns'of our mind, to be v,,, 
{and hope to the end'; ro proceed and petfift conftantly in faithful. 
lice 1o'God. Charge thoſe (Jaith'St. Pail) who are rich 3n this world, 
ty be not high-minded, nor truſt in #hcirtain'riches, bat in the living 


1 Tim. 6. rg. 
© 420 . : - ah & . OS. INS © 1 +4 *4 GY * ' 1" 6 * 5%. # # Ny EN #\ *% | 
moet they do good, be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 


Wiicare'; ryeaſaring wþ for themſelves # good foundation for the furpre , 
Whom Hyun. Mig * Sine, argues he, preſent riches are of 
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on LCY1 \ ar men, are a6ean to a Gig 2 bY 
cd 1 our eternal intereſt ;. therefg oy not mug 107. "1 
\ ©... , thoſe, dag clally, and. emp pop the &., . Ones. 
viour himſelf do yo n:1nfjl Pa ales the om ariſon ud 
Matt, 6. 20+ [ure 20F unto JORY: SELVES. ere es Ed | F 
| jor where thieves break through is but: be. we oo 0 Tour [+ 
 * ©  ſaretin.beqven, where moth and. ruit do pot corrupt, and mhere thies 
v.25. break through and ſteal. :Do not take care for. ond, 
ici fv vec 1043, what Je 
John 6. 27> kingdom of ; 


Luke 12. 33+ : ah eh aa 
Onouvgdy bags that wax uot ol 
vials the Holy Sripers LAS | 
FF FR GxrFalngy; An anpermneacy of future. goods, declare the excel. 
of theſe above thoſe; advi beg emupen, zith higheſt reaſoo,chir- 
lingly.reje& thoſe (in real effeQ, if 3." Ivays.y 
we willy rx of mind) in order tothe procuring or. ſecuring 
It wi for our example and encouragement, commends. 
and :yzrtue of thoſe. Perſons, who have effeQually I 
Heb, 11 .10- of Abraham, our Father, W , inexpeQation | | unded Cuz. 
made and, built by God,. did readi defert his. Countrey, a od Kindn 
as; BS all preſent accommodations of life ; of Moſes, who. « T3.1 
ſpleadours and delights of a great Court ; rexeted the alliance ce We 
Princeſs, and refuſed Bag called thi fan of Phaxanhy's. daughter ;inelpe | 
to the wvzeaoia, aoY future aries of reward ;,a.; harg, ; wherein 
ſhall aſſuredly fall xo them, who. above. all other conſiderations nepa 
the: performance of their duty;to oo; of of the Arabs, *Y ho far] os | vt 2 
Matt. 19. 27. Parents, Brethren, Lands, Houſes, ., Trades TAE of 2M 4 to "Qu, ih 
Luke 18. 2% Jow Chriſt; him at preſent poor, and.naked all FR ono, our, poet. 
wealth and delight; in hopeonely to receive from him divix y: em _ is £ 
affairs, an tea eating her ſelf at Jeſus | feet, attending to wy ; 
is commended for her. wiſdom, .in, minding the. ozty oy 
chuſing the better part, which: conld never be taken from - 
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» indts tendred by our Savidur' (yea doth 'fjot-in cotnpariſon-deſpiſe;ote- 
s Wee atid reject tis deareſt contents of life,' and the very "capacity of 


y ins them, 'his' life it {olf) doth not deſerve to be: reckoned. amon 
Jifeiptes'of Chriſt ; to be {6'/much as a Pretender to eternal joy, ot - 

pres ite of immortality. * Our Saviour rejects all ſuch ' unwiſe and per> 

wttaders, 'who'will not exchange brittle glaſs for ſolid gold ; counters 

aoliftering ſtones for genuine moſt precious jewels;'a gatland. of fas 

edowers for an incorruptible crown of Glory ; a ſmall temporary ipen- 

ator a vaſtly rich freehold ;-ax- inheritance incorruptible and:undefiledgand © Pl: 4: 


the fadeth 1104 away,” rterved i the heavens: Thus doth the Holy Scrips 

ach ys 't6'compare thele ſorts of good things jt i es, 

od; ſecondly; ſo alfo doth it to compare the evils of both Rates; fot 

Wrſecing, She ſoon ceaſing of temporal miſchiefs ſhoulg (in-reafon- 
proceeding) diminiſh the fear of them, -and mitigate 'the' grief for 

Wi fo the incefſant continuance of ſpiritual evils doth (according to 

Weſtimation) render them hugely grievousand formidable ; *is plain, 

ewe ſhould much more diflike, abominate, and ſhun' ſpiritual evils, 

tn temporal ; that we ſhould niake -no queſtion rather to/endure theſe 

wotyſms of momentany pain; than incur thoſe chronical' and- (indeed) 

lewtable maladies; that we ſhould run willingly into theſe ſhallow plaſhes 

deſent inconveniefice; rather than plunge our ſelves into thoſe unfa- 

tietable depths of eternal miſery, ' There is (T ſuppoſe) no man, who 

would not accompt.it a very'great calamity'(ſuch as hardly greater could 

kl him here) to have his right eye placked ont, and bis right hand cut off, _ 

whe foot taken trom him $*r6- be deformed and mainied, fo that he can is. 8.” * 

Qaothing, of tir any whither; yet our Tord repreſents theſe to us as 

wofderable evils, yea as things very eligible and advantageous in com- 

Wiſn' of thoſe miſchicfs, which the voluntary not embracing them, 

mak we cannot otherwiſe than'by ſo doing avoid fin, will bring on us : 

aa, it i (faith he) profitable for thet, that one of thy members be loſt, 

Wlkr than that thy whole body'be-cait into hell ; wiiv au32, "tis good, "tis 

well it for thee 0 enter into life lame und maimed, and one yd, rather 

liapheving two hands, and two feet, axd'two eyes (in all integrity and beau- 

Fofthis temporal, or corporal-ſtate) iro be caſt intoeternal fire, To be \ba- 

Whed from ones native ſoil, ſecluded' from all comforts of friendly ac- 

Wintance, deveſted irrecoverably of great'eſtate and dignity ; becom- 

Wvagrant and a ſervant in vile employment, in a ſtrange Countrey, 

my Man would be apt to deem a wretched condition; yet Moſes, We ne. ir. 24. 

Witreely choſe it, rather than by enjoying unlawful -pleatures at home, 

Whrahs Court,to incur God's diſpleaſure and vengeance : ovyrgneydivur 

Wavy, chuſeng rather to undergo evil together with God's people, than to 

ME T&TLareyr od wegricis dmoravar, a Femporery fruition of ſinful delight, dange- 

Sto the welfare of his ſoul. ' Death is commonly eſteemed the moſt 

Sam and terrible of evils incident to man ; yer our S4v4our bids us not 

Meard or fear it, . in compariſon of that deadly ruine,” which we adven- 

Won by offending God : I ſay «nto you my friends { ſaith he, he intended |. _. h; 

Wrthe moſt friendly advice) Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and Mut. xo. 38. 

| ler that have nothing farther to do ; but Twill ſhew you whons Je ſhall fear ; Amoiſcivai 
Wbim, who after be hath killed, hath power \to\caſt izto hell , to caſt both la ek 
Wand ſon! into Hell, and deſtroy them therein; Tea, I ſay unto you 

Wik.ncuſcates and impreſſes it upon them) fear him. 

2tthirdly ; Conſidering the good things of this life together wick the 

/*ah that, which is to come ; Since enjoying theſe - goods in _—_ 
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 God.and Angels. and all-good men hereafter ;- if for attainj . A 
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Rom, 8. 19, 


Mmourning'to eternity ; if uponithe ſeeming, 
to our carnal appetite be conſequent a remedileſs diftempering of ourſoul; 
our! boy, - 


- _ NOm_—— 
- 


—— 


for a moment j 6G. 6 
2 i 10 rc1Peg of 


riſon with enduring thoſe evilsisbut rejoicin 


fo that what talts like honey proves gall.in.the digeſtion; gripes 

els,; gnaws our heart, and Rings our canſcience for ever. ; if-preſe; 
and jollity have a. tendency-to: that dreadful weeping ol wailins 
gnaſhing; of: teeth-threatned inthe Goſpel ;; if. For the praiſe.and 

of -a;few. giddy men here we 'yenture- eternal ſhame and.confuſion;hefw. 
ving a-{mall-ftock of uncertain riches inthis World we ſhall reduce ou 
{elves into a ſtate of moſt uncomfortable nakedneſs and penury in the 
other, -*Tis clear-as the Sun. that we are downright fools and may mer. 
ifwe 9H theſe accompts rather willingly reje& .all theſs, nn 
things; than haz: 28000 
What will it profit a man, if he gain the whole World (* Go8 yrlw Vox) aud 


be endamaged as 0 his ſoul, or loſe his ſoul 45 2 mulct, 'Tis A very F 0+ 
vantageous bargain for all the: conveniencies this World can afford tobe 


deprived of the comforts of our immortal ſtate. But, - | 
Laſtly, comparing the evils of this life with the benefits, of the fixure 

lnce the worſt tempeſts of this life will be ſoon blown over, the hittareg 
crolſes muſt expire (if not before, however). with our breath ; but the 
good things of the future ſtate are immutable. and perpetual; Sy wh. 
dent conſequence moſt reafopable; that: we. freely (if and be) "6a 
take, and patiently endure thele-for che;fake .of thoſe; that in- hom of 
that incorruptible inheritance, laid up for-' 9,iy Heaven, we not 0 j" 
port and comfort gur ſelves, but.eyen rejoyceand exult in all the affliQi. 
ons by God's wile and juſt diſpenſation-impoſed on us here ; as they. in 
St. Peter ; wherein (faith he) ge greatly refoyce (or exult,) being far- « litth 
while 4s in heavineſs through manifold * affliftions or trials, Arco ting it 
all joy (faith St. James) when. ye. fall into divers temptations (that is, allli 
ctions or trials) knowzng rat the trial of yaur faith perfeiteth patience 3that 
is, ſeeing the ſufferance of theſe preſent evils conduceth to the furtherance 
of your ſpiritual and eternal weltarg, A 


vantage : St.Paxi, than whom no man perhaps ever more deeply taſted 


of the cup of affliction ; and that tempered with all the moſt bitter inors«_ 
Hients which this World can-produce; Whoſe. life was es ps. 
nual agitation and unſettledneſs ; in all hardſhips of travel and labour and - 
care; 1n extreme ſutferance of all pains both of body and mind; in all 


imaginable dangers and difficulties and dittreſſes, that nature expoſes man 
unto, or humane malice can bring upon him; in all wants of naturalcom- 


fort (food, 1leep, 1helter, liberty, health) in all kinds of. diſgrace and 
contumely ; as you may ſ{eein thoſe large inventories of his ſufferingy 
2 Cor. 11. 23, regiltred by himſelf, in the 6th and 11th Chapters of his 2d Epiſtle to 
LP Corinthians ; Yet all this conſidering the good things he expeRed after- 


ward to. enjoy, heaccompted. very. {light and tolerable : For (faith hej 
our lightneſs of affliction, that for a little mhile here, worketh for wa fu 
more exceeding weight of glory ;\ whole we look not at the things which are ſets; 
but at thoſe, -which are not. ſeen; for the things which ate- ſeen are temporal 
but the things which are n0t ſeem. are eternal. For we know, that when:out: 


earthly houſe of this tabernacle (ofthis, unltcady tranſitory abode) is 4ſ#; 
ved we are to have 4 tabernacle. from God, a houſe not made with hands, eternds 
in the Heavens, Ireckow, {aith he again, that is having made a due _ | | 

| paruon 


weetneſs of theſe £nj0y ment 


azard incurring any of thoſe evils ; for, faith truth it fie 


. nd, We glory in tribulation, faith 
St. Pas! ; rendring the ſame accompt, becauſe it tended to their foulsads 
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Bm XV. The Confaderation. of. our Latter end, © 157 
—6n/ard computation find) that the ſaffertags of this preſont time are not 
thy (that is are not conſiderable, come under ho rate or proportion) 4 
het of the glory whith ſhall beyrrutaled  (or:openly conferred): wpon ws. 
ſhe like opinion had thoſe faithful Chriſtians, in the Epiſtle to' the He- 
bes of whom *tis ſaid, that bezmg expoſed to publick ſtorn as in'the theutre, Heb: 10, 34. 
pih;reproaches and affkittions, they did with gladneſs accept the poiling * (or Geared: 
nine "of their godas;, knowing that they had in Heaven « better and more* *>,uy1. 


jndering [ubſt ance, ' But the 'principal example (moſt obliging- vur;imi: 


hes. As eam_g et ds 1 


ation) of this wiſe choice is that-of our Lord himſelf 'z whoy'in contem- 
mation of the future great ſatisfa&tion and reward: of patient ſubmiſſion. 
pthedivine will; did willingly undergo the greateſt of temporal ſorrows | 
adignominies; Who (faith. thei Apoſtle ro rhe Hebrews, propounding his Heb. 12: a, 
wmple to us) forthe joy that was ſet before him endured the Groſs, deſpi- 

hy the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand of God, Opry 

This immediately, or by an -eafie:inference doth the conſideration of 

ths lifes ſhortneſs and uncertainty confer to that main part' of wiſdom; 

whiy-ro value'the things abour'which we are converſant ; diſpoſing us 
qaſequently to moderate our affections, and rightly to guide our aCtions 

bout them; fitting \us' therefore for the performanceof thoſe duties ſo 
qſtenenjoined us; of notEaring for, not truſting in, not minding (un- 

wiythat 13; and immoderately) things below ; of dying to this World; 

wepkiog up our croſs;- or contentedly ſuffering (in ſubmifſion to God's 

mil) all loſs and-inconvenience/; as-alfo to the placing our meditation-and 

a8; our love and defire; our hope and confidence; our joy and fatis- 

kſkon3 our moſt-earneft pamns'and endeavours upon things divine, ſpi- 


a 


Wuland eternal,” ' ©: 


! 34 3- 8HPM | 128 £5140 | | ; : | 

MV; Iproceed to another geheral benefit of that general conſideration ; 

wich s that it may erfiage usto/a good improvement of our time; the 

king which is/a very confiderable piece of wifdom. For if tirhe be, (as 

Inbreas-called it'truely) s thing of mo# precious walae (or expence) Nounxicd- 

Sitwere 2 great folly tolaviſh' it away unprofitably ; ſo to be! frugal 41-2: 

leet and careful to lay it 'out for the beft advantage, eſpecially every 

Knhaving {d little *ftore thereof, muft be a ſpecial poitit of Prudence. 

bk coverous of time (Seneca tells us) is « commendable avarice z it  beihg Nula niſi tem; 

meſary for the accompliſhment of any worthy enterprize; there being bs ef of 

Wing exellent, that can ſoon or caſily be effefted. Surely he that hath 

Ahand great buſineſs to difpatch'; and but a little time allowed for ir, 

Wcerned to husband'it well ;- not to lofe it wholly in idleneſs 4; not to 

te i away in unneceſlary divertiſements ; not to: put himſelf upon 

Meimpertinent affairs; above all not to create obſtacles to himſelf, by 

fin matrers of a tendency quite contrary to the ſucceſs of his main 

Wrtakings. Tis our. caſe; we are obliged here to negotiate in; buſi- 

ef infinite price and conſequence to us ; no leſs than the falvation of 
lou and eternal happines; and we ſee, that our time to driveit on 

bring it to a happy iffve is very ſcant and ſhort ; ſhort in it ſelf; and 

Myhort in reſpect to the nature of thoſe affairs; the great vatiety, and 

Eat difficulty of them :' The great father of Phyſcians did quicken 

®Mudents of oc faculty to diligence, by admoniſhing them (ta the | 

MPnce, fſerting it in the front of his famous Aphoriſms) that, life 3s Nonenim dt 

5 #24 art is long. And how much more fo is the art of living well vim : 
Wt moſt excellent and moſt neceſſary art ; for indeed vertue is not a giftyn/'s 220” 


"Rte, buta work of art; an effect of labour and ftudy) this, I = gn 
ad _— 
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moſt needful-and uſeful art of living vertuouſly and /piouſly.;'this; a 5, 
ſpiritual Phyſick ; (of preſerving and recovering our ſouls health). ho 
much longer is it ? how many rules are-to be learat ? how many precenes - 
to be obſerved in order thereto? We are bound to furniſh our minds wi 
needfu] knowledge of God's will and our duty ; we are to bend Ouran; 
willing wills to a ready compliarice withthem;. we are to adorn our fu, 
with diſpoſitions ſutable to the future ſtate (luch as-may. qualify; us far 
the preſence of God, and converſation-with the bleſſed {pirirs. aboye) i 
is incumbent on us to mortify. corrupt deſires, to reſtrain -inordinate i 
ſions, to ſubdue natural propenfities, to extitpate vitious habits; in codv 
to the effeQting theſe things, to uſe all fit means';. devotion toward:God; 
ſtudy ofhis Law, reflexion upon our actions, with all ſuch {piritualiin, 
ftruments ;. the performing which duties, as it doth require great carean 
pains, fo it needs much time ; all this. is'not difFum faitam, as. ſoondes 
as ſaid; a few ſpare minutes will not ſuffice. to.accotnpliſh its, Named. 
inclination, that wild beaſt within us, will not ſo preſently be tamed; aw. 
Ti ev{e6-E- made traQtable by us. Ill habits cannot be removed; without muchexercs. 
aboard and attendarnice ; as they were begot,{o they muſt. be;deftroyed, by ao, - 
ſtant ſucceſſion, and frequency of as. Fleſhly. luſt is not tobe killed 
with a ſtab or two ; it: will ight ſtoutly, and rebel; often, an-..hold-ow - 
long, before with our utmoſt endeavour we can obtain an--entire vides 
over it. - No vertue is acquired in'an inftant,. but by degrees, flap 
ſtep ; from'the ſeeds of rightinſtruction and good reſolution it ſpring: up, 
an grows forward by acontinual-progrels of cuſtotnary praftice; %tis a 
child of patience, a fruit of perſeyerance (that anyuri tec d5a88,. endurin 
in doing well, St. Paul ſpeaks of) and conſequently a work of time, for 
enduring implies a good ſpace of time. Having therefore ſo, much to- 
doe, and of ſo great concernment, and {0 little a portion of. time for.it, 
| it behoves us to be careful in the 1improvement.of what time. is allowed 
us; to embrace all opportunities and-advantages offered ; to go the nears 
eſt way, 'to uſe the beſt compendiums in- the tranſation\of our bulinels; 
not to be ſlothful and negligent, but aQtive and intent about it ;«({ 
time is diminiſhed, andin part loſt by ſloth or {lackneſs ; ſo it is. enlarged, 
and, as it were, multiplied by induſtry ; my day is two in reſpe& of his; 
who doeth but half my work.) Not ( al 0) to conſume our. time i 
fruitleſs paſtimes, and curious entertainments of fancy ; being idly bulie 
about impertinences and trifles (we call it ſport, but ?ris a ſerious damage 
to us;') not to immerſe our ſelyes in multiplicities of needlels.cars. 
about ſecular matters, which may diſtraQt us, and bereave us-of fit-Kls- 
ſure for:our great employment ; that which our Saviour calls wetdwmmp | 
mae, 10 keep apreat deal of doe and ſtir (to be jumbled about as- it wat 
and confounded) about many things ; and, meyrnivur mgi manu} dakniah; Hy 
be aiſtrafted and perplexed about much comber ſome. ſervice ; which St. Pa 
calls memaixavur F 73 bis mexyuaredars, to be implicated and. entangled: (4s,4 
net) with the negotiations of this preſent life ; ſo that we ſhall not, be + 
pedite, or free to beſtir our ſelves about our more weighty affairs, The 
{pending much time about thoſe things doth Rteal it from rheſz ; yea dotlh 
more than ſo, by diſcompoſing our minds ſo that we cannot well emplay; 
what time remains upon our ſpiritual concernments. But eſpecially, Wk 
ſhould not proſtitute our time upon vitious proje&ts and praCtices ; 00g) 
'-- Which is not onely a prodigality of the preſent time, but an abridgma. 
_ ***" "ofthe future ; it not onely doth not promote or ſet forward our bulinek, | 


23% | ] 
butbriogs it backward; and makes us more work than we had befor 


Luke 10. 40. 


TR. Th + Conſideration of our Latter end. | == "Mm 


Ely contrary to our Jouncyeiend., Phe ke Blip. 
þ.—a He Wy ANA Ry byrp gh near an 
tne of d2y"r0 fi, moſt in ow ſtripes tour ſbon,: and' then 
ke good fÞ uft proceed on gireQty,” making ns ft = 'de- 
that; him, not ſtitiding ro 
Awrev! y object FT Te nexv or trainge fo hihy ; got. ſtaying to TY 
ibevery. Paſſenger that meets htm; but rather avoiding occaſions of 
tet Key Fl elf he be farptifed by the night; 5 lefe” to Wander -- 
"be excluded Rinall Yroet the place wh thee hereads "So that | 
bh onpſe towards" Heaven and ha pineſs, take are-thar it, Ok 
TEKGET go, but be kg rg hu the-. - »- 
and V Deed 0 ly, and petfift cor. = 
ily; nowhere ftayi 2 woB "Awntit on im pedirm, ts and 
Mf eb our hy Fo : ft we 7 roſe arrive near, ae too lat 
hepate of Heaven. St, Peter tells us, that che end of all things 
! wp proach, and. thereupon” AdpITs us to be ſober, ant to-watch unto Pet. 4 95 
ﬀ for that the 'leſ$*otit tirhe i: $, the mote interit and indufteious it 
norr) 0's " be. / "And, Se." Pail joins us ro redeem the time, betguſe the; 
v4}; "that is, fince we'can'enjoy 10 true; quiet or cornfort here, 
weſhou pi ngron our” titge';to the beſt advantage \for the future 3 te 
th; tave -2lfo adjoined, with the Patriarch Jazoh, the pauci of. the 
bis badneſs ; becauſe the days of our life tre Yar and ul, "et us Gen. 45. 


Eph. s. 16, 


| the time; Man that is born of 4 woman is "days, thd Fall of Job 14- t 

Wr4So few indeed hey are, hk 8; fit we frond loſe none, of then? 

Wether alin preparation roward that great change weare to make ; ; 

tt Fil paſs out 4 pi Brat Fa into gay reid EO. 

i" s, we ave 0Þ's mple © ing : A the azys. (lays 0 ob 14. 14: 

d Wed time 2ere 8 4. Hl 7 Mw 7 wy Lend tie Pole with al fn 9 BY 
& fenfive Warning of 6t {gh Tube heet to your ſelves, te » ho - Luke 21- 34; 
| p wir betirts be overc i no with ur feirirg and drunkenneſs, and cares of 

Wie rnd f that” {7 Ay enSes. Watth ye therefore and pray 

be ns Hard Worry Fa and z0 foo was the "en of 
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S Fi nmore on this Point ; T ſhall onely ſay, that conſidering the brevity 

"Wiancertainty of our preſent ſtate, the greateſt ſimplicity may juſtly be _ 
Sed the trueſt wiſdom ; that who deceives others doth cozen himſelf 
«|; that the dcepelt policy (uſed tocompals, or ro conceal bad deſigns) 
"+ the end appear the moſt downright folly. | 
might add to the precedent diſcourſes, that Philoſophy it ſelf hath com- Tin xe 5 
ded this conſideration as a proper and powerful inſtrument of vertue ; 7% 
coning the pratice thereof a main part of wiſdom ; the greateſt ow julcws 5s 
cient therein in common efteem, Socrates, having defined Philoſophy 744 Taiar 
wie ftudy of wiſdom) to be nothing elſe, but (wan Sends) rhe fudy arton. lib. 1 
$þ; intimating alſo (in Plato's Phedop) that this ſtudy, the medita- 

Hof death and preparation of his mind to leave this World, had been 
Loonftant and chief employment of his life, That likewiſe, accord- 
experience, nothing more avails to render the minds of men ſober 

well compoſed, than ſuch ſpettacles of Mortality, as do impreſs this 

wideration upon them: For whom doth not the ſight of a Coffin or of 

brave gaping to receive a friend perhaps, or an ancient Aquaintance ; 

ever 2 man in nature and ſtate altogether like our ſelves; of the 

aroful Jooks and habits, ofall the ſad pomps and ſolemaities attendin 

unto his long home, by minding him of his own frail condition, at- 

with ſome ſerious, ſome honeſt, ſome wile thoughts ? And it we 

gfonable men we may every day ſupply the need of ſuch occaſions, 

toreſenting to our ſelves the' necefſiry of our ſoon returning to the 

Wedreffing in thought our own Heiſes, and celebrating our own Fu- 

us; by living under the continual apprehenſion and ſenſe of our tran- 

wand uncertain condition ; dying daily, or becoming already dead 

this World. The doing which efteQtually being the gift of God, 

eſpecial work of his Grace, let-us of him humbly implore it, fay- 
aſter the Holy Prophet, Lord, ſo teach us to number our days, that we 
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wh our hearts anto wiſedom. Amen. 


_- 


i 
. 
. 


$ = - 


N XVI. 


% 
| 
< 
% 


by 
bt 
4 
z 
& 
Pe 
-" 


—_— _ 
- 


PSAL, CXIX. 60. 
nade ba$te, and delayed not to keep thy Commandments. 
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l yz IS Pfalm (no leſs excellent in vertue, than large in bulk) con- 
JS taineth manifold reflexions uport the nature, the properties, the 
® adjuns and effe&s of God's Law , many ſprightly ejacula- 


Wabout it (conceived in different forms of ſpeech; ſome in way of 
F - 5 Petition, 


y 
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vs 


| WEEN 


:tition, ſome of thanksgiving, ſome of reſolution, ſome of am. 
hs aphoriſm) many uſefull 5 of aſſrrgn 
obſervance of it ; the whichrare not ranged in any. ftri& order, bur / % 
a variety of fair flowers and wholſome herbs in a wide field) do i ; 
grateful confuſion lie diſperſed, as they freely did ſpring up in the heg.. 


or were ſuggeſted by the devout ſpirit of him, who icdited the Plum: 


whence no coherence of ſentences being deſigned, we may c L 
one of them abſolutely or ſingly by it ſelf, , F M7 

Among them, that which I have picked out for the ſubje& of my di 
courſe, implieth an excellent rule of prattice, authoriſed by the P/alwifh, 
example; it is propounded in way of devotion or immediate addreſs 4, 
God ; unto whoſe infallible knowledge his conſcience maketh an anna 
concerning his praCtice ; not as boaſting thereof, but as praifing God fx 
it, unto whoſe gratious inſtruQion and ſuccour he frequently doth aſcribe 
all his performances : But the manner of Pads ar I ſhall not inf 
upon ; the rule it Telf is, that ſpeedily, without any procraſtination g 
delay, we ſhould apply our ſelves to the obſervance of God's Command. 
ments ; the praQice of which rule it ſhall be my endeayour to recom. 
mend and preſs. "I" 


It is a common praQice of men,that are engaged in bad courſes, with 


their own conſcience diſcerneth and diſap 
Recognoſce ſingulos conſidera univerſes, 
nullius non vita ſpeftat in craſtinum ; non 
enim vivunt,ſed vitturi ſunt.Sen Ep.g 5. 


Viuros agimus 

ſemper,necutvi- 

mus unguam. 

Mauil. 4, they preſume, be ſoon eno 


or a year hence, when they 


Prov. 6.10. gard, Ter, ſay they, a little ſleep, a little lumber, a little folding ef the 
 hanas; let usbut neglect this duty, let us but fatisfie this appetite, let us 
but enjoy this bout of pleaſure 3 hereafter God willing .we meantobe 
mare careful, we hope that we ſhall become more ſober : So like bad dels 

tours : when our conſcience dunneth us, we always mean, We ; Wa 
promiſe to pay ; if ſhe will ſtay a-while, ſhe ſhall, we tell her, be iats' 
fied ; or like vain ſpendthrifts, we ſee our eſtate fly, yet preſume that it 
will hold out, andat length we ſhall reſerve enough for our uſe. ale 
; Tm oweddia, Let ſerious baſuneſs ſtay trill the morrow,. was. « Gas ol P 
Plut. in POP» dear to him who ſaid it; yet we in our greateſt concerns follow tim, > 
Non eftcred But how fallacious, how dangerous and how-miſchieydus this, manner: 
mibi ſapienis of proceeding is ; how much better and more adviſable-icis; afterthe &- 
_ ; 1” ample propounded in our Text, ſpeedily to betake our ſelves unto the 
' diſcharge of our debt and duty to God, the following conſiderations wil 

plainly declare. | £6 

{ 1. We may conſider, that the obſervance of God's Commandments 
(an obſervance of them proceeding from an habitual” diſpolitian of mind 
in a conſtant tenour of praQtice) is our indiſpenſable duty, our main cor 
cernment, our only way to happineſs ; the neceſſary conditiog of our 
attaining falvation; thar alone which can procuge God's love and avon 
toward us; that unto which allreal bleſſings here, and all bliſs hereaw* 
are inſeparably annexed : Fear God and keep his Commandments, fo! 


Eccl. 12.33: the whole of man ; (the whole duty, the whole deſign, the whole pas 


directions, many zealous exhortations toy. 
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on, the ſum of our wiſdom, - and our happinets,) If -rhow! wilt enter Yatt. 19. 27 
ao life, keep" the Commandments : Fit rightreom' t'ord loveth\righteoaſaeſs, vi. i. q., 

a. copntenante doth behold'the upright! God witl rewdev t0 :eUEYY tas ACCOT A 2a I'5. 9+ 
PTL works; theſe are Oracles 1ndubitably clcar,and infalliblyicerrain; © 
eſe are immoveable terms of juſtice between: God and Man, (whichme- y;...;. 5 
@r will, never can be relaxed ;\ being grounded: on tlie-immiptgble-nature Luke 16. 19. 
ofGod,, and eternal reaſdti of things; 1f God had: not devreedy if he had 41 115: 15 
gt id theſe-things, they! would: not afſuredly'cbeirtuerittoritcs a foul 
aatradiction to reaſon, that a Man ever ſhould:pledſe:God withauvobey- 

# hich ;/*cis' a groſs abſurdity ir natore, thar a'Mam ſhould be/ happy 


- 
- 


.> 3.0. 


> 


_hout beirig: g00d'; »wherefore/alt the 'witin'the/World:cantiordevidea 
iy. all the authority upon Earth (yea, I - dare fay, even in: Heaven cit 
Wy cannot eſtabliſh a condition; beſide: fairhfub obſerydnce of: God's 
aw cthat can fave, or-make us' happy/4from it there: can be:noalididif 
wſtion; without it-thefe:can beinoeffeRtual.abſolution, / forviethere can 
hot pacceptable commutation ; nor!in defect thereof will anyifaich;! an 

Weſſon, any trick'or pretence: whatever avail;: or: ſignify anyqchinj; 
Mhatever-expedicnt to ſupply its: room ſuperſtition, miſtake;/eraft;-or 
ſumption may recommend, We ſhall,” relying thereon; becertain] yÞde- 
Med: Tf therefore wermean to'bs faved (and are we ſo wild. as'not ito 
anit? ) (if we donot renounce feliciry (and do'we not then renounce 


twits ? ) to become vertuous; to proceed ina courſe of cobedience, is 
1v0 


6 


” 


POR Ro =o WT, MW .. & BÞ. 


ork that neceſſarily muſt be performed ; and-why then ſhould we not 
_ſt(otly vndertake it ; 'wherefore do we demur! or! ſtick at'it'; how: can 
wet all reſt quiet, while-an \affair of: fo vaſt importance: lieth iupon/\ous 
SYinds, or until our mind*be freed”'of all uncertatdaty and: {uipence abour 
# Were a probable wiy ſuggeſted to us' of acquirinp great: wealth, hos | 


ro: pleaſure, ſhould we not quickly run about it; could wecontent- 
Wylcep,-till we had brought the buſineſs ro'a {ure or hopelefsiflue and . 
hy wich {eſs expedirion'or urgency: ſhould we purſue the-reertain means ."... 
Woir preſent ſecurity and comfort,'of 'our final ſalvation and:happinels?  --: 
ding ſo, are wenot ſtrangely tnconſiltent withour ſelves? tt) 14! 
pain, diſobedience is the certain road to pei dition; that-which invol- 
Thus in'guilt and condemnation,thar which proveketh God's wrath and 


kiedagainſt us,that which afſuredly will throw us' into a ſtate of. eternal 
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Wow and wretchedneſs: The fooliſh ſhall 'nbt ſtand in God's fight fie baterh Pal. 5. 5. 
Wie workers of iniquity ; If ye do not repent ye ſhall periſh. The wicked ſhall j1\* ng 
Witned into Hell, and all the people that forget God; 'T he unrighteons ſhall , Cor. 6.5. | 
Winherit che Kingdom of God 3 The wicked all-go into everlaſting. puniſhs _ 2% 45. 
mit, theſe are denunctations no leſs ſure than: ſevere, -from that mouth,” *" 

Mich is never opened in vain; from-the execution' whereof there can be 

Whhelter or refuge ; And'what wiſe'man, what''man in his right ſenſes 

Wuld for one minute ſtand obnoxious tothem ? Who that any-wiſe cen- 

mh his own welfare-would move one ſtep forward 1n ſo'perillons :and 

EluRive a courſe ? the'farther in which he proceedeth, the more he dif- 
wſteth'from happineſs, 'the nearer he approacheth to ruine, 

k other caſes common ſenſe prompteth men to proceed otherwile ; 


who, having rendred one his enemy, that far overmatcheth him, and 


Ly 


- 
- 
oo 


SSSED 


Sole mercy he ſtandeth, will not inſtantly ſue to be reconciled ? -who 
Wp ſeiſed by a pernicious diſeaſe, will not haſte to ſeek a cure? who be- 
iy allen into the jaws of a terrible danger, will not nimbly leap out 
Mice? and ſuch plainly is our caſe ; while we perſiſt in ſin, we live in 
ty and defiance with the Almighty,who can at his Pleaſure craſh us; 
£ Y 2 | we 


 m— 


hs. 


ae... 


we lic under a fatal plague, which, .if we do not ſeaſonably, repent 


—— 
certainly deſtroy us 3 we incur the moſt dreadful of all hazards, a WE 
in the confines of death and deſtraftion ; God frowning at us, Built hols? * 


ing us, Hell gaping for us: Every Sinner is (according to the. Wi. 
Prov. 23. 34. expreſſion) ; ys 't "emay'y 
' wor the top of & maſt ;, and he that\is in ſuch a caſe, 1s he not-mag or; Gut 
lefs, if he will not forthwith labour to ſwim out thence, or. make all ſpeed 


to get downinto aſafer place ? can any man with;comfortiJodgy in:acoq,. 


dition-ſo diſmally tickliſh ? 


4 


2. We may conſider, thatin order to our final welfare we h vem 
work to diſpatch,the which requireth as earneſt care and painful indufits. 
ſd a competent long time ; which, 1f we do not profently fall-gw pigs 


wanting, and thence 6ur work be left undone, or.imperte& : Too 


and corre&bad inclinations, to render- our ſenſual appetites —_— 


reaſon, to compoſe our paſſions intoa right and Ready. order, toc 
our ſouls from vanity, from perverſenels, from (loth, from-.all vitions 


diſtempers, and in their room to implant firm habits of vertue,; toga 


clear knowledge of our duty, with a+ ready diſpoſition to perform..it;-in 
fine, to ſeaſon: our minds with holy affettions, Ty Hrs FR ay 


ſence of God, and converſation with the bleſſed Spirits above; thele-ap 


things that mult be done, but cannot be \done in a trice ; it is not dif 


Rom. 2.7- fattww, as ſoon done as faid ; but wwe iy 32695, 4 patient continuancein. 


well-doing is needful to atchieve it ; for it no time can be redundant, the 


longeſt life can hardly be ſufficient : Art i long, 4nd life is ſbort, may 
an Aphoriſin in Divinity as well as in Phyſick ; the art of livi So Jy 


preſerving our Soul's health, and curing its diſtempers, requireth no leſs - 


time to compals it, than any other Art or Science, ME 0 
"Ou 19.9d- Vertue is tot a Muſhrome, that ſpringeth up jof it ſelf in one Night, 
Sow 1iv when we are aſleep or regard it not : But a delicate Plant, that, groweth 
; 4 p oo. ſlowly and tenderly, needing much pains to cultivate it, .much:care t 
xx mre- guard it, much time to mature it, in our untoward foil, in this Work 
ad Eph. aoy- 


5 ealie rate,, Heaven is too high to be come at without much. climbing; 


the crown of bliſs is.a, Prize too noble to be won without a long ag 


tough confli. Neither is a vice aſ{pirit, that will be conjured down F 


a charm, -or with a Preſto driven away; it is not an adverſary, that can 
beknocked'down at a blow, or diſpatched with a ſtab. W er ſhall 


0 quam iflud ns HO I gp Ss 
EE pretend at any time eafily with a celerity, by a kind of Legerdemai 


quibus tam (4. Of by any miſterious knack, a Man may be ſettled .in vertue, or conyerts 


cile videtur\ ed from vice, common experience abuadantly will confute him ; whid 
Qunt. 12-1: ſheweth, that a habit otherwiſe (ſetting miracles aſide) cannot be pro 
duced or deſtroyed, thanby a conſtantexerciſe of as ſutable or oppolite 


thereto ; and that ſuchaQs cannot be exerciſed without voiding all impe- | 


diments and framing all Principles of aRion (ſuch as temper of body, 


judgment of mind, influence of cuſtome) to a compliance ; that whoby 


temper is peeviſh or cholerick, cannot without mattering that temperdsr 
come patient or meek; that who. from vain opinions is proud, .canndt 
without conſidering away: thoſe opinions prove humble ; that who by 
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a lieth down in the midſt of the: ſed, or as.che..thay tiom 


P14. £11069" 


— a. . . . . 7 AIM | 
doe. Chryl. vnkindly weather ; happineſs is a thing too pretious to be purchaſed atan 


cuſtomeis grown intemperate,cannot without weaning himſelf from that Wy 


cuſtome come to be ſober ; that who from the concurrence of a ſorry. 
ture, fond conceits, mean breeding and ſcurvy uſage is covetous:; cangor 
without draining all thoſe ſources of his faulc,be turged into liberal. The 


change of our. mind is one . of the greateſt alterations in nature, V po 
| | | cannot 
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| — 


qaqnot be compaſſed in any way; or within any time we pleaſe ; but it 
quit proceed on leiſurely and regularly, in-fuch order, by fuch ſteps, as 

nature of things doth permir'; 'it. muſt be wrought-by'a teſolure and 
orious--perſeverance:';; by a: watchful applicition of ; miad 1n voiding:- - 
wendices;” 1n waiting for advantages, in attending to all:we:do ; by for- 

oe wrefting our nature fromns bent, and-fwmming apainft the current 
fiopetuous defires; by a patient diſentangling our ſelves from practices 

-noſt agreeable and familiar to us'; by a wary fencing with temptations;by | 
bes firuggling with manifold oppolitions. and-difficulties; whence/the | id 
Holy Scripture termeth our practice a warfare,” whereih we are to fight 

any « bloody battel with moſt redoubtable:toes ; a combatwhich mbft 

k managed with our beft skill, and utmoſt'might ;- a. race, which we 

aſt p66 ctirough with inceſſant aRtivity 'and ſwiftneſs. 1 oo 0 hi 

Aftherefore we mearts be good'or to be happy,” it behoveth us to loſe 

wtine;.to bs preſently up -ati"our great tas; to ſnatch, all occaſions, 

embrace all means incident of reforming our Hearts and lives.” As thoſe, 

yho have a long- journey to go, do take care to fet MO 

ately and in their way make good ſpeed; left the — AM apariv lowly n 8 wulaurs 
aoht overtake them before they reach their home ſo pug ay nk 700 or? 
Iheing a great way from hence to Heaven, feving we RE n 

mit paſs over ſo many obftacles, through {d'many Paths of duty before 

wartive thither, it is expedient to fet forward as ſoon as can be, and'to 

qoozed with all expedition ; the longer we ſtay, 'the more time we ſhall 

awd; /and the leſs we ſhall have.. : THe) s 

4; We may confider, that no future time which we can fix upon will 

kmore convenient than.the preſent is for our reformation. ' Let us pitch 


FH 


\ Wivhat time we pleaſe, we ſhall be'as unwilling and unfit todepin as we 

Wit oow; we ſhall find in our ſelves the ſame: indiſpoitions; :the ſame 

tn Watſoeſs, or the ſame liftleſaeſs: toward tras'now :; oh! 

v Wee willoccur the like hardſhips t6 deter us; and the | © hoefiet 3 idem ores fiet, gre. 

05 WW iePlaſures to allure us from 'our duty ; objects will 1; wn tf bodis, cri Dinegrongd 
an Windeas preſent and will ftrike as ſmartly upon our - _ © Ovid. de Ron. ZEpit.g 12. 


kiſks; the caſe will appear juſt the ſame, andthe ſame 

Mktences for delay will obtrude themſelves ; 10 that we ſhall be as apt 

Wk a now to prorogue the buſineſs. We ſhall ſay then, ro morrow I 

mMmend'; and'when that morrow cometh, ' it will be NH to morrow, 

Wþ the morrow will prove endleſs. If like the EA 
mikRuſtick, (who ſtay*d by the River fide waiting =o iefte vivendi progat horatn, 


Uh: done running, 'that {o he might - paſs dry-foor ATR caNCs dan <ofeet antics 
Mithechanel) we do conceit, that the - ſources of fig ZLabitur, 75 labetur in omne wolubilis - 
W inclinations within, and ſtrong temptations 4- Vin. | | 
Md) will of themſelves be ſpent or fail, we ſhall find - + 
Wives deluded. If ever we come to take up, we © 51 avarnals iv/mipdeoe iow, 
Mhave.a beginning wich ſome difficulty and trouble; Zea, ay mar 
FN ut courageouſly break through the preſent with — vor che ſameveaſon we put it off, 
" nchantments; we muſt undauntedly plunge into NN ET pyaFoby be good 
cold fiream : we muſt rouſe our ſelves from our bed RORW: 7 90G 

*0:; we:muſt ſhake:off that brutiſh improvidence which-'detaineth 

2nd why ſhould we not eflay'it now ? there is the ſamereaſon now 

wer we can have; yea, far more reaſon now ; for if that we now 

30; hereafter at any determinate time, ſome of the work wifibe-done; ” * 
t ;N remaineth will be ſhorter and eaſier to us: Nay farther, | 


% 


= 


Hor, Ep. j # 2s 
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4. We - 


:: 4. We'may conſider, that the-more we defer; the-more difficult 


Tlagg 70 _ painful our work muſt needs' prove-; every day-will both enlargeour +; 
C90 & (40, THTEV | . ls 0 r. ahiliev-ta iti” Sn 1 C0, , AY 
5; ax5- 20d diminiſh our-ability-to perform 1t': Jin 1s neveriaya'ftay>; (ig we 


ear yu or not retreat from: it, 'we ſhall;advance'm 1 ; and the:fartheronwe 


m Tezy447% more we have'to come back; every ſtep:we take forward; (even the 

£xew Epict, ee . the & Es | howd | | ore 

x 12: we-can return hither, into the aterwherein we are at preſear)-moſt be 
repeated. all: the web weſpinmuſt be unravelled ; we:muſt VOmir up al 
we take in 3. which to do we; ſhall find very tedious and:grievong; « 
Vice asit growethrin age, ſo.it umproveth in ſtature-and-ſtrengeh/: from 


7 
[| 


and 


a'\puny Child'it ſoon waxeth: a Juſty Stripling, then: rifeth to bea/{turdy | 


Man, and'afteira-while becometh a-tmaily Giant,. whom we: ſhalj ſcarce 

dare'to encounter,: whom:we ſhall be:very hardly-able:to vanquiſhz eſpe. 

cially ſeeing that. as ir: groweth-taller-and ſtouter,-{o: we ſhall dywingle 

and prove; more.impotent;:4or it teedethr;upon our vitals,- and: theiverh 

by our decay ;(it:waxethimighty by:{ftripping us::of our belt forces; by 
enfeebling_ our: reaſon, by perverting our. will, by:corrupting oor temper. 

by debaſing our courage, 'by ſeducing all-our appetites: and paſſions tg'4 
EIT treachergus compliance with »at- felf ; every day our 
FAS AIR nſri- mind-groweth more blind, 'our will more: reſtyy\our 
nd Fnngphny Yo millari"* Fpirit more faint, our appetites-more fiercey our paſſ 
1G. 1:1 © - ons. more:headftrong and untameable : The power and 

empire of ſin. do- ſtrangely. by. degrees encroach, and contingally: 


ground,uponus,. till-it hath' quite ſubdued and eathralled isy firt wh 


learn to bear it, then we come to like it, .by and:by we contraQzfriend- 


ſhip with at; then we dote upon it, at daſt:we become enſlaveditit in a © 


bondage, which we thall hardly'be able, or willing toſhake-off;'when 

Not onely our necks are fitted to the: yoke, our .hands-are manacled; and 

our feet:ſhackled thereby ;-\but our-beads-and hearts do conſpireiina baſe 
ſubmiſſion thereto : Whenvice: hath: made ſuch imprefſion on/bs;"when 
this'pernicious weed hath taken-1{d deeprobt in. our mind; williand:aft- 

Qtion, it will demand an extremely toilſome labour to extirpareiie,! | 5. 

Indeed by continuance; in fin, the chief means (aftorded by nature,-or 

by grace) of reſtraining, or reducing us from: it, are-either- cut off, or 
enervated and rendred'ineffeCtual;..: :: -., | 210th 

E-' 7". - Natural modeſty, while it laſteth; is a/ curb from 

| Mizeroy agzs deerly Bimue's doing 1] ; Men: in: their firſt deflexions- fromiwettue 
eldwe,Grey. Rk. Fe $8, are baſhful and ſhy ; out of regard to other-Mens opb 
Peccandi finem poſuit ſib,quando recepit nion,and tenderneſs of their own honour tbey.afe afraid, 
Ejettum ſemel attrita de fre raborem - or aſhamed to tranſgreſs' plain rules of duty!i;.'butin 
Juv. Sat, 18. age hot : EY 9444s 

4 dntey Same mh 92s 296% 1 proceſs this diſpoſition weareth out ; by little and; little 
Ezck. 2.4 they arrive to that charaQter of the degenerate Jews, whom the Prophets 
ifs. a8. 4, Call :zmpaaent children, having a brow of braſs, and faces harder than s rock-; 
Jer. 5: 3+... 40 that theyicommit lin. with open face, and in broad day, without any 
Prov. 244:29% nask, without a bluſh-; they deſpiſe their 0wn;reputation;: and defy' all 
... cenſure of others ; they outface and; outbrave' the: World, -till- at! lengri 

_ - with prodigious infolence they come to boaſt of wickedneſs, and: gior i 

Phil. 3- 15- their ſhame, as an inſtance, of high courage, and: ſpecial gallantry. *"* 
Conſcience; is-a check to beginners /ia (in, reclainiing them from it, a0d 

rating them for it 3 but this in long ſtanders becometh. uſeleſs; /either tail 

4, 94 444: Ing todiſcharge us office, or aſſaying it to.no:purpos 

Yuxid mt d paptas pupigy ny Daving often been flighted, it will be weary of chiding5 


pay NE A . or" if it be not wholly dumb; we ſhall: be deaf to y" 
Gerrifion 4 n1o kan ar reproof : As thoſe: who live by cataracts or down 
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«hard and ſtony, the neck ſtiffand brawny ; (az iron ſizew, as the Pro- hz. 
tt termeth it) ſo that they do not feel or reſent any thing ; but are like RP": 5: 29) 
thoſe of whom St. Pa«/ ſpeaketh 5 Gimves dA: Who being p aſt fee ling a, 48. 4. 
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-f Water: are by continual noiſe fo deafened as not to hear or mind it, fo 

ll wein time grow ſenſeleſs, not regarding the loudeſt Peals and Rat- 

 fngs of our conſcience. 

- The Heart of a raw Novice in impiety is ſomewhat tender and ſoft, fo (zz. >. 4. 


that remorſe can pierce and ſting it ; his neck is yeilding and ſenſible, fo 3: 7: 


 tatthe yoke of {in doth gall it ; but in ſtout Proficients the heart becom- N& »- 29- 


2 Chron. 36. 


Quo quis pejus 


4 forfow or ſmart, have gives themſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to work ſe habet, minus 
ancleanneſs with greedineſs. ſentit, Sen. Ep. 


n 2 R . 53. Eph.4-19. 
* When firſt we nibble at the Bait, or enter into bad courſes, our reaſon ate 


{conteſt and remonſtrate againſt it, faithfully repreſenting to us the 


filly, the uglineſs,' the baſeneſs, the manifold ml conſequences of finning ; 
at that by continuanceis muffled fo as not to diſcern, or muzled fo as not 
declare ; yea, often is ſo debauched as to excuſe, to avow and main- 


win, yea, to applaud and extol our miſcarriages. 


Fora time a Man retaineth ſome courage, and a hope that he may re- 
{op progreſs in fin difpiriteth and caſteth into deſpair ; whether 


be placable, whether himſelf be corrigible; an apprehenſion con- 
zming the length of the way, or the difficulty of the work diſcourageth, 
nddeſpondency rendreth him heartleſs and careleſs to attempt it. There 


$70. Man that hath heard of God, who hath not at firſt ſome dread of 


cnding him, and ſome difſatisfaQtion 1n cranſgrefſing his will ; it ap- 
maring to his mind (not yer utterly blinded and depraved) a deſperate 
- wag) his irreſiſtible Power,anabfurd thing to thwart his infallible 
Wi 


Vikdom, a dereſtable thing to abuſe his:immenſe' Goodneſs ; but obftina- 


gin fin doth quaſh this conſcientious awe ; ſo that at length God # ot pg. ro. 4. 
Wall bis thoughts, the fear of God is not _— his eyes ; The Wrath of the 36: :. | 
nighty ſeemerh a Bugbear, the fierceft menaces of Religion ſound but 

Rattles to him. 315 | 

-Asfor the gentle Whiſpers and Touches of Divine Grace, the monitory 
Iipenfations of Providence, the good advices and wholſome reproofs of 

[Fends, with the like means of reclaiming finners ; theſe to Perſons 

led on heir lees, or fixed in bad cuſtome, are but as guſts of Wind jer. 48. 11. 
ſhin an-old Oak, or as Waves daſhing on a Rock, without at all Zeph. :. 12. 
Wunp or irring it. 

Now when any Perſon is come to this paſs, it muſt be hugely difficule 

breduce him ; to retrieve a defloured Modeſty, to quicken a jaded Con- 

kince, to ſupple a callous Heart, to reſettle a baffled Reaſon, to rear a 

befied Courage, to recover a Soul miſerably benummed and broken, 

wits former vigour and integrity, can be no cafie matter. 

The difeaſes of our Soul no leſs than thoie of our Body, when once 

Uley are inveterate, they are become more incurable ; | 

longer we forbear to ap ly due remedy, the more fruſtra medicina paratur, 
Witheir cure will prove; if we let them proceed far, ©n mals per longs invaluere morar. 
Raſt Ger we can be rid of them, undergo a courſe «<p, 20 69.5; wi tolfrar rae, 
Pyſick very tedious and offenſive to us ; many a » acgnicar apuydr) acgfamoar 
Wh Purge, many a ſore Phlebotomy, many an irk- 4/4646. Greg, Naz. Ort. 26. 


bye fivear we muſt endure. Yea farther, SLE 


$4 


's. We may confider, that by delaying to amend, to do it may become 


Ute impoſſible ; it may be ſo in the nature of the thing, it may be fo by 
E will of God : The thing may become naturally. impoſſible ; for vice 
Ah by 
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by cuſtom may paſs into nature, and prove fo congeneal, as/\if..it were MW! 
born with us ; ſo that we ſhall propend to it as a ſtone falleth down, oe WM 
asa ſpark flieth upward : By ſoaking in Voluptuoulngs : 

E @eiolty 61s peerimy CATETOV TES AA we may be {o transformed into Brutes, by ſleeping ay ; 
Ov | ary brogpe eng malice ſo converted into Fiends, that we neceſſarily 
Coia. CiiryLin Babyl, Orab, 8. ſhall a&t like creatures of that kind, into which weare 

| degenerated ; and then in no-wiſe without a downrighe - 

Prov. 6. 9 Miracle are we' capable of being reformed. How long, ſaith Solomon, wie 
thou ſleep, O Sluggard, when nilt thou ariſe out of thy ſleep? We'may' be , 

often called on, and tis not eafie to awaken us, when we are got into'a- 

Eph. 2..1. ſpiritual ſlumber ; but when we are, dead i rreſpaſſe «nd ſins, 1 thatall 
Apoc. 3-1 breath of holy affeQion is ſtopt, and no ſpiritual pulſe from our heart doth” 
Tim. $-%- appear ; that all ſenſe of duty is loſt, all appetite to good doth fail, ns. 
{trength or activity to movein a good courſe doth exert it {elf; that 'oup - 

good complexion is diſſolved, and all our finer ſpirits are diffipated ; thax.. 

our mind is quite crazed, and all its Powers are {hattered or ſpoiled; when * 

thus, I ſay, we are ſpiritually dead, how can we raiſe our ſelves, what 

Frangss citiys beneath omnipotency can effect it ? as a ſtick, when once *tis dry and ſift, 
quam corrigss you may break it, but you can never bend it into a ſtreighter poſture, { 
9mm. Joth the Man become incorrigible, who is ſettled and ſtiffned: in- vice. - 
Quintil. 1. 3 The ſtain of habitual ſin may ſink in fo deep, and ſo throughly tinQure- 

all our Soul, that we may be like thoſe People, of whom the Propher faith, 

Jer. 13. 23- Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpots ! then may ye do, © 

good, that are accuſtomed to doe evil : Such an impoſſibility may ariſe from - 
nature ; one greater and more inſuperable may come from God. |. 

To an efteCtual repentance the ſuccour of divine grace is neceſſary; 

John. 3. 8+ but that is arbitrarily diſpenſed ; he ſpirzt bloweth where it lifteth, yer it” | 

lifteth wiſely, with regard both.tothe paſt behaviour, and preſent caps 

cities of Men ; fo that to ſuch who have abuſed it, and to ſuch whowill | 

not treat it well, it ſhall not be imparted : And can we be well- aſſured, - 

can we reaſonably hope, that after we by our preſumptuous delays have” 

put off God and dallied with his grace ; after that he long in vain hath * 

waited to be gracious: after that he hath endured: ſo many negleQs,- and. 

{o many repulſes from us ; after that we frequently have flighted his open” 

invitations, and ſmothered his kindly motions in us; in ſhort,after we io” 

 unworthily have miſuſed his goodneſs and patience, that he farther wil” 

vouchſate his grace to us? when we have forfeited it, when we law * 

rejected it, when we have ſpurned and driven it away, - can we hopeto: 

recover it ? 7 

Hed, 10 29 There isa time, a ſeaſon, a day allotted to us; our dey it is termed, 4 
Hev.5.4., Aay of ſaluation, the ſeaſon of our viſitation, an acceptable time; wherei © 
Luke 19- 42, God freely doth exhibit grace, and preſenteth his mercy to us; if welt. 
+46. 2 this day flip,the night cometh when no man can work ; when the things lelon; 
Heb. 3-13- £ing £0 Oar peace will be hidden from onr eyes ; when (as the Prophet exp >< 
ont av ſeth it) we ſhall grope for the wall like the blind, and ſtumble at n00u au) # 
iſa, 5g. to. in the night, and be in acſolate places as dead men ; after that day 1s pot 

and that comfortable light is ſet, a diſmal night of darkneſs, of cold, 


v0 


4 
i... iſconſolateneſs will ſucceed ; when God being weary of bearing. with 
Mal. 2: 15. Men doth utterly deſert chem,and delivererh then over to 4 reprobate mind; 
K.1-14- 7-13: when ſubtraCing his gratious direCtion and aſſiſtence, he givers them 0uer: 
26, 38, © to their owa hearts luſts, and to walk in their own counſels ; when they a6 


Pial.81-12. brought to complain with thoſe in the Prophet, O Lord, why haſt thou made 


Ie 63-17: 6.40 err from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear ? when like, 


Pharaoh 
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ah they ſurvive only as objefts of God's juſtice, ,or occaſions to, glo- 
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Menable vs to perform thoſe conditions of bewailin 
Wgthem ? have. we not cauſe rather to fear that he will. chaſtiſe our 
Wnpcion by with-bolding his Grace ? for although God failech not ro 
Wrompetent aids to Perſons who have not deſpiſed bis Sarde and long- rom. 2: 4. 
"I ully or wantonly - - + 


lag that teade h them to repentance; yet he that wil 
Rhaway the time, and ſquandereth the means allowed him ; wha 
Wethto come wheg God calleth, Va woeth and courteth him to. re- 
ance, how-can he pretend to find ſuch favour ? Te ts 
Memaght add, chat wppaling God in ſuperabundance of ergy might 
Wiiuined never to with-hold his grace , yer ſceing | tus grace doth not 

Lby ircefiftible compulling.; | OR the worle qualificd we are, the 

apr we- ſhall be ro croſs and detear its' operation ; ſeeing thar we 
othope'that hereafter we ſhall be more fit than now to Sup with 
FIateng we may befure, that after our hearts are hardned by per- 
.. def | ſeverance 


acc 


DL —— 


- The danger and miſchief of delaying Repentance. | 


PEE 


| — 


| ſeverance in fin, we ſhall be more indiſpoſed thereto ;, we by elay ot 
pentance do not caly, venture the forfeiture of divine ur. 
ger of abuſing 1 it, W hich heinouſly” will aggravate our guilt, ? , u «5; 


augment ou rpearear * 
7e ſhould do well ha moſt ſcrioully, to regard the ApolBIide 34 

monition; Exhort. one. another to aa) 1, while it is calle 0 4a), Yeſt am of... 

be hardened by the deceitfulneſi of fin ; Now that we Gad.cur f ie CN 

to repent, now that .we apprehend d fo much reaſon for it ; wn at ws 

feel our hearts ſomewhat enclined thereto; t now, is we hang UNE in Ons 

hands, and are not | barr'd from. hopes, of. mercy; no 

tremely difficult, 0 r not SHOE mpg Gb, ls Is 

pn the occaſion, tt. us Tpeedi ly and, arpl 

Fart er yet, -. 

"6. W. ſhould contidet, that \ wewre (mortal, Ry ha and wY 
deſigns of future reformation may FUE off, or intercepted by death. 
which is always creeping toward Ny an may for all we cant ellbs "TI" 
near at hand. You: fay you will re T Pi to morrow, 3 but are y ou ſh hs 1] 
ſhall have a morrow bo repeat in? haye you an, hour in Your, as 7 

one rrunute at your diſpoſal? have you a leaſe to ſhaw 

[pÞ Pritententn johns, ye for any term, of life; can you claim or reckon upanthy 
$n Evang* Hom, IX. ? 'S "leaſt p ortion of time without his leave, who b eltowerh 

| life, ar nd. ealeth out time, and ordereth all ny + 
Job r2. 10. pleaſeth? Can you; any W e delcry the juſt meaſure of your dns, "Yr the © 
PLL age. ; | ha of our appointed time Without a ſpecial AER th bim,. is 
90. 12... whoſe hands « your breath ; and with whom alone the number of 
Dat, 5-234 i iſtred? Frag Fe bo thy ſelf of to morrow, for. thou knoweſt vat what 

V. 27. I Re 4 

*Oux olfugn ay DY1n {or ck Lot boaſt not of it, that is, da.not. pre. 
Tier 1 6 tend it tobe at «hy Abo l, preſume not upon any thing that may cal 
_ Wa therein ; for whil ou ptef umeſt thereon may it not be ſajd unto thee, 
a wicd. ASTO the rich Projet our if the Go LA * Thos fool, this night ſþ 
Baſ. M. exh. þ, required of thee. Doth not, kc uding hidden decrees, c 


VT ay GAL 
ad Bapt. 


* Luke 12, 10, Nang upon a thread very Jendery nd frail? is it not ſubjet to &--- a 
eaſes lurking within, and to a thouſand accidents flying about us?. 10W 
many, that might have promiſed Miernſelves as fair 1 as we cal, have.” 
been unexpeCtedly ſnapt away : ' How many bave been cropt inthe flow: 
er of their age and vigour of their ſtrength ? Doth not every day preſent 
experiments of ſudden death ? Do we not continually ſee that obſervation. 
of the Preacher verified, Man knoweth not bis time ; as the fiſhes. that wt. 

Eccles 9.12: pakey #33 an evil net, and a the birds are caught i in the "ſnare, ſo are the ſons of 

men ſnared in an evil time, when it cometh. ſuddenly upon © 
T4 ae drvgam a ot page them? Old men are ready to drop of themſelyes, and 
wategs, up ig WPI HEY young men are eafily bruſhed or ſhaken down the ot" 

METEPONONS) | HOLE 

"OndIW\Q- TE &+ on as 56 Bis mer vibbly ſtand upon the brink of Eternity, the latter 
Ver, 25e. ja gm gy ha walk upon a bottomleſs Quag, into which. UnaWares : 
COrIve "MIO they may {lump ; who then can anywile be {eeure 47 7 

We are all therefore highly concerned to. uſe; Le ie, 
while we have it ; to catch the firſt opportunity, . leſt all opportunity 19h: jt 
fake us ; to cut off our ſinning, left, our ſ{clves_ be cut off before 1h; ame 
that the rather, becauſe by laviſhing, or miſemploying our, preler v0t LING 
we may loſe the furare, provoking God to bereaye us of it 3 oy: | 
longarion of time” is2. Teward of Picty ; as to EFaKAO %y 

Prov. 4; Mandments it Is promiſe ed, Length of days, and long life, and 
be added apo thee; To being immaturely ſnatched hence, Is the pi 
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awarded to impious praftice ;fo itis threatned that Evil m6 ſhall be cut off; Pial. 37- 

at Wopdy and deceitful men ſhall not live out half” their days ; that God will Pat oy 
nd the head Of his enemies, and the hairy ſcalp 0 F ras an one 4s goeth on 

&6ix his wickedneſs: the very being unmindful of their duty is the cauſe, 

men are thus ſurpriſed ; for, If, faith God, thou doſt not watch, I Rev. 3. 2 
Lf come pon thee as a thief, and thou ſhalt not know when I come upon thee. 16. 5. : 
ad if (faith 'our Lord) that ſervant doth: ſay in his heart, my Lerd delay- © | 

vis coming; 8c. The Lord'of that ſervant will come in a day, when he look- -"5y OY 

FT") for him, \'&C. | | | | , | NET? 

Eifthen it be certain, that we muſt render a ftrict accompt ' of all our 

Sings here 3 if by reaſon of our frail nature and ſlippery tate, it -be un- 

nin when we ſhall be ſummoned thereto; if our negligence may a- 

oe and accelerate the-term; is it not vety reaſonable to obſerve thoie 

Kiices of our Lord ; Watch, for ye do zot-kuow the day,nor the hour, when. 
hf of man cometh ; Take heed to your ſelves, leſt at ay" time your heart be 24, 42. 

orbarged with ſarfeiting and drankenneſs, and cares of this life, and. ſo yi et ig 

hay come #pon you unawares - Let your loins be girded abont, and your ;,, © 72 

nt barning, and ye yoar ſelves like men, that wait for your Lord; And to 


5.65 
es 


2the counſel of the Wiſe-man, Make no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, £11 - 
What vt of from day to day ; for ſuddenly ſhall ' the wrath of the Lord come 

Wh, and in thy ſecarity ſhalt thou be deſtroyed, and periſh in the day of ven- 
ETheſe conſiderations plainly do ſhew how very fooliſh, how extreme- 
Ednperous and deſtruQiive the procraſtinating our reformation of life 


i there are ſome others of good moment, which we ſhall reſerve. 
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PS:AI, CXIX. 60. 
Wd made hate, and delayed not to keep thy Commandments. 
| \Þ eed to the Conſiderations which yet rerhain to be ſpoken toy f 45 
q 1. We may conſider the cauſes of delay in this caſe (asin all caſes 
2 moment) to be bad and unworthy of a Man : What can they 
Mt either ſtupidity, that we do not apprehend the.importance of the 
ws; or1mprovidence that we do not attend to the dariger of perfiſting 
£21 30r negligence that we do not mind our-concerriments ; or {oth that 
p | Z 2 keepeth 
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. apias oc}- keepeth us from rowfing and beſtirring our ſelves in- purſuance of 77” 

part re moarah expedient ; or faint-heartedneſs and cowardice, thay 
Coan,Simp!. : | | £96 PRE f: | ? all . C » Us 

' not attempt to croſs our appetite, or our fancy. ?. all which iſ 

are very baſe and ſhameful : It is the prerogative of humane nature tg 2 

ſagacious in eſtimating the worth, and proyident in orig the conſe. 

AE quences of things 3 wheteas. other creatures, by 1mpu & of ſence, "Y 

Cic. de leg. 1- onely fix their regard on preſent appearances ; which peculiar excellens | 

and _ 


* 


Cic. de oc. I: by ſtupidity and improvidence we torfeit, "degenerating into brutes; ar 
negligence of that, which we diſcern mainly to concern vs is a qual 
ſomewhat beneath thoſe, depreſſing us below beaſts, which cannce ts 
charged with ſuch a failt ; {loth is no leſs deſpicable, rendring a mans 
for nothing ; nor is there any thing commonly more reproachful than - 
watt ofcourage : ſo bad are the cauſes of delay. own, 

2. And the effets are noleſs unhappy,being diſappointment, damage, 
trouble and ſorrow : As expedition ( catching advantages and opnorn.. 
nities, keeping the ſpirit up in its heat and vigour, making forcible.im. 
prefſions where-ever it lighteth, driving on the current of ſucceſs) doth 

_ ſubdue buſineſs, and atchieve great exploits (as by -praQiiſing his Motta, 
wy Ye to defer nothing, Alexander did accompliſh thoſe mighty fears which make 

Succeſſusurgere ſych a clatter in ſtory ; and Ceſar more by the rapid quickneſs and for. 

ſux, inflare; yvrardnefs of undertaking, than by the greatneſs of courage, and-$kilful. 

conduQ, did work out thoſe enterpriſes, which purchaſed-ty 
his Name fo much glory and renown) ſo delay and 

Pleriſueinrebil tardits @ procratli- {Jowneſs do fpoil all buſineſs, do keep off ſucceſs. at 
oath cies POD. diſtance from us, thereby opportunity is loſt, and ad- 
At d Ergo Erle 4 T1 m6 Lemay es 0 _ our bs _ lag pr enter : 
Ages. Hel. | TY pirit languiſheth ; our endeayours ſtrike faintly, and. 
Fig anpwh om Cine: 2 wn are eaſily repelled ; whence diſappointment ocakiy? 
a 4. doth ſpnng, attended with vexation. _ 

3- Again, we my conſider; that to ſet upon our duty is a'great fb 
toward the perforffiaace of it; if we can reſolve well; and a little puſh 

forward, we are.in a fair way to diſpatch; to bis 

Dimidium fafti od. copir dobet, (they lay) is to. have half oo ; to ſet "_ is a good 

Loy dofu} BN md nodvuan, PArt Of the journey ; to riſe betimes, is_oftner harder; 

Os. how ind BIT 5h, 'Z than to doe all the do's work ; entring the Town, 8. 

Fe Irv pod ig Amoſt the ſame with taking it; it is fo in all bulinely: 

$f axyreer of Jade + wemroias. lb. 1K 18 chiefly ſo in moral praCtice : For if we cali fin [i 

p79. | our hearts to take our leave of ſin, if we candiſenpape 

; Honeſtar, que principio anxia batetr, our ſelves from the witcheries of preſent  allurement; 
ab cntigert, vlapeatt laurieque babe p76 can but get over the threſhold, of vertuous ce. 
| verſation, we ſhall find the reft beyond expeGation | 
ſmooth and expedite ; we 1hall diſcover ſuch beauty in vertue, we ſhall | 

_ ſo much ſweetneſs in obedience as greatly will encourage us to proceed 

tnerein, WT 

4. Again, we may conſider, that our time it ſelf is a gift, or a: talent” 
committed to us, forthe improvement whereof we are reſponſible noles: 
than for our Wealth, our Power, our Credit, our Parts, and other 1uch | 
advantages, Wherewith for the ferving of God, and furthering our-0m. 

IH {alvation we are 1aftrulted : To redeem the tee is a Precept ; an ofall P # 

l.4-5- Cepts the molt neceflary to be obſerved, for that withour redeeming Wn 
is embracing and well employing,) time we can do nothing well jf0 $998. 
attion can be performed, no good:reward can be procured by us : Wi 
may we be adviſed to take our beſt care in husbauding it, '(rerhng juſtly | 
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"things it may be reckoned moft pretious ; its ptice being ineftimable, Nownnice- 
ad its loſs irreparable 3 for all the World cannot purcliaſe one Moment of ” ©: 
x more than is allowed us, neither can it, when once gone, by any means 
terecovered : So much indeed as we fave thereof, ſo much, we preſerve 
[Four ſelves; and fo faras we lofe it, fo far in effeQ we ſlay our ſelves, 
deptive our {clves of life ; yea by miſpending it we do worſe than ſo; 
&r adead ſleep, or a ceffation from being, is not fo bad as doing ill ; all 
tat while we live backward, or decline toward a ftate miuch worſe than 
abilation it ſelf, Farther 

5. Conſider, that of all time the preſent is ever the beſt for the purpoſe 


re BEERS EC dr on Fn te Eh. 
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i 


amending our life : Tt is the onely ſure time, that which we have in 99i4 me 
22.38 : | . - ; 4 = £1 oy” F Ventura ſunt 
ar hands, and may call our own ; whereas the paſt time is irrevocably is incertajacert, 


woe from! us'; and the future may never come to us : It is abſolutely (rec- (hayp Ws 
ipoing from our becoming ſenſible of things, and accomptable for our gx 
4ions) the beſt, as to our capacity of improving it ; | 

+ Optima qnaque dies miſeris mortalibus 2vi | Verg. Georg. 3; 
4 Prims fogte. \ 

Qurbeſt days do firſt paſs away, was truly ſaid ; the nearer to its ſource 

grlifc is, the purer it is from ſtain, the freer from clogs, the more ſuſ- 

# 


ative of good impreſſions, the more vivid and brisk in its aCtivity ; 

te farther we goon, eſpecially in a bad courſe, the nearer we verge to 

tedregs of our life ; the more dry, the more ſtiff, the more ſluggiſh we 

wow," delay therefore doth ever ſteal away- the flower of our age, lea- 

n gus the bran and refuſe thereof. Again, | 

6 If at any time we do refle& upon the time that hath already lip tors ge 

bg OS | a eſt tra 
wm unproficably from us, it will ſcem more than enough, and (if WE ftine, vive | 
malider well) it will be grievous to us to loſe more; the morrow will #tie. 

kn too late to commence a good life ; «exrts > mywanwIus xe et The time RE K® 
Wo oor /ife ({airh St, Peter) may ſaffice us to have wroaght the will of the 

Giles, or to have continued in il] courſes ; more indeed it might than 

Whcez it ſhould be abundantly too much to have.imbezilled ſo large a 
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Jnion-of our pretious and irreparable time : After we have ſlept in neg- 
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 ofour duty, Jexivring2ider, it is (as St. Paul faith) wow bigh time to 39m: 13. 11, 
We, unto a vigilant obſervance thereof : this we ſhall the rather doe, 
oonfider, that 7 
£2. Forill living now we ſhall come hereafter to be ſorry, if not with 
Wolſome contrition, yet with a painful regret ; we 1hall certainly one 
Wtepent, if not of our ſin, yet of our {inning ; if not ſo as to correft 
ihe future, yet ſo as to.condemn our ſelves for what is paſt : the con- 
Wrtion-of our having facrilegiouſly robb'd our Maker of the time due 
Wsfervice; of our having injuriouſly defrauded our ſouls of the oppor- 
Wkics granted to ſecure their welfare ; of our having profuſely cat a- 
Kiyour hoſt pretious hours of life upon vanity and folly, will ſome- 
Werwitch 65 Par There is no man who doth not with a ſorrowful 
Mwview anall-paſt life ; who would not gladly recal his miſpent time ; 
nil preteritos | O that God would my paſt years. to me, is 
Myfuch Man's Prayer, although it never was heard, never -could be 
litd-unto any. And what is more inconſiſtent with wiſdom, 'than 


wipe our ſelves upon making ſuch incffeftual and fruitlels wiſhes? 

Mat isrmore diſagreeable to reaſon, than to do that, far which we muſt 
mh cod toconfels and call our ſelves fools? What Man of ſfenle for a 
"* Woftranſitory Pleaſure, for a puff of vain repute, for a few {craps of 
In ue 'Felf would plnoge kenaGelf into ſuch a gulf of anguiſhb'? - '; | : -—-f 
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8. On the contrary, if laying hold 'on: occaſion ye 
Tie ſpit quiſps, Poſthume, vixit her ſet our ſelves to .do- well, reflexion thereon will: vw + 
Nart- 5. 60- great fatisfaCtion and pleaſure to us ; we ſhall berutuy 


- that wehave done, and that our taskis over; weh bi 
Ampliat etatis ſpatium ſibi vir bonus;hoc enjoy our former life ; Our time which'is ſo-paſt with 
> his. u3ta golſe priore frag I Þ© Joſt untous; but rather it will be-moſt; fects. 
Vroere bis, vita poſſe Shs io. 23. Ours, laid up beyond the reach of danger, in'ths x 
ſitory of a good conſcience.  : "1 

Rom . 2- . 9. Again, all our time of continuance in fin we do 7reaſare. up pgs, 
or accumulate guilt; and the larger our guilt is, the forer muſt beourre. - 
entance ; . the more bitter the ſorrow, the more low the humbling, 6. 
more earneſt the deprecation requiſite to obtain pardon : | the: broader ana - 


19% 
< 's. 
$6 


Y 4; \ > SI” 
Z Ws 7 ', __ 


. 


Quam magna 
- deliquimus, 


tam granditer deeper the ſtain is, the more waſhing is needful to ger it but; if we ſly. 
all be no fit objec - 


defleamus, Ofc. 


rr de Lap, auch and long, we muſt grieve an{werably, or we 
OY, $s 


of mercy. | T8 ci oarhs; 1 
IO. And whenever the fin is pardoned, yet indelible marks and mony. 
ments thereof will abide. We ſhall eternally be oblk. 

7 4omi, culpa perennis_erit- ged to Cry peceavi 3 although the puniſhment” mayiks 
i: 0:4 on eden Wd apmu. FEDITted, the deſert of-it cannot: be removed ; a ſtar 
— FI 3 ary» from it will tick in our fleſh ; which ever will defory_ 
xexwe1 for £uapmuudTey 5x avi 1s; a tang of it will ſtay in our memory, which git 
Cer pg me) Tlavag. Chryl. Tom 8. "T8 . ; 2 OL 
> 97. ways will be diſguſtful ; we ſhall never refle& ono 
miſcarriages without ſome confuſion -and horrourvig.. 

ceſſantly we ſhall be liable to that queſtion of St. Paul, What \fruithids 

Rom. 6. 1 Of thoſe things, whereof ye are now aſhamed? 11 therefore we coulditealon- 
able preſume, yea if we could certainly foreſee,” that we ſhould: hereafter 

in time repent, yet it were unadviſable to perſift in fin, ſeeing/ 1t/beinp - 

once committed, can never be-reverſed; never expunged fron the'reays - 

fters of time, never daſhed out from the tables of our:mind and memory; - 

but will perpetually reſt as matter of doleful conſideration, and of trapieal 

Exck. 16. 61. {tory to us. They ſhalt thou remember thy ways, and be aſhamed' "Thutthov - 
Ezck. 16. 63. 93435t remember and be confounded, and never open thy moath: any more"beriuſy - 
of thy ſhame, when I am pacified' toward thee for: all that thou haſt 'dowe;\ſanh- 

Ezck. 36. 31. the Lord God :. Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and; your doines- 
20. 432 that were not good, and ſhall loath your ſelves in your own ſight, for your wnls | 
quities,' 'and for your abominations, Jar 191 Bid Hao 
I1. Again, ſo much time as we ſpend in diſobedience, ſo mudvotrs 
ward we do forfeit ; for commenſurate to our works ſhall our rewards bep” 
the fewer our good works are in the courſe of our preſent life, :the'fmaller” 
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ſhall:be: the meaſures: of joy, of glory, of felicity:difpenſed to:us'hetes | 
after; the . later conſequently we: repent, the leſs we ſhall be: haj pſ2 

x Cor. 15. 41. One ſtar (laith the Apoſtle) differeth from another in glory ; cand>01 ail | 
{tars, thofe in the celeſtial ſphere will ſhine brighteſt, who:didi Joon\me- 

Here,” and continued long by the luſtre of their good works to glarifyithew 

Prov. 1, x8, avenly Father ; for the path of the juſt is a the | ſhining light, that "ju" 
meth. more and more unto the perfett day. ' While: therefore we let our” 

tereſt lie dead by lingring, orrun behind by ſinfub praftice, we: arevaly 

bad husbands for our ſoul ; our ſpiritual eſtate doth thereby. hugely: lunety” 

every minute contraQteth a damage that runneth through millions of;age#! 

and which therefore will amount to. an immenſe /ſum : And who! 1onalr” 

the pleaſures here would forego one degree of bliſsful joy hereafter ; Wild" 

for all earthly ſplendours would exchange one. ſpark of celeſtial” gloty} 


whofor all the treaſures below would let ſlip oge gem'out of his heaven” 
Ip crewn ? | 12, Fat 


IS 

AB 

<> L 
IF} 


Tm. XVII. The danger and miſchief of delaying Repentance. 1775 


—— — 


" Wis. Farther, let uscoofider that whatever our age, whatever our con- 
- Wkioaor caſe be, the advice not to procraſtinate our obedience is very ſu- 


gx abou-young ? then 1t. is moſt proper to enter updn living well. For 51% pas 
bn Wi wth t, we thould be put ia right way 5 ris wokegi to be * tm ” 

\'\ e {h u beg] ta ule our reaſon well ; life and: vertug ſhould: be Marr. 8. 44. 
$:44 ftandirig ; what is more ugly-than a Child; 'that hath Jearnt 
having learnt to do-itl-; than naughtineſs {pringing up in thatftate of 
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ging. imbued with yertue ; then 
* -16-as-eafily tq-be moulded. in- 
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$ outlo carly, in the, very morning of our age, without muck'ſfirain- 
Marching on ſoftly and tauly, we may go through our journey. to. 
KeaQions then are the firſt fruits, of our ie which chereſor ard fi 
"9x lacrifices to our Maker ; which if we do withdraw; we als | 
Ys, IvFE 
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| havenothing left ſo worthy or acceptable to  TEIEeT bh 
ſeemly ys. him the dregs and” refuſe 'of our age ;*f I” 


aſhamed to bri a Crazy temper of body and ſc ſoul, dry LE L Sand ee X 


ed ſenſes ; a dull fancy, 'a treachefous memory,-z tag 7p: 
him ? ſhall we then when we are'fit for little'b > Ub 
vice? with our decrepit limbs and waſted ſiren 
toren the ways of bis communaments? - 3s 

As it is uncomfortable to think of being moni etc uf 
is almoſt-gone ; ſo it is to become thrifty a our fs, mana 


: 
;, 


the bottom. Aw in? mudyur3 geo 7 EBT BR w 


If we keep innocency, ſpend our youth well, t will' 


ſible comfort to us; it will ſave us much' ſorrow, it wilt nre jel it” od 
Pla. 37. 38. inconveniences tous :-If we have ſpent i it ill; it will- yeild1 us oh "T ut - 
pleaſure, it will coft us much pains; we ſhall be forced' fadly ro Bewin 
our folly and vanity therein'y it wilt be bitter to ſee; that' We mii NI by 
our former life, and undoe all we have done; that we muſt 6 nous 4 
the Principles we have avowed; we muſt root out the habits ve tare pla "i 


ted, we mult forſake the Paths which we have beaten and'{o long'ty 


in, if ever we will be happy ; it will be grievous to us, when” « Ni re 


© 4 


pr. 25 5, With penitential regret to deprocate, Loyd remeniber 10t rhe fine of uy yi 


Job 20. 1n. ſhall feel ſore pain, when our boxes are full of the fins of Ony + 


13-26 We Comeropoſſeſs the iniquities thereof, peo n, a [ 
Lam. 3. 27- It 7s therefore good (as the Prophet faith) | t F 4 
15.9 Bm 


Fingit equum tenera docilem cervice Ma- 


Cite bear the yoke in 


o#th, when his neck is te hider 3 it 


Tre viam, quam monſtrat eques,—-Hor. excellent advice which the Preacher grveth, Remenbs) 

Ep. 12. 1. thy Creator in the days of thy. 5outh, while thi wil th. 

come not, and the year's draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay. I have "0 "Is : 
bo 


them. 
aL.  Arifotle ſaith, that young men are not fit be, 


Tic man naite in ow Sn O- dxeger . oral doftrine \, becauſe (faith he) they are unexhtritn | 


mis 3 16O-* dug 38 W8' + Bier cel 26 affairs of life; and becauſe they are apt 107 toy th 


wer * im mis myo damnenm poſfons, which indiſpoſe oſe to hear 'with fyuit 'or profit *"bi 


X05 Vs parmius Extoyrat Fo e well 
pamaies y areas pi conclufion isfalle, and his reaſons may be v 


ed againft him ; for- becauſe young men want experience, thereſdte'Þ 
there no bad prejudice,no contrary habit to obſtruCt their embfacing ſound. 


doArine ; becauſe their paſſions are vehement' and frog,” thetefort 
ing r ightly ordered, and ſet upon good objeQts they with'grear'Þ 


carry them to vertuous praftice; that' indeed is the beſt t th meto' repuls m s 


and tame Paſſions; as Horſes muſt be broken when 


muſt be made when they are Whelps, elſ& they will never be bioighi i | 
any thing, The Poertherefore adviſed better than the Philoſopher”, ; _ 


Hor, Ep. 1. 2. ? '—7nuxc adbibe puro 


4 


Petfore verbs puer, nunc te melioribus offer ; | 042; 8p oi # 


Eph. 6. 4 3d St. Paul plainly doth confute him, when he bidderh Parentst0 cd 
their children in the nurture and admonition of theT.ord ; when! he wg 


Tit. 2. 6 Titge, that he exhort young men to be ſober-minded ;' when he $0 mme 


2 Tim. 2. oy 


2 Tim. 2. 15. 4 #mothy, for that he had va" Grips from his infancy known the Hol _ 
Plal.119: 9. Fares ; ; So doth the P/a/miſt, when he ſaith, Wherewith pad £0 ern] } 


F 


cleanſe his way ? by taking heed according to thy word. And Solomon, 
Prov. 1. 44 Clareth that his moral Precepts did ſerve & ive ſabrilty to' the: fon le, (9m 
Prov.22. 6,1 5..J0# ” man knowleage and diſcretion ; when be biddeth. us to, train yo: þ Caen 
© in theway he brat, 0; St. Peter dothi intimate the ſame,” wh&hhe bidet 

r Pet. 2+ 2 us," «6 new born babs ro deſire the ſincere milk of the word; and "ours; 
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hen he ſaid, Suffer little children to come unto me, for of ſuch is the king- wk. 18. 16, 
em of God ; that is, the more Simplicity. and Innocence a Man is endued 

ith, the more apt -he is to embrace and comply with the Evangelical 

Tarine : Ariſtotle therefore was out, when he would' exclude young 

Men from the Schools of Vertue. It is obſervable that he- contradieth 

Taſelf ; for Ov warpor Napipe mw Srws I STws, cv; Gt view 89iZecdets, dna Elbe 2: 2- 
To, 37\av IE T0 av. It is (faith he) of no ſmall concernment to be 

ow yout accuſtomed thus or thus ; yea, tis very much, or rather all : And how 

all a young Man be accuſtomed to do well, if he be not allowed to learn 


} 4 2s 


"at is to be done 2 


< 


MM. 


Again, are wc old? it is then high time to begin; we have then leſ 
me to ſpare from our . moſt important Bufinels ; we ſtand then in moſt 
imminent Danger, upon the Edge of Perdition, and ſhould therefore be 
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FT, 
pble to skip out thence ; our Forces being diminiſhed, our Quickneſs 


b 


FS « 


d induſtry ſhould be encreafed ; the later we ſet out, 
e more ſpeed it behoveth us to make. If we ſtay, 


Quod facere ſol:nt qui ſerius exeunt-— 
, O rg calcar adamus. Sen. Ep. 68.76, 19. 
> ſhall grow continually more indiſpoſed and unfit to ,2P9c. 3. 2. Emlex(ov nt agrae, & 
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we! J; it will be too late, when utter Decrepitneſs and ear 

Jotag e have ſeized upon us; and our Body doth ſurvive our Soul. When 
\ 


much of our 'Time, of our Parts, of our Strength are fled, we ſhould 

band the reſt to beſt advantage, and make the beſt fatisfattion we can 

no God, and unto our Souls with the Remainder. —10n 0:7:ma grandior ata _ 

This Age hath ſome peculiar Advantages, which we We fogtamur habit —— Orid. 
io x "as Fro of = Eolled H ul6 3 V*0Tu; MAS YH DEITENUVE 
ould embrace ; the Froth of Humours is then boiled 1,9, was rey d;gior, x =1d- 
a, the Fervours of Luſt are lacked, Paſſions are allayed, «ray yporrs ramps *H 5 mud Gr: 
apetites are flatted ; fo thar then Inclinations to fin are Tt #5 2de 2x0 waprer 7x67 2 
We 4 "8 E2X0Twv oppaiges \\uy@s, Tape xsTa TY 
to violent, nor doth the Enjoyment thereof ſo much og 5 jantay wavety dopardas 
11498 Chryſ. Tom 6, Orat. 38. 

Long Experience then hath diſcovered the Vanity of all Worldly things, 

ad the Miſchief of ill Courſes ; fo that we can then - hardly admire any 


lng, or be fond of enjoying what we have found unprofitable or hurt- 


ba 
£ 


\ 
0 


Ie isexcuſed ſrom Compliance with the Faſhions, and thence much 
fempted from Temptations of the World ; ſo that it may be good 
Maout Obſtacle or Oppoſition. 

©Itis proper thereto to be grave and ſerious, and conſequently to be 
Ktuous; tor Gravity without Vertue and Seriouſneſs about vain things 
Eridiculous, Op 
ENothing doth fo adorn this Age as Goodneſs, nothing doth ſo diſgrace 
Is Wickedneſs ; The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the 
Wof rightaeuſneſs; but it is a Mark of Infamy, if it be obſerved pro- 
ding in a courſe of Iniquity, it fGgnifieth that Experience hath not 1m- 
"ved it, it argueth incorrigible Folly , or rather incurable Madnels 
Krein, 


{There is indeed no Care, no Imployment proper for old Men but to 
; Wikpare for their Diſſolution ; to be bidding adieu to the World with its 
Ts WW Pomps and miſchievous Pleaſures ; to be packing up their Goods, to 
wo Walling their Accompts, to be fitting themſelves to abide in that State 

Which they are tumbling, to appear at that Bar, before which ſud- 


Prov. 16, 4r, 


is grievouſly battered and torn 
Ep. 19. 
Aa | Age, £19 
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; Age, ſtrive only ro die well, to . get fafe into the Harbour of ctengt 
Reſt. | 


178 


Do — 


In fine, Epicurus himſelf faid well, that no may is eþ 
"Our" Sug& _ Eary, ES —_ ther immature or over-ripe in regard to his ſouP's heat "_ | 
_—_ x v edver. Epic. 4 we can never ſet upon it too ſoon, we ſhould news? 
think it too late to begin; to live well is always the 
beſt thing we can do, and therefore we ſhould at any time endeayouy 
it ; there are common Reaſons for all Ages, there are ſpecial Reaſons for 
each Age, which moſt ſtrongly and molt clearly do urge it ; it is moſt ſeq. 
ſonable for young Men, it is molt neceſſary for old Men, it is moſt adviſahle 
* Quare ju- for all Men *. 


wventus, i1m0 
omnis etas (neque enim refFe voluntati ſerum eſt tempus ullum) totis mentibus huc tendamus, in boc elaboremys : flax 
Q& conſummare coutingat. Quint. 12. 1. 4 


Again, be our Condition what it will, this Advice is reaſonable: Are . 
we in Health 2 we owe God Thanks for that excellent Gift, and the beſt _ 
Gratitude we can expreſs is the improving it for his Service and to our own 
Good we ſhould not loſe the Advantage of a Seaſon fo fit for: our Ohe. 
dience and Repentance ; while the Forces of our Body and Mind are entire, 
while we are not diſcompoſed by Pain or Faintneſs, we ſhould {trivety 
diſpatch this needful Work, for which Infirmity may diſable us. 

Are we ſick 2 it is then time to conſider our Frailty, and the beſt ye 
can to obviate the worlt Conſequences thereof : It is then very fit, when 
we do feel the fad Effects of Sin, to endeavour the Prevention of worſe 
Miſchiefs that may follow ; it is ſeaſonable, when we lie under God's 
correcting Hand to ſubmit unto him, to deprecate his Wrath, to ſeek Re- 
conciliation with him by all kinds of Obedience ſutable to that State; with 
ſerious Reſolutions to amend hereafter, if it ſhall pleaſe God to reſtore us; 


it is moſt adviſeable, when we are in the Borders of Death, to provide for 


that State which lieth juſt beyond it. | 
Are we rich and proſperous? 'tis expedient then preſently. to amend, 
leſt our Wealth do ſoon corrupt us with Pride, with Luxury, with Sloth, 
Frov. 1, 32. With Stupidity ; leſt our Proſperity becometh an inevitable Snare, an it- 
recoverable Bane unto us. 
Are we poor or afflicted 2 'tis then alſo needful to repent quickly ; 
that we may have a comfortable Support for our Soul, and a certain Sue _ 
cour in our Dittreſs ; that we may get a Treaſure to ſupply our Want, a 
Joy to drown our Sorrow ; a Buoy to keep our Hearts from ſinking into 
Deſperation and Diſconſolateneſs. This Condition is a Medicine, which God 
adminiſtreth tor our Soul's Health ; if it do not work preſently fo as to do 
us good, it will prove both grievous and hurtful to us © 
x3. Laſlly, we may conlider, that abating all the rueful Conſequences of 
abiding in Sin, abſtraQting from the deſperate Hazards it expoſeth us to 1 
regard to the future Life, it is moſt reaſonable to abandon it, betaking our 
ſelves to a vertuous Courſe of Prattice. For Vertue in it ſelf is jar more 
eligible than Vice, to keep God's Commandments hath much greater Con- 
Bſt virtus nibil aliud guim in ſe per- VENIENCE than to break them; the Life of a good Man 
feta, ad ſummum perdutta narwra,Cic. in all conſiderable reſpets is highly to be preferred # 
"0 04g; F* bove the Life of a bad Man : for what is Vertue, but 4 
way of living that advanceth our Nature into a Similitude with Gods 
molt excellent and happy Nature ; that promoteth our true Benefit and It 
tereſt ; that procureth and preſerveth Health, Eaſe, Safety, Liberty, Peace, 
comfortable Subſiſtence, fair Repute, Tranquillity of Mind, all kinds of 


Convenience to us 2 to what Ends did our moſt benign and molt wiſe on 
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"IM n and: ſuit his Law, but to the'furthering our good, and -ſecuri 


f. FR doth atteſt'2 What is Vice but a ſort of practice which dens © 


= Neh. , 
th'and difparageth us, which plungeth us. into grievous Evils, which Rom. x 


Pal. 19. 9. 
I19 . 1075 


th Diſtemper of Body and. Soul, Diſtreſs of Fortune, Danger, 'Trou- 
Wcoach, Regret, and numberleſs Inconventencies upon us; which 


fir no other reaſon, than becabft it ' ſo hurteth and grieveth us, was by 

girJoving Creator interdifted to us? Vertue is molt noble and worthy, 
” lovely, moſt: profitable,” moſt pleaſant, moſt creditable z: Vice is moſt 
i hp baſe, ugly, hurtful, bitter, diſgraceful in its ſelf, ' and in its con- 


quences? If. we compare them together; we ſhall. find, that Vertue . 
jalways preſerve our Health, but Vice commonly doth impair it ; that 


: ſertue improveth our Eſtate, Vice waſteth it ; that Vertue adorneth our 
ke eputation, V 1ce blemiſheth 3 it ; that Vertue firengtheneth our parts, Vice 
weakencth ther - that Vertue maintaineth our Freedom, Vice enſlaveth us; 


ut Vertue keepeth our Mind in Order and Peace, Vice diſcompoſeth and 


| " quetetn vs - .Vertue breedeth SatisfaCtion and Joy, Vice ſpawneth Diſ- 


- 597k gtih of Confetence : To enter therefore -into a vertuous 
urſe 0 ife, #hat is it but to embrace Happineſs ; to continue in vicious 


ta; ice, what is it but to ſtick in Muſery ? 
| Byentring into good Life, we enter into the Favour and Friendſhip of 
fo, engaging his infinite Power and Wiſdom for our Protection, our 


Fecour, our DireRtion and Guidance ; enjoying the ſweet Effluxes of his 


and Bounty; wetherewith become Friends to the holy Angels, and 
Saints ; to all good Men, being united in a holy and happy Con- 


br onſhip of Judgment, of Charity, of Hope, of Devotion with them; we 


Jeome Friends to all the World, which we oblige by good Wiſhes, and 
mot! Deeds, and by the Influence of good Example : we become Friends 
our ſelves, whom we thereby enrich and adorn with the beſt Goods ; 
[hom we gratific ny gy with the choiceſt Delights : but perſiſting in 


$1, we'icontinue to affront, wrong, and diſpleaſe our Maker, to be difloy- 
Utowards our Soyereign Lord; to be ingrateful towards our chief Bene- 
[atour, to drfoblige the beſt Friend we have, to provoke a moſt juſt and 


"Ip to cope with Omnipotency, to contradict Infallibility, to - 


tafage F,Fhe, greatelt Patience, to abuſe immenſe Goodneſs : We thereby 


ge Enemies to all the World, to-God, whom we. injure . and difho+ 


<4 Ir; to the, Frignds of God, whom we deſert and oppoſe ; 'to\the Crea- 
s, which we4gbuſe to. our Pride, Luſt-and Vanity ; to our Neighbours, 


: om we.corrupt or ſeduce; to our ſelves, whom we bereave of. the beſt. 


Woods, and betray. to the worſt Evils. 
beeinning to live ſoberly, we begin-tolive like Men, king the Con- 
k ug tof Reaſon ;/ beginning to live in Charity, we commence the-Life of 


enjoying in our ſelves moſt ſweet Content, and procuring great . 


neft to others ; but going on in ſinful Voluptuouſnels, we proceed to 


Helike Beaſts, wholly guided by Senſe, and ſwayed þy Appetite ; being 


Þitinacious in Malice, we continue to be like Fiends, working corinent 10 


Arfelves, and Miſchief to our Neighbours. - 
4K bracing, Vertue we become. wiſe and ſober Men, worthy and wal 
Wrable, beneficial and uſeful to the World ; but;continuing in Vice, we 


ue to be. fooliſh and vain, to be'vile and deſpicable, to be worthleſs 
'Wuſeleſs, 


I our Delay.to Sd, what do we gain ? what, but a little flaſhy 


l tranſient Pleaſure inſtead of a ſolid and durable Peace ; but'a little 


interfer Profit inſtead of- real Wealth ; but a little Smoak of deceitful 


Aa 2 Fe Op1= 


; eff BE Niſchicf as not only himſelf hath declared, but Reaſon ſheweth, Pw. 10. 132 


|. 


Of Induſtry m general. 


Opinion inſtead of unqueſtionable ſound Honour'; Shadows of imas 
Goods inſtead of thoſe which are moſt ſubſtantial and true, a good Mini M 
the Love of God, the aſſured Welfare of our Souls. But this Field of Dig Ml i 
courſe is too ſpacious; I ſhall only therefore for Concluſion fay, that ſpeedi. Ml 6 
ly applying our ſelves to Obedience, and breaking oft our Sins by Repen. M- 
tance, is in effe& nothing elſe but from a preſent Hell in Trouble, and the 
Danger of a final Hell in Torment to betranſlated into a double Heaven; 
one of joyful Tranquillity here, another of bliſsful Reſt hereafter; unto the 
which Almighty God in his Mercy bring us all, through Jeſus Chriſt our | 
Lord; to mm w_ wed Glory 7 _ _— | he 
Thef, «.22, The very God of peace ſanitifie you wholly, and I pray God your whole ſpirit 
ghana and ſoul, bad nhl be preſerved Hlamelef es the coming 7 our nd 


Chriſt, Amen. 


Ad. 
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ECCESBS. IX. 106; 


 Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might, 


Life, preſcribed by that great Maſter, this is one , T7 049 jun Wm. 
Be not ſlothful in buſineſs, or to' Buſineſs; And in the 24 Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, among, other principal Vertues, or worthy Accompliſhments, 
for abounding wherein the Apoſtle commendeth thoſe Chiiſtians, he ratke 
eth all diligence, or induſtry exerciſed in all Aﬀairs and Dfitt#Fincumbenton 
them : this is that Vertue, the Praftice' whereof in' this moral Precept' dt. 
Advice the Royal Preacher doth recommend unto us; being indeed anemr 
nent Vertue, of very general Uſe, and powerful Influence upon the'Me- | 
nagement of all our Atairs, or in the Condu@ of our whole Life. | 
Induſtry, I fay, in general, touching all Matters incident, which -our 
hand findeth to do, that is, which Diſpenſation of Providence doth offer, 
or which choice of Reaſon embraceth, for employing our ative Powels . 
of 'Soul-and Body, the Wiſe-man'doth recommend ; and to prefſling the 
Obſervance of his Advice (waving all curious Remarks either Critical ot 
Logical upon the Words) I ſhall preſently apply my Diſcourſe, propoſing 
divers Conſiderations apt to' excite us thereto ; only firſt, let me briefly. 
deſcribe it, for our better Apprehenſion of its true Notion and Nature. 
By Induſtry we underſtand a ſerious and ſteady Application 'of Mind, 
joined with a vigorous Exerciſe of our aQive Faculties in proſecution 0 | 
' any reaſonable, honeſt, uſeful Deſign, in order to the Accompliſhment, 0 
Attainment of ſome conſiderable Good; as for inſtance, a A wt | 
uſtrio 


| St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, among divers excellent Rules &f | 
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 dyſtrious who continueth intent and active in driving on his Trade for ac- 
airing Wealth ; a Soldier is induſtrious, who is watchful for occaſion , 
2nd carneſt in Action towards obtaining the Victory ; and a Scholar'is in- 


[@ fom Deſign (being like « Ship in the Sea, if nor 
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of Induſtry m general. a 
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Chryſ. in AQ. Or, 35. 


| to ſome good purpoſe by reaſon, yet toſſed by the Waves of Faiicy, 


gdriven by the Winds of Temptation ſomewhither.) But the dire&tion of 
mt Mind to ſome {1900 End, without roving or flinching, in a ſtreight 


xd Ready courſe, drawing after it our ative Powers in execution thereof, 
foth conſtitute Induſtry ; the which therefore, uſually is attended with 
Jabour and Pain; for our Mind (which naturally doth affe&t Variety and 
Iberty, being apt to loath familiar Objects, and to be weary of any Con- 
frint) .15. not eakily kept in a conſtant Attention to the ſame thing ; And 
qeSprrits imployed in Thought are prone to flutter and fly away, fo that 
#$ hard: to fix them : And the corporeal Inſtruments of Action being 
{rained to a high pitch, or detained in a Tone will ſoon feel a Laſlitude , 

bmewhat offenfive:to Nature ; whence Labour or Pain is commonly rec- 

loned an Ingredient of Induſtry ; and Laboriouſneſs is a Name ſignifying 

&;.upon which Account this Vertue (as involving Labour ) deſerveth a 

peliar- Commendation ; it being then moſt laudable to follow the Dictates 
Reaſon, when ſo doing is attended with Difficulty and Trouble. 

Sach in.general I conceive. to be the nature of Induſtry'; to the pra- 

tice whereof the following Conſiderations may induce. 

11. We may conſider that Induſtry doth befit the Conſtitution and Frame 
four Nature ; all the Faculties of our Soul, and Organs of our Body be- 

pepred in a Congruity and 'Tendency thereto: Our Hands are ſuited 
Work, our Feet for, Travel, our Senſes to watch for occaſion of purſuing 
Good, and eſchewing Evil, our Reaſon to plod and contrive Ways of im- 

Ming the other Parts and Powers; all theſe, I ſay, are formed for Acti- 
4" that not in a looſe and gadding way; or in a ſlack and remiſs de- 
ſg, but 1n regard to determinate Ends, with Vigour requiſite to attain 
kn; and eſpecially our Appetites do prompt to Induſtry, as inclining to 
Wngs not attainable without it ; according to that Aphorim of the W:/e- 
ww, Emovur a ixrnpoy >moxreveny ——The Defire of the (lathful killeth him, Prov. 21, 25. 
Iris hands refuſe to labour ; that is, he is apt to deſire things which he can- '3: 4 
Mattain without. Pains ; and not enduring them he for want thereot.doth 
2 deadly Smart and Anguiſh ; Wheretore in not being induſtrious we 
Ut the Intent. of our,Maker ; we pervert his Work and Gifts ; we for- 

the Uſe and Benefit of. our Faculties ; we are bad Husbands of Natures 


Y 


> 


'2.In conſequence hereto Induſtry doth preſerve and perfe& our Nature; 
git in good tune and temper ; improving and advancing it toward 
Bſtate. The Labour of our, Mind in attentive Meditation and Study 
"% Render it capable and patiegt of thinking upon any Object or Occa- - 
M; doth poliſh 2nd refine it by uſe, doth enlarge it by Acceſſion of Ha- 
;\doth quicken and rowſe our Spirits, dilating, and .diffuſing them into 
Kt proper Chanels. : The very Labour of our Body doth keep the Or- 
Wot Action ſound and clean, diſcuſſing Fogs and ſuperfluous Humours, 
Ring Paſſages, diſtrabuting Nouriſhment, exciting vital Heat : Facing 
Uſe of, it, no. good. Conſlitution of Soul or Bodycan ſubſiſt ; but oy 
u 
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132 Of Induſtry in general, "Vol | 
SEE Ruſt, a dull Numbneſs, a reſty Liſtleſnels, a heavy Unweildinef mat 
| | on us; our Spirits will be ſtifled and choaked, our Hear. 
Nidyre. 38 5 dela Cdnler, 9» = ill grow faint and_languid, our Parts will flag an 6s 
wenn 00 fel Gf air, 6: CAIYL. In 11v. the Vigour of our. Mind, and the Health of pg 


—2=--;i vh 


Viewer 448 38 mibrs 13 ofa tx-" Body will be much impaired. : 
avmay, Oe. Ibid. It is with us as with other things in nature, which | 
| Doi inn@ reiou© 5nrvecr, DY Motion are preſerved in their native Purity and Per. 
5 derpaGoder@3 me vb on _— mngen by their ES n mgaons wo \ 1. corrupt. 
A 1 dpyvoz 3 miley Udugy 79 79600 i debaſing and defiling them ; If the Water rune 
PS A en —_— it P adeth clear, ſweet and freſh ; but Stagnation ow 
eth it into a noiſome Puddle : If the Air be fanned hy. 
Winds, it is pure and wholſome, but from being ſhut up it groweth thick Y 
and putrid ; If Metals be employed, they abide ſmooth and ſplendid ; but 
lay them up, and they ſoon contract Ruſt ; if the Earth be belaboured with 
Culture, it yieldeth Corn ; but lying neglected, it will- 
Negleflis urenda filix innaſcitur agris. be gyergrown with Brakes and Thiſtles ; and the better 
Plot. ap? aud; p. 7 ore $7.1-3*  jts Soil is the ranker Weeds it will produce ; all nature 
is upheld in its Being, Order and State by conſtant Agi- 
tation; eyery Creature is inceſſantly employed in Action conformable to. 
its deſigned End and Uſe; In like manner the Preſervation and Improve 
ment of our Faculties depends on their conſtant Exerciſe. = 
3. As we naturally were comnoſed, ſo by Divine Appointment we 
were originally deſigned for Induſtry ; God did not intend that Man | 
ſhould live idly, even in his beſt State ; or ſhould enjoy Happineſswithout 
taking pains ; but did provide Work enough even in Paradiſe it ſelf ; for 
The Lord God (faith the Text) took man, and put him into the Garden of 
Eden to dreſs it, and to keep it, ſo that had we continu'd happy, we muſt 
have been ever buſie, by our Induſtry ſuſtaining our Life, and ſecuring 
our Pleaſure ; otherwiſe Weeds might have overgrown Paradiſe, and that 
Prov. 24- 39, of Solomon might have been applicable to Adam, 7 went L the field of the 
J's flothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of underſtanding, and loe it was 
all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof,  _ 
4. By our Tranſgreſſion and Fall the neceſlity of Induſtry (together with 
a Difficulty of obtaining Good, 'and avoiding Evil) was encreaſed®to ws; 
being ordained both as ajuſt Puniſhment for our Offences, and as an Exye | 
dient Remedy of our Needs : For thereupon the Ground was curſed to bring 
Gen. 3. 19— forth thorns and thiſtles to us ; and it was our Doom pronounced by Gods. 
own Mouth, In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread till thou return 
Job5.79. W#nto the ground; ſo that now Labour is fatally natural to us ; now Man (. 
"An. avlew- Job faith) is born to labour as the ſparks fly upward ( or, as the Vultur'schicked 
bw gretes > ſoar aloft) according to the Greek Interpreters. 


5 1070s Umg mirorrare LE, Interp. Now great Travel (as the Son of Sirach ſaith ) is created for every Man is 
vale wiahy 3igns mT avlewnw, (3c. Ecclus 40. 1.) and an heavy Yoke is upon the Sons of Adam, (4, 
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Gen. 2. 15. 


5. Accordingly our Condition and Circumſtances in the World are {0 

ordered, as to require Induſtry ; fo that without it we cannot ſupport out 

Lite in any Comfort or Convenience; whence St. Pau!'s Charge upon the 

#TheC. 2, 16, Theſſalonians, that If any one would not wor, neither ſhould he eat, 18.0 4 

| manner a general Law impoſed on Mankind by the Exigency of ourvtats 

Prov. 19. 15. according to that of Solomon ; The idle ſoul ſhall ſuffer hunger, and, The 

Prov. 2% 4% fluggard who will not plow by reaſon of the cold, ſpall beg in harveſt, and hav 
nothing. | | 

Ot all our many Neceſlities, none can be ſupplied without Pains, where- 

-1n allMen are obliged to bear a ſhare ; Every Manis to work for his Food, 


for his Apparel, for all his Accommodations, either immediately my 
re 5 


rm. XVIl. Of Induſtry in general. 183 


ay, or by Commutation and Equivalence ; for the Gentleman himſelf 
@nnot (at leaſt worthily and inculpably) obtain them otherwiſe, than by 
edeeming them from the Plowman, and the Artificer by Compenſation 
& other Cares and Pains conducible to publick Good. 

The wiſe Poet did obſerve well, when he ſaid, 

 —— Pater ipſe colend; 

Hard facilem eſſe viam woluit. 

nd St. Chry/e/fome doth propoſe the fame Obſervation, that God to whet 
mr Mind, and keep us from moping, would not that 


Virg. Geor. r. 


; | "ly —Carks acuens mortalta corda 
je ſhould eaſily come by the Fruits of the Earth, with- > ative Wed delle ſoiehepns cores 
wt employing much Art and many Pains; in order (Virg. Die, 


fereto there muſt be Skill uſed in obſerving Seaſons, Az 7470 «5 ardyulu xgricurey ip 
pd preparing the Ground ; there muſt be Labour ſpent nz. Or. Chryſoſt. in AG 
qmanuring, in delving and plowing, in fowing, in 

jeeding, in fencing 1t; there muſt be Pains taken in reaping, in gather- 

w, in laying up, in threſhing, and drefling the Fruit e&er we can enjoy 

i: Somuch Induſtry is needtul to get Bread ; and it we lift to fare more 

kintily, we muſt either hunt for it, uſing Craft and Toil to catch it out of 

& Woods, the Water, the Air; or we muſt carefully wait on thoſe Crea- 

ties, of which we would ſerve our ſelves, feeding them that they may 

&&d us ; ſuch Induſtry is required to preſerve Mankind from ftarving. 

Indto guard it. from other Inconveniences, Miſchiets and Dangers fur- 

mnding us, it is no leſs requiſite: for to ſhelter us from Impretlions of 

father, we muſt ſpin, we muſt weave, we muſt build ; and in order 

lercto we mult ſcrape into the Bowels of the Earth to find our Tools, we 


Yr Wl ſweat at the Anvil to forge them for our Uſe ; we muſt frame Arms 
of Whdefend our Safety, and our Store from the Aſlaults of wild Beaſts, or of 
ut We dangerous. Neighbours, wild Men. To furniſh Accommodations 
5 Wir our Curioſity and Pleaſure, or to provide for the Convenience and Or- 
at WWunent of our Life, Clill greater meaſures of Induſtry are demanded ; to 
x Wtse thoſe Intents, a thouſand Contrivances of Art, a thouſand ways of 


Ide and Buſineſs do ſerve, without which they are not attainable, In 
Watever Condition any Man is in what State ſoever he be placed, what- 
er.Calling or way of Lite he doth embrace, ſome peculiar Buſineſs 1s 
ce umpoled on him, which he carmot with any Advantage or good 
Web, with any Grace, with any Comfort to himſelf, or Satisfaction to 
ers, manage without competent Induſtry ; nothing will go on of it 
Without our Care to direct it, and our Pains to hold it, and forward 
Inthe right Courſe : All which things ſhew, that Divine Wiſdom did 
ſlid that we ſhould live in the Exerciſe of Induſtry, or not well with- 
Mit; having'fo many Needs to be ſupplied, ſo' many Deſires to be ap- 
ped thereby ; being expoſed to ſo many Troubles and Difficulties, from 
Mwe cannot extricate our ſelves without it. But farther yet, 

6, Let us conſider that Induſtry hath annexed thereto, by Divine Ap- 


« @ MWitment and Promiſe, the faireſt Fruits, and the richeſt Rewards: All 
rel Wl. 1... | 5 
our WY things (being exther ſuch in themſelves, or made ſuch by Humane 


lem) are the Fruits of Induſtry ; ordered to ſprout from it, under the 
Mection and Influence of God's Bleſſing, which commonly doth at- 
kl it | 


Al good things indeed are the Gift of God, and freely diſpenſed by his 


{ have ad; but he doth not give them abſolutely without Condition, nor mi- 

ouſly without Concurrence of ordinary means : By ſupporting our 
chere- ME Powers, and ſupplying needful Aid to our Endeavours ; by directing oc. 49, 4, 24. 
Food, M® Pholding us in the courſe of our Action ; by preventing or- removing Prov. 3-6. 


Ob- 
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Obſtacles that might crots us; by granting that final Succeſs which ge. 
re ore pendeth on his Pleaſure, he doth confer them on us ; Our Hand commonl 
Jadg. 6. 35. is God's Hand by which he worketh good, and reacheth out Benefits to 
7.9. US ; governing and wielding it as he pleaſeth 
Joſh yg 5 God indeed could not well proceed otherwiſe in diſpenſing his Favours 

to us; not well, I fay ; that is, not without ſubverting the Method of 
things which himſelt hath eſtabliſhed; not without ſlighting and voidin 
his own firſt Bounty, or rendring the common Gifts of Nature(ourReaſi 
our Senſes, our ative Powers) vain and uſeleſs ; not 
Kai mvOr- Ynuennes AcuCavew m w- without making us uncapable of any Praiſe, ' or any Re- 
= oh HE. 7 wa. which'ſuppole Works atchieved by our carnef 
f Endeavour ; not without depriving us of that {weeteſt 
Content, which ſpringeth from enjoying the fruit of our Labour, 
DO EG, Hence it is, that whatever in holy Scripture is called 
Tleet caeiya. NG n Wy OG: the Gitt of God, is otherwhile affirmed to be the efe& 
Tl F060! 54g.Us dd, TETO Hy 0155 & - ; COOES. 
rntev ach cicanro air} ravaly Of Indullry ; 1t being the uſeful Condition upon which, 
Eble. Chryl. in Joh. Or. 36, and the Inilrument whereby divine Providence convey- 
I ot mig fu Gra roy me Et good things to us: What God faid to Joſhua, doth 
om) Mgn me/p2o1 78 Jugios nas imply the general Method of his Proceeding, Only, be 
vre wy Em 708. Oe 39. thou ſtrong and courageous — that thou mayeſt proſper whi. 
© therſoever thou goeſt. 
"Avris mvwv Fence whatever we are directed to pray for, we are alſo exhorted to 
oo "ON work for ; declaring thereby, that we are ſerious in our Devotion, and 
Cato apud Sal. do not mock God, asking that of him, which we deem not worth our 
in bello Cati. Pains to acquire. It was well ſaid of Cato in Saluſt, Vigilando, agendy, 
conſulendo, proſpere omnia cedunt, ubi ſocordig te atque ignavie tradideris 
T2 : «x , mequicquam Deos implores, irati infeſtique ſunt,” We 
Toy yciey mmpicerrs £67 WV 116 bidto pray even for our daily Bread, yet w 
x49 674426), Plut, Apopb. Lac. 4Þ: pray R y Ea , yer WE May 
ſtarve it we do not work for it; and in St. Paul's Judg- 
ment deſerve to do ſo. | Is 

Hence we are bound to thank God for all thoſe things, for the want of 
which we mult thank our ſelves, and condemn our own Sloth. 

Hence, although we ihould caſt our Care on God, and relie on his Pro- 
vidence, bcing ſollicitous for nothing ; yet we muſt not fo truſt him, 4s 
to tempt him, by neglecting the means which he doth offer, of retieving 
our ſelves ; to be preſumptuoutly ſlothtul being no leſs blameable, than to 
be diſtruſttully carctul. 

Hence God in all ſuch Caſes, when we do need any good thing, is faid 
to be our Helper and Succourer to the obtaining it ; which doth imply that 
we muſt co-operate with him; and join our Forces to thoſe, which Be 
doth aftord; ſo that as we can do nothing without him, ſo he will 60 
nothing without us ; yea, ſo that ſometime we are faid alſo to help God; 
Curſe ye Meroz, curſe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; becauſe they camenit 

Judg-5-13* to the help of the Lord; to the help of the Lord againſt - the mighty. |t evet 

Sl 42, 12, G04 doth perform all without Human Labour conſpiring, it 1s only 1N 

"_— behalf of thoſe who are ready to do their beſt, but unable to do any 

2 Cor. 12+ 19+ thing, being overpowered by the inſuperable Difficulty of things ; But 

2 Enron. He never doth a& Miracles, or controul Nature, he never doth iretch 

1 Sam. 14. 6- forth his Arm, or interpoſe ſpecial Power in favour of wilful and affedted 
Sluggards. | 

In fine, it is very plain both in common Experience, declaring the courle 
of Providence, and in Holy Scripture, exprelling God's Intention, that 
Almighty God doth hold torth all good things as the Prizes and Recom- 


pences of our vigilant Care, and painful Endeavour ; as by ſurveying ” 
| : 0- 


ticulars we may clearly diſcern. 
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| Gm. XVIII. Of Induſtry in general. 185 
" Nothing is more grateful to Men, than proſperous Succeſs in their Under- 
ukings, whereby they attain their Ends, fatisfie their Deſires, fave their 
Pains, and come off with Credit ; this commonly is the ,_. _ _ 
of Induſtry (which commandeth Fortune, to A. o_ FO 

which all things ſubmit and ſerve) and ſcarce ever is  Quodeangue imperavit fibi animus, ob 
{nd without it 5; An induſtrious Perſon, who as fuch #/*it, ©. Sen. de Ir. 2. 12, 
g not apt to attempt things impoſſible or unpracticable, can hardly fail 
q compaſling his Deſigns, becauſe he will apply all means requiſite, and 
tend all his Forces thereto ; ſtriving to break through all Difficulties, and 
plubdue all Oppoſitionsthwarting his Purpoſes: But nothing of worth 
nNeight, can be atchieved with half a Mind, with a faint Heart, with a 
ke Endeavour ; Any Enterprize undertaken without Reſolution, mana- 

x without Care, proſecuted without Vigour, will eaſily be daſhed and 
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grove abortive, ending in Diſappointment, Damage, Diſgrace, and Diſatiſ- 

jon: So the Wiſe-man doth aſſure us: The ſoul (faith he) of the ſlug- Prov. 13. 4. 
nd defireth and hath nothing, But the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be made fat ; **** 
4 pineth away with ineffeCtual and fruitleſs Deſires; the other thri- 
, WW upon Satisfaction in proſperous Succeſs. 


Plentiful Accommodations for our Suſtenance and Convenience all Men proy. 15. 30. 
allagree to þe very deſirable; and theſe are indeed the Bleſſings of him, 


; woviftteth the earth and enricheth it ; who crowneth wy with his good- ws 65. 9, II, 
1 Web, and, whoſe clouds drop fatneſs ; but they are fo diſpenſed by Heaven, en. 21, 28, 


lat Induſtry mult concur therewith in deriving them to us, and Sloth will 
(har us of them ; tor Ze (faith the Holy Oracle) that zilleth his land, Prov. 21. 11- 


0 

;; i &e ſatisfied with bread ; and the thoughts of the diligent alone tend to 9%. *1-5-. 
T eouſneſs ; but The ſluggard ſhall beg in harveſt, and have nothing ; and NS x rag 
y idle ſoul ſhall ſuffer bunger. Prov. 19. 15s 


;- I Pealth is that, which generally Men of all things are wont to affect 
wd covet with moſt ardent Deſire, as the great Store-houſe of their Needs 
f WuiConveniences, the ſure Bulwark of their State and Dignity ; the uni- 
Kh! Inſtrument of compalling their Deſigns and Pleaſures; And moſt 
fident it is, that in the natural courſe of things, Induſtry is the way to 
&ure it, to ſecure it, to improve and enlarge it; the which Courſe pur- 
ly innocently and modeſtly, God will be fo far from obſtructing, that 
& will further and bleſs it ; for that indeed it would be a Flaw in Provi- 
ace, if Honeſt Induſtry, uſing the means it affordeth, ſhould fail of 
id ſowing a Competency ; which joined with a pious Contentedneſs in St. 
at W'%s Computation, is great wealth. Wherefore although Solomon telleth þ Tm: 6: 5. 
Je Ws that zbe Zleſivg of the Lord is that which maketh rich; yet doth he not * © © 
do WI et or contradict himſelf, when he alſo doth affirm, that The hand of prov, ro. 23. 
d; WW *diligert maketh rich; and that Fe who gathereth by labour ſhall encreaſe ; _ 
wt Mt God bleſſeth the Induſirious, and by his own Hand, as the moſt 1, 4 
ver Wiper Inſtrument, maketh him rich ; when the Preacher faid, 7here 5 woes. 5- 19. 
in WW '% to whom God hath given riches and wealth, he knew well enough prtheg 3 
ny Wat Man it was, to whom God giveth them ; and that Sluggards were Eccleſ. 6.1, 2- 
ut WIitit Objects of that Liberality : For he had obſerved it to be their Doom *: 54 por , 
ich Wt poor and beggarly, their Natureto watte and embezil an Eſtate ; He wir owr hands 
ted Mature us, thar Drowfineſs ſpall cloath a man with rags ; He could pro- i” wes 
it as a certain Obſervation, that He who is flothful in his work, is 1c WM 
Wer to a great waſter ; or that want of Induſtry in our Buſineſs will no Prov. 23. 21. 
&impair our Eſtate, than Prodigality it ſelf ; He could more than once Prov. 18. 9. 
Uthe Slothful, thar if he did /eep on, or perſiſt in his fluggiſh way, In- Prov. 10. 4. 
Fancy would ſurprize and ſeize on him with an inſupportable Violence : 
"(ith he) ſhall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as 
Urmed mas, B b Ano= 


Prov. 6. 11- 
24. 32. 
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of Induſtry in general, _ a ; # Vol. 


Another Darling of Humane Afﬀection (and a Jewel indeed of conſe. 
rable worth and ule in our Life) is Honour, or Reputation 'among Men. 
This alſo plainly, after the common Reaſon and Courſe of things, is py. 
chaſed and preſerved by Induſtry : For he that aſpireth to worthy' thi 
and aſlayeth laudable Deſigns, purſuing them ſteadily with ſerious Api. 
cation of Heart, and reſolute Activity will rarely fail of good Succefs. and 
conſequently will not miſs Honour, which ever doth crown Vito , And 

if he ſhould hap to fail in his-Deſign, yet he will not loſe his Cregie. 

for having meant well, and done his beſt, all will be ready to excuſe 

many to commend him : The very Qualities which Induſtry doth exerciſe 

chron 20, and the Effefts which it doth produce, to beget Honour ; as being orn 
1-000 25* ments of our Perſon and State. God himſelf (from whom honour comer 
Dan. 5.18 and whoſe ſpecial Prerogative it is to beſtow it, he, as King of the 
Ecclele5- 15+ World, being the Fountain of Honour) will be concerned to dignific an 
| induſtrious Management of his Gifts with that natural and proper Recom- 

pence thereof ; conducting him who fairly treadeth in the Pathof Honour, 

that he ſhall ſafely arrive unto it. It is therefore a Matter of eafie Obſer- 

Frov. 22. 29. Vation Which the wiſe Prince doth prompt us to mark ; Seeſt thou a may 


diligent in his buſineſs 2 he ſhall ſtand before kings, he ſhall not fland befare 


mean men ; that is, Diligence, as it is the faireſt, ſo it is the fureſt way to 


the beſt Preferment ; as it qualifieth a Man for Employment, and render- 

eth him uſeful to the World, fo it will procure worthy Employment: for 

him, and attra& the World to him ; as the ſame great Author again doth 

Prov. 12. 24. aſſert. The hand, faith he, of the diligent ſhall bear rule ; Yea, fo ho- 
nourable a thing is Induſtry it ſelf ; that an Exerciſe thereof in the mean- 
eſt Rank is produQtive of Eſteem, as the Wiſe-man again doth obſerve and 
tell us ; Ze that waiteth on his maſter (that is, with Diligence attendeth on 


Prov. 27; 15: the Bulineſs committed to him) ſhall be honoured. 


"Og QUAQares 5 k . . . 
*{av75- No induſtrious Man is contemptible ; for he is ever looked upon as bee 


ecor, 1- jng in a way of thriving, of working himſelf out from any ſtraits, of 


as advancing himſelf into a better Condition. But without Induſtry we 


cannot expect any thing but Diſreſpe&, Shame and Reproach, which are 

the certain Portion of the Slothful ; he not having the Heart to enterprize 

or the Reſolution and Patience to atchieve any thing deſerving Reged, 

or apt to procure it ; he wanting all the Ornaments and good Fruits that 

grow from Induſtry ; he being only fit for a ſordid and ſervile Condition ; 

Prov. 12. 24. Whence the ſlothful (ſaith Solomon) ſhall be under tribute; and, He that 

Arad penis Nleepeth in harveſt , is a ſon that cauſeth ſhame ; He cauſeth itto his Rek- 

wh. . tions by his beggarly Accoutrements, he cauſeth it much more to himſelf 
Prov. 10.5. by his deſpicable Faultineſs, and by the diſgraceful Conſequences of it... 

Another yet more precious Good, far ſurpaſſing all external Advantz- 

ges of our State ; the which in the Judgment of him who (together with 

It having a full poſſeſſion of all ſecular Proſperity, Wealth, Dignity and 

Prov. 8, 17, - Power) was beſt able to prize it, is better than rubies, and incomparibly 

$:n4.15+7* doth excel all things that may be defired, as ennobling, enriching and embe- 

© Jiſhing our better part : Wiſdom, T mean, or a good Comprehenſion, and 

right Judgment about Matters of highelt importance to us, is the Prize of 

EET Induſtry, and not to be gained without it ; Nature conferreth little there- 

preſet vide tO, Fortune contributeth much leſs ; it cannot be bought at aoy rate; It 

ingonium cannot (faith Job) be gotten for gold, neither ſhall filver be weighed for the 

Jobs. og ': price thereof ;. it cannot be valued with the Gold of Opbir,| with the precions 

| Onyx or the Sapphire; it is the Off-ſpring of watchful Obſervation and 

Experience, of ſerious Meditation and Study ; of careful Retlexion 0f 


things, marking, comparing and weighing their Nature, their Wort, 


cher * 
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Fenn. XVII. 


heir Tendencies and Conſequences ; theſe are needful to the getting of 

Wiſdom, becauſe Truth, which it ſeeketh, commonly doth not lie in the 

Frface, obvious to a ſuperficial Glance, nor only dependeth on a fimple 

(oaſideration of few things ; but is lodged deep in the Bowels of things, 

WM gd under 2 knotty Complication of various Matters ; ſo that we muſt dig 

MW pcome at it, and labour in unfolding it : Nor isit an eaſie Task to voi 
he Prejudices ſpringing from Inclination or Temper, from Education or 
(uſtom, from Paſlion and Intereſt, which cloud the Mind, and obſtrut 

\ Wt Attainment of Wiſdom. 

If wewill have it, we muſt get it as So/omon himſelf did, that great gr, .- 

Vaſter of it. How was that 2 7 gave, faith he, my heart to know wiſdom. 2.3, © 

fe who made it his Option and Choice before all things ; who ſo earneſt- _. 

hand fo happily did pray for it; upon whom it is ſo expreſly faid, that 4 "het 2k 

God in a ſpecial manner, and plentiful meaſure did beſtow it ; who aver- Sap 8. 21- 

kth God to be the ſole Donor of it (for, The Lord, faith he, giveth wiſ- P17; , .« 

lm, out of his mouth cometh knowledge and underſtanding) yet even he, did Jam. 1. 5. 

iſt give his Heart to 1t, before it was given into his Heart : He did not only *'97- 3: 6. 

for it to receive it by mere Infuſion ; but he worked and ſtudied 

ard for it. He was indeed a great Student, an inquiſitive Searcher into 

Mture, a curious Obſerver of the World, a protound Conliderer and 

(omparer of things ; and by that induſtrious Courſe, promoted by Divine 

ſeſing, he did arrive to that great Stock of ſo renowned a Wiſdom. 


, And the ſame Method it 1s which he preſfcribeth to us for getting it; 
» ahorting us, that we incline our ear unto wiſdom, and apply our heart 10 Prov. a2. 3.4. 
4 nlerſftanding ; that we cry after. knowledge, and lift up our voice for under- '- 5: 


fading ; that we ſeek her as ſilver, and ſearch for her, as for hid treaſures ; 
(following which Courſe he doth aſſure us of good Succeſs ; for then ©7735: 
(ath he) ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
if God, which is the head or chief part of Wiſdom; And Bleſſed (faith he 
min, in the Perſon and Place of Wiſdom it ſelf ) 7s the man that heareth 
w, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts of my doors ; for be that-Prov. 8. 34. 
Ieth me, jndeth life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord ; It is the way, he 
lppoſeth of finding Wiſdom, to watch aſliduouſly, to wait diligently 
fg means of attaining her ; and how infallible the Acquiſt of her 1s 

by, ſhe doth again by his Mouth thus acquaint us ; 7 love them that © 8+ 17: 
vf ne me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me ; and She (faith his Imi- 
YG lar) is eafrty ſeen of them that 1wve her, and found of ſuch as ſeek her ; 
3 4 -onjy her early, ſhall have no great travel, for he ſhall find her fitting 4 GIS 
11 IS AoOrs. | 
a This indeed is the only way ; Idleneſs is not capable of fo rich and no- 
Dk 2 Purchaſe ; a ſlothful Perſon may be conceited ( yea needs muſt be 
+ WW) but he can never bewiſe; 4 Nuggard (faith Solomon) is wiſer in his Prov. 26. 16. 
nd WM” corceit, than ſeven. men that can render a reaſon ; this Conceit of Wil- 
th Mis a natural Iſſue of his Ignorance ; and 'tis indeed no ſmall part *of 
4 bfolly, that he doth not perceive it ; being no leſs.ſtupid in refletion on 

own mind, than in contidering other matters ; Being always in a ſlum- 

ie will often fall into ſuch 6. Dreams; and no wonder that he 

preſume upon abundance of Knowledge who not liſting to take 


q. WU) Pains in the Search or Diſcuſiion of things, doth ſnatch the firit Ap- 
the {MWances, doth embrace every Suggeſtion of his Fancy, every Concett, 
ys; Wing his Humour for Truth. 

ad Vhat thould I ſpeak of Learning, or the Knowledge of various things , 
on Mrnding vulgar Apprehenſion 2 who knoweth not that we cannot 
rh, Wiſe reach any part of that than by aſſiduous Study and Contempla- 


B b 2 tion? 


i! 
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tion? who doth not find that all the power in the World is not able 7; 

command, nor all the Wealth of the 7dies'topurchaſe one Notion 3 who 

can be ignorant, that no Witalone, or Strength of Parts &an ſuffice, with. 

out great Induſtry to frame any Science, tO learn any one Tongue! to bin 

| the Hiſtory of Nature, or of Providence: Itis certainly 
Qui cupit vptat am curſu contingere meram, by Forace's Metho d. Sos, 
3 Jecirgue Pers 2's = Multa tulit, fecitque puer, — "T2 


by much Exerciſe and Endurance of Pains, that ar 

one can arrive to the Mark of being learned or skilful in any ſort of knoy. 
ledge. | | 

But farther yet, Yertue, the nobleſt Endowment, and richeſt Poſſeſſigh 

Ti 49 x2% y.hercof Man 15 capable ; the Glory of our Nature, the Beauty of our $6y] 
ndbva, Th 5 | _—_ Yo) 
ders yrs. the goodlicit Ornament, and the firmelſt Support of our Life ; that alſo i 
xAigorer75- the Fruit and Bleiling of Induſtry ; that of all things moſt indiſpenſibly 
hea " doth need and require it. Jt doth not grow in us by Nature, nor befal g 
K-42 8238 by Fortune ; for Nature 1s ſo far from producing it, that It yieldeth mighty 
- eons Obſtacles and Reſiſtances to its Birth, there being in the beſt Diſpoſitions 
Ra 5-1, much Averſeneſs from good, and great Pronenels to Evil ; Fortune doth 

Syn.de Prvid. not; {urther its Acquiſts, but caſteth in Rubs and Aindrances thereto, ever 
7 Condition preſenting its Allurements, or its Aftrightments from it;' al 
things within us, and about us conſpire to refider its ProduCtion, and its 

Practice laborious. | ' 

[t is ('tis true) -a Gift of Heaven, and cannot be obtained without 1 

ſpecial Influence of Divine Grace, but it is given as Children are (of whom 
* Pſal, 127. 3. it is ſaid , Lo children are gn heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the wb 
his reward) not without fore Travel and Labour of the Mother, not with- 

out. grievous Difficulty and Pangs in the Birth : In our Converſion toem- 

brace Vertue God doth'guide us ; but to what? to fit ſtill > No, to walk, 

em g« £0 runinhis Ways: Grace doth move us, but whereto? to do — 
172171124. No, bur to ſtir, and att vigorouſly ; 7he holy Spirit doth help our infr- 
Beyer. mities; but how cauld it help them, if we did not conjoin our bell 
| 1 + (though weak) Endeayours with its Operations? to what doth 1t yarriazy- 
AR 10. 35. (3xvav, or co-belp us, but to ſtrive againſt ſin, to work righteouſneſs, to pete 

| form Duty with earneſt Intention of Mind, and labort- 

"Eucermum mg3s nueas F veer o OUS Activity ? God (faith St. Chryſoſtome) hath parted 


= 


:35, wm 2 HIvopine rn T4! dal, wortue with us, and neither hath left all to be in us, leſt we 
Wea wh Hs amovoial emu rwltd 4. 5 T% an» 


Ts 2 3 thaCer hoe ud &s baduuiey Jhould be elated to pride, nor himſelf hath taken all, leſtwe 
Smral:w) ann Oc, Chryl. Tom. 5* ſhould decline to (oth *. 


Oy.-25. 


On— x Sz = FO” CC” = == - 3p 


<4 S754 \ ” T A, > « of bx » c v , i 
* OvJe 501 al TH 14A 7 Lv Few) mwy &y yeienors na © avwyty Pom eg; THe MIETAI BE 1 dvwves 94215 6mT 
\ / , 3 % * 3 > , Ly / 5 - \ \ I i, 
4 0med\\ WT2 THEIIEUT VAN. EXGTEER TU YKEKERIR TEITHAE, oTed WT: %1Feanivi, %, TWw Ha myews 4 Vuow 
KA TNKEIEY GUIALL'; HAY tis TENBwTEY LgeTis. Bal Conjt. Mon, Cad, 15. 


Indeed the very Nature and Eſſence of Vertue doth conſiſt in the moll 
difficult and painful Efforts of Soul; in the extirpating rooted Prejudices 
and Notions from our Underſtanding ; in bending a iti Will, and ret 
{lying crooked Inclinations; in over-ruling a rebellious Temper ; 1n curb- 
ing cager and importunate Appetites ; in taming wild Paiſions ; in with 
tianding violent Temptations ; in ſurmounting many Difficulties, and ſu- 
fiaining many Troubles; in ſtrugling with various unruly Lulis witlun, 
and encountring many {tout Enemies abroad, which allaulr our Realon, 
and war againſt our ſoul : 1n ſuch Excrcifes its very Being lieth ; its þirth, 
its Growth, its Subſiſtence dependeth on them ; 1o that irom any Diſcon-, 
tinuance or Remilſion of them it would ſoon decay, languith away, and 


perith, - - | 
ET What 


21 
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—_— - 4 oo: 
What Attention, what Circumſpection, and Vigilancy of Mind, what 
WM facntion of Spirit, what force of Reſolution, what Command and Care 
over our ſelves doth it require, to keep our Hearts from vain Thoughts , 
1nd evil Delires ; to guard our Tongue from wanton, unjuſt, unchariable 
Diſcourſe ; to order our Steps uprightly and ſteadily in all the Paths of 


Duty 2 3, 1 Et Ei mevov 4 a pers ; and what (as St. Ghryſoſtome askerh ) Ws —_ on 


ſn. 


—""—_— 


al things belonging to vertne is not laborious 2 Jt is no ſmall Task to know it, 
gherein if contifteth, and what is demanded of us; it is a far mote pain-. 

ful thing to coniorm our Practice unto its Rules and- Dictates. 

_Ftravelling .n a rough Way; if climbing up a ſteep © _ 

Kill; if combating ſtern Foes, and fighting ſharp T"$40*7s ide 3r0} moomigerdus b- 


Jatles ; if croſling the Grain of our Nature*and Deſires ; a4 470: 


Cont; : s arg (Ap 95E x; opN1@- oju® 
fcontinually holding a ſtri't Rein over all our Parts 4nd # wrlw, 


* Wl fovers, be things of Labour and Trouble, then greatly ** 799 — ET 
y a 31 7 h Hel. 3p. &. 
L ch is the Praticeof Vertue. | 

| »Indeed each Vertue hath its peculiar Difficulty, needing much Labour to | 

[ miſter it : Faith is called #yov ongews; the work of faith, and it is no ſuch , Thet 1.2. 
\ Wc Work, as may be imagined, to bring our Hearts into a thorough 2 Thel. :. 18, 


afwalion about 'ruths crotiing our ſenſual Conceits, and controuling our 19996: 29. 
xeviſh Humours ; unto a perfect Submiſſion of our Underſtanding, and Re- 
pnation Or our Will to whatever God teacheth or preſcribeth; to a firm 
telolution of adhering to that Profetlion, which exatteth of us ſo much 
ins, and expoſeth us to ſo many Troubles. | | 
Charity is allo a laborious Exerciſe of many good Works, and he that 
nil practiſe it, muſt in divers ways labour hardly ; He muſt labour in void- 
j. Wig from his Soul many Diſpoſitions deeply radicated therein by Nature , 
n. MW(pnion and Cuiiom, (Envy, Frowardneſs, Stubbornnefs, perverſe and vain 
k Wiſhneſs, from whence Wrath, Revenge, Spite and Malice do pring torth:) 
> Wimui labour in effectual Performance of all good: Oifces, and in catch- 
N tall Occafions of doing good; He muſbexert that xo 7 £3, that /abour ary - 
(lne, whereof St. Paul doth ſpeak ; He muſt (as: that holy Apoſtle di- Heb. 6. —_ 
Kieth, not only in Precept, but by his own Practice) work with his own APÞ 4-22. 


1 ands, that he may ſupply the Wants of his Neighbour. Mon 
Ng Hope it ſelf (which one would think, when grounded well, ſhould be «a,,,; 
ted Wm kls cafie than pleaſant Duty) doth need much Labour to preſerve it Heb. is. 24. 


v2 Ws freight and table, among the many Waves and Billows of Tempta- __ 9 
ve WMinalaying to ſhake and ſubvert it; whence a patience of hope, is recom- nes, to. ;6, 


Mended to us ; © and we fo often are exhorted to hold 


| | Fo . Heb. 6.11. *"EvSeixy g's 
blaſt, to keep it furc, firm and unſhaken to the Y09K1V0% TTedlly. 


Heb. 3.6, 14+ 2 Pet. 1. 10, 


, 


pperance alſo ſurely demandeth no ſmall Pains; it ene © 6135 cuarO- > toms Ws 

. "PT - Fo LANG! AL 1 GWDBOUVNSTE Hy  1hatooyry, 
ng no {light Buſinets to check our greedy Appetites, nenemey whe Tet x; FlimoFr, Plas. 1c 
1oſt MWbſhun the Enticements of Pleaſure, to eſcape the Snares XKep. 2. 


ices {MW Company and Example, to ſupport the Ill-Will and 


a W'doaches of thoſe Zealots and Bigots for Vice ; who cannot tolerate an 
urb- Wn-conformity to their Extravagancies ; but (as St. Peter doth expreſs 1) 
Rl (87; ſtrange, if others ao not run with them to the ſame exceſs of riot, 
fv- fuking ul of them for it. [ Pet. 4. 4+ 
hin, WW Vhat ſhould 1 fpcak of Meekreſs, of Patience, of Flumility, of Contented- 
fon, M4? & it not maniteii how laborious thoſe Vertues are, and what Pains 
rtl, neceſſary in the obtaining, in the Exerciſe o! them 2 what Pains, I ſay, 
coN- require in the Voidance of fond Conceits, in the Suppretlion of itro- 
and W'"Humours, in the quelling ferce Pailions, in the brooking grievous 
dls and Adveriitics, in the bearing heinous Injuries and Aﬀeonts ? 
Vhat Thus 
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Thus doth all Vertue require much Induſtry, and it therefore neceſſaril 
muſt it ſelf be a great Vertue, whieh is the Mother, the Nurſe, the Guaz 
dian of all Vertues ; yea, which indeed is an Ingredient and" conſtitutive 
Part of every Vertue; for if Vertue were eaſily obtainable or praQticable 
without a good meaſure of Pains, how could it be Vertue? what Excelleg. 
cy could it have, what Praiſe could it claim, what Reward could it expe? 
God hath indeed made the beſt things not eaſily obtainable, . hath ſet them 
high out of our Reach, to exerciſe our Induſtry in getting them, that ye 
might raiſe up our ſelves tothem, that being obtained, they may the more 
deterve our Eſteem, and his Reward. 
Laſtly, the Sovereign Good, the laſt Scope of our Ations, the Top and 
Sum of our Deſires ; Happineſs it ſelf, or Eternal Life 1n perfe&t Reſt, 
and Glory ; although itbe the ſupreme Gift of God, and ſpecial Buoy of dj. 
> : ac vine Grace (759: yepiona Ts Os, But faith St. Paul, the wife of God's grace is 
Me eternal life) yet it allo by God himſelf is declared to be the Reſult and 
Phil. 2. 12. Rewatd of Induſtry; for we are commanded to work out our ſalvation with. 
2 Per. 1.19. {ear and trembling ; and to give diligence in making our calling and eleftiiy 
Rom. 2; 6,7. /#76, bY vertuous Practice, and God ( faith St. Paul) will render to even 
10.6,22. man according to his works, to them who by patient continuance in well-dgj pv, 
ſeek Glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal life ; and, in the Cloſe of 
Apoc. 22. God's Book it is proclaimed, as a Truth of greateſt Moment, and ſpecial 
Point of God's Will, Bleſſed are they that do his commandments, | that 
may have right to the tree of life. It is plainly Induſtry, which climbe 
pa 22. the holy Mount ; it is Induſtry which taketh the X ingdom of Heaven 
ay" ring 4. force ; it is Induſtry, which ſo ranneth as to obtain the Prize; which fo 
Jac. i. 12. fighteth as fo receive the Crown ; which ſo watcheth as to ſecure our ever- 
ago +*- hſting Intereſt tous, Rl 
Luc. 12.37. Thus do the choiceſt good Things, of which we are capable , {pri 
AP. 3.3 from Induſtry, or depend uponit ; and no conſiderable Good can be at- 
tained without it ; thus all the Gifts of God are by it conveyed tous, '0r 
are rendred in effect beneficial to us; for the Gifts of Nature are but Capae 
cities which it improveth ; the Gifts of Fortune or Providence are bit 
Inſtruments, which it imployeth to our . Uſe ; the Gifts of Grace are the? 
Supports and Succours of it; and the very Gift of Glory is'its Fruit and. 
Recompence. | - G5 
There are farther ſeveral other material Conſiderations, and weighty 
Motives to the Practice of this Duty ; which Meditation hath ſuggeſted 
to me; but theſe in regard to your Patience, muſt ſuffice at preſent ;'the 
other (together with an Application proper to our Condition and Calling) 
being reſerved to another Occaſion. 
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ECCLES. IX. 16. 
"'# Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might. 


NMyftry, which the Divine Preacher in this Text recommendeth to us, 
Þ isa Vertue of a very diffuſive Nature and Influence ; ſtretching it ſelf 
*:through all our Afﬀairs, and twiſting it felf with every Concern we 
we; ſo that no Buſineſs can be well managed, no Deſign accompliſhed, 
Good obtained without it : It therefore behoveth us to conceive a high 
(ion of it, and to inure our Souls to the Practice of it, upon all Oc- 

ons: In furtherance of which Purpoſes I formerly not long ſince, 
Wyropound ſeveral Motives and* Inducements ; and now proceeding 
ball repreſent divers other Conſiderations ſerviceable to the ſame 


+ We may conſider that Induſtry is produQtive of Eaſe it elf, and 

gmentive of Trouble : It'was no lefs folidly, than acutely and ſmartly 

Wiſed by the [Philoſopher Crates : Whether (faid he) ogg agerty 5 nie; mirwn" 
tur be to be choſen, labour'; or whether it be tobe eſchew* gduriv, wives, wa wi mori 18813 
* bour; that thou mayeſt not labour ; for by not labouring, & _ e co gd "©, 7d Y Sony: 
ur is 20t eſcaped, But is rather purſued; and St. Chry. 7? VO Ot 4: 

Mme doth upon the ſame Conſideration urge Induſtry, *H dgyia SrapSoper tude dog, x; 
kane $oth (faith he) is wont to ſpoil us, and to yield CT Tn, Chryſ: in Joly 
unich pazz ; No Man can cozen Nature, eſcaping the | 
lbour to which he was born ; but rather attempting it, will delude him- 
then finding moſt, when he ſhunneth all Labour. - | 

oth indeed doth affect Eaſe and Quiet ; but by affeting them doth 
them 3 It hateth Labour and Trouble, but by hating them, doth incur 
i; It is a ſelf-deſtroying Vice, not — thoſe who cheriſh it, 
dizidle, but creating much Work, and multiplying Pains unto thetn ; 
moing them into divers Neceſſities and Streights, which they cannot ſup- 
with Eaſe, and out of which without extream_Trouble they cannot 
ricate themſelves : Of this the Preacher doth afford us a plain Inſtance; 
mech ſothfulneſs (faith he) the building decayeth, and through idleneſs of 
Rand; the houſe droppeth through ; A little Care taken at firſt about re- 
Wing the Houſe, would have faved its Decay and Ruin ; and conſequent- 
Ihe vaſt Charge and Trouble, becoming needful to re-edifie it : And the 
Edth happen in moſt other ' Caſes and Occurrences of Life : Idlenefs 
Mmonly doth ler {lip Opportunities and Advantages, which cannot with 
Whe retrieved; it ltreth things fall into a bad Caſe, out of which they 
Ulardly be recovered. 


Ecclel, 1 G12, 


The 


1Q2 Of Induſtry in general. Vol. 1. 
The certain Conſequences of it (Diſgrace, Penury, want of Experieng,, 
diſobliging and loſing Friends, with all the like Miſchiefs) cannot be; ſup- 
ported without much Diſquiet ; and they diſable a Man from redreſſing 
the Inconvenienccs into which he is plunged. - OS 2; 
But Induſtry by a little voluntary Labour taken in due Place and Seaſon 
doth ſave much neceſſary Labour afterward, and by moderate Care doth | 
prevent intolerable Diſtreſs ; and the Fruits of it (Wealth, Reputation 
Skill and Dexterity in Aﬀairs, Friend{hips, all Advantages of F ortune) do 
enable a Man to paſs his Lite with great Eaſe, Comfortand Delight, © 
- 2, Induſtry doth beget Eaſe by procuring good Habits, and Facility of 
acting things expedient for us to do. By taking Pains to day we ſhall 
need leſs Pains to Morrow ; -and by continuing the Exerciſe, within i 
while we ſhall need no Pains at all, but perform. the molt difficult Taxks 
of Duty, or of Benefit to us with perte& Eaſe, yea commonly with great 
Pleaſure. What ſhuggiſh People account hard and irkſome (as to ri6 
early, to hold cloſe to Study, or Buſineſs, to bear ſome Hardihip) will 
be natural and ſweet ;- as proceeding from another Nature, raiſed jy vs 
gs "1 doth breed Aſſurance and Courage, needful for the undertakin 
and Proſecution of all necellary Buſineſs, or for the Performance of- 


Duties incumbent on us. G 
No:Man can quite decline Buſineſs, or diſengage himſelf from 

without infinite. Damage and Miſchief accruing to himſelf ; but theſe an 
induſtrious Man( confiding in this efficacious Quality) will ſet upon- with 

Alacrity, and Ditpatch with Facility, his Diligence voiding Obſtacles and 
ſmoothing the way to him; whenas Idleneſs finding ſome Difficulties: 

and fanſying more, foon dithearteneth, and cauſeth- a Man to defit from 
Action, rather chuſing to crouch andep the Burthen,than by Endeayourto 

carry it through, to diſcharge himſelf thereof:: Whence as to an; Induſt» 

ous Man things-ſceming difticult will prove eaſie, fo to a. ſlothful-Perſon 
_ the eaſieſt things will appear impoſlible ; - accarditg to. 

* OL Y) Solomon s Qbſervation : The. way (faith-.he) of *-a ſloth: 
| PAT Hans vcpatar, a; 3 1 Jul man is an bedge of thorns, but the way of the upright. 
erd)dav Trpmpwas, | - is made plain; whereas a {lothful Man, | being apt'to 
| _ neglect his Obligations, is oppoſed to an upright-'Man, 
whq hath a conſcionable regard to them, and is willing to. take Pains/in 
the Diſcharge of them ::-S0 it is declared, that to the one the way is-rough' 
and thorny, -to the other beaten and expedite. ' lg ol 


prov, 22, 13,4843... , Andagain, The ſlothful man (faith he) doth ſay,"thww 


Ilegpodilerar th hh bxomgdes Aer is a Liou without, I ſhall be:ſlain inthe ſtreets ; he 15 yer! 
an by F bigger 7 AaTHals perT% ant tg Conceit; or to pretend- imaginary Difficulties-and 
Hazards, and thence to. be deterred from going abaut his Buſineſs, or-d0- 
'Oudty Emu; Bt flop, 6 144 oghdpe 10g, his Duty. This Conſideration of S. Chry/oſtome dot 
Capo 1 enax ves 0 Avg ge aavery 9x- propole, exciting to an earneſt Purſuit, of-- Vertue;.I 
yer ſer fond Foes 3 at... cauſe There js (faith he) wothing, ſo eafie which "0 
ler: Chryſ. Tom.E, Or. 15.P. 144. - great ſloth doth not repreſent very grievous aud burthet 
I onda eroe9u2.” Jome ; nothing ſo painful and diffcult, which Diligence and 
thay 2 "f 4 willingneſs do not ſhew to be very eafie, 3% 
3- We may conſider that Induſtry will ſweeten all our Enjoyments, and 
{calon them with a grateful Reliſh ; for as no Man can well enjoy himſelf p 
or find found Content in any thing, while Buſineſs or Duty lie unfinibed 
on his Hand; ſo when he hath done his beſt toward the: Liſparch of Bs 
Work, he will then comfortably take his Eaſe, and enjoy his Pleaſure; 
then his Food doth taſt ſavourily, then his Divertiſements and RecTen 
4 
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We 2 lively Guſtfulneſs, then his Sleep is very ſound and pleaſant, accor- | 

; Wis tothat of tlic Preacher, The ſleep of a labouring man is ſweet. A $- 12. 
> Wi; Eſpecially thoſe Accommodations prove moſt delightful, which our © 

> Whiiſtry hath procured to us ; we looking on them with a ſpecial Tender- 


v6 of AﬀeCtion, an the Children of our Endeavour ; we being ſenſible cui ſit condiris 
what Coſts of Care and Pain we did purchaſe them. If a Man getteth 4 /neput- 
Wea th by Fraud or Violence, if he riſeth to Preferment by Flattery, De- Hor. Ep L 1. 
mation, or any bad Arts; he. can never taſte any good Savour, or find 

Fand Comfortin them ; Aud from what cometh merely by chance, as 

there is no Commendation due, ſo much Satisfaction will not ariſe ? 'Tis 
teWiſe-man's Obſervation, The ſlot hful man roaſteth not that which he took in 

ating, and therefore it cannot be very grateful to him ; but (addeth he) 

ance of a diligent man is precious ; that is, what a Man compaſſeth Prov..r2. 27, 
honeſt Induſtry, that he is apt highly to prize ; he triumpheth in it, 

wd(in St. Paul's Senſe innocently) boalleth of it ; he feeleth a ſolid Plea- 1 Cor. 5. 15- 
ire. and a pure Complacency therein ; the manner of getting it doth 

more pleaſe him than the thing it ſelf; as true Hunters do love the Sport 

gore than the Quarry, and generous Warriours more rejoice in the Victory 

tan in the Spoil ; For our ſoul ( as St. Chryſoſtome dil- : z 

ur eth) 7s more affeted with thoſe things, for which it TTeet SESY > (46, NOV I Wt Mare - 
th laboured : for which Reaſon( addeth he) God hath mix'd A ee mt ary kr 
abours with Vertue it ſelf, that he might endear it to us, CexeywE-. Chryſ. in Joh, Orat, 36. 
Te farther, 

"5. The very Exerciſe of Induſtry immediately in it ſelf is delightful, 

md hath an innate Satisfaction which tempereth all Annoyances, andeven 

wratiateth the Pains going with it. 

"The very Settlement of our Mind on fit Objects, or its Acquieſcence in 

Werminate Action, conducing to a good End, whereby we are freed of 

Wubt, DiſtraCtion, and faſtidious Littleſneſs, doth miniſter Content. 

_ TheReflexion upon our having embraged a wile Choice, our Procee- 


1 
[; 


Wein a fair Way, our being in chace of a good Purpoſe, doth breed 
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Umplacence. 

- Toconſider that weare ſpending our time accomptably, and improving 
arTalents to good Advantage (to the Service of God, the Benefit of our 
pour, the bettering of our own State) is very chearing and com- 
Urtable. 


wy 


"And whereas I» a Labour (as the Wiſe-man telleth us) there is profit, the 


= 
no 


eſght of that Profit affordeth Pleaſure, the foretaſting the good Fruits 
tour Induſtry is very delicious, © . | 


x. Prov. 14. 23s 


EEALESTFSETY EEMESTSSD 


w% | Hope indeed doth ever wait on Induſtry : And what is more delightful 

ak Hope ? This is the Incentive, the Support, the Condiment of all honeſt 

lo- rin Virtife whereof the Husbandman toileth, the Merchant trudgeth, 

uk WI =dcholar ploddeth, the Soldier dareth with Alacrity ORE 

he- wd Courage, not reſenting any Pains, not regarding any Aon difficultate Letus ſpem ſe- 


War rds which attend their Undertakings : This the ho- getis de labore meritur, Apud Aug. Ep. 142; 
WApoftles tell us did enable them with Joy to ſuſtain all x” "bog oP. om 9 

Er painful Work, and hazardous Warfare ; enjoining us 2 Cor. 3. 12. 1 John 3:3 

02s to work with fear, ſo to rejoice in hope. Pee. 0 Je INE, 3. TS. 

| n fine, Induſtry doth free us from great Diſpleaſure, by redeeming us 

an the Moleſtations of Idleneſs, which is the ntoſt tegious and irklome 

map the World, racking our Soul with anxious Suſ= |. dl wi the hebet ape 
I, and perplexing Diſtraction ; ſtarving it for want gc. i 
Chtifactory Entertainment, or cauſing it to feed on 0risſo in orio animus neſcit quid quidem 
$07 Heart by doleful Gonſiderations ; infeſting it > &* Exows St _ + $4 
3s Ge | Wit 
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Kai 7 duderegr juror dy ev3pors Boe ith very trul at thee 7 
yp E017 Of Tels ; 71 p40 x MgO TEEN Jof y R rd 2 th I nothing ; 
6 rad; moghTiC0 3 [verav © NAE91 T8- pleaſant, more painful, more miſerable than a Man the * 


with Crowds of frivolous melancholick, troubleſome ſinging Thowan, 
galling it with a Senſe of our ſ{quandring away precious time, - En | 
{lipping fair Opportunities, of our not uſing the Abilities: and Advanrac... 

granted us, to any Profit or Fruit : Whence St. of. 


more uy- 


10 S061, 987 p4R 1 texlweres e- hath nothing to do : Is not this (faith he) worſe th 
% 5 ® , ce : 7 an t | 
map7hs 6H) 7 ©3065 rpSadver, ip thouſand Chains, to hang in fuſpence, and be contin "ul 


Tss raztopras, Chryl. in AR.,Or. 35. 


: gaping, looking on thoſe who are preſent > 1n deed i | 
ſtricteſt Impriſonment is far more tolerable, than-being under Reſtraing by 
2 lazy Humour from profitable Employment : This enchaineth a Man, hang 
and foot, with more than Iron Fetters : This is beyond any Impriſonment. 


onum eftvivi Tt, is the very Entombment of a Man, quite in Effet ſequeſtring him from 


hominis ſepul- 
Fur a, 


the World, or debarring him from any valuable Concerns therein. - 
if Liberty be &znx avrorpz3i25, a power of doing what one liketh beſt ; then 
is he, who by his Sloth is diſabled from doing any thing wherein he cn 
find any reaſonable SatisfaCtion, the verieſt Slave that can be; from which 
Slavery Induſtry freeing us, and diſpoſing us to perform chearfully what. ' 
ever is convenient, thereby doeth us a great Pleaſure. Farther, 

6- Let us conſider, that Induſtry doth afford a laſting Comfort, 
ſited in the Memory and Gonſcience of him that praCtiſeth it. It will 
ever upon his reviewing the Paſſages of his Life, be ſweet to him to be- 
hold in them Teſtimonies and Monuments of his Diligence ; it will pleaſe 
him to conſider, that he hath lived to purpoſe, having done ſomewhat 
conſiderable ! that he hath made an advantageous uſe of his time; that | 
he hath well husbanded the Talents committed to him ; that he hath ac- 
compliſh'd (in ſome meaſure) the Intents of God's Bounty, and made 
ſome Return for his excellent Gifts. What Comfort indeed can any Man 
have, yea, how ſore Remorſe muſt he feel in reflecting upon a Life fpent in 
unfruitful and unprofitable Idleneſs > How can he otherwiſe than bewail 


Diu fait, nw 1is Folly and Baſeneſs in having lived (or rather having only been) in 


diu vixit. 


Matth, 25. 2 


vain ; as the Shadow and Appearance of a Man ; in having laviſhed his 
Days, in having buried his Talents, in having imbezilled his Faculties of 
Nature, and his Advantages from Providence ; in having defeated the good 

; Will of God, and endeavourd no Requital to the munificent Goodnels of 
' his Maker, of his Preſerver, his benign Lord and Maſter, his gracious 
Saviour and Redeemer 2 how without Confuſion, can he in his Mind r& 
volve, that he hath no-wiſe benefited the World, and profited his Neglr 
bour, or obliged his Friends, or rendred to his Country, (to the Society: 
or Community of which he is a Member) amends for all the Safety and 


Quiet, the Support, the Convenience, "and the Pleaſure he hath enjoyed | 


under its ProteQtion, and in its Boſom ? that -he hath not born. a come 


petent Share in the common Burthens, or paid a due Contribution of his 


Care and Labour to the publick Welfare? How can ſuch a Man look inward 
upon himſelf with a favourable Eye, or pardon himſelf for ſo loathſoms 
Defaults 2 | | 

7. Let us conſider, that Induſtry doth argue a generous and ingenuows 
Complection of Soul. | 

It implieth a Mind not content with mean and vulgar things (ſuch 8 
Nature dealeth to all, or Fortune ſcattereth about) but aſpiring to things 
of high worth, and purſuing them in a brave Way, with adventurous 
Courage, by its own Forces, through Difficulties and Obſtacles. | 

It Ggnifieth ina Man a Heart, not enduring to owe the Suftenance of 


Convenience of his Life to the Labour or the Liberality of others ; to us 
a 
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Livelihood from the World ; to reap the Benefit of other Mens Careand 

'Toil, without rendring a full Compenſation, or out-doing his private Obli- 

gutions by conſiderable Service and Beneficence to the Publick. 

ZAnoble Heart will diſdain to ſubſiſt like a Drone upon the Hony gathers 

ed by others Labour ; like a Vermin to filch its Food out of the publick 

Granary ; or like a Shark to prey on the leſſer Fry ; but will one way or o- 

ther earn his Subſiſtence : For he that doth not earn, can hardly own his 

Freed, as St. Paul implieth, when he faith, Them that are ſuch we command 3.37% 3:12- 
"ad exhort by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that with quietneſs they work, and eat aproy. 

their own bread. 

= Of this generous Ingenuity we have a notable Inſtance in that great 

fe himſelt ; which he doth often. repreſent as a Pattern to us, profeſ- x cor. g. 14. 
fog much Complacence therein ; He with all Right and Reaſon might have 

qallenged a comfortable Subſiſtence from his Diſciples, in recompence for 2 Thef. 3. 9. 
theincomparable Benefits he did confer on them, and of the exceflive -- 1 
ins he did endure for their Good ; this he knew well,” but yet did rather ' "#3 
quſe to ſupport himſelf by his own Labour, than any wiſe to ſeem bur- 

thenſome or troubleſome to them : Theſe hands (faid he) have miniſtred As 20. 34, 
tomy neceſſities, and to them that are with me ; I have ſhewed you all things, as h 
tht ſo Jabouring ye ought to ſupport the weak, and to remember the words of 2 Theft. 3. 8. 
urLord Jeſus, how he ſaid, Tt is more Bleſſed to give than to receive. This : =_ - png 
mthe Pratice of him, who was in Laboars moſt abundant.; and ſuch is the 2 cor. eek. 
(nu of every Man, who upon Principles of Conſcience, Reaſon and 

'Fonour, is induſtrious. Of him it may. be faid, as of Solomon's good | 
flaſewife; She ſeeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands ED 20e-5Y, 
ſei like the merchants ſhip, ſhe bringeth her food from afar ; ſhe looketh well ® - 
ther houſhold, and eateth not the bread of idleneſs. 

; Sth is a baſe Quality, the Argument of a Mind wretchedly degene- 

ate and mean ; which is content to grovel in .a deſpicable State ; which 

ancth at no worthy thing, © nor purſueth any thing in a laudable way ; 

xch difpoſeth a Man to live gratis (precariouſly) and ingratefully on 
plc Stock, as an inſignificant Cypher among Men, as a Burthen of 

be Earth, as a Wen of any Society ; ſucking aliment from ir, but yield- 

no Benefit or Ornament thereto. 

+8, Induſtry is a Fence to Innocence and Vertue ; a Bar to all kind of 
mand Vice, guarding the Avenues of our Heart keeping off the Occa- 
lns2nd Temptations to- vicious Practice. When a Man -is engaged in 

neſt Employment, and ſeriouſly intent thereon, his Mind is prepoſleſ- 
and filled, ſo that there is no room or vacancy for ill thoughts, or baſe 

Kipns tocreep in 3 his Senſes do not lie open to enſnaring Objets; he 

kits Leiſure and Opportunity of granting Audience to the Sollicitations 
Clinful Pleaſure ; and is apt to anſwer them with a hs Pos 
Wwacat ; the Devil can hardly find Advantage of tem- pero. firm. hom. v. cap. 7. | 
pk at leaſt many Devils cannot get Acceſs to 

according to that Obſervation in Caſſtan, A work- Operans monadhus uno den:one palſatar, 
" Monk is efantred by one Devil, but an idle one is i= 239 gl ne ns 
led by numberleſs bad Spirits. The Caſe of Men or- GAGs 
warly 5 like to that of AZgyſthus. FR OY 

—ne ntl ageretur, amavit, Remed. | 
er than do nothing, he was ready to do ill ; he not having Buſineſs 
v employ his Thoughts, wanton Defires did infinuate themſelves into his 
art, and tranſported him to that diſaſtrous Wickedneſs, which ſupplied 


- 
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| iter to ſo many Tragedies: And the like Inſtance the Sacred Hiſtory 2 =: £1+2e 
po wpeſted in King David who walking. (tis ſaid) on the roof of his Fowe. 
"= | | | GCC 2 | his 
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his Mind then roving, and being untacked from honeſt Cares, that Ta. 


ptation ſeized on him, whereby he was plunged into that woful Miſtk. . 
meanour, which did create to him ſo much Sorrow, did make ſuch a ſpot 


in his Life, and leave ſuch' a Blur on his Memory, whence yet. we ma 
draw ſome Benefit, taking it as a profitable Document and Warning, hoy 
Idleneſs doth expoſe the beſt Men to Danger. 

Idleneſs is indeed the Nurſery of Sins, which as naturally grow up 


therein as Weeds in a neglected Field, or InſeCts in a ſtanding Puddle, 


Ecelus. 33.27. 1leneſs teacheth much evil. It is the generdl Trap, whereby every Tem- 
pter aſſayeth to catch our Soul : Forthe Mind being looſe from Care, Satan 
is ready to ſtep in with his Suggeſtions, the World preſenteth. its Allure 
ments, fleſhly Deſires riſe up ; proud, froward, wanton Cogitations ſlip 
in; ill Company doth entice, ill Example is regarded, every Temptation 
doth object and impreſs it ſelf with great Advantage and Force ; Men in 
ſuch a caſe being apt to cloſe-and comply with Temptations, even to'd& 

| ; vert their Mind, and entertain themſelves, to cure 

Intendes animum fludiis, & rebus boneflis, Ther LiſtJeſneſs, to paſs their time, committing Sin, 

Invidia vel amore vigil torquebere ——» for want of better Occupation. ' Hence in Places, where 

Hor. Ep. 12 there is leaſt Work, the worſt Sins do moſt prevail ; and 


Idleneſs therefore was by the Prophet reckoned one of the three great | 
Sins of Sodom, Parents of the reſt : Behold (faith Ezekiel ) this was the ' 


miquity of thy fiſter Sodom ; pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idle- 
Ezck. 16. 49. yeſs was in her : Hence it ſeldom doth happen in any way of Life, that a 
Sluggard and a Rake-hell donot go together, or that he whois jdle, tsnot 
alſo diſlolute. | | p 

9. Particularly Induſtry doth prevent the Sins of vain Curioſity, Prap- 
maticalneſs, troubleſome Impertinency, and the like Peſts of common 

Life, into which Perſons not diligently following their own Buſineſs, will 
aſſuredly fall. We hear (faith St. Paul to the Er gnd that " thert 

are ſome who walk among you diſorderly, working not at a 
oo Enki «nd ejreya- but are buſie-bodies ; "tis of wonder, + they by not fy 
Copkrss, Working nothing, bur over- 17 a], that they ſhould walk diſorderly ; or that quite 
_ neglecting their own Concerns, they ſhould Teezipate 
ores, overwork, or be too buſie in matters not belonging to them, intru- 
ding themſelves into the Afﬀairs of their Neighbours : For there isa natural 
Connection between theſe things, ſince every Man muſt be thinking, 
muſt be doing, muſt be ſaying ſomewhar, to ſpend his Leiſure,to uphold Cons 
verſation, to pleaſe himſelf and gratifie others, to appear ſomebody among 
his Companions : to avoid the Shame of being quite out of Employment: 
Wherefore not having the Heart to mind his own Afﬀairs, he will take the 
Boldneſs to meddle with the Concerns of other Men : If he cannot have 
the Subſtance, he will ſet up an Idol of Buſineſs, and ſeem very ative 1t 
his Impertinency. In order thereto, being curioufly inquiſitive, and pry- 
ing into the Diſcourſe, Actions and Afﬀairs of all Men. This Mel areapt 


_ to dointheir own Defence : and beſides, Idleneſs doth put Men into 2 
looſe, gariſh, wanton Humour, diſpoſing them without Heed or Regard 


to meddle with any thing, to prattle at any rate. In fine, whoever hati 


no Work at home, will be gadding to ſeek Entertainment abroad, like thoſe 


: Tim, 5. 3, Goſlips of whom St. Paul faith, They learn to be idle, wandring about 
from houſe to houſe ; and not only idle, but tatlers alſo, and buſte bodies, ſpec 
king things which they ought not : If indeed we conſider, all the frivolous 
and petulant Diſcourſe, the impertinent Chattings, the raſh Cenſures, the 
ſpitetul Detractions which are fo rite in the World, and fo much Poiſon 


all Converſation, we ſhall find the main Root of them to be a want s Z 
Ut 
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-jn Men, or of diligent Attendance on their own Matters ; which 


fart or Leiſure to ſearch into, or comment upon other Mens Actions and 
Concerns. | 
w=_ Let us conſider that Induſtry is needful in every Coridition and Sta- 
fon, in every Calling and way of Life, inall relations, for our good Beha- 
jour, and right Diſcharge of .our Duty in them. Without it we cannot 
maoy ſtate act oor. LF tnoreny — 4 the Benefit and Satisfaction 
others, or to our own Advantage and Comtort. 

Ge werich? then is Induſtry requiſite for keeping 'and ſecuring our 
Valth, for nan it wiſely, for employing it to its proper Uſes, :and 
eſt Advantages; (in the ſervice of God, in Beneficence toour Neighbour, 
nadvancing publick Good) fo that we may render a good Accompt to 
km who hath entruſted us with the Stewardſhip thereof : Induſtry is 
xy needful to guard us from the Temptations and Miſohiefs to which 
Fealth doth expoſe us, that it do not prove a treacherous Snare, an un- 
yaldy Burthen, a deſtructive Poiſon and Plague to us, throwing us into 
Inde.and Vanity, into Luxury, into Stupidity, into diſtracting Solicitude, 
wp dg and earthly temper of Heart, into a prophane Oblivion 
God, and of our own Souls. ' | 

+ Are we in conſpicuous Rank of Dignity, or in Honour and Repute a- 
nong Men? then is Induſtry requiſite to keep us faſt in that State, to hold 
wirom tumbling from that Pinacle down into extream Diſgrace ; for theri 
[Eyes are upon us, ſtritly: obſerving what we do, and ready' to paſs 
(aſute on our AAtions ; ſo that great Diligence is neceſſary to approve 
weſelves, and ſhun Obloquy. Nothing is more brittle than Honour, 'e- 
Ky little thing hitting on 1t, is able to break it, and therefore without 
aceeding Care we cannot preſerve it ; Nothing is more variable or fickle 
lan the Opinions of Men (wherein Honour conſifteth) it is therefore 
- Wale matter to fix or detain them in the ſame Place. 

, | Honour cannot live without Food or Fuel; it muſt be nouriſhed by 
mity Actions ; without a continual Supply of them, it will decay, lan- 


» ph, and pine away : Induſtry therefore is required to keep it ; and no 
i bisneceſlary to uſe it well, in a due Subordination to God's Honour, and 
p Iekrence to his Service, that inſtead of an Ornament and Convenience, 
- W'vaot prove a baneful Miſchief to us ; puffing up our Minds with vain 
" ceits and Complacencies; inclining us to Arrogance and Contempt of 
Wl Mes, tempting us by aſſuming to our ſelves torob God of his due Glory ; 
ky biecine which Evils great Care is requiſite; we muſt ltave a ſteady Ba- 
be ll, and we mnft hold the Rudder warily, when we carry fo great Sail; 


ve © the other hand, are we poor and' low in the World ; or do'we lie 
Ny 28 Diſgrace? then do we much need Induſtry to ſhun Extremities 'of 
y- atand Ignominy ; that we be not ſwallow'd up and overwhelm'd 'by 
pt kd or Contempt ; to ſupport us under our Preſſures, to keep up our 
* Ws from Dejection and Diſconſolateneſs ; to preſerve us from impious 
id lbontentedneſs and Impatience : Induſtry is the only Remedy of that 
th lition, enabling us to get out of it, retrieving a Competence of Wealth 
TMCredit ; or diſpoling us to bear it handſomely, and with Comfort ; ſo 
1: MI to become forlorn or abject Wretches, * | 
i WM 5 foneedful to every Condition ; and it is fo for all Vocations ; for, 
ous kaMan 2 Governour, or a Superiour in any Capacity? Then what- is 
the {=P 2 publick Servant doom'd to continual Labour, hired for the 
ſort (2's of Reſpect and Pomp to wait on his People ; in providing for their 
&ds, protecting their Safety, preſerving their Peace and Welfare ; ww 
try 0 


yould ſo much take up- their Spirit and time, that they would have little . 


Vitrea fama 
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of Induſtry in general. 


| ſcription of a Prince isa good one; One who hath much People and may 


Labor in negotio, fortitude in periculs, Prince or General, wherein he did excel, labour in 
induſtria in agendo, celeritas in conficiendo, 


conſulium in providendo, (Fc. Cic. prolege 


Manil. 


 Rtions thereof 2 He is engag'd in great Obligations and Neceſitties of uſing 


is he but on a Stage, wherean he cannot well at his part, without vioits, 
Attendance to his Charge, and conſtant Activity in performing all the Fug. 


extream Diligence, both in regard to himſelf and others. Fomer's De. 


Cares committed to him : 

"Q AauT bIrterpaparai, 2, TWO juke pA. ; 
He muſt watchfully look to - his own Steps, ' who is to guide others by 
his Authority and his Example. All his Actions require ſpecial Cond 
not only his own Credit and Intereſt, but the common Welfare dependi 
thereon. He muſt heedfully adviſe what to do, he muſt diligently exe- 
cute what he reſolveth on. He hath the moſt ticklith things thar can he + 
(the Rights and Intereſts, the Opinions and Humours of Men) to man 
He hath his own Aﬀedtions to curb and guide, that they be not perverted by 
any ſiniſter Reſpect, not ſwayed by any unjuſt Partiality, not corrupted by 
Flattery orFear. He will find, that to wield Power innocently, to brandith 
the Sword of Juſticediſcreetly and worthily, for the Maintenance of Ri 
and Enconragement of Vertue, -for the Suppreilion of Injury, and Cores 
ion of Vice is a matter of no ſmall Skill or ſlight Care. ; 

Induſtry is indeed a Qyality moſt proper for Perſons of high Rank and 
Dignity , or of great Power and Authority ; who have ſpecial Oppony- 
nities to employ it in weighty Afﬀairs to great Advantage ; whoſe Under- 
takings being of vaſt moment do need anſiverable Efforts to moye and 
guide them : The Induſtry of a Mechanick, or a Ruſtick, ating in a low 
and narrow Sphere can effet no great Matter, and therefore it ſelf need 
not to-be great; but the Induitry of a Prince, of a Nobleman, of a 
Gentleman may have a large and potent Influence, ſo as to render a N# 
tion, a County, a Town, happy, proſperous, glorious, flouriſhing in 
Peace, in Plenty, in Vertue ; it therefore for atchieving ſuch Purpoſe 
need be, and ſhould be proportionably great ; a ſmall Power not being | 
able to move a great Weight, nor a weak, Cauſe to produce a mighty 
Effet. Wherefore Cicero recommending Pompey for a publick Charge, 
doth reckon theſe to be the [mperatoriz virtutes, Qualities —- 


neſs, Valour in Dangers, Induſtry in atting, Nimbleneſsin 
Performance, Counſel in providing. And Alexander 


PF ? 
. L 


the Great , reflecting on his Friends degeneraring unto 


Aw rarly Bo Ti reve @r, 325e- Sloth and Luxury, told them, that #* was a moſt Jlaviſ 
xaT&70Y I mover,Plut.inAlex. Þ. 1262. thing to luxuriate, and a moſt royal thing to labour. © 


Mat. 25. 25, 


And for thoſe who move in a lower Orb of Subjection or Service, | 
need not ſhew how needful Induſtry is for them : Who knoweth not that 
to be a good Subje, doth exact a careful Regard to the Commands of 
Superiours, and a painful Diligence in obſerving them > that to make 3 
good Servant, Fidelity and Diligence muſt concur ; whereof the firit doth 
ſuppoſe the laſt, it being a part of Honeſty in a Servant to be diligent; 
whence 93ae mwnps & Gxmp?, O thou wicked and ſlothful Servant, were inthe 


_ Goſpel well coupled ; and the firſt Epithet was grounded on the ſecond, ts 


being therefore wicked, becauſe he had been (lothtful. ; 
Neither can a Man be a true Friend, or a good Neighbour, or any-wiſe 
a good Relative, without Induſtry diſpoſing him to undergo Pains, 10 
forming good Offices, whenever Need doth require, or Occaſion invite. 
In fine, it is palpable, that there is no Calling of any fort, irom the 
Sceptre to the Spade, the Management whereof with any good Suceels, 


any Credit, any SatisfaQtion doth not demand much Work ot the Head, i 


of the Hand, or of both. 
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= ; XIKX. of Thdu ſtry in gener al. 


7 Wit or Wiſdom be the Head, if Honeſty be the Heart, Induſtry is 
Right Hand of every Vocation ; without which the ſhrewdeſt Inſight 
the beſt Intention can execute nothing. 


bo 


x Sluggard is qualified for no Office, no Calling, no Station among Men, 


Sia mere No-body ; taking uproom, peſtering and clogging the World. 

3%. It alſo may deſerve our Conſideration, that it is Induſtry, where- 

art epublick State of the World, and of each Commonweal therein is 

E*4btcd for its being, in all Conveniencies and Embelliſhments belonging 

Þ Life, advanc'd above rude and ſordid Barbariſm ; yea whereto Man- 

tid doth owe all that good Learning, that Morality, thoſe Improvements 

Soul, which elevate us beyond Brutes. 

®7To induſtrious Study is to be aſcribed the Invention and PerfeQion of 

thoſe Arts whereby Human Life is civilized, and the World cultivated 

ah oumberleſs Accommodations, Ornaments and Beauties. 

*All the comely, the ſtately, the pleaſant, and uſeful Works, which 

me do view with Delight, or enjoy with Comfort, Induſtry did contrive 

tem, Induſtry did frame them. | 

"Induſtry reared thoſe magnificent Fabricks, and thoſe commodious 
fouſes; it formed thoſe goodly Pictures and Statues; it raiſed thoſe con- 

ent Cauſcys, thoſe Bridges, thoſe Aquedudts ; "it planted thoſe fine 

Gadens with various Flowers and Fruits z it cloathed thoſe pleaſant 

eds with Corn and Graſs, it built thoſe Ships, whereby we plough the 

&s reaping the -Commodities of foreign Regions. It hath ſubjected 

a Creatures to our Command and Service, enabling us to ſubdue the 

fceſt, to catch the wildeſt, to render the gentler fort moſt traQtable 

ad uſeful to us. It taught us from the Wool of the Sheep, from the Hair 

{the Goat, from the Labours of the Silk-worm to weave us Cloaths to 

ep us warm, to make us fine and gay. It helpeth us from the inmoſt 

towels of the Earth to fetch divers needful Tools and Utenſils. = 

| tcolleted Mankind into Cities, and compacted them into orderly 

acties, and deviſed wholſome Laws under ſhelter whereof we enjoy 

Wety and Peace, Wealth and Plenty, mutual Succour and Defence, ſweet 
(averſation and beneficial Commerce. 

thy Meditation did invent all thoſe Sciences where- 7! vaiaraſu meditands extunderet artes 
IF our Minds are enriched and enabled, our Manners pet Virg. Georg, 1 
wrfined and poliſhed, our Curioſity . is ſatisfied, our 
likis benefited. 

| What is there, which we admire, or wherein we delight, that pleaſeth 
os or gratifieth our Senſe, for the which we are not beholden to 


| 
' Doth any Country flouriſh in Wealth, in Grandeur, in Proſperity ? it 
Aſt be imputed to Induſtry, to the Induſtry of its Govyernours ſctling 
(9d Order, to the Induſtry of its People following profitable Occupations: | 
bdd Cato, in that notable Oration of his in Salluſt, tell the Roman Senate, Cato apudSal. 
Wit was not by the Force of their Arms, but by the Induſtry of their An- ® bells Catil. 
iſtors that Commonwealth did ariſe to ſuch a Pitch of Greatneſs. When 
WM) creepeth in, then all things corrupt and decay ; then the publick State 
Oh fink into Diſorder, Penury, and a diſgraceful Condition. 
{k, Induſtry is commended to us by all forts of Example, deſerving 
URegard and Imitation. All Nature is a Copy thereof, and the whole 
"0 a Glaſs, wherein we may behold this Duty repreſented to us. 
| Ne may eaſily obſerve every Creature about us inceſſantly working to- 
Ws the End tor which it was deſigned, indefatigably exerciſing the | 
Wers with which it is eadued ; diligently obſerving the Laws * its 
| re- 


VS 


I Of Induſtry in "general. 


ts am. 


their own Beings, or to the Furtherance of common Good. 


The Heavens do row! about with unwearied Motion, the Sun apa 


Stars do perpetually dart their Influences ; the Earth is ever labourins 


the Birth and Nouriſhment of Plants ; the Plants are drawing $a "Ap | 


ſprouting out Friiits and Seeds (to feed us, and propagate themſelves .* 
the Rivers are running, the Seas are toſſing, the Winds. are bluſterins 1 
keep the Elements ſweet, in which we live. | 
Dre £6, Solomon ſendeth us to the Ant, and biddeth us to conſider her ' way 


(which provideth her meat in the ſummer, and gathereth her food in the 


harveſt) many ſuch Inſtructers we may find in Nature ; the like induftri- 


ous Providence we may obſerve in every living Creature ; «we may { 


this running about, that ſwimming, another flying in Purveyance of jt; 
Food and Support. | 


If we look up higher to rational and intelligent Natures, ſtill more no- 


ble and appoſite Patterns do obje themſelves to us. 

Here below every Field, every Shop, every Street, the Hall, the 
Exchange, the Court it ſelf (all full of Buſineſs, and Fraught with the 
Fruits of Induſtry) do mind us how neceſlary Induſtry is to us _* 

If we conſult Hiſtory, we ſhall there find, that the beſt Men have 
been moſt induſtrious ; that all great Perſons, renowned for heroical Gogd- 


neſs (the worthy Patriarchs, the holy. Prophets, the bleſſed Apoſtles) 


were for this moſt commendable, that neglecting their private Eaſe, they 
did undertake difficult, Enterprizes, they did undergo painful Labours for 


| ro IT:27. / C. , , 
a ; 1: wy Fo: in labours and toilſome pains for thoſe Purpoſes. 


Our great Example, the Life of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, what was it 
but one continual Exerciſe of Labour 2 His Mind did ever ſtand bent in 


A510. Careful Attention, ſtudying to do good ; his Body was ever moving in 


weariſome Travel to the ſame Divine intent. 


If we yet ſoar farther in our Meditation to the ſuperiour Regions we 
ſhall there find the bleſſed Inhabitants of Heaven, the Courtiers and Mi- | 


=; 33e&y Miſters of God, very bufie and active ; They do vigilantly wait on Gods 
mvg&sy]: mpe- Throne in readineſs to receive and to diſpatch his Commands ; they are 
=o fe ever on the Wing, and fly about like Lightning to do his pleaſure. They 
2%, Orph. are attentive to our Needs, and ever ready to protec, to alſliſt, to relieve 


| 4p. ag us ! Eſpecially, they are diligent Guardians, and Succourers of good Men; 


pig: oficious ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for the heirs of ſalvation ; 1o even the 
Heb, 1,14. Seat of perfect Reſt is noPlace of Idlenels. rl 

Yea, God himſelf, although immoveably and infinitely happy, Ye 

immenſely careful, and everlaſtingly bufie : He reſted ey ror, that 

| reat Work of Creation ; but yet my father ( faith Our 

00 340. LO Se BY SF worketh ſtill ; and he age will reſt from Is 

Pſal. 121. 3. 127. 1 Zech. 4. 10: Works of Providence, and of Grace. His Eyes cot 

3 ORs 16+ $: tinue watchful over the World, and his Hands firetclr 

O ta bone omntpotens, qui fic curas us ed out 1n upholding it. -'He hath a ſingular Regard [0 

rumguemgre ſtun renqua ſlow ne7, eyery Creature, ſupplying the Needs of cach, and ſti 
pA fying the defires of all. | "Hg 

Plal. 145-15, Andſhall we alone be idle, while all things are ſo buſie? ſhall we keep 

(Prov. 5.21. Our Hands in our Boſom, or ſtretch our ſelves on our Beds of Lazinels, 

' while all the World about us is hard at work, in purſuing the Deſigns-'0 

Gen. 31: £9. 16s Creation ? Shall we be wanting to our ſelves, while '{o many thi 


Jer. 31.18. ge 


Creation. Even Beings void of Reaſori, of Senſe, of Life it ſelf do ſwag. 
unto us Reſemblances of Induſtry ; they being ſet in continual Adtion 54M 
ward the effeting reaſonable Purpoſes, . conducing to the Preſeryatio wer - 


Ng to 


the benefit of Mankind, they did paſs their Days, like St. Paul, & noms 
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” hour for our Benefit 2 Shall not ſuch a Cloud of Examples ſtir us to ſome 

F 'woultry, not to comply with ſo univerſal a PraQtice, to croſs all the World, 

" MW odifagree with every Creature, is it not very monſtrous and extravagant? 

[ſhould cloſe all this Diſcourſe with that, at which, in pitching on this 

Gbjet! chiefly did aim, an Application exhortatory to our ſelves, urging 

he Practice of this Vertue by Conſiderations peculiar to us as Fa. ay 

[1nd derived trom the Nature of our Calling ; but the doing this, requiring 

larger Diſcourſe than the time now will allow. 1fhall reſerve it to ano- 

ther Occaſion ; adding only one Conſideration more. 

13, Laſtly, 1f we conſider, we ſhall tind the Root and Source of all 

fie [nconveniences, the Miſchiets, the Wants, of which we are fo apt to 

\mplain, to be our Sloth ; and that there 1s hardly any of them, which 
mmonly we might not eaſily prevent or remove by Induſtry : Why is 

wy Man a Beggar, why contemptible, why ignorant, why vicious, why 

miſerable 2 why, but for this one Reaſon, becauſe he is ſlothful ! becauſe 

te will not labour to rid himſelf of thoſe Evils 2 What could we want, if 

je would but take the Pains to ſeek it, either by our Induſtry, or by our 

Jxvotion ? for where the firſt will not do, the ſecond cannot fail, to pro- 
are any good thing from him, who giveth zo all men liberally, and hath J** "+5: 
xmiſed to ſupply the Detect of our Ability by his free Bounty ; ſo that 

Foe join theſe two Induſtries (induſtrious Action, and induſtrious Pray- 375 we: 
&) there is nothing in the World ſo good, or ſo great, of which, if we ew gf" 
mecapable, we may not aſluredly become Maſters: And even for Induſtry Ilezowgnt- 
telf, eſpecially in the Performance of all our Duties towards God, let us £4"; 18 
4ndſtriouſly pray: Even ſo, The God of peace ſanftifigus wholly; and make Rom. 12. 12. 
8 ferfett in every good work to do his will, working in us that which is well yd : 
teofng in his fight ; through our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom for ever yeh. 13, 20. 
tallghory and praiſe. Amen. 
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0f Induſtry in our general Calling, 
3 as Chriſtians. 


5 i. ROM. XU. 12. - 
to 2 Not ſlothful in Buſmeſs. 


INduſtry.is a very eminent Vertue, being an Ingredient (or the Parent) Tony wt 
| O all other Vertues, of conſtant uſe upon all Occaſions, and having —_ 

- Influence upon all our Afﬀairs,. - _ non pigri, Vulg. 
| Foritis our Nature framed ; all our Powers of Soul and Body being 

WU for it, tending to it, requiring it for their Preſervation and rOm_ 
, : | weeY - 
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of Induſtry in ok general Calling, A Chriſtians. Volt 


We were deſigned for it in our firſt happy ſtate and upon our thu 


thence were farther doomed to it, as the fole Remedy of our Needs yi 
the Inconveniences to-which we became expoſed. For, tO M 
Without it we cannot well ſuſtain or ſecure our Life in the Enjoyment gf 
any Comfort or Convenience; we mult work «to earn our Food, on 
Cloathing, our Shelter ; and to ſupply every Indigency of Accommogz. 
tions, which our Nature doth crave. ned | ; 
To it God hath annexed the beſt and moſt deſirable Rewards ; Succe 
to. our Undertakings, Wealth, Honour, Wiſdom, Vertue, Salvation ; all. 
which as they flow trom God's Bounty, and depend on 'his Bleſſing ; 6 
from them they are uſually convey'd to us through our Induſtry, as the 
ordinary Chanel and Inſtrument of attaining them. m_ 
It is requiſiteto us, even for procuring Eaſe, and preventing a Neceſſity 
of immoderate Labour. | | EY. 
It is in it (elf ſweet and fatisfatory ; as freeing our Mind from Diſt. 
Eton, and wrecking Irreſolution ; as feeding us with good Hope, and 
yielding aFotetaſte of its good Fruits. 
It furniſheth us with Courage to attempt, and Reſolution to atchieye 
things needful, worthy of us, and profitable to us. ' 
It 1s attended with a good Conſcience, and chearful RefleQtions of having 
well ſpent our time, and employed our Talents to good Advantage, - 
 Itiweeteneth our Enjoyments, and ſeaſoneth our Attainments with 4 
delightful Reliſh. | 7 
It is the Guard of Innocence, and barreth our Temptations to Viee, ty 
Wantonneſs, to vain Curioſity and Pragmaticalneſs. | 
It argueth an ingerinous and generous Diſpoſition of Soul ; aſpiring 'to 
worthy things, and purſuing them in the faireſt Way ; diſdaining toe 
joy the common Benefits, or the Fruits of other Men's Labour withGut de 
ſerving them fromthe World, and requiting it for them. 


it is neceſſary for every Condition and Station, for every Calling, for 
every Relation ; no Man without it being able to deport himſelf well in 
any State, to manage any Buſineſs, to diſcharge iny ſort of Duty. 
To it the World is indebted for all the Culture, which advanceth it 
above rude*and ſordid Barbariſm ; for whatever in common Lifeis ſtately, 
or comely, or uſeful, Induſtry hath contrived it, Induſtry hath compoſed 
and tramed it. , | | | 
It is recommended to us by all ſort of Patterns conſiderable; forall 
Nature 1s continually buſie and ative in Tendency toward its proper De- 
ſigns; Heaven and Earth do work in unceſiant Motion ; Every living 
Creature is employed in progging for its Suſtenance ; The bleſſed Spints 
are always on the Wing in diſpatching the Commands of God, and ml- 
niflring Succour to us ; God himſelt is ever watchful, and ever buſie n 
preſerving the World, and providing for the needs of every Creature. 

' The Lives of our Bleſſed Saviour, of all the Patriarchs, the Prophets, 
the Apoſtles, the Saints in this reſpe&t have been more exemplary; 10 
Vertue being more conſpicuous in their Practice than Induſtry in periorm- 
ing the hard Duties, and painful Tasks impoſed on them for the Service 
of God, and the Benefit of Mankind. | 
| Such is the Vertue upon which I have formerly diſcourſed in general and 
at large, but ſhall now more ſpecially conſider, according to St. Pail's 
Preſcription ; in reference to its moſt proper Matter, Buſineſs, explaining 

and preſling it accordingly. 
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not Jlathful in buſineſs (that is in diſcharge of it) or to Zufineſs (that 
quodernk: it) this is the Rulo ; the Nature and Needfulneſs whereof we 
4all declare. 19" | 
"By azo) (Bufinefs) we may underſtarid any Obje&t of our Care and 
fydeavours which.doth require'then, and may deſerve them ; which by 
'2ſ6n of its Difficulty -cannot well be accompliſhed or attained without 
tm; and which is produQtive of ſome Fruitg.of Recompence anſwetable 
them 3 the which hath oper cauſam, a need of Labour, and oper pre- 
tw, ſome Effet worth our Paitis ; if it be notſuch it is not a due matter 
oyertuous and laudable Induſtry, _ 10 | | 
There are many things, about which Men gre N Earfieſtneſs em- 


joy themſelves, called Buſineſs, but not deſerving tfat Name : There are 
(vers ſpurious kinds of Induſiry, which may not preterid to Commen- 
tion, but rather do merit Blame ; according to that 

o& St. Chry/oſtom , Labour which hath uo Pre 

Hain any Praiſe. 


AY f ae ects® s . FY« % mois teryous ov TE row du 
whabqur and Care, things valuable in themſelves; Feuþ 26d 5s CIT cance > hag 


poiten a running /'out of the-way,, which iis worſe t452 5 ireud 7% 7h opuereirrar x Aus 
ſoding ſtill ; 'tis @ debaſing our Reaſon, and de- nes ge ppypons. - p. 1949- 
ang irom'our Manhood, nothing being more fooliſh , FT v Ter mldons grew 
WE: aa 96_he Gln Gris about Fit We De ne, 4 
8: tor who are mere buſie and 'aRtive than- Children, Wl Hikegls OT5dV Whynv giget 
WR. | lur, ib1d. 
Ware tuller of Thoughts and Deſigns, or more eager pia, gegir. 4th. p. 621. 
t-Frolecution of them than they ? But all is about 0 nary pg " Tos Yeholote, o 
Moyous Toys, the Shadows of Buſine(s, ſuggeſted to 2 ng 94nmm. 
mby Apiſh Curioſity, and Imitation. , Of Tuck In-- © 9 97 
Wy we may underſtend that of: the Preagher, 'The labour of the fooljſþ Ecclel. 10.15. 
kiieth every one of them ; for that' 2 Man: ſoon will be weary of that La- * 
we which yieldech no Profit, ar beneficial :Return. 
\dutrhere is. another Indutiry wore (than) that, when Men are very 
e'1n' deviding and compaſiing Miſchiefs ;- an induftry whereof the '— 
Il affordeth a great Inſtance 3 for. the'curſed Fiend is very diligent-, Luke 22.31. 
ﬆ watching for Occaſiogs to ſupplant tis, ever plotting Met b ods and . Cor. 211. 
Is to do harm, ever driving on his miſchievous Deſigns with unwearied 
Wiity ; going t0.and. fro'in the earth; runving about as a roaring Lion, Job 1.7. 
Ming tor Prey, and. ſeeking wha he may devour. = | faces cbs 
Add his wicked: Brood are commonly hke--bim, being workers of #ni--,,.:..,, 
Wi momes!, parnful Hen, o map yer, Men that will do all things ; who eli 
Wiaze no Fains, nor leave any atone unturned, for fitistying their Dake 13.27: 
us, and accampliſhing their bad Deſigns, OY 
Pindeed it is, that.as no great Good, ſo neither can any great Miſchief 
"Mecd without much Pains; And if weconlider cither the Characters — 
the Practices of thoſe, who have been famous Mifchief-doers, the Cline, 2064 

| — —— and. Diſturbers-of the World, we fhall find to have been c2/ar, we. 

I ggards. | 
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Theſe two ſorts of vain and bad Induſtry the Prophet Iſaiah ſeemay 
Iſa. 55-S5+ deſcribe in thoſe Words ; They hateh cockatrice eggs, -and "weave the Spiders 
web ; of which Expreſſions one may denote muſchieyous, the 9! & & 
volous Diligence in Contrivance or Execution of naughty or vainDeſtsr 
and to them both that of the Prophet Hoſea may be referred ; They'har 
Hoſ.8. 7. Jowed the wind and they ſhall reap the whirlwind ; Guilt, Remorſe; ang 
Eccluſ. 34-2. niſhment being the Conſequences of both. And of them both con 
NE os ty Experience doth afford very frequent and obvious Inſtances, @ great partof 
_ ” Human Life being taken up withthem.- For, L EN 
How aſliduoully intent and eager may-we obſerve Men to be at" Spb: 
how ſoon willithey riſe to go forth to them? with what Conſlaney ang. 
Patience will they toil in them all the Day 2 how indefatigable are thy 
riding or running about after a Dog, or a Hawk, to catch a 'poor Beaſt 
| filly Bird ? p:- EZ: Wl 
_ Ewen, Hoy long will Men ſit poring on their Games, diſpenſing with' their 
6,900 Food and Sleep for it 2 wh 


£915 &orTH1 % oro, x, ndwis dw meter. Lib. Orat. 31, 


+ 8 
A #44 


-* How long and ſerious Attention will Men yield to' a wanton Play? FG 
many Hours will they contentedly ſit thereat 2 what Study will Men'&n- 

ploy on Jeſts and impertinent Wit 2 how earneſt will they be to \atisfe 
their vain Curiofity ? | pms 


- 3% , How in ſuch Caſes do Men forget what they are doing, an Sport 
x: owre 13 ſhould be Sport, not Work'; to divert! and relax us, not to employ'and 
mi{ew. Plur. bufie us ; to take off onr Minds a little, not wholly to take them up; not 
7 to exhauſt or tire our Spirits, but to refreſh and chear them, that ths 

may become more fit for grave and ſerious Occupations 2 
How painful will others be : i» hewing them out ciſterns, "broken titers 
Jer. 2. 13. that will bold no water ; that-is, in immoderate Purſuit of worldly Deſigns: 
how ſtudiouſly will they plod, how reſtleſsly will they trudge, whatCa K 
ing and Drudgery will they endure in driving on Proje@s'of Ambitionar 
Avarice 2 What will not 'they'gladly- db or ſuffer, to 'get' a little” Prefers 
ment, or a little Profit > kgwas a common Practice of old, and ure the 

Mit 29 6 World is not greatly mended figce the Pſalmift did thus reflef, Sijely ew- 

'* * ry manwalketh in a vain ſhew; ſurely they are diſqugeted in vain; heheapett 
riches, and cannot tell who ſhall gather them. STS. "hs 
How many vigilantz/and ſtout Purſuers” are there 'of Senſvality,%and 

riotous Exceſs ;-ſuch as thoſe. of whom the Prophet ſpeaketh, Wet ont 

1.5.11. them that riſe up early in the'morning, that they may follow ſtrong drink, tat 

continue until night, till wine inflame them 2 + CE TIE. 
. How buſie (O Shame, O Miſery ; how fiercely buſie) are" ſome ina 
compliſhing Deſigns of Malice and Revenge ? how intent are ſome'to over: 
reach, to circumvent, to ſupplant. their Neighbour > how fore Paifs wil 
ſome take to ſeduce, corrupt or debauch others? how aftive will ſome 
+ ..., + be in ſowing Strifes, in raiſing FaQtions, in fomenting 

* Etnies ah ps coax Diſorders'in the: World » how many induſtrious'Slaves 

Chryſ. avdy+16; An" hath theDevil, who will ſpare no pains about any kind 

of Work, which he putteth them to 2 how many like 

Prov.6.8 thoſe of whom the' Wiſe-man ſaith, Their feet run to-evil, and are ſi by 

mg running, to miſchief'; they ſleep not except they have done miſchief, and rhe 

fleep is taken away, unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall. | es cated 
Now with all theſe Labourers we may well expoſtulate. in the Words 0 

Ia 55. 2. the Prophet ; Wherefore do ye ſpend money for that which 7s not bread, 4 

your labour for that which ſatisfieth not ? Such 
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h Labours are unworthy of Men, much leſs do they beſeem Chriſtians. 
# 7 becometh us not as rational Creatures to employ the excellent Gifts 
aur Nature, and noble Faculties of our high-born Soul, the Forces of 
ar Mind, the Advantages of our Fortune, our precious time, | our very 
"Fare and Labour vainly or unprofitably upon any thing baſe or mean ; 
Teng that our Reaſon is capable of atchueving great and. worthy things, 
& much debaſc it by ſtooping to regard Toys, we do extreamly abuſe it 
working Miſchiet, | 
®Much more doth it misbecome us as Chriſtians (that is, Perſons devo- 


. IO. 


apeculiar Obli 
&h arv0% cm 


dy belbngeth to us, as placed in wcertain Station, either in the Church or 
Sate.. In both which Vocations that we are much obliged and concerned 
ie h ſeoulifions, ſhall pegew my .-doagp to eene. + ya "0 
"TAs to our general Calli that ſublime, that H £10 xaias. Phil. 3. 14. 
knenly, that hob Yocation) j- which by divine Grace, TIED Be.'3 Ep 
Keording to the Evangelical Diſpenſation, we are en- Eph. 1. 28. 2 Thefl. 1. r1, 
peed, that neceſſarily requireth, and moſt highly de- ONS 
Weth from us a great meaſure of Induſtry ; the Nature and Deſign of it 
tqureth, the Fruit and Reſult of it deſerveth our utmoſt Diligence ; all 
Wh is inconſiſtent with diſcharging the Duties, with enjoying the Hopes, 

i) obtaining the Benefits thereof. For, WF" Sy 
-[tisa State of continual Work, andis expreſſed in Terms importing abun- 
Wt, inceſſant, intenſe Care and Pain ; for to be indeed Chriſtians, We y,,, . ,, 
WF work out our ſalvation with fear and trembling; We muſt by patient con- | 
Wance in well-doing ſeek for glory and honuur, and Immortality, We 9.2.7. 
ſt walk worthy of the Lord to all well-pleafiug, being fruitful in every 
Work, We mult be rich in good works, and filled with the fruits of righ- » Tim. 6. 18. 


eſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to the praiſe aud glory of God We are Phil. 1. 11. 
s, 


which God hath John 15. 5, 


Ws workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good wor 
UE ordained that we ſhould walk in them. | ri} 164 -;1 Bo 3G; 

"We have a Soul to' fave, and are appointed &s mg minor awThchas, to make 4 3.17 
Uacquiſt of ſalvation. _ 0 6 4 | i Thell. 5. 9. 


We 


Of Induflry in our general Calling, as Chriſtians, | Volt ; 


We havea Mind to improve with Vertue and Wiſdom, qualifying ns 


for Entrance into Heaven, for Enjoyment of God's Favour, for 
tion with Angels. a - "WR 

As Chriſtians we are aſſumed -to be Servants of 'God, and re-admingy 

into his Family, from which for our Diſſoyalty we had been diſcarded}; ſy 

Eph. 2. 19. that as he was our natural Lord, fo he is now fuch alſo by ſpecial "Graz, 
who did make us,” who doth maintain us, under whoſe Proteion, ad 

at whoſe Diſpoſal we ſubſiſt ; whence we are obliged to be faithfully gil 

gent in his Service ; we muſt conſtantly wait upon him in deyotional Ad. 

Eph. 5. 10. dreſſes; we muſt carefully ſtudy to know his Pleaſure ; 'we muſt endeayhiy 


Rom. 12.2- exactly to perform his Will, and obey his Commands; we' muſt fins 


Luke 11. 28. 


1 


to advance his Glory, to promote his Intereſt, to improve all Talents 4nd 


Mar. 25. 27. Advantages committed to us for thoſe Purpoſes ; we tnuſt (as St. Paulex. 


. «o preſfeth it) always abound in the work of the Lord. 

x Cor. 15.58. - | Bea: | f | Fey 
Cot 3. 25. We-muſt alſo look upon ourſelves as Servants of Chriſt oux Redeemg 
Eph. 6- 7- who by his Blood hath purchaſed us to himſelf, that we might be zeakus 
x Cor. 9. 22, yy . . . . » x0) <8 
& 20. of good works ; performing a Service to him, which conſiſteth in a fath- 
Tir, 2.14. ful Diſcharge of manifold Duties; and in purſuance of all Vertue ; gat 
moſt intent Application of Mind, with expedite Promptitude, withia& 

22% hh curate CircumlpeQion ; giving al diligence (as $ 

Pet. 1. g. '* k ECUON ; 27 mnce {88 $ 
Be ogebots An Is nee Peter ſpeaketh) in addivg one Vertue to another ; teu 
Tit. 3. 1. _ & ready (as St. Paul taith) to every good work ; and ſeeing tha 
Baimrs mas &rg1Bus—Eph. 5. 15. we walk circumſpeftly, or behave our ſelves exaQly ac 
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cording to the Rules of Duty in all our Converſation.” 
4. *% « 6.18. Rom. 12.12. 7 ; 4 hope - Bis TIRUION. 
dy fs LA ee "This Service requireth of us aſfiduous Attendange. 


_— &- 


x Theſl, 5. 18, Eph. 5. 20. Works of Piety and Devotion ; that 'we- do inceſ ant! 


> Apo watch ro rayert, that we 4/ways gzve thanks, hat ye 

1 Theſl. 1. 3. Kin® ea, continually do offer up the ſacrifite of praiſe t9 God...) 
Gal. g. 13. &Aundborres. It demandeth from us a continual latour of charity 
Gal. 6. 10. "Eg3aC@ dm. that we ſerve one another'in love ; that we ſhould is 

| ! Theſl. 5. x3... 27* have opportunity, work good to all men, that we Thou 

 * * always purſue good toward one another, and toward alle, 

Rom: 12.16. It obligeth us with all our powers to purſue peace with all men ( which cone 
Heb. 12. 14, Tidering our natural Peeviſhneſs, Pride, and Perverſeneſs is otten no ale 
2 Tie, 2:22, Task) and that we do aveCeav, ftudiouſly entleavour tb keep the unity of tle 
Eph. 4+ 3- ſpirit in the bond of peace. "Wy L-; _ 
It chargeth on ps contentedly and patiently to undergo whatever Go 

Jam. 1: 4. doth impoſe of Burthen or Sufferance, ſo that patience hath its perfett wirk; 
andit is acrabbed work ro bend our ſtiff Inclinations, to quell our 'refrate- 

ry Paſſions, to make our ſturdy Humonr buckle thereto. _ 14 Ws 

It doth exa@t that we ſhould govern and regulate according to .very 

ſtrict and ſevere Laws all the Faculties of our Soul. all the Members of our 

Body, all internal Motion, and all external Actions proceeding from 4s; 


. 


that we ſhould check our Inclinations, curb our Appetites, and compoſe 


our Paſſions ; that we ſhonld guard our Hearts front vain Thoughts and 
bad Defires ; that we ſhould bridle our Tongues from evil and trom idk 


Diſcourſes ; that we ſhould order our Steps in the ſtreight way of Righte- 


outneſs, not defleing tothe Right Hand or to the Left. AN 
In the Diſcharge of this Service how many. rough Difficulties arethers 
to be ſurmounted, how many great Obſtacles to be removed, how maſy 
ſtout Oppoſitions to- be encountered, how" many potent Enemies to, * 
__ ed, how many ſore Hardſhips, Croſles and: Tribulations to be & 
ured ? | | 


How 
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= How ſhrewd a Task muſt we find it to circumciſe our Hearts, to mortifie 
my Eartbly Members, to crucifie our Fleſh with its Aﬀections and Luſts, 
pull out our right Eyes, and cut off our Right Hands, to renounce our 
worldly Intereſts, to hate our neareſt Relations, to take up and bear our 
Goſs whenever Conſcience and duty ſhall call us thereto 2 

Our Calling theretore doth require great Induſtry ; and the Buſineſs of 
conſequently is well repreſented by thoſe Performances, which demand 
Wrenccl Intention, and laborious Activity ; it is ſtiled Exerciſe (ago- 
nſick and aſcetick Exerciſe ; wuveGz O8UT'oy Þ&9s Th Tweaks oeturly, 1 Tim. 6.7 
fans, Exerciſe thy ſelf to godlineſs ; and 2 T&ro aun; Aa 47%, AQS 24. 16. 

ind, Herein I exerciſe my ſelf to have always a conſcience Ute | 

| id of offence toward God and toward men ; ) wreſtling (nuay n man, our ,,, 

=_ -, ; NO OP Ss pH. 6. 12. 
wefling is not (only ) againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt principalities and i Cor. 9. 25, 
powers; ) running a race (Let us run with patience the race that is ſet before a WF; 
s; So run that ye may obtain : I preſs toward the mark for the prize of the Ds” "he 


: | ; |. 3. 14» 
ing.) A warfare, a combating (War a good warfare, holding faith Tim. 4.7. 


hyb ca 
v go Conſcience ; fight the good fight ; thou therefore endure hardſhip as * 1+ 18. 


ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt : Every man that ſtriveth for the maſtery is : Tir 4:7: 
mperate in all things; ) offering violence; ( The Kingdom of Heaven ? Tim-2- 3. 
Wereth violence, and the violent take it by force) watching (Let us nota. ? hs 
tp as do others, but let us watch and be ſober: Watch ye, -,q {2X 3 6s 

T þ ; . 9.6. .I6. 13, 

lad faſt in the faith, quit you like men, be ſtrong: watch Mar. 26.41. 24.42. Luke 12. 37. 
ad pray, that ye enter not into temptation.) | It. .S."0,, AoC. 3.2.16. 15, 
"Hence the Precepts importing the general Tenour of Chriſtian Practice 
xuſually couched in terms implying great Sedulity and Contention of 
Sul ; Adr:iCeods,. Strive to enter in at the ſtrait, gate : Let us labour therefore ons + 
peter into that reſt ; Labour not for the meat that periſheth, but for that gev. oy ug 
mat which endureth to everlaſting life. Give diligence to make your calling Ergo. ' 
weleffion ſure; Gird up the Ioins of your mind, be ſober, and hope to the won 
ad: Wherefore, brethren, ſecing that ye look for ſuch things, be diligent that 2 ver. 1. 10. 
may be found of him in peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs. RE Sg mY 
"ich is the Work of our general Calling, and ſo much Induſtry it gph. s. 14,” 
Wengeth from us ; with great Reaſon indeed, for that ſuch Work is 2Per. 3. 14 
- to our Happineſs, and that our Labour will certainly be rewarded 
tietewith. 
The Work indeed of it ſelf is moſt - worthy to employ us; doth moſt 
ome us, doth much adorn us, doth beſt befit our Divine ExtraQtion 
Whrge Capacity ; is the nobleſt, the handſomeſt, the ſweeteſt Employ- 
Kit that could take'us up ; but we have alſo the greateſt Inducements 
WEncouragements poſlible for our Induſtry therein. ; 
There are by the Divine Bounty and Mercy, Wages aſſigned abundantly 
Mepondent to our Work, yea, infinitely ſurpaſſing it : there 1s avAvs pu- 
Gagreat (or a manifold) hire for our ſlender and ſimple Performances; mar. 5. 12. 
We are ſeveral noble Prizes highly worth our ſtriving for with our ut- 
Wl Strength and Contention of Soul. | : 
Þ recompence thereof we ſhall aſſuredly gain eve here in this tranſi- 
State the ſpecial Favour and Love of God, with his gom. 14. 18. He that in theſe things 


ſtant Protection and Care for our Good; his faithful ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and 
| approved of Men. 


0"  O. -" - 
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John 4. 36. 
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TB Bae. 


Ition, and friendly Aſſiſtance to guide us, and up- 
Wd us in all our Ways, to bleſs and proſper our Undertakings, to ſupply 

WMour Needs, and comfort us in our Diſtreſſes ; fo 

t we ſhall, /ack nothing that is good, that no evil 04. 9: 04: HALTS 9219 
Mthappen to us, that a2 things ſhall concur and co-ope- RACK 33. EAR 
'W# for our benefit. | 
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We ſhall thereby taſte the SatisfaQtions of a- calm Mind, and 2 found 
Col. 3.15. Conſcience, quickned by the Conlolations of the Divine Spirit ; zhe Peace 
Pllle 4+ 7. of God ruling in our hearts, which paſſeth all underſtanding. Tee 
We ſhall afterward, when this Moment is paſſed over, and out ſhore 
Days Work diſpatched, received from God's bountiful Hand an uncon- 
dy 4 ſturbed Reſt, indefetible Wealth, ineffable Joy; incorruptible Glory, a King- 
1 COr-9-25- dom unſhakable. HI 
Jobs 4/36. -- 288 (faith our Lord) that reapeth, receiveth wages, and gathereth fra 
wnto life everlaſting. _ | 
To them (faith St. Paul) who by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
glory, and honour, and immortality, God in recompence will beſtow eterna| 
Amidure — life. And, : | 
Minh &: 6s I have (faith that bleſſed Labourer of himſelf ) fought the good fight, 7 
2 Tim 4. 8. have finiſhed my courje, I have kept the faith ; benceforth there is lad up for 
_ me acrown of righteouſneſs. | 
What more effe&tual Spur or Incentive can there be to Induſtry in this 
Buſineſs, than to conſider that which St. Paul ſo often doth inculeate; 
2Cor- 5-10 Knowing that whatſoever good thing any man doeth, the ſame (a Recompence 
+++ for the ſame) he ſhall receive of the Lord; and knowing that (in conſide- 
ration of our Service done to the Lord) of the Lord we ſhall receive the 
reward of the inheritance ? | 
What Exhortation can be more firmly grounded, or ſtrongly backed, 
1 Cor. rs. 58. than is that of the Apoſtle, Therefore my brethren be ye ſteadfaſt, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord ; foraſmuch as ye know, that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. | 
May it not alſo much encourage us to Induſtry to be aflured, that not 
only the kind of our work, but the Degree of our Labour ſhall be conſ- 
A-#;-.,: dered'and requited, in juſt Proportion ; ſo that the harder we work, the 
tow © higher we ſhall be rewarded ; for, to each one (faith our Lord) the ſon of 
Mar. 16. 29, man ſhall reader a reward x7 Thy weatw auts, according to his performance ; 
Every one (faith St. Paul”) ſhall receive it paar 8 T 
Ogh owt " 22+ 12-2.23., FPYy 9my, his proper reward according, to his proper work; 
2 LE Oye Fi whence we have reaſon to obſerve St. * John's Advice, 
Miz TAigy cmadBnre. 2 Joh.8: Look to your ſelves, that ye loſe not thoſe things which ye 
have gained, but that ye receive a full reward. | 
To be negligent or ſlothful in ſuch a caſe, for want of a little Care and 
Pains to forteit ſuch Advantages, what a Pity, what a Folly is it? Werean 


Opportunity preſented by a little minding our Buſineſs, and beftirring our 


ſelves to procure a fair Eſtate, or a good Preferment, would not he be 
deemed mad or fottiſh, who would fit ſtill, and forego that his Advar- 
tage ? how much more Wildneſs is it to be drowſie and ſluggiſh in this 
Caſe, thereby loſing eternal Bliſs and Glory 2 Well therefore might the 
Apoſtle fay, How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglett ſo great ſalvation? How ſhall 


we eſcape not only the Sin, and guilt of baſeit Ingratitude toward lum | 


that graciouſly doth offer it, but the Imputation of moſt wretched Folly, 
in being ſo much wanting to our own Intereſt and Weltare ? | 
ls it not a ſad thing, a woful Shame to obſerve what Pains Men will 
throw away upon things of ſmall or no Concernment to them 2 Yea, what 
Toil and Drudgery will they ſuſtain in the Service of Satay, in purfult of 
Sin in the Gratification of their Vanities and Luſts. | 
What Pains will a covetous Wretch take in ſcraping for Pelf, how wil 
he rack his Mind with carking Sollicitude to get, to keep, to ſpare.it? how 
* will he tire his Spirits with reſtleſs Travel ? how will he , pinch his __ 


ceivable Affluence of good things, an eternal Permanence of Life ; undj. 
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caſe for want of what Nature craveth? what Infamy and Obloquy will he 
endure for his niggardly Parſimony and Sordidneſs 2 | 

How much Labour will an ambitious Fop undergo for Preferment, or 
wn Honour ? to how many tedious Attendances, to how pitiful Servili- 
tes wil he ſubmit 2 what ſore Croſles and Diſappointments will he ſwal- 
E 2 what Affronts and Indignities will he patiently digeſt, without deſiſt- 

no from his Enterprize ? | 

How will a Man (as St. Pas] obſerved) Terra eyreardidr, endure all 

winful Abſtinence and Continence in order to the obtaining a corruptible i cor: g. 2 5, 
 (ropy, 2 fading Garland of Bays, a Puff of vain Applauſe? 

"What Diligence will Men uſe to compaſs the Enjoyment of forbidden 

Reafures ; how watchful in catching Opportunities, how eager in queſt of 

them will they be 2 what Difficulties will they undertake, what Hazards 

mill they incur, what Damages and Inconveniences will they ſuſtain, ra- 

\ bro tail of fatisfying their Deſires? 

© What Akings of Head and Heart ; what Pangs of Mind, and Gripes of 

Conſcience, what Anxieties of Regret and Fear, will every Worker of Ini- 
Eder So faithful Friends hath this vain and evil World ; fo di- 


nt Servants hath the accurſed Lord thereof ; fo careful and laborious 
nll Men be to deſtroy and damn themſelves: O that we could be willing Cry. 41-2. 
tſpend as much Care and Pains in the Service of our God : O that we 
we as true Friends of our ſelves: O that we could be as- induſtrious for 
emer » that is, in the Buſineſs of our General Calling ; which 

wing conſidered, let us proceed to the other Buſineſs belouging to. us, 


VACh 15, 


C WH 6 The Buſineſs of our Particular Calling ; that in reference whereto 

” WH $744 doth prefcribe, Every man as the Lord hath called him, ſo let him , cg. , 1, 
© Wk. Let every man abide in the ſame calling wherein he was called ; let him : Cor. 7.20. 
f þabide, as faithfully to profecute the Work, and diſcharge the Duty of 

k t; the doing which otherwhere he termeth Tegoruv 7# itz, to do our own i Thefſa. is. 
i Wineſs (working with our hands) and enjoineth it in Oppoſition to thoſe Eph. 4. 28. 


' WI fiogreat Peſts of Life, Sloth and pragmatical Curioſity ; or the Neglect of 
5 {Warown, and medling with other Mens Aﬀairs. 


This the 4po/tle nameth our calling; becauſe we are called or appointed 
reto by divine Providence ; for he ſuppoſeth and taketh it for granted, 


p Wtto cach Man in this World God hathgatligned a certain Station, unto 

— peculiar Action is ſuted; in which Station he biddeth him quietly to 

b. Wd, till Providence fairly doth tranſlate him, and during his Abode t cor. 9. 22. 
Wh +a diligently to execute the Work thereof. 


Every Man is a Member of a double Body ; of the Civil Common- 
alth, and of the Chriſtian Church : In relation to the latter, whereof St. 
W telleth us (and whar he faith by Parity of Reaſon may be referred 
Kviſeto the former) that. God hath ſet the members every ane in the body, 1 Cor. 12.8. i 
at pleaſeth him ; and as it is in the Natural, ſo it is in every political and Rom. 12:4: jt 
Witual Body, every Member hath its proper Uſe and FunRion ; AZ mem- 


vill =s (ith St. Paul) have not Thy eurlw regfw the ſame office, or the ſame 
Nat Work and Operation ; yet every one hath ſome Work. There is no Mem- : l 
go ktdeſigned to be idle or uſeleſs, conferring no Benefit to the whole ; but } 


le whole body (faith the Apoſtle) fitly joined together, aud compatted by that Eph. 4. 16. 


vill Wich every joint ſupplieth, according to the effettual working in the menſure of 

ow M9 part makerh increaſe of the body, unto the edifying it ſelf in love ; each 

—_ ber doth conſpire and co-operate 0 the Strength, Nourithment, Thri- | : 
ik MZand Welfare of the whole. 
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Of Induſtry in our general Calling, as Chriſtians. 
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2 Theſl. 3.10. 


i 


Every Man (who continueth a Man ; in his Senſes, orin any good He. 
gree of natural Integrity) is by God endowed with competent Abilitie 
ro diſcharge ſome Function uſeful to common Good ; or at leaſt needfy 
to his own Suſtenance; to every one ſome Talent is committed, which 
Subordination to God's Service he may improve, to the Benefit of th; 
World, God's temporal, or'of the Church, God's ſpiritual Kingdom, 

It is plainly neceſſary, that the greateſt Part of Men ſhould have a ge. 
terminate Work allotted to them, that they may ſupport their Life and 
their Food without being injurious, offenſive, or burthenſome to others. 
for their living they muſt either follow ſome Trade, or they muſt ſharkand 
filch, or they muſt beg, or they muſt ſtarve. —Y F 

And the relt are obliged to do ſomewhat, conducible to publick Good: 
that they may deſerve to live; for a Drone ſhould not be among the 
ees ; nor hath Right to devour the Honey : It any Man doth pretegd, 
or preſume that he hath nothing to do but to. eat, to ſleep, to play, ty 
laugh ; to enjoy his Eaſe, his Pleaſure, his Humour, he thereby Ln hes 
were diſclalm a reaſonable Title of living among Men, and ſharing in the 
Fruits of their Induſtry ; he in St. Pau/'s Judgment ſhould be debarred of 
Food, for this (ſaith the Holy Apoſtle) we commanded you, that rf any may 
would not work, neither ſhould he eat. A, 

Such an one in the Body of Men what is he but an unnatural Excre- 
ſcence, ſucking Nutriment from it, without yielding Ornament or Uſe} 
what is he but a Wen deforming and encumbring the Body, or a Canke - 
inteſting and corrupting it. : 

As no Man (at leaſt wich Decency, Convenience and Comfort can live 
in the World, without being oblig'd to divers other Men for their Help 
in providing Accommodations for him, ſo Juſtice and Ingenuity (corro- 
borated by divine SanCtions) do require of him, that in Commutation he, 
one way or other, ſhould undertake ſome Pains redounding to the Benefit 
of others. : te F- 

So hath the great Author of Order diſtributed the Ranks and Offices 
of Men in order to mutual Benefit and Comfort, that one Man ſhould 


plow, another threſh, another grind, another labour at the Forge, ano- 


ther knit or weave ; another fail, another trade, another ſupraviſe all 
theſe, labouring to keep them all in Order and Peace ; that one ſhould | 
work with his Hands and Feet, another with his Head and Tongue; all 
conſpiring to one common End, the Welfare of the whole, and the fup- 
ply of what is uſeful to each particular Member ; Every Man fo recipro- 


cally obliging and being obliged ; the Prince being oblig'd to the Hub 


bandman for his Bread, to the Weaver for his Cloaths, to the Maſon for 
his Palace, to the Smith for his Sword ; thoſe being all oblig'd to him for 
his vigilant Care in proteRting them ; for their Security in purſuing the - 
Work, and enjoying theFruit of their Induſtry. 

So every Man hath a Calling, and proper Buſineſs ; whereto that It- 
duſtry is required, I need: not much to prove, the thing it {elf in Reaſon, 
and Experience being ſo clearly evide t ; for what Buſineſs can be well di 
patched, what Succeſs can beexpedted to any Undertaking, in what Cat 
ling can any Man thrive without Induſtry 2 what Buſineſs is there that 
will go on of it felt, or proceed to any good Iflue if we do not carefully 
look to it, ſteadily hold it in its Courſe, conſtantly puſh and-drive it for- 


ward? Ir is true as in Nature, fo in all Afﬀairs, Nihil movet, non motun 
nothing moyeth without being moved. 
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of Induſtry in our general Calling, as Chriſtians, 


Our own Intereſt ſhould move us to be induſtrious in our Calling, that 
ye may obtain the good Efftets of being ſo in a comfortable and credi- 
"able Subſiſtence ; that we may not ſuffer the Damages and Wants, the 
Ti6ppointments and Diſgrates enſuing on Sloth ; but the chief Motive 
ould be from Piety and Conſcience ; for that it is a Duty which we owe 
God. For God having placed us in our Station ; he having apportioned 


tus our Task, we. being in Tranſaction of our Buſineſs his Servants, we 


owe tohim that neceſlary Property of good Servants, without. which 
fidelity cannot ſubſiſ®; for how can he be looked on as a faithful Servant, * ©97- 4- 2: 
ho doth not effeually perform the Work charged on him? or diligent- 

execute the Orders of his Maſter. _ | | 
St. Paul doth enjoin Servants that they ſhould 7» all things obey their 


op _ . . - . o* A Col. » 2.2» 
Wafers, with conſcientious Regard to God, as therein performing Service Eph. 6, $- 


God, and expecting Recompence from him : And of Princes he faith, * Cor: 7. 22, 
tht they in Diſpenſation of Juſtice, enating Laws, impoſing Taxes, and *3 

Ul political Adminiſtrations are the miniſters of God, Tegoxaprepivrss, attend- Rom. 13. 6. 
ny conſtantly upon this very thing And if theſe Extremes, the higheſt' and 

byeſt of all Vocations, are Services of God ; if the higheſt upon that 

ſore be tied to ſo much Diligence, then ſurely all middle Places upon the 

ne Account of Conſcience toward God do exact no leſs. = 

If he that -hath one Talent, and he that hath ten muſt both improve. 

tem for God's Intereſt, then he that hath two, or three, or more, is obli- 

fdto the ſame Duty proportionably. | 

- Every one ſhould conſider the World as the Family of that great Pater- 

ſavlias (of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named 8 and him- gph. z. rg; 
Eas an Oificer or Servant therein, by God's Will and Deſignation con- 

tated in that Employment, into which Providence hath caſt him ; to 

Mter in his Order and Way, ſomewhat toward a Proviſion for the mainte- 

ce of himſelf, and of his Fellow-Servants. Of a ſuperiour Officer our 

Ind faith, Who u that faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom his Lord hath made yaw, 4c 
ner over his houſhold, to give them their meat in due ſeaſon > So the great- Luke 12. 42, 
«Men are as Stewards, 'Treaſurers, Comptrollers, or Purveyors ; the reſt 
#inferiour Servants, in their proper Rank and Capacity.  _. | 

And he that with Diligence performeth his reſpeQtive Duty . (be it high 
adhonourable, or mean and contemptible in outward Appearance) will 

ele God, 'as keeping good Order, and as being uleful to his Service; ſo 1 Cor. 14.33. 
[2 upon the Reckoning God will ſay to him, Well done good and faithful Mar.25.21.— 
mans, thou haſt been faithful over a few things ; I will make thee ruler over 

ny things ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. But he that doth other- 

We, (behaving himſelf careleſly or ſluggiſhly in his Buſineſs) will offend 

od, as committing Diſorder, and as being unprofitable. ; 

* Hecommitteth Diſorder, according to that of St. Paul ; We hear there 2 Theſl. 3.11 
ſome, which walk among you diſorderly, not working, at all. Flis Sentence ,, _ Is 
Ul Doom will be, according to our Lord, O thou wicked and Nlothful ſer- 30. ; 
Wt!— Caſt the unprofitable ſervant into utter darkneſs ; which Words are 
Fo en in relation to one, who being a Flatterer, or Sluggard in his Calling, 
Wngt improve the ſpecial Talent entruſted with him for God's Service. 
-Infine, if we are conſcientiouſly induſtrious in our *'Vocation, we ſhall 
thredly find the Bleſſing of God thereon ; and that he thereby will oon- 
Kgood Succeſs, Comfort, competent Wealth, a faw Reputation, all de- 
ble Good unto us ; for as all theſe things are promiſed to Induſtry, fo 
E Promiſe eſpecially doth belong to that induſtry, which a Man doth ex- 
We in an orderly courſe of Action in his own Way; or rather in Gods 
ſy, wherein Divine Providence hath ſet him. 
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_ in other Mens Afﬀairs, invadin 
ding, a Layman preachin: 


may hope for ſafe Voyages and good Markets ; A Prince carefully mind. | 
ing his Aﬀairs may look for Peace and Proſperity to his Country 4 
Scholar ſtudying hard may be well aſſured of getting Knowledge, "and. 
finding "Truth ; all who with honeſt Diligence conſtantly do purſue their 
Buſineſs, may - confidently and chearfully hope to reap the Advantages'fy- 
table to it from the favourable Bleſſing of God. So that we have: aq. 
ſon to obſerve the 4poſtle's Precept, not to be flothful in buſineſs. | 
I ſhould apply this Doctrine to our own.Caſe, urging its Pradtice by - 
Conſiderations peculiar to our Vocation ; but having already paſled the - 
Bounds of time, Treſerve the doing it to another Opportunity, ' 7? 
Now the God of peace ſanftifie you wholly, and make - perfe# in every 
23. good work to do his will ; working in you that which is well-pleafing in his fyt 
**- through our Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; to whom for ever be all Glay 


1 Thefl. g. 
Heb. 13. 


and Praiſe. - Amex. 
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Of Induſtry inour particular C 
as Gentlemen. 


ROM. All 12. 
Not ſlothful in Buſmeſs. 


Have largely treated upon the Duty recommended in this Precept, and 
urged the Obſervance of it in general, at a Diſtance ; Inow intend more... 
particularly and cloſely to apply it, in reference to thoſe Perſons,whd | 

ſcem more eſpecially obliged to it, and whoſe obſerving it may prote of 
greateſt Conſequence to publick Good ; the which Application may alÞ 
be moſt ſutable and profitable to this Audience ; thoſe Perſons are of tw. 
ſorts; the one Genzlemen, the other Scholars. 2-5 6b 


I. The Fir/t Place, as Civility demandeth, we aſſign to Gentlemen ; of 
Perſons of eminent Rank in the World, well allied, graced with Honout, 
and furniſhed with Wealth ; the which ſort of Perſons I conceive 1n a high 
Degree obliged to exerciſe Induſtry in Buſineſs. Tivs 
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This at firſt hearing may ſeem a little Paradoxical and ſtrange ; for 

"ho have leſs Buſineſs than Gentlemen, who do need leſs Induſtry, than 

Hey 2 He that hath a fair Eſtate, and can live on his Means, what hath 

"eto do, what Labour or Trouble can be exacted of him, what hath he 

think on, or trouble his Head with, but how to invent Recreations and 

Taſtimes to divert himſelf, and ſpend his waſte Leiſure pleaſantly > Why 

ould not he be allowed to enjoy himfelf, and the Benefits, which Na- 

"re or Fortune have freely diſpenſed-to him, as he thinketh beſt, with- 

"wt Offence: Why may he not ſay with the rich Man in the Goſpel, Soul, AED 
"ou haſt much goods laid up for many years; take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and © © 
& werry 2 Is it not often: ſaid by the Wiſe-man, that there is nothing better 

wder the ſun, than that a man ſhould make his ſoul to enjoy good in a chear- Eeclef. 2, 24, 
and comfortable Fruition of his Eſtate? According to the: paſſable No- 332: 5: 2% 


« 


ton and Definition, What i a Gentleman but his Pleaſure ? 
LF this be true, if a Gentleman be nothing elſe but this ; then truly he 
$8.@d Piece, the moſt inconſiderable, the moſt deſpicable, the moſt 
uiful and wretched Creature in the World : If it is his Privilege to do 
thing, it 15 his Privilege to be moſt unhappy ; and to be fo, will be his 
Tie, if he live according to it ; for he that is of no Worth or Uſe, who 
oc uceth no beneficial Fruit, who performeth no Service to God, or to 
te ſorld, what 'Title can he have to Happineſs? what Capacity thereof ? 
wat Reward can he claim 2 what Comfort can he feel 2 to what Tempta- 
* Wh feos is he expoſed 2 what Guilts will he incur > 
WHT But in truth it is far otherwiſe ; to ſuppoſe that a Gentleman 4s looſe 
um Buſineſs, is a great Miſtake ; for indeed no Man hath more to do, 
wMan lieth under greater Engagements to Induſtry than he. 
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| He is deeply obliged to be contirmally bufie in ,more Ways than other 
Wen, who have bur one fimple Calling or Occupation allotted to them ; 
Wet upon a tripple Account ; in refped tg God, to the World, and to 


1, Heis firſt obliged tocontinual Employment in reſpect to God. 

{He out of a grateful regard to Divine Bounty for the Eminency of his 

Wn, adorned with Dignity and Repute, for the plentiful Accommo- 

y Mons and Comforts of his Life, for his Exemption from thoſe pinching 

* Whats, thoſe meaner Cares, thoſe ſordid Entertainments, and thoſe toil- 

” Wt Drudgeries, to which, other Men are ſubject, is bound to be more 

-» Wikent in God's Service, employing all the Advantages of his State to' the 

— Bury of his munificent Benefactour, to whole good Providence alone he 

_- Wiovethem ; for who maketh him to differ from another 2 and what hath 

nat be did not recerve from God's free Bounty ? | I Cor. 4. 7+ 
{proportion to the Bulk of his Fortune his Heart ſhould be enlarged 

WM a thankful Senſe of God's Goodnefs to him ; his Mouth ſhould ever 

Riled with Acknowledgment and Praiſe, he ſhould always be "ready to 

eels bis grateful. Reſentment of ſo great and peculiar Obligations. 

WE ſhould dedionte larger Portions of that free Leiſure which God hath 
hs WL< to him, in waiting upon God, and conſtant Performances of De- 


MIDI 


#1, frequently reflefting on the particular ample Favours of God, to 
wo Mould imitate the Holy P/aimift, that illuſtrious Pattern of great and 
-—— Witte Men, faying after him, with his Spirit and Diſpoſition of Soul ; 
* haſt brought me to great honour, and —_— me on every fide, therefore Pl. 71.21 -- 
BI praiſe thee and thy faithfulneſs, O God. | 


of. | 
2Uur, F 
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Pſal. 30. 7-— Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my mountain to, ſtand ſtrong RE 


Prat, : haſt ſet my feet in a large room : Thou prepareſt a table before me 


. . bl VV 
Pal. 30.12. duointeſt my head with oil, my cup runneth over ; ——to the end that ng 


Plal- 16-5"  ;yheritance, and of my cup ; thou maintaineſt my lot ; the lines are fallen uny 


me in pleaſant places, yea, IT have a goodly heritage ; therefore I will Be 
the Lord. I 2 
In conceiving ſuch Meditations his Head and his Heart ſhould cog- 


{tantly be employed ; as alſo in contriving ways of declaring and diſcus. 


Pat. 116. 12. ging real Gratitude ; asking himſelf, What ſhall 7 render unto the Lord is 
all his Benefits > What ſhall I render to him, not only as a Man for all 


the Gifts of Natute, as a Chriſtian for all the Bleſſings of Grace, but aa 
Gentleman alſo, for the many Advantages of this my Condition, beyond 


ſo many of my Brethren, by. ſpecial Providence indulged to me? 


He hath” all the common Duties of Piety, of Charity, of 'Sobrietyty | 


YER 


diſcharge with Fidelity ; for being a Gentleman doth not exempt\him 


from being a Chriſtian, but rather more ftritly doth engage him tohe 


ſuch in a higher Degree than others ; It is an Obligation peculiarly incums 
bent on him, in return for God's peculiar Favours, to pay God all:dy 


Obedience, and to exerciſe himſelf in all good Works ; Diſobedience being 
a more heinous Crime in him than in others, who have not ſuch» Encoys 


ragements to ſerve God. 


His Obedience may be inculcated by thoſe Arguments which Joſhua Wd 
1 Sam.12. 24. Samuel.did uſe in preſſing if onthe Iſraelites ; Only (ſaid Samuel) fearthe 
Lord akd ſerve him in truth, for conſider how great things God hath done fur 


h 24. 12, You; and, 7 have given you (faith God by Joſhua) a land for which ye did 
| Joſh. 24 13 not labour, and cities which ye built not ; and ye dwell in them; Of £ wine» 
| yards and olive-yards which ye planted not, do ye eat ; Now therefore fear'tie 
Lord, and ſerve him-in ſincerity and in truth. bb 


- a 
Nchem. g. His Diſobedience may be aggravated, as Nehemiah did that of:the 
Ik 64.9. Iraelites, They took ſtrong cities and a fat land, and poſſeſſed houſes {4 of all 
Pal. 104.6. goods, wells digged, vineyards, and olive-yards, we pron in abundane; 
ſo they dideat and were filled, and became fat ; and delighted themſelves inty 

,. great goodneſs ; nevertheleſs they were diſobedient, and rebelled againſt theezant 
bran ; * caſt thy law behind their backs they have not ſerved thee in their kingaa, 
wy and in thy great goodneſs, which thou gaveſt they ; neither turned they from. 
their wicked works. © __- 

A Gentleman. hath more Talents committed to him, and conſequently: 
more Employment required of him ; If a guſtick Labourer, ' or a Mech 
nick Artiſan hath one Talent, - a Gentleman hath ten ; He hath innate 

Vigour of Spirit, and Height of Courage fortified by Uſe, he hath Accoms 
pliſhment and Refinement of Parts by liberal Education, he hath. the St 
cours of *Parentage, Alliance and Friendſhip ; he hath Wealth, he» naw 


may ſing, praiſe unto thee, and not be filent : The Lord is the portion of ming 
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Honour, he hath Power and Authority, he hath Command. of time a if 


Leiſure; he hath ſo many precious and uſeful Talents entruſted to wh 
ag 17 og not to be wrapped up in anapkin, or hidden under-ground ; not to be {quatt- 


Tlesſuerd;. dred away in private Satisfactions ; but for negotiation, to be put outto ule, W'k 


OthoFs 
Luke 19. 12. . L ; : e£04h 
"PendPebe.. Talent doth require a particular Care and Pains to manage it well. | 


Mar. 25.16. He particularly is God's Steward, entruſted with God's Subſiance, or er 


Mar. 2 Ge 27. 


Made pt Ns the Suſtenance-and Supply of God's Family ; to relieve his fellow-vcrvanuna 
Tlagidore 72 1 their Need, *upon ſeaſonable Occaſions by Hoſpitality, Mercy 
oSITE charitable Beneficence ; according to that Intimation of our Lord, Whos b 
Luke 12. 42. that faithful and wiſe ſteward whom his Lord ſhall make ruler of his oy | 


to be zmproved in the.moſt advantageous way to God's Service : Every ty 
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ud to give them their portion' and meat in due ſeaſon 2 And according to Xdevus- 
thoſe Apoſtolieal Precepts, As every one hath received a gift (or ſpecial ' Per. 4. 10- 


favour, ) even fo miniſter the ſame to one another, as good ſtewards of the © Tim, 6. 17: 
pnifold grace of God ; and Charge the rich in this world , —— that they 
dygood, that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to commu- 


| And he that is oblig'd to purvey for ſo many, and ſo to abound in good 
Forks, how can he want Buſineſs 2 how can he pretend to a Writ of eaſe > 


Surely that Gentleman is very blind, and very barren of Invention, who 
$t ſeek for Work fit for him, or cannot eaſily diſcern many Employments 
Wonging to him, of great Concern and Conſequence. 


{ris caſie to prompt and ſhew him many Buſineſſes , indiſpenſibly be- 
Inging to him, as ſuch. | 


{is his Buſineſs to miniſter Relief to his poor Neighbours in their Wants 

ad Diſtreſſes by his Wealth. It is his Buſineſs to dire@ and adviſe the 

Iorant, to comfort the Afﬀicted, to reclaim the Wicked, and encourage 

te Good by his Wiſdom. It is/his Buſineſs to protet the Weak, to reſcue 
t&&Oppreſied, to eafe thoſe who groan under heavy Burthens, by his 

wer ; to be ſuch a Gentleman and ſo employed as Job was; who did 

weat his morſe/ alone, ſo that the fatherleſs did not eat thereof; who did Job 31+ '7, 
woith-hold the poor frgm their defire, or cauſe the eyes of the widow to' fail ; Us 

who did not ſee any periſh for want of clothing, or any poor without covering ; |, 


Gadelivered the poor that cried, and the fatherleſs, and him that had none to Job 29. 12. 
Wh him, | | | 


"tis his Buſineſs to be hoſpitable ; kind and helpful to Strangers ; fol- r Per. 4. 9: 
Wag thofe n8ble Gentlemen, Abraham and Lot, who were ſo ready to -—_ — 
wie and entertain Strangers with bountiful Courteſie. = Wha 
"{ishis Buſineſs to maintain Peace, * and appeaſe. Diſſentions among his 19. 1. 
kghbours, interpoſing his Counſel and Authority in order thereto ; 
mefcto he hath that brave Gentleman Moſes recommended for. his Exod. 2. 13+ 
tte ; | S$ Je 20. 
[tis his Buſineſs to promote the Welfare and proſperity of his Countrey 

Mis beſt Endeavours, and by all his Intereſt ; in which ' praQtice the Jud. 5.5. 
ed Hiſtory doth propound divers gallant Gentlemen (Foſeph, Moſes, 
ai q Nehemiah, Daniel, Mordecai, and all ſuch renowned Patriots) to 
ke hi1n. 13. 

tis his Buſineſs to govern his Family well; to educate his Children in 
My and Vertue ; to keep his Servants in good order. 

is his Buſineſs to look to his Eſtate, and to keep it from waſting ; 
Whe may ſuſtain the Repute of his Perſon and Quality with Decency ; 
Wit may be furniſhed with Ability to do good, may provide well for 
Family, may be hoſpitable, may have wherewith to help his Bre- 
ka; for if, according to St. Paul's Injunftion, a Man ſhould work with PM 
ln hands, that he may have ſomewhat to impart to him that needeth; *? DOT 
& me that hath an Eſtate, be careful to preſerve it, for the ſame 

IM Purpoſe. 1g 

is his Buſineſs to cultivate his Mind with Knowledge, with generous 

Mittions, with all worthy Accompliſhments befitting his Condition , 
qulifying him for Honourable Action; ſo that he may excel, and 

Elimſelf above the vulgar Level no leſs in real inward Worth, than 


Ateriour Garb ; that he be not a Gentleman merely in' Name or 


Joſh. 24. 15. 
P 


ſal. 101—- 


I ——_ 


Vol 


Rn”. 
p 1 F..-5 EB 
s ©" "4 I 
_ 
- T5 » + IN 
* AI” 


Ardua nam res Ty is Buſineſs (and that no ſlight or eafie Buſineſs) to' eſchew the "View : 
es. to check the Pitſions, to withſtand the Temptations, to which his Cox. 
dition is liable ; taking heed that his Wealth, Honour and Power done 
betray him into Pride, Inſolence or Contempt of his poorer Brethre , 
unto Injuſtice or Oppreſſion ; -unta Luxury and riotous Exceſs ; unto Sloth. 
Stupidity, Forgetfulneſs of God, and irreligious Prophaneneſs. * 
It is a Buſineſs eſpecially incumbent on him to be careful of his Wa 
that they may have good Influence on others, who are apt to look upon 
him as their Guide and Pattern. | 
He ſhould labour and ſtudy to be a Leader unto Vertue, and a Notable 
Promoter thereof ; direCting and exciting Men thereto by his exemplary 
Converſation; encouraging them by his Countenance and Authority ;'re. 
warding the Goodneſs of meaner People by his Bounty and Favour : He 
ſhould be ſuch a- Gentleman as Noab, who preached righteouſneſs by his 
Words and Works before a prophane World. | 
Such particular Afﬀairs hath every Perſon of Quality, - Credit, Wealth 
and Intereſt, allotted to'him by God, and laid on him as Duties; the 
which to diſcharge faithfully, will enough employ a Man, and doth' re 
quire Induſtry, much Care, mueh_ Pains ; excluding Sloth and Nepk 
gence : So thatit is impoſſible for a Sluggard to be a worthy Gentleman, 
vertuouſly diſpoſed, a charitable Neighbour, a good Patriot, a"pood 
Husband of his Eſtate; any thing of that, to which God, by ſetting him 
in ſuch a Station, doth call him. | .* wa 
Thus is a Gentleman obliged to Induſtry in reſpe& of God, who juſtly 
doth exact thoſe Labours oft Piety, Charity, and all Vertue from him, 
Farther, | * 4g 
2. He hath alſo Obligations to Mankind, demanding Induſtry from him, 
upon Accounts of common Humanity, Equity and Ingenuity ; For, 
How can he fairly ſfubſiſt upon the common Induſtry of Mankind with- 
out bearing a ſhare thereof 2 how can he well fatisie himſelf to dwell 
ſatelily, to feed daintily, to be finely clad, to maintain a pompous Reti- 
nue merely upon the Sweat and Totl of others, without himfelt rendringa 
Compenſation, or making ſome competent Returns of Care and Pain, 
dounding tothe good of his Neighbour ? A 
How can he juſtly claim, or reaſonably expe& from the World the 
Reſpect agreeable to his Rank, if he doth not by worthy Performances 
conduce to the Benefitof it 2 Can Men be obliged to regard thoſe, from 
whom they receive no good? ht 
If no Gentleman be tied to ſerve the Publick, or to yield Help'in'fir 
ſtaining the common Burthens, and ſupplying the Needs of Mankind, 
then is the whole Oxder merely a Burthen, and an Offence to the World; 
2 Race of Drones, 'a Pack of Cyphers in the Common-wealth, ſtanding 
tor nothing, deſerving no Conſideration or Regard : And if any are bound, 
then all are; tor why ſhould the whole Burthen lie on ſome, while others 
are exempred ? | | 
| It is indeed ſuppoſed, that all are bound thereto, ſeeing that all have 
Recompences publickly allowed to them upon ſuch Conſiderations; di 
vers Reſpects and Privileges peculiar to the Order, grounded upon this dup- 
poſition, that they deferve ſuch Advantages by conferring notable Beneſit 
to the Publick ; the which indeed it were an Arrogance to ſeek, and anni 
quity toaccept for doing nothing. x ”Y 
_ Itisan unſufferable Pride for any Man to pretend or conceit himſelf 0 
difter ſo much from his Brethren, that he may be allowed to live in caſe 2 


Sloth, while the reſt of Mankind are ſubje& to continual Toil and Trouble. 
Moreoyer, | 3. 4 
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4, AGentleman 1s bound. to be induſtrious for his own ſake; it is a 


gaty which he oweth to himſelf, to his Honour, to his Intereſt, to his 


Welfare. He cannot without Induſtry continue like himſelf, or maintain 
he Honour and Repute becoming his Quality and State ; or ſecure himſelf 


rom Contempt and Diſgrace; for to be honourable and ſlothful are thipgs 
"conſiſtent ; ſeeing Honour doth not grow, nor can ſubfiſt without 
ndertaking worthy Deſigns, conſtantly purſuing them, and happily at- 
cieving them ; it 1s the Fruit and Reward of ſuch Actions, which are 
mot periormed with Eaſe. 


External Reſpg@ and a Semblance of Honour, for the fake of publick 


Order, may be due to an exteriour Rank or Title ; but to pay this, is not to 


lanour the Perſon, but his Title; becauſe it is ſuppoſed; that Men of real 
zorth and uſe do bear it; or,leſt by refuſing it to one, the wholeOrder may 
tem diſreſpeAed ; but yet true Honour, or mental Eſteem is not due upon 
ich accounts ; nor is it poſſible to render it unto any Perſon, who doth 
ot by worthy Qualities and good Deeds appear to merit it. 

Nor can a Gentleman without Induſtry uphold his real Intereſts againſt 
de Attempts of Envy, of Treachery, of Flattery, of Sychophantry, of Ava- 
ice, to which his Condition is obnoxious ; to preſerve his Wealth and E- 
ate, which are the Supports of his Quality, he muſt endure Care and 
ins ; otherwiſe he will by greedy Harpies, and crafty Lurchers be rifled 
gcozened of his Subſtance ; it will of it ſelf goto wreck, and be imbezill'd 
yNegligence. 

fe cannot without Induſtry guard his perſonal Welfare from manifold 
keonveniences, Moleſtations and Miſchiets ; Idleneſs it ſelf will be very 
roubleſore and irkſome to him. His time will lie upon his Hands, as a 
rliring Incumbrance. His Mind will be infeſted with various DiſtraQtions 
ad Diitempers ; vainand fad Thoughts, foul Luſts, and unquiet Paſſions 
al ſpring up therein, as Weeds in a neglected Soil. His Body will languiſh 
nd become deſtitute of Health, of Vigour, of Activity, for want of due 
hercife. All the Miſchiefs which naturally do ſpring from Sloth and Stu- 
jdity will ſeize upon him. . | 

4. Thus upon various accounts a Gentleman is engag'd to Buſineſs, and 
wncern'd to exerciſe Induſtry therein ; we may add, that indeed the very 
kture of Gentiliry, or the true notion of a Gentleman doth imply fo much. 

tor what, I pray, is a Gentleman, what Properties hath he,what Qualities 
rcharateriſtical or peculiarto him, whereby he is diſtinguiſhed from 0- 
lers, and raiſed above the Vulgar ? Are they not eſpecially two, Courage 
nd Courtefte 2 which he that wanteth is not otherwiſe than equivocally a 
(entleman, as an Image or a Carcaſs is a Man ; without which Gentility in 
Ifn{picuous degree 1s no more than a vain Show, or an empty Name ; and 
lele plainly do involve Induſtry, do exclude Slothfulneſs ; for Courage doth 
Fompt boldly to undertake, and reſolutely to diſpatch great Enterprizes 
a Imployments of Difficulty ; Itis not ſeen in a flaunting Garb, or ſtrut- 
upDeportment ; not in heorly, ruftian-like ſwaggering or hufhing ; not 
dhigh Looks or big Words ; þut in ſtout and gallant Deeds, employing 
Vgour of Mind and Heart totchieve them - how can a Man otherwiſe ap- 
Wye himſelf tor couragious, than by ſignalizing himſelf in ſuch a way? 

and tor Coarrefie, how otherwiſe can it be well diſplayed, than in ſedu- 
Adivity tor the good of Men ; It ſurely doth not conſiſt in modith 

$ of Addreſs, or complemental expreiiions, or hollow Profeſtions, 
Mmonly void of meaning, or of ſincerity ;) but in real Performances of 
teficence, when Cccation doth invite, and in waiting for Opportunities 
dd good ; the which Practice is accompanied with ſome Care and Pain , 
Fﬀ adding 
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adding aPriceto it ; foran eaſze Courteſie is therefore ſmall, becauſe eaſe 
and may be deemed to proceed rather from ordinary Humanity, than from 
gentileDiſpoſition ; ſothatinfine, healone doth appear truly a-Gentleman 
who hath the Hezrt to undergo hard Tasks for publick Good, and willing. 
ly taketh Pains to oblige his Neighbours and Friends. 

5. The Werk-indeed of Gentlemen is not fo groſs, but it may be as fmax 
8nd pajnful asany other. For all hard Work is not manual; there are. 
#her Inſtruments of Action beſide the Plow, the Spade, the Hammer, th- 
Shuttle ; nor doth every Work produce Sweat, and viſible tiring of Body. 
the Head may work hard in contrivance of good Deſigngy the Tongue may 
be very active indiſpenſing Advice, Perfwaſion, Comfort, and Edificatich 
in Vertue : A Man may beſtir himſelf in going about to do good; theſe ae 
Warks imploying the cleanly Induſtry of a Gentleman. | 

6, In ſuch Works it was, that thetrueſt and greateſt Pattern of Genti 

 thatever was, did employ himſelf : Who wis that? Even our Lord himſelf. 

for he had no particular Trade or Profeſſion : No Man can be more loo 
from any Engagement to the World than he was ; no Man had leſs need of 
Buſineſs or Pains-taking than he ; for he had a vaſt Eſtate, being heir of al 
things, all the World being at his Diſpoſal, yea, infinitely more, it beingin 
his power with a Word to create whatever he would to ſerve his need, or 
fatis6e his Pleaſure ; Omnipotency being his Treaſure and Supply ; he hada 
Retinue of Angels to wait on him, and miniſter to him ; whatever Sufficien- 
cy any Man can fanſie tohimſelf to diſpenſe with his taking pains, that had 
he ina far higher degree : Yet did he find Work for himſelf, and continy- 
ally was employed in performing Service to God,and imparting Benefitsto 
Men ; nor was ever Induſtry exerciſed upon Earth comparable to his. | 
_ Gentlemen therefore would do well to make him the Pattern of their 
Lite, to whoſe Induſtry they muſt be beholden for their Salvation : In order 
whereta we recommend them to his Grace. 
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Not ſlothful in Buſmeſs. 
Proceed to the other ſort of Perſons, whom we did propound, Namely, 


II. Scholars, and that on them particularly great Engagements do lie to 
be induſixious, ismoſt evident from various Conſiderations. hs 
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jr and Extent of it.doth require Induſtry ; the Worth of it doth highly 
&erve Induſtry. We are in ſpecial Gratitude to God, in Charity to Men, 
due regard to our ſelves bound unto it. 


v: There is (faith the divine Preacher) a man whoſe labour is in wiſdom, 
tnowledge, and in equity ; Such Men are Scholars ; ſo that we are indeed 
5 Scholars, but abſurd Uſurpers of the Name, if we ,are not laborious; 
what is a Scholar, but one who retireth his Perſon, and avocateth his 
Mind from other Occupations, and worldly Entertainments, that he may 


” os oe 9 -oi. ih and Sd a ed 8 


What is Learning but a diligent attendance to Inſtriftion of Maſters, 
killed in any Knowledge, and conveying their Notions to us in Word or 
Intog ? | | 

What is Study, but an earneſt, ſteady, perſevering Applicatiori of Mind 
pfome Matter, on which we. fix our Thoughts, with intent to ſee through 
tt \What in So/omon's Langurge are theſe Scholaſtick Occupations, but #n- 


ſthere is nothing more laborious, more ſtraining Nature, and more tiring 
wr Spirits ; whence it 1s well compared to the moſt painful Exerciſes -of 
lody and Soul. SER | 

The iſe-man adviſing Men- to ſeek Wiſdom, the which is the- proper 
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ſeign of our - Calling, doth intimate thar Work to be like digging in the 


W ines for Silver, and like ſearching all about for concealed Treaſure ; than 
tich-there can hardly be any more.difficult and painful Task, /f (faith he) 


er 


t.anderſtand. —— Otherwhere he compareth the ſame Work to afſiduous 
wching and waiting, like that of a Guard or a Client, which are the 
neateſt [nſtances of Diligence ; Bleſſed (faith he z or Wiſdom by him faith 
leſed?) 25 the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
Wh of my doors. | wa 7. 

Wherefore if we will approve our ſelves to be what we are called, and 
tate pretend to be, if wewill avoid being Impoſtors, afſuminga Name 
tt due to us, we muſt not be flothful. Farther, | 
is 2, The Matter and Extent of our Buſineſs doth require Induſtry from us: 

the Matter of it , which is Truth and Knowledge ; ' the Extent which is 

y M'hrge and comprehenſive, taking in all Truth, all Knowledge ,. worthy 
2? {WI uStudy, and uſeful for the Deſigns of it. 

Our Buſineſs is to find Truth ; the which even in Matters of high Impor- 

nce) is not eaſily to be diſcovered ; being as a Vein of Silver, encom- 

Kd with Earth and mixed with Droſs) deeply laid in the Obſcurity of 

lings, wrapt up in falſe Appearances, entangled with Objections, and per- 

Jexed with Debates; being therefore not readily diſcoverable ; eſpecially by 

nds clouded with Prejudices, Luſts, Paſſions, partial Aﬀections, Appe- 

ws of Honour and Intereſt ; whence to deſery it requireth the molt curious 

Mervation and ſolicitous Circumſpetion that can be; together with great 

t wsin the Preparation and Purgation of our Minds toward the Enquiry 

' Ik, 

Our Buſineſs is to attain Knowledge, not concerning obvious and vul- 

10 WF Matters, but about ſublime, abſtruſe, intricate and Knotty Subjects, re- 

Ut trom common Obſervation and Senſe ; to get {ure and exact Notions 

The Ft 2 | about 


\The Nature and Deſign of this Calling doth ſappoſe Induſtry ; the mie | 


1, Firſt, I ſay, the Nature and Deſign of our > doth ſuppoſe Indu- Eccleſ. 2. 24, 
e 


qeZew , Vacare ftudiis, ernploy his Mind and Leiſure on Study «; ale 

iid Learning, in the Search of Truth, the Queſt of Knowledge, the Im- yauuantey 
novement of -his Reaſon, Wherefore an idle Scholar, a lazy Student, - <veis 
'fuggiſh Man of Learning, is Nonlſence. | Keel 38; "7 


thug the ear and applying our heart to underſtanding ; than which common- 5597: 2- % 


thu ſeeke/? her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her as for hid treaſures, then ſhalt roy. 2. 4. 


Prov. 8. 34- 
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about which will try the beſt Forces of our Mind with their utmog 
Endeavours ; in firmly ſetling Principles, in ſtrictly deducing Con 
ces, in orderly digeſting Concluſions, in faithfully retaining what _ 
by our Contemplation and Study. | 
- And if to get a competent Knowledge about a few things, or to be, rea. 
ſonablyskilful in any ſort of Learning, be difficult, how much Induſtry dock 
it require to be well ſeen in many, or to have waded through the vaſt com. 
paſs of Learning, ip no part whereof a Scholar may conveniently. or hand. 
{omely be ignorant ; ſeeing there is ſuch a Connexion of things, and: He. 
pendance of Notions, that one part of Learning doth confer Light to ano. 
ther, that a Man can hardly well underſtand any thing without knowj 
divers other things ; that he will be a lame Scholar, who: hath not- an 1p- 
ſight into many kinds of Knowledge, that he can, hardly be a good Scholar 
whois not a general one. | 
'Tounderſtand ſo many Languages (which are the'Shells of Knowledge 
to comprehend: ſo many Sciences:(full of various Theorems and Problems) 
to peruſe ſo niany Hiſtories (of ancient and modern times ; ) to know the 
World, both natural and humane ; to be acquainted with the various Inyen- 
tions, Inquiries, Opinions and Controverſies of learned Men; to $kill the 
Arts of expreſſing our Mind, and imparting our Conceptions with Adyan- 
tage, ſo as to inltruct or perſwade others ; theſe are Works indeed, which 
will exerciſe and ſtrain our Faculties (our Reaſon, our Fancy, our Memory) 
in painful Study. . | io, 
The Knowledge of ſuch things is not innate to us 3 it doth not of: it! elf 
ſpring up in our Minds ; it is not any ways incident by chance, . or 1nfisd, 
by Grace ( except rarely by Miracle ;) common Obſervation doth not-pro- 
duce it; it cannot be purchaſed atany rate, except by that, for which it yas 
Dii iaboribus aid of old, the gods ſell all things, that is for Pains ; without which the beſt 
wnntavendunt. it and greatelt Capacity may not render a Man learned, as the beſt Sai 
will not yield good Fruit or Grain, if they' be not planted or ſown therein, 
. . Confider, it you pleaſe, what a Scholar Solomon was ; beſide his Skillin 
Politicks, which was his principal Faculty and Profeli:on, whereby, he:did 
with admirable Dexterity and Prudence: manage the Afairs of that great 
Kingdom, judging his people, and diſcerning what was good, and bad: ;acu 
rately diſpenſing Juſtice ; ſetling his Country in a moſt flouriſhing {tate of 
Peace, Order, Plenty and Wealth ; largely extending his Territory ; fotlt 
; Kings 4, 20. 13S Wiſdom of this kind was famous over the Earth ; Beſide, I ſay, this'c 
25-10. 279. Vil Wiſdom, he had an exquiſite Skill in Natural Philoſophy and Medicine; 
: 4 For. He ſpake of Trees (or Plants) from the cedar that is in Lebanon, evenus 
* 1 Kings 80. 6, #0 the byſſop that ſpringeth out of the wall : He ſpake alſo of beaſts and of foul, 
24. * and of creeping things, and of fiſhes. 113 
1 0854-33 He was well verſed in the Mathematicks ; for it is ſaid, Solomon's wiſdan 
1 Kings 4+ 30. excelled the wiſdom of all the children of the Eaſt-Country, and all the wiſdon 
of Egypt; the Wiſdom of which Nations did conliſt in thoſe Sciences. And 
of his Mechanick Skill, he left for a Monument, the moſt glorious Strudure 
that ever ſtood on Earth. *' BY 9 
| | He was very skilful in Poetry and Muſick ; for he did himſelf compoſe « 
1 Kings 4. 32. bove a thouſand ſongs ; whereof. one yet extant declareth the Loftinels of -Ius 
Fancy, the Richnels of his Vein, and the Elegancy of his Style. / 
Sap. 7.15, He hadgreat Ability in Rhetorick ; according to that in Wiſdom, God 
Kcclef. 12.10. granted me to ſpeak as I would; and thatin Eccleftaſtes, The Preacher ſought t0 
1 Kings? ſind out acceptable words; a great Inſtance of which Faculty, we have inthat 
admirable Prayer of his Compoſure at the Dedication of the Temple. | 
1 Kings 44322 He did wonderfully excel in Ethicks ; concerning which he /pake on 
: Mo, o 


1 Kings 3. 5. 


2m=>m= =, en. 


— 


EE —-  - = ys, _ OT $$ <4 


m_—_ ﬀ ww v7 z 


= Aon FT fi. W/O; ' Goo + _OOory tl 


— R-.= 


— > T 


germ. XXxll. Of Induſtry im our particular Calling, 4 Scholars. | 


—_— —_ th PEE IEP 


"$22 


oſand Proverbs or moral Aphoriſms ; and Moreover ( ſaith Ecclefiaſtes )Eccleſ.r2; 9. 


keauſe the Preacher was wiſe, he ſtill taught the people knowledge gyea he gave 


wd heed, and ſought out, and ſet in order many Proverbs; the which did con- 


tain a great. Variety of notable Obſeryatians, and uſeful DireCtions for 
 emmon Life, couched in pithy Expreſſions. | | 


© Asfor Theology, as the Study of that was the chief Study to which he ex- Prov. 2. s, — 
horteth Mn to the head, or principal part of wiſdom) ſo queſtionleſs 
he was himſelf moſt converſant therein; for proof: whereof he did leave fo 
many excellent Theorems and Precepts of Divinity to us. | 
In fine, there is no ſort of Knowledge, to which he did not apply his 
dy ; witneſs himſelf in thoſe Words, 7 gave my heart to ſeek and ſearch Kecleſ, 1, 13. 
wt by wiſdom concerning all things, that are done under heaven. 
© Quch aScholar was he ; and ſuch if we havea nobleAmbition to be,we muſt 
iſe the courſe he did ; which was firſt in his Heart to prefer Wiſdom before 
ll worldly things ; then to pray to God for it, or for his Bleſſing in our queſt _ 
Fit; then to uſe the means of attaining it, diligent Searching and hard Stu- 
(; forthat this waslus method he telleth us, 7(faith he) applied my heart 
ty know, and to ſearch, and to ſeek out wiſdom, and the reaſon of things, * 
Such Conſiderations ſhew the Necelſlity of Induſtry for a Scholar ; but, 

3. The Worth, and Excellency, and great Utility, together with the 
feaſantneſs of his V-ocation, deſerving the, higheſt Induſtry, do ſuperadd - 


Eccleſ. 7. 25, 


mch Obligation thereto. 

\Weare much bound to be diligent out.of Ingenuity, and in Gratitude to 
(od, who, by his gracious {i hath aſſigned to us a Calling ſo wor- 
by,an Employment, ſo comfortable, a way of Life no.leſs commodious, be- 
| ja wy delightful to our ſelves, than.ſerviceable to God, and uſeful for 
—__...-. FOE en | 
we had our Option and Choice, what Calling would we deſire before 
0 any, whereto Men are affixed > How could we better imploy our 
nd, or place our Labour, or, ſpend. our..tine, or paſs our Pilgrimage in 


World, than in ſcholaſtical Occupations ? LE 
were hard. to reckon up, or to expreſs the numberleſs great Advanta- 
x of this Calling, I ſhall. therefore only touch ſome, which readily fall 
wer. my Thought recommending its Value to us. SORE I 
\Tis a Calling, the Deſign whereof conſpireth with the general End of 
arBeing ; the PerfeFion of our Nature in its Endowments, and the Frui- 
togof it in its beſt Operations. IF 
\tisa Calling that doth not.employ us in bodily, Toil, in worldly Care, 
(purſuit of trivial Aﬀairs, in ſordid Drudgeries ; but in thoſe Angelical 
(perations of Soul, the Contemplation of Truth, and Attainment of V.Viſ- 
0m; which are the worthieſt Exerciſes of our Reaſon, , and ſweeteſt . En- 
tainments of our Mind; the moſt precious Wealth, and moſt, .beautiful 
maments of our Soul ; whereby our Faculties are improved, are poliſhed 
Wirefined, are enlargedin their Power and.Uſe by; habitual Acceſſions: the 
Wichare conducible to our own greateſt Profit and Benefit, as; ſerving to, 
ie our Wills, to compoſe our Aﬀections, to guide our Lives in the ways Prov. 2.4410. 
'Vertue, to bring us unto Felicity. _, ET EN: ts 
+ It isa Calling, which being duly follow'd, will moſt ſever us from the 
par fort of Men, and advance us above the common Pitch ;, enduing 
Cvith Light to ſee farther than other Men, diſpoſing us to affect better 
bgs, and to flight thoſe meaner Objects of Humane Deſire, on which 
n cqmmonly dote ; freeing us from the erroneous Conceits, and trom 
PerverſeAfetions of common People. It is ſaid 3723» 5pariy of ugvorres 
Pkuata, men of learning are double-fighted ; but it is true, that in many 5-6 
| es 
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ſes they ſeegnfinitely farther than a vulgar Sgt doth reach; and if aMan by 
ſerious ip” doth _ a Clear an ſoli Judgment of things, Frans, 
aſſign to each its due Weight and Price ; if he accordingly be inclined in his 
Heart to affect and purſue then ; if from clear and right Notions of thin 

a meek and ingenuous Temper of Mind, a Command and Moderation of 
Pailions, a firm Integrity, and a cordial Love of Goodneſs do ſpring, he 
thereby becometh another kind of thing, much different from thoſe brutiſh 
Men (B 


= 
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Prov. 26. 16. 
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Retirement, or being tranſacted in themoſt innocent and ingenuous Com; 
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any. _ TRY : ; Ff40 
£ Ttis a Calling leaſt fubje& to any Danger or 'Diſappointment ; wherein 
we rhay well be affured not to mifcarry or loſe our Labour; for the Mer 
chant indeed by manifold Accidents may loſe his Voyage, or find a bad 
Market 3 the Husbandman may plough and ſow in vain ; but the Stud 

hardly can fail of improving his Stock, and reaping a good Crop of Know- 
ledge ; eſpecially if he ſtudy with a conſcientions Mind, and pious Rever 
rence to God, imploring his gracious Help and Bleſſing. _ _ 
It is a Calling, the Induſtry us'd wherein doth abundantly recotnpence!t 
ſelf, by the Pleaſure and Sweetnefs which it carrieth in it; ſo that the more 
Pains one taketh, the more Delight he findeth, feeling himſelf proportions 
bly to grow in Knowledge ; and that his Work becometh continually more 
ealie to hum. I 
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{tis a Calling, the Buſineſs whereof doth ſo exerciſe as not to weary, ſo 
; MN catertain as not to cloy us ; being not (as other Occupations area drawing 
ME a Mill, or a nauſeous (tedious) Repetition of the fame Work ;: but a 
aatinual Progreſs toward freſh ObjeRts ; onr Mind not being ſtaked to one 
irs few poor Matters, but having tmmente Fields of Contemplation, where- r,4974s 
nit may everlaſtingly expatiate, with great Proficiency and Pleaſure. det med d}- 

It is a Calling which doth ever afford plentiful Frait, even in regard to ©*9%@. 
the Conveniences of this prefent and temporal State ; the which ſufficient- 

r will requite the Pains expended thereon : For if we be honeſtly indu- 
bm we ſhall not want Succeſs; and fucceeding we ſhall not want a 
Competence of Wealth, of Reputation, of Intereſt in the World : For con- 
ming Wiſdom, which 1s the reſult of honeſt Study, the Wiſe-mar telleth 
is Riches and honour are with her, yea, durable riches and righteouſneſs : prov. 8. 18. 
kth of days are in her right-hand, and in her left hand riches and honour : 3: 164-900. 
Axalt her, and ſhe ſball promote thee, ſhe fhall bring thee to honour, when thou 
bf embrace her ; ſhe ſhall give to thine head an ornament of grace, a crown of 

ſhall ſhe deliver to thee ; In common Experience the Wealth of the 
Mind doth qualifie for [mployments, which have good Recompences an- 
(ted to them ; and neither God nor Man will ſuffer him long to want, 
jhoisendowed with worthy Accompliſhments of Knowledge : It was a 
ndiculous Providence in Nero that if he ſhould chance to loſe his. Empire, 
) MWinight live by fidling; yet his Motto was good ; and Dronyftas, another 
tyrant, found the Beneht of it 5 av 7eqvov 2ae Tpper, | he that hath any 
god Art, hath therein an Eſtate, and Land in every Place ; he is fecured 
zinſt being reduc'd to Extremity of any Misfortune : Wiſdom (faith the 
liſeman) 7s a defence, and money is a defence ; but the extellency of khow- Eccl.q.12. 
lie is, that wiſdom giveth life to them that have it : Money'4s a Defence , 
f which Fortune may bereave us ; but Wiſdom is beyond its Attacks ; 
king a Treaſure ſeated in a Place inacceſſible to external Impreſſions. 

And as a Learned Man cannot: be deſtitute of Subſtance; ſo he'cannot þ pay y 
mt Credit, having ſuch an Ornament, than which [none hath a more commended ac- 
preral Eſtimation ; and which can be” of low. rate only among that fort c74ing to his 
folk, to whom Solomen ſaith, How long, ye fimple tones, will ye Ibve fim- _ 
llejty 2-— and fools hate knowledge 2 It is that which.recommendeth a Prov. :. 22. 
*anin all Company, and procureth Regard, every one yielding * Atten- 4p7;. = 
mand Acceptance to inſtructive, neat, appoſite Diſcourſe ) that which * 
le Scripture calleth acceptable, pleaſant gracious words) Men think 'them- 
tires obliged thereby by receiving Information and Satisfa&ion from it ; 
wl accordingly Every man (faith the Wiſe-man) ſhall Kiſs his lips, that 7 Prov. 24. 26. 
*ha right anſwer ; and _ the grace of his lips the King ſhall 'be his F9v- 22: 15, 
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find; and, the words of a wiſe-man's mouth are gracious. It is that, an Es Kccdef. 10.12. 


Inency wherein purchaſeth laſting Fame, and a Life after Death, in the 
nd Memory and Opinion of Poſterity ; Many ſhall commend his upter- £6. 39. 9: 
ell fndng, and ſo long as the world endureth, it ſhall not be blotted out, bis. me- 
wal ſhall not depart away, and his name fhall live from generation to 'gene- 
ad 9m, A fame noleſs great, and far more innocent than Adts of Chivalry 
ent Wal Martial Proweſs; for is not Ariſtotle as renown'd for teaching the 
W- Wold with his Pen, as Alexander for conquering it with his Sword; 1s not 
far oftener mentioned, than the other > do not Menhold themſelves 
Uch more oblig'd to the Learning of the Philoſopher, than to the Va- 


og þ 2j— + = 
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it arof the Warriour 2 Indeed the Fame of all others is indebted to the: 
10re Wins of the Scholar, and could not fubfiſt, but with and'by lis Fame, Dig- 
oNa- 


w laude virum, muſa vetat mori z Learning conſecrateth-it ſelf and its 
vt together, to immortal Remembrance. | 
| 
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Fecluſ. 2. 13+ 


Eecleſ. 1,8. 


It is a Calling that fitteth a Man for all Conditions and Fortunes ; ſo tha 
he can enjoy Proſperity with Moderation, and ſuſtain Adverſity with Cop. 
fort : He that loveth a Book, will never want a faithful Friend, a wholſome 
Counſellour, a chearful Companion, an effectual Comforter. By Stag 
by reading, by thinking one may innocently divert, and pleaſantly entg. 
tain hirnſelf, as in all Weathers, ſo in all Fortunes. 

In fine, it is a Calling, which Solomon, who had curiouſly obſerve an 
exactly compared and ſcann'd, by Reaſon and by Experience all other Oe. 
cupations and ways of Life, did prefer above all others; and we may pre- 
ſume would ſooner have parted with his royal State, than with his Learnins. 
for Wiſdom (faith he) is the principal thing, therefore get wiſdom ; and with 
all thy getting get underſtanding ; and Then I ſaw (then, that is, after a ej. 
ous Diſquiſition and Diſcuſſion of things, I ſaw) that wiſdom exceedeth folh 
(that is, Knowledge excelleth Ignorance) as light excelleth darkneſs. 

Theſe things and much more may be faid of Learning in general; but 
if more diſtintly we ſurvey .cach Part, and each Obje*t ot it, we ſhall f 
that each doth yield: conſiderable Emoluments, and Delights ; Benefit to 
our Soul, Advantage to our Life, Satisfaction to our Mind. 

The Obſervation of things, and Collection of Experiments how doth it 
enrich the Mind with /deas, and breed a kind of familiar Acquaintance with 
all things, ſo that nothing doth ſurprize us, or ſtrike our Mind with Afto- 
niſhmentand Admiration ? and if our eye be not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor our 
ear filled with hearing, how much leſs is our Mind fatiated with the Pleaſures 
of ſpeculating and obſerving that immenſe Variety of ObjeQts ſubje@ to js 
View. 


of Truth ; cawvaſing Queſtions, examining Arguments for and againſt; 
how-greatly goth it better us, fortifying our Natural Parts, enabling us to 
fix our Thoughts on ObjeQs without roving, enuring us to weigh and re- 
ſolve, and judge well about Matters propoſed ; preterving us trom being 
eaſily. abuſed by captious Fallacies, gull'd by ſpecious Pretences, tolled about 
with every Doubt or Objection ſtarted before us ? 

Invention of any kind (in diſcerning the Cauſes of abſtruſe Effeds, in 
reſolving hard Problems, in demonſtrating Theorems, in framing Compo- 


ſures of witty Deſcription, or forcible Perſwaſion;) how much doth it exceed. 


the Pleaſure of hunting for any Game, or of combating for any Vittory? 
do any Man's Children ſo much pleaſe him, as theſe Creatures of his Bran? 

The reading. of Books what is it, but converſing with the wiſeſt Men of 
all Ages and all Countries, who thereby communicate to us their moſtde- 


_ .- .» liberate Thoughts, choiceſt Notions, and beſt Inventions, couched in good 
* Expreſl.on, and digeſted in exa&t Method. 


And as to the particular Matters or Objects of Study, all have their Uk | 


and Pleaſure. ' I ſhallonly touch them. 


The very initial Studies of Toygues and Grammatical Literature are very | 
profitable and we par? as the Inlets to ROaegs, whereby we are en | 
e 


bled to underſtand wi 


Men ſpeaking their Senſe in their own Terms and 


lively Strain, whereby eſpecially we are aſliſted to drink ſacred Knowledge } 


out of the Fountains, the Divine Oracles. 


Luther would not part with a little Hebrew he had for all the7urkiſhEmpine. | 


' Rhetorick, or the part of conveying our Thoughts to others by Speech 


with Advantages of Clearneſs, Force and Elegancy, fo as to intirud,to 
perſwade, to delight the Auditors ; of howgreat Benefit is it, if it be well 
uſed 2 how much may it conduce to the Service of God, and Edi cation of 
Men 2 What hath been a more efſeQual Inſtrument of doing good , 90d 


work- 


- - 


The Exerciſe of our Mind in rational Diſcurſiveneſs, about thin gs inqueſt | 
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gorking Wonders not only in the World, but in the Church how many 


als have been converted from Error, Vanity and Vice, to Truth, Sober- "Arhg Abytos, 
&; Juvamos-- 


ThePerufal of Ziftory, how pleaſant Wumination' of Mind, how uſe- **'% 2+ 


6 and Vertue, by an eloquent Apollos, a Bafil, a Chryſoſtom 2 


ql Direction of Lite? how ſprightly Incentives to Vertue doth it afford 2 
tow doth it ſupply the room of Experience, and furniſh us with Prudence 
the Expence of others, informing us about the ways of Action, and the 
(onſequences thereof by Examples, without our own Danger or Trouble > 
hw may it inſtruct and encourage us in Piety, while therein we trace the 
mths of God in Men, or obſerve the Methods of Divine Providence, how 
te Lord and Judge of the World in due ſeaſon prote&eth, proſhereth, 
teſſeth, rewardeth Innocence and Integrity > how he croſſeth, defeateth, 
thſteth, curſeth, puniſheth Iniquity and Outrage ; managing things with 
Jmirable Femper of Wiſdom to the good of M 
his own Glory ? | 
The Mathematical Sciences, how pleaſant is the Speculation of them to 
fie Mind 2 how uſeful is the PraQtice to common Life 2 how do they whet 
md excite the Mind 2 how do they inure it to ſtrict Reaſoning, and patient 
Meditation 2. 
Natural Philoſophy, the Contemplation of this great Theatre, or viſible 
ſtem preſented betore us ; obferving the various Appearances therein, 
nd inquiring into their Cauſes; reflecting on the Order, ConneQion and 
Krmony ot things ; conſidering their original Source, and their final De- 
jen: How doth it enlarge our Minds, and advance them above vulgar A- 
mſements, and the Admiration of thoſe petty things, about which Men 
akand bicker 2 how may it ſerve to work in us pious Aﬀecions of Ad- 
nation, Reverence and Love toward our great Creator, whoſe eternal dz- 


ankind, and Advancement 


Rom. 1+ 20d 
Plal. 19, 1+ 


Plal. 8. 


ity is clearly ſeen, whole g/ory is declared, whoſe tranſcendent PerfeCtions 
nd Attributes of immenſe Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs are conſpicuouſly 
iplayed, whoſe particular Kindneſs toward us Men doth evidently ſhine 
nthoſe his Works of Nature 2 

The Study of Moral Philoſophy, how exceedingly beneficial may it be to 
v, ſuggeſting to us the Diftates of Reaſon concerning the Nature and Fa- 
nlties of our Soul, the chief Good and End of our Lite, the way and means 
fattaining Happineſs, the beſt Rules and Methods of Practice; the Diſtin- 
tons between Good and Evil, the Nature of each Vertue, and Motives to 
embrace it ; the Rank wherein we ſtand in the World, and the Duties pro- 
xr.to our Relations ; by rightly underſtanding and eſtimating which things 
wmay know how to behave our ſelves decently and ſoberly toward our 
kives, juſtly and prudently toward our Neighbours ; we may learn to cor- 
rt our Inclinations, to regulate our Appetites, to moderate our Paſſions, to 
wvern our Actions, to conduct and weild all our Praftice well in Profecuti- 

WJ notour End ; ſoas toenjoy our Being and Conveniencies of Litein con- | 
W lant Quier and Peace; with Tranquility and Satisfaction of Mind ? 

But eſpecially the Study of Theology how numberleſs unexpreſſible Ad- 
antages doth it yield 2 For, 

Ttenlighteneth our Minds with the beſt Knowledge concerning the molt 
hand worthy ObjeRts in order to the moſt happy End, with the firmeſt 


[teertainly and perfectly doth inform us concerning the Nature and At- 
ibutes, the Will and Intentions, the Works and Providence of God. 

Ittully declareth to us our own Nature, our Original, our delign'd End, 
wr whole Zaty, our certain Way of attaining eternal Life and Felicity. 

It exactly reacheth us how we ſhould demean our ſelves in all reſpects,pi- 
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ward our ſelves ; without Blame in the World, with Satisfaction of our 
Conſcience, with aſſured Hope of bleſſed Rewards. 

It propoſeth thoſe Encouragements, and exhibiteth Aſſurances of thot: 
Helps, which ſerve potently to engage us in all good Practice. 

It ſetteth before us a moſt compleat and lively Pattern of all Goodne&. 
apt moſt clearly to dire, moſt ſtrongly to excite, molt obligingly to «©. 
gage us thereto ; eſpecially inſtructing and inclining to the Prattice of the 
moſt high and hard Duties, Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, Self-denial, Con. 
tempt of all worldly Vanities. | 


It diſcovereth thoſe ſublime Myſteries and ſtupendiousWonders of Grace 
| Pet, 1.12, Whereby God hath demonſtrated an Incomprehenſible Kindneſs to Man- 


Tir. 3-4 kind, and our Obligation to correſpondent Gratitude. 


piouſly toward God,juſtly and charitably toward our N eighbour,ſoberly to- 


Ir repreſenteth manifold Arguments and Incentives to love God with 


molt intenſe Aﬀection, to confide in him with mot firm Aſſurance, to de. 
light in him continually wh joy unſpeakable ; which are the nobleſt, the 
(weeteſt, the happieſt Operations of our Soul. 
4 It reareth our Hearts from vain Thoughts, and mean Deſires concerning 
. 4+ 8. ; : 
theſe poor, tranſitory, earthly things, to Contemplations, AﬀeCtions, and 
Hopes toward Objects molt excellent, eternal and cele{lial. 
It engageth us to ſtudy the Book of God, the Book of Books, the rich- 
eſt Mine of moſt excellent Knowledge, containing infallible Oracles of 
2 Tim. 3. 15- Truth, and heavenly Rules of Life ; which are able to make us wiſe to ſalup 
Mal. 19+ 10. £592, and perfedt to every good work. | 
And how can we otherwiſe be ſo well employ'd, as in Meditation about 
ſuch things 2 What Occupation doth nearer approach to that of the bleſſed 
Angels? What Heaven 1s there upon Earth like to that of conſtantly feaſt- 
. ing our Minds and Hearts in the Contemplation of ſuch ObjeQs? Eſpeci- 


ally conſidering that this Study doth not only yield private Benefit to our 


ſelves in forwarding our own Salvation, but enableth us by our Guidance 
and Encouragement to promote the eternal Welfare of others, and by our 
Endeavours to people Heaven, according to that Exhortation of St. Paul 
1 Tim. 4. 16. preſſing on Timothy this Study with Diligence ; Meditate upon theſe things, 
give thy ſelf w_ to them, that thy profiting may appear to all ; take heed 
unto thy ſelf, and unto the dofrine, continue in them ; for in doing this thuu 
ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and them that hear thee. 
So conſiderable is each part of Learning, fo extreamly profitable are 
ſome parts of it ; Indeed the Skill of any liberal Art is valuable, as a hand- 
ſome Ornament, as a harmlefs Divertiſement, as an uſeful Inſtrument upon 


Occaſions ; as preferable to all other Accompliſhments and Advantages of | 


Perſon or Fortune (Beauty, Strength, Wealth, Power or the like ; ) for 

who would not purchaſe any kind of ſuch Knowledge at any rate ; who 

would fell it for any Price ; who would not chuſe rather to be. deformed or 

impotent in his Body, than to have a miſ-ſhapen and weak Mind ; to have 

rather a lank Purſe than an empty Brain ; to have no Title at all, than no 

r Kings, Worth to bear it out? if any would, he is not of Solomon's Mind ; for of 

29—— Wiſdom (by which he meaneth a Comprehenſion of all Knowledge, Divine 

| and Humane ; into which the Knowledge of Natural things, of M- 

Prov.2, 1, Fiematicks, of Poetry, are reckoned Ingredients) he faith, The merchat- 

8.11. dize of it is better than the merchandize of filver, and the gain thereof than 

go > oo fine gold ; ſhe is more precious than rubies, and all the things thou canſt defire, 

4.7. _ © arenot to be compared unto her : Her fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine 
gold ; and her revenue than choice filver. 

Now then, conſidering all theſe Advantages of our Calling, if we by 

our Negligence or Sluggithneſs therein do loſe them, are we not very ut 
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'ateful to God, who gave themas with a gracious Intent for our Good, 
with ExpeCtation that we ſhould improve tliem to his Service 2 If God 
12d allotted to us the Calling of Ruſticks, or 6f Artificers, we had been 
pious in not diligently following it 3 but we are abominably ingrateful 
innegleQting this moſt incomparably excellent Vocation.  _.. 
Are we not extremely defetive to our ſelves, if indulging a wretched 
Humour of Lazineſs we will not enjoy thoſe fiveet Pleaſures, nor embrace 
hoſegreat Profits to which God in Mercy calleth us? : 


c__ "7 


If Solomon ſaid true, He that getteth wiſdom, loveth his own ſoul, he that keep- Prov: 19. 8. 


th underſtanding ſhall find good ; how little Friends are we to our ſelves, how 
le&ful of our own Welfare, by not uſing the means of getting Wiſdom 2 


The heart of him that hath underſtanding ſeeketh knowle ge ſaith Solomon ; Prov. 15. 14. 


vhat a Fool then is he that ſhunneth it 2 who, though it be his way and his 
hecial Duty to ſeek it, yet neglecteth it; chuſing rather to do nothing, or 
t do worle. | 
| And do we not deſerve great Blame, Diſpleaſure and Diſgrace from Man- 
kind, if having ſuch Opportunities of qualifying our ſelves todo good, and 
fre the Publick, we by our Idleneſs render oar ſelves worthleſs and uſeleſs? 

How, being ſlothful in our Buſineſs, can we anſwer for our violating the 
Mills, for abuſing the Goodneſs, for perverting the Charity and Bounty of 
ur worthy Founders and BenefaQtors, who gave us the good things we 
joy, not to maintain us in Idleneſs, but for Sapports atid Encouragements 
& our Induſtry 2 how can we excuſe our ſelves from diſhoneſty and perfi- 
lous Dealing, ſecing that we are admitted to theſe Enjoyments under Con- 
tion, and upon Confidence (confirmed by our free Promiſes and moſt ſo- 
knn Engagements) of uſing them according to their pious Intent, that is in 
1 diligent Proſecution of our Studies, in order to the Service of God, and 
«the Publick ? 4 

Let every Scholar, when he miſ-ſpendeth an Hour, or ſliggeth on his 
kd, but imagine that he heareth the Voice of thoſe glorious Kings or vene- 
able Prelates, or worthy Gentlemen complaining thus, and rating him ; 
Why, Sluggard, doſt thou againſt my Will poſſeſs my Eſtate > Why doſt 
houpreſume to occupy the Place due to an induſtrious Perſon 2 Why doſt 
ion forget or deſpiſe thy Obligation to my Kindneſs 2 Thou art an Uſur- 
jr, a Robber, or a Purloiner of my Goods, which 1 never intended for 
ichas thee ; I challenge thee of Wrong to my ſelf, and of Sacrilege to- 
nd my God, to whole Service I devoted thoſe his Gifts to me. 

How reproachful will it be to us, if that Expoſtulation may concern us , 


Merefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wiſdom, ſeeing he hath no prov. 19. 16- 


tart to at 2 

[f to be a Dunce or a Bungler in any Profeſſion be ſhameful, how much 
ore ignominious and infamous to a Scholar to be ſuch? from whom all 
Men expe, that he ſhould excel in intelletual Abilities ; and be able to 
lep others by his Inſtruction and Advice. , 

Nothing ſurely would more grate onthe Heart of one, that hath a Spark 
t logenuity, of Modeſty, of generous good Nature, than to be liable to 
ih an Imputation. 


| Toavoid it therefore (together with all the Guilt, and all the Miſchiefs « 
tending on Sloth) let each of us inGod's Name, carefully mind his Buſi- 


; And let the Grace and Bleſling of God proſper you therein. Amen. 
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How unſearchable are his Judgments, and his ways paſt 
finding out. 


*\HESE Words are the Cloſe ofa Diſputation, wherein St. Paul why 
_ engaged with the Advocates of Judaiſm, concerning God's Proyi. 
dence toward his ancient People, in rejecting the greateſt Part of 

them upon their refuſal to embrace the Chriſtian Doctrine; and in admit- 
ting the Gextzle World to favour, upon its compliance with the Overture 
thereof. propoſed in the Goſpel. In this Proceeding thoſe nfdels could not 
diſcern God's Hand, nor would allow ſuch a Diſpenſation worthy of him 
advancing ſeveral Exceptions againſt it: God (faid they) having eſpouſed 
and conſecrated us tohimſelf ; having toour Fathers, in regard to theirPie- 
ty, made ſo abſolute Promiſes of BenediQtion on their Poſterity ; havi 
conſequently endowed us with ſuch Privileges and choice Pledges of his 
Favour, having taken ſo much pains with us, and performed ſo great things 
in our behalf ; having ſo long avowed, ſupported, and cheriſhed us; how 
can it well conſiſt with his Wiſdom, with his Juſtice, with his Fidelity, with 
his Conſtancy thus inſtantly to abandon and repudiate us ? Doth not this 
Dealing argue his former Aﬀections to have been miſ-placed 2 doth it not 
implead his ancient Covenant and Law of ImperfeCtion 7 doth it not ſupplant 
his own Deſigns, and unravel all that he for ſo many Ages hath beendoing? 
Upon ſuch Accounts did this Diſpenfation appear very ſtrange and ſcands- 
lous to them : but St, Paul being infallibly aſſured of its Truth, doth under- 
take to vindicate it from all Miſpriſions, rendring a fair Account of it, and 
aſligning for it many fſatisfaQtory Reaſons, drawn from the general Equity 
of the Caſe, from the Nature of God, his Attributes, and his Relations to 
Men ; from the Congruity of this Proceeding to the Tenour of God's Pro- 
vidence, to his moſt ancient Purpoſes, to the true Intent of his Promiſes, to 
his expreſs Declarations and Predictions ; to the ſtate of things in theWorld, 
and the preſſing Needs of all Mankind : Such Reaſons (1 ſay, which I have 
not time more explicitly to relate) doth the Apoſtle produce in favour of 
this great Diſpenfation ; the which did ſuffice to clear and jultifie it irom 
all their Objeftions; yet notwithſtanding after that he had ſteered his Dif- 
courſe through all theſe Rocks, he thought it ſafe to caſt Anchor; winding 
up the Contelt in this modeſt Intimation, that whatever he could fay,might 
not perhaps exhauſt the Difficulty, or void all Scruple ; that therefore 
this and in all ſuch Caſes, for entire Satisfation, we ſhould have Recourle to 
the incomprehenſibleWiſdom of God, who frequently in the courſe of husFro- 
vidence doth a& upon grounds, and ordereth things in Methods tranſcending 


our Ability to diſcover or trace : To conſider ſome Cauſes and RAY Ft 
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tem XXIIL. The Unſearchableneſs of God's Judgments. | 
which Incomprehenſibility, and to ground thereon ſome practical Advices 
will be the Scope of my Diſcourſe : The Reaſons may be theſe. 


1.As the Dealings of very wiſeMen ſometimes are founded uponMaxims, 
1nd admit Juſtifications not obvious, nor penetrable by vulgar Conceit, 
may God act according to Rules of Wiſdom and Juſtice; which it may 
he quite impoſlible by our Faculties to apprehend, or with our Means to 
"m7 there are natural Modes of Being and Operation (ſuch as God's ne- 
afary Subſiſtence, his ProduRtion of things from nothing, his Eternity 
xithout Succeſſion, his Immenfity without Extenſion, his Preſcience without 
Neceſſitation of Events, his ever acting, but never changing ; and the like) 
othere may be prudential and moral Rules of proceeding far above our 
rach, ſo God himſelf telleth us: As the heavens are higher than the earth, 


h are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 


{me of them we may be uncapableto know, becauſe of our finite Nature ; 
fey being peculiar Objects of Divine Wiſdom, and not to be underſtood 


hyany Creature : For as God cannot impart the Power of doing all things - 


ible, ſo may he not communicate the Faculty of knowing all things in- 


Ifa. $5. $. 


r Tim. 1, 17; 


Rom. 16. 29, 


glgible ; that being indeed to ungod himſelf, or to deprive himſelf of his Jude 25. 


ferleſs Supremacy in Wiſdom ; hence is he ſtiled the only wiſe God ; hence 
vhe faid to dwe// in light inacceſible ; hence he chargeth the Angels with 
h; hence the moſt illuminate Seraphims do veil theirFaces before him. 
- Other ſuch Rules we may not be able toperceive from the Meanneſs of 
arNature, or our low Rank among Creatures ; for beneath Omniſcience 
there being innumerable Forms of Intelligence, in the loweſt of theſe we 
| one Remove from Beaſts ;' being endowed with Capacities ſuitable to 
tatinferiour Station, and to thoſe meaner Employments, for which we 
we deſigned and framed ; whence our Mind hath a Pitch, beyond which 


tannot ſoar ; and things clearly intelligible to more noble Creatures, 


woving in a higher Orb, may be dark and unexplicableto us : as a» Angel 
(God, ſo is my Lord the King, to diſcern good and bad, was an Expreſſion 
mporting this Difference, how thoſe glorious Creatures do overtop us in 
utelleual Capacities. 

Alfo divers Notions not ſimply paſſing our Capacity to know, we are not 
ſt in condition to ken, by reaſon of our Circumſtances here, in this dark 
(amer of things, to which weare confined, and wherein we lie under ma- 
mDiſadvantages of attaining Knowledge : He that is ſhut up in a cloſe 
kce, and can only peep through Chinks, who ſtandeth in a Valley, and 
kth his ProſpeCt intercepted, who is encompaſſed with Foggs, who hath 
Mta dusky Light to view things by, whoſe Eyes are weak or foul, how 
whe ſee much or far, how can he diſcern things remote, minute or ſub- 
is, clearly and diſtin&ly 2 Such is our Caſe ; our Mind is pent up inthe 
dy, and looketh only through thoſe Clefts by which Objects ſtrike our 
ale; its Intuition is limited within a very ſmall Compaſs ; it reſideth in 
aAtmoſphere of Fancy, ſtuft with Exahalations from 'Temper, Appetite, 
uſlon, Intereſt ; its Light is ſcant and faint ( for Senſe and Experience do 
kh only ſome few groſs Matters of Fact, Light infuſed, and Revelation 
Wparted to us, proceed from arbitrary Diſpenſation, in definite Meaſures ) 
Ur Ratiocination conſequently from fuch Principles, muſt be very ſhort 
Wdefetive ; nor are our Minds ever thoroughly ſound, or -pure and 


1 Tim. 6. 16. 


Job Ao I 8. 


Ifa. Ge 2. 


Plal. 103.20. 
2 Per. 2, IN» 


2 Sam. 14.17, 
29. 19. 27. 


Wfecate from Prejudices 5 Hence no Wonder, that now we are wholly 1g- . 


urant of divers great Truths, or have but a glimmering Notion of them, 
Mich we may, and hereafter ſhall come fully and clearly to underſtand : 


ithat even the Apoſtles, the Secretaries of Heaven might ſay,/He know in 
part 


pl 


1Core!3 9,12. 
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part, and we prophefie in part z We now ſee through a glaſs darkly, but they 
ace to face, : 
: In mn thoſe Rules of Equity or Experience, which we in our Tranſagi. 
ons with one another do uſe (being derived from our Original Inclinations 
to like ſome good things, or from Notions ſtamped on our Soul when 
God made us according to his Image, from common Experience, from any 
kind of rational Collection, from the Preſcription of God's Word) if they 
be applied to the Dealings of God will be found very incongruous, or de 
ficient ; the Caſe bang vaſtly altered from that infinite Diſtance in Nature 
and State between God and us ; and from the immenſe Differences which 
his Relations toward us have from our Relations to one another, 
Wherefore in divers Enquiries about Providence, to which our Curioſir 
will tretcl1it ſelf, 1t 1s impoſſible for us to be reſolved, and launching int 
* them, we ſhall ſoon get out of our Depth, ſo as to {wim, in DiſlatisfaRion 
or to ſink into Diſtruſt : Why God made the World at ſuch an Inſtant, no 
ſooner or later ; why he madeit thus, not exempt from all Diſorder ; why 
he framed Man (the Prince of viſible Creatures) fo fallible and frail; (6 
prone to Sin, ſo liable to Miſery ; why ſo many things happen, offenſive 
to him, why his Gifts are diſtriburxed with ſuch Inequality ? ſuch Queſtions 
we are apt to propound and to debate ; but the Reſolution of them 'our 
Mind perhaps was not made to apprehend, nor in its moſt elevate Condition 
ſhall attain it ; however 1n this ſtare we by no means can come at it ; itat 
leaſt being kept cloſe from us among thoſe things, of which it is ſaid, The 
Deur. 29. 30. ſecret things belong unto the Lord our God, in diſtinttion from others, about 
which it is added, But thoſe that are revealed, belong unto us and to our chil- 
dren for ever. 
In ſuch Caſes the abfolute Will, the Sovereign Authority, the pure Libe- 
rality of God do ſupply the Place of Reaſons, ſufficient, if not to ſatisfiethe- 
Rom. 9.20, Minds of Men fondly curious, yet to ſtop the Mouths of thoſe, who are 
Iſ.45.5- boldly peremptory : The which are alledged, not with'intent to imply that 
Gen. 18. 25. God ever ateth unaccountably, or without higheſt Reaſon, but that ſome- 
Ezek. 18.25. times his Methods of acting are not fit Subjes of our Conception or Dif 
9.5.3 cuſſion ; for otherwhileGod appealeth to the Verdict of our Reaſon; when 
| the Caſe is ſuch that we can apprehend it, and the Apprehenſion of it may 
conduce to good Purpoſes. 
2. As the ſtanding Rules of God's acting, ſo the occaſional Grounds 
thereof are commonly placed beyond the Sphere of our Apprehenſion. 
God is obliged to proſecute his own 'immutable Decrees ; working all 
Eph. 1.13, ?hings, asthe Apoſtle (aith, according to the counſel of his own will; which 
how can we any-wiſe come to diſcoyer 2? can we climb up above the Heaven 
of Heavens, and there unlock his Cloſet, rifle his Cabinet, and peruſe the 


Rom. 11.34 Records of everlaſting Deſtiny, by which the World is governed 2 No, Who | 


44 1X knoweth his mind, or hath been his counſellour > Who, faith the Prophet, hath 


Sap. 9. 13. ood in the counſel of the Lord; or hath perceived and heard his word ? 
bis 5 a as He doth ſearch the hearts, and try the reins of men; 
1Sam. 2.3. Pſal. 104.14. 139. 2. he doth * weigh their ſpirits, and their works ; he doth 


ws know their frame, he doth underſtand their thoughts afar 


Huds wir 38 ubre eG um mt medy- off 3 he perceiveth their cloſeſt Intentions, their deepeſt 
pars* 6 5 7 Inwv Ode, & F mam cn an. their molt retired panes ; iy conſe- 
ro TOY BR quently is acquainted with their true Qualifications 
and. Bs. wes ati Capacities As. Merits; unto which he mot juſily and 
wiſely doth accommodate his Dealings withthem ; the 
which therefore muſt often thwart the Opinions and ExpeRations of us, 
who are ignorant of thoſe Particulars, and can only view- the HE 
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Tice of Semblance of things : For as Samuel, in the caſe of preferring Da- 
e {before his Brethren, did ſay) God ſeeth not as man ſeeth ; for man look- 
th at the outward appearance, but God looketh on the heart. | | 
God alſo hath aperfect Foreſight of contingent Events ; he ſeeth upon 
what Pin each Wheel moveth, and with what Weight* every Scale will be 1.45. 11. 
med ; he diſcerneth all the Connections, all the Entanglements of things, 
nd what the Reſult will be upon the Combination, or the claſhing of num- 
trleſs Cauſes; in Correſpondence to which Perceptions he doth order 
tings conſiſtently, and conveniently ; whereas we being ſtark blind, or 
xy dim-ſighted in ſuch reſpects (ſeeing nothing future, and but few things 
neſent? cannot apprehend what is fit and feaſible ; or why that is done, 
qhich appeareth done to us. 
God obſerveth in what relations, and what degrees of Compariſon (as 
p their Natures, their Vertues, their Conſequences) all things do ſtand , 
ach toward others ; ſo poiſing them in the Balance of right Judgment, as 
mAly to diſtinguiſh their juſt Weight and Worth ; whereas we cannot tell 
itat things to compare, we know not how to put them into the Scale , 
je are unapt to make due Allowances, we arc unable to diſcern which ſide 
kth overweigh : In the immenſe Variety of Objects our Knowledge doth 
atend to few things eligible, nor among them can we pick out the bet 
(ampetitors for our choice : Hence often muſt we be at great Loſles in 
fanning the Deſigns, or tracing the Footſteps of Providence. 
1. Weare alſo uncapable thoroughly to diſcern the ways of Providence 
tom our moral Defects, in ſome meaſure common toall Men ; from our 
{pidity, our Sloth, our Temerity, our Impatience, our Impurity of Heart, 
ar Perverſeneſs of Will and Aﬀections : we have not the Perſpicacity to 
hy the ſubtile Tra*ts, and ſecret Reſerves.of Divine Wiſdom ; we have 
the Induſtry, with ſteady Application of Mind, to regard and meditate 
nGod's Works ; we havenot the Temper and Patience to wait upon God, 
util he diſcover himſelf in the Accompliſhment of his Purpoſes ; we have 
t Wothat Zlefed purity of heart, which is requiſite to the ſeeing God in his Ma". 5-8: 
cial Diſpenſations, we have not that ReCtitude of Will and Government 
« our Paſſions, as not to be ſcandalized at what God doeth, it it thwarteth 
ar Conceit or Humour ; ſuch Defe&s are obſervable in the beſt Men ; 
"lo therefore have miſapprehended, have difreliſhed, have fretted and mur- 
mired at the Proceedings of God ; we might inſtance in Job, in David, in 
F is, in Jonah, in the holy Apoſtles themſelves, by whoſe Speeches and De- 
1 {Winents in ſome caſes it may appear how difficult it is for us, who have x, ;o. ;. 
ſevvf fleſh (as Job ſpeaketh )and Hearts too never quite freed of Carnality, 
be through, or fully to acquieſce in the Dealings of God. 
[tis indeed a Diſtemper incident to us, which we can hardly ſhun, or 
by ae, that we are apt to meaſure the Equity and Expedience of things AC- 
++ {ng to our Opinions and Paſſions ; afteCting conſequently to impoſe 
God our ſilly Imaginations as Rules of his proceeding, and to conſtitute 
the Executioner of our ſorry Paſſions ; what we conceit fit to be done, 
fi lit we take God bound to perform ; when we feel our ſelves- ſtirred, then 
tpreſume God mult be alike concerned : to our Apprehenſions every 
rl | it Inconvenience isa huge Calamity, very Scratch of Fortune is a ghaſt- 
Wound ; God therefore, we think, ſhould have prevented it, or mult 
rently remove it ; every pitiful Bauble, every trivial Accommodation 
14 Water of high Conſequence, which if God with-hold, we are ready to 
he our on him ; and wail as Children for want of a Trifle. Are we found- 
awpry or enflamed with Zeal? then fire mu/t come down from heaven, 
0 Thunder-bolts muſt fiy about, then nothing but ſudden Vi oe and Ven- BE 
Y gCance 
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geance are denounced ; are we pleaſed > then Showers of Bleſſings my 
deſcend on the Heads ; then Floods of Wealth muſt run into the Laps of gy: 
Favourites, otherwiſe we. are not ſatisfied ; and ſcarce can deem God Awake. * 
or mindful of his Chgtge. We do beyond meaſure hate or deſpiſe ſome 
Perſons, and to thoſe God muſt not afford any Favour, any Mercy, any 
Forbearance, or time of Repentance ; we excellively admire or dote on 6- 
thers, and thoſe God muſt not touch or croſs ; if he doth not proceed thys 
he is in danger to forfeit his Authority : He muſt hardly be allowed to 00- 
vern the World, in caſe he will not ſquare his Adminiſtrations to our fond 
 Conceit, or froward Humour : Hence no wonder, that Men often are {lum- 
bled about Providence 5 For God will not rule according to their Fancy 
or Pleaſure (it would be a mad World if he ſhould) neither indeed could he 
do ſo if he would, their Judgments and their Deſires being infinitely various 
inconſiſtent and repugnant. Again, | 
4. The Nature of thoſe Inſtruments which Divine Providence doth ufc 
in Adminiſtration of -Human Afﬀairs, hindereth pe rm wg It: Itis 
PHus ...., an Obſervation among Philoſophers, that the Footſteps 
7 —_ OY OR" ſos of divine Wiſdom ans to Excluſion of doubt, far Be 
Praſeriptoſque mari fines — conſpicuous in the Works of Nature, than in the Mzx- 
Conſt —Func omnie rebar nagement of our Afﬀairs ; ſo that ſome who by Con- 
nſelio firmata Dez 
Sed cum res bominum tanta caligine templation of natural Appearances were convinced of 
or | God's Exiſtence and his Protection of the World (who 
NN rurſus labefafta cadebar ENENCE could not doubt but that an immenſe Wiſdom 
Religio, gc. PS TnIYs had erected the beautiful Amp or Frm ven wy Earth, 
Ge AUR ** had ranged the Stars in their Order and Courſes; had 
ea Led an he Bodies and Souls of 4nimals, had provided 
for the Subſiſtence and Propagation of each Species, had ſetled and doth 
uphold the viſible World in its ſo comely and convenient State, thit even 
ſuch Men) reflecting on the Courſe of Humane Tranſactions, have ſtagger- 
ed into Diſtruſt, whether a Divine Wiſdom doth fit at the Helm of our 
Afﬀairs ; many thence hardly would admit God to be concerned in them, 
þut ſuppoſed him to commit their Conduct to a. fatal Swinge, or a caſual 
. Fluftuation of obvious Cauſes : One great Reaſon of this Difference may 
be, that whereas the Inſtruments of Divine Power in Nature are in them- 
ſelves merely paſſive, or at only as they are a&ted by pure Neceſſity (as 
a Pen in Writing or a Hammer in ſtriking) being thence determinate, u- 
niform, conſtant and certain in their Operation ; whenever there any 
Footſteps of Counſel, any Tendency to an End, and Deviation trom the 
common Tracks of Motion do appear, ſuch Effects cannot reaſonably be 
imputed merely to natural Cauſes, but to a ſuperiour Wiſdom, weilding 
them in ſuch a manner, and ſteering them to ſuch a Mark : but the viible 
Engines of Providence in our Afairs are ſelf-moving Agents, working with 
Knowledge and Choice; the which, as in themſelves they are indetermi- 
nate, irregular and uncertain, ſo they are capable to be diverſified in num- 
berleſs unaccountable Ways according to various Repreſentations of Ub- 
| jets, or by Influence of divers Principles 'inclining to judge and chule 
difterently : Temper, Humour, Paſſion, Prejudice, Cuſtom, txample, tor 
gether with Contingencies of Occaſion (depending on like Principles in ad 
jacent free Cauſes) do move ſingly or combinedly, in Ways lo implicate,to- 
the various Production of ſo various Events, that nothing hardly can tall out, 
which may not with ſome plauſible Colour of Reaſon be derived trom ſome 
one of thoſe Sources, or from a Complication of them : Nothing can appear 
ſo uncouth or extrayagant, which may not be tathered on fome | etch: of 
Wit, or ſome hitof Fancy, or Capricio of Humour, or ſome Try 
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of Paſſion, or ſome lucky Advantage, or on di 
9 : wk. ge, or on diver E __ 
- Nut Provide x ve, - ry of ſuch Evens aries: oye. 
| Wo | C as ſupertiuous ; eſpeci TOS. bo y may 
; BB Diforders and DeteRs, only imputable ts Mand oro ing, that uſually 
| further 7's Events. | , do accompany and 
"ak pee rrp Cauſe would many think rieedful to aſſign f 
time7's reviling D ad on: Egypt, than the Envy of his Tan i for Gen ; 
db ung gi , than his baſe Malignity ; for David's Anas. for Ie% 45. 5. 1 
ein TRE ” -Srprage Pride : for Jeroboam's Revolt, than his Og Pal. 105, _ | 
; eing robb'd, than the theeviſh Diſpoſition of the wy 4 2 Sow. 4 Mg: 


for his being diſeaſed, than a Redundance of bad Humours ; for our Lord's OO Ig 
I $27 


SHffering, than the ſpiteful Rage My 
7 of th 
with the treacherous Avarice ., Judas C Ju Rulers and People ; together Job r, 
Theſe Events'all das, and the corrupt Eaſineſs of Pilate 4 22. 
T all of them are aſcribed to God S Of PHate? w 22. 
jon ; but M to God's Hand, and ſpecial Ordi 
ton ; but Men could not ſee or avow it in them ; h: pectal Ordina- 
ky in ſuch caſes to introduce God's Aid Pekeohoyer early va 
achieve the Fear ? 1d, when humane Means ſuffice to 
5, Indeed, as in N | 
A Aa P] ROSS _ Influences of Heaven, and of interiour Cay- 
heme png ke aderpi 01m of theſe Events, divine and humane 
Winarorhein, { as to m—_— » qr" I, that it is not ealie to 
ndence ; or to diſcern what God perfor . a je rig and {ſpecial Pro- 
ta by ſaperiour Efficacy ; when - ee >» Intruments , 
. R Ny ; 1 PL. 
» our Inclinations, when 1t 1s caſt from a Grain BEE a ww e£- 
thrown in by divine Interpoſi ated od tons 7 Ov ww x, 
gate Graf 17, owes wy: pore Lhe Cie 
feareth one A © Mr - nag wherein God's Witdom _ tn ay 
1e part, Man's Free-will pl x 
todo {trike in, we not ſeeing the rt, pony phos Nl ets 
(L : 2 , \ 
ira kg Ms fqn are phe "hom and-viſible. RR OTE 
ye eare todot | Ni 
acy.is ever very ſoft and gentle : —_ the manner of Divine Effi- 
tr: ſo as effect S : God diſpoſeth things. fortiter & 
| ; lo as eftectually to perform what h ſuavi- 
Wo. i: what he deſigneth, but in. the moſt , 
eaiie way : his Providence doth 1, the molt {ivect 5P-9. I. 5 
bl; : oth not hurry along like an 1 6 ne heart 
nmbling Torrent, but glideth o 'r impetuous Cz. 9 
MW -*lillible, but imperceptible Fore 5. me anrent, <> $95 
vt much ado, without any Cla ings down therewith. with- 
; tt 
this Mouth by _—_— ped TR Ry » l onal gs Head, by . Whiſper 
” Wiz up a cloſe Spring, he ſetteth th > is Purpoſes : wind- _... 
Wo. & =: eth the greateſt Wheels in Motion ; ts mves 84- 
x ung in an inſenſible Spoak, he ſtoppe | otion ; and pus , 
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, reer ; inje Qing K Though, 5 xciting wg ak the gre” Wheels in their vv 3edag. 
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i hip Ore ſuch Points of Reſolution.as S pleaſerh, ſo that 
50: Winton or lrapulle rs of ag own accord, without any exteriour Di- 
: Witto iulſe : Hence do his moſt effetual Operations flip! b 
ne WI Tout making Impreſſion on our Minds, which * ; Dy 
are: wont to apprehend 
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Sil. Ital, 


Iſa. 30. 18, 


Pſal. 33. 1. $9. 46. 99. 13. 74. 19. 


(Jer-23- 20.) effeted ; for, The Lor 


2 Pct-3. 9,10 


ceedings in Nature, might well ſay, As thou knoweſt not the way of the ſpirit 
or how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child, ſo thou knneſ 
not the works of God, who maketh all. Again, 

7. God in his Progreſs toward the Atchievement of any Deſign, is noe 
wont to go in the moſt dire& and compendious ways, but commonly 
windeth about, and taketh a large compals, entolding ſeveral other co-in. 
cident Purpoſes, ſome whereof may be no leſs con{iderable, than is that 
which we deem moſt neceſſary, and affe&t to ſee diſpatched ; but this 
Courſe ſeemeth tedious to us, who have not the Wit to perceive that Com- 
plexion of Ends, nor the Temper to wait for the Completion of them. je 
God, when we ſeem to need, doth not inſtantly appear in our Favour and 
Succour, if he doth not preſently vindicate Truth and Right ; if he doth 
not nip wicked Deſigns in the Bud, and repreſs the firlt Onſets of outragj. 
ous Violence ; if for a while he ſuffereth the *abernacles of robbers to pro. 
ſper, and iniquity to lift up its horn ; then he is in a Slumber, quite un- 
mindful or inſenſible of us ; then he turneth aſide his Face, or doth he- 
hold what paſſeth, as an unconcerned Spettator ; then he ſtandeth aloof, 
unready to help us; then doth he hold off his Band, not medling in our 
Afﬀairs ; in ſuch caſes we are apt to cry out, Eftis ulj 
O ſuperi : How long, O Lord, wilt thou forget ; how long 


44. 24.55. I- 94: 3-35. 17: wilt thou hide thy face? Lord, how long wilt thou look 
Pia 35: 17. 44: 25: 35+ Sebi: on 2 Awake, why ſleepeſt thou, 0 Lord ? why (tandeſt thou 
Plal.g0. 13. 6+ 4+ 7+ 7:80. 14- afar off ? why withdraweſt thou thy#hand 3 pluck it out of 
Pl 24. 0, Lt 19: 38-2.71-12. thy boſom: Return, O Lord, how long 2 ſuch are ourPray- 


ers, ſuch our Expoſtulations ; ſo is our blind Impatience 
prone to muſe and mutter ; not conſidering how many good Deſigns God 
is carrying on in a calm and ſteady Pace, by well meaſured Steps, all which 
in due ſeaſon, when they are ripe tor Accompliſhment, ſhall undoubtedly be 
1 as St. Peter faith, 2s not ſlack concerning his promiſe, 
as ſome men count ſlackmeſs, but is long-ſuffering toward all men, that is, he 
certainly will expreſs his faithful Benignity toward good Men, yet ſo #8 
alſo to extend his merciful Patience toward others ; he ſo will tender the 
Intereſts of ſome, as concurrently to procure the Welfare of all, and 
accordingly will time his Proceedings, allowing the Leiſure and Opportu- 
nities requiſite thereto : He can, although we cannot, wazt to be gracious; 
for as in him there are no Paſlions to precipitate Action, ſo to him there 
are no ſenſible Differences of time, Ore day being with the Lord as a thouſand 
years, and a thouſand years as one day. | 
8. Again, God (as is the Property of every wiſe Agent) is wont to at 
variouſly, according'to the State and Circumſtances of things, or to the 
Diſpoſitions and Capacities of Perſons ; ſo as to do the fame thing for dit 
ferent Ends, and different things for the ſame End ; to apply one Inſirt- 


Kecl: 9. I, 2» 


ment to ſeveral Uſes, and by ſeveral Inſtruments to work out one Purpoſe : 

ſo he afflicteth good Men out of Love for Trial and Improvement of thelr 
Vertues, bad Men inDiſpleaſure to illuſtrate his Power and Juſtice on them; 

he encourageth and bleſſeth the one, he puniſheth and curſeth the other 
with Proſperity ; he reclaimeth both from Error and Sin by either of thoſe 
Methods, as their Temper and their Circumſtances do require : Whence If 
is very difficult for us ever from the kind .of Accidents befalling Men to 
divine how far God is concerned in them, or to what particular Scope 
they areaimed ; ſo that well might the Preacher, upon a caretul Obferva- 
tion of ſuch Occurrences, eſtabliſh this Rule, No man knoweth love, or h4- 
tred (that is, the ſpecial Regard of God toward Men) by all that is before 


them ; 
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im; becauſe, All things come alike to all, there is one event to the righteous 
ad to the wicked. Farther, | | 

9. There are different Ends which Providence in various Order and Mea- 
fre doth purſue, which we, by reaſon of our dim Infight' and ſhort Pro- 
re& cannot deſcry : God, as the univerſal and perpetual Governour of the 
"1 in his diſpenſation of things, reſpeCteth not only the Good of this or 
that Perſon, of one Nation or one Age ; but often in fome degree wavin 
that, or taking care for it in a leſs remarkable way.) hath a provident toward 
the more extenſive Good of a whole People, of the World, of Poſterity ; 


he did order his Friend Abraham to. wander in a ſtrange Land, for the 


Hab. 3. 6- 


renefit of his Seed ; Joſeph to be ſold,. calumniated, and fettered for the 


reſervation of his Family ; our Lord to ſuffer thoſe. grievous things for 
he Redemption of Mankind ; the Fews to be rejected for the Salvation of 
he Gentiles :1n ſuch caſes pur-blind Men obſerving Events to croſs'particu- 
kr and preſent.Ends, but not being aware how conducible they may prove 
pgeneral, remote, and more important Deſigns, can hardly be ſatisfied 
tow @pd ſhould be concerned in them; the preſent, or that which lieth 
xacent juſt under our Noſe, 1s all that we can or will conſider; and there- 
ore muſt be ill Judges of what 1s done by all-provident Wiſdom. 

10. Again, God permitteth things, bad in their qwn Nature, with regard 
ptheir Inſtrumental Uſe and Tendency ; for that often the worſt things 
may be ordinable to the beſt Ends ; things very bitter may work pleaſant 
Heds ; upon the wildeſt Stock divine Husbandry can ingratt moſt excel- 
kat Fruit ; Sin really, and ſuffering reputedly, are the worſt Evils, yet from 
them much Glory to God, and great Benefit to Men do accrue ; even from 
te moſt wicked Act that ever was committed, from-the moſt lamentable 
ſent that ever did happen, Fruits admirably glorious, and-immenſely bene- 
kcal did ſpring ; yet uſually ſo blind are we as to be offended at ſuch things, 
nd from them to raiſe Exceptions againſt Providence. 

it. Alſo the Expediency of things to be permitted or croſſed, doth. fre- 
qiently conſiſt, not in themſelves ſingly taken, as particular Acts or Events, 
kit in their Conjunction, or Reference to others, with which they may be- 
me ſubſervient toward a common End ; ſo that divers things in them- 
flves extreamly bad, may by Combinatiowor Collifion engender good Ef- 
ks; and thence prove fit Weapons or Tools of Providence ; as the moſt 


tadly Poiſons may be ſo mixed, that curbing one another's Force, they 


my conſtitute a harmleſs Maſs, ſometimes a wholſome Medicine; but we 
wring on the ſimple Ingredients, and not confidering how they may be 
tkmpered, or how applied by a skiltul Hand, can hardly deem the 'Tolera- 
ton of them congruous to Wiſdom. Farther, | 
12+ That Providence ſometimes is obſcure and intricate, may be attribu- 
kd to the Will of God, upon divers good Accounts deligning tt to be ſuch : 
"oy (faith the Prophet ) thou art a God that hideſt thy ſelf, O God of Iſrael 
te SaVIOUr, my £ 
God commonly doth not intend to exert his Hand' notoriouſly ; for that 
mhereas every ſpecial Interpoſition of his Hand is in eftet a Miracle (fur- 
Mounting the natural Power, or thwarting the ordinary Courſe of interiour 
auſes) it doth not become him to proſtitute his miraculous Power, or to 
art it otherwiſe than upon fingular Occaſions, and for moſt weighty Cau- 
ts: *tis not conformable to the Tenour of his Adminiſtrations to' convince 
Men againſt their Will, or by irreſiſtible Evidence to wring Perſwaſion from 
IM or ſtupid Minds ; but to exerciſe the Wiſdom, and to prove the 
ligenuity of well-diſpoſed Perſons, who upon competent Intimations, ſhall 
capable to ſpell out, and forward to approve his Proceedings. 
r Hh2 13. He 


If. 45: 15. 


Pſal. 8g. 46. 
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13. He will not glare forth in Diſcoveries ſo bright as rodaz le, 


. : tO Con- | 

Hab.3. 4: found our weak Sight ; therefore he veileth his Face with a Cloud, ang 

_ 57-2: wrappeth his Power in fome Obſcurity ; therefore clouds and darkneſs are 
« I 8, 


round about him ; he maketh darkneſs his ſecret place ; his Pavilion round 
bout him is dark waters and thick clouds of the sky. F 

14. He meaneth thereby to improve and exalt our Faith, being the (&; 
ſcen, that he may be the more believed ; Faith never riſing higher than 
when it doth ſoar to Objefts beyond our Sight ; when we can approve 
God's Wiſdom end Juſtice in Occurrences ſurmounting our Conceit ; whey 
we can rely upon God's Word and Help, although the Stream of his Procee- 
dings ſeemeth to croſs our Hopes. 

x5. It is fit alſo that God many times deſignedly ſhould a& in Ways fur- 
paſſing our Apprehenſion, and apt to baffle and puzzle our Reaſon, that he 
may appear God indeed, infinitely tranſcending us in perteCtion of Wiſdom 
and Juſlice ; or that we comprehending the Reaſon of his Actings, ma 
not-imagine our Wiſdom ary ome our hp am oma; to his ; 
UE Wo — yea, that we in thoſe reſpeQs do exceed him ; @r That 
Bey pro Baur Fas -p. (as Tertullian diſcourteth) which may be ſeen, is leſ 
quibus occupatur, &f manibus quibus conta- than the eyes that ſurvey it ; that which may be compre- 


inatur, & fenſibus quibus inventt ar. Tefts : | "Is ; 
Apol 7. FP. hended, is leſs than the hands that. graſp it ; that which 


: Funk - Cangag Kay t facit, dum Gods being ineſtimable that makes him worthily eſlee- 

med;his being incomprehenſible rendreth him adorable, 

16. The Obſcurity of Providence doth indeed conciliate an awful Reve- 

rence toward it ; for Darkneſs naturally raiſeth a Dread of inviſible Pow. 

« ers; we uſe to go on tremblingly, when we cannot ſee far about us; we re- 

gard none ſo much as thoſe, whoſe Wiſdom we find to over-reach ours, 

and whoſe Intentions we cannot ſound ; it was Elihu's Obſervation, With 

God is terrible Majeſty, the Almighty we cannot find him out ;— men ds 
therefore fear him. ; | 

17. It is alſo requiſite, that God ſhould diſpoſe many Occurrences, croſs 

to our vulgar Notions, and offenſive to our-carnal Senſe,that we may thence 

be prompted to think of God, driven to ſeek him, engaged to mark him 


Job 37..22, 
23, 24. 


interpoſing in our Afﬀairs; Men from diſorderly and furprizing, Accidents - 


prepoſterouſly do conceive Doubts about - Providence, as if in managing 
things, nothing odd, or amiſs, would occur ; whereas if no ſuch Events did 


ſtart up, they might be proner to queſtion it, they would at leaſt come to 


forget or neglect it; forif humane Tranſactions paſſed on as do the Moti- 

ons of Nature, in a {mooth Courſe, without any Rub or Diſturbance, Men 
commonly would no more think of God than they do, when they behold 

the Sun rifing, the Rivers running, the Sea flowing ; they would not” de- 
pend on his Protection, or have recourſe to him tor Succour ; it is Difficul- 

ty and Diſtreſs ſeizing on them, which compel Men to implore God tor Re- 
lief, whichdiſpoſe them to ſee his Hand reaching it forth unto them ; ac- 
Pal, 58: 24, cording to that in the Pfalm ; When he flew them, then they ſought hin;, they 
returned and enquired early after God , they remembred that God was their 
rock, and the moſt high God their redeemer. Apain, | 

18. It is needful that the preſent Courſe of Providence ſhould not be 
tranſparently clear and ſatisfactory, that ve may be well aſſured concerning 

a future Account, and forced in our Thoughts to recur thither for a Relo- 
lution of all ſuch emergent Doubts and Difficulties ; for if all Accompts 
were apparently tated and diſcharged here ; if now Right did ever prevail, 
and Iniquity were ſupprelſed ; if Vertue were duly crowned, and Vice de- 

| ſervedly ſcourged, who would hope or fear an After-reckoning : a 
11s 


may be valued, is leſs than the ſenſes which rate it: itis | 


= 7. > = = x” 


—_— ww HGH9o— 4c KG DD = 


term. XXlll. The Unſearchableneſs of God s Judgments. 2137 


—_—; 


This indeed is the grand Cauſe, why Providence now doth appear fo 
doudy, that Men conſider not how our Aﬀairs have no compleat Determi- 
mtion, or final I{]ve here ;' things now are doing and not done; in a Pro- 
refsand Tendency toward ſomewhat beyond, not in a State of Conſiſtence 
ind Perfettion ; this not being the Place of deciding Cauſes, or diſpenſing 
Rewards ; but a State of Probation of Work, of Travel, of Combat, of run- 
MM ning for the Prize, of ſowing toward the Harveſt; a State of Liberty to fol- 
\ MW by our own Choice, and to lay the ground of our Doom ; of falling into 

Gin, and of riſing thence by Repentance ; of God's exerciſing Patience and 
ahibiting Mercy : wheretore as we cannot well judge of an artificial Work 
hy its firit Draughts, or of a Poem by a few Scenes, but mult ſtay till all be 
fiſhed or ated through ; ſo we cannot here clearly diſcern the entire 
(ongruity of providential Diſpenfations 2o the Divine Attributes, the Cata- 
fuphe or utmoſt Reſolution of things is the general Judgment, wherein the 
kep Wiſdom, the exact Juſtice, the perfe&t Goodneſs of God will be dif- gom. 2. 5. 
jayed to the full Satisfaction or Conviction of all Men ; when God's Ho- 
wor will be thoroughly vindicated, his deſpiſed Patignce , and his abuſed 
(nce will be avenged ; every Caſe will be rightly tried, every Wark will 
kjuſtly recompenced, all Accompts will be ſet ſtreight ; in'the mean time 
lyers things muſt occur, unaccountable to us, looking upon things as they 
wy {ſtand abſolutely betoxe us, without Reference to that Day : Conſider- 
wg this may induce us to ſuſpend our Opinion about ſuch Matters, allow- 
w God'to go through with his Work before we cenſure it, not being ſo 
ack and precipitate as to foreſtall his Judgment ; and ſurely would. we 
it obſerve that reaſonable Advice of St. Paul, Judge nothing before the time ; cox... g, 
wil the Lord come, our chief Doubts would be reſolved, our ſhrewdeſt Ex- 
mions againſt Providence would be voided. | 
0 Theſe are the chief Reaſons of the Point, which Meditation did ſuggeſt ; 

mon it (tor it is not a Point merely fpeculative, but -pregnant with uſeful 

$s MWiakquences) divers practical Applications may be grounded, which the 


þÞ. 15» 


ds Proceedings, or to define the Conſequences of them ; for it is plain- 


fond Arrogance or profane Impoſture to alſume perfect Skill in that which 
ueth our Capacity to learn. 


. It ſhould make us ſtaunch and cautious of grounding Judgment or Luke 13. :. 


e ne ſcarcely will allow me to name. | 
N 1, It ſhould render us madett and ſober in our Judgment about provi- 

: - | | Eccluf. 3. 20. 
5  Wiintal O:currences, not pretending thoroughly to know the Reaſons of pal. r3:. x, 
- 
d 
b) 


n lankure upon preſent Events about any Caule, or any Perſon ; for 1t- 1s no- 

d WWitous Temerity to paſs Sentence upon grounds uncapable of Evidence. 

A } [t ſhould repreſs wanton Curioſity, which may tranſport us beyand job rs. 12, 
[- i Bounds in Speculation of theſe myſterious Intrigues ; fo that we ſhall + 4 
e- Witour Labour and Time, ſhall diſcompoſe our Minds, ſhall plunge our Je 42-3 
Cc Wovinto vain Errors or anxious Doubts. | | 

O + It ſhould keep us from Conceitedneſs and Confidence in our own Wit- Job 40. 4- 

it ; for how can we conceit highly of that, or much confide in it, which bla. 34. No 
| find ſo unable to penetrate the Reaſon of moſt cammon and obvious 3g. g. 

be fearances ; ſo »on-pluſt in its Enquiries, fo defeated in its Expectations, 

0s Wiiliaken in its Judgments of things. * fit 0.5719 {330 

- {.t ſhould preſerve us from Infidelity, and fromDeſpair upon account of 

) l 


croſs Accidents occurring here ; tor 'tis unreaſonable'to disbelieve 2 
Mon, otherwiſe well grounded, becauſe we cannot afſoilScruples or Ca- 
SMawn from Matters inſcrutable to us; 'tis fooliſh to deſpair of a good 


Chryſ. Tom, 7. 


Em 


Of Obedience to our Spiritual Guides and Governours. Vol. 11; 


2 Kings 20 9 


Event, upon Appearances, whereof we cannot apprehend the full Reafgy 
or final Reſult. _ Os Ty, 
© 6. It ſhould prevent our taking Offence, or being diſcontented at any E- 


bar. 16.23: yents riſing up before us ; for to be diſpleaſed at that, which a ſuperiour 


Eccleſ(.8, 11. 


Iſaiah 26. 11. 


g. 12. 


Jer. 10. 24. 


Pſal. 36. 6. 


92. $o 


Wiſdom, unſearchable to us, doth orderyis to be diſpleaſed at we know not 
what, or why, which is childiſh Weakneſs, to fret and wail at that, which 
for all wecan ſee, proceedeth from good Intention, and tendeth to good If 
ſue, is pitiful Frowardneſs. | of 

_ 7: It ſhouldguard us from Security, or from preſuming upon Impunity 
for our Miſcarriages : For ſeeing God doth not always clearly and fully gif. 
cover his Mind, 1t is vain from God's Reſervedneſs to conclude his Uncon. 
cernedneſs ; or becauſe he is now patient, that he never will be juit in cha- 


izing our Offences. 
8. It ſhould quicken our Induſtry in obſerving and conſidering the Works 


of Providence ; for ſince they are not eali]y dilcernible, and the diſcerning 
them in ſome meaſure is ſometimes of great uſe, it is needtul that we be 
very diligent in contemplation of them ; the fainter our Light is, the more 
attent.we ſhould be ig looking ; the knottier the Subject, the more earneſt 
ſhould be our Study. on it. 

9. It ſhould oblige us to be circumſpect and wary in «our Converſation; 
for the darker the Way is, the more careful ſhould be our Walking therein, 
leſt we err, leſt we ſtumble, leſt we ſtrike on ſomewhat hurtful to us, 

ro. It ſhould engage us conſtantly to ſeek God, and to depend on him, 
for the Protettion and Condutt of his Grace, which is the only Clew, that 
can lead us fately through this intricate Labyrinth of worldly Contingencies, 

. Iz, In fine, \it ſhould cauſe us;humbly to admire and adore that .\iſdom, 
which governeth the World in ways no leſs great and wonderiul than jult 


Apoc. 15.3. and holy : For Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord, God Almighty ; 
I9e 2s 


juſt and true are thy ways, O thou king of Saints. 
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, be honour 
and.glory for ever aud ever. Amen. | 
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theſe times, wherein ſo little regard is had thereto; I have there- 
fore pitched on:this Text, being an Apoſtolical Precept, briefly and clearly 


erhoiping that Duty : and in.it we ſhall conſider and explain theſe re 


ticalars: x. The Perſons to whom Obedicnce is to be payed. 


(-)-inoon unto Spiritual Guides and Governours isa Duty of great 


that 


Ms 
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hat Obedience doth import, or wherein it confiſteth : and together with 

«Dlication of the Duty, we ſhall apply it, and urge its Practice. 

[, As to the Perſons unto whom Obedience is to be performed, they 
x generally ſpeaking, all ſpiritual Guides, or Governours of the Church 
(hole who ſpeak to us the word of God, and who watch for our ſouls, as they Hed. 13-7o17, 
me deſcrib'd in the Context) expreſſed here by a Term very ſignificant 
nd appolite, as implying fully the Nature of their Charge, the Qualifica- 
ion of their Perſons, their Rank and Privileges in the Church, together 
onſequently with the grounds of Obligation to the correſpondent Duties 
ward them. There are in holy Scripture divers Names and Phraſes 

ropriate to them, each of them denoting ſome eminent part of their 
ee or ſome Appurtenance thereto ; but this ſeemeth of all moſt com- 

hen(ive ; ſo that unto it all the reſt are well reducibie: The Term is 
<tueros, that is, Leaders, or Guides, or Captains ; which properly may 
(enote - ſubſequent particulars in way of Duty, or Privilege appertain- 
gg to them. | 
ef It may denote Eminence of Dignity, or Superiority to others : that 
hey are (as it is ſaid of Judas and Silas in the Ats) ardpes ryfuva o& at is, 22. 
thageis, principal men among the brethren : for to lead, implieth Prece- 
knce, which 1sa Note of Superiority and Preeminence. Hence are they 
liked Tegswres, Preſidents or Prelates; of mpwros, the firſt or prime Men ; 1 Tims, 17. 
juaCorss, the greater, Majors or Grandees among us: He (faith our  Thefl 6 : 
Ind) that will be the firſt among you, let him be your ſervant ; and He Mas. 20. 27. 
tt is greater among you, let him be as the younger ; and he that is chief, Luke 22,26. 
vhe that doth ſerve; where os patey, and « nysEO-, (the greater and 
telzader) are Terms equivalent, or interpretative the one of the other; 
adour Lord in thoſe Places as he preſcribeth Humility of Mind and De- 
manour, ſo he implieth difference of Rank among his Diſciples : whence FR 2.2 

: hbeff, 5.13. 

brender eſpectal Reſpect and Honour to them, as to our Betters, 1s a Du- 1 Tim. 5. 17. 


lg 2 Tim. 2+ 24. _Rom, [Þ.16c.. 
| t Cor. 4. I, 24,3 9: 5+ I+16, 
Wer: ) Aarsp3o: (the publick Agents BE oF, 9.4 i [. 2. 
the Stewards ) ouvepvr ( the Coadjutors, of AthRE RD me Op 2 OF 
Ws) mpio Bas (the Legates) &yyira (the Angels, or Mellengers) of God; 
ach Titles imply, that God by them, as his Subſtitutes and gr" 

| 10t 
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. doth adminiſter the Afairs of his ſpiritual Kingdom ; that as by ſecular 
Magiſtrates (hisVicegerents and Officers) he manageth his univerſal tem. 
poral Kingdom, or governeth all Men in order to their worldly Peace ang 
Proſperity ; ſo by theſe ſpiritual Magiſtrates he ruleth his Church, town 
its ſpiritual Welfare and Felicity. | Ns +1 

- 3- The Word alſo doth imply DireQion or Inſtruction ; that js, Gy. 
dance of People in the way of Truth and Duty, reclaiming them from pe.” 
Eph. 4. 11. . rour and Sin ; This, asit 1s a means hugely conducing to the Deſign of their 
OR 5. Office, ſo it is a principal Member thereof : whence zozanu Doftors, ox 
Maſters in Doctrine, 1s a common Name of them ; and to be gags | 


1 Tim. 3.2. able and apt to teach (ingrai Wt5a and repWuar) Is a Chick Qualificits 
yo 2- 28: of their Perſons; and to, attend on teaching, to be inſtant in preaching, ty 
"—_ . . 5 

i Tim. 4. 13» labour in the word and doftrine are their moſt commendable Performancg . 
« "oh Hence alſo they are called Shepherds, becauſe they feed the Souls of God's 
Col. 1.58. People with the Food of wholſome Inſtrution ; Watchmen, becauſe they 
obſerve Mens ways, and warn them .when they decline trom right, oft 
into Danger ; the Meſſengers of God, becauſe they declare God's Mind and 
Will unto them for the Regulation of their Practice. | - 3h ag 
4. The Word farther may denote exemplary Prattice ; for to lead'im - 

plieth ſo to go before, that he who is conducted may follow 3 as. a Captain 
marcheth betore his Troop ; as a Shepherd walketh before his Flock, "au 

ws 2 RS 1s, Guidegoeth before the Traveller, whom he direQth, 


Phil. 3. 17. Tir, 2. 7, hence they are ſaid to be, and enjoined to behave them 
2 Thefl. 3. 9,7. Heb. 3. 7. 


ſelves, as patterns of the flock ; and the People arechar- 
o * C ® 0 . . oy b o . 7 - : - f 
TI 3-61.28; 72-1 48 oed to imitate and follow them. \! 


Such in general doth the Word here uſed imply the Perſons to be, unto 
whom Obedience is preſcribed ; but there is farther ſome Diſtin&ion tobe 
made among them ; there are Degrees and Subordinations in theſe Guidan» 
ces; ſomeare in regard to different Perſons both impowered to guide, and 
obliged to follow or obey. - a0 

The Church is aces ordinata; a well marſhalled Army, wherein under 

i Per. 5. 4, Fe Captain-General of our faith and ſalvation (the Head of the Body, ths 
Heb. 3. 1. Sovereign Prince and-Prieſt, the 4rch-Paſtor, the chief 4po/tle of our profeſs 
fron, and Biſhop of our Souls) there are divers Captains ſerving in fit De- 

grees of Subordination ; Biſhops commanding large Regiments, Presbyters 

ordering leſs numerous Companies ; all which by the Bands of common 

Faith, of mutual Charity, of Holy Communion, and Peace being.combitied 

together, doin their reſpeive Stations govern and guide, are govertied 

and guided : The Biſhops, each in his Precincts guiding more immediate 

ly the Prieſts ſubject to them ; the Prieſts, each guiding the People come 

mitted to his charge; all Biſhops and Prieſts being guided by Synods' eſta 

bliſhed or congregated upon emergent Occaſion ; many of them ordinari- 

ly by thoſe principal Biſhops, who are regularly ſettled in a Preſidency 

over them ; according to the DiſtinCtions conſtituted by God and his A* 

poſtles, or introduced by Humane Prudence, as the Preſervation of Order 

and Peace (in various times and Circumſtances of things) hath ſeemed 

to require ; to which Subordination the two great Apoſtles may ſeem 

to have regard, when they bid us <vavn«g;aa at 

i Pet. 5. 5: Eph. 5.21. Phil. 2. 3: Mos, to be ſubje@ to one another ; their Injundtion 
"V'roraarw Ixg505 78 TA1cior au7s at leaſt may (according to their general Intent, whielt 
ogg : 3 ene} eps «7s. , aimeth at the Preſervation of Order and Peace)be well 
extended ſo far, db, 
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Gm. XXIV. Of Obedience to our Spiritual Guides and Governours. 
I this diſtintion there was never in ancient times made any queſlion, 4s nbc 
ar.did it ſeem diſputable in the Church, except to one Malecontent (4r- * 

jw) who did indeed get a name in Story, but never made much noiſe, 

obtained any vogue in the World : very few followers he found in his 
trerodoxy ; No great Body even of /Zereticks could find cauſe to dif- ; 

tat from the Church in this point ; but all Arians, Macedonians, Nova- E127. £9.65. 
ns, Donati/ts, &c. maintainea the diftinCtion of Eccletiaſtical Orders a- 

nogg themſelves, and acknowledged the duty of the inferiour Clergy to 

tir Biſhops : and no wonder, ſceing it ſtandeth upon ſo very firm and 

ar grounds; upon the reaſon of the Caſe, upon the teſtimony of Holy 

Epture, upon general tradition and unqueſtionable monuments of Anti- 

ity, upon the common judgment and practice of the greateſt Saints, 

Melons molt renowned for Wiſdom and Pity in the Church. 

Reaſon plainly doth require fuch Subordinations; for that without them 

ts ſcarce poſſible to preſerve any durable concord, or Charity in Chri- 

ſan Societies; to eſtabliſh any decent Harmony in the Worſhip and Ser- 

of God, to check odions >candals, to prevent or repreſs baneful Facti- 

as, to guard our Religion trom being overſpread with pernicious Hereſies, 

bkeep the Church irom bez ibatrered into numberleſs Sets, and thence 

fam being crumbled into nothing; in fine, for any good time to uphold 

te profeſi:on and practice or Qlriitianity at felt : for how if there be not 

ed Corporations of Chriſtian reople, having bulk and ſtrength ſuffici- 

mby joynt enqeavour to maintain the truth, honour, and intereſt of their 

Ilgion, if the Churci hould only conſiſt of independent and incoherent 

Inicles (like Duſt o: 5and) eaſly icattered by any Wind of oppoſition 

1m without, or by any commotion Within ; if Chriſtendom ſhould be 

qrely a Babel of confuſed Opinions and Practices, how, I ſay, then 

ould Chriſtianity ſubiiſt > how could the Simple among ſo diſcordant ap- 

whenſions be able to diſcern the truth of it, . how would the Wife be tem- 

Wedto diſlike it, being ſo mangled and disfigured 2 what an object of - con- 

kmpt and ſcorn would it be to the profaner World, ne 
(ſuch a Caſe? It *needeth therefore confidera- Oy vo goon raageph ay 
0 Jocieties fo uphold it ; but no Society (eſpeci- rings pn rathg 069 wr ogg ce rot 
uy. of any large extent) can abide in order and #® Eccleſi efficienur ſchiſmata, quod ſa- 
ace, under the management of equal and co-ordi- © Hier. 1 Luatk 

ate Powers ; without a ſingle undivided Authority, =Mwec Presbrierarum cet rite conſtituria 
whled to moderate Afﬀairs, and reduce them to a fifi porerh, in quo nutur fir nySw©+. 
M.- ys: Bez. de Grad. Min. Cape 22: 

tant, to arbitrate emergent Caſes of difference, to - 

Mgood Orders in execution, to curb the adverſaries of Order and Peace ; 

kele things cannot be well performed, where there, is a parity of many 

Wncurrents, apt to diſſent, and able to check each oo lo 
Wer; no Democracy can be ſupported without bor- _ Effntiale fait, quodex Dei Ordinatione 
za : . _© perpetua neceſſe fuit, eſt, & erit, ut P reſ- 
Wang ſomewhat from Monarchy ; no Body can live j,rzjv quipiants bo  dignitate Primi 
Aiout a Head; an Army cannot be without a Ge- attionj gubernandepreſit cameo, quod ipſt 
kl, a Senate without a Preſident, -a Corporation TOs L ay _ 
Mthout a Supreme Magiſtrate: this all experience, .- 

ſeſteth; this even the chief impugners of Epiſcopal preſidency do by 

Wr practice confeſs ; who for prevention of diſorder have been fain of 

Eirown heads to deviſe Eccleſiaſtical Subordinations of. Claſſes, Provinces 

np ;. and to appoint Mederatours ( or temporary Biſhops ,).1n 

War Ailemblics ; ſo that Reaſon hath forced the Diſſenters from the Church 

0imitate it. cf Ag Iv 

| there be not InſpeQors over the Doctrine and Manners of the.com- 

0 Clergy, there will be many who will fay and do any thing ;, they 
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= will in teaching pleaſe their own Humour,, or ſooth the People, or ſerv 

- their own Intereſts ; they will indulge themſelves in a licentious manner 
of Life; they will claſh in their DoQtrines, and ſcatter the People, ang 
draw them into Factions, | | 

It is alſo very neceſfary for. preſerving the unity and communion gx 
the Parrs of the Catholick Church ; ſecing ſingle Perfons are much fitter 
to maintain correſpondence, than headleſs Bodies. 

The very Credit of Religion doth require, that there ſhould be Peryr; 
raiſed above the common Level, and endued with eminent Authority, to 
whoſe care the promoting it ſhould be..committed ; for ſuch as the Pex. 
ſons are who manage any Profeſſion, ſuch will be the reſpe& yielded 
thereto ; if the Miniſters of Religion be Men of Honour and Authority 
Religion it ſelf: will be venerable. if thoſe be mean, that will become 
contemptible. | 

The Holy Scripture alſo doth plainly enough countenance this Diſtin- 

Apoc-2,3,Gc. Aion; for therein we have repreſented one Arge! preſiding over principal 
Churches, which contained . ſeveral Presþyters ; therein--we find Fpiſco- 
pal Ordination, and Juriſdi&tion exerciſed ; we have one Biſhop conſtity- 

A ting Presbyters 1n divers Citzes of his Dioceſe ; ordering all things there 

X Tim.%. ;, In concerning Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ; judging Presbyters, rebuking, ue! 

17,19920, 22, T&O) bailey, with all authority (or imperiouſneſs, as it ere ; Ti, 2, 

2 15.) and reconciling Offenders, ſecluding Hereticks, and ſcandalous 
Perſons. 3, 

In the Jewiſh Church there were an High-Prieſt, Chief-Prieſt;.a Sante- 
drin, or Senate, or Synod. x 

The Government of Congregations among God's ancient People (which 
it is probable was the Pattern that the Apoſtles, no affeters of needleſs In- 
novation, did follow in eſtabliſhing Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline among Chri- 
Qians) doth hereto agree; for in their Synagogues, anſwering to our 
Chriſtian Churches, they had as their Elders and Doctours, 10 over 

pn Un" them an eeyoweywyT., the Head of the. Elderſhip, and £ieſidpnt of the 

SYRAgogue, | w Mt | 
"The primitive general uſe of Chriſtians moſt effe&tually doth back the 
Scripture, and interpret it in favbur of* this Diſtindtion ; ſcarce lefs than 
demonſtrating it conſlituted by.the Apoſtles; for how otherwiſe is it ima- 
ginable, that all the Churches founded by the A4poſtles in ſeveral moſt di 
ſtant, and disjoyned phaces (at Jeruſalem, at Antioch, at Alexandria, at 
Epheſus, at Corinth, at Rome) ſhould preſently conſpire in acknowledge 
ment and uſe of it > how could it without apparent Contederacy be formed, 


how could it creep in without notable clatter, how could it be admitted 


without conſiderable oppoſition,#f it were nd in the Foundation of thoſe 
Churches laid by the Apoſtles > How is-it likely, that in thoſe Times of 
grievous Perſecution falling chiefly upon the Bifhops (when to be eminent 
among Chriſtians yielded ſlender Reward, and expoſed to extreme hazard; 
when to ſeek Preeminence waSin effect to epurt Danger and Trouble, Tot- 
ture and Ryine)' an ambition of irregularly advancing themſelves above 
their Brethren ſhould fo generally prevail among the ableſt and beſt Chr- 
ſtians? How could thoſe famous Martyrs for the Chriſtian Truth be ſome 
of them ſo unconſcionable as to affect, others 1o irreſolute as to yield to 
ſuch injurious Encroachments? and how could all the Holy Fathers (Per- 
ſons of fo renowned, ſo approved Wiſdom and Integpity) be ſo blind 2s 
not to diſcern ſuch a Corruption, or ſo bad as to abett-it ? how indeed could 
all God's Church be fo weak as to conſent in Jtidgment, fo baſe as toconr 
ply-in Practice with it 2 In fine, how can we conceive that all » leſs 
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monuments of. antiquity down from the beginning ( the Acts, the Epiſtles, 
WI the Hiſtories, the Commentaries, the Writings of all ſorts coming from the 
 W geſſed Martyrs, and moſt Holy Coxfeſſors of our faith ) ſhould confpire 
abuſe us; the which do ſpeak nothing but Biſhops ; long Catalogues -and 

- WT cows of Brſbops ſucceeding in this and that City ; Biſhops conteſting tor the 
ith againſt Pagan Idolaters, and Heretical corrupters of Chriſtian Do- 
arine; Biſhops here teaching, and planting our religion by their labours, 
here ſuffering and watering it with their. blood. 
[could not but touch this point : But I cannot inſiſt thereon ; the full 
Iſcuſion of it, and vindication of the truth from the cavils advanced 
inſt the truth by modern diſſenters from the Church, having employ- 
WE dutninbus Treatiſes ; I ſhall only further add, that if any Man be'fo 
ully, or ſo affetedly ignorant as not to ſee the reafon of the caſe, and 
he dangerous conſequences of rejecting this ancient form of diſcipline ; 
f any be ſo overweeningly preſumptuous, as to queſtion the faith of all 
Hiſtory, or to diſavow thoſe Monuments and that Tradition, upon the 
rllimony whereof even the truth and certainty of our Religion, and all | 
js acred Oracles do rely ; if any be ſo perverſely contentious, as to op- 1 Cor. 11.16; 
pſethe cuſtom, and current practice of the Churches through all Ages 
(wn to the laſt Age ; ſo ſelf-conceitedly arrogant, as to condemn or 
ſight the judgment, and practice of all the Fathers ( together alfo with 
the opinion of the later moſt grave D7vines, who have judged Epiſcopal 
rhdency needful, or expedient , where practicable ) ſo peeviſhly re: 
Qary as to thwart the ſetled order of that Church, in which he was 
aptized, together with the Law of the Countrey, in which he was born ; 


h MM mon ſuch a perſon we may look as one utterly invincible, and intracta- 
- Wit: So weak a judgment, and ſo ſtrong a will who can hope by reaſon 
i- {Wv convert? I ſhall fay no more to that Point. 

ir WW The 595490; theri, ( the Guides and Governours ) in our Text ire 
er {WE nmarily the Br/bops, as the ſuperiour and chief Guides, each in his 
" 


4 according to order peaceably eſtabliſhed ; then ſecondarily the Pre/- 
ers 1n their Station as Guides inferiour, together with the Deacons. as 
ie WY tieir afliſtants ; ſuch the Church always hath had, and ſuch by God's 
in {Wikſing, our Church now hath, toward whorh the duty: of obedience is to 
2» Wi pertormed. | 

ii- WI To the conſideration of that I ſhould now proceed, but firſt it kemeth 
at {Wedient to remove a main obſtruction to that performance ; which is 
56 Ws; a miſpriſion, or doubt concerning the perſons of our Guides and Go- 
xd, {W'mours ; for in vain it would be to teach or perſuade us to: obey them, 

WI! 1edo not know who they are, or will not acknowledge them : For as 
oſs 0 Religion it is Primus Deorum cultus Deos credere, The firſt worſhip of God Sev.Ep.gs. 
of Wiklieve God ( as Seneca faith) fo it is the firſt part of our obedience to 


ent Wir Governours to avow them ; it is at leaſt abſolutely prerequiſite there- | 

rd; it It was of old a precept of St. Paul to the Theſſalonians : We beſeech t Theſl.5.12. | 
or- WH Brethren to' know thoſe , who labour among you ; and prefide over you ; 

"i ad another to the Corinthians ; Submit your ſelves (faith he) to ſuch, and — anhns 
wi- 


"every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth---then he ſubjoineth Earyires = 

me Wert 755 Tore, acknowledge ſuch ; there were, it ſeemeth, thoſe in the 4- 

Wilical times, who would not know, or acknowledge their guides ; thete 

Pere We even thoſe, who would not admit the Apoſtles themſelves; ( as Saint 3 John 10. 
» faith of Diotrephes ) who refiſted their words ( as: St. Paul faith of * 45 

 W#rarder ) to whom the Apoſtles were not Apoſtles, as St. Paul intima- 

* concerning ſome in regard to himſelf ; there were then Pſeud-apoſtles, 

bet: Wo excluded the true Apoſtles, intruding themſelves into that high —_ 

; E-1-2 0 
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2 Cor. 5.2. No wonder then it may be, that now in theſe dregs of time, 


4 
2 Cor. I tel 


RN ft | there ſhoulg 
Phil.3. 2, be many, whodifavow, and deſert their true Guides, transferring the gþ. 
ſervance due to them upon bold pretenders ; who are riot indeed Guides 
but Seducers ; not Governours, but Uſurpers, and facrilegious Invaders of 
this holy Office : The duty we ſpeak of cannot be ſecured without Pre- 
venting or correcting this grand miſtake ; and this we hope to compa 
by repreſenting a double character or deſcription, one of the ?rue Guides © 
another of the counterfeits, by comparing which we may eaſily diſtinguiſh 
them, and conſequently be induced dutifully to avow and follow the one 

ſort, wiſely to diſclaim and decline the other. 

Thoſe, Ifay, then, who conſtantly do profeſs, and teach that ſougd 
and wholſome Doctrine, which was delivered by our Lord, and his Apo- 
ſtles in word and writing, was received by their Diſciples in the primitive 
Churches, was tranſmitted and confirmed by general tradition, was ſealed 
by the bloud of the bleſſed Martyrs, and propagated by the labours of the 
Holy Fathers; the which alſo manifeſtly recommenceth and promoteth 
true reverence and piety toward God, juſtice and charity-toward Men, or- 
der and quiet in humane Societies, purity and ſobriety in each Man's pri. 
vate converſation : | 
Thoſe who celebrate the true worſhip of God, and adminiſter the Ho- 
ly Myſteries of our religion 1n a ſerious, grave, decent manner, purely 
and without: any notorious corruption either by hurtful errour, or fy- 
perſtitious foppery, or irreverent rudeneſs, to the advancement of God's 
honour, and edification of the participants in vertue and piety. 

Thoſe who derive their authority by a continued ſucceſſion from the 
Apoſtles; who are called unto, and conſtituted in their office in a regular 
and peaceable way, agreeable to the inſtitution of God, and the conſtant 
practice of his Church ; according to rules approved in the beſt and pureſt 
Ages; who are prepared to the exerciſe of their funftion by the beſt edu- 
cation, that ordinarily can be: provided, under ſober diſcipline, in the 
Schools of the Prophets, who thence by competent endowments of mir, 
and uſeful furniture of good learning, acquired by painful ſtudy, become 
qualified to guide and inftruct the people: Who after previous examination 
of their abilities, and probable teſtimonies concerning their manners (with 
regard to the qualifications of incorrupt doctrine, and ſober converſation 
preſcribed by the 4poſtles ) are adjudged fit for the office; who allo in a 
pious, grave, folemn manner, with invocation of God's bleſſing, by laying 
on the hands of the Presbytery are admitted thereunto. | 

Thoſe whoſe practice in guiding and governing the people of God is 
not managed by arbitrary, uncertain, fickle, private fancies or humours, 
but regulated by ſtanding Laws ; framed ( according to general dire 
ons extant in Holy Scripture ) by pious and wiſe perſons, with mature 
advice, in accommodation to the ſeaſons and circumſtances of things for 
common edification, order and peace. | EY 

Thoſe who, by virtue of their good principles, in their diſpoſition and 
demeanour appear ſober, orderly, peaceable, yielding meek ſubmultion 
to Government, tendring the Churches peace, upholding the communt 
on of the Saints, abſtaining from all ſchiſmatical, turbulent and factious 
practices. | | 

Thoſe alſo, whoare acknowledged by the Laws of our Countrey, 2 
xPet, 2.13. Obligation to obey whom is part of that humane conſtitution, unto which 
we are in all things (not evidently repugnant to God's Law _) indilpen- 
ſibly bound to ſubmit ; whom our Sovereign, God's Vicegerent and 
nurſing Father of his Church among us ( unto whom in all things ligh 
| rep 
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reſpect in all lawful things entire obedience is due ) doth command and 
encourage u$ to obey ? 


Thoſe, I fay, to whom this character plainly doth agree, wemay rea- 
&nably be aſſured, that they are our true Guides and Governours; whom 


yeare obliged to follow and obey : For what better aſſurance can we in 


reaſon delſtre ? what more proper marks can be aſſigned to diſcern them 


by? what methods of conſtituting ſuch needful officers can be {ſetled more 


inſwerable to their deſign, and uſe? how can 1t be evil or unſafe to fol- 
bw guides authorized by ſuch warrants, conformed to iuch patterns, en- 
4wed with ſuch diſpoſitions, ating by ſuch principles and rules? cari 
ve miſtake , or miſcarry by complying with the great body of God's 
Church through all Ages, and particularly with thoſe great Lights of the 
Mimitive Church, who by the excellency of their knowledge, and the 
integrity of their virtue have ſo illuſtrated our Holy Religion ? 
There are on the other hand ſufficiently plain characters, by which we | 

may deſcry ſeducers, and falſe pretenders to guide us. 


Thoſe who do irceMiteoxanrav, teach otherwiſe, or diſcourſe from the 1 Tim. 6.3. 


por ancient wholſome Dodtine, revealed in the Holy Scripture, atteſted &5* 


7 Univerſal Tradition, profeſled, taught, maintained to deatli-by the Pri- r Tim. 1. 4. 


4. 
tv, 


nitive Saznts and Martyrs ; who affe& novelties, uncouth notions, big ©4:2* 


2 Tim. 2.14; 


words, and dark Phraſes, who dote on curious empty ſpeculations, and 16, 23. 


ide queſtions, which engender ſtrife, and yield no good fruit. 


Tir. 3. 9. 
2 C9 , 2 Pet. 2, 18. 
Thoſe who 'ground their opinions, and warrant their proceedings not nfrum ording- 


y clear teſtimonies of divine revelation, by the dictates of ſound reaſon, tmes remera- 
, the current authority of wiſe and good Men, - but by the ſuggeſtions /© nan. 


tes, lewes, 


0 
ences to ſpecial inſpiration, by imaginary neceſlities, and ſuch like tal 
(us rules, | 
Thoſe who by counterfeit ſhews of mighty zeal, and extraordinary af- . 
kftion, by affected forms of ſpeech, by pleaſing-notions, by propheſying - 
ſwoth things, daubing and glozing, by various artafices of flattery end traud 
itrat and abuſe weak and heedleſs people. P 
Thoſe who without any apparent commiſſion 
hm God, or allowable call from Men, or extra- 
adinary neceſſity of the caſe, in no legal or regular 


aCt- 


i + 44.4 3 


Church, do. intrude themſelves into the office, orare + gr. 4 vs. zi9 1. 256 
ly aſſumed thereto by ignorant, unſtable, giddy, ky 


atious people, ſuch as thoſe of whom St. Paul faith, that dccording to * Tim. 4 3. 


tir own Luſts they heap up teachers to themſelves, having itching ears. - 
Thoſe who are not in reaſonable ways fitly prepared, not duly appro- 
ed, not competently authorized, not orderly admitted to the office, ac- 
ording to the preſcriptions of God's Word, and'the_. practice of his 
Church ; not entring into the fold by the door, but breaking through, or 
Gmbering over the fences of ſober diſcipline. | 


. Thoſe who in their mind, their principles, their deſigns, and all their 
Mattice appear void of that charity, that meekneſs, that calmneſs, that 

gavity, that ſincerity, that ſtability , which qualife worthy and true 
vides : Who. in the diſpoſition of their mind are froward, fietce; and 
lubborn, in their principles looſe and ſlippery, in their deſigns and beha- 
four turbulent, diſorderly, violent, deceitful : Who regard not order or 
Mce, but wantonly raiſe ſcandals, create diſſentions, abett and foment 
Uurbances in the Church. Who under religious appearances indulge 

ar paſſions, and ſerve their intereſts, uſing a guiſe of devotion, _ 
f DT 


their own fancy, by the impulſes of their paſſion, and zeal, by =. Tercull, 


Hi ſunt qui ſe ultro apud temeraria; 
convenas ſine divina dilpeſitione prefici- 
LT wht, qui fe prepoſitos ſine ulla ordinatio- 
Way, according to no cuſtom received in God s .#% lege conſtituent, qui nemine Epiſcopa- 
os tum dante: Epiſcopt ſibi nomen aſſumunt, 


nd 2 


temergs 
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talk about holy things as inſtruments to vent wrath, envy. arid ſpleen . 
to drive forward deiigns of ambition and avarice ; who wyll not fubmix 
to any certain judgment or rule, will Iike nothing but what- their fanc 
{uggelts, will acknowledge no law but their own will; who for no ju 
cauſe, and upon any ſlender pretence withdraw themſelves, and ſeduce ». 
thers from the Churchin which they were brought up, deſerting its cor. 
munion, impugning its laws, detaming its Governours, endeayouring tg 
ſubvertitseſtabliſhment : Who manage their d:ſcipline (ſuchas it is of their 
own framing ) unadviſedly and unſteadily, in no flable method, accor. 
ding tono fetled rule, but as preſent conceit, or humour, or adyantage 
prompteth ; ſo that not being fixed in any certain judgment or pradtice, 
they ſoon claſh with themſelves, and divide from one another; inceſſant. 
ly roving from one Sect to another ; being carried about with divers 1 

$64 ftrange Dottrines ; like Children toſſed to and fro with every wind of Dy 

et 

| Thoſe, the fruits of whoſe dofrine and managery amount at beſt one. 
ly to empty form of godlineſs, void of real vertue ; while in truth they gil 
the minds of Men with 1l|-paſſions, ill-ſurmiſes, ill-will ; they produce 
impious, unjuſt and uncharitable dealing of all kinds, particularly diſcor- 


tentful murmurings, diſobedience to Magiſtrates; ſchiſms and faRtions in 
the Church ; combuſtions and ſeditions in the State. 


2 Tim. 3.13, In fine thoſe, who in their temper and their deportment. reſemble thoſe 


ancient ſeducers, branded in the Scripture, thoſe evil Men, who did ſeduce, 
and were ſeduced: © 


Tit. 1.10. Whoſe diſpoſitioris are repreſented in theſe Epithets : They were awn- 
Texlo, unruly, of perforis indiſpoſed and unwilling to ſubmit to Govern- 


2 Per. 2.10, Iment; ToAmnlat ” audadas; preſumptuous and ſelf-willed, or ſelf-pleaſing | 


darers yy} Ural, pelipoiggl, murmurers, complainers, or conjundly diſcor- 
Tic.3-10,11. tented mutiners, eUToxaT2xela, ſelf-condemned, namely, by contradifi- 
2 Tim-3-13> ous ſhuffling and ſhifting, or by excommunicating themſelves from the 
"A Church ; yorls, bewitchers, inveagling and deluding credulous people by 
Matt. 7.15. diſtimulation, and ſpecious appearances ; having a form of godlineſs, but deny- 
AR. 20.29. zng the power ere ; being wolves in ſheeps cloathing, grievous wolves nt 

ſparing the flock ; deceitful workers, transforming themſelves into the ſervants 
LO 11-13» of Chriſt, and Miniſters/of righteouſneſs ; lovers of themſelves, covetous, boa- 
IC. 


2 Pet. 3.15. minded, vain talkers, deceivers, ignorant, unlearned, unſtable : 
Rom. 16. 11, Whoſe practices were; To cauſe diviſions and offences contrary to recerved 


18, _ Doftrine : By good words and fair. ſpeeches to deceive the hearts of the fimple; 
CeO 1.6, ..--7o ſwerve from charity---having turned aſide to vain jangling, lin 
Eph. 4.14. fo be teachers of the Law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereef 
A2.70-137- they afirm. To beguile unſtable Souls; To lie in wait to deceive ; To ſpeat 


ofa $4 perverſe things that they may draw Diſciples after them; to creep into Hi 
2 Per.2.18. ſes captivating filly Women ; To doat about queſtions and ſtrifes of words , 
a > whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſmgs, perverſe diſputings; To 
r Tim-4.2. ſpeak ſwelling words of vanity ; To admire perſons becauſe of advantage ( 0 
Phul 1:16:17: out of private deſign, for ſelf-intereſt ; ) To ſubvert whole houſes, teaching 
2 Thell2.6, things which they ought not for filthy Iucres ſake; to ſpeak lies in hypocrifee ; 
L1- To preach Chriſt out of envy and ſtrife, not out of good-will, or pure mtenti- 
Hs gon (bx &ywos, not purely; To promiſe liberty totheir followers ; To walk dif- 

' 16. orderly ( that is, inrepugnanceto order ſetled in the Church ; -) To deſpiſe 
4 _ dominion, and without ſear to reproach dignities ; To ſpeak evil ( ralbly ) 


of thoſe things which they know not ( which are beſide their skill and cogny 


zance ) To ſeparate themſelves, from the Churc!:, 


Such 


Tim. 6.4. Jter5, proud, revilers, truce-breakers, falſe-accuſers, traytours, heady , high» | 
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"Such Perſons as theſe, arrogating to themſelves the Office of Guides, TN 6G | 
| l $-# 
ind pretending to lead us, we mult. not follow or regard, but are in rea- Rom. 16; 16. 
12nd conſcience obliged to rejett and ſhun them, as the Miniſters of $4- 2 Tim. 6. 5. 
4, the Peſts of Chriſtendom, the Enemies and Murtherers of Souls. 
ſt can indeed no-wiſe be fafe to follow any ſuch Leaders ( whatever 
Pretences to ſpecial Illumination they hold forth, whatever ſpecious 
giſes of Sanity they bear ) who in their Doctrine or Practice defle&t 
from the great beaten Roads of holy Scripture, primitive Tradition, and 
(atholick Practice, roving in bye-paths ſuggeſted to them by their pri- 
te Fancies and Humours, their Paſiions and Luſts, their Intereſts and Ad- 
nntages : there have in all Ages ſuch counterteit Guides ſtarted up, ha- 
ing debauched ſome few heedleſs Perſons, having ereQted ſome aÞz- 
w4y934, Or petty Combinations againſt the regularly ſetled Corpora- 
tons; but never. with any durable {ucceſs or countenance of Divine Pro- 
ndence ; but like prodigeous Meteors, having cauſed a little gazing; and J*% 13. 
me Diſturbance, . their Sets have ſoon been dillipated, and have quite 
noiſhed away : the Authors and Abettors of them being either buried: in 
hlivion, or recorded with ignominy : like that Thendas in the Speech 
of Gamalzel ; who rofe'up boaſting, himſelf to be ſomebody; to whom a number AQ $. 36: 
of Men about 460 joyned themſelves; who was ſlain, and all as many as obeyed 


lim, were ſcattered, and brought to nought, 


But let thus much ſuffice to have been ſpoken concerning the Perſons 
p-whom Obedience mult be performed. 


Of Obedience to our Spiritual 
- Guides and Governours. 


(YI OG 9. = Os 


H E B. XIIL 17. 
Obey them that have the Rule over you. 


es to the Duty it ſelf, the Obedience preſcribed, which may 
(according to the extent in ſignification of the Word Te:Sz2y.) be 
bncerved to relate either to the Government, or to the Doctrine, [or to }. 
it Converſation of the Perſons ſpecified; implying that we ſhould o- + 
ky their Laws, that we ſhould embrace their Doctrine, that we' ſhould 
oform to their Practice, according to proper Limitations of- ſuch Per- 
ance, reſpectively : vi 4,08 46 
We begin with the firſt; as ſeeming chiefly intended by the Words: 
Obedience to Eccleſiaſtical Government ; what this doth import we 
WP underſtand by conſidering the Terms, whereby it is expreſſed, and 
toſe whereby its Correlate ( ſpiritual Government ) is ſignified ; by Ex- 
- 727» Practice relating to it, by the Nature and Reaſon of the Mat- 
it ſelf. 


Beſide 


— ——_ 
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Beſide the Word Tay (which is commonly uſed to ſignifie all fort; 
of Obedience, chiefly that which is due to Governours) here is addeg , 
Word ſerving to explain that, the word «<>eaxav, which fignifieth to yield 
give way, or comply ; relating ( as it ſeemeth by its being put indefinite. 
(Tit.3.1. Iy) toall their proceedings in matters concerning their charge, In other 
"Per. 2 13.) Places, parallel to-our Text, it is. expreſſed by xarrzory, the ſame Term, 
bl by which conſtantly the Subje&tion due to ſecular Powers (in all the Pre. 
x Per. 5.5- cepts enjoyning, it )) is expreſſed: Ouows vewrreps waz We mpeofburighs, 
In like manner ( or correſpondently ſaith St. Peter,) ye younger ſubmit your 
Luke 22.26. ſelves to the elder ( that is, as the Context ſhews, ye Interiours in the - 
Church obey your Superiours; s »«@7©- both there and otherwhere doth 
Ggnifie the ſtate of inferiority, as « Tpeobvrtess importeth Dignity and 
1 Cor. 16.16. Authority.) And vanmzovedr Tois ToidTos, ſubmit your ſelves unto ſuch, and 
is. to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth, faith St. Paul ; and aa 
Noig Vane pero, Submitting your ſelves to one another in the fear of Gd, 
that is, yielding conſcientiouſly that Submiſſion, which eſtabliſhed Order 
requireth from one to another : whence we may collect,. that the Duty 
conliſteth in yielding ſubmiſſion and compliance to all Laws, Rules and 
Orders enacted by Spiritual Governours for the due celebration of God's 
Worlhip, the promoting Edification, the conſerving Decency, the mainte- 
nance of Peace; as alſo to the Judgments and Cenſures in order to the 
ſame Purpoſes admimiſtred by them. 

This Obedience to be.due to them may likewiſe be inferred from the 
various Names and Titles attributed to them ; ſuch as thoſe of Prelates, Sw 
perintendents, Paſtours, Supraviſours, Governours and Leaders ; which Terms, 
( more largely touched before )) do imply Command and Authority of all 
ſorts, Legiſlative, Judicial, and Executive. | 

Such Obedience-alſo Primitive Praftice doth aflert to them : for what 
Authority the holy Apoſtles did aſſume and exerciſe, the ſame we may rez- 
ſonably ſuppoſe derived te-them ; the ſame in Kind, although not in pecu- 
liarity of manner (Þy immediate Commiſſion from Chri/t, with ſupply of 

- _._ _. extraordinary Gifts and Graces) and in unlimitedneſs of extent: fi they 
paged ug do ſucceed to the Apoſtles in charge and care over the Church, eachin his 
participes ſu- Precin& (the Apoſtolical Office being diſtributed among them all.) The 
_ #14 fame Titles which the Apoſtles aſſumed to themſelves, they aſcribe to thei 
Unit. Ecct, Sympresbyters, requiring the ſame Duties from them, and preſcribing Obe- 
ys En dience to them in the ſame Terms ; They claimed 

- DepehP he) no more Power than was needful to further Edifica- 
To confirm Proſelytes. C  -tion, and this is requiſite that preſent Governours 
To exentte RUehnon. alſo ſhould have ; their Practice in Government may 
4.07: 11: 34-alſo well be preſumed exemplary to all future Governours : As then we 
A& 15, 28. ſee them Aſgroear, to order things, and frame Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, 
x Cor. 5. 12. H\1op03v, to redtifie things, or reform defefts, to impoſe Obſervances neceſſary 
oof no w= 6 or expedient to the time ; to judge Cauſes and Perſons, being ready to ar 
2 Cor. 4. 21. Venge Or. puniſh every diſobedience ; to uſe ſeverity upon occaſions ; with 
A ha BO the ſpiritual Rod to chaſtiſe ſcandalous Offenders, diſorderly walkers, Per- 
I: ” > fons contumacious and unconformable to their Injuntions; to reject Her 
Tit. 3.10 reticks, and baniſh notorious Sinners from Communion, warning the Faith 
5 9s bc ful to forbear converſation with them : As they did challenge to them- 
2 Cor. 10. 8. ſelves an authority from Chriſt to exerciſe theſe and the like Acts of ſpiritual 
73-10. Dominionand Juriſdiction, exacting punctual Obedience to them; as We 
Epiſcopi ſuc- alſo ſee the like Acts exerciſed by Biſhops, whom they did conſtitute to 


: Pet feed and rule the Church ; ſo we may reaſonably conceive all Governours 
© "Cypt. Ep« 27. & Ep. 69, O6, Ep. 41. @ Ep. 75: (Firmil,) | 


of 
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* the Church (the Heirs of their Office) inveſted with like Authority in 
arder to the ſame purpoſes, and that correſpondent Obedience is due. to 
them; ſo that what blame, what puniſhment was due to thoſe, who dif- 
eyed the Apoſtles, doth in proportion belong to the tranſgreſlors of 
their Duty toward the preſent Governours of the Church ; eſpecially con- 


the Apoſtles. | | 

We may farther obſerve, that accordingly in continual ſacceſſion from 
the firſt Ages, the good primitive Biſhops ihe great Patrons and Propaga- 
tours of our Religion) did generally aſſume ſuch Power, and the People 
radily did yield Obedience ; wherein that one did wrongfully uſurp, the 
ather did weakly comply, were neither probable, nor juſt to ſuppoſe ; 
whence general Tradition doth alſo confirm our obligation to this Du- 


” hat this kind of obedience is required doth alſo farther appear from 
conſidering the reaſon of Things, the condition of the Church, the deſign 
o« Chriſtian Religion. | 

r. Every Chriſtian Church is a Society ; no Society can abide in any 
wmely order, any ſteady quiet, any deſirable proſperity without Govern- 
nent ; no Government can ſtand without correſpondent obligation to ſub- 
nit thereto. 

z, Again, The ſtate of Religion under the Goſpel is the Kingdom of 
Feaven; Chri// our Lord is King, of the Church ; it he viſibly govern- 
and ordereth by - the ſpiritual Governours as his Subſtitutes and 
Leutenants (whence they peculiarly are ſtyled his Miniſters, his Officers, 
is Stewards, his Legates, his Co-workers.) When he aſcending up to 
Gods Right-hand was inveſted with entire poſſeſſion of that Royal State, 
ik ſetled them to adminiſter Afﬀairs concerning that Government in his 
Pace and Name; Aſcending up on high he gave gifts unto men —— He gave 
ſme Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtours and Teachers ; 
te gave them, that is, he appointed them in their Office, ſubordinate to 
= for the perfetting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtery, for 
te edifying of the body of Chriſt; As to him therefore ruling by them, 


ly them enacting Laws, diſpenſing Juſtice, maintaining Order and Peace, 
(bedience is due. | 


pn 


fdering that our Lord promiſed his perpetual preſence and aſſiſtance to Mart. 28: 20: 


Eph. 4» 8, I Is 
2. 


3 Again, For the honour of God, the commerglation of Religion, and (Cor: 14-22- 


tenefit of the People, it is needful, that in all religious Performances, 


2.10.) 


lungs ſhould, according to St. Paul's rule, be performed decently, and ac- * Cor: 14. 49. 


ading to order, without unhandſom Confuſion, and troubleſom Diſtra- - 


Mon ; this cannot be accompliſhed without a Determination of Perſons, 
i Modes, of Circumſtances appertaining to thoſe Performances) for how 
an any thing be performed decently, if every Perſon hath not his Rank 
nd Station, his Office and Work allotted to him ; if to every thing to be 
lone, its time, its place, its manner of performance be not aſſigned, ſo 
lat each one may know what, when, where, and how he muſt do? ) 


ach determination muſt be committed to the diſcretion and care of ſome 


trlons, impowered to frame ſtanding Laws or Rules concerning it, and to 
te them duly cxecuted (for all Perſons without delay, ftrife, confuſion, 
addiſturbance cannot meddle in it) with theſe Perſons all the.-reſt of the 
body muſt be obliged to comply ; otherwiſe all ſuch Determinations will 

van and ineffectual. Such Order Reaſon doth recommend in every Pro- 
tding ; ſuch Order eſpecially becometh the grandeur and importance of 
wed things ; ſuch Order God hath declared himſelf to approve, and love, 


tpecially in his own Houſe, among his People, in matters relating to his 1 cor.14.33- 


SErvice ; 


— 


— 


Of Obedience to our Spiritual Guides and Governours. Vol.1ll, 


SEvypriuger. 
Phil. 2.2. 
"Owogevves. 
1 Pet. 3+ 8. 
Eph. 4. 3. 
Phil. 2: 2. 


I-29. 
Phil. 3+ 16, 
Rom. 15. 5,5. 
12. 16, 


Service ; for He # not (as St. Paul ſaith, arguing to this Purpoſe ) the 
God of confuſion, but of peace, in all Churches of the Saints, © 
4. Again, It 1s requiſite that all Chriſtian Brethren ſhould conſpire in 


ſerving God with mutual Charity, hearty Concord, harmonious Conſent: 
that (as the Apoſtles ſo often preſcribed.) they ſhould endeavour tg keep 
unity of ſpirit in the bond of peace : That they ſhould Ze like-minded ha. 
ving the ſame love, being of one accord, of one mind, ſtanding faſt : 


in one 


ſpirit, with one mind ; That they ſhould walk by the ſame rule, and mint 


the ſame thing ; That with one mind, and one mouth they ſhould glorifie Gig 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; That they ſhould all ſpeak the ſame 


2 Cor: 13. 11. thing ; and that there be no diviftons among them, but that they te per- 
1 Core 1+ 19: feftly joyned together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment ; (like 


AQs 4. 32. 
1 Cor. 12+ 25. 
11-18. 1.1. 


wh o 
2 Cor, 12.20, 
Yhil. 2. 14. 


2 Cor. 13. 19. 


| Io. B, 


1 Tim.1. 19. 
6.5 


2 Tim. 2. 16, 


I75 18. 


Y Tim. 2. I 6. 


Tit. 1, Ile. 


thoſe in the As, of whom it is ſaid, The multitude Hl believers had one 
heart, and ove ſoul) That there ſhould be no ſchiſms (Diviſions, or Fag;. 
ons) in the body; that all Diſſenſions, all . murmurings, all Emulations 


{hould be diſcarded from the Church : the which Precepts, ſecluding an _. 


obligation to Obedience, would be impoſi:tble, and vain; for ( without 
continual Miracle, and transforming Humane Nature, things not to be ex- 
pected from God, who apparently deſigneth to manage Religion by ori. 
nary ways of Humane Prudence, his gracious Aſſiſtance concurring) no 
durable Concord in any Society can ever effectually be maintained other. 
wiſe than by one publick Reaſon, Will and Sentence, which may repreſent, 
conne, and comprize all; in defect of that every one will be of a { 
veral Opinion about what is beſt, each will be earneſt. for the prevalence 
of his Model and Way; there will be ſo many Law-givers as Perſons, {6 
many Difterences as Matters incident ; nothing will paſs ſmoothly and 
quietly, without bickering and jangling 3 and conſequently without Ani- 
moſities and Feuds ; whence no Unanimity, no Concord, ſcarce any Cha- 
rity or Good-will can ſubſfiſt. | 

5. Farther, in conſequence of theſe things common Edification requireth 
ſ\uch Obedience: It is the duty of Governours to order all things to thisend, 
that is, to the maintenance, encouragement, and improvement of Piety ; 
for this purpoſe their Authority was given them, (as St. Paul faith) a 


therefore it muſt be deemed thereto conducible ; it is indeed very neceſſary 


to Edification, which without Diſcipline guiding the ſimple and ignorant, 
reclaiming the erroneous and preſumptuous, cheriſhing the regular, and 
correCting the refractaF#, can no-wiſe be promoted. 

Excluding it, there can be no means 'of checking or redreſling Scandals, 
which to the reproach of Religion, to the diſgrace of the Church, to the 
corrupting the Minds, and inteQting the Manners of Men will ſpring up, 
and ſpread, Neither can there be any way to prevent the riſe and growti 
of pernicious Errours or Hereſfies ; the which afluredly in a ſtate of unre- 
ſtrained Liberty the wanton and wicked Minds of Men will breed, their 
licentions Practice will foſter, and propagate ; to the encreaſe of all impiet) ; 


2 Tim. 2. 19, Per mouths muſt be ſtopped, otherwiſe they will ſubvert whole houſes, teach- 


Jaw. 3.16. 


ing things which they ought not for filthy lucre ſake ; the word of naughty 
Seducers wl/ ſpread like a gangrene, if there be no corroſive or corrective 
Remedy to ſtay its progreſs. 

Where things are not managed in a ſtable, quiet, orderly way, 0 good 
Practice can flouriſh or thrive ; Difſention will choak all good Afﬀections, 
Confuſion will obſtruct all good Proceedings; from Anarchy Emulation 
and Strife will certainly grow, and from them all ſorts of Wickednel; tor 


where (faith St. James) there is emulation and ſtrife, there is conſuſion, an 
every evil thing. all 
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"Ill thoſe Benefits, which ariſe from holy Communion in Offices of Piety 
od Charity (from common Prayers and Praiſes. to God, from participation 
all facred Ordinances, from mutual Advice, Admonition, Encourage- 
nents Conſolation, good Example) will together vaniſh with Diſcipline ; 
theſe depend upon the friendly umion and correſpondence of the Members ; 
nd no fuch Union can abiae without the Ligament of Diſcipline, no ſuch 
(orreſponaence can be upheld without unaninous compliance to publick 
Order. The Cement of Diſcipline wanting, the Church will not be like 


aſpirir ual houſe, compacted of /zvely ſtones into one goodly Pile; but like = Per. 2. 5: 


;company of ſcattered Pebbles, or a heap of Rubbith. Et. 
$ .confidering the reaſon of things, this Obedience will appear needful ; 
peajorce the practice thercot we may adjoin ſeveral weighty Conſidera- 


Conſider Obedience what it is, whence it ſprings, what it produceth, 
ach of thoſe reſpects will engage us to it. poppin 3 
{tis in it felt a thing very good and acceptable to God, very juſt anc 

very wiſe, very comely and pleaſant. | 

It cannot but be gratetul unto God, who is the 
(od of love, of order, of peace, and therefore can- 
jt but like the means turthering them ; he cannot but 
te pleaſed to ſee Men do their Duty, eſpecially that 
which regardeth his own Miniſters ; 1n the refpe&t performed to whom 
kis himſelf indeed avowed, and honoured, and obeyed. 

[tis a juſt and equal thing, that every Member of Society ſhould ſub- 
itto the Laws and Orders of it ; for every Man is ſuppoſed-upon thoſe 
Teams to enter into, and to abide in it; every Man 1s deemed to owe 
ich Obedience in anſwer to his enjoyment of Privileges, and partaking 
f Advantages thereby ; ſo therefore whoever pretendeth a Title to thoſe 
aceilent Immunities, Benefits and Comforts, which communion with 
te Church affordeth, it is moſt equal, that he ſhould contribute to its 
lipport and welfare, its honour, its peace ; that conſequently he {hovld 
neld Obedience to the Orders appointed tor thoſe ends.  Peculiarly equal 
$15.40 regard to our Spiritual Governours, who are obliged to be very 
blicitous and laborious in furthering our beſt good ; who fſiand deeply 
agaged, and are reſponiible for the welfare of our Souls : they muſt be 
wntented to /pend, and be ſpent, to undergo any Pains, any Hardthips, 
ay Dangers and Crotles occurring in purſuance of thoſe Deſigns: and is 
tnot taen plainly equal *( is it not indeed more than equal, doth not all 
ogennity and Graticude require?) that we ſhould encourage, and com- 
krtthem in bearing thoſe Burthens, and in diſcharging thoſe Incumbran- 
&by a fair and cheariul Compliance 2 tis the A4poftie's enforcement of 
lie Duty in our ext : Obey them (faith he) and ſubmit your ſelves ; for 
try. watch for your ſouls, as thoſe, who are,to render an accompt, that they 
my do it with joy, and not with grief (or groaning.) Fonts 
| it not indeed extreme iniquity and ingratitude, when they with anxi- 
Ws care, and carnelt toil are endeavouring our Happineſs, that we ſhould 
Rx and trouble thein by our perverſe and croſs Behaviour ? h 

Nay, is it not palpable Folly to do thus, ſeeing thereby we do indil- 
wſe and hinder them from effeQually diſcharging their Duty to our Ad- 
Iantage ? @2voarrzAs y vulv TeTo, for this ( addeth the Apoſtle, farther 
melling the Duty) 75 unprofitable to you, or it tendeth to your Diladvan- 
We and Damage ; not only as HS 5 guilt, but as inferring loſs ; the 
bls of all thoſe ſpiritual Benefits, which Miniſters being encouraged, and 
lience performing their Office with alacrity and ſprighttul diligence would 

"SED procure 


Tempus eft; —ut de ſubmiſſione proves 
cent in ſe Dei clementiam, CF de honoye de- 
bito an Dei ſacerdotem eliciant in ſe divinam 
miſericordiam. Cypr. Ep. 30. 
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Pal. 139+ (; 


Tir. 2. 10. 5. 


procure to. you: it is therefore our Wiſdom to be obedient, becauſe Ohe. 
dience is ſo advantageous and profitable to us. 

The fame is alſo a comely and amiable thing, yielding much Grace 
procuring great Honour to the Church, highly adorning and crediti 
Religion: It is a goodly ſight to behold things proceeding orderly ; (2 
ſee every Perſon quietly retting in his Poſt, or moving evenly in his 
Rank ; to obſerve Superiours calmly leading, Inferiours gladly following, 
and Equals lovingly accompanying each other : this 1s the Pſalmiſt's Bro 
quam bouum ! Behold, how ( admirably ) good, and how pleaſant jt i; for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! fuch ayftate of things argueth' the 
good Temper and Wiſdom of Perſons ſo demeaning themſelves, the ex. 
cellency of the Principles, which do guide and act them, the goodneſ 
of the Conſtitution which they obſerve ; ſo it crediteth the Church, and 
graceth Religion ; a thing which (as St. Paul teacheth) in all things ye 
ſhould endeavour. 

It is alſo a very pleaſant and comfortable thing to live in Obedience; by 
it we enjoy tranquility of Mind, and fatisfation of Conſcience, we tafle 
all the ſweets of Amity and Peace, we are freed from the ſtings of inward 
Remorſe,. we eſcape the grievances of Diſcord and Strife. 

| The Cauſes alſo and Frinciples, from which Obedience ſpringeth, 6 
much commend it: it arifeth from the Diſpoſitions of Soul, which are 
moſt Chriſtian and moſt Humane ; trom Charity, Humility, Meckneſs, 
Sobricty of Mind, and-calmneſs of Paſlion ; the which always diſpoſe 
Men to ſubmiſs, complaifant, peaceable Lcmeanour toward all Men, e 
ſpecially toward thoſe, whoſe Relation to them claimeth ſuch Demeanour; 
theſe a genuine, free, cordial and conſtant Obedience do ſignifie to live 
in the Soul; together with a general honeſty of Intention, and exemption 
from baſe Deſigns. | 

In fine, innumerable and ineſtimable are the Benefits and good Fruits 
accruing from this Practice ; Beſide the Support it manifeſtly yieldeth 
to the Church, the gracetulneſs of Order, the conveniences. and ples- 
ſures of Peace, it hath alſo a notable influence upon the common Min- 
ners of Men, which hardly can ever prove very bad, where the Gover- 


' Nours of the Church do retain their due Reſpect and Authority ; nothing 


more powerfully doth inſtigate to Vertue, than the countenance of Au- 
thority, nothing more eftectually can reſtrain from exorbitancy of Vice, 
than the Bridle of Diſcipline : this obvious Experience wagon 
and we ſhall plainly ſee, if we refle&t 'upon thoſe times when Piety and 
'Vertue have moſt flouriſhed : whence was it, that in thoſe good old 
Times Chriſtians did fo abound in good Works, that they burnt with holy 
Zeal, that they gladly would do, would ſuffer any thing for their Relt- 
gion? whence but from a mighty reſpect to their Superiours ; from a 
{tri&t regard to their Direction and Diſcipline > Did the Biſhops then pre- 
{cribe long Faſts, or impoſe rigid Penances-? willingly did the People un- 

dergo them ; Did the Paſtour conduct into Danger, 


, Neque hoc it4 dixerim, ut negligztr Ec: did he lead them into the very Jaws of Death, and 
cleſraflica diſciplina, Go permittatur quiſe Martvrd >. the Flock with ſol Jacrit did 
quam facere quod velit ſine ulla correptione. artyraom -* tne rIOCK With a relolute alacrity 


G& quadam medicinali vindi#a, & terribi- follow ; did a Prelate interdi&t any Practice ſcanda- 


bilt lenitate, (9 charitatis ſeveritate, Aug. "m6." 6 I ; 
adv. Petil, 3. 4. & lJous, or prejudicial to the Church ; under pain of 


incurring Cenſure 2 Every Man trembled at the con- 
ſequences of tranſgreſſing : No terrour of worldly Power, no ſeverity 
of Juſtice, no dread of corporal Puniſhment had ſuch efficacy to deter 
Men trom ill-doing, as the Reproof and Cenſure of a Biſhop ; his krown 
could avail more than the Menaces of an Emperour, than 'the Rage of 2 


Per-. 
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perſecutour, than the Rods and Axes of ar Executioner : No Rod indeed . 

id ſmart like the ſpiritual Rod, no Sword did cut fo deep as that of the 

girit ; no Loſs was then fo valuable, as being deprived of ſpiritual Ad- 

yantages ; no Bariiſhment was fo grievous as being ſeparated from Holy 

Communion ; no Sentence of Death was fo terrible, as that which cut 

Men oft from the Church : No Thunder could aſtoniſh or affright Men 

tke the crack of a ſpiritual Anatbema : This was that which kept Vertue 

requeſt, and Vice in deteſtation ; hence it was that Men were fo. good, 

that Religion did ſo thrive, that fo frequent, and fo illuſtrious Examples 

of Piety d1d appear : Hence indeed we may well reckon that Chriftia- 

nity. did ( under ſo many Diſadvantages and Oppoſitions ) ſuþliſt, and 

row UP 3 Obedience to Governours was its guard; that Kept the. Church 

imly, united in a Body ſufficiently ſtrong to maintain it ſelf againſt all 

faults of Faction within, of Oppoſition from abroad ; that preſerved that 

Concord, which diſpoſed and enabled Chriſtians to defend their Religion 

giinſt all Fraud and Violence: that cheriſhed the true. Vertue, and the 

kautiful Order, which begot veneration to Religion ; to it therefore.we. 

oe the life and growth of Chriſtianity, ſo that through many ſharp.Per- 

kutions 1t hath held up its Head ; through ſo many perillous Diſeaſes; it 

th kept 1ts Lite until this Day. There were not then of old any; fuch 

(wils and Clamours againſt every thing preſcribed by.Governours ; there 

jere a0 ſuch unconſcionable Scruples, flagfuch hard-hearted Pretences to + 

tnder Conſcience deviſed to batile the Authority of Superiours; had there 

ken ſuch, had Men then commonly been fo froward and fatious as now, 

he Church had been ſoon ſhivered into pieces, our Religion had been 

» Mijalowed up in Confuſton and Licentiouſnels. | Foie: nn 

1 MW | again weon the other hand kx our Conliideration upon Diſobedience, 

(the Nature, the Sources, the Conſequences thereof ) it will, I ſuppoſe, 

s MWch conduce to the ſame effect, of periuading us to the practice of -this 

1 Duty.: v 

- & 15 11 1t ſelf a heinous Sin, being the tranſgrefſion of a Command in 

- are and conſequence very important, upon which Gad layeth great 

=» Mir, which is trequently inculcated in Scripture, which is fenced | by 

g Wiers other Precepts, which is prefſed by ſtrong Arguments, and backed 

- Mifrere threatnings of Puniſhment upon the Tranſgreſſours. 

e, [tis 1n 1ts nature-a kind of 'apoſtaſie from Chriſtianity, 'and rebellion 

, minſt our Lord ; for as he that refuſeth to obey the King's Magiſtrates 

| tadminiſiration of ' their Office is interpreted to diſclaim his Authority, 

adto deſign Rebellion againſt him ; ſo they who obſtinately diſobey the 

ly Winiſters ot our Lord's ſpiritual Kingdom, do thereby appear to diſavow 

i- Win, to ſhake off his Yoke, to impeach his Reign over them; ſo doth he 6 

a Winſlf interpret and take it : Ze (faith our Lord) that heareth:you, bear- Luke 10. 16, 
Wt me, and he that ( 0 29zTav, that baffleth ) deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me ; Dy Fo 

n- Wd, If any man negledt to hear the Church ( or {hall diſobey it, iv @p#- 

W 1) ler him be to thee as a heathen, and a publican ; that is, ſuch a retra- 

nd Mit Perſon doth by his Contumacy put himſelf in- | LAI 

bthe ſtate of one removed from the Commonwealth = Nec putent ſibi he ney 

da” WY Irael, he forfeitch the ſpecial protection of God, [yon Fo: wich Brapeiort 


f . > temperare noluerint 5 cum in Deutron. De; 
0 becometh as an Alien, or an Outlaw from the ict, vc. Cypr. Ep. 61. \ 


n- Wugdom of our Lord. | | 
ny WF Vnder the Moſaical Diſpenſation thoſe who would do preſumptuouſly, and Dew. 17: 33 
dot hearken unto the Prieſt, that flood to miniſter before the Lord, did 
Kr capital Puniſhment ; thoſe who faQtiouſly murmured againſt A4aroz, 
hid to make an Inſurrection againſt God, and anſiverably were pu: 
ICC 
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Em... 


Quo exemplo oftenditur, &y probatur 0b- 
noxros omnes (9 culpe (f pune futuros, gut 
ſe ſchiſmaticis contra prepoſitos (5 ſacerds- 

. tes irreligiosa temeritare miſcuerint, Cypr- 
Ep..76, 


Heb. 12. 14. 


An eſſe fibi cam Chriſto videtur, qui ad- 
verſus ſacerdotes Chrifti facit ? Cc. Cypr.” 
de Unit. Eccl. p, 258. 


but 1I-nature. 


enim altunde, 
Wc. thereto. 


Inde Schiſmata, (& Hereſes oborte ſunt, 
(5 oriuntur, dum Epiſcopiy, qui unus eft,to 
Eccleſia praeft ſuperba quarundam preſum- 
pttone contemnitur, Cypr. Ep, 69. 


Hec ſunt initia Hereticornm, (9 ortis 
atque conatus Schiſmaticorum mals cogitan- 
tium ut ſibi placeant, ut preprſitum ſuperbo 
tumore contemnant. Sic de Eccleſia recedi- 
tar, fic altare profanum foris collocatur, ſic 
contra pavem Chriſti, atque unitatem Det 
rebellatur. 'Cypr. Ep.6s. 


Num. 16. 11. niſhed in a miraculous way (The Lord made a new thing, the earth opened 
30. and ſwallowed them up ; they went down alive into the pit.) It was in the 
Hoſ. 4. 4 Prophetical times an expreliion {ignitying height of impiety ; My People i 
as thoſe who ſtrive with the Prieſt : Seeing then God hath no leſs regard 
to his peculiar Servants now than he had then ; ſee. 
ing they no leſs repreſent him, and a& by his Ay- 
thority now, than any did then ; ſeeing their Service 
is as precious to him, and as much tendeth to his 
Honour now, as the Levitical Service then did; fee- 
ing he no leſs loveth Order and Peace in the Church, than he did in the 
Synagogue y we may well ſuppole it a no leſs heinous Sin, and odious to 
God, to deſpiſe the Miniſters of Chri/?'s Goſpel, than it was before to de- 
ſpiſe-the Miniſters of Moſes his Law. 
It is a Sin indeed, pregnant with divers Sins, and involving the breach 
of many great Commands, which are frequently propoſed and preſſed in 
1 Cor. 16. 14. the New Teſtament, with deſign 1n great part to guard and ſecure It ; That 
Phil. 2. 14. of doing all things in charity, ot doing all things without murmurings, and dif- 
Rom. 12.18. ſentions, of purſuing peace ſo far as lieth in us, of maintaining unity, con- 
2 11.222. Gord, unanimity in Devotion, of avoiding Schiſms, and Diſlentions, and 
all notoriouſly violated by this Diſobedience ; it in- 
cludeth the moit high breach of Charity, the moſt 
formal iniggpKpg Peacc, the moſt ſcandalous kind of 
Diſcord that can be, to croſs our Superiours. 

It is alſo a praQtice iſſuing from the worlt Diſpoſitions of ſoul; ſuch 3x 
are moſt oppoſite to the Spirit of our Religion, and indeed very repug- 
nant to common Reaſon, and Humanity ; trom a proud Haug ':rinefs, or 
vain wantonneſs of Mind, from the irregularity of unmortinea and un- 
bridled Paſſion, from exorbitant Selfiſhneſs (Selfiſhneſs of -every had kind, 
Self-conceit, Self-will, Self-interelt ) from turbulent. Animoſity, froward 
crolineſs of Humour, rancorous Spite, perverſe Obſtinacy ; from Fnvy, Am- 
bition, Avarice, and the like ill Sources, the: worſt fruits of the Fleſh and 
corrupt Nature ; to ſuch Diſpoſitions the rejecting God's Prophets of old, 
and the non-compliance with the Apoſtles are aſcribed in Scripture ;, and 
from the fame the like negle&t of God's Meſſengers now do proceed; as 
whoever will obſer7e may eaſily diſcern ; do but mind the Diſcourſes of 
factious People, you ſhall perceive them all to breathe generally nothing 


Mark 9. 10. the like; which are 


The Fruits alſo, which it produceth, are extremely -bad; manifold 
oreat Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs, hugely prejudicing the intereſt of 
Religion, and the welfare of the Church, | 
Vide Cypr. It is immediately and formally a violation of Order and: Peace ; 
Ep. 55 Neque hence all the wotul Conſequences of Diſorder and Faction do adhere 
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It breedeth great Diſgrace to the Church, and 
Scandal to Religion; for what can appear more ug]y 
than to ſee among the Profeſſors of Keligion, Chil 
dren oppoſing their Fathers, Scholars conteſiing| with 
their Maſters, Inferiours ſlighting and croli.ng rheir Sur 
periours 2 what can more expoſe the Church and Relr 
gion to the contempt, to the deriſion of Arheyſts and 
[ufidels, of profane and lewd Perſons, of wild Hert- 
ticks and Schiſmaticks, of all Enemies unto Truth and 
Piety, than ſuch foul irregularity. 


———— 
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"It corrupteth the Minds and Manners of Men; for when that Diſcipline 
« relaxed, which was ordained to guard Truth, and promote Holineſs ; 
when Men are grown ſo licentious and ſtubborn, as to contemn their, Su- 
jours, to diſregard their wholſom Laws and ſober Advice, there can 
iz no curb to reſtrain them; but down precipitantly they run into all 
tind of vicious Irregularities and Exceſles ; when thoſe Mounds are taken zcctefis glwia 
way, Whither will Men ramble ; when thoſe Banks are broken down, prepoſt gloria 
qhat can we expect bat Deluges of impious DoQtrine, and: wicked Practice W Tn W 
o overfow the ignorant and inconſiderate People ? 
Doth not indeed this PraQtice evidently tend to the diſſolution of the 
Church, and deſtruQtion of Chriſtianity > for when the Shepherds are Mat 26+ 31: 
(2s to conduCt and efficacy ) zaken away, will not the ſheep be ſcattered, 
gn wander aſtray, like . ſheep without a ſhepherd, being bewildred in - va- 
ous Errors, and expoſed as a Prey to any wild Beaſts ; to the grievous 
woes, to the ravenous, lions, to the wily Foxes ? 
tre a fanatical Enthuſiaſt will ſnap them, there a _ T*7 mrmwr Tj xgx0v aimey, im TH 
nofane Libertine will worry them, there again a de- rae 6. Chak p49 "pO 
te Atheiſt will tear and devour them. | | Ke 
Conſult we but obvious Experience, and we ſhall ſee, what ſpoils and 
nines of Faith, of good Conſcience, of common Honeſty and Sobriety this 
mice hath in a few years cauſed: how have Atheiſm and Infidelity, how 
we Protaneneſs and Difloluteneſs of Manners, how have all kinds of Diſ- 
neſty and Baſeneſs grown up fince Men began to diſregard the Authori- 
jdt their ſpiritual Guides? what diſmal Tragedies havewe in our Age be- 
kid acted upon this Stage of our own Country ; what, bloody Wars and 
Juthers ( Murthers of Princes, of Nobles, of Biſhops and Prieſts) what 
nſcrable Oppreſſions, Extortions and Rapines ; what execrable Seditions 
adRebellions; what barbarous Animoſities and Feuds ; what abominable 
lraſons, Sacrileges, Perjuries, Blaſphemies; what horrible violations of 
UJuſtice and Honeſty 2 and what I pray was the Source of theſe things? 
mere did they begin? where but at murmuring againſt, at rejeting, at 
d, wecuting the ſpiritual Governours, at caſting down'and trampling on 
nd Wſter Authority ; at ſighting and ſpurning at their Advice; ſurely would 
ſn have obſerved the Laws, or have hearkned to the Counſels of thoſe 
nave and ſober Perſons, whom God had appointed to direct them, they 
wer would have run into the commiſſion of ſuch Enormities. 
iis not to be omitted, that in the preſent ſtate of things the guilt of 
ldedience -to ſpiritual Governours is encreaſed and aggravated by the 
mervenient guilt of another Diſobedience to the Laws of our Prince and 
lntry ; Before the ſecular Powers ( unto whom God hath committed 
& diſpenſation of Juſtice, with the maintenance of 'Peace and Order in 
kikrence to worldly Afﬀairs) did ſubmit to our Lord, and became nur/ing 
ents of the Church, the power of managing Eccleſiaſtical matters did 
wlly reſide in ſpiritual Guides ; unto whom Chriſtians, as rhe peculiar 
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gy Wes of God, were obliged willingly to yield Obedience and refuſing 
axe \ Vere guilty before God of ſpiritual Diſorder, Faction, or Sehiſm ; bur | 
" " MW alter that political Authority ( out of pious Zeal for God's Service, 
yi tor a wiſe care to prevent the influences of Diſorder in ſpiritual Mat- 
qo " upon the temporal Peace, out of grateful return for the Advantages 
lert Commonwealth enjoyeth from Religion, and the Church) hath plea- 
z an to back and fortifie the Laws of ſpiritual Governours by civil SanQti- 


& the Knot of our Obligation is ticd faſler , its force is redoubled, 
by Diſobedience incur a double guilt, arid offend God two. ways, 
as Supreme Governour of the World, and as King of the Church; 
oO 
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cerd. 2: 
*RyTav Is v 


x Pet, 5 3. 


Ao Z. 
1 Tim, 3:3. 


to our Schiſm againſt the Church we add Rebellion againſt oy Prince 
and ſo become no leſs bad Citizens than bad Chriſtians; Some may 
haps imagine their Diſobedience hence more excuſable, taking themſelye, 
now only thereby to tranſgreſs a political Sanftion; but ( beſide he 
even that were a great Offence, the Command of our temporal Gover. 
nours being ſufficient, out of conſcience to Gods expreſs Will, to oþl; e 
us in all things not evidently repugnant to God's Law ) it is a preat - | 
ſtake to think the Civil Law doth any-wiſe derogate from the Eccleſiaſti : 
that doth not ſwallow this up, but ſuccoureth and corroborateth it; their 
concurrence yieldeth an acceſſion of weight and ſtrength to each ; they 
do not by conſpiring to preſcribe the ſame thing either of them ceaſe C 
be Governours as to right ; but 1n efficacy the Authority of both ſhould 
thence be augmented ; ſeeing the obligation to Obedience is multiplied up- 
on their Subjeds ; and to diſobey them is now two Crimes, which other. 
wiſe ſhould be but one. 
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SERMON XXVI 


Of Obedience to our Spiritual 
Guides and Governours. 


As ) & mavT@? Keigtanols 5% £- ; ; 
Ns inns = Fug tual Power is not deſpotical, or compulſory, but 


muyorTey T]aiopere, Oc. Chryl. de $a- parental or paſtoral ; that it hath no external force 


2 Tim- 2, 24+ 


y 


HED. X17, 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, 


VUCH is the. Nature of this Duty, and ſuch are the Reaſons enforcing 


x 3 thepradtice thereof; I ſhall only farther remove two Impediments | 


of that pra&tice ; and ſo leave this Point. - | - 
r. One hindrance of Obedience is this, that (pit 


Brothpfuor, &2ad melvoy- £0 abett it, or to avenge Diſobedience to its Laws; 


- / "383% 
me $6 mudv dyeiva F Try, Ibid. they mult not KarrgsnaGeay, Of 1ATHLIWEReVHY, 
Marr. 20.27, Luke 22.26.  imperious, or domineer they are not allowed to 


exerciſe violence, or to inflict bodily correction; 
but muſt rule in meek and gentle ways, dire&ly influential upon tie 
Mind and Conſcience, (ways of rational perſuaſion, exhortation, admo- 
nition, reproof ) 7» meekneſs inſtruting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ;---r 


vincing, rebuking, exhorting with all long-ſuffering, and doftrine: their Word | 
is their only Weapon, their force of argument all the conſtraint they apply; | 
hence Men commonly do not ſtand in awe of them, nor are ſo ſen{ible 0 


their obligation to obey them ; they cannot underſtand why they ſhou 

be frighted by Words, or controlled by an unarmed Authority. _ . 
But this in truth (things being duly conſidered ) is ſo far from diminiſh- 

ing our Obligation, or arguing the Authority of our Governours £0 be 


. weak and precarious, that it rendreth our Obligation much greater, an 


their Authority more dreadful ; for the ſivecter and gentler their Way ® 
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yerning is, the more diſingenuous and unworthy a thing it is to diſobe 
#; not to be perſuaded by reaſon, not to be allured by Kindaefs not to ad- 
nit friendly Advice, not to comply with the calmeſt Methods of further- 
; WJ jog our own Good, is a brutiſh thing ; he that only can be ſcared and 
: WY fcourged to Duty, ſcarce deſerveth the Name of a Man : it therefore doth 
- ME tc more oblige us, that in this way we are moved to Action by Love ra- 
> WT her than fear: Vetif we would fear wiſely and juſtly, (not like Chil- 
. WE Go, being frighted with formidable Shapes, and Appearances, but like 
Wen apprehending the real Conſequences of things) we ſhould the more 
kar theſe ſpiritual Powers, becauſe they are inſenſible : For that God hath 
commanded us to obey them, without aſſigning viſible Forces to con- 
rain or chaſtiſe, 1s a manifeſt Argument, that he hath reſerved the Vindi- 
ation of their Authority to his own Hand, which therefore will be infal- 
iþly certain, and terribly ſevere ; ſo the nature of the Caſe requireth, and 
þGod hath declared it ſhall be ; The Sentence that 1s upon Earth pro- wa. ;«. ;s. 
nunced by his Miniſters upon contumacious Offenders, he hath decla- 
xd himſelt ready to ratifiein Heaven, and therefore moſt aſſuredly will exe- 
ute it : As under the old Law God appointed to the Tranſgrefiion of 
me Laws, upon which he laid ſpecial Streſs, the Puniſhment of being 
at off from his people ; the Execution of which Puniſhment he reſerved to 
limfelf, to be accompliſhed in his own way, and time ; ſo doth he now 
nlike manner take upon him to maintain the Cauſe of his Miniſters ; and 
pexecute the Judgments decreed by them ; and if fo, we may conſider 
tat it 2s a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living, God : Fcclefi- 
ical Authority aherefore is not a Shadow void of Subſtance or Force, but 
ath the greateſt power in the World to ſupport and aſſert it; it hath 
{ms to maintain it moſt effeCtual and forcible (thoſe of which St. Paul 
kith, The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God —- ) 2 Cor. to. 4. 
tindicteth Chaſtiſements far more dreadful than any ſecular Power can 
:ict; for theſe only touch the Body, thoſe pierce the Soul ; theſe con- 
xn only our temporal State, thoſe reach Eternity it ſelf ; theſe at moſt 
feld a tranſitory Smart, or kill the Body, thoſe produce endleſs Torment ; 
nd (utterly as to all Comfort in being) deſtroy the Soul. 
| The Puniſhment for extream contumacy 1s called delivery to Satan; , 
"> Wal is not this far worſe than to be put into the Hands of any Gaoler do ſuperbi - : 
Hangman 2 What are any Chords of Hemp, or Fetters of Iron in com- comtumaces 
xiſon to thoſe Bands, of which 'tis ſaid, Whatever ye bind on earth, ſhall be on 


Heb. 10. 31, 


4 mid in heaven ; which engage the Soul in a Guilt, never to be looſed, ex- jiciuntur. 
_— by ſore Contrition, and ſerious Repentance 2 What are any Scourges to ©YPr. Ep. 6: 
vc. WY: 44'S Rod, laſhing the Heart and Conſcience with {ſtinging Remorſe ; 

b, 


"be ſat any Axes or Faulchions to that ſword of the ſpirit ; which cutteth of 
Member from the Body of Chriſt > What are any Faggots and Torches 

bthat unquenchable fre and brimſtone of the infernal Lake 2 Whar, in fine, 

the th any Condemnation here ſignifie to that horrible Curſe, which devo- 

than 1ncorrigible Soul to the bottomleſs Pit ? 

| istherefore indeed a great Advantage to this Power that it is ſpiritual. 

70rd MI + Another grand Obſtrudtion to the practice of this Duty 1s, Pretence 


ply; d{cruple about the Lawfulneſs, or Diſlatisfaction in the Expedience of that, 
e of Mich our Governours preſcribe, that we are able to advance Objections a- Cypr* Ep. 52. 
ould Milt their Decrees, that we can eſpy Inconveniences enſuing upon their & 52-(P.97 ) 


ers ; that we imagine the Conſtitution may be reformed, fo as to be- 
Memore pure, more convenient and comely, more ſerviceable to Edifi- 


o be on ; that we cannot fanſie that to be beſt, which they enjoy : For re- 
and Mvog this ObſtruCtion let me only propound ſome Queſtions. 
y of L*4 Were 
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pereunte obſequio etiam imperium interctdit. 
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Dixiſti ſand ſcrupulum tihi eſſe tollendum 
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Were not any Government appointed in vain, it ſuch pretences mighe 
exempt or excuſe from Contormity to its Orders ? can ſuch ever be wan. 
ting? is there any thing deviſable, which may not be impugned by ſome 
plauſible Reaſon, which may not diſguſt a ſqueamiſh Humour 2 is there 
any Matter fo clearly innocent, the Lawfulneſs whereof a weak Mind will 
not queſtion, any thing ſo firm and ſolid, in which a ſmall Acuteneſ of 
Wit cannot pick a Hole, any thing ſo indiſputably certain, that whoever 
affeceth to cavil may not eaſily devife ſome ObjeCtions againſt it ? 

Is there any thing here that hath no [nconveniencies attending it > are 
not in all humane Things, Conveniencies and Inconveniencies fo mixt and 
complicated, that it is impollible to difintangle and ſever them 2 can there 
be any Conſtitution under Heaven ſo abſolutely pure and perte&, that ng 
Blemiſh or DefeCt ſhall appear therein 2 can any Providence of Man fore 
{ce, any Care prevent, any Induſtry remedy all Inconveniencies poſſible 
Is a Reformation ſatisfactory to all Fancies any-wiſe praQticable; and are 
they not fitter to live in a Platonick Idea of a Common-wealth, than in any 
real Society who preſs for ſuch an one ? to be facile and complaifant in 
other Caſes, bearing with'things which do not pleaſe us, is eſteemed com- 


mendable, a courteous and humane Practice, why ſhould it not be much - 


more reaſonable to condeſcend to our Supertours, and comport with theix 
Practice ? 1s it not very diſcourteous to deny them the Reſpe&t which we 
allow to others, or to refuſe that Advantage to publick Tranſactions, which 
we think fit to grant unto private Converſation 2? 

To what purpoſe did God inſtitute a Government, 
if the Reſolutions thereof muſt be ſuſpended, till every 
Man is ſatisfied with them ; or if its State muſt be a}- 
tered ſo often as any Man can pick in it Matter of Of. 
tence or Diſſike ; or if the Proceedings thereof muſt 

e ſhaped according to the numberleſs Varieties of 
_ different and repugnant Fancies ? 

Are, I pray, the Objections againſt Obedience fo clear, and cogent, as are 
the Commands which enjoin, and the Reaſons which entorce it 2 are theln- 
conveniencies adhering to it apparently ſo grievous, as are the Miſchiets 
which ſpring from Diſobedience 2 do they in a juſt Balance counterpoize 
the Diſparagement of Authority, the Violation of Order, the Diſturbance 
of Peace, the ObſtruAtion of Editication, which Diſobedience produceth ? 
Do the Scruples (or Reaſons, if we will call them 


mAITAaAas_) 


de animo, in quem incidiſti ; Incidiſti ſed {o) which we propound, amount to ſuch a Strength 
ruc credulitate irreligivsa, Gyc, Cypr. Ep. and Evidence, as to out-weigh the Judgment of thoſe 


65. (ad Florent.) vid, optim# (5 appoſire 
de hac re diſſerentem. 


Nui fidet to 
weritart pr e- 
ſamus, Cypr, 


Ep.72. 


whom God hath authoriſed by his Commiilion, whom 
he aoth enable by his Gract to inſtruct and guide us? 
May not thoſe, whoſe Office it is to judge of ſuch things ; whoſe Buſinefs 
it is to ſtudy for Skill in order to thar purpoſe, who have moſt Experience 
in thoſe Afﬀairs, ſpecially belonging to them, be reaſonably deemed moſt 
able to judge both for themſelves and us, what is lawful, and what expedi- 
ent? have they not Eyes to ſee what we do, and Hearts to judge concern- 
ing the Force of our Pretences, as well as we ? 

[s it not a Deſign of their Office to reſolve our Doubts, and void our 
Scruples in ſuch Caſes, that we may ad ſecurely and quietly, being dirc- 
ed by better Judgments than our own ? Are they not ſtrictly obliged 
in- Conſcience, are they not deeply engaged by Intereſt to govern us 
the beſt manner ? Is it therefore Witdom, is it Modeſty, is it Jullice tor 
us to advance our private Conceits againſt their moſt deliberate publick 
Reſolutions? May we not in fo doing miſtake ; may we not be blind, or 


weak 
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weak (not to ſay fond, or proud, or perverſe) and ſhall thoſe Defects or 
pefaults of ours evacuate;ſo many Commands of God, and render his fo 
noble, ſo needful an Ordinance quite inſignificant ? 

Do we eſpecially ſeem to be in earneſt, or appear otherwiſe than illu- 
yely to palliate our navghty Aﬀections, and ſiniſter Reſpe&s, when we 
round the Juſtification of our Non-conformity upon dark Subtilties, and 
qtricate Quirks ; which it is hard to conceive that we underſtand our 
fves, and whereof very perſpicacious Men cannot apprehend the Force ? 
Jo we think we {hall be innocent Men, becauſe we are ſmart Sephiſters ; 
that God will excuſe us from our Duty,becauſe we can perplex Men with 
aur Diſcourſes 2 or that we are bound to do nothing, becauſe we are able 
o fay ſomewhat againſt all things: | 
Would we not do well to confider, what huge Danger they incur , 
ind how maſly a Load of Guilt they muſt undergo, upon whom ſhall 
techarged all thoſe ſad Diſorders, and horrid Miſchiefs which are naturally 
conſequent on Diſobedience ; what if Confuſion of things, if Corruption 
o Manners ;if Oppreſlion of Truth, if Diſſolution of the Church do thence 
aſe, what a Caſe then ſhall we be in, who confer ſo much thereto 2» 
Would not ſuch Conſiderations be apt to beget Scruples far more diſquiet- 
ng an honeſt, and truly conſciencious Mind, than any ſuch either pro- 
fund Subtilties, or ſuperficial Plauſibilities can do; which Diſlenters 
wont to alledge 2 For needeth he not to have extream Reaſon (Reaſon 
atreamly ſtrong and evident) who dareth to refuſe that Obedience , 
which God fo plainly commandeth, by which his own Authority 1s main- 
tined, on which the Safety, Proſperity, and Peace of the Church depen- 
&h, in which the Support of Religion, and the Welfare of numberleſs 
Wuls is deeply concerned >? | * a 
Did, let me farther ask, the Apoſtles, when they ſettled Orders in the 
Church, when they impoſed what they conceived needful for Edification , 
nd Decency, when they inflicted ſpiritual Chaſtiſements upon diſorderly . 
Walkers, regard ſuch Pretences 2 or had thoſe fſelf-conceited and felf- 
nlled People ( who obeyed not their Words, but refiſted and rejefted 2 Tim: 4- 15. 
bem ) no ſuch Pretences 2 Had they nothing, think we, to ſay for : Ther 2. 
temſelves2 nothing to obje& againſt the Apoſtolick Orders, and Pro- 14.5. © 
dings ? they had furely ; they tailed not to find Faults in the Eſtabliſh- 
nent, and to pretend a kind of tender Conſcience for their Diſobedience ; 
this hindred nor, but that the Apoſtles condemned their Mif-behavionr 
adinficted ſevere Cenſures upon them ? _ 

Did not alſo the Primitive Biſhops (and all Spiritual Governours down 
tom the Beginning every where almoſt to theſe Days of Contention and 
Mordgr) proceed in the ſame Courſe, not fearing to enact ſuch Laws con- 
ming indifferent Matters, and Circumſtances of Religion, as ſeemed to 
ltm conducible to the good of the Church? Did not all good People 
adiy comply with their Orders, how painful ſoever, or difagrecable to 
lklh and Blood, without Conteſt or Scruple 2 yet had not they as much 
ſit, and no leſs Conſcience than our ſelves > They” who had Wiſdom 
a0ugh to deſcry the Truth of our Religion through all the Clouds of Ob- 
Muy and Diſgrace, which it lay under; who had Zeal and Conltancy to: 

Jr the hardett Brunts of Perſecution againſt it ; were "they ſuch Fools as 
bke no Fault; ſo ſtupid as to reſent nothing, or ſo looſe as to comply with 
MY) thing? No ſurely ; they were in truth to wife as toknow their Duty , 
Wio honeſt as to obſerve it. | 
| thete Conſiderations will not fatisfie, I have done ;; and proceed to. 
next Yoint of our Duty, to which the Precept 1n our "Text may (EX, 
; 7 tend}, 


Ly 


Jer. 7. 13. 
Luke 10. 16. 


2 Cor. 5. 26, 


Jam, i. 19, 


1 Pet. 2.2. 


Mats 13. 5+ 


Heb. 2. L. 


| We muſt not hear them drowſily and ſlightly, as if we were nothing 


RE | | EE” boa EE omar... 
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tend ; concerning the Doctrine of 'our Guides : In which reſpect it may be N 
conceived to imply the tollowing Particulars, to be. performed by us, a; m 
Inſtances, or Parts, or degrees thereof. Oo, ſr 
1. We ſhould readily and gladly addreſs our ſelves to hear them; no MI © 
out of profane and wiltul Contempt, or ſlothful Negligence declining to at. N 
_g 25. - rend upon their Infirudtions: There were of old thoſe, of whom the Py. Ml © 
Ifa. 65. 12. phets complain, who would not ſomuch as hearkento the Words of thop l 
pa whom God ſent unto them ; but ſtopped their Ears, wirhdrew the {boulder It 
Jo. 7 '3' and hardened the neck, and would not hear ; there were thoſe in the Bran . 
42-48 gelical times, who did 2wmvav + Azyov, thruſt away the word of God, judg. 
oral "2g ing themſelves unworthy of. eternal life ; who would not admit, or hear the d 


word of Life, and Overtures of Grace propounded by the Apoſtles ; There MR 
were Gadarenes, who beſeeched our Lord himſelt to depart from their 


Pal. 58.4, s, Coaſts ; There have always been deaf Adders, who ſtop their ears to the G 


voice of the Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely; No wonder then if now ( 
there be thoſe, who will not ſo much as allow a Hearing to the Meſlen- 
gers of God, and the Guides of their Soul, {ome out of a factious Preju- : 
dice againſt their Office or their Perſons, or their Way to thun them, giy- f 
ing themſelves over to the Condn&t of Seducers; ſome out of a protane ll * 


Neglect of all Religion, out of being wholly poſſeſſed with worldly Cares, Ml * 
and Deſires, out of Stupidity and Sloth (indiſpoſing them to mind any ; 
thing that is ſerious) will not afford them any Regard : All theſe are I © 
extreamly blameable, offenſive to God, and injurious to themſelves: lt isa 
heinous Afﬀront to God (implying a hoſtile Diſpoſition toward. him, an ( 
Unwillingneſs to have any Correſpondence with him) to refuſe fo inuchas il © 
Audience to his Ambaſſadors ; It is an interpretative Repulſing him; fo of | 
old he expreſſed it ; 7, faith he, ſpake unto you, riſing early, and ſpeaking, | 
butye heard not; I called you, but ye anſwered not ; ſo under the Goſpd,, 
Ee, faith our Lord, that heareth you, heareth me; and he that deſpiſeth 
(or regardeth not) you, deſpiſeth me ; and, We are Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, i * 
&s though God did beſeech you by us ; we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be recn- | 
ciledto God, It is a ſtarving our Souls, depriving them of that Food , | 
which God hath provided fot them ; It is keeping our ſelves at diſtance 
from any Means or Poſſibility of being well informed and Huickened to the 
Practice of our Duty, of being reclaimed. from our Errours, and Sins; itis 
the way to become hardened-in Impiety, or finking into a reprobate Senſe: 
This 1s the firſt Step to.Qbedience ; for how can we Helieve, except we hear? 
this is that, which St. James urgeth ; Let every man be quick to hear; and, 
which St. Peter thus enjoineth, Like new-born Babes, deſire the ſincere milk of 
the word, that we may grow thereby ; We ſhould eſpecially be quick and 
ready to hear thoſe, whom God hath authorized and appointed to peak; 
we ſhould defire to ſuck the milk of the word from thoſe, who are our \pt- 
ritual Parents and Nurſes. _ | 

2. We ſhould hear them with ſerious, earneſt Attention, and Conlide- 
ration ; ſo that we may well underſtand, may be able to weigh, may: rt- 
tain in Memory, and may become duly attected with their Diſcourles; 


concerned, or were hearing an impertinent '1ale ; their Word ſhould not } 
paſs through the Ears, and flip away withour effect ; but fink into the 
Underſtanding, into the Memory, into the Heart ; like the good feed fal- 
ling into a depth of earth, able to afford it Root and Nourilhment ; there- 
fore we mult attend diligently thereto : mgcaroripus &y Of megrrxen, We 
ſhould therefore give more abundant heed, as the Apoſtle faith, 79 the 
things we hear, leſt at any time we ſhould let them ſlip. "his Duty ON 

| Xa: 


Y 
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Na ture and Importance of their Word requireth : /t is the word, not of * Thell. 2.13. 
men, but is truth the word of the great God, (his Word as proceeding 
om him, as declaring his Mind and Will, as tendring his+Overtures of 
Grace and Mercy) which as fuch challengeth great Regard and Awe it 
"nformeth us of our chief Duties, it turthereth our main: Intereſts, | it gui- 
d&th us into, it urgeth us forward in the Way to eternal Happineſs ; *tis 
the Word that is able to ſave our ſouls ; to render as wiſe unto ſalvation ; I 5m 
t therefore claimeth and deſerveth from us moſt earneſt Attention ; it is 
zgreat Indignity and Folly not to yieldit. 

3. We ſhould to their Inſtructions bring good Diſpoſitions of Mind, fuch 
15 may render them moſt effeftual and truittul to us: Such as are right 
Intention, Candour, Docihity, Meeknels. | 

We ſhould not be induced to hear them out of Curioſity (as having 
itching ears) being deſirous to hear ſome new things, ſome fine Notions, 
fone taking Diſcourſe ; ſomewhat to tanſie or talk pleaſantly about ; (as 
the Azhenzans heard St. Paul, *not out of Cenſoriouſneſs, or Inclination to As 17. 21, 
iticrze, and find fault (as the Phariſees heard our Saviour, Laying watt Luke 11:54. 
fir him, .and ſeeking to catch ſomething out of his mouth, that they might 
accuſe him) not out of defign to gratifie our Pallions in hearing themz to G 
reprove other Perſons ; or tor any ſuch corrupt and ſiniſter Intention, but 
altogether out of pure Deſign that we may be improved in Knowledge, and 
excited to the practice of our Duty. ; | 

We ſhould not come to hear them with Minds imbued with ill Preju- 
dices and partial Aﬀections, which may obſtru& the Virtue and Efficacy 
e their Diſcourſe ; or may hinder us from judging fairly, and truly about 
what they ſay ; but with ſuch Freedom and Ingenuity as may diſpoſe us 
rmdily to yield unto, and acquieſce in any profitable Truth declared by 
them ; hike the generous Berzans, who received the word were Taos rep» , qa, 
ics, with all Alacrity and readineſs of mind, - ſearching the ſcriptures daily 
pbether theſe things were ſo; ws aprryemre ſpepn, like infants newly born , 
that come to the Dugg without any other Inclination than to ſuck what is 
needtful for their Sulttenance. be == 

We ſhould be docile and traQtable;; willing and apt: to learn ; ſhaking 
of all thoſe Indiſpoſitions of Soul (all Dulneſs and Sluggiſhneſs, all Pee- 
\uetsand Perverſeneſs, all Pride and Self-conceitedneis, all corrupt Af- 
| econ and Indulgence, to our Conceits, our Humours, our Paſlions,:our 
Lults and inordinate Deſires) which may obſtruct our Underſtanding of the , 
| nord, our yielding Aflent to it, our receiving Impreſſion-from it': 'There 


5 , . . | ; l ; 
f lere thoſe, concerning whom the Apoſtle ſaid, that he could not. __ 
'O 


17. I, 


1 Per. 2, 2, 


j n his Diſcourſe, becaute they were r»Tes! 74 axgais, dull of hearing:(or Nlug-'Heb. 5. 11. 
. WE fb in hearing) who were indiſpoſed to hear, and uncapable to underſiand, * © 3 2: 
's keaule they would not be at the painsto rouſe up their Fancies, and fix 

lier Minds upon a ſerious Conſideration of things : there were thofe, who 
. MW iudaſpirit of lumber, eyes not to ſee, and ears not to hear ; who did hear with 1g 15, t0, 
.. WU tear, but not underſtand; ſeeing did ſee, but not perceive ; for their heart had Rom. 11.8. 
;- WJ axed grofs, their ears were dull of hearing ; and their eyes were cloſed; Such 9&5 © 
og MF wvocile Perſons there always have been, who being ſtupified and perverted. John 12. 46: 


ot MJ 3 corrupt Atiections became uncapable of bettering from good Infirudti- 

Xe KM 2: all ſuch we ſhould ftrive to free our ſelves from ; that: we may perform 

1- WY s Duty to our Guides, and 7» meekneſs receive the ingrafted word. 

c- WY Thee Practices of hearing, of attending, of coming well diſpoſed to: 19” 7: 27: 
ve MW flruction are at leaſt Steps and Degrees neceſiarily pre-requiſite; to the 

he WI Ocdicnce preſcribed ; and tarther to preſs them all together upon us, we - 

he I ay conſider rhat it is ſtrictly incumbent on them (under Danger of 

4 heavy 


4 
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z Cor.9. 16. 
2 Cor. 5. 4. 
2-PEt. 5.25 
Rom. 12. 3: 

rt tim. 5s. 17. 
1 Tim. 4. 13 
15. 

2 Tim. 4. 2. 
Col. 1. 28. 


1 Cor, 4. 2. 


2 Cor. 10:5. 


heavy Puniſhment and woe) willingly, earneſtly, with all Diligence ang 
Patience to Jabour in teaching and admoniſhing us ; they muit give at- 


tendance; and take heed unto their doitrine, that it may be ſound and profi- 


table ; they muſt preach the word, and be inſtant upon it in ſeaſon, out of 
ſeaſon, (thar is, not only taking, but ſeeking and ſnatching all Occaſions 
to do it) reproving, rebuking, exhorting with all long-ſuffering, and 
Arine ; they muſt warn every man, and teach every man in all wiſdom, that 
they may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Feſus : as they are obliged in 
ſuch manner to do theſe things, ſo there muſt be cerreſpondent Duties 
lying upon us to receive their Doctrine readily, carefully, patiently, ſin- 
cerely and fairly : As they'muſt be faithful Diſpenſers of God's heavenly 
Truth and holy Myſteries, ſo we muſt be obſequious Entertainers of them: 
impoling ſuch Commands on them doth imply reciprocal Obligatioos in 
their Hearers and'Scholars ; otherwiſe their Office would be vain, and their 
Endeavours fruitleſs ; God no leſs would be fruſtrated in his Deſign than 
we ſhould be deprived of the Advantages of their In(titution. 

* But farther, it is a more immediate ingredient of this Duty, thar, ' 

4: We ſhould effetually be enlightened by their DoQrine, be convinced 
by their Arguments perſuading Truth and Duty, be moved by their Ad- 
monitions and Exhortations togood Practice : We ſhould open our Eyes 
to the Light, which they ſhed forth upon us ; we ſhonld ſurrender our 
Judgment to the Proofs, which they alledge ; we ſhould yield our Hearts 
and Aﬀections pliable to their mollitying, and warming Ditcburſes: It is 
their Part to ſubdue our Minds to the obedience of faith, and to ſubjett our 
Wills to the Obſervance of God's Commandments (Caſting down imaginati- 
ons, and every high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity \evety'thought to the obedience of Chriſt.) It muſt 


| therefore anſwerably be :onr Duty not to reſiſt, not to hold out, not to 
| perſiſt obſtinate-in our Errours, or Prejudices ; to ſubmit our Minds to the 
___ Poweroft Truth, being willingly and gladly conquered by it ; it mult be 


Luke 24.25, 
AQs1. 51. 


our Duty to.ſubjugate our Wills, to-bend our Inclinations, to torm our At- 
fetions toa free Compliance of Heart with the Duties urged upon us ; we 
ſhoakd-not be like thofs: Diſciples] of whom our Lord complaineth thus: 
0 fools;andJlow of heart, 'to believe. all that «the prophets have ſpoken; nor 
like the. Jews, with whom St. Stephen thus expoſtulates : Te ſtiff-necked and 


' rncircamciſed in heart-and ears, ye.do always refiſt the Holy Ghoſt, They 


ſhould fpeak with Power and Efficacy ; we therefore ſhould not by our 
Indiſpoſitions'(by Obſtinacy of Conceit, or hardneſs of Heart) obſtruCt their - 
Endeavours; they ſhould be co-workers of your joy (that is, working 1n vs 


that Faith; and thoſe. Vertues, which are productive of true Joy and Com- 


fortto us) we therefore ſhould co-work with them toward the ſame End; 

they ſhould edifie us in-Knowledge, and Holineſs; we ſhould therefore 
yield obr ſelves.to-be faſhioned and poliſhed by them. 

5; 'We ſhould, in:fine, obey+ their Dorine by conforming our Practice 


| thereto7\ this our- Lord prefcribed in regard even to the Jewſh Guides 
_ andDoGtors; 7h 
t 


t y Seribes: and. Phariſees fit in Moſes his ſeat; all there 
fore: whatſover 'they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do ; the ſame Wc 
may:'well conceive-that he requireth in reſpect to his own Miniſters, the 


Teachers of a better Law, authorized to dire& us by his own Commif- | 


ſion, and thereto more ſpecially qualified by his Grace : This 15 indeed 


''+ * «the Crown and\ Completion of all ; to hear 1ignifieth nothing ; to be con- 


vinced in our Mind, and to be afteted in our Heart will but aggravate 


. our Guilt, if we neglect Practice : Every Sermon we hear, that theweth 


us our Duty will in effe& bean Inditment- upon us, will ground a w_ 
A tenc 
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beers of the Jaw ſhall be juſtified. And it is a good Advice, that of St. James; 


"I Las 
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tence of Condemnation, if we tranſgreſs it: For, as The Ea#th which 

drinketh in the Rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet | 

for them hy whom it is dreſſed, recerveth bleſſing from God, ſo that which ogy 6.7% b 
tareth thorns and briars, is rejetted, and is nigh unto curſing, and its end © 

ir to be burned : and, not the hearers of the law are juſt with God, but the Rom. 2. 13.) 


ad | } 3 
Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own ſelves; *tis Jam, 1. 22, 


7 
te intimateth, a Fallacy ſome areapt to put upon themſelves to conceit they - 
have done ſufficiently when they have lent an Ear to the Word ; this is 
the leaſt part to be done in regard to it, Practice is all in all ; what iS it to 
te ſhewed the Way, and to know it exactly, if we do not walkin it, if we 
& not by it arrive to our Journey's End, the Salvation of our Souls 2 To 
ve waited upon our Lord himſel?, - and hung upon his Diſcourſe, was 


wt available ; for when in the Day of Accompt, ſome ſhall begin to alledge, 


We have eaten, and drank before thee, and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets ; Luke 13-26, 


Qur Lord will ſay, I know ye not, whence ye are, depart from me all ye work- 7 
rs of iniquity. And, it is our Lord's Declaration in the Caſe, Whoſoever Mar. 7. 21. 
eareth theſe ſayings of mine and doth them, I will. liken him unto a wiſe 
nan, which built his houſe upon-a rock ; but every one that heareth theſe ſay- (Job. 14-21.) 
wes of mine, \and doth them not, ſhall be likned unto a fooliſh man, that Built 
his houſe upon the ſand. | 

Many are very earneſt to hear, they hear {addy as Herod did Saint Mark 6, 20, 
jon Baptiſt's Homilies'; they receive the! word with joy, as the temporary war. 13. 26, * 
kelievers in the Parable did : They do as thoſe Men did in the Prophet, *: 
telight 10 know God's ways, do ask of God the ordinances of juſtice; do take Ti * qubcy 
delight in approaching God ; Or as thoſe in another Prophet ; Who ſpeak one = DOM NY 
tanother, every one to his brother, ſaying, Come, T pray you, and hear what 
irtheword that cometh forth from the Lord ; And they come unto thee as the 
wople cometh, and they fit before thee as my poople ; and they hear y; words , 
ut will not do them ; for with their mouth they ſhew much love, but their 
leart goeth after their covetouſneſs : And lo, thou art to them as a very Iovely 
ſmg of one that hath a pleaſant voice, and can play well on-an inſtrument ; for 
they hear thy words, but they do them not: They for a time rejoice in the ; 
Ight of God's meſſengers, as thoſe Jews did in the Light of that burning John 5:35: : 
ad ſhining lamp, St. John the Baptiſt; but. all comes to nothing ; but | 
they are backward and careleſs to perform, at leaſt, more than they pleaſe 
tiemſelves, or what ſuteth to their Fancy, their Humour, their Appetite, 
titrIntereſt : Many Hearers will believe only what they like, or what 
fiteth to their Prejudices and Paſſions ; many of what they believe will 
miſe that only which ſorteth with their Temper, or will ſerve their 
befgns, they cannot conform to unpleaſant and unprofitable DoCtrines : 
vmetimes Care choaketh the Word, ſometimes Temptation of Pleaſure , 
ofProfit, of Honour allureth, ſometimes Difficulties, Hazards, Perſecutions, 
acourage from Obedience to it : 
| Theſe Particulars are obvious, and by moſt will be conſented to; there 
Kone Point which perhaps will more hardly be admitted, which there- 


ire I {hall more largely inſiſt upon : *Tis this : 


. 


6. That as in all caſes it is our Duty to defer much Regard to the Opt- 
Won of our Guides, ſo in ſome caſes it- behoveth-usto rely barely upon 
tir Judgment and Advice ; thoſe eſpecially among them who excel in 
Venity and Worth ; who are approved for Wiſdom'and Integrity; their 
Ntinitions, or the Declarations of rheir Opinion* (eſpecially ſuch as re 
alibired upon mature Deliberation and Debate, in a ſolemn manner) are 
Mr very-probable Arguments of Truth. and Expedteney; they are om 
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\monly the beſt Arguments which can be had in ſome Matters, eſpeciatly 
to the meaner and ſimpler ſort of People. This upon many Accompts 
will appear reaſonable. | : 

_Itis evident to Experience, that every Man 1s not capable to judge, 
able to guide himſelf in Matters of this Nature (concerning divine Truth 
| and Conſcience.) There are Children in underſtanding, there are Men weak 

oo. '#..* in faith (or Knowledge concerning the Faith ) there are 7djors, x31 

Rom. 16. 18, (Men not bad, but fimple) Perſons occupying the room of the unlearned, un. 
3" 14- 16, Skitful in the word of ri hteouſneſs, who (as the Apoſtle ſaith) zced that one 
5 2% ſhould teach them which be the firſt principles of the oracles of God, 
xs ag ug The Vulgar fort of Men are as undiſcerning and injudicious in all thin 
veritas, Tac. ſo peculiarly in Matters of this nature, ſo much abſtracted from com- 

mon Senſe and Experience ;, whence we ſee them eaſily ſeduced into the 

F- ge fondeſt Conceits and wildeſt Courſes by any ſlender Artifice or fair Pre. 
_ "- tence - like children toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
Eph. 4.14. doftrine, by the ſlight of Men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait 

to deceive. | 
| | There are alſo ſome particular Caſes, a competent 

, "AN eidbrts trees Ciarwr ©) ms Tnformation and skill in which muſt depend upon 
aan preg Irexduores 2g Mprovements of Mind acquired by more than ordi- 
wlu} Saont'ves wemer Wyre wort, F nary Study and Experience : So that in them moſt 
Leu 5 v.16 v diS'euroy. Naz. Or. 1. Pegnle do want ſufficient means of attaining Knoy- 
——fide calidus, (F virtute robuſtus, (5c. A , : D | 
Cypr. Ep. 23: de Luciano: ledge requiſite to guide their Judgment, or their Pra- 

| ice: And for ſuch Perſons in ſuch Caſes it is plainly 
the beſt, the wiſeſt, and the ſafeſt way to rely upon the DireRion of their 
Guides, aſlenting to what they declare, ating what they preſcribe, going 
whither they conduct. 

The very Notion of Guides, and the Deſign of their Office doth import 
a diflerence of Knowledge, and a need of reliance upon them in ſuch caſes; 
it ſignifieth that we are in ſome meaſure ignorant of the way, and that 
they better know it, and if ſo, plain Reaſon dictateth it fit that we ſhould 

follow them ; and indeed what need were there of Guides, to what purpoſe 
ſhould we have them if we can ſufficiently ken the way, and judge what 
we ſhould do without them ? 

In the ſtate of Learning (in which the aſligning us Teachers ſuppoſeth 
us placed) whatever our Capacity may be, yet our Judgment at leaſt 
(tor want of a full Comprehenſion of things, which muſt be diſcovered 
in order, and by degrees) isimperfect; in that State therefore it becometh 

| us not to pretend Exerciſe of Judgment, but rather eaſily to yield aſſent 

Reg, to what our Teachers, who ſee farther into the thing, do aſſert ; The 
poſſe 695g Learner (as Seneca ſaith) is bound ts be ruled, while he,beginneth to be able 
Sen. Ep- 94. to rule himſelf. | 

A& ugrSovorta mie, A Learner ſhould in ſome meaſure be credulous ; 

Otherwiſe as he will often fail in his Judgment, fo he will make little Fro- 
greſs in Learning ; for if he will admit-nothing on his Maſter's Word, if 
he will queſtion all things, if he will continually be doubting and diſpu- 

ting, or contradicting and oppoſing his Teacher, how can Inſtruction 


proceed? He that preſently will be his own Maſter, is a bad Scholar, and 


will be a worſe Maſter. He that will fly before he is fledged, no wonder it 
he tumble down. | 

Thereare divers obvious, and very conſiderable Caſes, in which Per- 
ſons moſt contemptuous of Authority, and refra&tary toward their Guides, 
are conſtrained to rely upon the Judgment of others, and are contented 


to do it, their Conſcience ſhewing them unable to judge for themſelves; 
# | n 
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h admitting the literal Senſc of Scripture according to Tranſlations; in 
the Interpretation 0f difficult Places, depending upon the Skill of Lan- 

ges, Grammar, and Criticiſm, upon the Knowledge of Humane Arts 
1nd Sciences, upon Hiſtories and ancient Cuſtoms ;. in ſuch caſes all illite- 
ate Perſons (however otherwiſe dyffident, and diſregardful of Authority) 
me forced to ſee with the Eyes of other Men, to fubmit their Judgment 
to the Skill and Fidelity of their learned Guides, taking the very Princi- 
pes and Foundations of their Religion upon Truſt ; And why then conſo- 
motly. may they not do it in other Caſes ; eſpecially in the Reſolution of 
lficult, ſublime, obſcure and ſubtil Points, the Comprehenſion whereof 
manſcendeth their Capacity ? | 
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SERMON XXVII 


' Of Obedience to our Spiritual 
Guides and Governours. 


H E B, XII. 17. 
. . Obey them that have the Rule over Jon, 


UT farther, ara, 
| The more toengage and incline us to the performing this part 
- of our Duty (the regarding, prizing, confiding in the Judgment of 
aur Guides) we may conſider the great Advantages, both natural and 
___ which they have to qualifie them in order to ſuch pur- 

CS, 2 - ; 

1. They may reaſonably be preſumed more intelligent and skilful in 
Iwine Matters than others ; for as they have the ſame natural Capacities 
ad Endowments with others (or rather commonly ſomewhat better 
llzn others, as being deſigned and ſeleed to this ſort of Employment) 
btheir natural Abilities are by all poſſible means improved : It is their 
Trade and Faculty, unto which their Education is direted : in acquiring 
iblity toward which they ſpend their time, their Care, their Pains; in which 
tiey are continually verſed and exerciſed (having, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Hed. 5. 14. 
h reaſon of uſe their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and evil) for which | 
uh they imploy their Supplications and Devotions to God. 

' Many ſpeaial Advantages they hence procure, needful or very condy- 
able to a more perfect Knowledge of ſuch Matters, and to Security from 

rs; ſuch as are cgnverſing with Studies, which enlarge a Man's Mind, 
nd improve his Judgment ; a Skill of Diſquiſition abour things of ſift- 
a canvaſing Points coming under Debate ;. of weighing the Force 

Arguments, and diſtinguiſhing the Colours ot things ; the Knowledge 
# Languages; in which the Divine Oracles are exprelied, of Sciences, of 

| M .m Hilto- 
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2 Tim. 2, 4+ 


"Oy ar 1tynoovrar met me ovugeegvre, 


Hiſtories, of Practices ſerving to the Diſcovery ang llluſtratiog of the 
Truth; exerciſe in Meditation, Reading, Writing, Speaking, Diſputing and 
Conference, whereby the Mind is greatly enlightened, and the Reaſon 
ſtrengthened, Acquaintance with Variety of Learned Authors, who with 
great Diligence have expounded the Holy Scriptures, and with moſt Ae. 
curacy diſcuſſed Points of Dottrine, eſpecially with Ancient Writers, who 
living near the Apo/tolical times, and being immediately , Cor within few 
Degrees mediately)) their Diſciples may juſtly be ſuppoſed moſt helpful 
toward informing us what was their genuine Dodtrine, what the true ſenſe 
of their Writings : By ſuch means as in other Faculties, fo in this of They. 
logy, a competent Skill may be obtained ; there is no other ordinary, o 
probable Way ; and no extraordinary Way can be truſted, now that Men 
appear not to grow learned or wiſe by ſpecial Inſpiration or Miracle, af. 
ter that all Pretences to ſuch By-ways have been detected of Impoſture 
and do ſmell too rank of Hypocriſie. OY 
Since then our Guides are fo advantageouſly qualified to dire} us; it is 
in Matters difficult and doubtful (the which require good Meaſure of 
Skill and Judgment to determine about them) moſt reaſonable that we 
ſhould rely upon their Authority, preferring it in ſuch Caſes to our private 
Diſcretion ; taking it for more probable, that they ſhould comprehend the 
Truth, than we (unaſſiſted by them, and judging merely by our own glim- 
mering Light) can do; deeming it good odds on the ſide of their Dodrine 
againſt our Opinion or ConjeQture. 


They have alſo another peculiar Advantage toward judging ſincerely of 


things, by their greater Retirement from the World and Diſengagement 
from ſecular Intereſts; the which ordinarily do deprave the Underſtandings, 
and pervert the Judgments of Men ; diſpoſing them to accommodate their 
Conceits to the Maxims of worldly Policy, or to the vulgar Apprehenſi- 


ons of Men : many of which are falſe and baſe ; by ſuch Abſtra@ion.of 


Mind from worldly Afairs, together with faſtning their Meditation opth 
beſt things, which their Calling neceſſarily doth put them' upon) md 
than is uſual to other Men, they commonly get Principles and Habits 'of 
Simplicity and Integrity, which qualifie Men both to diſcern Truth better, 
and more faithfully to declare it. of: 
Seeing then in every Faculty the Advice of the Skilful is to be repar- 
ded, and 1s uſually relied upon ; and in other Afﬀaias of greateſt Impor- 
tance, we ſcruple not to proceed fo ; ſeeing we commit our Life and Health 
. (which are moſt precious to us) to the Phyſician, obſerving his Pre 
{criptions commonly without any Reaſon, horn againſt our own 
Senſe ; we entruſt our Eſtate, which is ſo dear, with the Lawyer, not 
conteſting his Advice ; we put our Goods and Safety into the: Hands of 2 
Pilot, ſleeping ſecurely whilſt he ſteereth us, as he thinketh fit ; ſeeing 
in many ſuch Occaſions of common Life we adviſedly do renounce, 0r 
wave our own Opinions, abſolutely yielding to the DireRion of others; 
taking their Authority for a better Argument or ground of Action, than 
any which our Conceit or a bare Conſideration of the Matter can ſuggelt 
to us; admitting this. Maxim for good, that it S 


bauTols peru ree3r bavf) 7), Thry 2 MOTE adviſeable and fafe Courſe in Matters of Con- 
avvgaru Vapndus milydla: Xen. Peel. ſequence to follow the Judgmett of wiſer Men than 
Ey 10. Th TR" FS 3H 9.2% to adhere to our own Apprehenſions : Seeing it 35 
Ceevnry, &y ) Ty Cav ld NAGY TEX vs a , 4 ful 
vauddw EearIov. Ariſtonymus apud Srob, NOt Wiſdom (as every Man thinks ) 1n 2 doub 


Tom. 2. Tite 3. 


 -_ ____ Caſeto act upon Diſadvantage, or to. venture upM 
odds againſt himſelf, and it is plainly doing thus to At upon our T 
| pl- 
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(pinion, againſt the judgment of thoſe who are more improved in the way, 
q better {iudied in the Point.than our ſelves; ſecing in other caſes theſe 
je the common and approved Apprehenſions and Practices; and ſeeing in 


\ 


mis Caſe there is . plainly the ſame reaſon, for that there are Difficulties 
4nd Intricacies in this no leſs than in other Faculties, which need good 
il to reſolve them ; for that in theſe Matters we may eaſily flip, and by 
frror may incur huge Danger and Damage; why then ſhould we not here 
nke the ſame courſe, following (when no other clearer Light, or preva- 
knt Reaſon occurreth)) the conduct and advice of our more skilful Guides? 
checially conſidering, that beſide ordinary, natural and acquired Advanta- 
s they have other ſupernatural, both Obligations to the well diſcharging 
sDuty, and aſliſtances toward it: For, 
2. We-may conſider, that they are by God ap= Jer. 3. 15. 1 will give you Paſtors ac- 
inted, and 1mpowered to inftru@ and guide-us 7 Its ie es ee he 
«their ſpecial Office, not aſlumed by rhemſelves, or c Cypr. Ep. ys 
oſlituted by human Prudence, but, ordained and _ | 
etled by divine Wiſdom for our edification in Knowledge, and dire&ion 
Practice : They are God's Meſſengers purpoſtly ſent by him, ſelected and | 
harated, by his InſtinCt, for this work ; they are by him given for the. per- Rom 10. 15: 
fling of the Saints, and edifying the body. of Chriſt : It is by God's war- xph. DIG. 
nat, and in his Name that they ſpeak, which giveth eſpecial weight to 1 Cor. 12.28. 
teir Words, and no mean ground of aſfurance to us in relying upon them: 5," Angie 
kr who is more likely to know God's Mind and Will, who may be preſu- Tir. 1.3. 
ned more fairhful in declaring them, than GoJ's own Officers, and. A- * Th#2- 4 
rats? thoſe whoſe great: Duty, whoſe main concernment it is to ſpeak 
int their own ſenſe, but the Word of God? They are God's Mouth, by 
jhom alone, ordinarily, he expreſſeth his Mind and Pleaſure ; by whom he 
atrtateth us to be reconciled in Heart and Practice to him ; what they ſay 3 Cr 5: 2%, 
Wo is to be received as God's Word, except plain Reaſon, upon-due 
mmination, do forbid. ET | 
\Þ they by Office are Teachers, or Mafters in DoArine, then we anſwe- 
thly muſt in obligation be Diſciples, which implies admitting their Do- 
ine, and proficiency in knowledge thereby ; If they ate appointed Shep- 
erds, then muit we be their Sheep, to be led and fed by them ; if they 
Wit God's Meſſengers, we muſt yield fome Credence, and embrace the 
Neſage uttered by them ; fo the Prophet telleth- us : The Prieſf's Lips Mal 2. 7. 
tuld keep roars and they ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth, for he is 
le Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts ; fo the Law of old enjoined ;----Accor- Deur 17, Its 
ug to the ſentence of the Law, which they ſhall teach thee, and according to 
C jadgment, which they ſhall tell thee, thbu ſhalt do ; thou ſhalt not de- 
tne from the ſentence which they ſhall ſhew thee to the right hand, nor to the. 
kit; ſo our Ford alſo in regard to the Scribes and Phariſees ſaith, The | 
inibes and Phariſees fit in Moſes his Chair, all therefore whatſoever they bid Wat. 23. 34 
JW obſerve, that obſerve and do ; upon account of their Office, whatever 
ttey direct to (not repugnant to the divine Law) was to be obſerved (Eze. 34.16.) 
the People ; and ſurely in doubtful Caſes, when upon competent in- 
Wy no clear light offereth it ſelf, it cannot be very dangerous to follow 
ar guidance, whom God hath appointed and authorized to lead us; if 
Kerr doing ſo, we err wiſely in the way of our Duty, and ſo no great 
lame will attend our Error. 
4. We may conſider that our Guides, as ſuch, have ſpecial aſſiſtance from 
9M; to every vocation God's aid is congruoully afforded ; but to. this 
tle principal of all others, the moſt important, moſt nearly related to 
, and mo{t peculiarly tending to his Service) it is in a ſpecial manner 
wt afuredly and plentifully imparted. Mm 2 They 
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Phil. 2.13.  ſter of the ability which God ſupplieth ; Every ſpiritual Labourer is obbgrd ; 


0, 


1 Pet. 4+ 11. 
r Cor, 15-10, 


Ge. © ſite for their Employment. - 3 on 
— md; Se ' God of old did in extraordinary ways viſibly communicate his Spirit | 


unto his Prophets and Agents ; the ſame, he did liberally pour- out ypon 
the Apoſtles and/firſt Planters of the Goſpel; the ſame queſtionlel he hath! 
not withdrawn from thoſe, who under the Evargelical Diſpenſation which 

2 Cor.3:8. is peculiarly the miniſtration of the Spirit , Cunto which the Aid of. Gods 
Spirit is moſt proper and moſt 'needful) do ſtill by a fetled Minit 

ſupply the room of thoſe extraordinary Miniſters ; but imparteth it to 

them, ina way although more ordinary and occult, yet no lefs real and. 
effeQtual, according to Proportions anſwerable to the Exigencies of Need 

and Occaſion ; And by the Influence hereof upon the Paſtours of his. 

Mat. 28. 20» Church it is, that our Lord accompliſheth his Promiſe to be with it until 
. theendof the world. SIN | 
Luke7. 32. Clavis ſcientie, the key of knowledge ſpiritual, is one of thoſe Ke $ which 
he hath given to them, whereby they. are enabled to open the Kingdom 

of Heaven. 5 NG 2 

Great Reaſon therefore we have to place an eſpecial Confidence in their. 

Direction ; for whom can we more ſafely follow, than thoſe, 'whom (up-. 

on ſuch grounds of divine Declarations and Promiſes) we may hope that 

God doth guide; ſo that conſequently in following them we do in etfe& 


- 


follow God himſelf > He that hearerh you, heareth* me, might þe ſaid not, 
only becauſe of their relation unto Chriſt ; but becauſe their Word pro» 


\ ceedeth from his Inſpiration, being no. other than his Mind conveyed 
through their Mouth. oat | 
4. We may alfo for our Encouragement to confide in our Guides con- 
Aider, that they are themſelves deeply concerned in our being rightly gut 
ded ; their preſent Comfort, their Salvation hereafter depending upon the 
faithful, and careful Diſcharge of their Dury herein : they muſt render 
an Accoimpt for it; ſo that if by their wilful, or negligent- Miſcarriage 
we do fall into dangerous Errour or Sin, they do thence not only toriett 


rich and'glorious Rewards (aſſigned to thoſe, who turn many unto righteouſ- 
neſs) but incur woful Puniſhment ; this doth aſſure their ſntegrity, and 
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-xender our conticence-in them very reaſonable; for as we may ſafely truſt 
4 Pilot; who hath no leſs intereſt than our ſelves in the fate conveyance 
of the Veſſel to Port; fo may we reaſonably confide in their Advice, whoſe 
Glvation is adventured with ours in the fame bottom, or rather is 
grapped up, and-catried 1n.ours : It 15 not probable they-will (at leaſt 
t&ſignedly)) miſguide us to their own extreme damage, to their utter ru- 


frm XX VU. - Of Ubedrence to.0ur Spiritual Guides and Governows, * 2 69 


jne': If they do not warn the wicked from his wicked way:to ſave his Life, Ezck.3. 18. 


Gol hath ſaid that he will require his Blood at their hands ; -and is it likely 
they ſhould wittingly run ſuch a hazard, that "they ſhould purpoſely caſt 
zway the Souls, for which they are ſo certainly accomptable ? It is our 4- 
\wfle's enforcement. of the Precept'in our Text, Obey them that' guide: you ; 
for they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give an accompt 5 which Argu- 
mentation is not only grounded upon the obligations of: Ingenuity:and 
Gratitude, but alſo upon confiderations of Diſeretion' and Interefts:;' we 
'hould obey our Guides in Equity and Honeſty ; we may'do! it-adviſedly, 
tecauſe they in regard to their own. Accompts at: the final Judgment are 
obliged to be careful for the good of 'our Souls, | ' 

Upon theſe Conſiderations it 1s plainly rexfonable to follow our Guides 
jn all Matters, wherein we have no other very clear and'certain-lighriof 
Feaſon or Revelation to condu us : The doing 6 is indeed (whictr is 
lather obſervable) not only wiſe in it ſelf, but'fafe in way: of Preven- 
ton,” that we be not: ſeduced by other. treacherous Guides ; it will not 
aly-ſecure us from our own weak Judgments, but from the Frauds of 
thoſe who ie in wait” to deceive, The ſimpler ſort of Men will in effet 
trealways led not by their own Judgment; but by the Authority of others ; 
nd if they be not fairly guided by thoſe whom God hath conſtituted and 


F 


& their-true Guides, have ſoon been hurried by Impoſtors into moſt dan- 


f Dottrine. | | 
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yn our own Judgments, liable to Miſtake, and than upon the. Counſel of 


Wers,, who may be intereſted to abuſe us; yery fooliſh and very ungrate-- 
oþ Wye are, if we do not highly prize, if we do not willingly embrace this 


Mvantage. 


& {Wivild diſpoſe us to follow the direQtion of our Guides : Te younger (faith 


{gned to that end, they will be led by the Noſe by thoſe: who-are con-* * 
\terned to. ſeduce them : So reaſon diCtateth that it muſt be, ſo Experience. .. - 
heweth it ever-to have been ; that the People, whenever they have deſer- 


\ tis therefore a great Advantage to us, and a oreat Mercy' of God, that - 
tiere are (by God's Care) provided for us ſuch Helps, upon which we may * 
ommonly for our guidance in the way to Happineſs more ſafely rely, than 


it WI {farther add, that as Wiſdom may induce, ſo Modeſty and Humility 


33» 2,8. 


ph. 4 TAs 


rous Errors, and extravagant Follies ; being carried about with divers m4 13-9. 
ud firange Doctrines ; being like Children toſſed to and fro with every wind PR SE 


* K Peter) ſubmit your ſelves unto the Elder (that is, ye Inferiors to your r Per. 55. 


 Wpcriors, ye that are the Flock to your Paſtors )- aud ( ſubjoineth he 
4 MW inediately) e cloathed with Humility; fignifying, that it is a point of 
timility to yield rhat Submiſſion : Every modeit and humble Perſon is apt 


Ny wg, Hot to ſeem any body to ones ſelf, in humility to prefer others before our vil, 2. 3. 
Jer M5, arc-divine Injuactions, chiefly applicable to this Caſe, in reference to ! C go - of 
We Wt ſpiritual Guides; {or if it be Pride or culpable Immodeſty to preſame * _— 
{e't Welves wiſer than any Man, what is it then to prefer our ſelves in that 

ouſ- thect before our Teachers ; as indeed we do, when without evident rea- 

and MY” ve diſregard, or diſſent irom their Opinion ? 


It 


bdiflruit his own, and to ſubmit to better Judgments: And, Noz to lean Prov. 3. 54 7: 


our Underſtanding, not to be wiſe in our own Eyes ; not to ſeem 10 know any = PR 


i o_ 


of thy paths. 


I2, I0, 


Luke 12. 1. 
Matr.1is. 2,6 


Luke 11.52 
Matt. 15. 14+ 


Vid. Apal. 
Eccl, Ang. 


It is then a Duty very reaſonable, and a very commendable:Pratice ty 
rely upon the guidance of our Paitors in ſuch Caſes, wherein ſurer diregz. 
on faileth, and we cannot otherwiſe fully fatisfie our ſelves. +-* . | 

Neither in doing ſo (againſt ſome appearances of Reaſon, or with ſome 
violence to our private Conccits) do we act againſt our Conſcience, byt 
rather truly according to it ; for Confcience ( as the word in this Caſe i; 
uſed) is nothing elſe but an Opinion in. practical Matters, grounded upon 
the beſt Reaſon we can diſcern ; if theretore, in any.caſe, the authority of 


' our Guides be a reaſon outweighing all other reaſons apparent, he that 
in ſuch a caſe, notwithſtanding other Arguments leſs forcible, doth: coq- 


form his Judgment and Practice thereto, therein: exactly followerh Con- 


ſcience; yea, in doing otherwiſe, he would thwart and violence his own 
Conſcience, and be ſelf-condemned, adhering to a leſs probable Reaſonin 


oppoſition to one more- probible. 


__ 


I do not hereby mean toatlert, that we are obliged indifferently Coith 


an irnplicit Faith or blind Obedience) to believe all that our Teachers ay, 


or to practiſe all they bid us: For they are Men, and therefore ſubje to 
Error and Sin ;- they may neglect or abuſe the advantages they have of 
knowing better than others ; they may ſometimes by Infirmity, by Neglj- 
gence, by pravity fail in pertorming taithfully their Duty towards us: they 
may be ſwayed by Temper, be led by Patl'on, be corrupted by Ambition 

or Avarice, ſo as thence to embrace and vent bad 


Iſa, 3. 12. 0 my People, they which lead DoCtrines : We do ſee our Paſtors often diſſenting 
Xx cauſe thee to err, and deſtroy the way 


and claſhing among themſelves, ſometimes with 
themſelves, ſo as to change and retrat their own 
Opinions. x | 


(Jet.2. 8.) Ifa. 28. 7, Jer.10-21 We find the Prophets of old complaining of Prieft, 


"er. 23- ri. ( Jer. 18. 18. 9.31: Of Paſtors, of Elders, and Prophets, who handled the 

6 13- EY oy Law, yet were ignorant of God ; who erred in Viſun, 

Zeph. 3. 4: | and ſlumbled in Judgment ; who were profane, brutiſh, 

. Jight, and treacherous Perſons ; who polluted the Santtu- 

Ezek. 22.-26. ary, and did violence to the Law , and profaned holy Things ; who handled 

-——P the Law, yet knew not God ; from whom the Law and Counſel did periſh; who 

+ Mic. 3. 11, taught for Hire, and divined for Money ; who themſelves departed out of the 
__ * % way, and cauſed many to ſtumble, and corrupted the Covenant of Levi; who 


\” deſtroyed and ſcattered the Sheep of God's Paſture. | 
Matr.16.6,12. There were in our Saviour's Time Guides, of tve ferment of whoſe Dottrine 


good People were bid to beware ; who tranſgreſſed and defeated the Com- 
mandment of God by their Traditions ; who did take away the key of Know- 
ledge, ſo that they would not enter themſelves into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
nor would ſuffer others to enter ; blind Guides, who both themſelves did all, 
and drew others into the ditch of noxious Error, and wicked Pradtice: 


o 


Matt. 15.9 The followers of which Guides did i» vain worſhip God, obſerving for Dotlrine 


the Precepts of Men. | 


There have not, ſince the primitive Times of the Goſpel, wanted thoſe 
who (indulging to Ambition, Avarice, Curioſity, Faction, -and other bad 
Aﬀections) have depraved and debaſed Religion with noxious Errors, and 


ide Superſtitions; ſuch as St. Bernard deſcribeth, Sc. 


Of Obedience to our Spiritual Guides and Governors. 'Vol:11t. 
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| We are, in matters of ſuch infinite concernment to our eternal welſare, 
in Wiſdom and Duty obliged, not only without farther hecd or care, i0 
truſt the Diligence and Integrity of others, but to conſider and 1ook 
about us, uſing our own Reafon, Judgment, and Diſcretion, fo far as we 
are capable ; we cannot in ſuch a caſe be blamed for too much Circum 
ſpection and Caution. W 
'e 
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| We are not wholly blind, not void of Reaſon, not deſtitute of fit Helps; 


ja many Caſes we have competent Ability to jadge, and Means ſufficient 


z* 39 


attain Knowledge; we are therefore concerned to ute our eyes,” to em- 
ploy our reaſon, to embrace and improve the advantages vouchſafed us. 
We are accomptable perſonally for all our aCtions as agreeable or croſs 
reaſon; 1t we are. miſtaken by our own default, or miſled by the ill gui- 
lance of others, we ſhall however deeply ſuffer for it, and dze- in our ini- 
wty; the Ignorance, or errour of our Guides will not wholly excuſe us 
rom guilt, or exempt us from puniſhment; it is fit therefore that we ſhould 


Ezek, 3'I 2, 


te allowed, as to the ſum of the matter, to judge and chuſe for our ſelves: 


ar if our ſalvation were wholly placed in the hands-of others, ſo that we 
could not but in caſe of their Errour or Default miſcarry : our Ruin would 
einevitable, and conſequently not juſt ; we ſhould periſh without blame, 
{ we were bound as a blind and brutiſh Herd, to follow others. 


We, in order. to our Practice (which muſt be regulated by Faith and 


ſnowledge )and toward preparing our ſelves for our grand Accompt;are ob- 


d to get a Knowledge and Ferſwaſion concerning our Duty ; fo prove Rom. 12.2, 
lor ſearch and examine ) what is that good and acceptable, and perfett will of Eph. $- 10. 
hd; for Ignorance (if any wiſe by our Endeavour vincible ) will not ſe- , 
areus: Ze that "(faith our Lord and Judge ) knew not, and did commit Luke 12. 49. 
things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes (few ; not in them- 
klves, but comparatively to tltioſe, which ſhall be inflicted on them, who 
maſgreſs againſt Knowledge and Conſcience.) , 
.Weare bound to ſtudy Truth, to improve our Minds.in the Knowledge 
ud Love of it, to be firmly perſwaded of it in a rational Way ; ſo that we 
tz not eaſily ſhaken or ſeduced from it. | 
'The Apoſtles do charge it upon us, as our Duty:and Concernment; that 
yeabound in faith and knowledge ; that we be rooted aud built up in Chriſt , | 
md fabliſhed in the faith, ſo as to be ſteadfaſt and unmovable, not. to be Bong © g 
lus ſhaken in mind or troubled; to grow up and increaſe in all divine 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
upledge ; that the word of God ſhould dwel richly in us in. all. wiſdom; ws Om 
hat we ſhould be filed with all knowledge, ſo as to be. able to teach, and 2 Per. 3,18, 
umoviſh one 'auother ; that our love ſhould abound more and more in know - FRY 
th and all judgment, that we may approve things excellemt ( or ſcan things tg 
lerent.) that we be enriched in all the word (that is, in all the DoQtrine Rom. 5: 14. 
« the Goſpel) and in all knowledge ; that we be filled in the knowledge of pj;r 5 "gi 
W's will in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding ; that we ſhould not be 2 cor. r. 5. 
wiſe, but underſtanding what the will of the Lord is ; That we ſhould be _ hi 
welt and. compleat in all the will of God (that is, firſt, in the Kngwledge ct. ,” 12" 
Git; then in compliance with & that in underſtanding we ſhould not be 1 Cor. 14.20. 
tidren, but perfect men, 15 Ces Ng 


Ne are likewiſe by them commanded to take heed of falſe Prophets, to Mar. 7. 15. 


4 
s 
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tn the ſpirits, whether they are of God, to ſee that no man deceiveus; to # arp 54 
ut that no man ſpoil us by vain deceit, to try all thidgs, and hold faſt that xy. Pg 
Wich. 3s good ; which Precepts. imply that we ſhould: be furniſhed with a ms TE. 
wod Faculty of Judgment and competent Knowledge in the principal mat- 55 
krs of Chriſtian Doctrine, concerning both the Myſteries of Faith, and 

lik of Practice. Our Lord himſelf and his Apoſtles did not upon other 

&ms than of rational Confideration and Diſculiion exact Credit and Obe- 

Wnce to their Words, they:did not infiſt barely upon their own Authority, 

hu exhorted their Diſciples to examine ſtritly, and judge faithfully con- 

ning the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of. their Dodiſte z; Search the Scrt- Joh 5. 39. 
ures, for they teſtifie of me : If I do not the works of 'my Father, believe WERE 
Wot; but if I do, though ye believe me not, believe. the. works : (0 = ITT 7 
a3 | | bn Lor 
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es. 


Lord appealed to their reaſon, proceed ing upon grounds of Scripture, and 
; Cor.10. 15. common Senſe : and, 7 ſpeak to wife men, judge ye what I ſay , iv Saint 
Paul addreſſed his Diſcourſe to his Diſciples ; otherwiſe we ſhould be yn. 
capable to obſerve them. | 
We are alſo bound to defer the principal Regard to God's Wiſdom and 
Will, ſo as without Reſervation or Exception, to embrace whatever he 
doth fay, to obey what he poſitively doth command : whatever Author; 
doth contradict his Word, or croſs his Command, in ſuch Caſes we ma 


Af 4-15 remonſtrate with the Apoſtles, If it be juſt before God to hearken unto you 14. 
AQs 5.29. | 
Gal. 1. 8. 


272 


may denounce with St. Paul, If an angel from heaven preach any other Goſpel 
let him be accurſed. | : 
We are obliged always to act with faith (that is, with a. Perſwaſion con- 
cerning the Lawfulneſs of what we do) tor Whatever is not of faith, is 
: We ſhould never condemn our ſelves in what we try or embrace. | 
Theſe things conſidered, we may, and it much behoveth us, referyj 


Rom. 14. 23» 


Rom. 14. 22 Ji 


due reſpect to our Guides, with Humility and Modeſty to weigh and ſean + 


their Ditates and their Orders ; leſt by them unawares we be drawn into 

a8s 19.11.  Errour or Sin ; like the ingenuous Ber@ans, who did avaxetray mw; yoape;, 

| ' ſearch and examine the ſcriptures if thoſe things were ſo. Our Guides are 

2 Cor. 1.24. but the helpers, they are not Lords of our Faith ; the Apoſtles themſelves 
were not. 

We may, and are bound, if they tell us things evidently repugnant to 

God's Word, or to ſound Reaſon and common Senſe, to diſſent fromthem; 

if they impoſe on us things evidently contrary to God's Law, to forbear 

Iſa. 8. 20. Compliance with them ; we may in ſuch Caſes ap- 

_ ou m—_ — ſe de- peal ad legem & teſtimonium ; we muſt not admit a 

bt EPO MAT AF? 0n obſtante to God's Law. | 

If other Arguments (weighed in the Balance of honeſt and impartial 

Reaſon, with cautious and induſtrious Conſideartion) do overpoize the Au- 

thority of our Guides; letus in God's Name adhere to them ; and follow 

our own Judgments ; it would be a Violation of our Conſcience, a Prevari- 

cation toward our own Souls, and a Rebellion againſt God to do other- 

wiſe ; when againſt our own Mind, ſo carefully informed, we follow the 

Dictates of others, we like Fools raſhly adventure and proſtitute our Souls. 


This Proceeding is no wiſe inconſiſtent with what we delivered before; 


ther than unto God, judge ye : and we ought to obey God rather than men, we. 


=> = PAPSE-ESSSSSLESSS I 
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Mat. 15. 14s 


33» 8+ 


Pro. $.12,13+ 7 heart deſpiſed reproof 2 And have not obeyed the woice of my Ti eachers, #0! 


. for this due Warineſsin examining, this Reſervation in aſtenting, this Ex- 


ception in Practice, . in ſome caſes, wherein the Matter hath Evidence, and 
we a Feey to judge, doth no-wiſe hinder, but that we ſhould defer much 
Regard to the Judgment of our Guides ; that we ſhould in thoſe caſes, 
wherein noLight diſcovereth it ſelf out-ſhining their Authority, rely upon 
it ; that where our Eyes will not ſerve clearly to direct us, - we ſhould uſe 
theirs ; where our Reaſon faileth to fatisfie us, we ſhould acquieſce in 
theirs; that we ſhould regard their Judgments ſo far, that no petty 
Scruple emerging, no faint Semblance of Reaſon ſhould prevail upon us to 
diſlent from their Doctrine, to reject their Advice, to diſobey their In- 
junctions. : 

In fine, let us remember, that the Mouth of Truth which bid us to #- 
ware of the bad dodrine of thoſe who ſate in Moſes's Chair, did alſo charge 
us 70 obſerve all they ta ught and enjoined ; that is, all not certainly repvg 
nant to the Divine Law. In effe&, if we diſcoſt from the Advices of our 
ſober Teachers, Ty for us by God ; we ſhall in the end have Occaſr 
on to. bewail with him inthe Proverbs, How have I hated inſtruttion, att 


inclined mine ear to them that inſtrufted me ? 10 


Rr, 


" CT—— <a 
we _ 


th. XXVIL.. Of Obedience to our Spiritual Guides and Governours. 


"To theſe things 1 ſhall only add one Rule, which we may well ſuppoſe 
ampriſed in the Precept we treat upon ;. which is, that atleaſt we forbear 
genly to diſſent from our Guides, or to contradict their DoCtrine ; except 
ly, if it be not fo falſe (which never, or rarely can happen among us ), 
| (to ſubvert the Foundations of Faith, or Practice of Holineſs. If we can- 
| ot be internally convinced by their Diſcourſes, if their Authority cannot 
| kay with us againſt the prevalence of other Reaſons, yet may we ſpare 
- Mutvardly to oppoſe them, or to flight their Judgment ; for doing thus 
kth tend as to the diſgrace of their Perſong” ſo tothe Diſparagement of 
. Wha Office, to an obſtructing the efficacyvof their Miniſtry, to the ;in- 
' fogement of Order and Peace in the Church : for when the inconſiderate 
* Mople ſhall fee their Teachers diftruſted and difreſpefted ;. when they per- 
] ave their Doctrine may be challenged, and oppoſed by plauſible Diſcour- 
, M6; then will they hardly traſtfthem, or: eqmply* with them in Matters 
Woot certain and neceflary ; than which Diſpoſition in the People there can- 

. happen any thing more prejudicial or baneful to the Church. 
\ WH But ler thus much ſerve for the Obedience due to the Doctrine of our 
) Wudes: let us conſider that which we' owe to them in reference to their 

(verſation and Practice. 
X The following their Practice may, well be. referr'd to this Precept ; for 
 Whibttheir Practice is a kind of living Doctrine, a viſible Law or Rule of A- 
(on; and becaufe indeed the Notion of a Guide primarily doth imply Ex- 


\ mple; that he which is guided ſhould reſpect the Guide as a Precedent, - 


. Whitngconcerned to walk after his Footſteps. arty rt ons 

+Molt of the Reaſons which, urge Deference to their. Judgment;in teach- 
o;-do in proportion infer Obligation to follow. their- Example, (which 
weed. is the moſt eafie and clear way of inſtruction to vulgar Capacity ; 
arying with it alſo moſt efficacious Encouragement and Excitement..to 
Iaftice :) they are obliged, and it is expected from them to live with 


| . 
k <zcial Regularity, CircumſpeAion,: and;Striftne(s of Converſation .; they - 
" 


x by God's Grace eſpecially diſpoſed/and enabled to do"fo ; ' and-many 


j. Monmon Advantages they have of doing ſo; (a more perfect Knowſedge” 


-» Wi things, Firmnel(s of Principles, and-;Clearneſs of Notions ;;. a deeper 
& {MW nQure, and more ſavoury Reliſh of Truth, attained by. continual Medita- 
5 Win thercon ; conſequently a Purity of Mindand'Aﬀection, a Retirement 
- Wmthe World and its Temptation, Freedom from Diſtraction of worldly 
> Mir; and the Incumbrances of Buſineſs, with the like. ) ET IC 

d They are often charged to be exemplary in.Converfation (as we before 
h MWltzcd) and that involveth a correſpondent Obligation to follow them. 


$, They muſt (like- St. John Baptiſt) be burning and, ſhining. lights ;.. ftars, 28 Joh. 5. 3s. 


n M's ri2bt hand ; lights of the world ; whoſe. light ſhould ſhine before. wen 
fe Wt men may fee their good works ; and by their Light direct their Steps. 


in WM They are propoſed as Copies, which ſignifies that. wemult in our Practice 
ry Wiuaſcribe them. C | WP 3 
to WVe are often diretly commanded to imitate them ; ,@v wade 7 mg, 


n- Wwe faith imitate ye (that is; their faithful Perſeverance in the - DoQrine 
adPratice of Chriſtianity ) faith the Apog/zle in this Chapter. 

e- Their Converſation is fately imitable in all Caſes, wherein no better Rule 

ge Wipearcth, and when it doth not appear diſcordant from God's Law, and 

g- Wit Dictares of found Reaſon ; for ſuppoting that Diſcordance, we ceale to 

ur W* obliged to follow them ; as wlten our Lord preſcribeth in reſpec to the 


Mer their works ; for they ſay and do not. 


N n 1 It 


fi- MWilriſezs; Vharever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do; but do not ya 23. + 


ol 
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nantia, quod primumn paſuit;- ſeipſos aman- 
tes, Auguſt. in Joh. #794. 123. 


It is indeed eafier for them to ſpeak well than to do: well . their Do. 


Arine therefore'is mote-commonly. a-ſurc: Guide than their PraQiice, v4 ll 


when there winterh#: clearer gmdance of Dodrine, their Practice 


paſs for inftruQive; and a probable Argument or Warrant of AQion...7 | 


— 
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2 TIM. 1. 1. 


For men ſhall be lovers of themſelves. 


AIN T Paul in this place out of a prophetical Spirit inſtrufing or 

) warning his Diſciple Timothy, concerning difficult times, or the @- 
lamitous ſtate of things, which ſhould enſue ; induced upon the World, 
as it uſeth to happen, by a 5 neral prevalency of vicious Diſpoſitions 
and Practices among Men, doth thence take occaſion by a ſpecification 
of their Vices to charaRerize the Perſons, who ſhould concur to pro- 
duce that hard State. | | | 


Among thoſe Vices he placeth Self-love in the Van, 
mala ob %0 velut fonre ma- a5 the capital and leading Vice; intimating thereby, 


| - influence moſt noxious. 
This indeed is of all Vices the moſt common, ſo deeply radicated in out 
Nature,and fo generally over-ſpreading the World, that no Man thorny 


is exempted from it, moſt Men are greatly tainted with it, ſome are whok 


ly poſſeſſed and acted by it ; this is the Root, from which all other Viees 
do grow, and without which hardly any Sin could ſubfiſt ;. the chief Vices 
eſpecially have an obvious and cvident dependence thereon. ' © 

All impiety doth involve a loving our ſelves in undue manner and met- 


| ſure; (o that we ſet ourſelves in our eſteem and affection before God; 


we prefer our own Conceits to his Judgment and Advice; we raiſe our Pl- 
ſure above his Will and Authority ; we 'bandy Forces with him, and are 
like the prophane Belſhazzar, ot.whom it is faid, Thou haft lifted up thy 
felf againſt (or above) the Lord of Heaven, | 
From hence particularly by a manifeſt extraction are derived thoſe 
chief and common Vices, Pride, Ambition, Envy, Avarice, Intemperance, 


Injuſtice, Uncharitableneſs, Peeviſhneſs, Stubbornneſs, Diſcontent and Im-- 


patience. For, | wy 
We over-value our ſelves, our Qualities and Endowments, our Powers 


and Abilities, cur Fortunes and external Advantages ; hence are we lo. 


proud, that is, fo loſty in our Conceits, and {aſtuous in our Demeanour. 


We 


that it is of all in its nature moſt heinous, vr in its 
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BM We would be the only Men or molt conſiderable in the World ; hence 
\ Wl ic we ambitious, hence continually with unfatiable greedineſs we db af- 
\ MW {@ and firive to; procure cricreate of Reputation, of Power, of Dignity. 

We would engroſs to our ſelves all forts of good things 1n higheſt ge- 
ee ; hence enviouſly we become jealous of the Worth and Vertue, we 
orudge and repine at the Proſperity of others; as it they detalked ſome- 
what from our Excellency, or did eclipſe rhe brightnets of our Fortune. 

We dere to be not only full in our Enjoyment, but free and abſolute 
in our Dominion of things ; not only ſecure from needing the Succour 
of other Men, but independant in regard to God's Providence ; hence are 
we fo covetous of Wealth, hence we ſo eagerly ſcrape it, and fo carefully 
hoard 1t up. | 

We can refuſe our dear ſelves no SatisfaRtion, although unreaſonable or 
hurtiul ; theretore we fo readily gratifie ſenſual Appetites in unlawful or 
accilive enjoyments of Pleaſure. | ; 

Being blinded or tranſported with fond dotageon our ſelves, we cannot 
diſcern, or will not regard what 1s due to others; hence are we apt upon 
ocalion to do them wrong. | | 

Love to our ſelves doth in ſuch manner ſuck in and ſwallow our Spirits, 
(oth fo pinch in and contract our Hearts, doth according to its computa- 
ton fo confine and abridge our Intereſts, that we cannot in our AﬀeRtion, 
«in real expreſiion of Kindneſs tend outwards ; that we can afford little 
Good-will, or impart little Good to others. | 

Deeming our ſelves extremely wiſe and worthy of regard, we cannot 
dure to be contradicted in our Opinion, or croſſed in our Humour ; 
won any ſuch occaſion our Choler rifeth, and eaſily we break forth into 
folent Heats of Paſſion. 

from the like Cauſes it is, that we cannot willingly ſtoop to due obei- 
n, Wh fnce of our Superiours, 1n reverence to their Perſons, and obſervance of 
Y, MW iir Law's ; that we cannot contentedly acquieſce in the ſtation or portion 
ts Wilened us by Providence; that we cannot patiently ſupport our Conditi- 
Wo, or accept the Events betalling us. 
uf WT in fine, if ſurveying all the ſeveral kinds of naughty Difpolitions in our 
Y wuls, and of Miſcarriages in our Lives, we do ſcan their particular Na- 
» Wir, and ſearch into their original Cauſes; we ſhall find inordinate Selt- 
es WW vie to be a main Ingredient, and a common Source of them all : ſo that 
xs Wi Divire of great Name had ſome reaſon to afhrm, 
llat Original $12 (or that innate Diſtemper from which 


e1- When generally become fo very prone to Evil, and a- Fuji. de Amilſ 2rar. 4. 2. 
d; While to Good) doth conſiſt in Self-love, diſpoſing us 
7 Wall kinds of irregularity and exceſs: St. Paul therefore might well ſet 
arc is inthe Front of all thoſe Sins, which depraved the Age he fſpake of ; 
thy WW tey having all ſuch a dependence on it. | 

It is therefore very requiſite that we ſhould well underſtand this Fault, 
ole WM tht we may be the better able te curb and corredt it; to which purpoſe I 
_ hall endeavour, by God's help, ſomewhat to declare its Narvure. 


"The Word Self-/ove is ambiguous ; for all Self-love is not culpable ; there 
82 necefary and unavoidable, there is an innocent aud allowable, tiere 
82 worthy and commendable Self-love. | | 
There is a Self-love, originally implanted by God himfelt in our Na- 
ire, in order to the preſervation and enjoyment of our Being; the 


. Y #. . i 
Wich is common to us with all Creatures, and cannot any-wiſe be ex- 


wr nrifheth, and cheriſketh it : Every Man living, by a natural and 
Nnz necetlary 


pared ; for No man ( as St. Paul faith ) ever yet hated his own Fleſh, epi. s. 29. 


Eſt ergo ifta ad peccantdum amore ſui pro- 
penſia, peccatum originale, (4c. Luingl. apad 
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4 &uTos aviIos 


ce 


9. 8. 


Quta tutela 
certiſſima ex 

* proximo eſt, 
ſibi quiſque 
commiſſus eſt, 
Sen. Ep. 121. 


Matt, 16. 26. 


Panis ematur, olus, vint ſextarius 3 adde 
Queis humana ſibi doleat natura negat#. 
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6 3 crencs TESup x4 T9 16. Arift.Eth. ſhould have a ſober regard to our true Good and 


Z . no erm... 
neceſſary inſtinCt , is prompted to guard his Life 
ſhunning all Dangers threatning its deſtruction a 
pourvey for the ſupport and convenience of it $ to 


Hor. Serm. I. 1. 2 | | 7 
| fatisfie thoſe natural Appetites, which Importunately 


crave Relief, and without intolerable pain cannot be denied it ; to re | 

or decline whatever is very grievous and offenſive to Nature ; the Self. 

love that urgeth us to do theſe things, 1s no more to be blamed than ir 
. can be ſhunned. | 


| Reaſon farther alloweth ſuch a Self-love, which moveth us to the 
| purſuance of any thing apparently good, pleaſant. or 
of giaaclo #)* 4 uſeful to us, . the which doth not contain in it any ef. 
TR 7272 19 ſential turpitude or iniquity ; doth not obſtruR the at. 
tainment of ſome true or greater Good ; doth not 
produce ſome over-balancing Miſchief; doth not in- 
fer harm to the World, or wrong to other Men. 

Reaſon diCtateth and preſcribeth to us, that we 


Welfare ; to our belt Intereſt, and ſolid Content ; to 
that, which ( all things being rightly ſtated, conſidered and computed) 
will in the final event prove molt beneficial, and fatisfatory to us: 1 
Self-love working in proſecution of ſuch things common Senſe cannot 
but allow and approve. | 

God himſelf hath to theſe ſuggeſtions of Nature and diCtates of Rez- 
ſon, adjoyned his own ſuffrage, having in various ways declared it to be 
his Will and Pleaſure, that we ſhould tender our real and final Good. He, 
as the Author of Nature, and Fountain of Reaſon, may be ſuppoſed to 
ordain that, unto which Nature doth ſo potently incline, and which Reaſon 
ſo clcarly preſcribeth. He plainly hath to every Man committed him- 
ſelf in charge, ſo as to preſerve his Being from ruine, and to enjoy it 
with comfort. He by making fo rich a proviſion for the ſuſtenance of 
our Lives, and ſatisfaction of our Appetites, by framing our Bodies to reliſh 
Delight, and ſuiting ſo many accommodations in wondrous correſpondence 
to our Senſes, hath ſufficiently intimated it to be his pleaſure, that we 


ſhould in reaſonable meaſure ſeek them and enjoy them ; otherwiſe his 


Care would have been vain, and his Work uſeleſs; yea, he might ſeem to 
have laid an ill Deſign to tempt and enſnare us: he certainly had no ſuch 
intent, but as he made us out of Goodneſs, as he made us capable of. ta- 
ſting Comfort, as he hath furniſhed us with means of attaining it, ſo he 
meaneth that we ſhould partake thereof. | 

He alfo expreſly hath commanded us to love all Men, not excluding 
our ſelves from the number ; to love our Neighbour, and therefore our 
{elves ; who of all are neareſt to our ſelves; who occur as the firit Objects 
of Humanity and Charity ; whoſe Needs we moſt ſenſibly feel; whole: 
Good is in it felt no leſs conſiderable, than the fingle Good of any other 


Perſon; who muſt firſt look to our own Good before we can be capable to 


love others, or do any good to our Neighbour. 

He theretore hath made the love of our ſelves to bethe Rule and Stan- 
dard, the Pattern, the Argument of our 1.ove to others ; impoiing on us 
thoſe great Commands of /oving our neighbeurs as our ſelves, and deing 4s 
we wozld be done unto; which imply not only a Neceſſity, but an Obliga- 
tion or loving our ſelves. : 

He doth enforce Obedience to all his Commands, by promiſing Rewards, 
yielding immenſe Profit and tranſcendant Pleaſure to us; and by threatning 
Puniſhments grievous to our Senſe ; which Proceeding is grounded on a 
uppo- 
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fition that we do and ought greatly to love our ſelves, or to regard 

our own Interelt and Pleaſure. | 
Hedoth recommend Wiſdom or Vertue to us, as moſt agreeable to 
&lf-love ; molt eligible, becauſe it yieldeth great benefit to cur ſelves ; p,gy. 1<. 
tecauſe (as the Wiſe-man faith) he that getteth it, doth love his own ſoul ; 16. rh 
he that keepeth it, ſhall find good. | 

Ariſtotle faith ot a vertuous Man, that he 1s the greateſt ſef-lover ; Ethic. 9. 8. 
Mas 9” av 0 Tolsos avas pGAAor BiAauTos* Simbipe yÞ tauTa) at XANUGE, i, 
Ig AI #249, * 1ackerey exvTe) mo XUPIOTTE, 

He ditiuadeth from Vice, as therefore dcteſtable, becauſe the embracing 
itdoth 1mply hatred of our ſelves, bringing miſchief and damage to us; 
tecauſe (as the Wiſe-man doth expreſs it) he that finneth, wrongeth his own prov. 8. 36. 
ſul; he that deſpiſeth inſtruttion, deſpiſeth his own ſoul ; he that committeth 15:36.29.24. 
ory, hateth his own ſoul. 

He commendeth his Laws to our obſervance, by declaring them in their Deur. 10. 12. 
&(gn and tendency chiefly to regard our good and advantage ; made apt Mic 5:6 
preſerve the ſatety and quiet, to promote the wealth and proſperity of NG FX 4, 
ar.lives; to bring eaſe and comfort to our Minds, grace and ornament to &c- 
qur Names, falvation and happineſs to our Souls. | 

In fine, God chargeth and encourageth us to affe&t and purſue the 
ligheſt Goods whereot we are capable ; moſt ample Rithes, moſt ſublime 
Honours, moſt ſweet Pleaſures, moit complete Felicity ; He ( faith St. rom. 2. 5, 
Pad) will render to them, who by patient continuance in well-doing ſeek for | 
thry, ad honour, and immortality, eternal life; to ſeek ſuch things is the 
lwheſt inſtance, is the ſureſt argument of Selt-love, that can be ; he 
terefore, who obligeth, who encourageth us-thereto, doth plainly ſhew 
Wapprobation of a Self-love. 

So it appeareth, that all Seli-love is not culpable, but that ſome kind 
ercof is very commendable; how then ſhall we diſtinguiſh ; how ſhall 
ſever (to uſe the Prophet's Language) the precious from the vile 2 Jer. I5. 19- 

To this we may anſwer in general, that all Love of ove ſelves, which 
kunreaſonably grounded, or which is exceſlive in its degrees and limits ; 
Ewhich venteth it ſelf in wrong inſtances; or which driveth our Mind, 
Wland:Aﬀections toward bad Obje&ts; or which produceth effects noxi- 
Wsto- our ſelves or others ; is culpable. If we eſteem our ſelves for 
fings not true, . or really for things indifferent or mean, - for things no- 
ule excellent or valuable ; if we atfe& our ſelves beyond compaſs, ſo as 
bpoſtpone the Love of God, or exclude the Love of our Neighbour; if 
ut of regard to our ſelves we do things baſe, or miſchievous ; if thence 
dote upon vain Profits, embrace toul Pleaſures, incur finful Guilt, 
aoſe our ſelves to grievous Danger, Trouble, Remorſe and Puniſhment ; 
Ithereby we are engaged to forſake our true Intereſt, and forfeit our 
al Happinets; then aijuredly it is a fooliſh and vicious Self-love; it is 

&d not a proper, but a falſe and equivocal Love, uſurping that'goodly 
ke; it is a real Hatred, or Enmity diſguiſed under the ſemblance of 
endihip; it more properly may be called Cruelty, Treachery, Flattery, 
lockery, Deluſion, - and Abuſe of our ſelves. | 

But for a more diitinat and clear reſolution of the Cafe, we may do 
Rl to conſider the proper As of Love, which doconſtitute it, or inſe- 
Wbly do adhere thereto; ſuch as theſe, a good eltcem of the Perſon, 
ch is the Obje of our Love; an carneſt Good-will toward him, or'de- 
tot his Good; a complaiſance in Good, and dillatistaCtion in Evil arri- 
Wg to him ; a readineſs to yield, or procure Good to him; a deſire of 

| Union 
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Union and Enjoyment, that is, of intimate converſation and entercourſ; 
with him, a deference of regard to -him, a complyance with his Deſis 
and care to pleaſe him. Now 1t theſe Acts toward our ſelves are in their 
kind, in their grounds, in their meaſures conformable to Reaſon, Piety and 
Juſtice, then is our Selt-love innocent or worthy : it they are not ſo, it js 
criminal and vicious. | 

If we do rightly eſteem our ſelves (both abſolutely, and in compari. 
ſon to others ;) it we defire to our. ſelves what is fit and juſt.; if we aj 
pleaſed with true Goods, and diſpleaſed at real Evils incident to us ; if we 
do in lawful ways endeavour to procure things truly convenient, and 
beneficial to us; if we maintain a faithful and cheartul Correſpondence 
with our ſelves; if we have a ſober regard to our ſelves agreeable to our 
Nature and State ; if we comply with the.Dictates of our Reaſon, and fq 
tisfie our Deſires conforming thereto ; then do we love our ſelves inno- 
cently, then are we true Friends to our ſelves. | 

But if we over-value our ſelves ; if we do wiſh to our ſelves things in- 
commodious or hurtful, it we are delighted or diſſatisfied in falſe Shows 
of Good or Evil befalling us; if we firive to acquire tor our ſelves things 
bad or miſchievous ; if our converſe with our ſelves is naughty or vain; if 
we make indecent Applications to our ſelves; if we ſtoop to our fond Hy. 
mours, or ſooth our unreaſonable defires ; then is our Seli-love ſpurious.; 
then are we indeed Enemies to our ſelves. | 

Farther, toward an exact diſcuſſion and trial of this caſe, we ſhould 
do well, deveſting our ſelves of Seltiſhneſs, to conſider our ſelves, as other 
Perſons, or abſtractedly as mere Objeas of thoſe As which Love doth 
imply ; for what reitude, or what obliquity there would be in themin 
regard to any Object, the ſame would be in reference to our ſelves. | For 
in{tance, | | 

If we ſhould value any Perſon juilly according to his real Worth, al- 
lowing a juſt rate to his Vertue, to his Parts, to his Endowments, to his 
Advantages of Nature or Fortune ; not aſcribing to him things which be 
long not to him, nor over-prizing thoſe he hath, nor preterring him in 
any reſpect before thoſe which are his Superiours or Equals therein; we 
{hall herein do wiſely and juſtly ; but if (having our Judgment any-wiſe 
perverted) we do admire a Perſon beyond his worth, and advance him a- 
bove his Rank ; if we overlook his apparent Detects and Blemiſhes, or take 
them for Excellencies, and yield them applauſe; what is this but folly and 
dotage, tempered. with iniquity ? and it it be ſuch in regard to another, it 
is no leſs ſuch in reſpect to our ſelves, 

If to any Perſon we ſhould wiſh things ſuitableg commodious, and ad- 
vantageous, by obtaining which, he, without any wrong or prejudice to 
others, might be conſiderably benefitted, we ſhall herein a&t humanely, 
and like good Friends; but if we deſire things to him, which do not be- 
come or befit him 5 which will do him miſchief, or which he cannot haye 
without injury and damage to others, are we not herein notoriouſly un- 
kind or unjuſt? the Caſe is the ſame transferred to our ſelves. 

If we ſhould obſerve any Man by Occurrences happening to him well 
improved in his condition, thriving in an honeſt way, proſperous in 
good Undertakings, growing in worthy accompliſhments of Soul, to find 
ſatisfaction therein would be greatly laudable; and ſo it would' be to 
condole, if we ſhould fee any Man to fall into. any grievous Difalter or 
Calamity ; but ſhould we behold a Man (although in talſe appearancebet- W: 
tered, yet really) prejudiced and endamaged (as when one is enriched 
by cozenage or rapine, is advanced by flattery or ſycophantry, 1s oy 

or 
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' for baſe or vain Exploits, is immerfed into-Care: and Trouble, is expoſed 
40 Danger and Temptationy-4s fallen-into the Enchi 
| ze we not, if weitake pleaſure therein, very fly,-or very cruel > and 
if we ſhould obſerve: good-Phyfick adminiſtred to: a; fick' Neighbour, or 
that, he is engaged in'painful-Exetciſe for his Health;-ſhould-it not be ab- 
furd for us to be ſorry thereat * for the fame Reaſons we are blameable, if 
\yedo rejoyce when that we proſper im bad Courſes, or enjoy ſinful 
Pleaſures, or fallinto dangerous /Femptations; if we diſtaſte the wholſom 


gaſes of Duty by God preſcribed to us. \'s | 

If we do yield our Advice and: Aid to our Neighbour, in. furtherance 
of any Deſign, which is honeſt and beneficial to him, we then unqueſti- 
 onably do well ; but if we do abet or encourage him in unjuſt or- miſ- 
chievous Enterprizes ; if we render our ſelves Pandars to his unlawful 
Deſires, Factours for his unjuſt Profits, Complices of his wicked Practices, 
Advocates of his Sins, is this true Love, is this faithful Friendſhip ? no 
rely ; nor is it ſuch toward our ſelves, when we employ our Faculties 
pcontrivance or atchievement of any unlawful Deſigns, however fatis- 
Kory to our Deſires. Bs 

*F we ſhould indifferently (without regard to the Laws of 'Piety, Ju- 
ice, Humanity, or Decency) eſpoule the Intereſts of any Perſon, fo that 
for the promoting his Deſigns, advancing his Profit, gratifying his Hu- 
nour or Pleaſure, we ſhould violate the Commands ot God, we ſhould 
wget the publick Good ,, we ſhould 'work injury or miſchief to our 
Nghbour, would this Dealing be allowable; neither would it be fo, if 
for = own ſake, in regard to our private Intereſt we ſhould thus behave 
r (uf 1ELVES. 

2, If we do afte to hold free, ſincere, chearful, kind Converſation 
with any Perſon for mutual inſtruction and comfort, this is ſociable and 
fendly ; but if we maintain frothy, foul, malicious, any-wiſe peſtilent 
ſiſcourſe, apt to corrupt, or to annoy him,i'this is loathſom ; and ſo it is, 
t we keep ſuch entercpurſe. with our ſelves, harbouring vain, impure, un- 
jt, uncharitable Thoughts 4n our Minds, |. © © © 
Af, we thould defer regard to- any 'Man, -anſwerable to. his worth, we 
ogld thereby praQtiſe accorging. to the gonad [Rules of Humanity ; but 

d we ſo affte@ or fanſieany Man that .we ſhould, 'care for no. Man 
0, ſhould pay no due Reſpet, or perform any Office of .Kindneſs ather- 
Were ; ſhould take no Man's, Word, or mind any Man's Opinion beſide, 
wr care to converſe with any other ; would this be Love 2 would it not 


d- WMWridiculous Fondneſs 2 it is no leſs, if in regard to. puy ſelves, we are ſo 
to MWinroſe, ſurly, or negleful, Og St ol on ot apr ed 
ly, WM | we ſhould comply with any Mans reaſonable Deſire, this. were fair 
Xe- 


ud courteous; if we ſhould contide in the probable aſliſtance of any Per- 
kn, this were modeſt Prudence ; but if we ſhould entirely .conform. our 
InQice to the Will or Humour of another, againſt the diftates of our own 
kexfon, and to the harm of our ſelves or others ; would this be Love, wayld 


vell Woot rather be vile and pitiful ſlavery 2 If we ſhould without any ground, 
in Wragainſt plain Reaſonrelie upon the help or direCtiag of another, would 
ind Wlitbe Love, would it not rather be wild Preſumption ? the ſame therefore 
to Witmuſt be in us, if we in like manner are deyoted to. our own Will, or 

r or Wlident-in our own Ability, Ts SY Hts 
- W.|f we ſhould commend any Man for good Qualities or good Deeds, this 


bneſt; if we ſhould encourage him 10,good Undertglangs, this is cha- 
Mtghle ; but to applaud his DefeRts, to bolſter him in ll NISCCS, Hs is 
"* attery 


ritments of Pleaſure) - 


_ of Adverſity diſpenſed by Providence, -or diſlike the needful Exer- . 
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Flattery and Treachery ;and in fo doing towards others, we are not Friends 
to our ſelves, but Traitours and Paraſites. - $E-Þ 

By ſuch Reflexions and Compariſons we may, I think, competently 
underſtarid the Nature of that Baſtard-ſelf-love, which is fo vicious in +. 
ſelf, and produQtive of ſo many Vices : But more fully to diſplay, and 
withal to diſſuade us from this Vice, 1 ſhall particularly inſiſt upon'the 
common ſorts thereof, ſhewing the peculiar - Unreaſonableneſs of each, 
and the Miſchiefs conſequent from it : they are indeed: uſually combined 
and complicated in Practice ; and have much Afrnity both in their 'Ng- 
ture and Fruit ; but I ſhall as well as I can abſtract them one from the. 6. 
ther, and fo treat on them diſtinly ; they are thele, Se/f-conceity Self. 
confidence, Self-complacence, Self-mill, Self-intereſt. Theſe I 1hall handle in 
the following Diſcourſes. | | AD 
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2 T-1M. Il-2, 
For Men ſhull-be lovers of themſelves, 8c. 


:. THE firſt and moſt radical kind of vicious Self-Love is Self-conceit- 


edneſs ; that which St. Paul calleth wv «2>epppoarev, to overyeen, 
or to think highly of ones ſelf beyond what he ought to think, "This doth con- 
_ Gt inſeveral Acts or Inſtances. 2247 "Dt 


Sometimes we in our Imagination aſſume to our ſelves Perfe&ions not | 


belonging to us in kind or in degree ; we take our felves to be other 
Men than we are; to be wiſe, to be good, to be happy when'weart 
notfo, atleaſt, to be far wiſer, better and happier ' than we are: The 
Pleaſure naturally ſpringing from a good Opinion of our ſelyes'doth” often 


fo blind our Eyes, and pervert our Judgment that we ſee in us* what is 


not there, or ſee it magnified or transformed into another Shape thai 
its own; any Appearance doth ſuffice to produce ſuch Miſtakes,”-ahd- 
ving once entertained them, we are unwilling to depoſe them; we cat 
not endure by ſevere Reflexion on our ſelves to correct fuch' pleaſant Ft 
rours; hence commonly we preſume our ſelves to be very con[iderible; 
very excellent, very extraordinary Perſons, when in truth we 'afe very 
mean and worthleſs ; fo did St. Pau! ſuppoſe when he ſaid, If a man hint 
hiniſelf to be ſomething when he is nothing, he deceiveth himſelf; ſuch--was 
the Caſe of that Church in the Apocalypſe ; Thou ſayeſt I am rich and 
creaſed in goods, and have need of nothing ;- and knoweſt not that thou art 


wretched and miſerable; they were like Men in a Dream, or in 4 Wn | 
| who 
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who take themſelves for great and wealthy Perſons, when indeed they 
arena ſorry and beggarly Condition ; into the like extravagancies. of 
Miſtake we are all likely to fall, if we do not very carefully. and inipar- 
tally examine and fludy our ſelves, | ie BEE2059S] 
Again, ſometimes we make vain judgments upon the-things we do ; 
poſſels, prizing them much beyond their true Worth andMefit'; conle- 
ently overvaluing our felves for them ; the* moſt triviat "and pitiful 
ings ( things which in themſelves have no worth, but are'meer Tools, 
and commonly ſerve bad Purpoſes; things which do not render” our 
Suls any-wiſe better, which do' not breed any real Content; which do 
got.conduce to our Weltare and Happineſs) we value at a monſtrous rate, 
if they were the' moſt excellent and admirable things in/ the World: 
Biye we Wit? how witleſs are we 1n prizing/ it, or our ſelves for 'it'; al- 
tovgh we employ 'it-to no good end, not ſerving God,-not benefiting 
Wen, not furthering our own Good, or any-wiſe bettering our Condition 
wh+it-;: alrhough we no otherwife uſe it; than vainly - to: pleaſe our - 
fyes or others, that is; to at the part of Fools or Buffoons. | Have we 
karning or Knowledge 2. then are.we rare Perſons ; not confidering that ** 
many. 2 bad; many a wretched Perfon hath: had much more. than we, - : 
yho hath uſed it to the abuſe of others, to the torment of himſelf ; that 
k-may be: full of: learned Scribes, and ſubtile Diſputers, of eloquent . 
Ontors and profound Philoſophers ; 'who when they knew God, they glorified Rom. 1. 21. 
him not as God, neither. were thankful, but became, vain in their Imagina» - tot oor 
tins, aud their fooliſh: Heart was darkned, not conſidering alſo how very mn tradere 
&e@tive our Knowledge is, how mixt with Error and Darkneſs ; how -——<g 
thlefs and vain, yea how pernicious it is, if not ſanRified. by God's © 1%: 
(a&; and managed:to his Service. Have we Riches? then are we brave 
Wen,” as fine and glorious in our Conceit as in our outward- attire ; ' als 
tough the verieſt Fools, the baſeſt and moſt-miſerable of Men, that go 
whe Ground, do exceed us therein ; although  DIGE :T0H OW. : 
Ariſtotle faith) Moſt either nat uſe it, or abuſe ., Ar 5 21d ohh 5 agSrrerTy m 
8 +Although our Wealth affordeth us no real EI 1” apud Plat. 4 
knefit or Comfort, but expoſeth us to- numberleſs 
-% Temptations, and 'Miſchiefs ; although it hath no ſtability, but . 
ally-m2y be taken from us. Have we Reputation 2: how doth that. 
whesus highly to repute our ſelves in a flaviſh imitation of orhiers 2. 
{.nothing is leſs ſubſtantial, nothing is leſs felt, nothing is fo eaſily 
lil, nothing is more. brittle and flippery than it ; a Bubble. is not ſooner 


& Minken, or a Wave ſunk, than.is the Opinion of Men altered concerning 
tf Ws: Have we Power? what doth more raiſe- our Minds ? 'yet what is 
he {Witt commonly but a dangerous Inſtrument of Miſchief to others, and 


CRtine to our ſelves; at leaſt an engagement to Care and Trouble 2 
but that did render Caligula, Nero, and Domitian ſo hurtful to'o- 


ah Mi, ſo-unhappy themſelves? what but that hath filled the: World with 

ha- {Wikklters, and turned all Hiſtoryinto Tragedy 2 Have we proſperous Succeſs 

a {Wor Aﬀairs? then we boaſt and triumph in our Hearts ; not remembring 

F- Wilt the 1//e-man faith, The proſperity of Fools deſtroyer them ; and that proy. x. 32. 
16; MWiperience ſheweth, Proſperity doth either uſually | 

ery {Mor make us Fools; that the wiſeſt Men (as So- Rerns enim firms ſenſuy communis in illa 
bink Wn). the beſt Men (as Hezekiab) have been be- © Jay. Sar. 8. 

way ioled by it : Thus are-we apt tO overvalue our things, 2 Chrqn. 32.25. 

/ ph Wour ſelves for them. 77 
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that we misbehave our ſelves toward our ſelves treating our ſelves, like 
ſhould have like Opinions, and yield anſwerable.deterences to us; and are 
diſregard others, demeaning our ſelves inſolently and faſtuouſly toward 


.- can hold of Wiſe-men, .or of thoſe who take themſelves to be ſuchy not 
, only abſolutely, but comparatively,1n :derogation- and preference to all 


ye are the People, aud Wiſdom ſhall die with you'; do we not fancy our 


not wonder that any Man ſhould preſame- to diſſent. from us?" Mult any 
Man's Voice be heard, when we ſpeak 2 Do we not- ſuppoſe that our Av 


There is no way indeed, wherein we do not thus impoſe upon. onr 
ſelves, either aſſuming falſe, or miſrating true Advantages ; the gen 
ill conſequences of which Miſdemeanor are, that our Minds are ſkuft with 
Dreams and phantaſtick Imaginations, inſtead of wiſe and ſober Thoughye . 
other Men than we are, with unſeemly regard; that we expedt other Men 
if we find it-otherwiſe, grievouſly offended ; that we are apt to deſpiſe. o: 


them; that- we are apt to ſeek and undertake things, which we Cannot 
attain: or atchieye ; that we negle&t the Succours needful to help, -orcom. 
fort us, and the like ; which will appear more plainly, by conſidering the 
ſeveral Objects or Matters, in which ſelf-conceit is exerciſed : they are eſpe 

cially. three ; Iite/eftual Endowments ; moral Qualities ; advantages of bud 
fortune: and outward State. FE I21 L 4 
1. We are apt to conceitt highly of our ſelves, upon preſumption of ovr 
zmntelleftgal Endowments or Capacities, whether: »atural, (as Witz fin 
Memory, Judgment ) or acquired (as Learning, Skill; Experience) ef 
of that whichs called Wiſdom, which'in a manner comprehendeth theyeſ}, 
and manageth them ; whereby we. rightly diſcern what is true, and what 
is fit to:be done in any caſe propoſed : This we are —_ in great meaſiire 
to arrogate, and much to:pride our ſelves therein : The World is fullas jt 


others : May it not be ſaid to us, as Job. did to. his Friends, No doubt but 


ſelves incomparably wile, 'ſo that all our Imaginations:are deepiand/ſub- 
tile, all our Reſolutions found and ſafe,” all our Opinions irrefragably eet- 
tain ; all our Sayings like ſo many Oracles, or indubitable Maximg?'Dd 


we not expeC that every Man's Judgment ſhould ſtoop to ours? Do we 


thority doth add huge weight to our words, that 'tis unqueſtionably'true 
becauſe we fay.it ; that it is/preſumption, 'tis temerity, *tis rudenel(shatd- 
ly pardonable to conteſt our Dictates? this is a common practice; and that 
which is often prohibited and blamed. in Scripture ; Be not wiſe in'thint 
own Eyes, ſaith the Wiſeman ; And, Be not wiſe in your own Conceits;'i(aith 
the Apoſtle : And, I ſay, through the Grace given unto me, to every Mat 
that is among | you, not to think of himſelf: more highly than he ought #63, 
” to think: ſoberly, according, as God hath dealt to. every Man the meaſurt 
of Faith. | IO 3, 24 
- The great reaſonableneſs of which Precepts will appear, by cole 
both the abſurdity ard the inconveniences of the Practice which they forbid. . 
_:If we do reflect either upon the common nature of Men, or upon'out 
own*Conttitution, we cannot but find our conceits of our Wiſdom very 
abſurd : For how can we take our ſelves for wiſe, if we obſerve the great 
blindneſs of our Mind, and feebleneſs of humane Reaſon, by many paF 
pable Arguments diſcovering it ſelf > If we mark how painful thedearen 
and how difficult the comprehenſion is of any truth ; how hardly the 
moſt ſagacious can deſcry any thing, how eaſily the moſt judicious Me 
ſake ; how the moſt learned everlaitingly Diſpute, and the wiſeſt irrecon» 
cilably Claſh about Matters ſeeming moſt familiar and facile ; how oftef 
the moſt wary and ſteady do ſhift their Opinions ; how the wiſer a Man 


is, and the more Experience he gaineth, the leſs confideat he is in (us 
| own 
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a5 Judgment, and the more ſenſible he groweth of , gu. poten rem hum 
bs Weakneſs ;. how.dim the Si ht is of the moſt per-. divinarimgue comprebenderis, ingenti copil 
| ſpicacious, and how ſhallow. the Cqnceptions of the ng ge a MJcEneris farigaber®s- 
moſt profound ; how narrow is the Zorizon. of our OE. 
Knowledge, and how immenſely the region of our Ignorance is diſtended ; 

how imperfeRtly and uncertainly we know thoſe few things, to. which 

our Knowledge reacheth ; how anſwerably to ſuch Experience we are told '' + | 
in ſacred Writ, that Every Man is brutiſh in his K nowledge ; that the Lord 1 = Sk 
"howeth the day 2 6tcd Man, that they are Vanity ; that Vain Man would be x Cor. 3. 20. 
ſe, though he be born like an Aſſes Colt (that is, he is naturally wild and fob he 3h s 
ſtipid) that Wiſdom is hid from the Eyes of all Men, and is not found in the gay. q,1q4 | 
Jand of the Living ; that The Thoughts of mortal men are miſerable, and our 

Devices uncertain ; if we, I fay, do conſider ſuch things, how can we but 

{ad it firange, that any Man ſhould admire his own Wiſdom, ſeeing that 

tethereby doth exempt himſelf from the common adjund of his Nature, 

ind torgetteth himſelf togbe a Man. | gs | 

"F allo a Man particularly refecteth on himſelf, the ſame practice muſt 

jeeds appear very fooliſh ; for that every Man thence may diſcover in 

mſelf peculiar impediments of Wiſdom ; every Man in his complexion 

nd in his condition, may find thirigs apt to pervert his Judgment, and ob- 

{rd his acquiſition of true Knowledge : Is his Temper fanguine 2? thence 

keometh le quick, raſh, credulous, confident, and peremptory, flippery 

40d fickle : Is it phlegmatick 2 thence is he flow and heavy, diffident, 
Ftinacious, and ſtiff in his Conceits: His Mind is either ſoft and limber, fo 

welly to receive the impreſſions of Falſhood ſpeciouſly repreſented; or 

lard and tough, ſo that he cannot readily admit inſtruction: in. Truth, or, 

wredtion of Error. His Wealth diſtraQteth, or his Poverty diſturbeth his | 

Thoughts; Proſperity ſwelleth his Mind up into vain Preſumptions and Sa- 
bactions ; or Adverſity ſinketh it down into unreaſonable deſponden--. 
& and diſlikes of things ; Plenty breedeth Sloth, Want createth Trouble, 
mipoſing him tothink well ; Eaſe doth ruſt his Parts, and Buſineſs wear-, 
them out ; Inclination, Intereſt, Company, Prejudice do forcibly ſway. 
5 Apprehenfions ; ſo that no Man can get himſelf into, or keep himſelf 
Wady-in a perfect Balance, requiſite for exat Judgment of things ; no, 
Man therefore can obtain.a degree of Wiſdom, whereof he may with apy. 

ſon be conceited ; the wiſeit Men ſurely upon ſuch Experience have 
Wn little fatisfedwith their ſhare; Szrely (faith one.) I am more brutiſh Prov. 3. 2. 
Way ary man, and I have not the underſtanding, of a man ©, and, So faoliſh Vial. 53. 224 
(kd another.) was 7 and ignorant, I was as a beaſt before thee : This Con-, 42.6 
Wedneſs therefore is very abſurd, and an argument of notable Ignorance 

a9 Folly ; neither 1s there perhaps any more plain inſtance or demon-, 
Intion of general Folly reigning among Men, than this, that commonly we ©: 
to blind and ſtupid as not to diſcern and reſerit our'own Folly; f azy 1 Cor. 8.2: 
mr (faith St. Paul) thinketh that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth not any. 

tag yer as he ought. to know : that is; If any Man conceiteth himſelf tobe 
miderably wiſe or intelligent, 'tis a plain ſign, that he is very. ignorarit; 
Wunderſtandeth little to any: purpoſe: 1 Hh vs 6c Hotk 
"0 it is 3f we. conſider our ſelves ſingly ; and it is more: ſo,” in compa-.. 
Wn to others; for what ground. can a Man have of arrogating to himſelf 
Ieuliarity of Wiſdom or Judgment ? to' deent himſelf extraordinary un. 

W, to which there: are. no#other than ordinary means of arriving £0. 

Ucy himſelf wiſer,than any other, when as ( -ſecluding accidental Diffe- 
Mces, that cannot. be accompted for) all Men have the fame: Parts #yd * 
ulties of Soul, the ſame means and opportunities of irftprovenient the... ' 
; T Oo 2 \atye 
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zech. 14.7. ſame right and liberty of judging about things 2 did not he, who formeth. 


the ſpirit of man within him, put into every Man that' heavenly mark. 
whereby we diſcern and judge of things? ' Is not every Man concer- 
ned in that ſaying of Elihu ; there is a Spirit in men, and the inſpiration 
of the Almighty giveth them underſtanding 2 Do not the fountains of know. 
ledge (natural Delight, divine Revelation, humane Inſtruction, continual 
Experience) ſtand open to all; and are no leſs common to Men, than is 
the Air they breathe, and the Sun, which equally ſhineth on them all; 
is God, the donor of Wiſdom, partial in the diſtribution of it ;g{oth not © 
that Overture reach indifferently to all, If any man lack Wiſdom, let him 


Ev Coors, 
Job 32. 8. 


Jam. 1. 5- 


ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, -—and it ſhall be given hims ; 


may not others be as Inquiſitive, as Induſtrious, as Sincere as we in the. 
ſearch of Truth, why not then as ſucceſsful in finding it? Is there any 
private Chink, through which Light ſhineth only upon us, or Truth may 
be efpied 2 ls there any cunning by-path, in which we alone, with more ex- 


pedition and ſecurity than others, in the commorFRoads, can travel on to- 


ward Knowledge? What Patents have we to ſhew for monopoly of Reaſonz 
What right have we to engrolſs any Knowledge? Who hath granted us a 
privilege of ſure Judgment, or an exemption from Error? How can we 
in trial of Things claim more than a ſingle Vote 2? or, Why ſhould our word, | 
have more weight than any other 2 May not any Man, with as mueh req- .* 
ſon, prefer his Judgment before qurs, as we before his ; and if we blame 
him for it, do we not thereby condemn our ſelves for doing the likez if 
we do know: but the ſame Things, or frame the ſame Judgments.with 
others, how can we be conceitgd of that which is promiſcuous; if we. 
pretend to abſtruſe Notions, or hold forth Paradoxes, how can that be 
ground of boaſting, ſeeing the Cauſe (tandeth conteſted by Authority, no 
leſs than our own, and that it is vain to triumph over [the Opinions 0 . 
others before we have conquered them ? why in ſuch caſes is it not reafon-. 
able to preſume that among the many Diſſenters from us, there are ſome. 
who have as much ſenſe as we, and who have weighed the Matter with 
 __ 'no-leſs Care, no leſs Indifferency ? In fine, may! not any Man with good. 
Job 15. 8. 


know not?: what underſtandeſt thou tvhich is not in us ? 


"Such conceitedneſs therefore is very abſurd ; and it is no leſs hurtful; 
for many great-Inconveniences, many fad Miſchiefs ſpring from it, fych 
as 'gave the Prophet cauſe to denounce, Wo unto them that are wiſe in their 
own Eyes, and prudent in their own conceit : It hath many ways bad influ- 
ence on our Souls, 'and on our Lives; it is often our caſe, which was the 
caſe of Babylon, when the' Prophet faid of it, Thy Wiſdom and thy Know-. 
ledge hath perverted thee ; for thou haſt ſaid in thy Heart, I am, and none 
elſe befide me, ' © | | 


It'is a great bar to the getting Wiſdom, to the receiving inſtrution 


Iſa. $« 2. 
Iſa. 47. 10, 


Hec eſt homi- 
nis vera ſapi- 
ent1a tmper- 


feFum eſſe ſe 


: datitly Knowing, or incomparably Wiſe, will not care to learn, will ſcorn 
noſſe, Hier, 


— be taught ; he thence | becometh more incapable of Wiſdom, than a 
r.5. Meer Idiot ; ſo did Solomon obſerve, Seeſt thou, ſaid he, a man wiſe. in his 
Prov. 20+ 12. 099 Conceir 2 there 15 more hope of 'a Fool than of him ; of a Fool that is ſen- 
ſible of his own Ignorance; there may, be hope, that he may by Inſtructi- 
: on become Wiſe; but he that taketh himſelf to want. 


Puto multos | potui e ad ſapientiam ; Fe :10- jc in'4 de. 
pervenire, niſs yr a ſe perveniſſe, 19 Inſtruion, or to'be above Learning, 1s 1020, 


Sen. de trang, an. 1. * ſperate condition. 


It 


cauſe, propound to us that expoltulation in Job: FZaft thou heard the ſecret | 
of God, and doſt thou reſtrain Wiſdom to thy ſelf 2 what knoweſt thou that we  , 


uy; right information about things ; for he that taketh himſelt to be abun- , 
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Em XX1X. Of Self-Concet. 
It rendreth Men'in doubtful or difficult Caſes, unwilling to ſeek, and un- 

&t to take Advice; he will nqg care for, or admit any Counſellor but him-. 

BF; hence he undertaketh and eaſily is deceived,” and incurreth difap- 

' pointment,"damage, Kfaſters in his Aﬀairs. As it is moſt incident to weak, 

conſiderate, lazy Perſons, who have not a Capacity, will not yield at- 

tention, or take pains to get right notions of Things, ſo it doth ſmother 

of Induſtry, Conſideration, and Circumſpection ; for ſuch Perſons think 

they need no labour in ſearching Truth, no care in weighing Arguments, 

jo diligence in obſerving Things ; they can eaſily, at firſt ſight, deſcry 

4, and-penetrate to. the bottom of Things ; they have at ealic rates the 

deafure of fancying themſelves wiſe ; why ſhould they ſpend farther pains 

to diſpoſſeſs themſelves of that pleaſure, or to introduce another leſs fatiſ- | 

ktory ? thus i the Sluggard ( as Solomon ſaith ) wiſer in his own conceit, Prov. 28. x6. 

than ſeven men that can render a reaſon. 

It rendreth us very raſh and precipitant in judging ; for the firſt 

hews of Things, or the moſt ſlender Arguments, which offer themſelves, 

ting magnified, and aggravated: from Opinion concerning our ſelves, 

"7h our Judgment, and draw forth a ſudden reſolution from us ; it 

5 we preſently ſuppoſe, be very reaſonable, becauſe it ſeemeth reaf6- 

nable tO Us. | | | 

Hence alſo. we perſiſt, obſtinate and incorrigible in Error ; for what 

Reaſon can be efficacious to reclaim him, whoſe Opinion is the: greater 

Reaſon'? What Argument can' be ponderous'enough to outweigh his Au- 

thrity 2 How can he ( the Man of Wiſdom, the perſpicacious and pro- 

ſnd Perſon ) yield that he hath erred? How can he part with:the- fa- 


action of being always in the right,” or endure the aftrong of being/any 


ime-baffled ? es | SALLY! -) SN07 7 
*&rendreth Men peeviſh and moroſe, ſo as to bear no body that diſſent- 

from them, nor to like any thing which doth not hit their Fancy , 

weroſs their Opinion and Humour, is to derogate from their Wiſdom ; 

nd being in their apprehenſion ſo injured, they find cauſe to be angry. - 

vt rendreth them inſolent and imperious' in Converſation, ſo as to di- 

Ute, and impoſe their Conceits upon others. He that. is conceited'of his 

wn Wiſdom, will imagine, that upon -that advantage he hath a right-to 

felcribe, others an Obligation to ſubmit ; eo zp/o he becometh a common 

Maſter and Judge ; and they are culpable, who will not yield him a credu- 

IisEar, who will not ſtand to his deciſion. . ZTOGH! "es 2 

Hence alſo do Men become fo carping and cenſorious ;: for if any Man's 

Words do not jump with their Notions, if any Man's'ACtions be not con- 

Wmable to their Rules, they ſtraightway riſe up'to condernn them of 

ly, of Faultineſs. bs  3142>"159 

:Yea, hence Men become intolerably pragmatical; for they conceitthem- 
Wies-better to know another's Concernment than he himſelf doth-and fo 
Wintrude his Advice, will be angry if his Advice be not followed. . ©. 

*To ſuch Inconveniences and  Iniquities'this ill-diſpoſition - expoſeth- us, 

to many others ; for it is indeed that in effet, which the Holy Seri- 
Mterepreſenteth as the ſource of all impious and wicked Courſes; to which 

betray themſelves, while taking themſelves to be wiſe, they 'do itifly . 

Were to their own Imaginations and Devices, although contrary! to the 
Mcriptions of divine Wiſdom, to the diCtates of common Reaſon; tothe 
Wonitions of ſober and good Men : We: will ( ſay they in the Prophet) Jer. 13, 1c: 
rt after our own Devices, and'we will every one 4 the *imagination'vaf ns Ph ; 
WiHeart; and, I have ſpread-out my hands:all the: day unto a rebellious EE 
Ble® Which walketh in a way that 1s not" good, after their own as jb 

W | An : 
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Deur. 28. 18. And, If be bleſſetÞ himſelf, ſaying, I ſhail have peace, though I walk. inthe 
Pſal. £1. 12, imagination of my Heart : and. $0 7 gave them unto their own Flearts Liſts | 
ry 39131* anel they walked in tht}r own Counſels : Thele are deſcriptions-of bad Men, 
0 * implying Self-conceit to be the root of their Impicty. | 22? 
2. Again, we are apt to conceit highly and vainly of our moral Qual. 
ties and Performances; taking our ſelves igr Perſons tarely good, perfe 
and blameleſs; apprehending no deteQts in our Souls, or miſcarriagey jn 
our Lives, although indeed we are as full of blemiſhes, we are as gulty of 
Prov. 30-12. Faults as others; There 4 (faith the Wiſeman) a Generation that are vure ;x 
their own Eyes, and yet is not waſhed from their filthineſs;; to this Generatign 
we belong if we admire our Vertues, if we juſtifie our Lives, if (as'it ig 
faid of the Phariſee,) we truſt in our ſebves, that we are. Righteous. F108 
\'This practice doth include great Folly, and it produceth. great Mif _ 
chiefs. | FIR 
\ ?Tis very fooliſh ; and argueth the greateſt Ignorance that can be; for 
ſuch is the ImperfeRtion, the Impotency, the Impurity of all Men, -evej 
of  the,wiſeſt and beſt Men (diſcernable ro them who jearch their Hearts 
and try their ways, ſtrictly comparing them to the rules of Duty,-God'y 
Laws, and the dictates of Reaſon ) that no Man can have reaſon to be ſatif. 
fied in himſelf, or in his Doings : Every Man looking into himſelf, ſhalt 
find his Mind ſo'peſtered with vain and filthy Thoughts; his Will fo-per- 
verſe, fo froward, fo weak, ſo unſteady ; his Deſires fo fond and nnwar: 
rantable ; his Paſſions ſo diſorderly and ungovernable ; his Aﬀections { 
miſplaced, or at leaſt ſo cold, and dull in regatd to their right Obje&s; ts 
Reſolutions toward Good fo weak and ſlack ; his Intentions fo corrapt;”er 
mixt with oblique regards; 'he that obſerveth his Actions, ſhall in thebeſt 
of them (as to the Principles whence they riſe, as to the ends theydrive 
at; as; to the mariner of their performance)) find ſo many great detailances; 
that he will ſee cauſe rather to-abhor than admire himſelf lp 
|. Who, let me ask, doth love God with all his Soul, ſo as to place'in'him 
his. total- Content "and Delight, ſoas to do all things out of love to him; 
with a regard to his Honour and Service ? ſo as to be willing and:glad'to 
part with all things for his ſake? Who hath that conſtant and lively fenſ 
of God's Benefits and Mercies. that he ſhould have ? Who hath a perie&r 
ſignation of Wl to his Pleaſure, fo as to_be diſpleaſed with no event ds 
ſpenſed by his Hand? Who hath ſuch a vigour of Faith and Confidence in 
him, as will ſupport him in all Wants, in all Diftreſles, in all Temptations, 
ſo as never to be difquieted, -or diſcouraged by them, ſo as to caft-on Gd 
(as he.its commanded) all the cares of his Soul, and burthens of his Life? 
who conſtantly maintaineth a fervour of Spirit, a ſteadineſs of Reſolution, 
a clear and calm frame of Soul, an abſtractedneſs of Mind from worlaly 
Defires; and-Delights? Who: continvally is fervent and undiſtracted in{his 
Devotion? Who with an unwearied and inceſſant diligence doth watel 
- over his Thoughts -Whodotl-entirely command his Paſſions, and bridle 
his Appetites ?- Who doth exactly. govern his Tongue 2 Who is perpetually 
circumſpe& over his Actions ? 'Who loveth his Netghbour as himfel!, ſeeks 
ing his good, and delighting therein as in his own ; being ſorry for his 
Adverſities, as if they had betallen himſelf > Who feeleth that contrition of 
Spirit, that Shame, [that remorſe for his Sins, or that deteſtation of them 
which they deſerve? Who is duly ſenſible of his own unworthineſs? very 
few of. us ſurely, if; we examine our Conſciences; can anſwer, that we ate 
they, who perform theſe Dutics ;- and if not, where is any: ground of fell 
conceit? how much cauſe rather is there of dejection, of dilpleaſure, of.dt- 
ſpicing and deteſting our felves2- Heck ow 4 
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Y Seem. XXIX. Of Self Unceit, | =-74 


There have indeed been Secs of Men (ſuch as the Novatians, and the 7h* Dmarift 
Bl 7elagians) who have pretended to PerfeCtion- and Purity ; but theſe Men jy pred 
one would think did never read the Scripture, did never conſult Experi- ram fic datis, 
'2aſe, did never refle& on their Minds,' did 'never compare their PraCtice vr roger | 
with their Duty; had no Conſcience at all, or a very blind and ſtupid one. peccatum, Ge. 
Who can ſay, "1 have made' my: Heart clean, I am pure from my fin ? was a _ lib, 2. 
Queſtion of Solonion, to which he thought no Man could: anſiver aftiyma- Reel. "og 
vely of himſelf: If I juſtifie my ſelf, my own Mouth ſhall condemn me ; if Job g. 20. 
Hg am perfet, it ſhall prove me perverſe ; was the aſſeveration of that eq - 
Ferfon, whoſe Vertue had undergone the ſevereſt Trials ; I» many things we (Pal. 19 2.) 
fend all ; was the confeſſion of an Apoſtle in the name of the wiſeſt and /®: > -. 
kt Men. © | | le 
3$Stach Men indeed (in contemplation of themſelves, and of their doings) 

pe 


ave ever been ready to think meanly of themſelves, to acknow|l 

1nd bewail their'unworthineſs, to diſclaim all Confidence in themſelves, 

tivow their hope wholly to be repoſed in the Grace and Mercy of God ; 

= Grace for ability to perform ſomewhat of their Duty, in his Mercy 

wr Pardon of their Offences; ) to confeſs themſelves (with Jacob) Leſs 

"thin the leaſt of God's Mercies; with David, that they are Worms, and no 

Mer; with 7ob, that they are vile, and unable to anſwer God, calling them Job go. 4, 
4&comprt, i» one caſe of a- thouſand; that they abhor themſelves, and re- 4% 6. 9. 3. 
jent in Duſt aud Aſhes ; that after they have done aft, they are unprofitable Luke 17. 10. 
Svarts : And'is he not very blind, who doth ſe in himſelf thoſe Perfecti- 

'#s which the greateſt Saints-could not deſcry in themfelves? Is he not 

wWinitely vain, that fanſieth himſelf more worthy, than they did take 
themſelves to be ? | | He De | 

tt fine, Every Man is in ſome kind and degree bad, ſinful, vile ; it is 
natural for us to be ſo, as to be frail, to be ſickly, to be mortal : There 

#e'ſome bad Diſpoſitions common to all, and which no Man can put off 


| WM fhout his Fleſh; there are ſome, to which every Man (from his temper, 

- WH ilination and conſtitution of 'Body or Soul ) is peculiarly ſubje& ; the 

5 Wl vhich by no care and pain can be quite extirpated ; but will afford, du- 

: Wl fig Life, perpetual matter of conflict and exerciſe to curb them ; conceit 

& WM ticrefore of our Vertue is very fooliſh. 

+ WH And it breedeth many great Miſchiefs. 

n WW Hence doth ſpring a great ſecurity, and careleſneſs of corre&ting our Marr. g. 12. 
6, Wl finlts ; for taking our ſelves to be well, we ſee not any need of Cure, John 9+ 41- 
od | i fhce ſeek: none, nor admit any. . 


WH Yea, hence rifſeth a contempt of any nieans conducible to our amend- 

n, Wl tent, fach as good Advice, and wholſome Reproof; to adviſe ſuch an 

ly WI 0s is to accuſe him wrongfully, to reprove him is to commit an outrage 
yon his preſumed integrity of Vertue. Hence alſo proceedeth a negle&Q 
Cimploring the Grace and Mercy of God ; for why ſhould Perſons of fo 

dle WF feat ſtrength crave ſuccour ; how ſhould they beg pardon, who have ſo 

ly WF tle ſenſe of Guilt ? It. is for a weak Perſon to cry, Lord help me; it is 

br'a Publican to pray, God be merciful unto me a Sinner. Luke 18. 13+ 


s WY |t breedeth arrogance and preſumption even in Devotions, or addreſſes 
; of Cod, inducing fuch Perſons in unſeemly manner to juſtific themſelves 
en Wi fore God, to claim ſingular Intereſt in him, to mind him, and as it 
very Were to upbraid him with their worthy Deeds, to thank him for their 


Mapinary Excellencies ; like the conceited Phariſee ; God, I thank thee, Luke 18. 11. 
Wat © am not as other Men, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers —— I faſt twice 
Week, I grove tythes of all that 1 poſſeſs. They cannot demean themſelyes - 
£6 "ah God as miſerable Sinners, who fanſie themſelves as admirable'Wor- 
Wes and Gallants in Vertue. | Alſo, 


('Þ 
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Ia. 65. 5+ 


Phil. 2» Zo. 
Rom. 12, 10, 


* 


Pſal, 36. % 


Alſo, a natural reſult thereof is a haughty contempt of others, venting 
it ſelf in a ſupercilious and faſtuous demeanour : So it was inthe .Phgz;; 


Luke 18-9. ſees, who ( ſaith St. Luke) truſted in themſelves, that they were righteous - 


and deſpiſed others. Such Perſons obſerving, or ſuſpeQing DefeQs,.and 
Misbehaviours 4n others, but diſcerning none in themſelves, do in their 
Opinion advance themſelves above their: Brethren, and accordingly'are 
prone. to behave themſelves toward them ; Such Men as they are the-eſpe. 
cially good Men, the Godly,,. the Saints, 'the Flower of Mankind, the 


Chojce-ones, the Darlings of God, the Favourites of Heaven , the ſpecial 


\ Objects of divine Love and Care: Others are impure and profane, rejects | 


neous and reprobate People, to'whom God beareth. no, good-will or :x6 
gard ; hence proceedeth 'a contemptuous diſregard or eltrangedneſg 49- 


. ward: other Men ;. like that of thoſe Separati/cs.1n the. Prophet, who-not- 


withſtanding they. were a People provoking God to anger continually to bis fage 
were yet in conceit of their own ſpecial purity, ready to. ſay, Stand by thy 
ſelf, come not near to me, for I am holier than thou : Whereas thoſe whoſo- 
berly reflecting, on: their Nature, their Hearts, their Ways, .do frame a 
right:Judgment of thernſelves, can hardly.. eſteem any Man -worls than 
themſelves; they perceive themſelves fo frail, ſo defetuous, fo culpable, 
as: to find great reaſon for: their: compliance with thoſe! Apoſolical,,Pre- 
cepts; In lowlineſs. of Mind, let each Man eſteem others better than himſelf, 
In honour prefer one another. ER other ant 3 ne RT 
This likewiſe difpoſeth Men te expect; more than ordinary regard from 
others; and they are much- diſpleaſed, if they find it not in degree. an- 
ſwerable to their conceit of themſelves ;: taking them for filly,/enyious, 
or injurious Perſons, who forbear to yield it: Such excellent 'Perſons 
muſt in all things be humoured, and cockered, otherwiſe you greatly 
wrong them. Kan 2 | "14:44+;) Favs 
Hence alſo ſuch Men eaſily become diſcontented and impatient:;. for 
if they be croſſed in any thing, if any. niisfortune toucheth them, they 
take xt very ill; ſuppoſing they deſerve it nat, but are worthy of better 
Uſage and Fortune, | | 4 ah. 
In fine, as this cauſeth a Man to behave himſelf untowardly in reſpe& 
to all others (toward God, and toward. his Neighbour ( ſo thence. he 
moſt unbeſeemingly carrieth himſelf toward himſelf, .he is no faithful 


Friend, no good Companion, to himſelf, but a fond Mignon, a. vile Flatterer, 


or a profane Idolater of himſelf: for. (like Narciſſus) being tranſported 
with conceit of his own incomparable Beauty. or Excellency,” he 


love to, and courteth himf{clf ; finding delight ip ſuch Conceit, the by all 
means cheriſheth it, glozing and flattering himſelf (as.the Pſalm hath. it.) 
 #n his own Eyes ; repreſenting his Qualities: to his Imagination in 
- he devoutly adoreth thoſe Idols of his Brain. ' Farther, _—_ 
- 3+ Selt-conceitt 1s. alſo frequently grounded _ upon other inferior Ad- 


falſe ſhapes, 


. 


vantages ; upon gifts of Nature (as Strength, Activity, Beauty ) pon 
gifts of Fortune ( fo called) as Birth, Wealth, Dignity, Power, Fame, Suc- 
ceſs ; upon theſe things Men ordinarily much value themſelves, and-are 
ſtrangely pufft up with vain Opinion; taking themſelves from them tobe 


great and happy Perſons ; but {ecing (as we touched befgre) theſe things 


are in themſelves little valuable (as ſerving no great Purpoſe, norAur- 
thering our true happineſs ) ſecing they are not commendable (as not de- 
pending on our free Choice, but proceeding from Nature or Chance) ſeeing 
they are not durable or certain, but eaſily may be ſevered from us;the 
vanity of Self-conceit founded on them is very notorious, .and I ſhall not 


inſiſt more to declare it; Iſhall only recommend the Prophet's Advice "mw 
Ts cerni 
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Ly Gm; XXX. | . Of Self-Confidence: 289 
ming ſuch. things ; -Let not the wiſe Man. glory in hs' Wiſdom ; neither let Jer ICT. 
the mighty Man glory in hs Might ; let not the rich Man glory in his Riches; ' © 

tu-let him that glorieth, 'glory in this, that. he underſtandeth and knoweth 
wgthat 1 am. the Lord, which exerciſe loving-kindneſs, judgment and righ- 
 untſeſs in the Earth: that: is, Nothing within us, or about us, ſhould 
yate our Minds, excepting the aſſurance, that God doth govern: 'the 
Warld, being ready to. protect and ſuccour us ; to diſpenſe Mercy! and 
hſtice to. us ; fo.that how. weak: and helpleſs ſoever in our ſelves, yet 
nfding in him, we ſhall never be overwhelmed by any Wrong, or Miſ-. 
. concerning, Self-Conceit, the other" Parts of -vitious Self-Love 
nay be reſerved to another Occaſion. | Wo 
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bk Of Sci Confidence, SdfComplatence, 
 _Selt-WAll, and Selt-Intereſt, 


, 
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For Men ſhall be lovers of themſelves, exc. 


i 


| + Df Self Confidence. 


I. A Nother like culpable kind of Self-Love, is that of Self-Confidence ; 
£ when Men beyond Reaſon, and without regard unto God's Pro- 
' "hg VEEOee, do rely oo nga gg ea own Abilities, ima- 
ing that, without God's direQtion and help, by . ONE 8 F 
Wt contrivances of their own Wit and Diſcretion,sby A rs br EV ef L as, 
tle Neney of their own Strength. and Courage, 0 Maru 2i/)s agony ravel. 
f their induſtrious Care, Reſolution and Aaivity =_ Andy. 
ley can compals any deſign; they can attain any good, they can arrive 
the utmoſt of their deſires, and become ſufficiently happy, not conſi- 
Eting that of God ( i» whoſe hand our Breath 1s, and whoſe are all our Dan: 5, 23, 
*_ ; in whoſe hand is the Soul of every living thing, and the Breath of all Job 12. 10. 
Mankind) all our Being, and all our Ability do abſolutely depend ; that he 
Manageth and turneth all things, diſpenſing Succeſs according to his plea- 
its; that no good thing can be performed without the ſupply and ſuc- 
Our of his Grace, nothing can be atchieved without the concurrence of his 
Movidence; that, The way of Man is not in himſelf, it is not in Man that Jer. 10. 23. 
aleth to direft his Steps; that, The preparations of the Heart in Man, and Prov- 16- 1- 
"te anſwer of the Tongue is from the Lord; that, although, 4 Man's Heart de- v1 eSpot a 
Weth his way, yet the Lord diredletn his Steps; that, No King 1s ſaved by Pſal.33.16,17, 
We multitude of an Hoſt, a mighty Man is uot delivered \by much oreverh; 
\UHorſe is a vain thing, for ſafety ; The Race is not to the ſwift, nor the Bats Ecdef g. 11- 
P p tel 
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Of Salf-Complacence. em 


Prov. 3. $, 6+ 


Prov, 28, 26. 


_ 
animum tþſe 
parabo, 


Iſa. I'O, I3, 


Dan. 4- 30» 


Luke 12. 19, 


" tel 7o the Rirong that (as St. Paul, one abundantly furniſhed with abi. 


ties ſuting his 'Defigns as any Man, can be, doth acknowledge. y, 
are not ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thing, but our ſufficiency i of Go 
theſe oracles of Truth, and even dictates of Reaſon, no leſs than Pying;. 
ples of Religion they conſider not, who confide in their 'own Abilities, 
with which Nature or Fortune do ſeem to have furniſhed them. 
This is that inſtance of Self-Love, which the W3/e-mas biddeth us to he. 
ware of : Truſt (faith he) in the Lord with all thine Heart, and leaw' ws; 
fo thine qwn Underſtanding ; In all thy Ways acknowledge him, and he ſpall dg. 
red thy Paths. This is that which he condemneth as fooliſh, and oppoſite 
to wiſe proceeding ; He that truſteth in his own Heart, is a Fool; but whyſ 
walketh wiſely, ſhall be delivered. [vs 
This is that which ſmothereth Devotion, and keepeth Men from having 
recourſe to God; while they think it needleſs to ask for that, which 
have in their Power, or have means of obtaining ; this conſequently de. 
priveth them of Divine Aid, . which is afforded only to thoſe who ſeek it, 
and confide therein; 1. | i + 
This often engageth Men to attempt things raſhly, and cauſeth them 
to come oft unhappily ; God interpoſing to croſs them, with purpoſe to 
cure their Error, to confound their Preſumption. T 


From hence, if God ever ſuffereth their Attempt to proſper, they facri- 


legiouſly and profanely arrogate to themſelves the Succels, ſacrificing to 
their.own Net, and ſaying with him in the Prophet, By the ſtrength of my 
Hand have IT done it, and by my Wiſdom, for I am prudent. . 
This cauſeth moſt Men to fail of true Content here, and of Happineſs 
finally ; while taking them to be, where they are not, at home, within 


their -own hand, or reach, they neglect to ſearch after them abroad, there 


where they only do lie, in the hand and diſpoſal of God. 
Df Self:Complacence. 


NI. A like act of blameable Self-Love, is Self-Complacence, that is, preat- 
ly delighting in ones ſelf, or in the Goods, which he fanſieth himſelf to 
enjoy, or in the Works which he performeth : When Men in contempla- 
tion of their Works and Atchievements go ſtrutting about, and faying, 
with that vain Prince, Is not this great Babylon, that T have built? when 
reflecting on their Poſſeſſions they applaud and bleſs themſelves, like the 


4 


Rich Man in the Goſpel, Sox/ (faith he, looking upon his accumulated = 


ſtore) thou haſt much Goods laid up for many Tears : Such yain Soliloquics 
do Men ordinarily make: Thou haft (fairh a Man to himſelf) rare en- 


dowments of Soul; a wonderful Skill and Ability in this and that Mate 


ter ; thou art Maſter of excellent things ; thou haſt managed very impor- 
tant Buſineſs, haft accampliſhed hard Deſigns, haſt atchieved brave Feats, 
with great dexterity and- admirable ſucceſs, by thy Wit and Induſtry; 
thou haſt framed and vented very curious Orations, very facetious Speeches, 
very nervous and pithy Diſcourſes ; thou haſt put Obligations upon this 
Man, and that; thou haſt got much Credit and Intereſt amgngſt Men ; the 
World much looketh on thee, loverh and prizeth thee hugely, reſoundeth 


with thy Fame and Praiſe ; ſurely thy Worth is notable, thy Deſerts are ' 


egregious ; how happy art thou in being ſuch a Perſon, in performing 
ſuch Things, in enjoying ſuch Advantages? Thus, with a ſpurious and fil- 
thy Pleaſure do Men reflect upon and revolve in their. Minds the Goods 
they. deem themſelves to poſlels, and the favourable Occurrences that ſeem 


to befall them ; being fond of their own Qualities and Deeds as of my 


nt oeaws os moOw - "9m 
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&erm. XXX. IN... 
- ren, * which however they are in themſelves, doalways appear hand- 
ay 


and towardly unto-them; any little' thing {4s' great ' and' eminent, 
; ordinary thing is-rare, any indifferent thing 1s excellent to them;*be- 
\ cauſe it 15 theirs; out of any thing, how dry and inſipid'ſoever 't 15 int it 
Gf; they fuck a vain and fooliſh pleaſure. 221012 gt OO 
* ence is that honeſt and pure dAlight, which they ſhould taſte in faith 
and love toward God, in the hope of future celeſtial things; in the 'en- 
jojment of ſpiritual Bleſſings, in the conſcience of vertuous pratice, 
quite choaked or greatly damped. > | Ys 
-:Hence alſo that hearty contrition, and ſober ſad 
wpon their great Defects, and frequent Miſcarriages 
maintain in their Souls, is utterly ſtifled. 


% 


, Which by reflexion 
they ſhould continually 


Hence alſo that charitable complacency in the welfare, anl condolency 
yith the adverſities of their Brethren is ſuppreſſeF; Hence cannot they be 
atisfied with any thing done by others, they cannot apprehend the wor- 
ty Deſerts, they cannot render due commendation to the good Deeds of 
their Neighbour ; for while Men are ſo pleaſed with their own imaginary 
elicities, they cannot well diſcern, they will nof* be duly affected with 
the real Advantages, or Diſaſters of themſelves, or of others. 


Df Self-CUill. 


IV. Another culpable kind of Self-Love is Self-Wil; (auSz% a, plea- 
ng ones ſelf in his Choice, and proceeding withbut, or againſt Reaſon ) 
yhen a Man unaccountably or unreaſonably, with obſtinate Reſolution, 
_ any courſe offenſive to others, or prejudicial to himſelf, ſo that 

it will not hearken to any Advice, nor yield to any 

Confiderftion diverting him from his Purpoſe, but TI 5r 4» am meme, win 
patteth off all, with a ----S:at pro ratione voluntas : "_ ds wes Syneſ. 
ay what you can, let what will come on it, I will Calv. Lo” 
d as I pleaſe, I will proceed in my own way ; fo , #7 SB 33 ONS 099% 00; 
lam reſolved, ſo it ſhall be. a 


This 1s that generally which produceth in Men the wilfut commiſſion 

o fin; although apparently contrary to their own Intereſt and Welfare, 

fpriving them of the beſt Goods, bringing on them moſt heavy Miſ- 

duets ; this cauſeth them irreclaimably to perſiſt in Impenitence. Hence 

@they ſtop their Ears againſt wholſome Counſel, they harden their Hearts 

4 molt pathetical, and ſoftning Diſcourſes, they withdraw thaer Shoul- Neh.ſ9. 28. 
ter, they ſtiffen their Neck againſt all ſober Precepts, Admonitions, and Re- gr <4 
roofs ; they defeat all means and methods of Correction ; they will not Prov. «. 25. 
tear God Commanding, Entreating, Promiſing, Threatning, Encouraging, 

(taſtifing ; they will not regard the advices and reprehenfions of Friends ; 

tie moſt apparent conſequences of Damage; Diſgrace, Pain; Perdition upon 

tifir ill Courſes will not ſtir them ; their Will is impregnable againſt: the 

noſt powerful attempts to win and better them : Let all the Wiſdom in 

ie World ſollicit them, with a Turn at my Reproof, it ſhall have occaſion to, _ . 
wmplain ; They would none of my Counſel, they deſpiſed all my Reproof. 25, 29. "I 

| This is that alſo more particularly, which bree- ___ or ro ne 
&h ſo much Miſchief to the Publick, which peſte- Mime Foreſt, bot Dales py. 
&th and diſturbeth private Converſation : This ma-  Timvr, S5arg mv. giaur iy ode Or» 
ih Converſation harſh, and Friendſhip intolerable. | ad 

| y-, are Men in their demeanour fo peeviſh and froward, ſo perverſe 'Av2«Je 6 
ad crofgrain'd, ſo ſtiff and ſtubborn ; with much inconvenience to others, "7 * Bar. ad 
ad commonly with more to themſelves. | | \ Dionem. Ep 4 


Pp 2 Hence 
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of Self-Will. Vai: 

Hence will they not ſubmit to the Commands of their Superiors; they 
will not comply with the Cuſtoms of their Country, they will nor-be 
complaiſant in Converſation ; but every where raiſe, factious Oppo 
kindle fierce Contentions, maintain diſorderly Singularities: they 


202 


Care nix 
how, for enjoying their Humour, they break the peace of the Warld; wa 


diſturb the order of things, they create tamults and troubles in any Soae 
they ma Vexations and Miſchiefs on others,- on' themſelves. WY 
not conſider, or value the great harm they bring upon the Publick/-nor 


how much themſelves do ſuffer by it ;-ſo they have their Will, whe if - 


the State be plunged igto confuſion and trouble ; what if their Neighbours 
be ſorely incommoded ; what if themſelves loſe their Eaſe and Pleaſurey: 
It muſt be juſt as they will have it ; whatif ten to one think- otherwiſe; 
what if generally the wiſeſt Men are agreed to the contrary; what if the 
moſt preſſing neceſlity of Aﬀairs do not admit it ; what i publick Auths: 
rity ( thoſe whom, all equity doth conſtitute Judges,: and: to whom Gol 
himſelf -hath committed the arbitration thereof ) do nor allow it; yet 
it mult be, becauſe they fancy it, otherwiſe they will not be quiet ;. fodg 
they. ſacrifice the greateſt benefits of Society {publick Order and Peace; 
| mutual Love and Friendſhip, common Safety and Proſperity) to their pri- 
vate Will and Humour. | 


This is that, which St. Paal ſo often did forbid in Word, and diſcoun- - 


tenanced in Practice: For the editication of others, to procure advantage 

to his Endeavours, to ſhun Offence, to preſerve Concord and: Amity, he 

waved pleaſing his own Deſire and Fancy, he complied with the Conceits 

and Humours even of thoſe, who were moſt Ignorant and weak in Judg- 

ment; he even ſubjected and ex//aved himſelf . to the pleaſure of others, 

Rom. 15. 1, direting us to do the like : We then ( faith he )) that are ſtrong, ought to 

24 3 bear the Infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves : Let every 

one 7 us pleaſe his Neighbour for his good to Edification : For even Chriſt 

| pleaſed not himſelf (he adjoineth the great Example of our Lord to en» 

Ia 19:33 force his own.) Again ; Give none Offence, {aith he, Even as I pleaſe all 

Tt Men in all things, not ſeeking mine own Profit, but the Profit of the 'many, 

that they may be ſaved :. Be ye (herein) followers of me, as I am of Chriſt ; 

and again, 7o the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak; 1 

am made all thiugs to all Men, that I might by all means ſave ſome : Though 

T be free from all Men (that is, although I have no Superiour, that can 

Command me, or oblige me in theſe Matters) yet have I made my ſelf 

Servant fo all, that I might gain the more, What this excellent Perſon 

was in this Inſtance of managing Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and promoting 

the Goſpel, that .both in the ſame Caſes, and .in the proſecution of all 

Tone Deſigns, in all our Converſation and Practices ſhould we likewiſe 
-. NE a 

We ſhould in no caſe indulge our own Humour or Fancy, but ever 

look, to the reaſon of the thing, and a&t accordingly, whatever 1t It- 
quireth. | 


We ſhould never a&, without ſtriving with competent application of 


1 Cor. 9. 22, 
19. 


Mind to diſcern clearly ſome reaſon why we a& ; and from obſerving 


the dictates of that Reaſon no unaccountable Cauſe ſhould pervert us : 


Blind Will, head-ſtrong Inclination, impetuous Paſſion ſhould never guide, | 


or draw, or drive us to any thing ; for this is not to act like a Man, but 


as a Beaſt, or rather worſe than a Beaſt ; for Beaſts operate by a blind n- 


ſtin& indeed, but ſuch as is planted in them by a ſuperiour Wiſdgn, u- 


- in manu confiliz ſui, is obliged (under fore Penalties) not to follow _ 
: | n- 


ſition; 


erringly direQing them to a purſuit of their true Good; but Man. is Kft 
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Term. XXX. F: Of Self - Intereſt, 
©-linations or Inſtin& ; but to act with ſerious Deliberation and Choice, 
to obſerve explicite rules and reſolutions of Reaſon. o 


Of Self-Jntereft. 


ode 


157 
q : 
F}FAYC 


fe inordinately or immoderately do covet and ſtrive to procure for them- 


lyes theſe worldly Goods, meerly becauſe profitable or pleaſant to them- . 


dues, not conſidering or regarding the good of others, according to the 
mles of Juſtice, of Humanity, of Chriſtian Charity ; when their Aﬀections, 
er Cares, their Endeavours do. mainly tend to the advancement, advan- 
, or delight of themſelves ;. they little caring what cometh on it, who. 
th who ſuffereth thereby. - 
They look upon themſelves as if they were all the World, and no Man 
teſide concerned therein, -or conſiderable to them.; that the good ſtate of 
lungs is to be meaſured by their Condition ; that all is well, if they. do 
ſroſper and Thrive; all is ill, if they are diſappointed in their Deſires 
ud Projects. 
The good of no Man, not of their Brethren, not of their Friends, not of 
heir Country doth come with them under conſideration ; what Scandals 
ariſe, what Diſorders are committed, what Miſchiefs are cauſed they 
matter not, if they get ſomewhat thereÞy,: What if the Church, or State be 
xproached, what it the Neighbourhood be offended, or diſturbed, what if 
te World cry out and complain, if they become richer by it, or have 
tier Paſſ;on gratified, or find ſome pleaſure in it? 
+This 15 the chief ſpring of Injuſtice: For from henee it is, that often- 
nes Men regard not what Courſes they take, what means they uſe, 
lhow-unjuſt, how baſe ſoever they be) toward the compaſſing their De- 
lgns : Hence they trample upon Right, they violate all Laws and Rules 
a Conſcience, they falſify their Truſts] they betray their Friends, they 
lplant their Neighbour ; they flatter and collogue, they wind about and 
Wie any way, they detrat from the worth and vertue of any Man, 
bey forge and vent odious Slanders, they commit any ſort of Wron 
0d Outrage, they ( without regard or . remorſe ) do any thing whic 
kemeth to turther their Deſign. | 
\This is the great ſource of Uncharitableneſs, for from hence Men affect 
Man otherwiſe, than he ſeemeth able to ſerve theis turn ; the Poor 
tigefore is ever flightEd-and negleted by them as unſerviceable, the 
kich only is minded and reſpected as capable to promote their Ends, they 
keome hard-hearted toward others ; not conſidering or commiſerating 
tieir Caſe ; they will part with nothing from themielves to thoſe who 
Kd their Relief; they delight in nothing-which doth not make for their 
dyantage : All their ſhews of Friendſhip and Reſpect are mercenary, and 
te Trade; they do nothing gratis, or far Love. 
-This is the great Root of all the Diſorders and Miſchiefs in the World ; 
Ws Selt-love prompteth Men to thoſe turbulent ſcramblings and ſcufflings, 
Wereby good Order is confounded ; this engageth them to deſert their 
Mations, ro tranſgrels their Bounds; to invade and encroach upon others 
wh Fraud and Violence : Did Men with any conſcionable moderation 
WJ und and purſue their own private Intereſt, all thoſe fierce Animoſities, 
bole fiery Contentions, thoſe bitter Emulations, thoſe rancorous Grudges, 
boſe calumnious Supplantings, thoſe perfidious Cozenages, thoſe outrage- 
W Violences, thoſe taCtious Contederacies, thoſe ſedirious Murqurings 
ad tumultuous Clamours would vaniſh and ceaſe ; Self-Interelt it is.that 
gives 


V. Another culpable ſort of Self-Love is that of Self-Intereft ; when Vid. Chryf. in 


a F 


1 Cor.'10.24 


1 Cor. 0r. 25. 


_ — —— 


Tas 


«---nullum fu- 


gives life and nouriſhment to all ſuch Practices, the which embroil the 
Wogld in diſcord and diſorder: It is not out of piire Madneſs or wanton 


Bella perunt Humour that commonly Men engage themſelves and others in thoſe biſe 


Ut quiſque maxim? ad ſuum commodhun 


#1 nd troubleſome Courſes, but out of deſign to get by it ;| hope-of Gain to 
be raked out of publick Ruines and Diſorders, is the Principle thatmo 
them, the Reward they propound to themſelves for their pains in medli 
toward the promoting them ; like thoſe who ſet fire on the Town me 
they may get opportunity to rifle and pillage. | Prin 
He that 'taketh himſelf to” be as but one _ 


refert quecungue agit, ita minim? eft vir ( natur ally like and equal to others ) conceiving = 
borues 3 ut qat virtutem promo metiantur, he ought to conſider the intereſt and right of ae 


nuNtam virtutem niſi malitiam putart, Qyc. * 
Cic. de Leg. F* 


Men in the ſame rank with his own, that he in'tes. 
ſon ſhould be contented with that ſhare, . which ari. 
ſeth to him by fair means ; who: thence reſolveth to be fatisfied with his 
own-Lot, to abide quiet in his Station, to yield the ſame defererice and com- 
plignce to others which he can preſume, or pretend to receive from them! 
who defires only. to enjoy tlie gifts of Providence, and the fruits of hi 
Induſtry, in a due ſubordination to the publick Peace and Welfare; hewill 
not eaſily ſtrive or ſtruggle for Preferments, he will not foment Emulati- 
ons or Factions for his advantage, he wilt never deſign to cozen or ſup- 
plant, to detraCt or calumniate tor advancement of his Ends ; he' thence 
will not contribute to the Miſchief$ and Troubles in the World. ; ..? 

Self-Intereſt therefore. is the, great enemy to the. Common-weal that 
which perverteth all Right, which confoundeth all Order, which ſpoileth 
all the convenience and comfort of Society. _ AY 

It is a practice indeed *(this practice of purſuing Self-Intereſt ſo'yehe- 
mently; ſo eſpecially above all things ) which is looked upon and cried 
up as a clear and certain point of Wiſdom ; the only ſolid Wiſdom,'in 
compariſon whereto thoſe Precepts, which preſcribe the practice of ſtrict 
Juſtice, ingenuous Humanity, free Charity, are but pedantical Titles, or 
Notions merely chimerical ; So the World now, more than ever, ſeemeth 
to judge; and accordingly to a&t ; and thence is. the ſtate of things vi 
ſibly ſo bad, and calamitous ; thence fo little honeſty in Dealings, thence 
ſo litls ſettlement in Afﬀairs are diſcernible. But how falſe that Judg- 
ment is, will appear, if the Caſe be weighed in the balance of pure Rea- 
ſon ; and moſt fooliſh it will appear, being ſcanned according to the Prins 
Ciples of Religios, | | 

In Reaſon, is it not very abſurd, that any Mafi ſhould look upon him- 
ſelf as more than a ſingle Perſon; that he ſhould prefer himſelf before 
another, to. whom he is not in any reſpec ſuperiour ; that he ſhould 
advance his own Concernment above the publick Benefit, which com- 
prehendeth his Good, and without which his Good cannot ſubſiſt 2 Can 
any Man rationally conceive, that he can firmly Thrive, or perſiſt in a 
quiet and ſweet condition, when he graſpeth to himſelf more than isdue 
or fitting, when he provoketh againſt himſelf the emulation, the compe- 
tition, the oppoſition, the hatred and obloquy of all, or of many other 


Perſons ? 
May not any Man reaſonably have the ſame Apprehenſions and Inclina- 
tions, as we may have ? may not any Man juſtly proceed in the. ſame 
manner as we may do? Will they not, ſeeing us mainly to affect our 
private Intereſt, be induced, and in a manner forced to-do the like? 
thence what end can there be of proging, and ſcrambling for things ? 
and in the confuſion thence ariſing, what. quiet, what content can We 
enjoy ? j ; 
| Again; 
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 ciety, and averſatiori from Solitude, inclinations to Pity and; Humanity; 
aleafant complacencies in obliging and doing Courteſtes to others, -appe- 
s of Honour and good Eſteem from others, aptneſs toapprove and like 
the practices of Juſtice, of Fidelity, of Courtelie, of Beneficence, Capacities 
to yield ſuccour and- benefit to our Brethren diCtate unto us, that our 
Good is inſeparably conneRted and complicated with the Good of others, 
+ that it cannot, without its own impairing, ſubſi{i.alone, or be ſevered 
hom the Good of others ; no more than a Limb can, without ſuffering 
and deſtrution, be torn from the whole 2? _ 
- Is there not to all Men iti ſome meaſure, to ſome Men in a higher de- 
ee, 2 Generoſity innate,' moſt lovely and laudable to: all; which diſpp- 
Fit Men, with their own pain, hazard, and detriment, to'ſuccour and re- 
{eve others in Diſtreſs, to ſerve the Publick,, and protnote the benefit of 
Society ; ſo that inordinately to regard private Intereſt, doth thwart; the 


raſon and wiſdom of Nature ? | 


{ye contemplate him, to be a nobler- thing, than puyras. 


bs Cingle pleaſure; his Endowments are too excel- - 


* 


plful a Creature were Man, if this were all he was made for ; how ſorry 
thaculty were Reaſon, if it ſerved not "to better Uſes? he debaſeth him- 


xy Deſigns. | | 
\Nay, even 4 true regard to our own private Good, will engage us not 
ſordinately to purſue Self-Intereſt ; it being much hugged, wil be ſmo- 
tered and deſtroyed. \ 
+As we are all bora Members of the World, as we are compacted-into 
(© Common-wealth, as we are incorporated into any Society, as: we 
take in any Converſation or Company, ſo by mutual ſupport, aid, de- 
knce, comfort, not only the common welfare firſt, but our particular 
knefi conſequently doth ſubſiſt ; by hindring or prejudicing them, the 
pblick firſt, in conſequence our particular doth ſuffer : Our thriving by 
tt common prejudice, will in the end turn to our own loſs. As if one 
ember fucketh too much Nouriſhmeat to it ſelf, and thence fwelleth 
- Wit an exorbitant bulk, the whole thence incurreth Diſeaſe, ſo coming to 
© Wah, or languiſh ; whence conſequently that irregular Member will fall 
d Mito a participation of ruine or decay ; fo it is in the ſtate of humane Cor- 
vations, he that in ways unnatural, or unjuſt ( for Juſtice is that 'in hu- 
lane Societies, which Nature is in the reſt of things ) draweth unto him- 
if the Juice of Profit or Pleaſure, ſo as thence to grow beyond his due 
ke, doth thereby not only create Diſtempers in the publick Body, but 
wrketh Miſchiet and Pain to himſelf ; he muſt not imagine to. eſcape 
er MWitlog ſomewhat of the inconvenience and miſery which ariſeth from 
lick Convulſions and Diſorders. 
-0 doth Reaſon plainly enough dictate; and Religion with clearer evi- 
ace, and greater advantage diſcovereth the ſame. 
Its expreſs Precepts are ; that we ſhould aim to love our Neighbour as 
Ir{lves, and therefore ſhould tender his Intereſts as our own ; that we 
ld not in competition with the greater Good of our Neighbour, regard 
own lefſer Good ; that we ſhould not ſeek our own things, but con- 
ﬆ our ſelves in the good of others ; that we ſhould not contult our. "_ 
| aſe 


Again ; Doth not Nature, by implanting in our Conſtitution, a leve of 


p- have been deſign'd to ſerve himſelf, or to ſatisfy $t, Paul, Rom. 9. 


his Capacities too large for ſo mean and narrow Purpoſes. How 


&, he diſgraceth his Nature, who hath ſo low Conceits, and purſueth ſo 


LET 


+ The frame of our Nature indeed ſpeaketh, that Nee ſbi, ſed tori natym fe credere- mundo. 


Kare not born for our ſelves; We ſhall find Man, Par go Gros wo _ 
{ 7 - 


D — 


Eaſe and Pleaſure, but ſhould contentedly bear the burtheis of owy Bre. 


Phil. 2.44 then !' Look not every Man to his own things, but every Man alſo to the things 
x Cor.10. 24- of others; Let no Man ſeek his own, but every Man another's Wealth ws / 


Gal: 2. 6. one anothers Burthens, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt : Charity ſeeketh not its 


r Cor. 13- 5- 0w#; theſe are Apoſtolical Precepts and Aphoriſms ; theſe are fundamental 


Rules and Maxims of our Holy Religion. © * 
_ Tt chargeth us induſtriouſly toemploy our Pains, liberally to expend'our 
Goods, yea ( in ſome Caſes) willingly to expoſe and devote our Lives for 
the 'benefit of our Brethren.. - Of W: fe 
It recommendeth to. us the Examples of thoſe who have uriderwent vn- 
ſpeakablePains, Lofles, Diſgraces, Troubles, and Inconveniences of all kinds 


for the furthering the good of others ; the Examples of our Lord, and of 


his Apoſtles, who never in any caſe regarded their own Intereſts, but ſpent 
and facrificed themſelves to the publick welfare of Mankind. | 
--Tt:repreſenteth - us not only as Brethren of one Family, who ſhould 


Rom-12. 5. therefore kindly favour, afliſt, and grace one another, but as Members of 


1 Cor: 12:25- one ſpiritual Body ( Members one of another ) compaQted' by. the cloſeſt 
- +... Bands of common Alliance, Aﬀedtion, and Intereſt, whoſe Good "much 
Rom. 12-15. confiſteth in the Good of each other, who ſhould” together rejoice, and 
condole with one another ; 'who ſhould care for one anothers Good 4s 

for our own'; looking upon our ſelves to gain by the Advantage to 

thrive in the Proſperity, .to be refreſhed with the Joy, to be graced with 

the Honour, to be endamaged by the Loſſes, to be afflicted with' the 

1 Cor. 12:26. Croſles of our Brethren; fo that 7f (as St. Paul faith) 'ove Member fufter, 
all the Members ſuffer with it ; if one Member be honoured, all the Members 

rejoice with it. | . 

Theſe which I have already handled are the principal kinds of vitious 

Self-Love ; there. are' farther ſome ſpecial as of kin to them, ſprouting 

from the ſame Stock; which I ſhall touch : Such as Yain-glory, Arie 

gance, Talking of ones ſelf, Thinking about ones ſelf, Of theſe 1 ſhall treat 

more briefly. DOSS 
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| Of Vain-glory, Arrogance, Talking and - 
4 Thinking of ones Self. 
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2 TIM. Ill. 2. 
4 | For Men ſhall be lovers of themſelves, &C, 
jp :£ Df Uain-glow. 


N. 7 HEN a regard to the Opinion, or the deſire of the Eſteem of Men 
YY is the main Principle from which their Actions do proceed, 
othe chief end, which they propound to. themſelves : Inſtead of con- 
kence of Duty, love and reverence of God, hope of the Rewards pro- 
md, a ſober regard to their true Good, this is Yain-glory. Such was 
te vain-glory of the Phariſees, who Faſted, who Prayed, who gave Alms, Mar. 6, vc: 
jo did all their works that they might be ſeen of Men, and from them ob- M** 23: 5+ 
in the reward of Eſtimation and Applauſe : This is that which St. Paul 
Wbiddeth ; Let nothing be done out of ſtrife, or vain-glory. Phil. 2. 35 
"When Men affect and delight in Praiſe, from mean or indifferent things ; 
sfrom ſecular Dignity, Power, Wealth, Strength, Beauty, Wit, Learning, 
pence, Wiſdom or Craft: as, There are many. ( faith the Pſalmiſt) that val. 45. 6: 
of themſelves in the multitude 'of their Riches, Nebuchatlnezzar was rai- 
& with the conceit of having built a Palace for the glory of His Majeſty. 
Hd was puff'd with Applauſe for his Oration, the Philoſophers were #dowvns d- 
Rin in the eſteem procured by their pretence to Wiſdom, the Phariſees kgn't”,,, 
re elevated with the Praiſe accruing from external ats of Piety (Faſt- | 
tg twice a Week, making long Prayers, tithing Mint and Cumin; ) all 
<> things being in themſelves of little worth, the affeaing of Praiſe 
bm them is manifeſtly frivolous and vain. Honour ſhould be affected | 
aly from true Vertue, and really good Works. . - Rom. 2. 7; 
Thoſe who ſeek Glory from evil things ( who glory in their ſhame) from 
reſumptuous tranſgreſſion of God's Law (Hettorly Profaneneſs and De- 
achery) from outrageous Violence, from over-reaching Craft, or from 
ty bad Quality, are not only Vain-glorious, but Impudent. 
When Men affect Praiſe immoderately, not being content with that 
\- {Wire of good Reputation, which naturally doth ariſe from a vertuous 
 Mudblameleſls Life. 
AS all other Goods, fo. this ſhould be affeted moderately. 
Tis not worth Induſtry, or a dire&t Aim. | 
When they are unwilling to part with the eſteem of Men, upon any 
tompt, but rather will deſert their Duty, than endure Diſgrace; pri- 
wp the Opinion of Men before the Favour and Approbation' of God : As 
I'S ſaid of thoſe Rulers, who believed in our Lord, but becauſe of the Joh« 1. 43. 


of F has 
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Phariſees did not confeſs him, that they might not be put out of the Syna. 
John 5. 44 Cogue, for they loved the glory of Men, rather than the glory that is of Gud, 
And thoſe to whorn our Saviour ſaid ; How can ye believe, who receive 
glory - from one another, but do not ſeek the glory that is of God 
When they purſue it irregularly, are cunning and politick to procure 
it; hunt for it in oblique ways, lay Gins, Traps, and Baits for it ; ſuch are 
Oftentation of things commendable, fair Speeches, kind Looks and Geſty 
devoid of Sincerity, &c. ſuch ways ambitious. and popular Men do uſe. 
T5 v7a%s This Practice is upon miany accompts vain and culpable, and it pro. 
fm $54eu ducerh great Inconvenience. | 
Naz Ep. 63. T+ It 1s vain, becauſe unprofitable. Is it not a fooliſh thing for a Man 
to affect that which little concerneth him # have, which having he is 
not conſiderably benefited 2 Such manifeſlly is the good opinion of Men: 
how doth that reach us; do we feel the commotions of their Fancy ; doth 
their Breath blow us any good? 

Bored - 2. It is vain, becauſe uncertain. How eaſily are the Judgments of 
ferat idem. Men alter'd 2 how fickle are their Coneeits? the Wind of Heaven is not 
more fleeting and variable than the wind of popular Air. In a trice thecaſe 

is turned with them ; they aUmire and ſcorn, they approve and cond 
they applaud and reproach, they court and perſecute the ſame Perſon, as 
their fancy is caſually moved, or as fortune doth favour a Perſon. Hiſto- 
ries are full of inſtances of Perſons, who have been now the favourites of 
the People, preſently the objet of their hatred and obloquy. | 


res, 


—-Stultus ho 


Jarkes 3. It is vain, becauſe unſatisfatory. How can a Man be ſatisfied with | 


Sepe dat in- the Qpinion of bad Judges; who eſteem a Man, without good grounds, 
"we comfmnonly for things not deſerving regard ; who- cannot diſcern thoſe 
things which really deſerve eſteem, good Principles, and honeſt Intenti- 
on ? theſe only God can know, theſe only wiſe and good Men can well- 
gueſs at ; it 1s therefore vain much to prize any Judgment but that of 
God, and of wiſe Men, which are but few. Praiſe becometh not the 

Month of a Fool. 
Falf«s bowy How alſo cn a Man rationally be pleaſed with the commendation of 
juvat, &c. others, who! is ſenſible of his ſo great Defeats, and conſcious to himſelf 
_ 2 of ſo many Miſcarriages ? which conſidering he ſhould be aſhamed to re- 
 _ ceive, heſhould in himſelf bluſh to own any praiſe. | | 
4+ It is vain, becauſe fond. It is ugly and unſeemly to Men; they 
deſpiſe nothing more than aQing out of this Principle. It misbecometh 


a Man to perform things for ſo pitiful a Reward, or to look upon it 52 


valuable recompence for his Performances ; there being conſiderations {0 

vaſtly greater to induce and encourage him; the ſatisfaction of Conſa- 

ence, the pleaſing God, and procuring his Favour ; the obtaining eternal 
Happineſs. | | 

\ 5. It is vain, becauſe unjuſt. If we ſeek glory to our ſelves, we wrong 

God thereby, to whom the glory thereof is due. If there be in us any na- 

tural endowment conſiderable ( Strength, Beauty, Wit, it is from God, 

the author of our Being and Lite 2 Is there any ſupervenient or acquiſite 

perfeCtion ( as Skill, Knowledge, Wiſdom ) it is from God, who gave us 

the means and. opportunities of getting it, who guided our proceeding 

and bleſſed our induſtry : Is there any advantage of Fortune belonging to 

us (as Dignity, Power, Wealth, ) it is the gitt of God, who diſpenceth 

theſe things, who diſpoſeth all things by his Providence : .Is there any ver- 

tuous diſpoſition in us, or any good work performed by us ; it is the pro 

PhL 2.13. duction of God, who worketh in us to will, and to do according to his goo 


pleaſure : Have we any good that we can call our own ; that We _ 
inde- 
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mdependently and abſolutely made, or purchaſed to our wives, » if not 

any, why dg we aſſume to. our ſelves the glory of it, as if we were its 

Makers or Authors ? 'tis St. Paul's expoſtulation; who made thee to dif- 1 Cor. 4, 7; 
* fer? What haſt thou, which thou didft not receive ? "and if thou didft receive John 3. 27: 
i, why dof thou glory, as if thou hadſt not received it ? 

'This is that whic maketh this Vice ſo odious to God, who is ſenſible 
of. the Injury done him, in robbing him of his due Honour: how ſenſible - 
he is he ſhewed in ghat great Inſtance of ſmifing Herod with a miraculous 
Vengeance ; becauſe he did not give the glory to God, but arrogated glory Ads 12. 23; 
to himſelf, receiving with complacence, the profane Flatteries of the Peo- 

He hath faid, I will not give my Glory to another. 

6. It is vain, becauſe miſchievous. It corrupteth our Mind with a lewd 
fre, which choaketh the purer Pleaſures of a good RTE __ 
fitual Joy and Peace. 

-It incenſeth God's diſpleaſure, who cannot endure to ſee us adt out of 
[7 mean and baſe a Principle. 

It depriveth us of the Reward due to good Works, performed out of 
Conſcience, and other genuine Principles of Pzety. "Amixgar mov pedo 
bi have their Reward. 5", 6 r. 

7, It is vain, becauſe unbeſeeming us. 
It is obſervable, that the Word 997" ſgnifieth to Praiſe or ; Applaud, and 
a to infatuate or make mad. 
Glory doth fit unhandſomely upon us, who are ſo weak and frail, who 
ze ſo impure and ſinful, who are fo liable to reproach and blame: 'tis 
ike Purple on a Beggar——a Panegyrick upon a Fly. When all is ſaid. that 
an be well of us, we are ridiculous, becauſe a thouſand'times more might, 
tefaid to our diſparagement and diſgrace. For one good Quality, we-have Job 12. 17. 
tany bad ; for one good Deed, we have done numberleſs Evil. Thebeſt 78 + 
things we have or do, yield greater matter of diſpraiſe than commenda- © 2, 
ton, being full of imperfection and blemuſh. 
- Abſolutely ſo;; comparatively much more; what are we in compariſon 
nGod ; whoſe excellency if we conſider, and our diſtance from his! Per- 
kftions, how can we admit Commendation how can we take any ſhare 
ifthat which i is wholly his due 2. 
If we contider eyen the: bleſſed Angels and Saints, and how far ſhort 


| Fe come of them ; what can we ſaF, but praiſe them who are ſo Wag 
ind abhor our ſelves who are ſo vile 2. 
: Wl iSecing there are ſuch- objects of Praiſe, how can it be conferred on E! 
o WW nortal, vile, wretched Creature ? | 
- 5:04 D{T0 1 | 
18 | Df Arrogance. 
g When a Man ( puffed up with conceit of his own Abilities, or unmea- - 


4 lirably affecting himſelf) doth aſſume to- himſelf, - that: which doth not 
1g to him ; more than in.reaſon and juſtice is' his due, in any kind, 
hore Honour, more Power, more Wiſdom, &c. 
| 1:When he encroacheth on'the Rights, invaderh the Liberties; ;otrudeth 
9 the Offices; iintermedleth with the buſineſſes, impoſeth on the Judg- 
nts of others. When he will be adviſing, teaching, gabeng; £ 
*K others without their leave-or.hiking. 
hes he will unduly be exerciſing Judgment and Cenſure upon the] Per- 
Iv, Qualities, and Actions of his Neighbour. 7 


Qq Ws; | » | oY 
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Theſe are Inſtances and Arguments'of vitious Self-Love. He that doth 
rightly underſtand, and duly ate himſelf, will contain hignſelf within 
his own bounds, will mind his own Afairs, will ſuffer every Man uni. 
ſturbedly to uſe his own right and liberty in judging and ating. 

The effects of this practice are; diſſentions, dillatisfaQions, grudges, &e. 
for Men cannot endure ſuch fond and unjuſt uſurpations upon their Rights, 
their Liberties, their Reputations. R 


Of Talking of ones ſelf. * 


Peeratlonye, Talking about ones ſelf, is an effect and manifeſt fign of 
immoderate Self-Love. - we: 
It may ſeem a very ſlender and particular Matter, but is of great uſe to 
be conſidered and corrected. | 
To talk much of ones ſelf; of his own Qualities, of tis Concernmets, 
of his Actions ; ſo as either down-rightly to commend ones ſelf, or oblique-, 
ly to. inſinuate grounds of commendation ; to catch at - praiſe ; or how- 
ever to. drive on our own Deſigns and Intereſts thereby. 
'Tis an argument of Self-Love ; proceeding from a fulneſs of thought 
concerning, ones {elf ; and a fond affection to ones own things, Out of the 
abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh; aſluredly we think much of that, 
and we like it greatly, concerning which we are prompt to diſcourſe: the 
Imaginations and:AﬀeCions diſcharge themſelves at the Mouth.) 
-;'This is a fooliſh and hurtful practice. For, 3 97 
-2:0.}It is. vain, and hath no'eftet. We thereby ſegk to recommend our 
ſelves to the Opinion of Men; but we fail therein; for our words gain no 
| belief. For no Man is looked: upon as a good Judge, or a faithful Witneſs 
in his'own Caſe ; A:good Judge, and a faithful Witneſs muſt be indifferent, 
and difmtereſted ; but every Man is eſteemed to be favourable, tobe par- 


tial in his Opinion concerning himſelf ; to be. apt to ſtrain' a pointof 


Truth and Right in paſſing teſtimony or ſentence upon himſelf: He there- 
fore that ſpeaketh. of himſelf is not believed, his Words have ino good et- 
; Prov. 20. 6. fection: the Hearers :- It is true! what the Wiſeman obſerveth.: Moſt Men wil 
proclaim every one his own Goodneſs, but a faithful Man who'caw find 2 ('but 
its hard to find one,” who in making report, or paſſing judgment concern- 
2 Cor. 12. 1. ing himſelf will be faithful and juſt.) Ravyn mu 8 wupiper prot” 11199 94 
2. Yea it uſually hath a contrary-effec,/ and deſtroyeth that which 
aimethat. |; Sel6commendavtion'is:fo far from 'procuring-a-good Opint 
that it breedeth an evil one. CSTULRTG 5 DOUITITY ents RTM 
Men have a prejudice againſt what is ſaid, as proceeding from a ſuſpe- 
ed witneſs ; one who is biafſed:by: Self-Love, and bribed by Self-Intereſt 
2 Cor. 10.18 to impoſe upon them. Not he that commendeth himſelf is Rb Fin, 
2 Cor. 10. 13+ - / It'rs:faftigious] as4mpertinent, infipniticant, -and inſipid 5 pending | time, 
xe Appin and beatingtheir:Ears:to no;purpoſe; they take it for an Injury -to fu 
rue, then ſo-weak as to! be moved by ach words,''or :forcedrinto 'g-/ good 
CONCEIT, MONT YN 9% © 1 210001; HODGORL IBN 
i It:15:'0dious and. invidious: for all Men do: love:themfetves; no leſs than 
we our ſelves :\,and::cannot endure: ito ſee thoſe who affeft to' adyaniee 
themſelves, and xeign.in our Opinion,” 1 tt #natldo 10 PT 
It prompteth them to ſpeak 'evilof us ; to ſearch for Faults tocool/ard 
check us.. the 1 13 335 hn he. | | Ment: iriey FLY 214 FIERY 


It is therefore a prepoſterous and- vain way. to-think: of gaining credit 


and love : Men thereby infallibly loſe or depreſs themſelves. 
ww AG: HE: bs, Of 
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term. XXX. Y Of Thinking of our ſelves. 


Of all words, thoſe which expreſs our ſelves, and our things; 7, and 
mine, &c. arc the leaſt pleaſing to Mens Ears. | 

It ſpoileth Converſation : For he that loveth to ſpeak of himſelf, doth 
laſt love to hear others ſpeak of themſelves ; and ſo is not attentive. 
"If a-Man have worthy Qualities, and do good Deeds ; let them'ſpeak for 
him ; they will of | themſelves extort commendation ; his filence about 
them, his ſeeming to neglet them will enhance their worth in the opini- 


&&ir Credit ; inducing Men to think them done not our of love to vertue, 


3. Suppoſing you get the belief, and the praiſe you aim at, to have 
complacence therein 1s bad, or dangerous; 'tis a fond fatisfaction, *tis a 
nitious pleaſure ; it puftcth'up, it betooleth. | | 
4. It isagainſt Modeſty. It argueth the Man hath a high Opinion of him- 
Rf; Tf he believe himſelf what he faith, he hath fo; if not, why would 
te perſuade others to have it? | 

"Modeſty cannot without Pain hear others ſpeak of him; nor can with 
ny grace receive Commendations ;* it is therefore great impudence to 
heak of himſelf, arid to ſeek Praiſe. oe | 
5. We may obſerve it to be a great temptation to ſpeak falſely. Men 
when they atiet Commendation, will gladly haye it to the utmoſt ; are 
bt} to wrong themſelves, or to loſe any thing ; they will therefore at 
aſt ſpeak to the extreme bounds of what may be fgid in their own be- 
half ; and while they run upon the extreme borders of Truth, it is hard 
t ſtop their Carriere, . ſo as not to launch forth into Falſhood ;''Tis hard 
oftand upon the brink, without falling into the Ditch. 

It is therefore adviſeable in our Diſcourſe to leave our ſelves out as much 
$may be ; never, if we can help it, to ſay, 7, mine, &c. never. ſeekin 
wmmonly ſhunning, and declining occaſion. to ſpeak of our ſelyes : vi 
ml bring much convenience and benefit to. us. ES | 


FO 


'Our Diſcourſe will not be offenſive ; we ſhall decline Envy, and Oblo- 


(9; we ſhall avoid being talked of ; we ſhall eſcape temptations of Var 
©; vc ſhall better attend to what others ſay, Gc;. ooo 
'K we will be fpeaking of our ſelves, it is allowable to. ſpeak ſincerely 
Wi neioedly concerning our Infirmities and Faults ; as St, Paul does of 
| e n ( Þ . Ci - YA | ; by bs 


pers are ſome Caſey, wherein a Man. may RO Ep {45 in 


4. 


Fown defence ; to maintain his Authority : to urge. p 
vdoth St. Paul often, He calleth it folly to Boaſt ( 
lit is ) yet he doth it for thoſe Ends. 0, 


-c 


cauſe generally 


wn Lips. | 
Thinking of our ſelves. 


Thinking of our ſelves, with glee and pleaſure; this is a great nouriſher 
Cimmoderate Selt-Love, for the more they indulge to, a gazing upon 
Knſelves with delight, the more they grow in love, the more patizonate- 
[they come to dote on themſelves. 

: tis good to reflec inward, and to view our Souls ; but we ſhould do it 
, as to find a wholſome diſpleaſure and regret in beholding our ſelves fo 
uw and impure, ſo weak and defetuous, ſo ugly and detormed; if we 

& thus, we ſhall not over-love. our ſelves. 

Some 


on of Men. Prating about®them, obtruding them upon Men will mar 


hat for a vain-glorious defign. © Thus did Cicero, thus have many others Tizva dogov 
blaſted the glory of their vertuous Deeds. xv 20 ©. 


2 Cor. 12. 11, 
2 Cor. 11-17» 


2 Cor. 12, 5+ 
II. 30s 
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"Let another praiſe thee, and not thine own Moith, P1 Stranger, and not t hay Proy, 27.6. 
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our natural Nothingneſs, Meanneſs, Baſeneſs, Impertection, Infirmity ue | 
worthineſs: the meanneſs and imperfection of our Nature, the defeds 
and deformities of our Souls, the failings and miſdemeanors of our Lives 
| He that doth this cannot ſurely find himſelf lovely ; and muſt therefoge 

take it for very abſurd to dote on himſelf. He will rather be induced to 
diſlike, deſpiſe, abhor and loath himſelf. | 

2. To conſider the lovelineſs of other Beings ſuperiour to us; compe- 
ring them with our ſelves, and obſerving how very far in Excellency 
Worth, and Beauty they tranſcend us; which if we do, we mult appear 
no fit objects of Love, we muſt be checked. in our dotage, and diverted 
from this fond affeQtion to our ſelves. It cannot but dazle our Eyes, and 
dull our Aﬀections to our ſelves. | 

If we view the Qualities and Examples of other Men, who in Worth, 
in Wiſdom, in Vertue, and Piety do far. excell us ; their noble Endoy- 
ments, their heroical Atchievements ; what they have done and ſuffered 
in obedience to God ( their ſtrict Temperance and Auſterity, their labori- 
ous Induſtry, their Self-denial, their Patience, &c.) how can we, but in 
compariſon deſpiſe and loath our ſelves? NE 

If we conſider the bleſſed Angels and Saints, in Glory and Bliſs; their * 
Purity, their Humility, their Obedience, how can we think of our ſelves 
without Contempt and Abhorrence 2 x 9 

Eſpecially if we contemplate the Perfeftion, the Purity, the Majeſty 
of God, how muſt this infinitely debaſe us in our Opinion concerning our 
ſelves, and conſequently diminiſh our fond Aﬀection toward things fovile | 
and unworthy 2. $5 "nj 

3. To ſtudy the acquiſition and improvement. of Charity toward God 
and our Neighbour. This will Tering th transfer our AﬀeCtions; theſe 


| 1. To refle& upon our ſelves ſeriouſly and a Ip ma conſideri 


®, — F 


2 p— cc hee, 2% ay, gar 


drawing our Souls outward, and ſettling them upon other Objects will abo- 
liſh or abate the perverſe love toward our ſelves. | CINE 
4. To conſider, that we do owe all we are and have to the free Boun- 
ty and Grace of :God ; hence we ſhall ſee that nothing of Eſteem or At- 
ection is due to our ſelves ; but all to him, who is the Fountain and Au- | 
thor of all our Good. T | TX | 
_ 5. To dire our Minds wholly toward thoſe things which rational Sell- | 
Love requireth us to regard and ſeek: To concern our ſelves in getting By. 
Vertue, in performing our Duty, in promoting. our Salvation, and arriying | 
to Happineſs : This will divert us from Vanity : A ſober Self-L6ve will ſufle t 

- the other fond Self-Love. 


| 


gm. XXII, 


SER MON XXXII. 


Provide things honeſt in the ſight 


"Ep 
} 


of all Men. 


he bo 


ROM. XI. 17. 
Provide things honeſt m the ſight of all Men. 


i. HE World apparently is come to that paſs, that Men commonly 
'f| are afraid or aſham'd of Religious Practice, hardly daring to own 
their Maker, by a conſcientious obſervance of his Laws. While Pro- 
aneneſs and Wickedneſs are grown outrageouſly bold, fo that many de- 


þ that how few have the Heart and the Face openly to maintain a due 
rgard to them ; Men id nothing appear ſo reſerved and ſhy, as in avow- 
0g their Conſcience, in diſcovering a ſenſe of their Duty, in expreſling 
wy fear of God, any love of Goodneſs, any concern for their own Soul. 
Tis Wiſdom, as they conceive, to compound with God, and to col- 
hide with the World ; reſerving for God ſome place in their Heart, or 
neding unto him ſome private acknowledgement ; while in their publick 
&meanor they conform to the World, in commiſſion of Sin, or negle& 
of their Duty ; ſuppoſing, that God may be fatisfied with the inviſible 
Ef his Service, while Men are gratified by viſtble compliance with 
be ungracious Humors. | | x 

+ Such proceeding is. built on divers very fallacious, abſurd, and inconſi- 
lent grounds or pretences ; whereby Men egregioully do abuſe themſelves, 
ud would impoſe on others; namely, theſe, and the like : 

They would not by a fair ſhew and ſemblance of Piety give cauſe to 
k taken for Hypocrites ; whereas by diſſembling their Conſcience, and 
keming to have no fear of God before their Eyes, they incur an Hypocriſie, 
to els criminal in Nature, but far more dangerous in conſequence, than 
$that which they pretend to decline. | 

They would not be apprehended Vain-glorious for affeCting to ſerve 
God in the view of Men ; whereas often at the bottom of their demeanor 
moſt wretched and worſe than Phariſaical Vain-glory doth lie; They 
brbearing the performance of their Duty merely to ſhun the cenſure, or 
0 gain the reſpect of the vileſt and vaineſt Perſons. 

They would be deemed exceedingly honeſt and ſincere, becauſe forſooth 
ul their Piety is cordial, pure, and void of ſiniſter regards to popular 
llleem ; whereas partial Integrity is groſs Noriſenſe ; whereas no pretence 
an be more vain, than that we hold a faithful Friend{hip, or hearty re- 

tor God, whom we openly diſclaim, or diſregard ; whereas alfo it is 


alily diſcernible, that although their Piery is not, yet their Impiety is . 


Popular, and affected to ingratiate with Men. 
They 


dure their- fin as Sodom; Piety and Vertue are become pitifully baſhful ; If 3. 93 


Provide things honeſt is.the ſight of all. Men. Vol 


Tſa. 65. 3» 
Jer. 6. 17. 


8. 12+ 


2 Cor. 0. 21. 


*AwPmole 
Phil: 2. 15. 
"AvtyxAnleh. 
Col. 1: 22, 
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They would be taken for Men of brave, courageous, and maſculine 
Spirits, exalted above the weakneſſes of Superſtition and Scrupuloſiy . 
whereas indeed out of the baſeſt Cowardiſe, and a dread to offend forry 
People, they have not a Heart to a& according to their Duty, their Judg- 
ment, their beſt Intereſt. Se. 

They would ſeem very-modeſt in concealing their Vertue ; while yet 
they are moſt impudent in diſcloſing their want of Conſcience; while 
they; are ;{o preſumptuous toward God, as to provoke him to his fate. by 
their tyf-bedtence ; while they are not aſhamed to wrong and ſcandalize 
their Brethren by their ill behaviour. | 


They would not be uncivil or diſcourteous m thwarting the Mind ang - 


pleaſure of their Company ; as if in the mean time they might be moſt 
rude toward God in affronting his Will and Authority ; as if any rule of 
Civility could oblige a Man to forfeit his Salvation ; as if it were not rather 


moſt cruel Diſcourteſie, and barbarous Inhumanity to countenance or en. 


courage any Man in Courſes tending to his Ruine. | 

They would not be ſingular and uncouth-in diſcoſting from the com: 
mon road, or faſhion of Men ; As if it were better to leave the common 
Duty, than the common Faults of Men; as if Wiſdom and Vertue were 
ever the moſt vulgar things; as if the way to Heaven were the broadeſt 
and the moſt beaten way; as if Rarity ſhould abate the price of good 
things; asif Conſpiracy in Rebellion againſt God might juſtifie or excuſe the 
Fat; asif it were adviſeable to march to Hell in a troop, or comfortable to 
lie there for ever among the damned Crew of aſſociates in Wickednefs, 

They cannot endure to be accounted Zealots or Bzgots in Religion; As 
if a Man. could love or fear God too much ; or be over-faithful and;care- 
ful in ſerving him; As if to be moſt earneſt and ſolicitous (not in pro- 
moting our own Fancies, but) in diſcharging our plain Duties coal be 
juſtly. reptofichable ; or were not indeed highly commendable. 

Theſe things I may hereafter fully declare ; in the mean time it is ma- 
nifeſt that ſuch a practice is extreamly prejudicial to Religion and Good- 
neſs ; ſo that it may be very uſeful to employ our Meditations upon this 
Text of the Apoſtle, which direly doth oppoſe and prohibtt it. + 

The ſame 7ext he otherwhere by his Second Epiſtle to the Corinthians) 
doth repeat, in the ſame terms ( only inſerting x Clauſe more fully ex- 
plaining his ſenſe) backing his Precept with his own Example; for, We 

ſaith he there.) did ſo manage the buſineſs of collecting and diſpenſing 
Alms, as to avoid that any Man ſhould blame us in this abundance, which s 
adminiſtred by us ; providing for honeſt things, not only in the fight of the 
Lard, but in the fight of Men. | 


| The words do imply a Precept of very large extent, and touching a 


great part of our Duty ; even all thereof which is publick and viſible; 
tor which we are accomptable to the World, whereof Man can take any 
cogniſance ; which concerneth all our Speech and Converſation, all our 


Dealing and Commerce, all our deportment relating to humane Society, 


civil or ſpiritual. 

I ſhall firſt a little conſider its meaning and deſign ; then I ſhall propoſe 
Reaſons and Inducements to its obſervance; -then I ſhall declare the Folly 
of thoſe Principles and Pretences which obſtruct that obſervance. 


I. The meaning of it is, that we ſhould have a ſpecial care of our ex- 
ternal Demeanor and Converfation, which cometh under the view and 
obſervation of Men ; that it be exempted from any Offence or Blame, yea, 
that it be comely and commendable. Th 
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_ XXXII. Provide Things Honeſt in the S izht of all Men. 


.-The Terms, in which it is expreſſed, are notably emphatical : We are 


tirected =egroav, to provide, to uſe a Providence and Forecaſt in the Caſe : 


Fer we undertake any Deſign, we ſhould deliberate with our felves, 'and 
ronfider on what Theatre we ſhall a, what Perſons. will be SpeQtors, 
what Conceits our Practice may raiſe in them, -and what :Influence proba- 
bly it will have on them. We ſhould not ruſh on into the publick view, 
with 2 precipitant Raſhneſs, or blind Negligence, or contemptuous Diſre- 
ord, *not caring who ſtandeth in our way, who marketh. what we do, 
what Conſequence our Proceeding may have on the ſcore of its being pub- 
tek and 'viſible : We ſhould adviſe before-hand, lay our Buſineſs, and on 


' kt Purpoſe order our Behaviour with a regard to thoſe, to whoſe Sight 


1nd Notice we expoſe it ; foreſeeing how-our Actions may affect or incline 
them. So we muſt provide; what Things ? xzgA«, Things fair and hand- 
ſome ; Things not only good, innocent, - and inoffenſfive to the fight of 
Men ; but goodly, pleaſant, and acceptable to well-diſpoſed Beholders ; 
fich as our Apoſtle doth otherwhere recomfWend, when he chargeth us 
toregard, Gor area, whatever things:are venerable, Gon, wego pn 
ever things are lovely, Gn wing, whatever things are of good report, « 


ted by God, which yet may ſerve to adorht Religion; but it cannot detract 
wy" thing from what God ' hath cqmmanded : It doth comprehend all 
Inſtances of Piety and Vertue, practicable before Men ; it certainly doth 
aclude all commiſſion of Sin, and omiſſion of Duty ; for that nothing can 
te fair or handſome, which is ugly in God's ſight, which doth not ſuit to 
bis Holy Will. FINE, 
«Such things we muſt provide, c»wmoy mrvlwv vyYpumuy, before. all; Men; 
wt only betore ſome Men; to whom we. bear a particular. reſpe, of 
vhom we ſtand in awe, upon whom we have a deſign; but univerſally 
efore all Men ; as having a: due conſideration of all thoſe, upon whom 
drDeportment may have influence; not deſpiſing or diſregarding the ob- 
krvation of the meaneſt or moſt inconſiderable Perfon whatever, 

But in this Practice, to avoid Miſapprehenfions, we muſt diſtinguiſh ; 
br it is not required, that we ſhould: do all things openly, nor intend- 
&« that we ſhould do any thing vainly-; but that we ſhould at con- 
lantly according to the Nature and Reaſon of things, with upright and 
fire Intention : The Apog/e doth not: mean, that in our Practice we ſhould 


i hrawv@. —— whatever things are laudable > and when he doth exhort us 
towalk cuamurus, handſomly and decently, in a comely Garb and Faſhion g,, ,, . 
of Life : This may add an Obligation to ſome things not direRly preſcri- i Theſ, 4.12. 
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, what- phil, 4.8. 


rlemble the Phariſees, whom Qur Lord reproveth for doing their Alms be- wa. «, yy 
fre Men, for loving to pray ſtanding in the Synagogues, for doing all their Mars. 23. 5; 


Works to be ſeen of Men ; performing thoſe Acts of Piety openly 7# the Cor- 
*rs of the Street, Which ſhould have been done ſecretly 7» the Cloſet ; and 
bdoing them out of Vanity, and ambitious Deſign, to procure the good 
Opinion and Praiſe of Men: He doth not intend, that, we ſhould altume 
tformal Garb of ſingular Vertue ; that'we ſhould aim to ſeem better 
tan we are, counterfeiting any point of Religion, 'or Vertue ; that we 
hould affe@-ro appear even as good as we are, expoling all our Piety to 


Wmmon view : That we ſhould found a Trumpet before us, making an yr < .. 


Mentation of any good Deeds, catching at Reputation, or Applaule for 
lem ; that we ſhould do any commendable thing chiefly to obtain the good 
Vpinion of the World, or to eſcape its Cenſure ; infinitely far it was trom 
ae 4pote's Intention, that we ſhould be like thoſe whited Sepulchers, which 
Wear beautiful outward, but are: within full of dead mens Bones and al Un- 
Weanneſs ; that is, like thoſe Phariſees, who did outwardly appear Righteous, 
ut within were full of Hypocrifie and Iniquity : No Rr In 


Mart, 2 3. 27; 


28, 
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In ſome Caſes we muſt be reſerved, and keep our Vertue cloſe tour 


ſelves ; and.ever under a fair Shew there mult be a real Subſtance of Gor 


together with an honeſt intention of Heart ; a'good Conſcience muſt 41. - 


ways-lie at the bottom of a good Converſation; the outfide muſt be good 
but the beſt ſide mult ber inward ; we muſt endeavour to ſanifie our Life 
and Converſation, but we ' muſt efpecially labour to purifie our Hearts and 
Aﬀteciong 71195 775 000 E991: 117. 10-42] V3 WORM - oir1cr 1 ohh 
Join the Precept with others'duly limiting it; and it dotly import, that 
with pure Sincerity, and unaffefted Simplicity (void of any. finiſter;'0r 
ſordid Deſign) we ſhould 'inall Places, upon all Occaſions, wall Matter 


carefully diſcharge that part of: our: Duty which is publick, according+t 


its Nature, Seaſon, ard Exigency, that is publickly :; not abſtaining (fron 


the praQtice of thoſe good Deeds, which cannot-otherwiſe than openly he | 
welf performed ; 'or the conſpicuous performance whereof is abſolutely 


needtul in regard toGod's Lawand the fatisfa&tion of our Conſcience," is 
plainly ſerviceable to the GlBry of God, is very conducible to the Edificati- 
on of our Neighbour, -or which'may be uſeful to 'good Purpoſes -concur- 
rent with thoſe principal Ends:* We ſhould, as:good Trees, from a deep rogt 


of true Piety, in due ſeaſon naturally, as it were: ſhoot forth good. Fruits, | 
not only pleaſant to the ſight, - but ſavoury to the taſte, and wholſomefor 


uſe; asSt. Paul, who, as he faith of himſelf, that he did provide things ho- 
neſt in the ſight of all men, ſo he-alſo doth affirm, that! his Rejoicing was' this, 


the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, that 'in Simplicity and godly Sincerity-=- he had 


his Converſation in the World. 


There are indeed ſome Duties; or Works of 'Piety: and Vertue; the Na- | 


ture whereof directeth, that inthe practice of them we ſhould be: reſer- 
ved ; ſuch as thoſe wherein the World is not immediately concerned, 


and-which may with beſt advantage be tranſacted between God and our 


own Souls ; as private Devotion, meditation on God's Word and Will, 
the diſcuflion of our Conſciences; voluntary: Exerciſes of Penitence, and 
the like ; ſuch alſo be thoſe, wherein the intervention or notice of few 
Perſons is required ; *as Deeds of particular Charity in diſpenſing Als, 
good Advice, friendly Reproof ; the which ſort of Duties our Lord hath 


taught us to perform 7» ſecret,” or as cloſely as we may ; ſtudiouſly »keep- | 


ing our Obſervance of them from the Eyes of Men ; thereby aſſuring our 
Sincerity to our ſelves, and guarding our Practice from any Taint of Va- 
nity, or Suſpicion of Hypocriſie 3; asalſo in ſome Caſes avoiding to cauſe 
Prejudice or Offence to our Neighbours: Take heed (faith our Lord) 
that ye do not your Alms before 'Men ;and Thou when thou prayeſt, enter m- 
to thy Cloſet ; and Thou when - thou faſteſt, anoint thine Head , and waſh 
thy Face, that thou appear not unto Men to faſt; and, If thy Bre- 
ther ſpall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his Fault between thee and 
him alone. | | 


But there are divers other Duties, the diſcharge whereof neceſlarily 
is notorious and viſible ; the Publick being the Stage on which they are 


to be acted ; the tranſaction of them demanding the entercourle of 


many Perſons, who are the ObjeQs or Inſtruments of them , or are 
ſomewiſe concerned in them : Such is that negative Duty, of a general Na- 
ture, and vaſt Comprehenſion, which we may'call Innocence : that 154 t0- 
tal abſtinence from Sin, or forbearance to tranſgreſs any divine Command; 
which is a part of Job's Charater, That Man was perfett and upright, one 
that feared God, and eſchewed Evil; the which Duty bieng| to be practiſed 


| at all times in every place, cannot avoid being obſervable. ' 


Such 
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'Serm. KXXII, Provide Things Honeſt in the Sight of all Men, 
Such are alſo divers poſitive Duties; for ſuch is the Profeſſion of our 
Faith in God, and acknowledgment of his heavenly Truth, revealed in the 

"Goſpel of our bleſſed Saviour; which is ſtiled confeſing our Lord before Mey, Rom. 10. 16: 
nd is (asSt. Paul telleth us) indifpenſably requiſite-to Salvation. | 

- Such 1s joining in that publick Adoration, whereby the Honour and Au-- © 
thority of God are upheld in the World, with ſeemly Expreſſions of Re- va. gg 5 
yerence ; the which is to be performed ſolemnly, and (as the Holy Pſalmiſt 132: 7. 
\haketh) in the midſt of the Congregation. X Pſal. 22: 22, 
 Snch is Zeal in vindication of God's Honour, when occaſion requireth, 
fom blaſphemous Aſperſion, or from ſcandalous Offences againſt it. 

* Suchare Juſtice, Equity, Fidelity,and Ingenuity in our Dealings ; Meckneſs, 
Gentleneſs, Patience,Kindneſs, and Courtefiein our Converſe ; Peaceableneſs 
pour Carriage, and charitable Beneficence ; the ObjeQs whereof are moſt 
gneral, according to thoſe 4poſtolical Precepts, That ours Moderation (or Phil. 4. 5; 

(ur Equity and Ingenuity) be known unto af] Men ; that we: ſhew all Meek- i= 3. 2+ 

fs to all Men; that we muſt not ſtrive ; but be gentle unto all Mew; that we The $1, 
patient toward all Men ; that we purſue Peace with all Men ; that As we Heb. 12. 14. 
bave opportunity we ſhould do good unto all Men ; ſhould abound in Love one to- wh; oobagg 
wards another, and towards at] Men ; ſhould ever follow that which good both 1 Thef, 3.12. 
ang our ſelves, and to all Men; ſhould liberally diſtribute to the Saints, Soap 5-Is- 
ado all. Men; in performing which ſo general Dutjes, how can a Man paſs BO IP 
aoguito, how can he fo deal with all Men indifcernibly > _ | 
-*Such are likewiſe Gravity.and Modeſty in our Behaviour ; Sweetneſs, So» 

\emeſs, Aptneſs to profit and'edifie the Hearers in our Diſcourſe ; Modera- 

ton and 'Temperance in our corporeal Enjoyments : Induſtry in- our Buſi- 

i and the Works of our Calling, integrity in the Management of any 
(ice or Truſt committed to us; a conſtant PraQtice of 'which'Vertues 1s 2 Tim, 4. 12; 
(ot-only injoined to us as our particular Duty, but for publick Example. T*2 4 7. 
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"Such are ſeaſonable defence of the Truth, and oppoſing of Error ; the 


Ou Nv 3b #ans Hour vga mold, 
25. x45 Aav Seve Baan), os egt- 
mis widutis. Chryl. in Matt. 5; 16. 


4 miſericirdie, afſefius charitatic, 
ſanftitas pietatis | incorruptio caftitatis, mo-« 
deſtia ſobrietatis, ſemper hac tenenda ſunt ; 

. five ckmin publico ſums, five clun in dome 3 

ſive ante bomines, five in cubiculo z five 
| pes, five tacentes, Aug. in Ep. 1. Joh. 
. 8. | : 


—— non cum fama ſed cn reram nature 
deliberandum e ft. Sen; Ep. 81, 


Si times ſpe- 
Fatores XZ. 
bebic imitato- 
om res; debes ergd 
Facere, ut videaris, nan ibi debet eſſe finis gaudii tui, non ibi terminus latitie tus, ut putes te torum - 
um conſecutum eſſe boni operis, cium viſus fueris atque laudatus, Ibid, | | 


Rr 2 " ſelves 


+ 


————_— 


- ſelves to bave obtained the whole fruit of a good work, when we bavel Pena 
and commended : No, whatever we do, - weſhould (as the Apoſtle 


z 


ireQcth) 


do it, as the Servants of Chriſt, doing the Will of God from the Heart , doing. 1 
Eph. 6.6. #t heartily as to the\Lord, and not unto Men ; knowing, that of the Lord we 


_ Cal. 3.23, 24- ſhall receive the reward of the Inheritance. 


Yet nothing in the mean time ſhould hinder us from performing ſuch 
neceſſary Duties ; ſtrictly and exaRly, with our moſt diligent Care and Em 


deavour, even in that Light, which their Nature doth carry 1 it. 


How much ſoever of our Vertue or Piety out of Humility, or M ix | 


we may conceal ; yet we muſt be careful of diſcovering any Vice arlr 


religion; either by notoriouſly committing any thing forbidden by- God, . | 


erg 


or omitting any thing commanded by him. ; 
This we ſhould not do upon any Terms, upon any Pretence wh 


$4 
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308 CO, Provide Things Honeſt in the Sight of all Men. Vol. ut, * 
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No wicked Faſhion ſhould engage us, no bad Example ſhould inveagleys, 
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\ no Favour of. Men ſhould allure us, no Terror ſhould ſcare us theretog we 
ſhould not out of Fear, out of Shame, out of Complaiſance, outof affected 


Prudence, or politick Deſign ; out of deference to the Quality, Dign y .or © 
Authority of any Perſon ; out of regard to any Man's Deſire, or Plealures 


We ſhould not to decline Offence, Envy, Blame, Reproach, Ill-treatment,or 
upon any ſuch Accompt, comply in any finful Practice, . wave: any,,Nuty 


negle@ any Seaſon of . performing a good Deed, whereby. we ma; wh MW, 


God, or edifice our Neighbour, or promote the welfare of our own Soul... 


| To ſuch a Pradtice, according tothe intent of St. Pau!s Injundtipgyye 


are obliged; and thereto. we may be induced byfdivers Conſiderations; par- 


ticularly. by. thoſe which we ſhall now propoſe. . 


e may conſider, that the Publick is the proper, natural, and du 


, ſic, ſene- boldly. every-where, it ſhould expoſe it ſelf to open view, thatitn 14y re 
quitie rene-  CEive from: rational. "Creatures its due Approbation, ReſpeR and Praiſe; 1 
Sen. £2, 27, Dy publickneſs is advanced, and the more it doth appear, the-more beauy 


ful, the more pleaſant, the. more uſeful it is ; yielding the fairer Luſln the 


greater Influence, the better Efles ; thereby diffuſing and propagating it 
ſelf, becoming exemplary, inſtruiveand admonitive ; drawing Loversand 


Admirers.'to it ;. exciting and encouraging Men to embrace it « wheretore 


it is very abſurd that it ſhould ſculk or ineak; it.is a great damage to. the 
Publick, that it hould retire from common notice. "OR 


By 5 On' the other hand, .it is proper for Wickedneſs never to appear, or. to 
Onne mala thew -its Head in view ; it ſhould be confined to Darkneſs and Solitude, ute - 


pu poi der guard of its natural Keepers, Shame and Fear; it ſhould be exterminated 


"a prod = Place of Goognels : It ſhould dwell in the Light, it ſhould walk rec. 


ar perf. from all Converſation among rational Creatures, and baniſhed to the infer- 


6it. Ter, nal Shades : Publickneſs doth augment and aggravate it ; the-more it.is (een, 
; edi the more ugly, the more loathſome, the. more noxious it is; its 0dijous 


IF Shape being diſcloſed, its noiſome Steams being diſperſed, its peſtilent Et- 7 


feas being conveyed thereby. 


Rom. 13.12 Wherefore to\{mother Vertue (that fair Child of Light) in privacy, and. 


Eph. 5-11. to vent Sin (the works of darkneſs) openly, is quite to tranſplace things out 
of their natural Situation and. Order ; according to, which we are-taught 


John 3. 2x, by our Lord, that, He that doth truth: cometh to the Light, that hu Deeds 


Eph. 5. 13. may be manifeſt ; and by St. Paul, that Every. ove, who doth evil, hateth the 


light, neither cometh be to the light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved ; $0. 
deed it is, | and will be, where Conſcience retaineth its due Sway and Force; ' 


were a due Reſpect and Reyerence are preſerved for Goodneſs, 1+) 
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Sm. XXX, | Provide Things Hieſt n the Sight of all Men, 


[42n-unnatural- Abuſe, the which may well be prevented : There can be 
"no Danger of acting any good moſt evidently, if we do withal act ſincere- 
yy, having purified our Hearts from diſhoneſt Intention, and from am- 
*fitious Vanity ; the fear of which ſhould not wholly drive Vertue under the 
Fatclies, and bring Vice upon the Stage. But, | 
2, 'We ſhould conſider, that we cannot really, in any competent or to- 
*krable meaſure be good Men, without approving our ſelves fuch in our 
Converſation before Men. _ II 
Whatever may be pretended, it commonly doth happen, and it ever is to 
efuſpected that the inviſible Piety, which is not aceompanied with viſible 
gnſcientiouſneſs, is falſe, or is no Piety at all ; or that they who have lit- 
te Care and Conſcience to ſerve God publickly, have much leſs to ſerve 


$5 SESSE I; oe Boe ® EEE 
* 202 7 Fg EF 
+ l + 
Px 


COTE 


PR Ee . 


wys, will hardly maintain a careful Watch over their Hearts ; for the ſame 
auſes (be it profane Infidelity, or looſeneſs of Principles, or ſupine Incogi- 
wey, or Sloth, or Stupidity) which diſpoſe them*to diſregard God and 
is Laws before the World, more effeually will incline them to negle&t 
God, and rorget their Duty by themſelves, where beſide their own Conſci- 
ace, there is no Witneſs, no Judge, no Cenſor to encourage, or reproach 
them : But admit ir poſlible, and put caſe, that ſometimes the Heart and 
Converſation may not run parallel; that a Manmay better govern his in- 
arour Thoughts and Aﬀedtions, than he doth. manage hisexteriour Beha- 
your and Actions, that a Man ſecretly may cleaye to God, although he 
meth openly to-deſert him, ; yet this will not ſuffice to conſtitute, or de- 
nominate a good Man ; becauſe much of Goodneſs, as we have ſhewed, even 
ſie nobler half thereof (that part whereby God is moſt glorifiedz/ and 
whereby the World is moſt benefitted) doth lie in open and viſible Practice ; 


We ES as 


mlme, which is deficient 1n ſo great a part, - "Po: tig-* 

*&s there can be no fair pretence to Goodneſs, where ſo little thereof is 
wnſpicuous; ſo there can be-no real Integritythereof, where ſomuch of 
[Jury 1s wanting, | 7 | RA Teh; To 
'*Our Lord hath taught us, that Every Trees known by its Fruit ; and, 
James faith, that Faith i ſhewed by Works; and fo it 'is, that a Man 
an hardly be good in any reafonable degree without appearing fuch; Im- 
ety may, but Piety cannot be quite-concealed:: As Gold may be coun- 
tafeited for all is not Gold that gliſtereth) yer! true Gold always doth look 
the Gold; ſo although bad Men ſometimes may ſeem;good, yet good Men 
&r dmuſt ſeem ſich, appearing in their own;native Temper and Luſtre.” 


— Asthat any Good cometh from deteQtion of Sin, is an accidental Advan- 
| pe; fo that any Miſchief doth ever follow the Manifeſtation of Vertue, 


im-privately ; or that ſuch as betray a ſcandalous Negligence of their . 


that Vertue therefore muſt be very imperfect, that Obedience muſt be ve- Jam; 2, 16: * 


Luke 6. 44: 
Jam. 2. 18- 


* Goodneſs cannot be diſguiſed in the ſhape of Evil, becauſe Simplicity | 


[ad Innocence are efſential:Ingredients of it ; any \mixture of notorious 
[0,-any viſible negle& of Duty aſſuring (yea formerly making) a want 
it, or a real Detect therein :. It may be daubed with' falſe Aſperfions, it 
[May be dimmed by the Breath of unjuſt, and uncharitable Cenfures ; but 
Viping them off; its natural Hue certainly will appear.” KID 

=Wherefore if. we would fatisfie'our ſelves in-our own Conſciences, or ju- 


[Rf our ſelves to others, that weare truly good, we muſt (withont Par- 


Mlity,or diſtinguiſhing between publick and private) like the Holy P/almif, 


Rave reſpet unto all God's Commandments ;' we, like Zachary 'and Elizabeth, 


(Numb. 15. 
39» 40. 


vial. 119, 6, 


Luke 1.6. 


muſt walk i» all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord, Hamelefs; We rug nine 
buſt, like David, accompliſh God's Will ; we mult obſerve St. Paul's Rule, to wAiuare 


Whain, xz marry; adss mwps, from both every kind off evil, aud every bad 
WW PPearaxce, But farther, | | 3+ 


AQs 13-22, 


1 Thell. 5.23, _.. 


Provide Things Honeſt in the Sight of all Mn, Vol. Uh 


| 3. A great care of our good Behaviour before Men is neceſſary in 
to Almighty God ; whoſe juſt Intereſt is preſerved, whoſe dye —— 
payed, whoſe Honour is promoted thereby ; the ſame being greatly Pre- 
judiced and impaired by the contrary defailance. : 
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So may we really glorifie God ; and otherwiſe than by -open Pratice W" 
we cannot do it ; for Glory doth require a publick Stage; it hs” 


| Ornament to be commended by ill Men, 
' due, little truſt canbegiven. | 


ould Lehold, glorifie God in the day of viſitation, (that is perhaps, when they 


lan by the perſuaſive Efficacy of their Doarine: and, a this (faith 'our 


/ 


Serm. KXXII. Provide Things Honeſt in the Sight of. all Men. == 
as Seneca (aith) the conſent of many worthy Perſons = : ; 7 : e275 
Suricg their Eſteem ; it being, as Cirerodefineth it, |, Ghv;a confenſur; wiitarum IN 


the agreemy Praiſe of good Men, with an zncorrupted Conſentire in hoc plyres inſignes & pre- 


% 


rate, judging well of an excellent Vertue,, - _ —_ we atbent, ut clariras fit, Sen.. 
-Gloria eft conſent igns laus bonorum © in | \corrupta voce bens \Jadicantium ge. exceilente . virture; . Cic, 3. Tuſe 


nelyia eſt frequens de aliqua fama cum lavde, Cic. de Inv. 2. 39. 


_ Wherefore toward our being enabled to glorifie God, two things/'niaſt 
concur; that we be good Men, and thatwe be openly ſuch; 2150 
© That we be good Men, becaufe otherwiſe our Commendation wilthave 
no. worth, or weight ; for Praiſe is not ig in the mouth of Simers :-16 18 10 wor bf þpctls 
to whoſe Words little Tegard -18/« !aw in oe 
[.t WH Parrit Tr  groid Peccaturie. 


= be & 1 4 bats Fe _t? | Fr 5 +; , 4 Eccl $ I5. 0 
.That we be good openly, avowing God in Praftice conducing 'to-his baths 


Honour : otherwiſe no Glory can accrue to him from our Goodneſs * 'We 


may ſerve God, and pleaſe him in private ; but we cannot by that 'Ser- 

vice glorifie him ; at leaſt at preſent and here in this World:'It'is tru& the 

doſeſt Piety will yield Glory to God at the laſt, whey our Lord ſhall come , Then ; ; > 
tobe glorified in his Saints, and admired in them that believe; but to deſign WL. 
ſuch a future Glorification of God 1s not enough ; it is onr Duty to gloritie 

God now, - that we may be rewarded for-it, and thathe may requite us 

with Glory .hereafter. - | 2.36 e 

God himſelf tellethus in the Pſalm, Whoſo offereth Praiſe, be glorifieth Pat; ;0. 15; 


mw, And how can Praiſe be offered, or to what purpoſe will it be-offered 


atherwiſe than apparently, either in Word' or Deed, by oral or by real 
Expreſſion, to the Ears,. or to the Eyes of Men, fo as to occaſion in them 
he Production of worthy Conceptions and due Aﬀections towards God ? In 
fuch a manner the holy Man did .ofter it, who faid; I will declare thy 'Name pal. 22. 22. 
wo my Brethren, in the midſt of the Congregation I will 'praiſe thee ;'[ will Pal. 111. 1. 
raiſe the Lord with my whole Heart, i» the Aſſembly of the Upright, and in On. = 
the Congregation; He did it ſometimes with his. Mouth, which-1s a notable 

nart of our Converſation ; but we may do it conti- - 24007 

matly by our Life ; for, Ze (faith St. Auſtin) who = Deum ani) ages, non ſemper 
praiſeth God with his Tongue, cannot do that always ; but nb Nh * Ey. 16 qa ſemper 
it that. praiſeth God by his Manners can always do it. We Ty 


o 


£S os * 


| This Motive is by the great Maſters of our Chriftian Practice ſrequent- 
f urged ; for | AE, G HOG DOT 1 awe 
Saint Paul wiſheth the Philippians to be filled with the fruits. of Righteouſ-.pry, ,. 1 © 
wr, which are by Feſus Chriſt, unto the praiſe and glory of God; He: pray- 

for the Theſſalonians, that God would fulfil all the good pleaſure of © his 2 Theſl. 1, 


odneſs, and the work of faith with power, that the name of our. Lord Jeſus "'>— 


Griſt might be glorified in them: He particularly doth incite the Corinthi- , c,. TOO 
a5to Works of Charity, that by that miniſtration Men might be induced to 13. © * 
{orifie God, rendring him thankful Praiſe for their beneficial Obedience. 


It. Peter likewiſe doth exhort all Chriſtians to have their Converſation i per. ,, ; +. 


loneſt among the Gentiles, that they might by their good Works, which they PH 
6317 $0715» 
arefully do view, and refle& on them. ) 


; Our Lord himſelf thus chargeth his Diſciples, Let your Light ſo ſeine be- Matt. 5. 16: 
fre Men, that they may ſee your good Works, and glorify your Father which is 


Heaven ; they.did obſerve his Command, and the Etiect did follow; ma- Chryſ. 


ly being converted to God nolels by the radiant Integrity of their Late, 


bn 15. 8; 
brd again) is my Father glorified, if ye bear much Fruit ?\ what Fruit wa fre 


that 2? 


© Provide Things Hmeſt im the Sight of all Min.” Vol: mt 


| that 2 what but of good Works viſible to the Eye, and perceptible to the 
, taſte; otherwiſe how could Men thence find Cauſe to glorifie God > : 
© - In fine, thisis declared to be the peculiar Deſign of our Religion, or-of 
7 Pet, 2.9. the whole Chriſtian Inſtitution ; to this end 'we are made-a choſen Graiea, 
tion, a royal Prieſthood, a holy Nation, a peculiar People, thakywe ſhould ſhe 
forth the Praiſes (or Vertues) of him, who hath called us out of Darkneſs ty 
his marvellous Light ; not only by our Profeſſion, but in our Practice. de. 
claring his Goodneſs Na p24 pal h Ms 
On the other hand, by ſtifling. our Vertue and Conſcience, in an open 
compliance with Sin, or neglect of our Duty, we greatly ſhall diſhonoyr 
Tit. 1. 16- . God ; for thereby. meffe&t we deny him, and deſert him ; we injure his Ma- 
jeſty,. and diſclaim.our Allegiance to him ; we intimate our mean Opinion of 
him, and ſmall Aﬀedtion to him ; we betray our want of Reverence to his 
Excellency, of Dread to his Greatneſs, of Love to his Goodneſs; of Hopein 
his Promiſes, and gracious Overtures of Mercy ; of Fear in regard to his 
ſevere Juſtice and fierce Menaces : ſo immediately we.diſhonour him, and 
we thereby alſo do countenance Diſreſpect and Diſobedience to him': And 
our Behaviour.tendetly to proauce, or to confirm the like irreligious Diſpy 
ſitions of Mind, and impious Practices 1n others ; ſo that with hob 
Diſengenuity we croſs the Deſign of our Creation, and violate our greateſt 
Obligations toward: our Maker. EF 
Indeed what greater Affront, or more heinous Indignity can we offer to 
Tit. 1. 16. God, than openly before the World, bythe moſt real Expreſſions of our Wark, 
to deny.and diſown him ; than to be notoriouſly aſhamed, or afraid toavow 
him for out Lord and Maſter; than to expreſs no Senſe of our Duty to him, 
no Reverence of his Authority, no Gratitude for his Benefits to us; than 
viſibly to prefer any other Conſideration or -worldly Advantage before a' 
Regard to his Will and Pleaſure? | | 
In this open Sin'doth outgoprivate Wickedneſs, and putteth down even 
the worſt Hypocrifie (beſide its own.) that it not only offendeth God, but 
ſorely woundeth his Honour, and expoſeth his glorious Name to Contempt ; - 
by which Conſideration ſuch Miſcarriages are frequently aggravated in 
Holy Scripture : .So in the Prophets God complaineth of his People, for 
| having by their ſcandalous Crimes profaned his holy Name among the Hea- 
Ezek. 36, Zhen: SoSt. Paul expoſtulateth with the Jew, Thou that boaſteſt of the Law, 
U—— throughbreaking the Law difhonoureſt thou God ? ſo Nathan told David, that 
 Rom:2. 23+ 30d Would puniſh him, becauſe by his bad Deed he had given great occaſion 
2 Sam. 12,14. to the Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme. But. k 
4: Weſhould be careful of our good Behaviour in the ſight of Men, MW: 
that we may thereby maintain the Dignity and Repute of our Chriſtian it 
Profeſſion, which by our naughty or negligent Demeanour will be much dif P 
paraged and diſgraced. | 
Moſt evident it is to Reaſon, that a viſible Practice, conformable to 
the Rules of our Religion, cannot otherwiſe than exceedingly commend 
and grace it; for how can the goodneſs of a Rule more ſurely obtain 1ts 
due Commendation, than from its being applied to obſervable Practice and R 
R Experience. i bs 
Afſuredly Charity, Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, Sobriety, Diſcretion, ba 
and all Chriſtian Vertues, as in themſeves they are very amiable and vene- 
rable to all Men,as they yield great Benefit and much Pleaſure to thoſe whom | 
their Conſequences do touch ; ſo they do ingratiate the Law which preſert- 
| beth them, they bring Eſteem to the Principles, whence they are derived ; 
Rom, 14; 18, Zde (as the Apoſtle faith) that in theſe 1hings ſerveth Chriſt, i both accepra- 


Ble to God, and approvedof Men, as the Followerof a moſt excellent le ® 
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BB We may allo conſider, that a conſpicuous Practice, according to our 
"Religion, is a demonſtfative Proof, that we do ſeriouſly and firmly em- 
brace it, or that we,are heartily and ſteadily perſuaded of its Truth ; which 
- is no {mall credit to any Profeſſion, arguing that it hath a good foundati- 
- 08 in Reaſon, apt to bottom and ſuſtain a ſolid Faith. 
' And as thereby we pregnantly do evidenct, that we our ſelves do high- 
ly value the noble Privileges, the excellent Promiſes, the precious Rewards 
exhibited in the Goſpel ; ſo we thereby do breed a like eſteem in others ; 
upon whom the authority of Men apparently Vertuous and Conſcientious 
infallibly will have a forcible influence. -. fy 
Such a Practice will have a great ſtroke toward evincing the truth and 
reality, the perte excellency, the notable ſtrength .and efficacy of our 
Religion ; plainly ſhewing, that it is not a meer Name, an idle Pretence, 
a weak Fancy, a dry Speculation, a chimzrical Dream ; but a vigorous and 
maſculine Principle, able to produce moſt worthy Fruits of ſubſtantial 
Goodneſs, profitable to Men; conducible to our own welfare, and to the 
benefit of others. 
-As gallant Actions, becoming a noble Rank, elevated above the vulgar 
kvel, do illuſtrate and dignify Nobility it (elf ; ſo doth a worthy Conve- 
ſation, beſeeming our high Station in the heavenly Kingdom, our near 
Aliances to God, thoſe ſplendid Titles and glorious Privileges aligned to 
every faithful Chriſtian in the Evangelical Charter, render our State admi- 
nble, and make it ſeem an excellent advantage to be a Chriſtian. 
. Hence in the Apo/olical Writings'an obſervance of the Evangelical Laws 
is ſo much and often enforced by this Conſideration ; for upon this ac- 


count we are exhorted to a careful diſcharge of our Duty, that we may Tit. 2. 10, 
adorn the doftrine of God our Saviour in all things; We are urged to have our Phil, r. 27. 
Comverſation worthy of th@Goſpel ; to walk worthy of the Vocation, wherewith Eph. 4. 1. 
we are called, to behave our ſelves as worthily becometh Saints ( that: is, Eph. g. 3 


Perſons inſtiruted in ſo Holy a Religion, and deſigned to ſo peculiar excel- *m- 16: 2. 
kncy in Vertue ) to walk .as Children of the Light, that is, of Truth and Eph. 5. 9. 


| 
| Knowledge revealed from Heaven ) to walk worthy of God, who hath called 1 Thell.2. 12* 


w unto his Kingdom and Glory ; worthy of the Lord, anto all well-pleafing, be- Col. 1. 10. 


ing fruitful in every good work; the which enforcements of Duty do imply 

MW: viſible Practice, producing the viſible effefts of Ornament and Credit 

t to our Religion, recommendiog it ro the Minds and Conſciences of Men, 
.Contrariwiſe, the defect of good Converſation before Men in Chriſtians, 
$ upon divers accounts diſgraceful to our Religion. For, | 


1 - It tempteth Men to judge, that we our ſelves do not heartily believe 

n ts Truth, or value its Worth ; That we do not ap- ns 

(. prove its Doctrine for reaſonable, or take its advan- Bo NN aogzagt drouar, 
apes for conſiderable ; or deem the'name and ſtate 1 prargdes wenrirents of orameer 

.0 o a Chriſtian -to be honourable ; ſeeing we are not Conſt. Ap. 2. 6. 

d wncerned to own them, or do not care to engage 


is WW our reputation in avowing and abetting them in that way, which doth 
1d MM iſt Ggnifie our Mind and Meaning : For Men certainly Will judge of our 
nſe, not ſo much by what we ſay, as from what wedo; not by our ver- ' 
n, MW 4 Profeilion or Pretence, but from our Practice, as the ſureſt indication 
e- BE 0 our Heart. 
m KY Wherefore when they hear us to confeſs our Faith, and ſee us act like 
ri- MI ffidels, they will be forced to eſteem us either for ſubdolous Hypocrites, or 
1; WK 'v inconſiſtent Fools ; who aſſume the name of Chriſtians, and pretend to 
a preat advantages thence, yet in effet do nor mind, or regard them ; high- 
: F commending the Rules of our Religion, but not at all obſerving them ; 
Ve | | Si greatly 


314 Provide things boneſt in the ſight of all Men. Vol.lll; 
greatly admiring the Example of our Saviour, but not caring to imitate * 
it ; deſcribing Heaven for a moſt happyplace, but not ſtriving to get thi |. 
ther, in the ſole way, which our Lord preſcribeth, of faithful and dili. 
gent obedience to his Precepts. | 

Seeing, I fay, this repugnance between our Profeſſion and our PraQtice, 

will induce Men to charge us with Hypocriſieand Folly ; and if the Profeſ- B 

ſors be taken ſor Counterfeits or Fools,: the proteſſion it felf will hardly | 


'{cape from being held Tmpoſture, or Folly. | 
Our Religion at leaſt will thence be expoſed to the Cenfſures of being 
no better than a fond Device, and a barren Notion, unpratticable, ineffe- 
tual, and inſignificant to any good purpoſe. | 
The viſible misbehaviour, I fay, of Chriſtians will aſſuredly derive ob- 
| loquy and reproach on Chriſtianity, if not as bad, yet as vain, - impo- 
tent, impertinent, and uſeleſs; eſpecially thoſe who are difaffefted to ix, 
will hence take advantage to inſult upon it with contemptuous Scorn; to 
, What, will they ſay, do your fine Rules ſerve?, What ettefts do your plo- 
rious hopes produce ? where are the fruits of that holy Faith, and heaven- 
ly Doctrine, which you ſo extol and magniiie ? | 3 | 
Whereas alſo bad Converſation commonly doth not only deprive Men 
of the Benefits which ovr Religion promiſeth, but doth carry with jt 7 
_ fruits ; Men that ſee-or teel them will be apt to impute them to 
Religion : : L 
If a Chriſtian be unjuſt, cenſorious, factious, any-wiſe offenſive or 
troubleſome, alchough Irreligion be the cauſe of ſuch things, yet Religion 
mult bear the blame, and they preſently exclaim, 6 
| Quantum religio potuit ſuadere malorum. _ = 
Whence St. Paul ({ who was a powerful Inſtructor doth impreſs Mat- 
ters of Duty by the hoſt proper Motives) doth often, and upon all ve- 
2 Cor. E.3. caſions urge this Conſideration ; He chargeth' us to give #o offence in-any 
—_— K- thing, that the Miniſtery ( or Evangelical diſpenſation) be not blamed,” or 
£ expoſed to the cenſure of any eaptious Momus ; He biddeth us to forbear 
Rom. 14.16. harſh Judgment, and all uncharitable Dealing, that or good be not 'tvil 
; ſpoken of 2 He preſleth the diſclfarge of our Guty in each Calling and Rela- 
1 Tim. 6/1 tjon, that by negle& thereof the Goſpel be not defamed ; Ler (faith he) 
us many Servants as ate under the Toke, count their own Maſters worthy of 
Tir. 2. 5, all Honour, that the Name of God, and his Dofrine be not blaſphemed ; and, 
« Tims 5. 14- Left Women be diſcreet, chaſte, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own Huſ- 
bands, that the word of God be not Llaſphemed ; and, I will that younger 
Women marry, bear Children, guide the Houſe (1o as) to give no occaſion to 
the Adverſary (that is, to Perſons difafleted to Chriſtianity) to ſpeat re- 
proachfully ( of it?) which Diſcourſe, by clear parity of Reaſon, may be 
applied to any other State, or Relation. 
Now ſeriouſly what greater Miſchief can we do, what heavier Guilt 
may we contract, than by wofking diſhonour to God's adorable Name, 
than by calling reproach on God's heavenly Truth, than by drawing 4 
ſcandal. on that holy Religion, which the Son of God came down from 
Heaven to eſtabliſh , for the glory” of God, and falvation of Mankind? 
Surely next after directly blaipheming Gvd, and defying Religion with 
Rem 2.24, Our own Mouths, the next Crime is to make others to do ſo, or in efiect 
5,45, to do it by their profane Tongues. | 
There remain divers Arguments of very great Moment, which the time 
wall cw ſuffer me to urge; and therefore I muſt referye them to another, 
occaſion. | 


SER- 
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T5ERMON XxxIH. - 


Provide things honeſt in the ſight 
of all Men. © 


ROM. XIL. 17. 
Provide things honeſt in the fight of all Men. 


Have formerly diſcourſed upon this Apoſtolical Precept ; and having 
declared the meaning of it ( briefly importing, that we ſhould have 
2 ſpecial care of our external Behaviour, coming under the view and 
obſervation of Men, that it be perfeAtly innocent and inculpable,) Idid 
propoſe divers Motives inducing to the obſervance of it ; but divers others 
of great importance the time would not allow me to urge; I ſhall there- 
fore now proceed to offer them to your Conſideration. - FEES 
Fdid then ſhew that a regard to the reaſon and nature of things, to the 
ktisfaction of our Conſcience, to the honour of God, and to the credit of 
ur Religion, did require from us a good Converſation before Men : I now 
arther add, that, | _ | 
.T, The real intereſt of Piety and Vertue do exact fuch a Converſation as 
tie moſt eftetual way of upholding, advancing, and propagating them 
mong Men. ; 5 | 
"Example is a very powerful thing either way ; both for attraction to 
Good, and ſeduction to Evil ; ſuch 1s the nature of Men; that they are 
| Woe apt to be guided by the practice of others, than by their own Reaſon, 
4nd more eaſily can write after a Copy, than by a Rule ;: that they are 
> Mione to imitate whatever they fee done, be it good or bad, convenient 
" WMWrinconvenient, profitable or hurtful, emulating the one, and aping the 
ter ; that they love to be in the faſhion, and will go any whither in 
Company, preſuming of ſupport, defence and comfort therein; that they 
WI fatisfie their Minds, 'and juſtifie theip doings by any authority, deem- 
Wot laudable or allowable, or at leaſt tolerable and excufable, for 
hich they can alledge Precedents ; judging that if they are not ſingular, 
tiey are innocent, or however not very culpable ; that hardly they will 
ndertake any thing without Countenance, whereby their Modeſty is in 
me meaſure ſecured, and Partners engaged to bear a ſhare with them in 
lt Cenſure, to which their deportment is liable. Hence a viſible good 
Converſation will have a great efficacy toward the promotion and propa- 
Ation of goodneſs ; the authority of that being adjoined to the native 
Wrth and beauty, to the rational plauſibility, to the ſenſible benefit of 
ertue, will cogently draw Men to it; it will be a clear Pattern, whereby 
lley ſhall be informed what they are obliged, and what they are able to 
form ; it will be a notable Spur ſmartly exciting them to mind and 
© Mrke their Duty; it will be a vigorous Incentive, intlaming their Gaurage, 
,. provoking an emulation to do well. | 
of ( - 26g $1.5 | The 
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Phil.2, 14; 15: 


The viſible ſuccour and countenance of many, eſpouling the Cauſe of 
Goodneſs by their Practice, will afſuredly bring it into requeſt and vogue, 
and thence into current uſe and faſhion ; ſo juſt a Cauſe cannot fail to Pro- 
ſper, having any reaſonable Forces to maintain it ; it will have great - 
iirength, great boldneſs and aſſurance, when a conſiderable Party doth 
appear engaged on its fide. | | SEES 

Yea ſometimes even the Example of a few will do it great ſervice; the 
rarify giving a ſpecial luſtre to their Vertue, and rendring it more notable ; 


according to that intimation of the 4poftic'; when he thus doth exhort 


the Philippians to ea chearful and forward practice of Goodneſs ; Do all 
things (faith he) without Murmurings and Diſputings ; that ye may be bame- 
leſs and harmleſs, the Sons of God, without rebuke in the midſt of a crooked © 
and perverſe Generation, among, whom ye ſhine as Lights in the World, 

A good Converſation doth notifie good Men to one another, and dray- 
eth them together, and combineth them in A Party, for the protetion of 
Goodneſs, heartning and aiding one atiother therein. 

Such Advantages Goodneſs doth always need ; for it ever hath in the 
World many Adverfaries, ftriving by viotent force to beat it down, or by 
treacherous Fraud to ſupplant it ; who»uſe their authority and intereſt to 
ſuppreſs it ; who by their evil Example do ſeduce from it ; who labour 
by detraction to blaſt it, by feorn and reproach to diſcourage it, by divers 
temptations and baits to entice from it ; who combining their Forces with 


the wicked Spirits, and with: the corrupt Inclinations of Men, do-raiſe s 


mighty Party for Wickedneſs. 

Wherefore to balance ſuch Oppoſitions, Goodneſs doth need Friends to 
maintain it; not only Friends-in Heatt,- or ſecret Well-wiſhers ; but open 
gen who frankly will avow it, and both in Word and Deed will ſtout- 
y abet it. 

A demure, baſhful, timorous Friendſhip will rather prejudice, than help 
it ; for nothing will more animate its Foes to aſſlail and perſecute it, than 
obſerving its Friends to link and ſneak; When good Men hide their Faces, 
as if they were aſham'd of their Goodneſs, then bad Met: will grow more 
impudent, and inſolent in their outrages againſt it. 

Wherefore, if we would have Goodneſs hold up its head, we mult open- 
ly take its part ; if we would not be guilty of its ruine, we muſt ſtand up 
to uphold it; for whoever openly complieth with Sin, or negleceth his 
Duty, may well be charged with its ruine ; ſince if thou ſo Yeſerteſt Good- 
neſs, another after thy Pattern may do the like, and a third may fol 
low him ; ſo the negle& of it may ſoon be propagated, until at length it 
may be quite abandoned, and leftweſtitute of ſupport : If it doth not thus 
happen, it will as to thee be accidental, and no thanks to thee for its bet- 
ter Fortune. 

The declenſion of Piety is not perhaps more to be afcribed to any other 
Cauſe, than to this, than that Men who approve Goodneſs in their Hearts, 
are ſo backward to ſhew it in their Practice ; that good Men do fo affect 
Retirement, and wrapping up their Vertue in Obſcurity ; that moſt Men 
think it enough if in the cauſe of Religion againſt Protaneneſs and Diſſo- 
luteneſs they appear Neuters, and do not impugn it : For if in a time of 
Infection all ſound Men do ſhut up themſelves, and all fick Men walk ar 
broad, how neceſſarily muſt the Plague reign in the place? 


BW. Charity toward our Neighbour demandeth fron us a great care of 
our Converſation before Men. | | 


The. 
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_.. "The law of Charity, which is the great law of Chriſtianity, doth oblige 
\ ps earneſtly to further our.Neighbours Good of all kinds, eſpecially that, | 
which 1s inc omparably his beſt Good, the welfare of his Soul ; which how 
, can we better do, than by attraQting hmm to the performance of his Du- | 
ty to God, and by withdrawing him from the commiſſion of fin? And 
how can we do that without an apparently good Converſation, or without 
plainly declaring, as occaſion ſheweth, for Vertte, both in Word and Deed 2 
how can a fhy refervedneſs conduce to that end What will inviſible 
Thoughts or Afﬀections of Heart confer thereto? OO © O_o 
'Tis a precept of Charity, that we ſhould purſue things, wherewith one Rom. 14, 1g. 
may edifie another ; and how can we perform that Duty, without imparting ' ©** 14-26* 
_ out Mind, and as it were transfuſing it into others ; ſo as by converting 
them ffom Error arid Sin, by inſtilling good Principles, by exciting good 
Reſolutions, to lay in them a foundation of Goodneſs, or by cheriſhing and 
improving the ſame to rear a ſtruQture of Vertue itt them > How can we 
mutually edifie, without mutuallyadviſing Vertue, exhorting to it, recom- 
mending and imprefling it by our exemplary Behaviourz  — | | 
- The Apoſtles do ihjoin, that we ſhould exbort one another, and edifie one Tiacoxaare 
anther ; that we ſheuld confider one. another, to provoke ( or to whet and  TheL 4.40 
inſtigate one another ) 7o /ove, and to good works ; the which can no wiſe feb. 10. 24. 
be performed, without expreſly declaring for Goodneſs and remarkable Eis 76519- 
ating in its behalf ; To comiend and-preſs it by Word is a part of our ©" 
Duty, but not all of it, nor ſufficient to this purpoſe ; eſpecially ſeeing 
we cannot urge that with 'good confidence, nor ſhall be held ſerious in 
| pleading for it, which we do not our ſelves embraee in practice ; for how 
can we expect, that our Reaſon ſhould convince others, when it doth not 
appear really to have perſuaded our ſelyes; when our doings evidently do 
argue the weakneſs of our Diſcourſe? : 
. Words hardly will ever move without Practice, although Practice ſome- | 
times will perſuade without Words ;' according to that of St. Peter ; Te * Pet. > 13 
Wives be in ſubjetion to your own Husbantls, that if any obey not the Word, 
they may without the Word be won by the Converſation of the Wives, while 
i behold your chaſt Converſation coupled with fear ( or due teverence to 
them.) , | | 
Again, We are frequently commanded to ſhun the giving avy Offence ; 1 Cor. 10. 32. 
or the putting a ſiumbling-block, or an occafton to fall in the way of our Bro- |. ,*® 
WH ter; that is; to do any thing which any-wiſe may confer to his in- ba: 1: 14. 
| eurring any Sin ; the which Precepts are violated not only by poſitive 
and active influence, by ptopoſing errorieous Dodarine, evil Advice, frau- 
; dulent enticements to Sin, or diſcouragements from Duty ; but alſo by 
£ vith-holding the Means, ſerving to prevent his Tranſgreſſton ; ſuch as a 
| tacit indulgence, or connivance, when good admonition may reclaim him ; 


r the omiſſion of ' good Example, - when it is ſeaſonable, and probably may 
;, prove efficacious ; for theſe Negle&s have a moral cauſality, inducing or 
+ encouraging the commitliion of Sin ; our Silence, our forbearing to Act, 
n dur declining fair opportunities to guide him into the right way will be 
Y. taken for ſigns of Approbation and Conſent ; and confequently as Argu- 
of ments to juſtifie or excuſe bad Practice, in proportion to the Authority 
A. and Eſteem we have; which ever will be ſome in this caſe, when they 


avour the Infirmity of Met. ; | nn 
- Charity doth farther oblige us, upon juſt Cauſe, and in due Seaſon, to. 


of eheck and reprove our Neighbour, miſdemeaning hittiſelf ; for, Warn the i Theſl 5-14. 
iferderly, faith the Apoſtle; and; Fave no fellowſhip (faith he) with the Eph. 5-11. 
fruitful works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them 5 and; Thou ſhalt not Levit 19. 17. 

he. 


(faith 


Provide things honeſt m the ſight of all Men. YVol.1ll, 

( faith the Law) hate thy Brother in thy. Feart,thou ſhalt in any wiſe rehubo 
thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer jin upon him ; where torbearance of Reprogf 
is implied, to ſhew not only a defect of Charity, but hatred of our Bro- 
ther; agd a good reaſon is mtimated for it, becauſe in ſo doing, we ſuffer 
Sin to.lie upon him ; not hindring his progreſs in it, not endeayourin 
his converſion from it ; but Reproof is an overt Act, involving ſomewhat 

Prov. 22: 5. of openneſs and plain freedom, ſuch as the Wiſeman doth prefer before 
cloſe good-will; tor., Open rebuke ( faith he) # better than ſecret love, 

We are all thus far the keepers of our Brethren, and it is a charge in- 
cumbent 'on us, by all good means to preſerve them from the wort of 
Miſchiefs. | | 2 vyav 7 

In fine, there is plainly nothing more inconſiſtent with. true Charity, 
than ſuch a compliance with Sin, or neglect of Duty in the ſight of our 
Neighbour, which is ſcandalous, or may prove contagious to him ; for 
how can we love him, whoſe chief good, whoſe eternal welfare we do not 
tender? whom we do not fear to ſeduce into the way of extream Miſe | 
or do not at leaſt care to lead into the way of Happineſs ; whom with- 
out-any check we can ſuffer to forfeit the beſt Goods, and to incur the 
{ſaddeſt Calamities ? 0 

Wherefore if the love of our ſelves, and a ſober regard to our owq 
welfare be not ſufficient to induce us, yet a charitable diſpoſition, and a. * 
concernedneſs for our Neighbour ( for our Brethren, our Relations, our 
Friends) ſhould move us-to a good, innocent, vertuous, fruitful and ex- 


emplary Converſation ; If we do not care to fave our ſelves, yet let it pity 
Rom: 14-1s. US to. damn and deſtroy others by our negligence. cap 


4 


© HE. . But if Charity will-not move us, yet Juſtice, exacting from us a care 


of our good Converſation before Men, ſhould conſtrain us thereto. 

Exemplary and edifying Converſation is a debt which we owe to the 
World ; a good office impoſed on us by the Laws of common Humanity. 

When without our own hurt or inconvenience we can do conſiderable 
go00d to our Neighbour, he hath a title thereto (granted by the common 
Author of. our Nature, the abſolute Lord of all we are or have) and he 
may juſtly demand 'it from us; as we in like caſe might claim it from 

im, and certainly would in Matters agreeable' to our Humour expe it ; 
Wherefore ſeeing good Converſation not only doth not harm or incoms 
mode us, but is moſt beneficial to our ſelves, and it exceedingly may be- 
 nefit our Neighbour, it is moſt juſt that we ſhould afford it to him; it is 
no more than fair dealing to do ir, to negleCt it is a real Injury to him. 

4 To ſetill example before our Neighbour, or ( which is in part, and in 
effect the ſame ) to with-hold good Example from him (for not to give 
a good Exampleis a bad thing, and ſo a bad Example ; this ) I fay is plain- 
ly a great Iniquity, and a wrong to him. For, Dt 
| Is it not an Injury to offer a Cup of Poyſon to any Man, to invite him, 
to drink it, to be his taſter of it, ſo drawing him to take it off without 
ſuſpicion, or tear of deadly Miſchief ? Is it ndt an Injury to forbear warn- 
ing him thereof, or not to deter him from it, when it ſtandeth before 
him, and he is ready to put it to his Mouth Would not ſuch a Man mn - 
all conſcionable eſteem paſs for a murtherer of his Neighbour ? 

Is it not a great Wrong to carry any Man out of his way ( out of a 
right, caſte, fair, and ſafe Road) into Mazes, Thickets, and Sloughs, or into 
intricate, foul, dangerous bye-ways? Is it not wrongful, when he doth 
wander or err, not to reduce him thence, not to ſet. him in the right way? 


. 
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| Is it not very foul. dealing to bring a Man to a ſteep Precipice, and 

thence to leap down before him 2 Is it not fo, not to ſtop himg when 
\ he is onthe brink, and blindly moving forward to caſt himſelf down ' 
- head-long ? 


* » 


If theſe be injurious dealings, then palpably it is far more ſuch to yield 


- any [nticements or Encouragements, yea not to put ObſtruCtions, if we 
"are able, to our Neighbou#s incurring Sin, which to his Soul is all thoſe 


things; the moſt baneful Venom, the moſt wotul Exorbitancy, the moſt 

raicious Gult that can be. | | 

We by finning do not only ( as the Wiſeman faith) wrong our own Souls, Prov. . 36. 
but we do alſo wrong the Souls of others ; drawing them, or driving them 
by the efficacious impulſe of our Example into Miſchief. and Miſery ; for 
When { faith St. Paul ) ye fin ſo againſt the Brethren, and wound their weak t cor. 8. 2, 
Conſcience, ye ſim againſt Chriſt ; he there ſpeaketh of | I 
bad Example ; the which he not only affirmeth to be , © os «7, Aprins wag "rg bore 
ſinful in regard of Chri/t, but calleth it ſinning a- _ 25927075,, Conſt, Ap. 2.19, 
gain!t our Brethren ; and ſuppoſeth that we there- | 
by do wound, or ſmite their Conſcience ; which to do is ſurely no lefs Tv#olcc av- 


\v % 


wrong to them, than if we ſhould aſſault, beat, and wound their Bodies ; 7,,,,"%5,.5. 


the wounds of Conſcience being of all moſt grievous, and producing moſt oz 
inſupportable Affliction; according to that of the Wiſeman, The ſpirzt of Prov. 18, 14. 


a Maz will bear his Infirmities, but a wounded ſpirit who can bear e 


_ Indeed by thug hurting our Neighbour, we do him,a wrong, not only 

yery great in it {elf, but ſuch as may probably be irreparable, for which 

hardly we can ever be able to make hun any reſtitution or compenſation ; 

tor a better Example ſcarce will reach all, whom @ bad Example hath 

touched ; the beit Example hardly will avail to undo that, which a bad 

Example hath done ; If thereby we have engaged our Neighbour in Sin, . 

we by no means can reſtore his loſt Innocence; or prevent: hisfaying, Wo lam 5. 16. 


| be to me, for I have finned ; Tt will be very difficult to recover him into 


that {tate (that ſound condition of Soul) trom which we did move him; 
twill however coit him, if not-a final ruine, yet- a ſore Repentance; :the i Cor. 8. 17. 
ngs whereot no: compenſation, which we can' yield, will requite : The | 
ounds which we thereby do inflict may rankle, and prove incurable ; 
they ailuredly will find no eaſfie Cure ; they muſt however either in conſe- 
uence, .. or 1n the correction be very painful; and they will leave an ugly 
Kar behind them. | | | 
. The injuilice of this PraQtice may alſo farther appear, upon divers ſpe- 
cal Accounts. | | 
All Men eſteem Pity a Debt, which one Man oweth to another, as li- 
able to Grief and Miſery ; (the obligation whereto is written in the Bowels 
d.cach Man ) which Pity will incline to ſuccour the Object of it in dan- 
ger or difirels; wherefore every Man by the natural Law 1s bound to en- 
davour the prevention or the reſcue of another falling'into Miſchief ; ac- 
cording to that of St. Jude, Of ſome have compaſſion, making a difference, Jude 22, 23. 
ard others ſave with ' fear, pulling them out of the fire 5 whence to draw 
Men into Sin by-ill Practice, or not to reſtrain them 
rom it by 200d; is unjuſt, as a pitileſs hard-hearted,, j.jves vite, andreſtrained them me. ) 
cruel thing, | ; oY 
Again, All Men hold Flattery to be a practice very abuſive, or more 
than tinply wrongful : as «vith Injury joining Contempt and Cozenage : 
king advantage of a Man's Infirmity to work Prejudice to him; it is 
ndeed a milchievous, .a pernicious, and withal a-per:idious, an infidious, 
'U enſnaring Pra tice; for, A flattering Mouth ( faith the. Wiſe-man ) £59: 31: 3% 


F avour us df» 
"ot worketh ceirftl. 


£# 


' 1 Sam. 3+ 13. ( His Sons made them- 


» 
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Prov.,26- 28-orketh ruine, and A Man that flattereth his Neighbour, ſpreadeth a Net for his 
29 5' feet >,Gut Flattery is not only verbal ; the worlt Flattery is not that where- 
-by Men ſooth and gloze with their Lips, encouraging others by fidtitious 
Commendations to perſiſt in bad Courſes; there is a tacit Flattery, when 
by our connivance at Sin we ſeem to-approve it ; there is a real Flatte 
when by our compliance with Sin, we recommend it to our Comradeg . 
Theſe do not look fo groſly, yet do inſinuate%ur Ming, and commonly 
do inveagle to Sin more effeually ; Men being more apt to truſt our 
Deeds than our Words, being more pleaſed in our vouching their Ajons 
by- a participation in them, and running a common hazard with them 
than in our ſtraining to commend, or to excuſe them : whence it is, that 
groſs Flattery hath its effe@ chiefly upon ſimpler Folks, bur this fubtile 
Flattery doth often gull and abuſe Perſons of greateſt Capacity. | 
Again, A good Converſation before Men,is a part of that due reſpect, 
which we owe to. them ; There is a regard, and a kind of reverence to be 
had toward every Man; which ſhould engage us to behave our ſelyes de- 
cently in his Preſence, ſignifying a Conſideration and eſteem of his Per- 
ſon, of his Opinion, of his Reſentment, of his AﬀeCtion toward us: To 
do any foul or unhandſome thing is a contempt of him, a rudeneſs to- 
ward him, an affront put on him ; whereby ir effe&t we do ſlight, diC- 
parage, and reproach him ; implying, that we do little value his Judg- 
ment, that we care not for his Good-will ; that we preſume he hath not 
the ſenſe to diſcerg, or hath not the Spirit to diſlike, or mult have the Pa. 
tience to comport with our unſeemly and unſavoury Carriage; And if to 
do Other unhandſome things before Men is ſuch an Indignity offered to 
them, then it is eſpecially ſuch to commit Sin before them, which is the 
moſt ugly,. the molt ſordid, the moſt loathſome behaviour that can be; 
there-is no deformity, no turpitude in Nature comparable to'Sin ; nothing 
ſo offenſive, ſo diſtaſtful, ſo abominable to a rational ſenſe; ſo that the 
Prov. 14. 21. Viſe-man's Saying is very'true, taken any-way, He that deſpiſeth his Neigh- 
"het bour, finueth; 'tis both a Sin.to contemn him ; and ſinning is an argument 
of contempt toward him ; Nor can we better obſerve St. Peter's InjunRi- 
on, that we Honour all Men, than by forbearing to fin in their Preſence, 
out of reſpec to them. Bur farther, 


1 Pet. 2, 17. 


IV. Let us conſider, that a good Converſation before Men is a publick 
Benefit, a great advantage to the World, and common ſtate of Men. 

It is not only a good office of Charity to this or that Man; but it lay- 
eth a general Obligation on our Country, on our Age, on Poſterity it 
{elf ; upon which a fruitful Life, an exemplary Vertue may have notable 
influence. . | 

As notorious Sin is 2 plague to the World, throwing Infeion and Death 
about it ; provoking the Wrath of Heaven, and thence deriving Vengeance 
on it ; So notable Vertue is a general Bleſſing, producing molt wholſome 
and comfortable Eftets to Mankind. | 

For how can one more oblige the Publick, than by conferring help to 
uphold the Reputation, and to propagate the entertainment of thoſe things 
which are the main props of the World, for the ſake of which it ſtandeth, 
and by the means of which it is ſuſtained ; than by preſerving the vertue 
and power of Conſcience, which is the band of all Society, the guardian of 

: Faith and Honeſty, the beſt enſurer of Juſtice, Order, and Peace in the tate; 
"or: ME 3% (that which exalteth a Nation, and eftabliſheth a Kingdom) than by pro- ' 
ducing and promoting thoſe things, which certainly will procure the Fer - 
vour and Elefling of God on any People ? | BD 
0 
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How can a man better deſerve of the world, than by concurring to 
ſtop the contagion of ſin, and the overſpreading deluge of iniquity, toge- 
* ther with all the lamentable miſchiefs conſequent on them ; than by aver- 
ting the fierce wrath, and ſevere judgments of God, which a general pre- 
valence of wickedneſs neceſſarily will bring down 2 | 
Moſt men pretend to be concerned even for the honour of their Coun- 
try ; and how can we better promote that, than by checking the progreſs 
_ of fin, which will not only be the bane, but # (as Solomon telletn us) 7he prov. 14. 34. 
reproach of any people ? OG 
[t may poſlibly be, it hath really been, that the conſpicuous vertue of 
a few men (yea ſometimes of one ſingle perſon) hath leavened a Coun- 
try, -hath ſeaſoned an age, hath imbued poſterity with an admiration of 
goodneſs, and with an affeftion to it. (One man, "Apgt &s dvgen© Gig mrrogar 
faith St. Chryſoſtome, enflamed with zeal, may ſuffice to u8&- inixanegy Nogduritg Spur. 
' reform an entire people.) So among the Pagans, one .  . _ Chryl, Addy. «- 
Perſon did (et up the Study of Morality, and worthily was ſtyled 7he pa- 
rent of (that moſt uſeful) Philoſophy, whereby he did exceedingly bene- Socrates phi- 
- fit mankind, and did confer much toward preparing men for the reception [9Phte. p 
of our heavenly Philoſophy. a 
Such our Lord deſigned his Apoſtles to be; for, Te (faith he) are the war 5.13.14 
lights of the world, ye are the ſalt of the earth ; and ſuch in effe& they 
did prove, God by them (as St. Paul faith) manifeſting the favour of his 2 ©0r+ 2+ 14: 
knowledge in every place ; they not onely by their heavenly doctrine, but 
_ chiefly by the luſtre and influence of their holy example, converting the 
world from 1mpious errours and naughty practices, unto true religion, 
and vertuous converſation : They did lead men to goodneſs not only by 
the ears, but by the eyes, ſeeing their excellent life, and walking as they had Phil. 3 17. 
them for enſample. pt _ IE 
_ It conſequently. may be, yea hath been, that the ſingular integrity of 2 Theſl3. 7,9. 
one, or of a few perſons, diſplaying it ſelf, hath appeaſed divine wrath, 
and hath flaved off imminent ruine from a people. So one Noah pub- 2 Per. 2. g. 
lickly maintaining, and preaching righteouſneſs, did preſerve the . whole 
race of men from extirpation : So ten perſons avowing righteouſneſs 
would have kept Sodom from that ruful deſiruction : So one good man Gen. 18. 32- 
(notably owning God, and interpoſing for the concerns of piety) might 
have prevented that calamitous vengeance, which fell upon {ſrael ; as 
Jeremy told befor2, and Ezekiel affirmed after it ; Run ye to and fro (faith Jer. 5: 1. 
God in Jeremy) through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and fee now and know, and 
ſeek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that 
executeth judgment, that ſeeketh truth, and I will pardon it ; and, I ſought 
for a man (faith God in Ezekiel) among them, that ſhould make up the Ezck. 22: 30; 
hedge, and ſtand in the gap before me for the land, that I ſhould not deſtroy 
it ; but I found none : therefore have I poured mine indignation upon them. 
There was then a rem#ant of thoſe, who cloſely did ſerve God ; and per- 1m. r. 9. 
haps ſeven thouſand unknown perſons, who had not in their hearts deſert- « Kivgs 15. 
ed religion ; but this did not avert God's wrath, or preſerve the Nation '# '* 
from captivity; as a few openly profelling, and reſolutely practiſing 
goodnels, might have done. | 
Now who, would.not be glad of being ſo publick a friend, ſo general a. 
benefaCtour, in performing that, which doth otherwiſe ſo. much become 
him, and fo greatly behove him ; yielding him the belt ornaments, and 
higheſt advantages even upon his private accompt? Who would not be 
ambitious both to oblige his Country, and to ſave his own foul together, 
by a worthy converſation ? 


Tt Aſſiredly 
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' Afſuredly nothing can be deviſed more conducible to the effeQting are- 
formation and amendment of the world, (and conſequently to the profpe- 
rity and felicity of mankind here) than a conſpiracy of good men in a 
frank and brisk avowing of goodneſs in the face of the world. 


V.. A care of our converſation in the ſight of men, is needful for the 
preſervation of our good name, and fair repute among them. | 

1 Chr. 29.12. A good name in holy Scripture is repreſented as a ſpecial gift, and ble. 
750 = vr ſing of God; beſtowed in recompence of piety and vertue ; and prefer- 
CE-7-1:) red before other moſt conſiderable gifts and bleflings, concerning our ex- 
Prov. 22.4. ternal ſtate ; for, By humility (faith the Wiſe-man) and the fear of the 
et 2 Lord, are riches and honour ; both are the rewards of piety ; but compa. 
Prov. 22-1. ring them, 4 good name (faith he.) is rather to be choſen than great riches , 
It cannot therefore be a contemptible thing, nor ought 1t to be neglected 
by us; for none of God's gifts, no reward which he propoſeth, ought to 

be ſlighted. 

Reaſon and experience alſo do concur in ſhewing that a good repute is a 
valuable thing, not only as a fair ornament of our perſons, and a com- 
modious inſtrument of action toward our private weltare ; as a guard of 
our ſafety and quiet, as ſerving to procure divers convenlences of life ; 

_ "wg but as very advantageous, very uſeful upon moral and fpiritual accompts ; 
+610. qualifying us with greater caſe and efficacy to ſerve God, and to do good; 
for indeed 'tis manifeſt, that without it we ſhall be uncapable of doing 
God or man any conſiderable. ſervice. | 

Wherefore in duty and wiſdom we ſhould be careful of preſerving this 
jewel; the which we cannot otherwiſe do, than by obſerving this Apoſto- 
. lical rule, of providing things honeſt in the fight of all men ; for a good 
converſation is the only guard and convoy of a good name: How can 
men concelve good opinion of us, otherwiſe than from a view of worthy 
qualities and good deeds? They may charitably hope,but they cannot con- 
Matt. 7- 16. fidently judge well of us otherwiſe than upon good evidence : Te. ſha 
12. 33. know Be by their fraits, (that is, by apparent works, falling under hu- 
mane cogniſance) 4s the rule, whereby our Saviour teacheth us to diſtin- 
guith of men, and to build a right opinion concerning them : Honour is 

the ſhadow, the inſeparable attendant of conſpicuous vertue. 

A good converfation will indeed command eſteem, and irreſiſtibly ex- 
tort reſpe& from all men. | : 

Wiſe and good men heartily will approve it, and gladly will yield it 
due commendation ; they cannot but honour it whenever they {ce it, as 

Ro 2. 14. 19, belt fuiting with their own judgment, and with their affection. 

| Yea, it will procure reſpect even from the worſt men ; for it is a mif-_ 
take to think, thar bad men really do or can deſpiſe true goodneſs ; 1n 
truth, however they may pretend or make a ſhew to ſlight and ſcorn it, 
however in woruas they may Rout and revile it, yet in their hearts they | 

cannot but admire and reverence it; although their will may be ſo per- 
vertcd as to ſet them againſt it, yet their reaſon cannot'be 1o deſtroyed 
(or natural light ſo quenched in them) as to diſapprove-it ; they do but 
viiely diflemble, and belye their conſcience, when they make as if they 
of” tar i ed ag did condemn, or contemn it : As. (faith St, Chry- 
avedes Suds Savudor?), x, arrodin  JAſrome) they who openly do flatter ill livers, do in 
EP) oat v1.66 gaviges ronatiuores Ther mind reprove them; ſo they who envy the wor- | 
en ay goes W ne of good, in their conſcience will admire and ap- 
prove them: At leaſt they will do thus in their 
ivcer mind; when with any tcrious application they do reile& on ng , 

| when 
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when the eye of their ſoul is any-wiſe Uleared from the miſts of luſt and 
paſſion : It is not to be heeded what they ſay in a fluſter or ranting mood ; 
when they are near out of their wits, and have their judgment ſtifled by 
ſenſual imaginations ; but what they think, when their mind is ſomewhat 
compoſed, and natural light doth ſhine freely in it. | 
+ Indeed ſuch wretches really do moſt deſpiſe thoſe, 'who conſort and 
comply with them in ſinful follies: As they cannot in their hearts ho- 
nour themſelves, ſo they cannot eſteem thoſe whom they firid like unto 


them ; eſpecially they deſpiſe thoſe whom they obſerve to be ſo baſe and 


filly, as againſt their owin judgment and conſcience, to fear their diſplea- 
{ure, or to regard their cenſure ; looking upon them as vaſſals to their 
humour, and renegadoes from their own conſcience; 


| Moreover, a good converſation certainly will engage Almighty God to 
protect out reputation, and to confer honour upon us. For he as Go- 
yernour of the World, the Patron of goodrieſs, the Diſpenſer of proper 
rewards to all, is in a manner bound ts encourage thoſe openly, who viſi- 
bly do own him and take his part, who promote his glory and intereſt, who 

y him due ſervice and obedience ; who in tegard to his authority, do 

ithfully purſue that which is right and good ; He ſurely will ſee fit to 
repay ſuch in the ſame kind, by openly acknowledging, countenancing, 
and honouring them ; Accordingly he hath tied himſelf to do ſo by his 
expreſs word and promiſe ; fot, 7hem; faith he, that honour me, I will ho- 
nouP ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed ; he ſaid it in refe- 
rence to old E/z, who et neglected the duty of reſtraining his ſons from 
fin ; which is a caſe very much of kin to all negle& of exemplary piety. 


I Sam. 2. Zo; 


And, Whoſoever, faith our Lord, ſhall confeſs me before men, him ſhall the Luke 12. 8: 
Son of man alſo confeſs before the Angels of Ged ; but he that denieth me be- | 


fore men, ſhall be denied before the Angels of God ; the which (one moſt 
_ comfortable, the other moſt terrible) ſentences are to be underſtood, He 
that confeſſeth our Lord not meerly by verbal profeſſion, (for divers ſuch 


who ſay, Lord, Lord, he will not ſo much as ow at the final judgment) M%7-22,23- 


but in real practice; He that denieth him, not only by renouncing him 
with the tongue, but by diſobeying him in ſcandalous converſation, by 
working iniquity, by the Apoſtaſie of bad manners. 


VI. Laſtly, The publick diſcharge of a good conſcience will yield mani- 
fold advantages, and great benefits to our ſelves ; not only as good (and 
thence needful to our ſalvation, and our comfort) but as publick ; ſome 
of which I ſhall touch. | | 

Such a practice will much ſecure and ſtrengthen us in goodneſs; for he 
that hath the heart, with reſolution and conſtancy, to doe well, notwith- 
 ftanding any worldly diſcouragement, although he thereby doth croſs the 
humour of the world, and incurreth the diſpleaſure, envy, hatred, cenſure, 
_ and obloquy of men, he thus having exalted his vertue above the favour 

and fear of the world, hath ſet it in a fafe place, hath rendred it impreg- 
nable. | 

- The conſideration of having obtained ſo happy, and ſo worthy a victo- 
ry over the moſt dangerous temptations, (the victory of faith over the 
; world) will be very comfortable; And the ſufferings which (from the 
disfavour, enmity, and oppoſition of men) do attend ſuch a practice, 
being a kind of martyrdom, will yield all the joys and comforts (together 
with the hopes and rewards) of an heroical patience. | 


Tt 2 
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It will afford great ſatisfaction of mind, to. refle& on the conſequences 
of ſuch a praQticez and to conſider, that our reſolution hath engaged or 
confirmed others in goodneſs, hath preſerved them from ſin, hath with- 
drawn them from bad courſes, and ſaved them from perdition ; that we - 
have been inſtrumental to the ſalvation and happineſs of any foul ; that 
Lefids our own fins: (which are a burthen too heavy for any manwell to 
bear) we have not the fins of others to accompt for, and- ſhall not. h 
loaded with the guilt of thoſe, whom our negleCt of duty, our compliance 
| with (ig, our ſtupid coldneſs and indifterence 1n regard to, ſpuritual affairs, 

our diſſimulation or connivence at the ſcandalous violation of God's ho- 

_ pour, and tranſgreſſion of his.laws, might have encouraged in ſin ; that 

Ezck. 13. 22. WE are not liable to that reproof_ in. the Prophet, Te have ſtrengthned the 
hands of the wicked, - that he ſhould not return from his wicked way, © 

We ſhalt highly oblige thoſe, whom by our good endeavour or example 

we ſhall convert to righteouſneſs, or reclaim trom iniquity, or ſhall any- 

wiſe- ſtop in their ecarriere to ruine; who. when they ſhall recover from 

2 Tim. 2.26. their, exrour, and ſoberly reflect on their caſe, (when they ſhall :aram- 

par, become: again ſober, getting out as it were of their drunken fit) 

will heartily thank us, will bleſs us, will pray for us, as having laid .an 

them a very great obligation, and done them the greateſt kindneſs that 

could be ; fo that they will be ready to fay to us, as David did to Abigail, 

1 Sam. 25-32. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael,. who ſent thee this day to meet me; ayd 

Hlefſed be thy advice ; and bleſſed be thou, which haſt kept me this day from 

ſhedding of blood : This will be the conſequence of plain dealing inwuch 

Prov. 28. 23, Caſes," and that will be fulhill:d, which the Wiſe-man faith, He that. reby- 

27+ 6.19. 25, keth-a man, afterwards . fhall find more favour, than he that flattereth with 
. - the tongue; | ; | 

We thereby ſhall eſcape the ſore complaints, and fell curſes of thoſe, 

whom our naughty or careleſs '-demeanour_ hath involved in ſinful pra- 

ice; for when their conſcience is awakened into a ſenſe of their guilt, 

when they feel the ſtings of remorſe, when they perceive the extreme day 

mage and woe which they have incurred, then will they diſcharge their 

reſentments of heart againſt thoſe, who have any-wiſe been acceſſory to 

their fall-into ſuch a condition ; then in their bitterneſs of ſoul, in the 

agony of their ſorrow and perplexity, they will be apt to exclaim, Curſed 

be the day that'I knew ſuch an one, or that I did converſe with him, who 

did betray me into this plight, whodid inveagle me into temptation, who 

did not pluck me back = that ſinful praQtice, by which 1 now fo 

deeply ſuffer ; Curſed be his baſe.cowardice, his fond modeſty, his affefted 

wiſdom, . his treacherous negligence, his unconſcionable indifference, his 

impious want of zeal for :God's honaur, and charity for my ſoul, which 

did keep him from checking me in my bad courſes, and reclaiming me to 

my duty by wholeſom reproof, by ſeaſonable advice, by exemplary pra- 

Ctice betore me: It will ſurely be a great comfort to us, that we have not 

given occaſion for ſuch complaints ; but in proportion may fay with 

Att 20. 26, St. Paul, I am pure from the blood of all men, for I have not ſhunned to 


Ezck 7.17. declare unto you all the counſel of God. 
33+ 7: 


It is alſo no {mall advantage to us, that by a good converſation we ſhall 

- procure the particular friendſhip. and affection of good men ; for it is that, 
which diſcovereth good men to one another, which kindleth their affection 
toward each other, which draweth them together, and breedeth a fami- 
liarity between them, and knitteth their hearts rogerher in a holy love; 
from whence they come to enjoy the faithful advice, the kind alliſtance, 
the ſeaſonable conſolations, and rhe hearty prayers each of other Kr 

whic 
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which great” benefits are loſt by concealment of our ſcives, and reſerved- 

neſs in doing good; for how can any man know him to deſerve love, 

hole 5not digffniblei? 23, 2% HS Fo £ * -” 
Such confide 


rations may induce all perſons, of. eyery rank and conditi- 
bn, to obſerve this Apoſtolical Precept; {6 far as their capacities do reach. 
| ] ſhall only adjoin, that it eſpecially doth concern perſons of quality, in 
- proportion to their eminency in dignity, power, authority, reputation, of 
2ny peculiar advantage,- whereby the beneficial efficacy of good conver- 
ods RegcraBil 755 35-5 CTR. Cl d nt 3 GH TS 
Suck perſons are like a city ſeated pn a mountain, which cannot be hid ; Ms $+ 15: 
the height of their ſtatiob} and. luſtre of their quality, do expoſe them to 
the obſervation of all ; and their authority doth recommend their pra- 
| tice tothe imitation of obſervers. ws rr —— 
Their example cannot fail ofphaving a mighty influence ; its light doth 
guide men, its weight doth ſway then ; it doth ſeem to warrant and au- 
thorize practice; inferiours would be afraid or aſhamed to diſcoſt from it. 
+ They have not the temptations, which other men have, to\comply 
with fin out of fear, out of complaiſance, out of deſigh ; they being to - 
lead and give law, not to ſollow or receive it ; they being the firſt mo- 
vers in.converſation ; the faſhion being.regulated by them, or 1ndeed be- 


40g meerly a conformity to their deportment. | 
They ſhould by their innocence qualifie themſelves to reprove others cap. 4x; 
with authority and courage. y 419, 


* 


. They in-gratitude to God, who hath beſtowed on them ſuch advantages, 
are obliged to employ them for his ſervice. Fo 
They particularly were deſigned and endowed with thoſe advantages; 
- that by them they might countenance, might encourage; might reward, Rom: 13. 3---. 
might by all means promote goodneſs in the world. : 
_ They accordingly are reſponſible for the influence their converſation 
hath ; ſo that in the final accompt moſt ations of men. will lie at their 
' door, fo that they ſhall reſpeQively be either highly rewarded for the ver- 
tues and good works, or ſeverely- puniſhed for the vices and ſins of man- | 
kind: The which moſt weighty conſideration I leave by God's grace to - 
be ſerioufly.applied by themz who are concerned therein. 
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SERMON XXXIV. 


Provide things honeſt in the ſight 
of all Men. 3 


2 COR. VIIL 21. 


Providing for honeſt things not only in the frzht of the Lord, but in 
the fight of Men. | Re 


F we obſerve the world, we may eaſily therein diſcern many perſc 

who being inwardly well diſpoſed, (ſtanding right both in judgment 
and affeftion to goodneſs) are yex loth to appear very good, and hardly 
will own Chriſtian vertue, in the conſtant diſcharge of publick duties, 
or in {tri abſtinence from finful praQices.; but commonly En 
the diftate of their reaſon, and ſenſe of their heart ) negle& the , 
one, and comply with the other : An odd ſort of hypocrites, or diſſem- 
blers ; who ſtudiouſly conceal their better part, and- counterfeit themſelyes 
worſe than they are ;- who adore God in their hearts, and addreſs devotr 
ons to him in their cloſets; but ſcarce will avow him in their viſible pro- 
feſſion and praQtice ; who have a conſcience, but are ſhy of diſclofing it, 
or letting it take air, and walk in open light ; confining it as a criminal 
to cloſe reſtraint, or obſcure retirement ; who gladly would be religious 
and ſtaunch, if there might be no notice taken of it, but take care of be-. 
ing remarkable (or as it were ſcandalous) for it; who think fit to com- 
promiſe,” and compound the buſineſs between God and the world, main- 
taining a neutrality, and correſpondence with both, , ſo as privately to 
court the one, and publickly to cloſe with the other. 

Such practice is flatly repugnant to that Rule, which otherwhere in Lp 
cept, and here by his own example the holy Apoſtle doth recommend to 
us ; directing us not. only before God (that is, in our heart, and in our ſe- 
cret retirements, which God alone doth behold) but alſo Zefore mer, that 
is, in our external and viſible converſation carefully to perform things 
good and laudable, eſchewing whatever is bad or culpable. 

Our obligation to which Rule hath already been confirmed by divers 
other Precepts in holy Scripture, concurring in the injunRion of it ; and its 
obſervance urged by various poſitive conſiderations of great weight and 
force, (declaring how neceſſary it is for promoting God's honour and glo- 
ry, how requiſite it is for maintaining the dignity of our profeſſion, and ad- 
vancing the intereſts of goodneſs, how charity and juſtice toward our 
neighbour do exaCt it from us, how conducible it is to the publick benefit 
of mankind, and how advantageous in many reſpe&s to our own particu- 
lar welfare) and not inſiſting farther upon thoſe conſiderations, I ſhall now 
only inforce it, by ſcanning the common principles, grounds, motives, pre- 
tences, or excuſes of the contrary practice, which I before touched, of 


openly 
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openly deſerting vertue, or declining the performance of duty before men ; 
and by thewing how very fooliſh and vain, how very naughty and baſe, 
how very miſchievous, dangerous, and pernicious they are. 


They chiefly are thoſe, which I ſhall immediately touch and reflet 
upon. 


1. Men commonly in their viſible converſation do negle& their duty, 
or comply with fin out of modeſty ; becauſe they are aſhamed of doing 
that, which may expoſe them to ſome diſgrace or cenſure ; becauſe ver- 
tuous practice may raiſe diſtaſte in the company, and provoke the ſcorn of 
thoſe with whom they converſe ; becauſe ſuch a point of duty is out of 
requeſt, and fſlighted in the world ; they are afraid of mens faces ; their per. i. 8. 
tender forehead cannot ſuſtain deriſion, or endure to be flouted for being 
out of the mode, and wearing an uncouth garb of conſcience. | 
ut this plainly. is a perverſe, and unmanly modeſty ; a fond, a vile, a 
ſhameful ſhame: Fie on it ; ſhould any man be aſhamed of. that, which is 
his chief beauty, his beſt ornament, his ſole dignity and glory? Should 
a man be aſhamed of being evidently wiſe in his conduct, of following 
his reaſon, of conſulting his true intereſt, of purſuing his own certain 
welfare and felicity 2 Is it fit that any man ſhould be aſhamed of paying 
due acknowleagment, of yielding-due reverence, of rendring due grati- 
tude, of performing due ſervice to his Creatour, Sovereign Lord, and great 
Benefactor ; to whom he oweth all, upon whoſe will he entirely depend- 
eth, at whoſe abſolute difpoſal he is? Surely theſe are no ſhameful things, 
but ſuch rather, wherein we ought to have the greateſt confidence, which 
we ought to perform with the greateſt aſſurance. y 
If we are baſhful, let us be ſo in regard to things which are truly ſhamc- 
ful ; let us be aſhamed of fin, that is, of our moſt real deformity, our 
turpitude, our diſgrace, our wretchedneſs ; the which indeed is the onely 
diſhonourable and deſpicable thing ; the which did firſt produce ſhame, 
and d:d introduce it into the world, (for while innocence did abide, there Gen. 3. 2. 
was no ſhame) and the which will ever carry ſhame along as its inlepa-  *25: 
rable adherent : It would indeed become; us to bluſh at our horrible un- | 
worthineſs, and deteitable ingratitude toward our bountiful Lord, and 
moit gracious Redeemer ; it were proper for us to be confounded at our 
extreme ſolly,. and foul treachery toward our ſelves, in betraying our 
ſouls to guilt, to regret, to wrath and puniſhment : Who ſhould be a{ha- 
med, who not, the holy P/a/mi/t hath well taught us, Let noue that wait py, 24, 35 
on thee be aſhamed ; let them be aſhamed which tranſgreſs without cauſe ; Pal. 119.7 8-- 
and, Let the proud be aſhamed ——'but, Let my heart be ſound in thy ſta- *: | 
tutes, that I be not aſhamed. | 
It is true modeity to be aſhamed of doing unwarthy and unhandfom 
things ; but to. be athamed of doing what: reaſon and duty require, is piti- 
tul weaknels of mind. «125719 | 
We do not owe fo much regard to vicious -and vain perſons, as to be 
daſhed out of countenance by them ; we ſhould rather by our maſculine 
reſolution and upright confidence put them to confuſion: Tit. 2, 8. 
It ſhame be an evil which we would avoid, the'onely remedy there- 
of we may Icarn from thoſe words of' the Pſalmiff, Then ſhall 1 not Pal. 115.6. 
' be aſhamed, when I have reſpett to thy teſtzmonies : But 1t 1s a fond courie 
- to ſhun diſgrace by do.ng that which alone deſerveth it. 
\ Is it nor alio a wid thing, to ſeem (OGG honor ypmgngoommg oro one 
ward men, while we are really {o. bold with God, ad arem, hominis, & wultum Dei nan ve- 
as prelumptuouliy to offend him, to affront him, 77 * Bero. Ep. 10, . 


to 
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(Jer.22.22.) 
Rom. 6.21. 


Dan. 12+ 2. 


Luke 9. 26, 
12.9, 
2 Tim: 2.12» 


James 4+ 4. 
1 John 2.15, 
Gal. 1, 10. 


Job 26.6. 
Tia. 2. 22. 


Matt. zo, 28. 


every ſinner doth ; and as it is the greateſt inadvertency not to .conſider 
God always preſent with us, fo it is the height of impudence to fin in 


his preſence, or to prefer a regard to men before the reverence due to 


his eye. | 

Is A not alſo great folly, for declining a little preſent tranſient diſgrace, 
to do that, whereof afterward we ſhall be grievouſly and perpetually 
alhamed ; which we ſhall never remember or rcflect upon without con- 
fuſion, ( according to that of the Apoſtle, What fruit had ye of thoſe 
things, whereof ye are now aſhamed?) the conſequence whereof is our 
ſtanding obnoxious to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. 


[f we be thus aſhamed of God, and of our duty to him, may he not 


juſtly in recompence be aſhamed of us, and diſdain to own us in favour 
and mercy 2? He will ſurely, he hath often declared fo ; Whoſoever, faith 
our Lord, ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, of him ſhall the Son of 


man be aſhamed,. when he ſhall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and 


of the holy Angels. 


2. Another principle, near of kin to the former, diſpoſing men to com- 
mit lin, or wave duty in their open converſation, 1s, fear of loſing the 
go0d-will, or getting the ill-will of men. 


It muſt often happen, that whoever will be *vertuous, and ſtick to his - 
duty, will forfeit the favour of men, will incur their diſpleaſure, will 


provoke their indignation ; by croſſing their humour and conceit, by im- 
plicitly lighting their opinion, and condemning their practice ; this is the 
portion and- fate of ſtrit and ſtiff piety ; the friendſhip of God and the 


world are not well conſiſtent ; and St. Paul's rule may be converted, If [ 


ſhould pleaſe men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt : Hence men pri- 
zing the favour of men, -with the advantages of it, and dreading their 
anger, hatred, diſdain, with the miſchiets conſequent on them, are ſcared 
{rom their duty. ; | 

But in truth this is a ſilly, a baſe, a ſorry fear, arguing wretched mean- 
neſs of ſpirit, and pitiful cowardice. For, | 

Dot thou, fond wretch, fear to loſe the favour of man, whoſe favour 
doth avail nothing to thy main intereſts, and cannot any-wiſe conſiderably 
benefit thee, (for in no re{pe& doſt thou depend on his will and providence) 
but doſt not fear being deprived ' of God's favour, upon which all thy 
good hangeth, wherein thy felicity conſiſteth, without which thou art 
uncapable of any proſperity, of any ſecurity, of any joy or comfort ? 

Doft thou fear the diſpleaſure of man, of poor impotent man, a ſorry 


ſrail worm, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, (ready to fly away in every 
moment.) whoſe anger can do thee no real harm, whoſe power can hard- | 


ly touch thee, can no-wiſe reach -thy ſoul, or its concerns ; whilit thou 
dreadeil not to offend the Eternal Almighty God, under whoſe feet thou 
lieſt, ready to be cruſhed into nothing, or ſtampt down into hell at his 
picaſure ? 

Rareſt thou not, O heartleſs daſtard, to do that, which is in thy power 


_ eaſily to do, which thou art infinitely concerned to do, which upon ſo 


many accompts thou art obliged to.do, out of fear to croſs thine equal, 
yea tar thine inferiour in this caſe ; ſor he that ſtandeth to his duty, as he 


hath the better cauſe, fo he hath the greater force, 'and aſſuredly will de- 


teat all his oppoſers ? 


Art thou, O pulillanimous fave, in regard to any Creature, thy fellow- 
{ubje&, and ſervant, afraid of exprelling thy loyalty to thy Sovereign Lore, 


thy 
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to provoke him (as thoſe in the Prophet did) to his face 2 For ſo indeed 
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frm. XXXIV. Provide Things Honeſt in the Sight of all Men. 329. 
hy love to infinite Goodneſs, thy Gratitude to thy beſt Friend and kindeſt © 
genefator, thy Reverence toward the Divine Majeſty, thine awe of un- 
controllable Power ; Ts this a reaſonable, an excuſable, a tolerable fear 2 

Surely, if ever to be driven out of Heart is reproachful, if ever to be _ 
owed doth argue Infirmity and AbjeAneſs of Spirit, it is in this Caſe ; 
qhen we have all the Reaſon and Obligation in the World to be moſt cou- 
ageous and reſolute, to fear no Colours, to make our Party good againſt 
ll oppoſition ; when we have the greateſt neceſſity to engage us, and the 

teſt advantage to encourage us to hold out ſtoutly ; the greateſt neceſ- 
"n ſeeing all that we have, our Life, our Salvation, our eternal Weal doth 
leat ſtake ; For it is not a vain thing for you, becauſe it i your Life : The Deur. 32. 47, 
neateſt advantage, for that if we will, we are invincible, and affured of an 
ale Victory, ſeeing we take part with God, and have 
Omnipotency on our ſide ; ſo that we can ſay with fab 118-6 Heb,rz.6 |» 
David, The Lord is my helper, T will not fear what man Jer. 7.8, 0, 11, a1, 19 
an do*unto me ? The Lord is my light, and my ſavati- Gen. 26. 24. 15. 1. 
n, whom ſhall I fear ? the Lord is the ſtrength of my life, —_— 4 _— 31.8. 
whom ſhall T be afraid 2 


1 
-. 


-There is not indeed to thoſe who are under God's ſpecial Protection, 

nd confide in him, any thing in nature, really formidable or terrible ; it 

$his peculiar Attribute to be the Mighty and Terrible One : He recom- 

nendeth himſelf to us as- our fear, that is, the ſpecial Obje& of it ; we Jer.5.22.10.7 

terefore do facrilegiouſly wrong him, by fearing any other thing in ſuch A 75-4 

(aſes of Competition, and when we are concerned to fear him ; whence 10.19. 28.58. 

ten we are prohibited to fear. the greateſt Powers in the World 5 Fear PL 76: 7, 11. 

wt them which kill the Body (if God permit them) but are not able to {75 1, 

lil the Soul ; but rather fear hint who is able to deſtroy both Body and Soul 

# Hell. | LY 4 

Who (faith St; Peter) i he that will (or that can) harm you, if ye be The 5 xaxd- 
rs of that-which is good? ———wherefore be not afraid of their Terror, 9"; " Pet.3, 

either be troubled ; but ſanitifie the Lord God in your Hearts (by a pure?” + 

(onfidence in him.) | | 

In ſuch caſes, we ſhould be: ready to accoſt. the greateſt' Potentates, in 

lems like thoſe of the three-brave Youths in Daniel: O Nebuchadnezzar, pan. 3. 16. 

x are not careful toranſwer thee-in' this matter ': If it be ſo, 'our God whom 

wſerve 15 able to deliver. us: from: the burning fiery Furnace, :aud he will de-: 

er-us: out of thine Hand, O'King'; But (however) if #ot, be it known 

ntothee, O King,” that we wilt not ſerve thy Gods, nor _ thy golden Image. 

wich-thou haſt fet'up:«- And if in imitation 'of- ſo. worthy an Example, we: 

bould defie the'Wrath of the: greateſt Kings,” demanding i any ſinful Com-- 

Jnce from us, how poor a thing is it to fear the Diſpleaſure of ſorry 

(onipanions enticing us to the:like 7: howmuch more ſhould we defie all 

it. crew of hectorly"Ruffians; and hufling Bragadochios? *: 5 7 561 7 

VWhile wickedptofane Menrare:ſo bold:and. ſtout in impugning Good-- 

teſs $\We ſhould'bercburagious:n/ defence: of It. T, he Right cous is 4s bold Proy, 28. 1. 


\ 


41. 10. 
Matt. 10. 26, 


. 


ba Log, 


'The Fear of God' (the which/is moſt reaſonable and prudent, and'conſi- 
lent with the braveſt Courage ſhould exclude the Fear of Men ; the which 
Shoeſs vain: than baſe ; the-which indeed doth involve the wildeſt Bold- 
ts:and moſt raſh Fool-hardineſs in the World, puſhing us into the moſt 
therate Adventures that can be ; while by ſinning we'incenſe the moſt 
Tadtul Anger, we invade the moſt formidable Power, we incur the moſt 
Wrible Dangers, we run headlong, into' the Jaws of Death and Hell : 


a 2 mixture there is of baſe Cowardice; and mad audacity in Practices 
ng from that Principle. V yv 3. Men 
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3. Men commonly do negle& the open Practice of Vertue, out of Praia E | 


to decline Envy ; forill Men ſeeing others endowed with worthy Qualities 
which they want ; performing good Deeds, from which. their Infirmity ox 


Pravity doth hold them averſe ; entitled to Commendations, Rewards and 


Advantages to which they cannot aſpire, and whereby they ſeem to eclipſe 
their Credit, or impair their Intereſt, or expoſe their Unworthineſs » Cat=- 


\ not lookon ſuch Perſons without an evi/ Eye,or without conceiving in their. 


Invidiam pla- 
care paras 
vntute reli 
Ha ? 

Contemnere 
miſer. 

Hor. Serm. 

. 2» go 


Py 


Heart malevolent Grudges at them, which they will be apt to ven, in. 


ſpiteful PraQtices, endeavouring to ſupplant or blaſt their Vertue ;Menare 
apt to envy the Favourites of God, as they are of Princes. Nor indeed 
doth any thing more powerfully incite Men to hurt their Neighbour, than 
ſuch Malignity, being edged by that anguiſh, which their fore Eye doth 
feel ; to ſhun which Envy, and its miſchievous Effets Men commonly4re 
tempted to withdraw its Cauſe, their own Vertue, . that: its bright Luftre 
may not wound the Sight of ſuch Neighbours. | a 
But thus to appeaſe Envy by deſerting Vertue is very fond and abfurd, 
For, | | > a OT 
Shall I caſt away my beſt Goods, becauſe another would not have-me 
to enjoy them ? ſhall I be terribly ſick, to cure another's diſtemperedFan- 
CY 2 ſhall I render my ſelf miſerable, becauſe another doth not like to ſee 
me happy 2? becauſe he doth want Charity, muſt I forego Innocence? he- 
cauſe he doth not love me, ſhall I hate my ſelf 2 to pleaſe him merely, 
without bettering him, to eaſe him of a wholſome Smart, ſhall I diſpleae 
God, and abuſe my ſelf 2 - ; | 29 
Would he not be a filly Man, who; being envied becauſe. he ſeemeth x 
Favourite of his Prince, would to gratifie ſuch Enviers, offend his Prince? 
No ſurely, this is too fond a regard unto aty Man's baſe Diſpoſition, this'is 
too great a Gratification of an Enemy's Pleaſure, this is too ſlaviſhaDe- 
preſiion of a Man's ſelf; rather let him fret, let him torment himſelf, lethim 
inflict a juft Puniſhment on his own uncharitable and unworthy Humout ; 


wy perhaps he may be reduced to diſcern his Folly, and corteqhis 
_ Fault. | $5, 


Would any Man upon ſuch 'Terms patt with his Eſtate, mar hisBuſineſs, 
ſlur his Reputation, or purpoſely play the-fool 2 would any Man become 
poor, infamous or contemptible, becauſe: to.be rich, tobe proſperous, to 
be honourable, to be wiſe are invidious things 2 Much ſeſs-thould 'a Man 
upon that account negle&t his Duty, thereby betraying his Soul, diſcard- 
ing the Love and-Favour of God, deſtroying the ſatisfaction of his Conſci- 
ence, and forfeiting his hopes of Felicity: Damages and Miſchicfs compar 


rable to. which all the Envy and ſpight in the World can no-wiſe bring up- 


If we would avoid Envy,: we ſhould not:do it by: incurring a worſe Evil, 
and rendring our ſelves contemptible' fox: Unworthinefs "we ſhould rather 
damp it by Modeſty, Humility, an inoffenfive Tenour of:Liife.. ./ -- ' / | 
' We ſhould ſurmount it, andquaſh it by conſtant blameleſs Converlat- 
on. The which will kill the Envious, or the Envy. KL! 


An-unqueſtionable Vertne will top-the Mouth: of DetraCtion, and dnive 


Envy into Corners, not daring to ſhew it: ſelf againſt it: 


| 4+ A common Principle, trom whence negle&t of Duty, and comimilli- 
on of Sin in viſible Converſation doth: ſpring, is a fear of-Infamy, and re- 
proach, whereto the ſtri&t practice of Vertue is liable ; Men not enduring 
to bear the odious Cenſures, the foul Imputations, the ugly CharaQers, 
the ſcurvy Epithets, and opprobrious Names, wherewith the bold and ſpite 


ful Enenues of Goodneſsare wont to aſperſe and brand its faithful Ron 
rents. | | 


WO we 


S, WH proud have had me in derifion, yet have I not declined from thy Law ? 

& WH David, a great King, a Man of ſingular Courage and Gallantry, a glori- 

0 WW ous Hero ; yet even him did bold and baſe People deride. Whom will 

un mot profane Impudence aſfail2 whom will not they attempt to deter from 

d- WH Goodneſs - | 

ol WW Art thou ſo blind, as not to diſcern whence it cometh, that they diſpa- 

a- Wt tage Vertue 2 that is, from their extreme Variity and Raſhneſs, which move 

p- WW them to ſpeak any thing without conſideration or diſcretion ; from their 

_ Wl great navghtineſs arid weakneſs, their being bewitched with Pleaſure, and 

al, WW befotted with Vice, which engageth them to take part (0 furiouſly with 

xr WW them ; from their malignity,” and ſpite againſt that which crolleth their 

F fond Humours and exorbitant Luſts; from their Pride which ſwe a- 

0 BW painſt thoſe, who by contrary Practice diſſent from their Folly, | 

+ MU prove their Wickednefs, and eclipſe their Repute ; from their Envy, h 

ve WF fepineth at thy appearing better and happier than themſelves thy excel- 

MW vg them in true Worth, thy enjoying that Gatisfation which they want, 

fi WW thy attaining that bleſſed Hope, to which they cannot aſpire ; and ſeeing 

re- I lat their Reproaches do iflue from ſuch Principles, wilt thou regard them } 

ws WW Aretheir Words any Slander, who being profelſed bob ads "TER 

ers, © Enemics of Goodneſs, do naturally impugn it by the _ ——_ « Fae Proves © alli | 
wee WF Teadieti Arms they have, a virulent and petulent Knot nh. bon | 
Jhe- WW Tongue > | | 
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5 m. XXX1IV,'. Provide Things. Honeſt i the Sight 'of-all Men. 


To be'deemed weak, credulous,' ſuperſtitious, formal, timorous, nice 
 ſqueamiſh, ſcrupulous, ftraitlaced, »conceited, affected, croſs, furly, moroſe, 
' foward; "ſtubborn, pertinacious, proud. 2h OT 
To betermed a foppi{h Simpletor, doting; on-Speculations, and enſlaved 
to Rules; a fantaſtical! F7amorift, a preciſe Bzgot, 'a rigid Stoick, a demure 
 Seaksby, a clowritth Singularift, a Non-conformiſt: to ordinary uſage, a ſtiff 
 Opintatre ;\a Man of a' pitiful narrow Spirit, pent up within a ſmall com- 
| paſs, contined by: Principles, fetrered by Laws, living in Bondage to his 
| Conſcience; 7} GD | 
Theſe and the like hard Cenſures, foul Reproaches, and abuſive Scofls, 
even all which Invention quickned by Envy, Choler, rancorous Spite, and 
aided by the malicious Fiend, can ſuggeſt, wherewith the protane Crew of Pal. 57. 3, 4: 
Menuſually do'confpire to daub and: perſecute- thoſe who. refuſe to com- 
ply. with their unconſcionable Extravagancies and Impieties, Men can hard- 
brook, and' thence to ſhunthem/yield up all, croſs their Reaſon, proſti- 
tate their Conſcience, violate all their Obligations; chufing rather-to be 
juſtly reproachable for, bad Actions, than unjuſtly reproached for good.. - 
But: with ſuch a Perfon, who is thus» diverted from his Duty, let me 
expoſtulate : | 117 | | 
2 Doſt thou well to regard what unbribled Tongues = w;hiveft rupius quien ſapientis vitam ab 
-out of a wanton Mind and corrupt Heart do ſputter inſipienti» ſermone pendere. Cic. de Fin. 
nd foam ? Shall thy Practice depend on their looſe * (147: | 
Mit or licentious Talk, fo that thou muſt do nothing which they ſhall not 
tein Inamour to commend 2? rt 
Wilt thou renounce” all Wiſdom, abandon thy beſt | Quid de te, alis lquantur, ipſi videant. 
_ forfeit thy Happineſs to decline a Squib,, or **P!? «pad Cic. in San, 
a Flurt > | | | 
= Would not he be a ſtark Fool who would he railed or- jeered out of his 
Way 1n Travel, out of his Buſineſs io Traffick, out of his Eſtate, or real In- 
tereſt upon any occaſion ; and is he not evidently far more ſuch, who 
mill be flouted out of his Duty, out of his Salvation, out of any ſpiritual | 
Advantage 2 was not the Practice, of David more adviſeable, who ſaid, The pal, 19. g1: 
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 ſede Conſt.) Arit; 81. 11—" 


Malis diſplicere laudari eft. Sen. Ex- 


Non poteſt bonus non eſſe, qui bonis placet 3 
nec minis validum argumentum mibi vi- 
detur, quod bonus ſit ſi malis _ diſpliceat, 


. Bern Ep. 248. 


TAPeVes. 1 Pet. 2. 15+ 
I ATvTOnh 2 The. > | 


} Ant. 3e Se 4+ +, 


Quanta dementia eft vereri ne infame- 
ris ab infamibus 2 Sen. Ep. 91. 


and diſgrace it ? 


' Can their dirty Language, beſpattering ea 
after their nature, or. render that diſhoncurible ; = 


s odious, which in it ſelf is moſt excellent, 'imoſt-amj. 


able, moſt venerable, moſt uſeful and profitablez” 
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Is it not indeed'a commendation of Vertue, which 


» 
- 


ſhould encourage us the more to like it, 'to honour ie 
to embrace it, that vain, wild;. difſolute Perſons, & 
ſtempered in their Minds, notoriouſly void of Diſcre- 
tion, of Integrity, of Sobriety, do pretend to. vilife 


- As their Commendation is of no 
proach is leſs con{iderable. Abi; 
Doft thou not diſparage thine own Judgment by 
heeding theirs, or ſuffering it to be of any conſiderg- 
tion with thee in-the conduct of thy Life > 


worth,ſo theirRe- 


/ Doſt thou take them to be ſcrious in this, or to ſpeak in good earneſt, 
when they reproach Vertue, and-ſlight the plain Dictates-of Reaſon, the 
clear Light of natural Conſcience, the: expreſs commands of God, the! ap- 


Woverer ſi judicio hacfacerunt, nunc more 
bo factunt. Sen. Exc. | 


Ey1 chm a noftro Catone laudabar, vel 
reprebendi me 4 cateris facile pattebar. Cic. 
de Orat. | 


parent Concerns of their own Soul 2 they who-are 
ſober in nothing; how can they: be ſerious inthis 2 
why ſhould they ſeem judicious in ſuch a caſe ? 


Is it not evidently better to be ſlandered by-giddy, 


lewd, ungodly Wretches, who mind not whar they 
ſay, nor care what they do, whoſe Judgment' there- 


fore can, ſignifie nothing ; than really to deſerve reproof; and thence'icer. 
tainly to incur blame from allſtaid, ſober, conligerate, wiſe and vertuous 
Perſons, who judge adviſedly and uprightly about things ? | 

Is it not |better 'to undergo their ſevereſt Cenſure, .and moſt biting 
Scoffs, than to be condemned of Folly and Baſeneſs by thy own Mind, an 
reviled by thy own Conſcience ? | | 

Is it not-infinitely better 'to be unjuſtly  defamed by Men, than to be 
diſreputed by God, expoſed to molt diſgraceful condemnation at his Bar, 


Dan. 12.2: and thrown into that ſtate of everlaſting Ignominy ? 


Tu ergo plus opprobria times quam tor- 
menta ? (Fc. Berne Ep. 108. 
Matt. 25+ AT» 


F quiſſimo animo ad honeſſum conſilium 
per mediam infamiam teidam, tc, Sen, 


 Ep.81. 


Non vis eſſe juſlus ſine gloria ? at me- 
hercule ſepe juſtus eſſe debebis cum infamia. 
Sen. Ep. 113» 


Ant. 5. S. 3- 


Is it not more tolerable to 
than having violated our Duty, and broken God's 
Commands one Day to hear that diſmal Sentence, Go 


- ye curſed into everlaſting Fire ? 


 Itisa glorious Infamy, which one ſuſtaineth for 
the ſake ot Righteouſneſs. | | 
Even Zeathens, with whom Glory was the moſt 
ample Reward, and ſweeteſt fruit of Vertue, yet do n- 
join that we ſhould prefer Conſcience before it ; and 
that we ſhould rather gladly embrace lnfamy, than 


hear ſuch Language, , 


. 16: 9.18, 
? mY forſake Vertue.. - | 

the Lot of all good Men (for probation, exerciſe and improvement 

| eir Vertue to be perſecuted) at leaſt in ſome times, as when St. Pa! 

: Tow. 3. hy ſaid, 44 that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution ; And 

ach. 12. 6... {urcly he that ſincerely loveth God, would even defire occaſion of ſufter- 

ing ſomewhat for his ſake, in teſtimony of his faithful AﬀeStion-: But 

what more tolerable Perſecution, what more eaſe Martyrdom could we 

wiſh, than to be laſhed by a ſcurrilous Tongue ; or rather- to obſerve tie 

Ears of others to be infelted with the Buzzes of Detrattion 2 what is this 

but a little Air ſtirred in vain, but a mere ſound or blaft of Wind, import- 


ing nought to him that doth not mind it, or will not be affected with q ; 
tC 
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WW the which ſurely .to a found Heart and pure Conſcience cannot be very ſen- 
ble; a Man muſt: have a froward:Temper, or a tender Ear, whom a little Quidfutius 
ach creaking; or grating noiſe doth much vex; all its force 1s brokef\, all apcrndbnragy 
its miſchiet 15 remedied cafily, by negle& or contempt. - Sen Fo. ot; 
© is. in a manner more commendable to ſuffer for being good, than'for 
heingy A Chriſtian;p:atruer Martyrdom to ſuffer for the 1emper than for, 
the Name of Chriſt ; tor doing well, than for profeiling Truth. | | 
MW Who indeed had ever been ,g90d,' in iy notable degree, if ſome had 

minded the Opinion,: or the Diſcourſe'of ſuch Men, whom 1n all times the 

geat Adverſary of Goodneſs and Maligner of our 

Welfare hath excited to deter Men from Vertue by Jer. 20.7 = 

thus abuſing it 2 hath'it not ever-been the Portion of 4, 16.** 9b Rt heneban 

my Men "_ \uffer ” Ons _ 2 X oy Job 12. 4. Sap«-5. 3+ 

- Was not * our Lord'himfelt; were not his Apoſtles, >, Os Ter 
were: not. all the Prophets of old, - were not Vl the bonds | oh DER 4 —_— 
Heroes in Goodneſs-of all times thus purſued! with * Heb. 12.3. Aranonimnd—_— 
Obloquy ? what. vile Imputation, what Name of Re- 77 ©5: 245 316, y £7Haee, 
_— can be deviſed, wherewith the ſpiteful World did not beſmear 

em ? | . | 

+ Yet were they much diſturbed at it,. were they any-wiſe diſcouraged or '01aN5 wiz) 
fared by it {rom their Duty > No; they rather did find Satisfation and WY you” 
&lght1n it ; it rather did heighten their mind and ſtrengthen their reſolu- *: oþ 16. 38. 
tion ;. 1t begat a gallant, and triumphant diſdain of ſuch Injuries, enlivening 
andanumating them in their carier of Duty ; they did embrace Reproach for 
Righteoulnels not only with content, as their proper Lot and Portion from 


ol . . . - o . * Q& : . 
God s Providence; but with Joy,.as their ſpecial Glory and Happineſs, from Ea... 


- 


Late ye, when Men ſhall revile you, and ſhall ſay qfl manner of Evil againſt you 8gz0w 
fully for my ſake + Bleſſed are ye when Men—ſhall reproach you, and caſt te 5 17: 
wt your name as evel for the Son of Man's ſake; and according to St. Peter, 
aureIGeo, if ye be reproached for the Name of Chriſt (that is, for-conſcio- 1 Pet. 4. 14. 
nably.diſcharging any Chriſtian Duty) happy are ye, for the Spirit of Glory 

ad of God reſteth on you ; on their part he is evil 7" of, but on your part he 
"#glorified. Foes | 

- Infine, it is all Reaſon, andit is the expreſs Command of God, that in 

ſuch Caſes we ſhould not regard the Cenſures, or the Reproaches of any 

Mortal : It is a part of Duty to deſpiſe Obloquy, to expole and loſe Repu- 

tation for God's ſake. For Hearkes (faith he) unto me ye that know-Righ- Ia. g1. 7: 8: 
teouſneſs, the people in whoſe Heart is my Law fear ye not the Reproach of Men, _ 

; WM neither be ye afraid of their Revilings ; for the Moth ſhall eat them up like a 

|- WH Garment, and the Worm ſhall eat them like Wooll : but my Righteouſneſs ſhall 


d befor ever, and my Salvation from Generation to Generation. 

n W 5: Men commonly decline the publick praftice of Duty out of Aﬀeta- 
tion thereby to be: deemed more honeſt and ſincere, or to decline the Su- 

t: WM ſpicion of being hypocritical. . 


4 As this is the moſt obvious and uſual Calumny wherewith difſolute 
d WW People docharge good Men ; ſo to Men of generous Diſpoſition it is of 
r- Wl! Cenſures moſt poinant, as moſt croſſing their Temper according to 
ut WW which as they hate to be, ſo they can hardly endure to be counted or 
'c IF called Diſſemblers ; whence often they chuſe rather to ſeem indifferent to 
1c WF Goodneſs, than zealou'ly affeted to it + they rather wave ſome Points of 
15 WF Duty, than for-the periormance of them expoſe themſelves to that Impu- 
't- Wl tation, - | | 
* But this proceeding is very unreaſonable, For, | 
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What can be more abſurd, thanto be really and notoriouſly bad: (as: 

whoever omitteth his Duty is) to prevent a ſarmiſe of being ſuch 2-vx 

to be' truly worſe than we ſhould be, that we may not be deemed worſe 

than we ſeem ? LE NTR, | | ell 

How ean we more gratifie the Enemy of our Salvation, than by appro-. 

ving our ſelves in truth to be what he would falfly- challenge us tobe: 

Moekers of God, and Traitors to our own Soul ? \ Foe 

Is it not a, vain thing to regardhar kind of Cenſure, which it is impo. 

ſible for any Man toefcape, upon other Terms than of being very naugh- 

ty ? for wicked Men will never fail to load thoſe with this Charge wha wilt 

x Per. 4 4, Not comply with their Follies, and run with them to the ſame exceſs of Riot, 

| or are any-wile better than themſelves ; it is inevitable for a ſtaunch Man 
notto be ſtigmatized for a Hypocrite by them. q " bir 

2 Cor. 1. 12, . We have certainly more reafon to'be ſatisfied with the ſure Conſcience 

x John 3. 21. and Senſe *of our own Integrity, 'than to-be moved with the preftumptuoug 

- Aſſertions of any Wretch'devoid of Juſtice or Charity : His - Cenſure be- 

ing plainly Injurious, and contrary to all Rules of Equity, which preſcribe 

that = Man ſhould judge of things unknown, or uncertain, isgtterlyde- 

ſpicable. bas rh & 142 

: John 3. 20, The Teſtimony of God (who 5s greater than our Hearts ) perfe&ly know- 

COD 2. 4 1ng our Sincerity, may abundantly ſupport us; 1t 1s a great wrong to 

col. 3.24, himfor us to value the raſh Suſpicions of Men, when we are ſecure of his 


Eph.6. 5. Knowledge, who ſeeth all our Works, and trieth our Hearts ; who hath faid, 
1 Cor. 4.4. 


pH that if we commit our way to him, and truſt in him, he will bring forth our 


Righteouſneſs as the Light, and our Judgment as the Noon day. 
It is certainly better to be called Hypocrite by Men for doing our Duty, 
than to be treated as a Hypocrite by God tor negleCting it ; for. all thoſe 


Matt. 24-751. Who npon any account da violate God's T.aws ; ſhall have therr Portion # 


with the Hypocrites, in that diſconſolate place, where is weeping and guaſh- 
zng of Teeth. And good reafon'; for indeed by thus avoiding Hypocrilie, we 
really do incur it ; by ſeeking topreſerve an opinion of Sincerity, we. for- 
feit the reality of it ; by the practice of difavowing the Fear of God; and 
Care of Goodneſs, we do conſtitute our ſelves certain Hypocrites, and Im- 
poſtors ; diſſembling our Thoughts, ſmothering our Conſcience, deluding 
our Neighbours with falſe Conceits of us, feigning that Indifference which 
we have not, pretending toaC& without regret or remorſe, which we! catl- 
not do ; ſeeming otherwiſe than we are, ſignifying otherwiſe: than we 
mean, doing otherwiſe than we judge fit, or like to do ; that is, if we be 
not ſtark Intidels, or utterly void of Conſcience. | ; 
This is Hypocriſie turned the wrong fide ontward, diſguiſing a Manin 
= fouler Shape, and uglier Garb, than that whieh is natural and true. 
And if we compare the two Hypocriſies, (that of pretending Conſci- 


ence, which we want, and this of denying Conſcience, which we have; 


that of ſeeming better than we are, this of ſeeming worſe than we May 
be) this in nature'may well ſeem more vile, in tendency more dangerous, 
in effect more miſchievous than the other. 

There 1s in both the ſame Falſhond, the ſame Prevarication, the like Con- 
tempt and Abuſe of God ; hut the Hypocrite of whom we ſpeak doth 
worſe things, more direaly wrongful to God, more prejudicial to Good- 
neſs more harmful to the World. | 

The ſpecious Hypocrite counterfeiting Goodneſs, and having a Form of 
Godlineſs, without the Power. and Reality of it, doth yield to God ſome 
part (the exteriour part) of his due Honour and Reſpect ; but the ſneaking 
Hypocrite, diſowning Goodneſs, doth apparently deſert, flight and _ 
Wo . God; 
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XXXI I. Provide Things Honeſt in the Sight of all Men, 


God ; the one ſerveth God with his Face, and his Voice, though his Heart 
ke far from him; the other doth not ſo much as ſacrifice a carcaſs of Obe- 
dence to him 3 That may bring ſome Credit and Advantage to Goodneſs, 
ſtrengthen its Intereſt by his Vote and Countenance; this by not avowing 
+ doth aſſuredly weaken its Reputation and Cauſe; that Hypocriſie, as 
{ach is a private and ſingle Evil, whereby a Man doth indeed prejudice him- 
lf, but doth not injure his Neighbour, yea may edifie him by the appear- 
ing (which in this reſpect is the ſame with the real) Goodneſs of his Ex- 
ample ; but this Hypocrifie is a general Miſchief, a ſcandalous Evil, a con- 
tagious Peſtilence, whereby a Man not only harmeth himſelf, but wrong- 
eth many others, ſeducing them .into Diſfoluteneſs, infecting the World 
with baſe Indifference to Good, and eaſineſsto comply with Sin. 

ſt is indeed a fad thing, that God and Goodneſs ſhould be deſerted up- 
on this accompt ; -that moſt Men ſhould be, ſo uncharitable, ſo unjuſt, ſo 
imprudent as to ſuſpect all good Men of Hypocriſie ; as if it were incre- 
dible that any Man ſhould heartily love: or tear God; (when .it is rather 


frange that any Man ſhould do otherwiſe) that any Man in good earneſt - 


or otherwiſe than in Pretence and for ſiniſter ReſpeAtsſhould embrace Ver- 
tue (when it is marvellous, that a reaſonable Man -ſhould decline it) that 
ſo many of thernſelves inclinable to Goodneſs, ſhould be ſoweak as to be 
 &err'd from it by ſo vain an Apprehenfion ; and that the Name of Hypo- 
aite ſhould drive away Piety; that it ſhould become deſirable, that Hypo- 


In fine, we may otherwiſe ſuppreſs this'odious Imputation, than by de- 
frring Goodneſs ; we may demonſtrate our ſelves ſerious and ſincere” by 


pocriſie, for no Mancan hold long in a ſtrained Poſture ; no Man will 
much Pains, or Encounter great Difficulties, or ſuſtain grievous Hardſhips 
and'Afflitions,. croſs his Appetites, forego Gains, and Honours, for that 


IH fics and Formalities, ' but hewill hardly feign Humility, Meckneſs, Pati- 
| ce, Contentedneſs, Temperance, at leaſt uniformly and conſtantly. E- 


| ren the patient enduring this Cenſute will confute it, , and wipe off the 


Aiperſion of Hypoctifie. 


cites might abound in the World, left Religion both in truth and thew 


an inflexible adherence to it, in the continual Tenour of our PraRtice ; and - 
| eſpectally-in ſome inſtances of Duty, which are hardly conſiſtent war M | 
ake 


which che doth not heartily like and love ; he may counterfeit in Ceremo- Mare. 23: 25 


SERMON XXXV. | 


Provide things honeſt in the Goh 
of all Men. ? aha 


- 4x COR, VIIL 21. 


Providing for -honeſt things not only in the ſight of the Lord, but in 
., the ſight of Men. 5 ring 


6. Nother great Impediment of good Converſation before Men is a 
7 deſire of ſeeming courteous and civil; Men uſually conform to 
ſinful Practices, becauſe they would not be held Clowns, rude 
and diſtaſtful in Converſation; they would not give Offence to their Com 
ny, by claſhing with their Humour ; by preferring their own Judgment;and 
ſeeming to bein their own Conceit wiſer and better than thoſe with whom 
they converſe ;- by provoking them to think they are held Fools or worſe 
by ſuch non-compliance, . ; | 
. "This is an ordinary Snare to eaſie and ingenuous Natures; but the ground 

of it is very unreaſonable : For although in Matters of indiflerence,-where 

Duty and Sin do not fall into conſideration, to be limber and duQile as 

can be- (which is the Temper of the beft Metal) to have no Humour of 

our.qwn, or to reſign up-all our Humour to:the Will of our Company, to 
condeſcend unto, and comport with' anything ; to raiſe no Faction or De- 
bate,- but preſently to yield to the ſwaying Vote ;. to become all things to all 
men in a ready' Complaiſance, be Wiſdom-and- good Manners, doth argue 
good Nature, good Underſtanding, good Breeding ; is arightly gentile and 
obliging Quality : | 
Yet where Duty is concerned, where Sinning or not Sinning is the Caſe, 


| there Courteſie hath no room; there it is vain to pretend any Engagement 


to Complaiſance. 
For ſurely it is better to be held uncivil, than to be ungodly ; it is far 


' better Manners to offend any number of Men, than to be rude with God, to 


Plal. 119, 23+ 
Matt. 10. 18; 


claſh with his Pleaſure, to offer Indignity and Injury to him ; there can be 
no competition in the Caſe ; no ſhadow of Reaſon, why we ſhould diſpleaſe 
God to pleaſe Men. ” ws 98 Or nog cr ow 

As it were more civil to offend ten thouſand Boors, (Peaſants) than to 
affront our King ; ſo to offend ten thouſand Kings than to affront our God 
were in Policy more adviſeable, and in Equity more juſtifiable; fo the 
Royal Pſalmiſt did judge ; for Princes (faid he) did fit and ſpeak againſt 
me, but thy Servant did meditate in thy Statutes ; ſo Moſes, ſo Samuel, 10 


| Elias, fo Jeremy, 1o Daniel, (o the three noble Children, fo the holy Apo-. 

ſiles did conceive; who being Perſons otherwiſe very courteous and gentle, 

yet had not that conſideration of mighty Princes, as not rather to approve 

their Conſciences to God, than to comply with their Pleaſure, how _ 
2 


Serm. XXXV. Provide things honeſt in the ſight of all men. SED |: 


leſs ſhould we upon pretence of courteſie toward interiour perſons, in or- 
dinary converſation tranſgreſs our duty ? | 

Qur oun intereſt in ſuch caſes is too conſiderable to be ſacrificed to the 

conceit-or pleaſure of any men; Our falvation is no matter, wherein for- 

mality of reſpect ſhould intervene, or have any weight ; to gain or forfeit 

\  oureternal happineſs, is no buſineſs of complement or ceremony : It were 

a {illy courteſie for a man to wait on his company to Hell ; a wild point 

of gallantry, to be damned m complaiſance. 

Who would take himſelf to be obliged in good manners to hold on the 
round in a.cup of poiſon ; to leap down atter thoſe, who from blind inad- 
vertency, of wiltul pervcrſeneſs tumble into a gulf, to gaſh or ſtab him- 
{elf in conformity to ſome deſperate folk > Much leſs can a man be enga- 
ged out of any ſuch regard, (in compliance with the miſtake, weakneſs, or 
pravity of others) to incur guilt, to provoke divine wrath, to expoſe his 
ſoul to utter ruine, to undergo a damage, for which all the world cannot 
make any reparation or amends ? 

Is it not far better to diſguſt, than to gratifie thoſe, who have' (o little 
conſideration of our welfare ; who indeed are very diſcourtzous and hei- 
nouſly rude, in offering to tempt us unto fin, to defire a compliance there- 

_ 4n with them; toexpet from us, that we ſhould adventure ſo much for 
their vain fſatisfaftion ? £46 

Indeed, to gratifie ſnch perſons, were great and noble courteſie ; but re- 
ally to do it, we ſhould not go this way ; for this is a ſpurious courteſie, 
rather conſpiracy and treachery, than courteſie. 

It is mn truth, at the-bottom, great diſcourteſie (involving much unkind- 
neſs, real abuſe, unmerciful inhumanity and cruelty) to ſecond, to counte- 


nance, to ſupport or encourage any man in doing that which manifeſtly 
rtendeth unto his great prejudice, to his utter bane. | 


It is the trueſt civility (implying real humanity, genuine charity, faith- 
ful kindneſs, and tender pity) to ſtand off in ſuch caſes, and by refuſing 
(in a modeſt, gentle, diſcreet manner refuſing) to concur in fin with our 
friends and companions, to check them, to warn them, to endeavour their 
amendment and retreat from pernicious courſes ; to exerciſe that compaſſion 
toward thera, which S. Jade calleth pulling them out of the fire. 

In ſuch caſes to repel them, yea to reprove them, is the greateſt favour 
we can thew them ; it is not only ſafe for our ſelves, but kind to.them to 
obſerve St. Paul's precept, Have no fellowſhip with the anfruitful works of Epi. g. 1,9. 
darkneſs, but rather reprove them ; tor which deportment whenever they 
come to themtielves, and foberly reflet on things, they will thank and 
bleſs us ; and it will happen, as the Wiſeman faith, He that rebuketh a man, Prov. 28. 23. 
afterward ſhall find more favour than he that flattereth with his tongue. 

In fine, if we throvghly ſcan the butineſs, we ſhall find, that commonly 
it is not abundance of courteſie, but a defe& of charity, or of conſcience, 
or of courage, which diſpoſeth us to reſervedneſs, or to concurrence upon 
ſuch occaſions, in regard to unallowable praQtices. | 


Jud. 22, 23+ 


7. Another ſnare which catcheth and holdeth us in open praRice of ſin, 
or neglect of duty, is deference to thz opinion, authority, cuſtom, or ex- 
ample of others ; to the common opinion, to the authority of great and 
leading perſons, to the falhion of the world, and prevalent humour of 
the ape. 

A man (not conſulting or not confiding in his own reafon) is apt to 
credit the vogue, to defer a kind of veneration to the general ſentiments of 
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men (eſpecially of men qualified) apprehending that allowable or tole- 
rable, which men commonly by their pactice ſeem to approve. He js 
prone to ſuſpect his own judgment of miſtake, when it doth thwart the 
opinion of ſo many; and hardly can have the heart to oppoſe his ſingle 
apprehenſions againlt ſo common notions. 


Def rag The commonneſs of fin, and multitude of offenders, doth in a manner 

Rue, authorize and warrant it, doth at leaſt ſeem to excuſe and extenuate it. 

Juy. Sat. 12, A man eaſily conceiteth himſelf ſafe enough, while he 1s 1n the herd, 
- 4m 2.66 while he walketh in the road, when he hath the broad coverlet of general 
uſage to ſhrowd him from blame : He doth at leaſt fanſie conſolation in 
undergoing a doom with fo many. | | 
But upon many accompts, this is a very fallacious and dangerous ground 
| of practice. ; 

Ant. 9. $18. For multitudes are no good authors of opinion, or guides of practice. 
— Wiſe men have ever been apt to ſuſpect that to be bad, which is moſt 
' reſimi twba, Commorfly admired and affected. | 
_ de vIt. Nothing is more vulgarly noted, than the injudiciouſneſs, the blindneſs, 

= the levity, temerity, and giddineſs of the vulgar ; temper, inclination, ap- 

petite, intereſt, and the like perverting biaſles have molt ſway on them ; 
any ſpecious appearance, any flight motive, any light rumour doth ſerve 
to perſuade them any thing, to drive them any whither. 

All ages have deplored the paucity of wiſe and good men ; the genuine 
diſciples of our Lord, and ſons of wiſdom, have ever been pufi/lus grex, a 

Marr. 7.13. ſmall flock : Our Lord hath told us, that wide is the gate, and broad is the 
Le od, way that leadeth to deſtruttion, and many there be which go in thereat. 

Ia. 10.2:  Wheretore popular uſe is no good argument of truth or right ; norcan 

; yield any warrant, or any colour for infringing God's law : No plebiſcitum 
can be of force againlt it. | 

God never did allow the people to exempt themſelves or us from their 

loyalty, or obedience to his laws; they are univerſally obligatory ; he 

AQs 19. 30. -hath commanded all men to repent ; he hath threatned that otherwiſe a/ 
Oe 3 3 ſhall periſh; and that tribulation and anguiſh ſhall be «pon every ſoul of 
Rom. 2.9. man that doeth evil, NA 
dd $5, x: He by expreſs prohibitions hath obviated all ſuch 
Rom, 12. 2. Be nit conformed to ths pretences and pleas ; Thou ſhalt not (faith he) follow 
OI. i a multitude to do evil ; and, Say ye not a confederacy— 
4, John 2.15. Love not the world ——— neither fear yet hetr fear, nor be af, raid, ( fear not 
Ia 8. 10. to diſſent and' diſcolt from the way of this people.) 
+ aft w. And, If ſinners entice thee, (how many ſoever they be, though 1t be a 
"ſinful. nation, a people laden with iniquity, a-ſeed of evil doers) conſent 
thou not. | 

Indeed if we conlider it, -it is fo far from excuſing lin, that it is an ag- 
gravation thereof, that we therein conſpire with others, and the more the 

worſe: To oppoſe God ſingly, is not quite ſo criminal, as to join with a 
rout in hoſtility and rebellion againſt him ; for hereby God's authority is 
more ſhaken, and his honour more rudely violated ; hereby we do not 
only ſin our ſelves, but contribute to the ſin of others, encourage them 
to it, and uphold them in it by our patronage. 

i Hereby we become acceſlory to the degeneracy and general apoſtaſie of 
the age. 

Hereby we do join our forces to pull down God's judgments on our 
Country, and by promoting general corruption, induce general venge- 


ance, : 
]he 


Serm. KXxV., Provide things honeſt in the ſoght of all men. 339 


" The multitude of ſinners is ſo far from ſheltring any oge from wrath, 
that it ſurely draweth it upon all ; forcing the Almighty not only for the 
| aſſertion of his own authority, and vindication of his honour ; but for the 


good of the people, and purgation of the world, to pour forth remarkable 1. ». 25: 


IT will purge 
VENgCANCce, away the 


For example: In the time of Noah did God ſpare the old world when all diſs, — 
fleſh had corrupted its way upon the earth, did that ſtave off God's wrath, ne RY 
or ſtop the deluge 2 No, it did grievouſly provoke him, it did in a manner 
neceſſitate him to deſtroy man from the face of the earth ; bringing in the by wh 
flood upon the worid of the ungodly, rea 

Did the number of ſinners in Sodom prevent vengeance on them 2 * Wag 2 Pet. 2. 6. 
it not that which did condemn them to an overthrow ſo diſmal, pulling down 
fire and brimſtone on them ? | | 

What was the reaſon of that woful captivity, into which 7frae/ was 
carried 2 Was it not becauſe they were a grievous revolters, and had fo Jer-6. 28: 
generally conſpired in wickedneſs, that the Prophet could-fay, Run ye to Jer. 5.4 
and fro through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and ſee now and know, and ſeek in 
the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man'; if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that ſeeketh the truth, and I will pardon it 2 Was it not this, 
which did wring from God that ſentence, Sha/ 7 not viftt for theſe things 2 Jer 5: 29+ 
ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this ? 

When the caſe is ſuch in any community, as it was in /jrael, when God 
ſaid, From the foal of the foot even to the head there is no ſoundneſs in it, Wa. 1.6 
then judgment is necelſary, and it muſt afſuredly follow, Tour country js Tf. 1: 74 
deſolate Then God, his patience being tired, and his goodneſs unſup- 
portably abuſed, will cry out, 4h, I will caſe me of my adverſaries, and 
avenge me of mine enemies, | 

God, as Governour of the world, in diſcharge of his office, for clearing 
his honour, for aſluring his majeſty, out of regard to publick good, for 
the ſafety and welfare of his ſubjects, is concerned to chaſtiſe notorious, 
ſcandalous, and infe&tious fin: He may reſerve private fins for the final 
doom, when the hidden things of darkneſs ſhall be brought to light, and the 1 Cor. 4.15, 
counſels of hearts manifeſted, and all things ſhall receive juſt award and re« 
compence ; but it is expedient to puniſh publick fins publickly : They-wha 
declare their fin as Sodom, with outrageous impudence, are like to find a Iſa. 3. g. 
puniſhment like that in a common vengeance. | 

We ſhould therefore in ſuch a caſe be the more careful of our converſa- 
tion, more ſhy of ſinful compliance with others, for preventing publick 
calamity ; for that our ſingle piety and innocence (or the goodneſs of a 
few) may ſave our Country, together with our ſelves, from wrath and 
ruine ; ſeeing it is the gracious method of God, in regard to a few righte- 
ous men, to ſpare the reſt ; to releaſe a Nation from deſerved puniſhment ; 
for if in Sodom had been found ten righteous perſons, it had eſcaped that Gen. 38. 32. 
horrible deitruction ; And Iſrael in Hezekiah's time (although in a very 
great and general corruption of that age) by a few good men did avoid 
the like doom ; according to that of the Prophet, Except the Lord of hoſts 16. 1.9. 
had left unto us a very ſmall remnant, we ſhould have been as Sodom. Lam: 3. 2.25 
The righteouineſs of one Noah did fave the race»of mankind from be- 
ing extinct : | | 

The zzal of one Phizehas did flop that plague, which had devoured 7/- 
rael; Phinehas (faid God himſelf) the ſon of Eleatar hath turned my wrath Nom. 25. 11, 
away from the children of Iſrael; while he was zealous jor my ſake among Mal. 19%, 39. 
them, that I conſumed not the children of Iſrael in my jealoufie. 


XK :2 It 


Prong 
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If there had been ſuch another publick Patron of Piety, at the time 
when [/rael was ſo ſeverely puniſhed by deliverance into captivity, it would 
have obſtruted that lJamentable event : God himſelf fo teſtified ; for, 7 

Ezek, 22. 30, ſought (ſaid he) for a man among, them, that would make up the hedge, and 

wy ſtand in the gap before me for the land, that I ſhould not deſtroy it ; but I 
found nove ; therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them —— 

Jer.5-1. and, Run ye to and fro —  (faid he again) Seek —-if ye can find a man— 
in Jeruſalem —— and I will pardon it. | 

Wherefore beſide regard to our own welfare, a conſideration of publick 
good, charity toward the World, a compaſſion of our Country ſhould 
withhold us from conſpiring in common tranſgreſſions, or omiſſions of 

| duty. 

God will not it we ſin with all, we muſt ſuffer with all ; nor will the having ſo much 

es x C195 company in ſuffering yield any true comfort to us ; Soctos habuiſſe doloris 
(to have companions in ſorrow) is in it ſelf a pitiful ſolace, and an un- 
worthy one, favouring of inhumane malignity ; for our fellows will bear 
no ſhare with us, or take off any thing from the burthen of our pains, 
which will be equally to them and us extreme. 

Can it be any conliderable ſatisfaQtion, that we are ſick of an epidemi- 
cal diſeaſe, that ſweepeth away multitudes about us and with us ? 

Is it better for one part, that the whole body is overſpread with a 
noiſom leprofie? that its fellow-members are tortured with grievous 
anguiſh ? 5”, 

Can the ſoreſt pains of our brethren cure the akings of our heart, af- 
_ the pangs of our conſCience, or ſlack the conſuming flames be- 
neath ? 

What advantage can we enjoy from going down to hell in a troop? 
What eaſe ſhall we find there from being encompaſled with the doleful 
groans, the piercing ſhrieks, and diſmal howlings of fellow-ſufferers in 
that infernal dungeon ? 

Alas ! will it not rather augment our pains, to hear the ſore complaints, 
the fierce accuſations, the deſperate curſes of thoſe, whom our compliance 
hath engaged, or encouraged, or confirmed and hardned in that wicked 
practice, which did throw them into that diſconſolate caſe ? 


8. Another principle (near of kin to the former) is a diſlike of ſingu- 
larity, and ſolitude ; together with the conſequences and impurations uſu- 
ally cleaving thereto. 

One would not be a man by himſelf ; to be gazed on, to be hooted at 
as a kind of prodigy, to be deemed an extravagant, odd, humourous, fan- 
taſtick perſon, conceited of his own opinion, addicted to his own way, 

oy arrogating to himſelf a liberty of croſſing and con- 

for bis kf is vo like her mens, his Ways demning, or contemning the wor Id ; therefore he 

are of another faſhion, Sap. 2. 15,6. —runneth along with the age, complying with its ſin- 
ful cuſtoms, and naughty faſhions. 

But this is a vain Principle ; for really to be ſingular. is no fault, to be 
held fo is no diſgrace; it is rather in many caſes laudable and honourable ; 
and if in any moſt reaſonable, 'tis in this. 

Doth not ſingularity, or paucity, encreaſe the price and eſtimation of 
every valuable thing 2 What maketh a jewel, but rarity 2 What but that 
maketh a diamant more precious than a peble ? 

Do not men for ſingular eminency in any art, skill, faculty, endow- 
ment, gain credit and renown 2 What recommended to poſterity the 
names of Apeſ/es, Praxiteles, Phidias, but excelling in their art beygns the 

ordinary 
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ordinary rate ? What gave to Demoſthenes and Cicero their eſteem, but a 
ſingular knack of eloquence 2 To what did Alzxander and Ceſar owe their 
fame, but to an extraordinary valour 2 Whence got Socrates ſuch a name, 
but from his ſingular wiſdom > Whence Fabricius, Ariſtides, Cato, but 
from their ſingular integrity ? | 

Why then ſhould it be a diſcouragement or reproach to be ſingular or 
_ extraordinary in the nobleſt of all faculties, that of living well, in the moſt 
excellent of all perfe&tions, that of vertue ? | 

In truth a man 1s hardly capable of a greater commendation than this, 
that he is ſingularly good ; that he ſurpaſſeth the vulgar level, and mount- 
eth near Heaven in the divineſt qualities ; that no bad example or faſhion 
hath been able to ſeduce or corrupt him ; this ſhould render him to be 
molt highly eſteemed, and moſt dearly cheriſhed, as a choice ornament 
of the world, as a molt uſeful inſtrament of good to mankind. 

It were deſirable that vertue were more common in the world, but ſure- 
ly its being more rare doth render it more admirable, more illuſtrious, 
more glorious. | 


Heroical vertue is therefore ſuch, becauſe ſo few do attain, or can reach 
it; | 


— — pauct quos equos amavit 


Jupiter, 


A few, who by ſpecial aſſiſtance of God's Grace, and by extraordinary 
reſolution, do ſurmount the obſtacles which are ſet againlt it. 
It was well ſaid of St. Bernard, 7o be good among 
good men hath ſafety ; but to be ſuch among bad men , In _ on jc o_ pr, 
hath alſo pr aiſe ; (a man will be ſaved by that, but Sallie of, unite & frekearis 1 bie 
he ſhould be commended for this) that hath as much ante virtutis, quante & difficultatise 
facility as it hath ſecurity, this is of as much worth as rs og 
dificulty, | 
Indeed if we conſider the nature of things, or conſult the hiſtory of 
' times, we ſhall find that vertue muſt be, and ever hath been liable to rhis 
imputation; 1t is commonly ſo hard and hazardous to be good in any 
notable degree, that few will take the pains, or undergo the hardſhips re- 
quiſite to attain or exerciſe it. 
Hence the beſt men, {who are ſuch not according to the blind conje- 
Aure of men, but in God's ſure eſteem) are an elect, -and peculiar ſort « Per. 2. g. 
of people, a few choice perſons cull'd out of a great lump of thoſe, who 
_ reject Religion, or embrace it only in verbal profeſſion, or formal 
EW. 4 
Hence it hath been the obſervation, and complaint of all times, 
Rari quippe bont. | Juv, Fat, 13, 
Hence the moſt renowned men for goodneſs, and who by God's ſpecial ** 
care have been recommended to us as patterns thereof, have been very ſin- 
' gular in it; and their ſingularity did much enhance the price of their 
goodneſs. 
It is faid of Enoch, that he walked with God ; but it feemcth with ſmall, Gen. s. 22. 
or no company beſide ; otherwiſe it would not have been ſo particularly 
recorded of him. 
Noah was content to be a man by himſelf, a preacher of righteouſneſs 
againſt the vogue, and a praQticer thereof againſt the ſtream of his whole 
age; for, thee (ſaid God of him, that is, thee alone.) have 7 ſeen righte- Gen. 7. x. 
ous before me in this generation : He was no leis {ingular in his goodneſs, 
than in his ſalvation, 


Abraham 
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Abraham had no common qualities, which moved God -to pick him 

Gen. 12.1. out, and ſeparate him from the reſt of mankind (to ſingle him from his 
kindred and country) to confer ſpecial graces and bleſſings on him. 

2 Per. 2.7. Lot had his righteous ſoul vexed with the filthy converſation of the wicked, 
which did encloſe him; yet ſo that he did retain a ſound'and clear inte- 
grity among them. | 

Job had this teſtimony from God, examining - Satan concerning him, 

Jobr. % ZHaſt thou conſidered my ſervant Job, that there is none like him on the 
earth ; a perfett and an upright man, one that feareth God, and eſcheweth 
evil ? 

What was the reſolution of Joſhua 2 Did he value being ole or ſingular 
in his practice 2 No, for propounding to his people whether they would 
chuſe God or not, he told them, that however it were, although all of 
them ſhould forſake God, he was reſolved to ſtick faſt to him, not re- 

Joſh. 24. 15. garding their praQtice; But (faid he) as for me and my houſe, we will 

ſerve-the Lord ; that indeed was nobly reſolved ; it was a reſolution wor- 
thy of ſuch an ZHeroe, to ſtand alone in ſo good and wiſe a choice againſt 
his whole Nation. It was a reſolution ſuitable to that his behaviour, which 

Joſh. 14. 8: he expreſſed in theſe words, My brethren that went up with me made the 
heart of the people melt ; but I wholly followed the Lord my God ; in regard 
to which his camerade Caleb, being of the ſame ſpirit with him, 1s called 

Num. 14. 24. 4 man of another ſpirit ; difterent trom, and above the mean ſpirit of his 
fellows, 


What was Davide Was he not a man by himſelf 2 Was he not like 
one, of whom the Poet faith, 


Juv. Set. 13. Egregium ſanftumque virum ft cerno, bimembri 
| Hoc monſtrum puero, vel fate comparo mule. 


* A Wonder, N. Tr. Pſal. 91. 7. 119.31, SO he telleth us, 7 (faith he) am become as it were a 

1 Pet. *Ev & Eavice - * monſter unto many, but my ſure truſt i in thee. 
Did Elias, to ſhun the imputation of ſingularity, or in regard to com- 
| mon practice, ſwerve from his faithful adherence to God's ſervice; al- 
1 Kings 19-19 though he did paſſionately reſent and bewail his caſe? No; for, / have, 
ſaid he, been wery jealous for the Lord of hoſts; for the children of Iſrael 
have forſaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and ſlain thy prophets 
with the ſword ; and I, even I only am left, and they ſeek my life to take it 

away. 

Lam, 3. 14: What was the cafe of Jeremy 2 I (faith he) was a derifon to. all my peo- 
ple, and their ſong all the day; yet did he maintain his integrity, and was 
Jer. 1.1% a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and a brazen wall againſt the whole land; 
_ ahene- againlt the kings of Judah, againſs the princes thereof, and againſt the people 
; of the land. | 


What was the condition of our Lord > Was not he onudor arlinegs- 


Luke 2. 34. j#v0v, a prodigie ſpoken againſt by all, againſt whom both Herod and 

ed 12.3 Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael were gathered 

Iſa. 63.27 together ; who trod the -wine-preſs alone, and of the people there was none 
3 3s : : : . 4 

John 12. 37-- with him ; who in his life was regarded by few, and at his death 


you my. (when he yielded his great atteſtation to truth and righteouſnefs) was 


56. deſerted by all ? 

What was the Apoſtles condition > Were they not ſingular men 2 Were 
AQs 28.22. not they held a Sed, every where ſpoken againſt, and impugned with all 
-"qyoag : violence of ſpirit and rage 2 Were not they made a ſpettacle ro the world, to 
t Cor. 1.26, Þe gazed at with ſcorn and reproach ? Did not they (a few, 1timple, poor, 


weak 
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weak tolk) in doftrine and practice croſs and controll the world, con{u- 
ting, reproving, condemning the generality of men, of errour, of tolly, of 
wickedneſs ? | 

It can therefore be no juſt blame or reaſonable diſcouragement to ap- 
pear ſingular in the practice of vertue. 

Such a ſingularity is no good argument of fond conceitedneſs, of wil- 
ful humour, of arrogant pride. For, 

; Can it be fond conceitedneſs to follow the dictates of the beſt reaſon, 

to obſerve the advices of the wiſeſt men in all times, to follow the dire- 

ion and conduct of infinite widdom, to embrace that which in molt ca- 

ſes natural light, common ſenſe, and continual experience do approve? Is 

it not wildneſs to do otherwiſe, though all ſhould do it ? : 

Can it be wiltul humour to -hold taſt our beſt intereit, our trueſt com- 
fort, our eternal ſalvation? ls it not rather fo, to comply with a perverſe 
generation, 1n running headlong to their own ruine ? 

Can it be pride or arrogance, to acknowledge our Maker ; to be loyal 
and dutiful to our heavenly Sovereign ; to fear the Almighty God, to ſub- 
mit to his will, to 7remble at his word, to be afraid of his judgments, to ſhun 
his fierce anger and ſeyere vengeance ? | 

Is it a bad ambition to ſeek that honour and immortal glory, which 
God doth offer ; to ſhun that everlaſting ſhame and contempt, which he 
doth menace ? 

Is 1t not rather monſtrous preſumption, and enormous vanity, to con- 
ſort- and conſpire with rebels againſt God's law, with deſpiſers of 'his 
grace ? | 

In fine, when the mo{t men are fooliſh and vain, when the world is de- 
praved and diilolute, it is neceſſary that the beſt reaſon ſhould be. called 
humour, and the wiſeſt men ſhould be deemed extravagant ; that the beſt 
things ſhould be flighted, and the beſt perſons repreſented with -odious cha- 
racters : But hence to renounce wiſdom and goodneſs is abominably ab- 
ſurd ; as if we ſhould therefore put out our light, becauſe it is night about 
us; or in deep winter ſhould put off our clothes among the wild /idzans, 


9. Of affinity to the foregoing Principles is this moſt plauſible apology 
tor ſmothering our conſcience, namely, a prudential apprehenſion, that 
we ſhall not come off well -in openly avowing and abetting goodneſs, ſo 
as to do any good, or ſervice to it thereby ; but ſhall thereby rather work 
prejudice and diſlervice to it, + 
\_. The Age (will ſuch a wiſe man fay) is incorrigibly degenerate ; wick- 
ednels is 'not only bold and impudent, but even outragioufly infolent ; 
{o that to appear {tri&tly good, is a kind of ſcandal; to pretend conſcience 
for our rule,of ation, is to be ridiculous ; to patronize duty, is to provoke Job 12. 4 
ſcorn and obloquy.; to mention religion, is to proſtitute and profane it ; 
to concern God in our doing, is to expole his molt facred and venerable 
Name to irritzon and foul abuſe. | 

Such is the poſture of things, that of all the ſeas and. factions which 
divide the world, that of Epicurean {corners and mockers is become the 
molt formidable ; with diſdainful pride inſulting and vapouring over the 
profeliors of religion ; perſecuting all ſoberneſs of mind and ttaunchnets 
of manners with a fierce rage, and a kind of Satanick zeal. 
- The ſlate-of the world being like to that, when the holy P/almi/t cried pal, 94. 3, 4. 
out, Lord, how long ſhall the wicked, how long ſhall the wicked triumph 2 5 "+ 19. 34 
How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak hard things, and all the workers of 
iniquity boaſt themſelves, | 

In 


144-. > Provide things boneſt in the ſight of all men, Vol. lt, 


Mart. 7.6, In ſuch a'caſe, is it not ſeaſonable to obſerve our Lord's advice, not to 
give that which is holy unto dogs, nor to caſt our pearls before ſwine ; not to 
expoſe good dodtrine, and holy practice, to {currillous and ſenſual people, 
who will ſnarl and bark at it, will ſcorn and trample 'on it, will bite and 
tear you for it? | | 

[s it not then wiſdom rather fairly to retreat, withdrawing aur yertue 
into a ſafe retirement, than by openly conteſting for it againſt over- 
matching forces, to hazard its being baifled and abuſed, its being trampled 
on, and triumphed over, by ſcorntul pride and malice ? 

In ſuch a world to oppoſe impicty, what is it but attempting to ſtop 
a torrent, to allay a ſtorm, to gape againſt an oven, to blow againſt the 
wind, to kick againſt the pricks ? | 

But if this caſe be rightly weighed, it rather ſtrongly may engage ys 
to an open profeſſion and practice of the ſtricteſt vertue, than excuſe us 
from it. | | 

Eph. 5.15. St. Paul doth enjoin us fo walk accurately, not as fools, but as wiſe, re- 

Phil. 2.5 deeming the time, for this reaſon, becauſe the days are evil; and that we 
ſhould be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God without rebuke, in the midf 
of a crooked and perverſe nation, ſhining among them as lights in the world . 

* (or, holding aud * holding forth the word of life. ; 

faſt, £7*;6#- And great reaſon for it ; for the worſe the world is, the more need there 

Nas is of good patterns to inſtruct and guide it, to admoniſh and excite it tg 
goodnels. Fg! 


If the days are evil, it is high time that we ſhould apply our beſt en- 
deavours to the mending of them. 


Spells juventees==s bs 68 rengore mates If vertue be ſo near loſt, or ſo quite gone from 
er, quibus formare animum expediat con- AMONg, vs, it is needful that we ſhould preſently ſeek 


ftanttbus exemplis. Tac. Ann. 16. to recover, or to retrive 1t. 


If goodneſs be fo hardly preſſed by oppoſition, then hath every good 
man the more reaſon to appear ſtrenuouſly in its defence, the more are we 
engaged to haſten with all our might to its relief and ſuccour from irre- 
coverable oppreſſion. | 

Every one ſhould labour to raiſe a bank againſt that inundation, which 
threatneth to overthrow and overwhelm all. 

Shall we endure to fee the adverſary of our welfare to carry all before 
him, without any oppoſition or obſtruftion 2 Shall we ſuffer iniquity to 
enjoy a quiet reign, to root and ſettle it ſelf in its uſurpation, to raiſe it 
{elf a title of long occupancy anc preſcription againſt goodneſs ? 

Is it not then more generous to avow our friendſhip to vertue, and to 
aber it in our patronage, when it is under the hatches, and crieth for our 
ai4? Is it not vile treachery in ſuch a caſe to deſert it ? | 

Is it not gallant then zo reſiſt fin, and check wickedneſs, when it is fo 
high and rampant? | 

Who will not be vertuous (or endeavour at leaſt to appear ſuch) when 
vertue is in faſhion and requeſt ; when it flouriſheth in reputation, when all 
the world doth countenance and abet it > Who will not ſhun or difown 
wickedneſs, when it 1s commonly odious and deſpicable > Who will net 
help the Lord againſt weak adverſaries? . 

But to embrace vertue upon greateſt diſadvantages, to diſclaim vice 1n 
its triumphant proſperity, this is indeed brave and maſculine. 

He is a worthy man indeed, who can keep the field among ſo many ſtout 
enemies, who can land upright 2» a crooked generation ; who can deſpiſe 
the ſcorn, defie the rage, bear up againſt the impudence and malignity of 
vain, baſe, wretched men, combining to ſupplant and extirpate Ine 

Or 


Ser. XX KY, Provide things boneſt im the fight of all men, 345 


© Nor have we reaſon in proceeding thus to deſpair of good Succeſs; we 
; need not tear thereby to expoſe the credit, or endanger the intereſt of 
Goodneſs. For, _ Tues: | 
How can we fail of proſpering in the maintenance of God's Cauſe, and 
ſpecial Concern > Although Men. may commonly deſert him, yet doth he 
not utterly forſake them, or gy over the government of the World ; he 
BM may {ct the Reins lie a little looſe, but he doth not put them out of his 
EW Hands ; his Power cannot be abated, his Providence can never ſleep ; 
# though he is ſo patient in ſuffering wicked Men to provoke him, yet he 
wilt-not be ſlack 1n afliſting good Men, who take his part, and undertake 
to maintain his Honour ; Aſjuredly he will help them, who help him againſt 0 
the mighty. | | | 
fy Be Cx vive one will chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thouſand to flight ; Deus. 32. 30. 
One David will knock down never ſo many Philiſtines reproaching God's Jo 23: 10. 
Name ; 'One Phinehaz will repreſs the petulancy of a whole Nation ; One Num 25: 3: 
Jeremy thall be a brazen Wall againſt a whole Land ; God will make it good Jer. i. rg. 15; 
to ſuch an one, They ſhall fight againſt thee, but they ſhall not prevail g- *: 79. 11: 
gainſt, thee ; for 1 am with thee, ſaith the Lord, to deliver thee. 
One ſober Man, in defence of Vertue, is able to diſcomfit all the He- 
Qors, the huffting Blades, and boiſterous Ruffians in the World; attacking 
them with ſound Diſcretion, and ſteady Reſolution : For all their Bravery 
and Confidence, they are eaſily Mated, and being like their Sire, if you 
refiſ# them, they will flee from you : A prudent, ſeaſonable, ſmart check jam. 4. 7. 
will quaſh their ſpurious Courage, and giddy Audacity. Their contempt of 
Goodneſs is but teigned ; they cannot really for their Hearts deſpiſe it ;.there 
s ſtamped on their Souls and Conſciences ſuch a reſpect, ſuch an awe there- 
of, which they cannot quite race out ; wherefore 1t you briskly repreſent 
it to them, and challenge their reverence to it, they cannot but ſuccumb, 
their own Mind and Conſcience joining to back your Reproof; ſo that it 
you cannot reclaim them, you ſhall however repreſs them; if you cannot 
correct their Vice, you ſhall yet ccnfound their Impudence ; For ſo (faith Jer 2c 11. 
it. Peter ) it is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to filence the * Pets 2.15. 
Ignorance of fooliſh Men; and, Having a good Conſcience, that whereas they Tj. NG 
ſpeak evil of you, as of evil doers, they may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your 
Converſation in Chriſt. 
It is only a ſneaking, or a timorous pretence to Vertue, which they 
contemn, but they will admire thoſe who ſtifly adhere to it, and ſtoutly 
maintain 1t. : 
We ſhall therefore expoſe Vertue, not by frankly avowing it, but by 
faintly linking from it, when occaſion requireth an open acknowledgment 
and exemplary practice of it. 
If the World is fo very bad, it will not be worſe for our attempt to bet- 
ter it ; it will be fo much art leaſt better, that one therein hath that wor- 
thy purpoſe. | 
| It was bad, when. Noah preached Righteouſneſs to it. 
'W It was bad, when El:as was ſo zealous for the Lord of Hoſts. 
It was bad, when Jeremy was derided for declaring God's Will, and ex- 
lorting to Repentance. 
They were very bad times, when all the Prophets did ſtrive ſo earneſt- 
ly to reclaim Men from their Wickedneſs; ' being reproached and perſecu- 
ted for doing ſo, but not deterred from doing it; the reſentment they had 
of the badnels of Times did not make them abandon the means of its re- 
covery trom it. 
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Vol. It. | 


1John5.19.. The whole World did lie in wickedneſs when the Apoſtle did undertake 


the Reformation: of it. 


None calleth In fine, if Men generally upon ſuch accompts of deſpairing Prudegca 


for juſt ice, nor 


hella 900% neglect to own Goodneſs, what muſt the conſequence be ? what, but that 
F4 => pal Piety ſhall be caſhiered, that Vertue ſhall be diſcarded, that Conſcience ſhall | 
Iſa. 55. 44 be quite exploded and exterminated from the World ; that conſequently 


horrible deluge of various Miſchiefs, a general prevalence of Lewdneſs aja 
Luxury, of Fraud and Violence, of Faction and Tumult; a violation of all 
Faith and Friendſhip, a diſlolution of all Order and Peace will enſue >" © 


And what muſt grow upon this ſtate of things ? what but another floyd 

of Judgments and wotul Vengeance ; when God's Patience hath been tri. 

Je ho ed to the utmoſt, and his Goodneſs tired with bearing ſuch a load of Abo- 
Ia. 7. 24 Minations, he will be forced to cry out, Shall I not wifit for theſe things 2 


59-17- ſhall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this ? 


Stulta calidi- 10. Another Principle of diſpenſing with Conſcience in publick: Duties, 


tas, perverse 


Te gifuck and Converſation before Men, is a kind of perverſe Wiſdom, or ſubtile 


dentian.'Cic. Craſt, affecting the name.of Diſcretion. 


de Offic. 3. Men ſee there are divers Inconveniences attending the profeſſion' of re- 


p. 143: 


. ſpe&t to God, and conſcience-in all their doings; that the World miy dif 


like and difeſteem them, that divers Perſons' will hate, malign, reproach 
and perſecute them for it ; that they may chance to. be crolled in their 
Deſigns, and loſe Projits and Preterments thereby ; therefore they deem 


it adviſeable to decline it in open view, making up the de 
and fcrving God in private. | 


fect by dof, 


Thus they think to.falve all, by maintaining a neutrality, and' &m- 
pounding the buſineſs; yielding. an open-conformity to the World, 4nd 
reſerving a ſecret regard to' God; /{inning pablickly, and privately repent- 
ing ; retaining their Credit, Quiet, Eaſe, Pleaſure with their Conſcience, 

Gal. 5. 11. and peace of Mind : affecting ſome Piety, but avoiding the ſcandal of it: 

They would: hold fair with both ſides, fo that neither the World ſhould 

.. perſecute them for crofling its Humour, nor God puniſh hem for tranſ- 


greſling his Will. 


They drive a ſubtile trade, hoping to gain on all hands, both the bes 


nefits of the other, and the advantages of this World; to 
and ſerve their worldly Intereit together : | 


{ave their Soul, 


This they would believe a point of ſpecial Wiſdom ; preſcribed by So- 
lomon, Be not righteous overmuch, neither make thy ſelf over-wiſe, for why 
—_— 7- 16> ſhouldeſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf > Be not overmuch wicked, neither be thou foo- 


liſh, why ſhouldeſt thou die before the time 2 


But this rooking trick, to hedge thus, and fave Stakes, to play faſt and 
looſe, to dodge and ſhuffle with God, God "doth not like, nor will ſufter 


himſelf to be gull'd with it. | 
rKiogs 18.21: He will not be ſatisfied with ſuch a mongrel, partial, and 


halting Service. 


He will not allow us to with-hold that half of his Service (the external, 
viſible part thereof ) which is moſt honourable to him, and moſt benethi- 


cial to our Neighbour. | 
Pla 12-9, Jem. 1.8: 4. 8; He cannot endure a double Heart, 


a double Face; 


2 Chron, 12. 33- one looking upward to Heaven, another downward 


1 Tim. 3: 2. AlyAvar: ; 

Pal. 38, 37. Their heart was not whole _ oo A kf . l 
with him. (O. Tr.) 1e Cxactetnhn Irom us an integrity 

Deur. 18-13. Jod1.8. 

Plal. 44- 1B» 119. 5'. 


of Heart, and 


perfection of Obedience ; that we thould love him 


2 Chron. 34.2, Job 23. It. | with our whole Heart, that we ſhould be perfect with 
Mar, 6246 5. him, that we ſhould walk uprightly, not deflecting to 
Luke 16. + Yun WVELDIS., ; 


the right hand or leſt from our Duty. 


He 


Yerm. XXXY. Provide thmgs honeſt m the fight of all Men. | 


& 


* vided that we hold Innocence, and do not conſpire = 


_ abſurdly ; yea, if probable, very imprudently ; yea, if poſlible, not wiſely. 


ue one; 17 - "$8 vow hs, ty Ra 
” , 


He will not endure, that we ſhould hold amity, or correſpondence with 
his Enemies ; particularly with the World, the fri-ndſ{hip whereof he hath | 


F declared,inconfiſtent with his favour ; ,and that Weis hee ro” Wy 


impart any of our affetions to it ; according to that df Sr. James, It Adul- 
terers, and adultereſſes ; know ye not that the friendſhip / Jam. &.3, #Jokn 3.15, 


| of the World is enmity with God; ſo that whoſoever will TV Ke 
e a friend of the World, becometh the enemy of God. OO OR or 
We may ſhift as well as we can in the World, pro- Pal. 37.38, 0.17. 


” + Y 22100 ,, <a de 
. - LI 


with it againſt God, by violation of our duty to 


- him. Be wiſe as Serpents, innocent as Doves, Matt.10: \,; Rom. 16. Iy. Zopes ts 79 dzamy; 


dixgg ies 5 215970 xaxov. 


16. ( As Lambs, Luke 10. 3.) F 
They reproach good Men as ſuperſtitious ; who are afraid of inviſible 


_ Powers; who let go things in hand ( preſent Intereſts and Pleaſures) for 


a reverſion and hope. 
As if Gods Word wete not ſufficient Security : As if we rijiay not as 
well rely upon things conſpicuous to Reaſon, as thoſe which are obvious 
to ſenle. | | | RS EN 
If Chriſtianity be plaihly falſe, they fay well ;- bat if it -be true; very __ . 
They charge conſcientious Men with timorouſneſs, fdint-heartedaels.. 


5. 


It 1s timotouſneſs or blameable fear to dread things without real 


Is it Courage, and not rather Madneſs ts provoke, to reſiſt, to challenge, 


to cope with the Almighty } Is it Courage to throw ones ſelf down a Pre- 
*cipice, to leap. into the infernal Lake? Is it gallantry to dare tranſgre(s all 


Reaſon and Sobriety 2 Is it brave to be wild and ſenſeleſs, &c.2 ,  - 
tis true courage to reſiſt ad repel Sin, aſſaulting 4 Man with what- 


ever advantages ; to dare to do well, although vain Men deride, and ſpite- 


ful Men hate us for it. | et 
-* Itis a kind of Martyrdotn to be ill uſed by the World for adhering to 
his Duty, and he hath a ſhare in that, Bleſſed are they who ſuffer for righte- 


Muſneſs. 


, In fine, it is a vain Prudence, to be thus politick with God; , whereby Matt. ro. 39, 
we ſhall loſe the whole, or that part whichis invaluable, put, of preſumpti- [aber = S 
of to fave a ſmall inconſiderable part. . -- ent alis o) dend - bay anne av-. 
' If this be prudence, then (as St. Paul faith) & the offence of the croſs 7% 


Wed, © © gan - Eee 
"Then our Lord prefcribed; a fooliſh Condition. © _. Ae fete ir obo 
"Then were the Apoſtles, very imprudent, who deſerted-all, and ſuffered **% 3 Þ.. 
fo much for their Conſcience; being content to ſecure their Spititual 1n- LON) 


tereſt, and; to obtain the Eternal rewards of Piety ; chuftng the better part, Luke 10. 42; 


Which could not be taken from them. 


2 : | . 


" What the true Wiſdom'is in ſuch. cales 'St. James hath told us, Who # Jam. 3; 13: 


a wiſe Man, and endowed with knowledge among you 2 let tim ſhew out of a 


| Jood Con verſa tion his Works, with meekneſs of Wiſdom. 
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Of the Goodneſs of G OD: | 
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PSALM CXLV.g. 
The Lord is good to All, and his tender Mercies are over all bis Workt, 


may ſeem vulgar and trite ; ſo that Diſcourſe thereon, like a Sto- 
ry often told, may be nauſeous to their Ears : but in truth neither 
can we ſpeak too much upon this moſt excellent Subject, nor ought we 
ever to. be weary in hearing about it ; for 'tis a ſign that the Palate of our 


£ HE goodneſs of God is a frequented Theme ; to many perhapsit 


"Mind is diſtempered, if we do not with delight and affection. reliſh any 


mention of Divine Goodneſs. Yea, the obſervation of Mens common pra- 
Qice would induce us to think, that either this point is not ſo well known, 
or but little believed, or at leaſt not well conſidered and applied. For how 
could we be ſo void of love to God, of gratitude toward Him, of faith and 
hope in Him, were we throughly perſuaded, did we ſeriouſly conſider, that 
He is ſo exceedingly good toward us? how can we be fo inſenſible of the 
Benefits we enjoy, ſo diſtruſtful of finding Succours and Supplies in our 
Need, fo diffatisfied and diſcontented' with what befalls us, if we conceive 
and weigh, that all things do-proceed from, are. guided and governed by 
immenſe Goodneſs ? how alſo, if. Men have ſuch an opinion of God impre{- 
ſed on their Minds, comes it to paſs that they are ſo little careful to re- 


- ſemble and imitate him in Kindneſs, Bounty, and Mercy to one another? 


How is it in fine, that the moſt powerful Argument-to all manner of good 
Practice, -and the mightieſt aggravation of Sin, if well known and ponde- 
red, hath ſo little force and efficacy upon us? from Experience therefore 
this Argument may ſeem ſcarce ſufficiently inculcated. We may add, that 

Diſcouſe upon this Attribute ( which above all other 


i—_—_ rat Fa ak Wee, ty os _ Attributes doth render God peculiarly admirable, and 
he Rar Oratras. amiable ) hath this ſpecial advantage beyond. other 


Diſcourſes, that it doth, if our Hearts conſpire there- 
with, approach moſt nearly to the formal exerciſe of the moſt high and 
heavenly parts of Devotion, [Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; that it more imme- 


- diately conduces to. the breeding, 'the nouriſhing, the augmenting 1n_us 


the beſt and nobleſt' of pious AﬀeCtions, love and reverence to God? truſt 
and hope in him ; willing-refolutions to pleaſe and ſerve him ; whence 1s 
conſequent, that we cannot too much employ our Thoughts, our Words, 
or our attention upon this Point, Beſide ſo much rcaſon; we have wm 
[1% | 900 
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' conſort with him therein: he earneſtly exhorts and excites them thereto: 


the conſtant courſe of Providence do afford us ſufficient reaſon to con- 
ceive, and molt frequent, moſt expreſs Teſtimonies of holy Scripture do 


Pain ſhould befal us (I interpoſe ſuch limitations, for that an abſolute; 


doth not become, or ſute. our natural ſtate of being, or our rank in per- 
tection among Creatures ; neither all things being duly Nated, and eom> 
futed, will if turn to beſt account for us.) The beſt (no les eonvincing; 


tures ; the beautiful harmony of the whole, and the artificial contrivance 


Jdiced and undiſtempered Mind. ſhould conceive to! proceed from blind | 


- 
TD  —— 


Serm. XX XVI. of the Goodneſs of F 


on of God's great goodneſs ), and, - /t i a good thing (faith he again) fo Pal. g2- r. 
give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing pl unto. thy Name, O thou moſt 
High ; to ſhew forth thy loving kindneſs in the morning, and thy faithfulneſs 
every night, Such were his Intentions, and ſuch his Judgment about this 
Practice; and we find him.in effe& true and anſwerable to them ;. Every 
Song of his, every Meditation, every exerciſe of Deyotion chiefly harping 
upon this String ; and he earneſtly wiſhes that others would conſent and 


0 that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful Plal. 107.8. 
works to the hildres of men. Pk. Lord 0 give nn unto the on _ ce 
for be is good, for his mercy endureth for ever. "That one Example might 
ſufficiently authorize this. Practice ; but we have innumerable others, and 
thoſe the higheſt that can be, to encourage and engage us thereto ; even 
the whole Choire of Heaven, whoſe perpetual buſineſs and happy enter- 
tainment it is to contemplate with their Minds, to celebrate with their 
Voices the immenſe goodneſs of God ; they have (as it.is in the Revelati- Apoc. 4.3. 
0) no reſt day or night from performing this office, Such. is the ſubject of our 
Diſcourſe ; the which our Text moſt plainly and fully expreſles; aſſerting 
not only the goodneſs of God ; but the univerſal and boundleſs extent 
thereof: The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies (or his bowels of 
affettion and pity) are over all his works. And that God indeed is ſuch, 


we ſhall firſt endeavour to declare, then ſhall briefly apply the conſidera- 
tion thereof to practice. 


' That God the Lord, and Maker of all things is of himſelf, in regard 
to all his Creatures, eſpecially tro us Men, ſuperlatively good, that is. dif- 
poſed never without juſt or neceſſary cauſe to harm us, and inclinable to 
do us all poſſible and befitting good, the univerſal frame of Nature, and 


more fully demonſtrate. "There is no argument from naturdl effects dif- 
ernible by us, which proveth God's Exiſtence, ( and inriumerable ſuch 
there are, every ſort of. things well ſtudied may afford ſome) the which 
doth not together [perſuade God to be very king and benign ; careful: to 
npart. to us all befitting Good, ſuitable to our natural Capacity and Con- 
tion ; and unwilling that any eonſiderable Harm, any extreme Want of 


cc 


or univerſal and perpetual exemption from all kinds, / or all degrees of In- 
ren an accumulation of all ſorts of appearing good upon us; 


than obvious) Arguments, aſſerting the exiſtence of a Deity are deduced 

om the manifold and manifeſt footſteps of admirable Wiſdom; Skill and 
Deſign apparent in the general Order, and inthe particular frame of Crea- | 
of each part of the World ; the which 'tis hardly poſſible that any unpre:. | 


X chancey 
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chance, or as blind neceſſity. But with this Wiſdom are always comph- 
cated no leſs evident marks of Goodneſs. We cannot in all that. yaſt bulk 
of 'the Creation, and numberleſs variety of things diſcover any piece of 
meer Pomp, or dry Curioſity ; every thing ſeems to have ſome beneficg} 
tendeney ; according to which it confers ſomewhat to the need, conveni: 
erice, or comfort of thoſe principal Creatures, which are endued” with 
Senſe and Capacity to enjoy them. Moſt of them have a palpable rela: 
tion to the benefit (to'the ſubſiſtence, or delight ) of living Creatures 
and eſpecially in an ultimate relation to the benefit of Man ; and the reſt, 
although their immediate uſe be not to, our dim fight fo diſcernible, may 
therefore be reaſonably preſumed in their natural deſignation to rev 
the ſame'end. Wherefore as upon conſideration of that ample proviſion, 
which is made in Nature for the neceſſary ſuſtenance, defence, and relief, 
for the convenience, delight, and fatisfation of every Creature, any Ma 


ppt 0 Lord, how manifold are thy Works, in wiſdom haſt thou made them all {g 


57. 10-108-4. may he with no leſs reaſon and ground after him pronounce and acknoys- 
” —_ 4. ledge ; The Earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord : The Barth, 0 Lord, 
57.10. 108.4 full of thy Mercy. Thy Mercy is great unto the Heavens; thy Mercy. 
Pla 204. 10. great above the Heavens, *Tis indeed becauſe Divine Goodneſs is freely 
Pial. 65. 11. diffuſive and communicative of it ſelf ; becauſe eſſential Love is aQtve, 
193. 4+ and fruitful in beneficence; becauſe higheſt excellency is void of all Enyy, 
Selfiſhneſs, and Tenacity, that the World was produced ſuch as it was; 
thoſe Perfe&ions being'intrinſical to God's Nature, diſpoſed him to beſtow 

Pla. 104. 22, {O Much of Being, of Beauty, of Pleafure upon his Creatures. Ze openeth 
his hand, they are filled with good + *Tis from God's open Hand, his uncon- 
ſined Bounty and Liberality, that all Creatures do receive all that good 

which fills them, 'which fatisfies their Needs, and. fatiates their Deures. 

Every pleaſant-Objet we view, every ſweet and fayoury Morſel "we taſte, 

every fragrancy we ſmell, every Harmony we hear ; the wholſome, the 

chearing, the uſeful ; yea, the innocent and inoffenſive Qualities of every 

thing we do uſe and enjoy, are ſo many perfpituons Arguments of Di- 

vine Goodneſs ; we may not only by our reaſoh collect it,. but” we ever 

touch and feel it with all our Senſes. Hob v5 is 

The like concluſien may be inferr'd/from the obſervation of Divine Pro- 

vidence. ' Every Signification, or Experiment, whence we may reaſonably 

infer that Divine Power and Wifdom'do concur in upholding, managing, 


and directing the general State of Things, or the particular Attairs of Men, . 


being well examined and weighed, would afford reaſon apt to perſuade, 
that the Governour of 'the World is graciouſly affe&ted toward his,Crea- 
tures and Subjes. | The general preſervation of things in their natural 
Conſtitution and Order; the diſpenſing conſtant viciflitudes of Seaſon, 10 
as may ferve for'the ſupply of 6ur Needs ; the maintaining ſuch a courſe 
of things in the World, that notwithſtanding rhe great irregularity of Will 
Men do ordinarily ſhift ſo 


and violence of Paſlionin ſo many Perſons, yet 


as to live tolerably upon Earth in Peace and Safety, and enjoyment of come 
petent accommodations for Life ;*with the: Aids and Conſolgtions ariling ® 


trom mutual Society; the ſupports, encouragement, and rewards of Vet- 
tue many times in 4 ſtrange manner adminiſtred ; the Reflraints, Diſap- 
pointments,. and ſeaſoriable Chaſtiſements of Wickedneſs, eſpecially when 
it grows exorbitant 'and outrageous, rocker rom pts with the 
Plal.'28. 5: like paſſages of Providence; will,” to him that Thall regard. the works of the 
Ia. 5. 122 Lord, and the operation of his hands, ſufficiently declare as the other glort- 
ous Attributes {Wildom, Power, 2 68:faſtive) 


on 


who is tot careleſs or ſtupid, may be induced to cry out with the P/almiſt: + 


{of eſpecially tlie nr” | 
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of him, who preſides over the World; affuring that he is a friend to the 
welfare, and diſlikes the Miſery of Mankind. © He that ſhall well obſerve, 
and conſider how among ſo many. fierce and hard-hearted, fo-many crat- 
ty and ſpiteful, fo many domineering and devouring Spirits, the poor and 
weak, the (imple and harmleſs fort of People do however fubfiſt, and en- 
jy ſomewhat, cannot bur ſuſpe# that an undiſcernible hand, full of Pity 

and Bounty, doth often convey the neceflary ſupports of Life to them, 
doth. often divert imminent Miſchiefs from them ; cannot but acknow- 
ledge it credible, what the holy Scripture teacheth, that God is the Friend, 


351 


and-Patron, and Proteor of thoſe needy and' helpleſs People, redeeming * fa',14. 6. tet, 


their Soul from deceit and violence, (as the Pſalmift ſpeaks) that he is (ds 52 15, 
the Prophet exprefieth it) a ſtrength to the Poor, a ſtrength to. the Needy in Wa 25. 4. 
bis diſtreſs, a refuge from the Storm, a ſhadow from the Heat, when the blaſt 
of the terrible ones is as a Storm againſt the Wall. - He that ſhall remark, 
- how frequently in an unaccountable way, fuccour and rehet do ſpring up to 
” juſt and innocent Perſons; fo that in a whole Age ( as the P/almiſt obfer- Plal. 37. 25, 
ved )) ſuch Perfons.do not appear deſtitute or forſaken ; how alſo Iniqui- 

ty.i5 commonly {top'd in his tull cariere, and then eaſily receives a check, 
when its violence ſeem'd uncontrollable ; how tikewxe many times the 
World is reſcued from Confufions and Diftra&tions unextricable by any vi- 
ble wit or force ; with other like occurrences 'ih .humane Aﬀairs, muſt 
admit it tor a reaſonable hypothefis ( fit to render a cauſe of ſuch appear- 
ances) that a tranſcendent Goodneſs doth ſecretly-interpoſe, turthering.the 
prodution. of fuch eftets; he muſt upon ſuch obſervation be ready. to've- 
 rifie that of the Pfalmiſt : Yerily there is a' reward for the righteous, verily PAl $8. ut. 
there 15: God that judgeth the Earth, St. Paul inſtructs us, that in p {f | 
times (that is, in all:Generations from the beginning of things) God did ASS 14. 17, 
atteſt himſelf to be the Governour of the: World : how > aga Sommer, b 
his beneficence ; giving to Men ſhowers from Fleaven, and fruitful Seaſons, 
filling their Hearts with food and gladneſs : competent evidences it ſeems 
theſe were of his Providence, and withall (ſuppoſing that ) certain demon- 
{trations of his Goodneſs: Although ſome have abuled this kind of Teſti- 
mony, or argumentation fo valid in it fel, unto a contrary purpoſe alledg- 
ing, that if God ruled the World, fo much Wickedneſs and Impiety would 
not be tolerated therein, that ingrateful and evil Men could not fo thrive 
and flouriſh ; that more ſpeedy and more ſevere Vengeance would be ex- 
ecuted ; that Benefits would not be ſcattered among the crowd of Men, 
with ſo promiſcuous and undiftinguiſhing a freenefs: But ſuch Difcourſcs, 
- upon a juſt and true account, do only infer the great Patience and Cle- 
mency, the unconfined Mercy and Bounty of our Lord ; that he is in Diſ- 
een very different from -pettiſh and impatient Man, who ſhould he 
have the Reins put into his hands,” and in his adminiſtration of things 
ſhould be ſo often neglected, crofſed, abuſed, would foon overturn all 
things ; 2nd being himlelf diſcompoſed with Pailion, would precipitate the 
Vorld into confuiion and ruine.. Things would not have fubſiſted hither- 
to, and continued 1n their orderly courſe, but by the moderation of an im- 
\menſe Goodneſs ; by that | | | 


—— magni cuſtos. clementia mundi. Claud, 


Tis by the Lord's Mercies that we ( we the whole body” of ſinful Men, Law. 3. 32, 
b guilty of heinous Provocations, and Rebellions againſt our Maker ) 

are not conſumed, And what again God in the Prophet fpeaks concernin 

Iſrael, he might have applied to the whole Nation of Men : How ſhall [ As 17. 26« 
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| give thee up, Ephraim; how ſhail 7 deliver thee, Iſrael > how ſrall I EVE | 


thee as Admah? how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim 2 I will not execute the fierce. 
neſs of my Anger, I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim; for I am God, and 
ot Man : the reaſon ( for I am God, and not Man) is obſeryable; im- 
plying ( upon parity of Reaſon in the Caſes, concerning that one Nation, 
and concerning the Body of Men ) that it is an Indulgenee, and forbegy. 
ance above, it not contrary to the Temper of Man, and even beyond hn- 
mane Conceit, whereby the ſtate of things here doth ſubſiſt, and is pre- 
ſerved from Ruine. el 
Thus Nature, and thus Providence do bear witneſs concerning the dif- 
poſition of God. As for holy Scripture, there is nothing either in way of 
poſitive aſſertion more frequently inculcated, or by more illuſtrious Exam- 
ples ſet forth and made palpable, than this Attribute of God. WhenGod 
would impart a Portrai&ture, or deſcription of himſelf to his deareſt Friend, 
and Favourite Moſes ; the firſt and chief Lineaments thereof are ſeveral 


ſorts, or ſeveral Inſtances of Goodneſs ; he expreſſes himſelf Merciful aud © 


nn 19x £7 actions, long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs : ( Merciful : EI rachum;) 


Joel 2. 13. 
Mich. 7. 18. 
Neh. 9. 17. 
Ia, 30. 18. 


Rom 5. 33s» 
13+ 5o 


2 Cor. 13.11, 


1.3 


a God of pitying, or itrong in-pity ; that is, moſt apt to commiſerate and 
to ſuccour thoſe' who are in Need or Diſtreſs. Graczous, that 1s, ready 
both freely to forgive Wrongs, and to diſpence Fayours. Long-ſuffering, or 
 longus irarum, that is, not ſoon moved, or apt eaſily to conceive diſplea- 
ſure ; not haſty in execution of Vengeance, or venting his Anger in hurt- 
ful effects. Abundant in goodneſs, that is, not ſparing as to quantity'or 
| quailty, either in the multitude or magnitude of his Favours, but 1n all re- 
pets exceedingly liberal; conferring willingly both very many, and ve- 
ry great Benefits, * Such did God repreſent himſelf to Moſes, when he des 
ſired a fuller Knowledge, and nearer acquaintance with him, than ordina- 
ry means aftard. The fame character in ſubſtance we have often repeated; 
and ſometimes with advantage of emphatical Expreſſion, well deſerving 
our obſervation and regard; as when the Prophet Joe! faith, that God 5 
penitent, or ſorry for evil inflifted ; and Micah, that he delighteth in Mercy ; 
and when Nehemiah calleth him a God of Pardons ; and when Eſay repre- 
ſents him as waiting (or ſeeking occaſions) to be gracious : and all this 1n 
the 0/d Teſtament, where God ſeems to look upon Man with a leſs ſerene, 
and debonair Aſpe&: Indeed as that diſpenſation (ſutably to the nature and 
condition of things under it ) doth ſet out God's Mercy and Goodnels 
with eſpecial relation to this preſent World, or temporal Eſtate ; ſo the 


New one more abundantly diſplays his more excellent care and love of our 


Souls ; his great tenderneſs of our ſpiritual and eternal welfare, It is all of 
it in its nature and deſign but as it were one entire declaration of the 70 xpr- 
cv 72 3:3 (the beneficial diſpoſition, the benignity, or bountifulneſs of God, 
as St. Paul telleth us) 'tis a rare project of divine philanthropy; an illuftri- 
ous affidavit of God's wonderful propenſity to bleſs and fave Mankind; 
manifeſted by the higheſt expreſſions and inſtances of Love and Goodnels 
that were pothble. (For his not ſparing his own Son, zhe expreſs Image 
of his ſubſtance, the deareſt obje&t of his infinite Love, the -partaker of his 


cternal Nature and Glory, but delivering him up a Sacrifice tor our Offen- , 


ces; his moſt earneſt woing our baſeneſs and unworthineſs to reconciltt 
on with him, and admiſſion or acceptance of his favour ; his tendering up” 
on ſo fair and eafie terms an endleſs Life in perfect joy and bliſs ; his tur- 
niſhing us with ſo plentiful Means and powerful Aids for attaining that 
happy State; how pregnant demonſtrations are theſe, of un{peakable good- 
neſs toward us, whence) The ordinary titles in this diſpenſation atcribu- 
ted unto him are, the God of love and peace, of hape, of patience ; of all grace, 
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which he conſtantly embraced them ; of his merciful Indulgence to- 
ward them, when provoked by their untowardly Behaviour ; of his kind 
geceptance, and munificent recompencing their Endeavours to pleaſe 
tim ; of his deep compaſlionating their Sutferings ; of his vigilant Care- 
fulneſs over them, and over all their Concernments? Methinks the 
, penet Expreſſions that Language, aſliſtcd' with all its Helps of Metaphor 

"md Reſemblance can afford, are very languid and faint in compariſon of 
what they ſtrain to repreſent,” when the Goodneſs of God toward them who 
ſve him, comes 'to be expreſſed : 45 the Heaven is high above the: Earth, pry, .c 5 
ſopreat is his Mercy toward them that fear him. Like-asa Father pitieth Pal. 103. 11, 
bis Children, ſo' the Lord pitieth them that fear him; So David ſtrives '3: 
{© utter it; but with Similitudes far ſhort” of the Truth. If any will 
Gme near to reach it, 'tis that in Moſes and Zachary, when they are. com- pevr. 32. 16 
pared to the '4pple of God's Eye, thatis, to. the moſt dear and tender part, as ary {ae 
it were, about him. v7; p> FEI TIS” 7 ? oobtohhy | 
©:We find them often ſiyled, and ever treated as Friends, and as Children ; 
ind that in a Senſe tranſcending the vulgar ſignification of thoſe Words ; 
for, what Friendſhip could' endure, could paſs over, could forget, could ad- 
fit ani entire Reconciliation, and Re-eſtabliſhment in AﬀeAion after ſuch 
heinous Indignities, ſuch Infidelities, ſuch Undutifulneſs: as were:thoſe of 
Ham, of Noah, ''of David, of Peter -' who would have received into'Fa+ 
your and Familiarity a Manafſes, a Magdalen, a Paul > 'who would ſo far 
extend his'regard upon the Poſterity (upon ſuch a Poſterity, ſo unto- 
yard, ſo unworthy) of his Frierid, as God did upon that of Abraham, in 
reſpect unto him ? what great Prince woyld employ his: principal Courti- 
es to guard and ſerve a poor Attendant, 'a mean Subject of his? Yet ; | 
The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and deli- pal. 34. 7. 
wreth them; And many Inſtances we have of thoſe glorious Inhabitants of 
Heaven by God's Appointment ſtooping 'down: to wait. upon, and to per- 
form Service to the Sons of Men. Butupon Examples of: this Nature, be- 
ihg-numberleſs, and compoſing indeed the main Body ofthe! Sacred Hiſtory 
(it being” chiefly deſigned to repreſent . them) I ſhall not inſiſt ;-1 ſhall 
only obſerve for preventing or ſatisfying ObjeQi- | : 
ons (yea indeed for turning them to the advantage |. T1129 prrzrlgwnie, 5 nuweia * ine 
and confirmation of that which we aſſert) that e- 1 7 de 6. 0 Be Pacng 
ren in thoſe Caſes, wherein God's higheſt Severity '89% nouv7ho aferoizr I) en f 5% 
hath been exerciſed, when God hath purpoſed to ex- 23% Wire, ns. Emer ag of 
hibit moſt dreadful Inſtances of his Juſtice upon the 7 5.u5; Ira Þ dhavirme rg 
moſt provocative Occaſions; we may diſcern his dtxvvra, y 7 gnavgoriay, Chryl. 
Goodneſs eminently ſhewing it ſelf : That even in #rVe-$ Ko Toy» fee? 
the greateſt Extremity of his Diſpleaſure, in his Acts *O 3:35 dmSis 0v adv wieln, wv 
of higheſt Vengeance, Mercy doth x#layguzaidu:f SH uoles ay 2jamns. Thid, 
nekorcos (as St. James ſpeaketh) oat it ſelf, and tri- . - Jam. 2.13. 
wiph over Juſtice : that God, as the Sun (to uſe 
£ ” 0 Tertulltan's 
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Tune maxim? eft optimiys, chm tibi nov  Tertullian's Similitude) when he ſeems moſt to infect 
iow's oe 8 RE quando nm. | and ſcorch us, doth even then diſpenſe uſeful and 
ace} HY & wits, Oe. Terull. i Healthful Influences upon us. Even I fay in the moſt 

Fp- terrible and amazing Examples of Divine Juſtice (ſuch 

as were the ejeting and excluding Mankind from Paradiſe ; the peneral 

Deſtruction-in the Deluge ; the exſcinding and extirpation of the Amorites 

together with other Inhabitants of Canaa» ; the delivering 1ſrael-and Judah 

into the Afſrian Thraldom, the final deſtruQion of Jeruſalem, together with 
Vide Chryſ, the diſperſion 6f the: Jewiſh Nation over the World, and its fad nſequen- 
7on. 8. 07.8. ces) we may (not hardly) obſerve Particulars, more than favouring of 
p. 63 one. oreat Mercy and Goodnels. | 


1. That (in moſt of theſe Caſes, in all according to ſome Account) 
God was not moved to the Diſpleaſure produCtive of thoſe Effects but up- 
on very great Conſiderations. That he did not ſeek Advantages, nor em- 
brace all Occaſions; but was incenſed by ſuperlative Degrees of Iniquity 
and Impurity (ſuch in their own Nature, and much aggravated by their 
Circumſtances) ſuch as rendred common Life inconvenient and inluppor- 
table toMen ; made the Earth to ſtink with their Filth and Corruption; to 
groan under the burthen and weight of them; to pant and labour for 4 
riddance from them. 

2. That God did not upon the firſt Glimpſes of Provocation proceed to 
the execution and diſcharge of his Wrath, but did with wondertul Patience 

£6. 30.18. ExpeR a change in the Offenders, waiting to be gracious,as the Prophet ſpeak- 
eth ; affording more than competent time, and means more than ſufficient 
of appeaſing him by Repentance ; vouchſafing frequent Admonitions, So- 


licitations, T hreatnings, moderate Corrections, and other ſuch proper Me- | 


thods conducing to their Amendment, and to their Preſervation. 

3. That their Inflictions themſelves, how grievous ſoever in appearance, 
were not really extreme in meaſure; not accompanied with ſo acute Tor- 
ments, nor with ſo lingring Pains, nor with fo utter a Ruin as might have 

EzZ.9.13- been inflicted ; but that (as Ezra, inreſpect to one of thoſe Caſes, confe(- 
ſeth) they were leſs than their Iniquittes deſerved, That (as it is in the 

Pfal. 73. 38. Pſalm) He did not flir up all his Wrath; which would have immediately 
conſumed them, or infinitely tormented them. 

4. That (conſequently upon ſome of thoſe Premiſſes) the AfﬀliQtions 
brought upon them were in a ſort rather neceſſary than voluntary in re- 


Rack. 1.22, ſpe& of him; rather a natural Fruit of their Difpoſitionsand Dealings than + 


32- 33-1). q free Refult of : his Will ; however contrary to his primary Intentions 
Hoſ. 13.9, and Deſires.  Whence he no lefs truly, than earneſtly diſclaims having #- 
ny Pleafure in theirDeath, that he affſzed willingly, or grieved the Children 
of Men ; and charged their Diſaſters upon themſelves, as the ſole Cauſes of 
them. | | | 
' 5. That farther, the Chaſtiſements inflicted were wholſome and profi- 
table, both in their own Nature, and according to his Deſign ; both in 


reſpect to the generality of Men (who by them were warned, and by 


ſuch Examples deterr'd from incurring the like Miſchiefs ; were kept from 
the Inconveniences, fecured from the Temptations, the Violences, the Al- 
"Gt wt, | lurements, the Contagions of the preſent evil i_ 
"OuT ») Sixers x} ialegs x Srdioxanis according to that Reaſon alledged for Puniſhments ; 
Gy 6 I40s. Tbrd. this kind : Al the people ſhall bear, and fear, and do 
Deut. (7. 13. - uv, 3 3 emaNler 90 more preſumptuouſly ) and in regard to the Suffe- 


* E-1]19407 71{40ek | 
« mus Sixlw, dad m.waxele dev rers themfelves, who thereby were prevented from 


6/Cr. Chryl. Tom. 8. p, 99. proceeding farther in their wicked Courſes ; accumu- | 


lating 
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cure them, and will reveal unto them abundance of Peace and Truth, And, For 
aſmall Momext(faith he again'in Eſay):have 1 forſaken thee, but: with great "54-7: 
Mercies will I gather thee. And, Te ſhall be comforted concerning the Evil that 
I have brought upon Jeruſalem. ——and ye ſhall know, that I have not done Exck. 14.21, 
without cauſe all' that I have done in it ; faith the Lord (he faith iſo'in. Eze- 
tie]) without cauſe, thatis, without a beneficial Deſign toward them. | 

8, Laſtly, that he always ſignified a readineſs to turn from his Anger, 


and to forgive them ; and upon very equal and eafie 'Terms to be fully re- 


conciled to them ; according to that in the P/almiſt, Fe doth not always Pal. 103. 9; 
thide, neither will-he keep his Anger for ever ; but: upon any - reaſonable 
Overtures of Humiliation, Confeſſion-and Converſion tohim, was ready to Plal. 99-8. 
abate, yea, to remove the Effes of his Diſpleaſure 5 Thou waſt a God that 

forgaveſt them, though thou tookeſt vengeance of their Inventions. 


-- Theſe Particulars, if weattentively ſurvey thoſe dreadful Examples of 
Divine Severity forementioned. (the greateſt which Hiſtory acquaints us 
with, or which have been ſhewed on this Theater of Humane Afﬀeairs) we 


may obſerve moſt of them' in all, all of them in ſome, either plainly ex- 
= or ſufficiently inſinuated by the Circumſtances obſervable. in the 
iſorical Narrations concerning them ; ſo that even the harſheſt Inſtances 


of God's wrathful dealing with ſome Men, may well ſerve to the illuſtra- 
tion of his Mercy and Goodneſs toward all Men ; may evince it true, what 


our Lord affirms, that God is, yprsvs bÞ &4aess, xat mnpes, kind and bes Luke 6. 35. 
meficent even to the maſt ingrateful and unworthy Perſons. To make which 
Obſervation good, and conſequently to aſſert the verity of our Text (That 
God is good unto all, and merciful over all bis Works)) againſt the moſt plauſi- 


ble Exceptions; I ſhall examine the Particulars in the following Diſcourſe. 
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Of the Goodneſs of G OD. 


PSALM. CXLV. g: 
The Lord is good to All, and his tender Mercies are over all bis Workt, 


tioned. 


] Shall now more particularly conſider the ſeveral Inſtances beſoremen- - 


E. The Puniſhment inflicted on Mankind for the firſt Tranſ redliag Cone 


taineth in it much of Depth and Myſtery, ſurpaſſing perhaps all Capacity of 
Maa to.reach ; its full Comprehenſion being by Divine Wiſdom: (I con- 


ceive) purpoſely concealed from us ; fo that I cannot pretend thoroughly 
to explain it ; and ſhall not therefore ſpeak much about it. 
This indeed is clear, that God did in his Proceedings occaſion'd there- 


by intend —_— to evidence lus grievous Reſentment and Indignati- 
0 


on againſt wilful Di 


bedience ; yet in the management thereof we may 
obſerve ; that, 11.7 


x. After that Provocation (in it ſelf ſo high, and 


05 Joe br 7, Seoul hable to ſo great Agerayations) God did expreſs his 
dnG),d wagd x) mpplage, Gc Ibid, Reſentment in ſo calm and gentle a manner that 4 


Gen, 2. 19. 


Gen, 3» 2Is 


dan, though abaſhed upon the Conſcience of hisFault, 


was not yet by the vehemency of the Reproof utterly diſmayed or de-, 


2. God uſed great Moderation in the inflictjon of this Puniſhment ; mi- 
tigating the extremity of the Sentence juſtly decreed and plainly declared 
to Adam (that in caſe of his offending againſt the Law preſcribed him, he 
ſhould immediately die) for notwithſtanding his Forfeiture that very day 
of Life, God reprieved him, and allowed him a long Life, almoſt of a Thour 
ſand Years after. | | 

3. God did not quite reje&t Man thereupon, nor did withdraw his father- 
ly Care and Providence from him, but openly continued them ; inſomuch 
that immediately after the Curſe pronounced upon our firſt Parents, the 
next Paſſage we meet with is, that unto Adam and his Wife did the Lord 
God make Coats, and cloathed them. 

4. Although indeed Man was by his Fault a great Loſer, and becamede- 
prived of high Advantages ; yet the Mercy of God did leave him in no ve- 


ry deplorable Eſtate, ſimply conſidered, as to his Life here ; the Relicks of 


his 
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bis firſt Eſtate, and the Benefits continued to him being very conſiderable ; 


_—_—————— 


of the Gooduſs of God. w_ 


157 


{o that we the Inheritors of that great Diſaſter do commonly find the En- 
joyment of Life, with the Conveniences attending it, to be ſiveet and de- 
ple. wes | 

\/5, The Event manifeſts, that while God in appearance fo ſeverely-pu- 


| piſhed Mankind, he didin his Mind reſerve Thoughts' of higheſt Kindneſs 


toward us; even then deſigning not only to reſtore us to our former De- 
oree, but to raiſe us toa Capacity of obtaining a far more high Pitch of 
Happineſs. While he exchuded us from a Terreſtrial Paradiſe here, he pro- 


. vided a far better Celeſtial one, into which, if wepleaſe, by Obedience to 


his Holy Laws we may certainly enter. So that in this of all moſt heavy 
inſtance of Vengeance God's exceeding Goodneſs and Clemency do, upon 
ſeveral Conſiderations moſt clearly ſhine. 


IL The Calamity, which by the general Deluge did overflow the World, 


was not (we may conſider) brought upon Men but in regard to the moft 


enormous Offences long continued in, and after amendment was become 
deſperate, Not till after much forbearance,'and till Men were grown to a 
ſuperlative pitch of wickedneſs by no fit means (by no friendly warning, 
no ſharp reprehenſion, no moderate chaſtiſement) corrigible. ' Not/ unnl 
the Earth was become (eſpecially for Perſons of any Innocence or Integri- 
ty) no tolerable Habitation, but a Theater of lamentable Tragedies, a Seat 
of horrid Iniquity; a Sink of loathſome Impurity. So that in Reaſon it 
was to be eſteemed rather a Favour to Mankind to reſcue it from ſo unhap- 
py 2 State, than to ſuffer it to perſiſt therein, To ſnatch Men away out 
of ſo uncomfortable a Place, from fo wtetched a'Condition, was a Mercy; 
it had been a Judgment to have left them annoying, rifling and harraſing ; 
biting, tearing and devouring ; yea defiling and debauching each other; 
and fo heaping upon themſelves Loads of Guilt, and deeper Obligations to 
Vengeance. The Earth (faith the Text) was corrupt before Gul? | 
Farth was fill'd with Violence, God looked upon the' Earth, and behold it was 
corrupt ; for all Fleſh had corrupted its way' upon the Earth ; which univerſal 
i” extreme Corruption had not in probability ſprung up in a ſmall time 
for, | | I] 


Nemo repente fuit turpiſſimus, 


| is true not only of ſingle Men, but of Communities ; no People, no Ag 


doth ſuddenly degenerate into extreme Degrees of Wjckedneſs) ſo thatthe 
Divine Patience had long endured and attendedrupon Men, before the Refo- 
lution of thus puniſhing them was taken up; the which alfqg was not at firſt 
opecry and irreverſible, but in God's Deſign and Defire it was revoca- 
ble ; for the World had a long Reprieve after the Sentence paſs'd ; Execution 
was deferr'd till Noah's long preaching of Righteouſneſs, and denouncing 
of Judgment in a manner fo notorious and 7 (not by verbal Declara- 
tions only, but by the viſible Structure of the Ark) could prevail no- 
thing toward their amendment, but was either diſtruſted or If arded, 


+ and the Gen.s. 11: 


and perhaps derided by them. For, as St. Peter tells ys, They were djſ- 1 Per. 3. 20. 
obedient, when once the Long-ſuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while 2Per. 2. 5: 


the Ark was preparing ; that is (as is colleted by ſeveral Interpreteas from 


the * Text of the Story) during no lels than 120 Years ; a competent time * Gen. 6. 3: 


tor their recolle&ting themſelves, and endeayouring by amendment of Life 
to prevent the Ruin threatned to come upon them. Yet notwithſtanding 
that, this obſtinate and incorrigible Diſobedience did fo much difpleaſe 


God 
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Gen, 6. 6+ 


Levit, 18, 


God, as that in conſideration thereof God is ſaid to have repented that. he 
made Man on the Earth, and to.have'been thereby grieved at the. Heart . 
Yet did: he ſo temper his Anger as notutterly to deſtroy Mankind, but 
provided againſt its total ruin, by preſerving one Family as a Seminary 
thereof. ; preſerving the Father 'thereof” (queſtionleſs by. a ſpecial' Grace ) 


from the ſpreading; Contagion, inſpiring him with Faith, and qualifying 


him. for the Favour, which by him he deſigned to communicate unto the 
World ; the reparation thereof, and reſtoring the Generations of Men,.. $ 
that alſo through this Paſſage of . Providence, how diſmal and dreadful fo. 
ever; at' firſt ſight, much Goodneſs will be tranſparent to him that looks up- 
on attentively. ” \ 

IT. Inthe next place, as to that extermination and exciſion of the Ca- 
aauites, which carries ſo horrible an appearance of Severity, we may find 
it qualifiable, if we conſider, that for the nature of the Treſpaſles, 'which 


procured it, they; were inſufferably heinous and abominable-: Moſt fot- 
tiſh; barbarous, and baſe Superſtitions (Cruelty and Impurity being eſſen- 


tial Ingredients into their Performances of Religion, and it being Piety with 


them to be exceedingly wicked) and in their other Practice moſt beaſtly 


'Iaſeiviouſneſſes; :moſt bloody Violences, Oppreſſions and Rapines gene- 
rally abounding. - So that for thoſe Men themſelves, who were by 


turns, as it-hapned,; the Authors: and -the Objeas of theſe Dealings, it 


could not be-defirable tocentinue in'a State of living ſo wretched and 


uncomfortable... Impunity. had: been no Mercy to ſuch People, but rather 
a Cruelty; cutting them oft muſt needs be the greateſt Favour they were 
capable of ; it being only removing them from a Hell here, and prevent- 
ing their deſerving many worſe Hells hereafter. Even to themſelves it 
was a Favour and a greater one to their Poſterity, whom they might have 
brought forth to ſucceed in their Courſes, and to the Conſequences of them; 
whom they would have engaged into their wicked Cuſtoms, and their wo- 


Ful Miſchiefs. They were not ſo deſtroyed from the Land, until it grew 


Levit. 18.28, 


uninhabitable in any tolerable manner, and it- ſelf could not, as it were 
endure them .any longer, but (as the Text doth moſt Ggnificantly expreſs 


it) did ſpue them out ; being like a Stomach ſurcharg'd with foul, or poi- 


ſonous Matter, which it loaths, and is pained with, and therefore natural- 


ly labours to expel. Neither was this fad Doom executed upon them till 
aſter 400 Years of forbearance : for even in Abraham's time God took no- 
tice of their Iniquity, then born and growing ; and gave account of hus 


ſuſpending; their Puniſhment ; becauſe (ſaid he) the Iniquity of the Ame- 


rites was not yet full (that is, was not yet arrived to a pitch of deſperate 


Obſtinacy and Incorrigbility :) While there was the leaſt glimpſe of Hope, 


the leaſt Relicks of any Reaſon, any Regret, any Shame in them, the leaſt 


pollibility of Recovery, God ſtopped his avenging Hand ; but when all 


ground of Hope was removed ; the whole Stock of natural Light and 
Strength was imbezill'd ; all Fear, all Remorſe, all Modeity were quite ba- 
niſhed away ; all Means of Cure had proved ineffeftual ; the Gangreen of 
Vice had ſeized on every part, Iniquity was grown mature and mellow ; 
then was the Stroke of Juſtice indeed not more ſeaſonable than necellary ; 
then was the tatal Sword the only proper Remedy ; then ſo with one Stroke 
to cut oft them, . and their Sins and their Miſchiets, and their Miſeries to- 
gether, was an Argument no leſs ſtrong and clear of God's merciful Good- 


_ neſs, than of his juſt Anger toward them. 


IV. The 
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; Of the Goodmef of God. 


IV. The like Account we may render of God's Judgments upon the 
People of [/rael. If we conſult the Prophets, who declare the ſtate of things, nor. 9. 9. 
the Facts, the Diſpoſitions, the Guilts, that brought them down from Hea- 
yen, we ſhall ſee, that they came upon account of an univerſal Apoſta- 
fie from both the Faith and PraQtice of true Religion; a deep corruption (like 
that in the days of Gibeah, as the Prophet Hoſea ſpeaketh) in Mind: and 
Manners ; an utter perverting of all Truth and Right ; an obſtinate com- 
pliance with, or emulation of the moſt abominable Praftices of the Hea- 
then Nations about them ; an Univerſal Apoſtaſie, I fay, from God and 
all Goodneſs ; a thorough Prevalence of all Iniquity. Hear the Prophets je, ;, x; 
expreſling it,; and deſcribing them. Feremy ; Run ye to and fro through the 
Streets of Hieruſalem ; ſee now, and know, and.ſeek in the broad places there- 
of ; if ye can find a Man; if there be any that executeth Judgment, that ſeek- 
e&th theTruth, and I will pardonit. Eſay; The Earth is defiled under the EC. 24.5. 1. 4. 
Inbabit ants thereof ; becauſe they have tranſgreſſed the Laws, changed the Or- 
dinarces, broken the everlaſting Covenant : Ah finful Nation, a people laden 
with Iniquities, a Seed of Fu] Doers, Children that are Corrupters ; they have 
forſaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Iſrael unto Anger ; they 
are gone away backward, &c. Thus do theſe and other Prophets in a like 
ſtrain deſcribe in the groſs the ſtate of things preceding thoſe Judgments. 

And in Ezekzel (in divers places, particularly in the 8h, but eſpecially in gz. 22; 
the 224, Chapter) we have their Offences in retail, and by parts (their groſs 

Impieties, their grievous Cruelties, Extortions and Oppreſlions) ſet out 
copiouſly, and in moſt lively Colours. And as the Quality of their Provo- 

cations was fo bad, and the Extenſion of them ſo large, ſo was their Con- 

dition deſperate ; there were no means of Remedy left, no hopes of A- 
mendment ; fo was their Forehead covered with Impudence, their Heart 

hardned with Obflinacy, their Minds deeply tinctured with habitual Pravi- 

ty and Perverſeneſs: Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the Leopard his It. 13. 23- 
Spots, then may ye alſo do good that are accuſtomed to do evil, faith Jeremy 
concerning them. All Methods of reclaiming them had proved fruit- 

k(s; :no favourable Dealings, no gentle Admonition, or kind Inſtruction 

would avail any thing ; for *tis of them the Prophet Efay faith ; Let Fa-1fa. 26. 10.' 
wour be ſhewed to the Wicked, yet will he not learn Righteouſneſs. No Advi- 

ces, no Reproofs (how frequent, how vehement, how urgent ſoever) had 

any Effect upon them. Almighty God declares often that he had ſpoken 

unto them riſing upearly, but they would not hear nor regard his Speech ; 

did not only neglect, and refuſe, but deſpiſe, loath, mock, and reproach it jer. 25.4. . 
(turning their Back upon him, pulling away their Shoulder, ftiffning their 32+ 33-6. 10. 
Neck, and ſtopping their Ears, that they ſhould not hear) that he had ſpread Nets _—_— 
out his Hands all the day long to a rebellious and gainſaying People ; to a Peo- EC. 65.3. 
ple that (with extreme Inſolence and Immodelty) proveked him to Anger * ©": 36-16. 
continually to his Face. Nor could any Tenders of Mercy allure or move je.,,, ,..z, 


399 


them: 7 ſaid (God faid it in Jeremy) after all theſe things, turn unto me, but 4.1, 14 18. 


ſhe returned not. Amend your Ways and your Doings, and obey the Voice of *' 3 03: 
the Lord your God, and the Lord will repent him of the Evil, that he hath 


' pronounced againſt you. Repent, and turn your ſelves from all your Tranſgreſ- 


fons, ſo Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin.; and innumerable the like Overtures 
we have of Grace and Mercy to them ; all which they proudly and per- 
verfely rejected, perſiſting in their wicked Courſes : they even repelled and Jer. :1. 2:. 
filenced, they rudely treated and perſecuted the Prophets fenr' unto them ,, 3? 3*: 


with Meſſages of kind Warning, and Overtures of Grace ; fo obſtruding all war.”24, 3-. 


acceſs of Mercy to themſelves : They ſay to the Seers, ſee not ; and toFx#k 18. 


the Prophets, propheſie not unto us right things : ſo Fſay reports their pro- £8.30. 10. 
Ty Cecding ; 


a8; 
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Ezre 9. 7. 


Neh. 9.31. 


Ezr 9+ 13. 
Hoſ, 11, 19- 


Jer. 31. 20. 


Iſa, 63. 9. 


Jer. 29.11. 
33s 69 7. 


cceding ; which of the Prophets did not your Fathers perſecute : fo St. Stephen 
expoſtulates with them. Neither were gentler Chaſtiſements deſigned for 
their Correction arid Cure any-wiſe available ; they made noImpreſſion on 
them, they produced no change in them : 7» vaix (faith God) 7 hays 
ſmitten your Children, they have received no Correftion. And, Thou haſt ſmit-. 
ten them, but they have not grieved ; thou haſt conſumed them, but thep have 
refuſed to receive Correfion; \they have made their Faces harder than a Rock 
they have refuſed to return ; and, The People turneth not to him"that ſmiteth 
them, neither do they ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. Unto this xg-mpliojwuus &; &ms 
aecy, this perfeft Fitneſs (as St. Paul ſpeaketh) this maturity of deſpe- 
rate and irrecoverable Impiety, had that People grown, not: at once;:and 
on a ſudden, but by continual ſteps of Provocation, through a long courſe 
of time, during that divine Patience ſparing them, and by various Expedi- 
ents ſtriving to recover them. This Conſideration 1s frequently inſiſted 
upon, eſpecially in the Prophet Jeremy, The Children of Iſrael, and the Chil-- 
dren of Judah. have only done evil before me from their youth ; ſince the' day 
that your Fathers came-forth out of the Land of Egypt unto this day, TI have 
even ſent unto you all my Servants the Prophets,” daily riſing up early,” and 
ſending them ; Tet they hearkned not unto me, &c. Well then, after ſo many 
hundred Years of abuſed Patience, and unſucceſsful Labour to reclaim them, 
it was needful that Juſtice ſhould have her Courſe upon them : Yet how 
then did God inflict it, with what Mildneſs and Moderation, with what 
Pity and Relenting 2 Nevertheleſs (fay they in Nehemiah 3 for thy great Mer- 
cies ſake thou didſt not utterly conſume them, nor forſake them, for thou art a 
gracious and merciful God. And, Thou haſt puniſhed us leſs than our Iniqui- 
ties deſerve, doth Ezra confeſs. Twill not :execute the fierceneſs of my An- 
ger.; doth God himſelf reſolve and declare in Hoſea. So mild he was as 
to the meaſure of his puniſhing ; and what Compaſſion 'accompanied{ it, 
thoſe pathetical Expreſſions declare :- My Heart is turned within me, my Re- 
pentings are kindled together. Ts Ephraim my dear Son, is he a pleaſant Child ? 


for fince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember him ſtill, therefore 


m 
Bowels are troubled for him. In all their Affliftions he was afflided, &c. We 
may add; that notwithſtanding all theſe Provocations of his Wrath, and 
Abuſings of his Patience, which thus neceſſitated 'God to execute his Ven- 
geance, yet even during the execution thereof, and while his Hand was 
ſo ſtretched forth againſt them, he did retain Thoughts of Favour and Inten- 
tions of doing good even toward' this ſo ingratetul, ſo inſenſible, 'ſo.in- 
corrigible a People : For a ſmall time (faith God) have I forſaken thee, 
but with great Mercies will I gather thee : *I know the Thoughts that I think 
toward you, ſaith the Lord, Thoughts of Peace, and not of Evil, to give you 
an expefted End. Now theſe things being ſeriouſly laid together, have we 


. Not occaſion and ground ſufficient even in this Inſtance no leſs to admire 


and adore the wonderful Benignity, Mercy, and Patience of God, than to 
dread and tremble at his Juſtice ? OT: 

V. Asfor the laſt ſo calamitous and piteous Deſtruction of FHieruſalem, 
with the grievous Conſequences thereof, as we might apply thereto the for- 
mer Conliderations, ſo we ſhall oaly obſerve what was peculiar in that 
Caſe; that God diſpenſed ſuch Means to prevent it ; (to remove the me- 
ritorious Cauſes thereof, obſtinate Impenitency- and Incredulity ; reſiſting 
the Truth by him ſent from Heaven with ſo clear a Revelation and power- 
ful Confirmation ; deſpiſing the Spirit of God, and the DiRtates of their 
own Conſcience; baſely miſuſing divers ways, and at laſt cruelly murther- 
ing the Son of God) ſuch Means, 1 fay, God did employ for the re- 


moving thoſe Provocatives of Vengeance, which (as our Lord _ 
aith 


ESO Tron 


- faith) were ſufficient to have converted Thre and $5do; yea, to have pres Mate. ::./z1, 


_36r 


ſerved Sodom itſelf ; fo that our Saviour could with a compaſſionate 
ief deplore the unſucceſsfulneſs of his tender affetion; and ſolicitous care 
he their welfare, in theſe paſſionate terms; How often would T have gather- 


- ed thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wing, but ye would not ? 
| That-St. Joh»'the Bapri# his ſharp reproofs, his powerful exhortations, 


his-downright and clear forewarnings of what would follow ( Even »ow, 
faid he; the axe ts laid to the root , the tree ) attended with ſo remarkable 
circumſtances of his perſon, and his carriage (which induced all the 
World-about him to regard him as no ordinary man, but a ſpecial inſtru- 


; ment-of God, and meſſenger from Heaven) did yet find no effe&t conſi- 
derable ; the Phariſees and Lawyers, thoſe corrupt guides, whoſe autho- Luke 7. 20. 
rityananaged the blind multitude, defeating the one of God toward them. Mat. 11.4. 


ſelves;'as St. Lake \ſpeaketh ; (that is, defeating his gtacious purpoſe of 
reclaiming. them from diſobedience, and conſequently of with-holding 
the judgments imminent ) they reviled the perſon of that venerable Pro- 
pher,” He hath a-devil, {aid they; they {lighted his premonitions, and re- 
tted:his- advices, by obſerving which, thoſe dreadful miſchiets, which 


fell upon their rebellious heads, might have been averted. We may add, 


that even thoſe fearful judgments were tempered with mixtures of favour- 
able. deſign, not'only to the community of mankind ( which by fo re- 
markable a vengeance upon the perſecutors of our Lord and the {corners of 
his doctrine was \converted unto, or confirmed in the Chriſtian Faith ) but 


even toward that people whom it ſerved to convince of their errors and 


erimes; to induce them to repentance, 'to'provoke them unto the acknow- 
kdzment and -embracing of God's truth, fo palpably vindicated by him. 
$6.that.T might here apply that paſſage of St. Paa/ ( it not direftly and ad- 

uately according to his ſenſe, yet with no incongruous alluſion at leaſt ) 


matter ; but through their fall ſalvation came to the Gentiles, for to provoke 
them.to jealouſie Coremulation. ) And, in effe&t, as our Lordin the midſt 
of his ſufferings did affeQionately pray for God's mercy upon them, as the 
Apoſties did offer reconciliation unto them all indifferently, who would re- 
pent, and were willing to embrace it; fo were ſuch of them as were dif- 
poſed to _ with thoſe invitations, received to grace, how deeply {b- 
ever involved 1n'the continued guilt of thoſe enormous perſecutions, 1injtt- 


of God?s patience, and mercy in this cafe. So that neither by this 1n- 
ance is any attribute of God'more ſ{ignalized, than his tranſcendent good- 
neſs, in like manneras by the former inſtances, and in analogy to them by 
al others, that may be aſſigned... By all of them it will appear that God 
s primarily and of himſelf diſpoſed to do all fitting and poſſible good to 


' men, not to inflitevil more than is fit and neceſlary; that God is indeed 


23. J7e 


3. 10. 


Have:they ſtumbled, that they" ſhould fall (br, was there no other deſign of em. ::, : 7 
| God's. judgments upon them,but their utter ruine ?) pagÞporm? No ſuch 


 ries-and blaſphemies ; as particularly Saint: Paul, that illuſtribus example 1 Tim. :.16. 


Optimus ex nature proprietate (moFt good according wv of natare ) al- pe refurr, 
/ 


though juſtus ex cauſe neceſſitate ( ſevere from the nece 
tullian (peaketh. 'To afflit men (either ſome men ſingly, or whole ſocie- 
ties of men) may be ſometimes expedient upon ſeveral accompts ; for vin- 
dicating the eſteem, and ſupporting the intereſt of goodneſs, which may 
by impunity be diſgraced, endamaged, endangered; for the diſcrimina- 
tion of good and evil men, in an obſervable manner ; for the encourage- 
thent and comfort of the good ; the reduCtion and amendment of the bad ; 
for- preventing the contagion, ' and ſtopping the progreſs of iniquity, 
Whereupon greater guilts, and es y miſchiefs would enſue ; it may be 
A a 1 as 


ty of the caſe ) as Texr< CaTrnti, c. is 
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Bofil. Orat. ag neceſſary as ſharp Phyſick to cure publick or private diſtempers ; as an 
NG wa inſtrument of rowſing us out of our finful lethargies ; as:thatwhich may 
©[eg.anidy & Cauſe us better to underſtand our ſelves, and 'more to remember G | 


p«l:hr2 de har 4 ground of fearing God, and an inducement to believe his 
re, 


truth of divine paar, but rather confirms it, commends it, and ad. 


Carm. Pythag- hrino the 
Cyril. Hier. bring 


Damaſc. WMA TW, 


Nos vim Deo facimus iniquitatibus 10- 
ftris ; nos nolentem ulciſci cogimus. Deus 
enim pius & miſericors eſt, & Fwy nemi- 
new velit perire, wel ledere, Oc. 


lib, L & 8, 


are and falvation ; *tis our will and our aftions which oy pos 


Sap. I. $. 29'S! . 
St. Chriſoftome in divers places doth in- death in th fo » 
Ces Caine Go in makin e errour of our life ; 


| g s . 
and threatning Hellit ſe) ſelves deſtraftion, S0 that to conclude this of 
THe BagtAaiey on Laerler, 5 ® wir. Our diſcourſe, Even thoſe paſlages of Kea, 
my men} Jeter: cure 718 1599 which at firſt glumpſe appear moſt oppoſite, or dife * 
as 0 © OE : advantageous to the goodneſs of God ( or to our opi- 
nion and belief concerning it) do, being well ſifted, no wile prejudice it, 
but rather ſerve to corroborate and magnihie it. 07 | 
I ſhall only farther briefly touch (or rather but mention ) the uſes and 
effeQs, to the producing which, the conkderation of God's goodneſs, 1n ſo 
- manifold ways declared, ſhould be applied. '- + FP TISLG 
x. It ſhould beget 1a us hearty love and reverence toward God, 1n re- 
gard to this attribute ſo excellent and amiable-in it {elf; fo beneficial and 
advantageous to us, What can we eſteem, -what can we love, if fo ad- 
mirable goodgeſs doth not affeR us? how prodigiouſly cold and hard 
| is 


Q ws þ bp 


mation of the Pſalmiſt ; There is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayſt be 
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EE eee eee, 


is-that heart, which cannot be warm'd and fſoftned into affetion by ſo 

melting a conſideration ? | | 

- 9. It ſhould produce as grateful ſenſe in our hearts, fo real endeavours 

of thankful obedience in our lives, It ſhould make us walk worthy of God, ca. ;. 20 

to all well-pleaſing, bringing forth fruit in every good work ;, taking heed of do- | 
ing, as did Hezekiah, of whom it is faid ; that he rendred not according to » Chro. 32.35, 
the benefit done unto him, for his heart was !:fted up ;, therefore was wrath upon 


im; that we may not have that expoltulation juſtly applied unto us: Dy Deur. ». 3. 


Je thus requite the Lord ;.O fooliſh people and unwiſe? 


2. It ſhould engage us the more to fear God ; complying with the Pro- 
phet's admonition ; Fear the Lora and his goodneſs. Conſidering that inti- Ho 3-50 
ai. ©, 4. 


feared; obſerving that advice of Samnel, Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him, , $49, (+.1,, 
for conſider what great things he hath done for you. For that indeed nothing is 
more terrible, than goodnels flighted, and patience abuſed. 


4. It ſhould humble, aſhame and grieve us, for having croſſed and of- 


Fended ſuch exceeding goodneſs and mercy. It ſhould cauſe us greatly to 


detelt our fins, which le under fo heinous an aggravation, to be deeply 


+diſpleaſed with our ſelves, who have ſo unworthily committed them. 


5. It ſhould therefore'render us wary and vigilant againſt the commiſ- 
fion of any fin; that 1s, of incurring the guilt of ſo enormous ingratitude 


and baſeneſs ; making us cautious of doing like thoſe, of whom tis confeſ- 


{ed in Nehemiah ; They did eat, and were filled and delighted themſebues in thy Neh.g.25,25. 
great gooaneſs ; nevertheleſs they were diſobedient, and rebelled again#t thee, and 
cait thy laws behind their back, | 


-.. 6, Itſhould alſo breed and nouriſh in us faith, and hope in God. For 
what reaſon can we have to diſtruſt of ſo great goodneſs ; that he will re- 
fuſe to help us in our need ; that he will fail in accompliſhment of his pro- 


miſe ; that. he will with-hold what is convenient for us? Ir ſhould pre- y:a. Chryf. a4 


ſerve us from deſpair. What temptation can we have to deſpair of mer- Theod. 2. 


cy, if we heartily repent of our miſdoings, and ſincerely endeavour to print Gfck 


Pleaſe him ? 


7. It ſhould upon the ſame account excite us to a free and conſtant ex- 
erciſe of all devotions. For why ſhould we be ſhy or fearfull of entring Matt. 7. ::. 
into ſo friendly and favourable a preſence; why ſhould we be backward 
from having (upon any occaſion or need) a recourſe to him, who is ſo 
willing, ſo deſirous, fo ready to do us good ? what ſhould hinder us from 
delighring in oblations of blefſing, and praiſe unto him? 

8. It ought to render us ſubmiſſive, patient and contented under God's 


' hand, of corre&tion, or trial : as knowing, that it cannot be without ve- 


ry juſt cauſe, that ſuch goodnels ſeemeth diſpleaſed with us ; that we are 
the chief cauſes of our ſuffering, or our want ; ſo that we can have no 
g00d cauſe to repine, or complain: for, Wherefore doth the living man com-1,m..10, 8. 
plain? ſince, a man (\uffers ) for the puniſhment of his ſins ; ſince it is our 
fins, that withhold $004 things from us. Since alſo, we conſidering this at- 
tribute may be aflured, that. all God's diſpenſations do aim and tend to 
our good. Gs 

9. 1t ſhould alſo in gratitude toward God, and imitation of him, en- 
age us to be good ; kind and bountyull, peaceable, and apt to forgive ; 
meek.and gentle, pitifull and affe&tionate toward our brerhren. 7 be Lyte 6.35,36: 
good and mercifull, as our heavenly Father is mercifull and benign even toward »Jobn 3.16. 

. TS Es 9, _ Coloff. 3. 13. 

the wicked and ungratefull ; to be kind anto one another, full of bowels, for Eph. 4. 32. 
ST " £49 . . 
giving one another, as God for Chris's ſake hath forgiven us. 


Jer. 5s. 25. 


Aaa 2 x0. Laſtly, 
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fade; ro, Laſtly, We ought to have an eſpecial care of perverting this excel. - 
=, lent truth by miſtakes and vain preſumptions ; that we do nor turn the 
grace..of God into wantonneſs, or occaſion of licentious practice. Becauſe 
God is very good and mercifull, we muſt not conceive him to be tond, 
or ſlack, or careleſs; that he 1s apt to indulge us in fin, or to connive at 
- our preſumptuous tranſgrefſion of his laws. No; #ny mW ayads, 5 aa 
Jy, 4 pucomovnehe ( the hatred of wickedneſs is conſequent upon goodneſs even as 
fuch, as Clemens Alex. ſaith ) God even as he 1s good, cannot but deteſt that 
which is oppoſite and prejudicial to goodneſs; he cannot but maintain the 
honour and intereſt thereof; he cannot, he will not endure us to diſho- 
nour him, to wrong our neighbour, to ſpoil our ſelves. As he is a ſure 
friend to us, as his creatures, ſo he 1s an implacable enemy to us as impe- 
Pſ:l. rr. 5. Nitent rebels and apoſtates from our duty. The wicked, and him that lov. 
eth violence his ſoul hateth. As he is infinitely benign, fo he is alſo perteQly 
Hab. 1.13. holy, and of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. He is not a God that hath plea- 
Plal. 5. 4 ſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with him. The fooliſh ſhall not fland 
Pla. 34.16, 77 Pis ſight, he hateth all workers of iniquity. His face is againſt them that dy 
evil, Finally, as God is gratious to all ſuch as are capable of his love, 
and qualified for his mercy; ſo he is an impartial and upright judge, who 
will deal with men according to their deſerts, Wo to the tenour of 
his laws and ordinances; according to his immutable decree and word ; 
ſo that as we have great reaſon to truſt, and hope in him, fo we have no 
true ground to preſume upon him ; vainly to trifle, or inſolently to dally 
with him. ; 
 ButT leave this point to be farther improved by your meditations, 
Grant we beſeech thee, Almighty God, that the words which we have heard this 
day with our outward ears, may through thy grace be ſo grafted inwardly in our 
hearts, that they may bring forth in us the þ rs of good living to the honour 
and praiſe of thy Name, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Amen. —_ 


FY —_ 
— 
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No Reſpe& of Perſons with G OD. 


Rom. IL 11. 
For, There is noreſpeft of perſons with God. 


T 1s an ordinary conceit, grounded on a ſuperficial view of things, 
that Almighty God diſpenſeth his gifts with great inequality, and 
dealeth very partially with men ; being laviſh in his bounty to ſome, 

but ſparing therein to others; ſlack and indulgent in calling ſome to aCc- 
compt, but rigorous and ſevere in judgment toward others. wi 
hic 
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.. Which imagination often hath influence upon the affeQtons and the a&ti- 
ons of men; ſo that hence ſome men do. highly preſume, others are much ypc, 13. 6, 
diſcouraged ; ſome are apt to boaſt themſelves ſpecial darlings and favou- 
rites of heaven; others are tempted to complain of their being quite de- 
ſerted, or neglected thereby.  _ ITY 
But whoever. more carefully will obſerve things, and weigh them with 
good con{ideration, ſhall find this to be a great miſtake; and that in truth 
God diſtributeth his favours with "ery equal meaſures, he poiſeth the ſcales 
of juſtice with a moſt even hand ; ſo that reaſonably no man ſhould be 
exalted, no man ſhould be dejected in mind, upon accompt of any conli- jy ;:. 6. 
derable difference in God's regard towards him, and other perſons ; the 
which is clearly diſcovered by God, or merely dependeth on his will and 
providence. | | | | 
- The advantages, which one man hath above another, being eſtimated 
morally, in reference to ſolid felicity and content, are indeed none ; or are 
not abſolutely made by God, but framed by men unto themſelves. For 
God is indifferently affe&ed toward perſons as ſuch nakedly and pri- 
vately conſidered ; or as deveſted of moral conditions, qualifications and 
ations; He in his dealing, whether as benetaCtour or judge, purely conſi- 
| dereth the reaſon: and exigency of things, the intrinfick worth of perſons, 
the real merits of each cauſe ; He maketh no arbitrary or groundleſs di{- 
criminations; he neither loveth and favoureth, nor loatheth and diſcoun- 
tenanceth any perſon unaccomptably : He doth utterly diſclaim partality, 
or reſpe&t of perſons, as a calumnious aſperſion on him, and a ſcandal to 
his providence. | 
"Such in holy Scriptures he repreſenteth himſelf, upon various occaſi- 
ons ; declaring his perfe& impartality, and that nothing beſide the right 
and reaſon of caſes doth ſway with him; all other conſiderations being 


impertinent and. inſignificant to him. For inſtance, 

It is declared, that he hath no partial reſpett to nations ; for the piety (2, ;o..1 
of Fob an Edomite, of Melchiſedeck a Canaanite, of Jethro a Madjanite were 3. 29.) . 
very pleaſing to him ; he favourably did hear the prayers, and accept the 
alms of Cornelius a Roman Souldier ; whereupon St. Peter made this general 
reflexion, Of 4 truth I perceive, that God is no reſpetter of perſons ; But in agg 1. 41, 
yy nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with 

im. | 

He is declared not to regard the external profeſſion of true Religion, but 
real praQtice according to it ; He rendreth (faith St. Paul ) to every man ac- CG) 5:6. ) 
cording to his deeds-== tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that doeth Co”, \'s, 
evil, of the Jew firit, and alſo of the Gentile ; but glory, honour, and peace to Rom. 2.6, | 
every man that worketh good, to the Few firit, and alſo to the Gentile ; for (ad-(!g1,. ;.29,) 
deth the Apoſtle, aſſigning the reaſon of this proceeding ) zhere 7s no reſpect | 
of perſons with God. | | 

He is faid not zo reſpec? faces, or any exteriour appearances, however 
pecious in the eye of the world ; according to that ſaying of God to Samy- 1 Sam. 16: 7: 
, at the choice of David before his brethren ; Look not on his countenance, 

& 0 on the heighth of his ſtatare, becauſe I have refuſed him ;, for the Lord ſeeth 

Jl 7 as man ſeeth ; for man looketh on the outward appearance ; but the Lord look- 

q th oz the heart. 

S Itis expreſſed, that he hath no reſpe& to the outward eftate, or world- 

ly rank and dignity of men; but that Princes and Peaſants, Maſters and 
Servants, the honourable or wealthy, and the mean or poor are of equal 
conſideration with him ; He (faith Job ) accepterh not the perſons of Princes, jg, ,,. 9 
mor regardeth the rich more than the poor ;, for they are all the work of his hands; Sap. 6. 7. 


and 
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Epheſ. 6.9. and St. Paul biddeth Maſters to deal fairly with their Servants, knowing 


Coloſl. 3+ 25: ( faith he) that your Maſter is alſo in heaven; neither is there reſpett of perſona 
a with him. ” "4 | 

Weare taught, that He doth not regard even the moſt ſacred offices, or 

more worthy accompliſhments of men, in prejudice to the verity of things, 

or equity of the caſe; for hence St. Paul maintaineth his reſolute behayi. 

Gal. 2. 6+ | 


our toward thote great pillars of Religion, St. Peter and. St. James ; Of 
theſe who ſeemed to be ſomewhat, whatſoever they were, it maketh no mattex tg 
7e, God accepteth no man's perſon. 

It 15 frequently igculcated, that he hath no conſideration of any gifts; 
of ſacrifices, of ſervices preſented to him with ſiniſter intent, to compound 
for ſin, or excuſe from duty, to pervert juſtice, or palliate wrong ; ac. 
Deut. 10.17. Cording to that | declaration of Moſes, The Lord your God is God of Gods, 

and Lord of Lords, a great God, a mighty and a terrible, which regardeth not per- 
ſons, nor taketh reward; and that ]charge of King Jehoſhaphat to his Judoes 
2 Chron-19-7. Let the fear of the Lord be upon you ; take heed, and do it ; for there is no ini. 
quity with the Lord our God, nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts.” And 
Do not think (faith the Hebrew Wiſe-man) to corrupt 
Ecclus. 35. 12. CIfa. r. 3. 61.8. 66. 3. 


mon ue Py (him) with gifts ; for ſuch he will not receive; antl 
yaw 6 5 Mic $75 04 He 6-4, © truit not to unrighteous ſacrifices; for the Loyd is 


Judge, and with him is no reſpett of perſons. + 
In fine, it is often generally declared, that God impartially diſpenſeth 


recompences, in juſt proportion, according to the deeds of men : He (faith 


Rom. 2. 11. St, Paul ) that doeth wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong which he hath done, anit 
OL I-Y. there is no reſpect of perſons, And if (ſaith St. Peter ) ye call upon the Father, 
ine * " who without veſpedt of perſons judgeth according to every man's work, paſs the 
time of your ſojourning here in fear. 6 BH 

There is nothing more frequently aſſerted, or more ſeriouſly urged in 

holy Scripture, than this point, that God will judge, and deal with men, 

not according, to his abſolute, antecedent affeCtions, but according to their 

own works, or the tenour of their praCtice, duly ſcann'd and eſtimated by 


the rules of juſtice ; ſo that the really better man will certainly prove the 


Mat. 16.27. happier, and the worſe man ſhall be the more wretched : He will reward - 


Rom. 2.6. every man (faith our Lord ) 7) mu meat ans, according to his pratfice; 
ns: we Every one (faith St. Paul ) ſhall receive the things done in his body, eg: ty = 
2 Cor. 5 10. 9, ſatably (in juſt proportion ) to his works; and Each man ſhall receive 
x Cor. 3.8. {Hoy pucdor, his own wages according to his own labour; and then praiſe ( or a 
Farm '* due taxation ) ſhall be to every man from God: Behold (faith He in the Re- 
Pal. 62. 13+) velation ) I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to recompence each man, 
oy oh 1 2» 6s "70 aur? TOW, TY as his work ſhall be. | 
*ArelTrias Wherefore by facred teſtimonies it is abundantly manifeſt, that impar- 
bxd5g- tiality is a divine attribute, and perfeCttion of God ; the which { for onr 
greater ſatisfaction, and farther illuſtration of the point ) may be alſo evin- 
ced by divers arguments, ſome proving that it muſt be fo, others ſhewing 
that it isſo; ſome inferring it 4 priori, from the prime moſt avowed at- 
tributes of God's nature ; and from his relations to men ; others arguing 
it 4 poſteriori, from principal inſtances of God's proceedings and providen- 
tial diſpenſations toward men. 
Of the firſt ſort are thele. 
x. Godis impartial, becauſe he is perfetly wiſe, and thence doth truly 
eſtimate perſons and things. 
Wiſedom doth look evenly, with a free and pure (an indifferent and 
uncorrupt ) eye upon all things ; apprehending and eſteeming each as1t 1s 
11 it ſelf ; making no diſtinQion where it findeth none ; not preferring one 
thing 
Y. 
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thing before another without ground of difference in them. © It 'dotfnot 
fixavaluatioh on its objeQs, but acknowledgeth it, and taketh'it for. {uch 
asit is in themſelves. . wheres SO IS 1n79 Runs; ee 
Wherefore God cannot have any blind affeQion, or fondneſs toward 
any perſon, grounded on no reaſon, or upon any unaccoutitable prejudj ”* 
Me > 4anp can ſeem amiable, or odious to Hitri; 'who is not Tn himfelf fru- 
Io (ch. | "rub nered 921,97 10 eo 
] : This on met is often uſed in Scripture ; and to affure ug of this: tFith © 
it is there frequently affirmed, that God doth fearch the H Wh dpth, fry © (257 i 
the ſpirits, doth weigh the ations of men; The Lord thajd Flthnch ) 3s @ r Sim: ge 
God of knowledge, and by him attions are weightd > All theways'of may | Sel boy: 16. 2. 
Solomon ) are clean in his own eyes, but the Lord weigheth the fhrrirs : Hi el rug vt 
(faith the Pſalmi#t ) behold, his eye-lids try the children of men and, 0 Lor: 


ew dd. .: 


Ly 


. Lord 2% 12+ 

4 Hoſts (faith Jeremy ) that. Joned righteouſly, that trief#f the rein s Gs the 32+ 19. 
urta- Thing eyes are open upon all the ways of the fons of men, tq ghue every oY 
one atcording to his ways, and according to the fruit of his. ®oiups # The Para bs 

Lord ſearch the heart, I try the reins, to give every man according his - 
and according to the age his doings.) "Th TE ee 
2, God cannot be partial, becauſe he 1s perfeAly righteous, | nilt bh 
| holy. | Fhis reaſon adjoined to the former doth make up a complete. 
monſtration : for py doth proceed either from blinkne( fn i Aa 4 
Nan exa a 2+ +2 fol 


or from perverſeneſs of will ; He therefore, who hath both an exatt knox 
kdge of things, and a perfe&t reQitude of will, can no-wiſe be partia > 
the one enabling him to Judge, the other diſpoſigg |him to affeft things as 
are and deſerve; to efteem and love th hich Kiva We 'F 
lovely ; to deſpiſe and diſlike that which is defpicable'aqd odidyx; D = 
have no opinion, or affeQion toward a perſon, abſtrated from all g NH FE) 
fications ; ſuch an one being no ſpecial oþjeFt of a wiſe and juſt S op 
eſteem or contempt, love or hatred. Df RM 95.7308 


- As theſe cauſes are always inſeparably conneQted {for What is juſthes 
but a diſpoſition of will, to follow, without deflexion, the diftates of wile- 
_ dom? ) fo the effe&t muſt neceſſarily follow ; accordin o gumberleſs+ 
ſtimonies in Scripture importing, that The righteous L | tooerh ri bog Pal, tr. 7. 

weſs 5 but the wicked, and him that loveth violate, his fogt hateth : Th exes (7: 01e 33 Fe 

"the Lord are upon the righteous---- but the face of the Lord is againſt them Pra 115. 5.6. 
that do evil. BAY I ws OO 5.0 y PlUe ft. 
3. God is impartial, becauſe he is infinitely great and potent ; Whenes - «ia. 
all creatures are in the ſame degree inferiour, at the ſame diſtance erate 


> 


from him ; all are equally at his diſcretion and diſpoſal ; he hath no 


ofany ; what therefore ſhould incline him to reggrd one before anoth 
excepting onely goodneſs, wherein he delighteth? So the Ws 


eourſeth, He that is Lord of all, ſþall fear no \may's pron neither "(hall þ 


Gly Do 19.4 
a Lord of Lords, a great God, a mighty, and 4 terrible, which regar L LP 4-4-0] £ 
perſons. | EI Goo abi 
4. God is impartial, becauſe he is immenſely good and benign ; bath goa, 24.65: 


4 . 
4 


(s, for he hath made the ſmall and if 


and in awe of any man's greatneſs | ana gre 
tareth for all alike. So Moſes did unply, The Lord your God «« God 9 


ntenſively in the degree, and extenſively asto the objeAts of his goodneſs Numb! 1443. 


fo that he favoureth all equally, becauſe all thoroughly, ſo far as may y Pſal. 86. 5,15- 


o » . 0% - . to a 3 o o 8. 
be according to their condition and capacity; whence if there be oy dite- 3-8, 145 
rence Or Q, the ground thereof is not 1n his nature or will, þ fs 18. e 
different qualifications of Creatures. © | 6 2Q0P 9% YAOU 


Theres a double goodneſs or love of Ge | : one abſolute, precec 11th 


tegard to perſonal qualities, or deeds; the other conditionate, and-conle- 
quent 
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Mes” vent on {] eci regards; in both theſe God is impartial; for the: fir 
Pfal. 145.9,16; generala unconfined, according tothat of the Plalmiſt, The Lord js n 


| | | 00d 
Luke 6. 35- £0 all, and his mercies are over all his works; and thoſe ſayings ar the Golpel, 
eth h1s ſun to rife og 


LOs 34- 9+ 
35 16. 


IF 1. He is the maker and father of all; according to that of the Prophet, 
Mat. 2. 10. THeve we not all one Father? hath not one God created #s? and that. of the 
Epheſ. 4-6 Apoſtle, 'There is Oe God and Father of all, who i above all, and throwgh 
all, andin you.all; He therefore hath the ſame parental kindneſs towardall, 
the ſame tenderneſs for the good of each; He is not capable of thatimper. 
feQtion, which is obſervable in ſome parents, to be fond and indulgent to 
ſome children above others; but in his affe&ion The rich aud poor (as'the 


Prov. 22. 22 Wiſe-man ſaith) do meet together, the Lord is the maker of them all, - 

Yeb1« 308 © "Hence Job did colle&t that God accepteth not the perſons of Princes, not ve« 

ply the rich more than the poor ; for (faith he ) they are all the work of his 

"NANAS. 310 0 
Job 31. 13,14, : Hence the ſame holy Man did infer, that he was obliged to deal;far 

r5- . With his own ſervants, fer that God in judgment would conſider-theit 

Job 31. 15. NO leſs than his, upon this accompt, for Did not he that made me; inthe 
womb, make him; and did not one faſhion 1s in the womb ? xr) 

Hence the Wiſe-man, who imitated Solomon, did argue an equality'of 

$zp. 5.7. Hgratious providence toward all, He hath made the ſmall and the great, and 

careth for all alike. | 


2. God is the common Lord of all; and therefore is concerned t6 pros 


te all with the like care, to govern all with the ſame equity. 
Hence St. Paul gathereth Tar God is indiffterently willing to ſhew mers 
cy, and diſpence bleſſings to. all people; to. confer the means of ſalvation 
Rom 3. 29: and toaccept pious endeavours, withour diſtinQion .of Few or Gentile; Is 


Ro: 19: 12+ There i therefore no differente between the Jew and the Greek; for the ſame Lord 
over all is rich anta all that call m_ ' = TIES bee "414 49" 

Hence the fame Apoſtle doth urge Maſters:to be juſt and kind-to their 

ſervants; for that God as the common Maſter: hath an equal reſpe&to 

Bokeſ. 6. 9, both ; knowing that your Maſter alſo is in heaven, and there is no reſpett of pers 

x Titht, 4+ 10- ſons with him. . | Wet 


(Gith he ) he the of the Jro+ ouch? it; be not n/ſ.of She Geapilex out, 


Sian: 4. g, © 09.5 the Sovicar of all; deſiring and deſigning that all. men ſhould 


: Pet. 3-9. 6 ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth ; being willing that no'man 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance, | 

Tit. 3+ 11. 2+ 11+ x John 4+ 14-Luke 9.56. ' Wherefore out of philanthropy and love to.man- 
Join Ho b Or Cor. 5. 19, 1 Time 1.:1d he fſent his Son to be the Saviour of the war{s 
. to give himſelf a ranſome for all men, to taſte death; for. 


every man. | ; It | | O34 
And what greater inſtance could there be.of perfect impartiality.?.;; .. 
So by reaſons from the principal attributes and relations of God tis 1m- 

partiality may be deduced : The fame alſo may be declared from his'pro- 


3, Gad 


cetdings and dealings with men. For 


$ Son a. ll - wa a. -»> x» co» Na Hoe awd fo dd = FF 
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x. God hath propoſed to all men indifferently the fame terms and con. Clem: Pex.44- 
ditions of obtaining his love and favour, of enjoying his bounty and mer- 
cy, of obtaining rewards and felicity from him, = | 
The fame laws and rules of life are preſcribed to all perſons, as men, 
and as Chriſtians. 09: | wh 
The natural diQttes of reaſon, the precepts of holy Scripture, the great 
' moral duties of n+ _pBs by obſervance whereof God's favour is retained, 
and falvation affured, are of general concern and common obligation to 
all] without exception. Sb So | | 
God hath not framed one Law, or one Goſpel for Princes and great 
Men, another for Peſants and mean Artiſans ; He hath not chalked out 
one way toward heaven for the rich, another tor the poor to walk in ; 
But all, high and low, rich and poor one with axother, are tied to obſerve the Pla. 49. 2. 
precepts of piety, of charity, of juſtice, of temperance, ſobriety and cha- 
ſity, of modeſty, humility and patience ; none(great or ſmall) can other- 
wiſe than by proceeding in the common road of Monday non arrive | 
to happineſs. He that doeth the will of my Father that u in heaven, ſhall eg- Mat. 7. 21. 
er 3nto the kingdom of heaven. | t 
' If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments : Enter in through the Mate. 19. i7. 
ſtrait gate; Bleſſed are they that do his commandments, that they may have yo Ron 
right to the tree of life To them, who by patient continuance in well-doing ſeek vga. 3 os 
glory and honour and immortality,eternal life will be conferred ; Theſe are the Apoc- 22. 14- 
grand infallible maxims, the fixt irreverſible decrees, expreſſing the gene- "97 * 7 
ral duty and doom of mankind, according to the eternal reaſon of things, 
jo the declared will of God Almighty, our Sovereign Governour and 
udge. | 
Whoever it 15, that will pleaſe God, that will have his love, that will Jobs 15. 14 
| be happy by his grace, muſt humbly ſubmit to God's will, mult fairhfull 
obey God's laws, muſt carefully walk in God's way ; from this courſe 
there can be no exemption, no diſpenſation, no ſpecial privilege for any 
perſon whatever. ro Cond 2 
As all men naturally, by indiffoluble bands of obligation, are the ſub- 
kts and ſervants of God ; ſo God indiſpenſably and inexcuſably doth re- 
onky _ fame loyalty and fidelity, the ſame diligence, the ſame reverence 
om alt. ,” | 
_ men ſometimes 7 live, as if they conceited themſelves free 
from the obligations, which bind other men ; as if they had not ſouls (as 
we poor mortals have) to be ſaved, or were to be ſaved in ſome other 
way ; as if obedience to the divine laws doth not touch them, but onely 
doth belong to the commonalty ; as if they had ſpecial indulgence to live 
n pride, luxury and ſloth, might warrantably pra@tiſe injuſtice, oppreſ- 
ſion, revenge ; might cam privilegio be lewd and laſcivious, with-hold 
their debts, take God's name in vain, negle& devotion and the ſervice of 
God; but in thus doing they much abuſe themſelves; for they no Tefs 
than others are obnoxious to guilt, and to puniſhment for ſuch, miſde- 
meanours againſt the divine laws. In truth, if there be any difference in - 
the caſe, it is onely this that hey in all equity, ingenuity and gratitude are 
obliged to a more ſtrict, more faithfull, more diligent obſervance vf God's 
laws ; they being more indebted to God for his ſpecial bounty to them ; 
they having larger talents and advantages committed to their truſt, their 
deportment being of higher conſequence, and moſt influential on the 
world, they being liable to render an accompt according to that juſt rule, 
Unto whom much 4 given, of him much ſhall be required; whence theit emi-Luke 14. 48. 
tency of condition doth not _ _ from common quries, but _ | 
ayg- 
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advance their nee, will - _.idp their negle&t, will enflame their 
| reckoning, will plunge them deeper into wofull puniſhment; accardin 

:p.6.5,6, to that of the Wiſe-man A ſharp judgment ſhall be to them that are in hig 
places ; for mercy will ſoon pardon the meane#t, but mighty men ſhall be mightily 
| tormented. | : 
2. All perſons have the ſame means, the fame aids, the ſame ſupports 
prog to them, for ability to perform their duty, and attain their hap- 
ineſs. 

. The word of God, as the light of heaven, doth indifferently ſhine to 
all men, for inſtruQting their minds, for direQing their praftice, for guz- 

ding their feet in the way of peace. | 
he divine grace isever at hand ready to affiſt all thoſe, who ſincerely 

and feriouſ] Þ apply themſelves to ſerve God. : 

Seaſonable comforts are never wanting to port thoſe who need them; 
PC. 147. 3- and who 1n their diſtreſs ſeek them from God, who healerh the broken in 


( 146. 7--) heart, and bindeth up their wounds ; ſo that when The poor may crieth, the 


Plal. 34+ 16” Lord heareth him, and ſaveth him out of his troubles, 
The univerſal good Spirit of God (the fountain of light and wiſedom 

x Cor. 12.7. of ſpiritual power and ſtrength, of conſolation and joy ) is communicated 
according to. the needs of men, and exigencies of occaſion; preventin 
them by direQion to the right way, by reclaiming them from ill courſes, 
by exciting in them good thoughts, and good deſires ; quickning their na 
reſolutions, and aſtſting in the- purſuit of them ; enabling them to reſiſt 
temptations, and to combat with their ſpiritual adverſaries; to ſuch beſt 
purpoſes the holy Spirit is given to all in needfull ſeaſons and meaſures ; 

Luke 11. 12, Eſpecially to thoſe who do earneſtly ſeek it, do faithfully uſe it, do treatix 
we 


3. God hath provided, and doth propoſe to all men the ſame encourage. 
ments for obedience, the ſame puniſhments for tranſgrefſion; the which 
bang the ſame in kind do onely differ in degree, proportionably to the 
good deeds, or bad demerits of perſons. 

God hath appointed one heaven for all pious and vertuous perſons ; of 
what nation, of what rank, of what condition ſoever they are ; He hath 

Cel. 3.11. Prepared thoſe things, which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor heart of man 

x Cor. 2. 9+ conceived for all that love him. For all that have fought the good fight, and 

> Tim, 4.5. pt the faith, and love his appearance, the Lord, the righteous Judge, hath 
; laid up a crown of righteouſneſs. 


Immortality of life, an unfading crown of glory, a Kingdom that can- 


not be ſhaken, unſpeakable joys, endleſs bliſs God hath covenanted, and 
Luke 22- 26 promiſed to all his taithfull ſervants ; to all who in his way pleaſe to accept 
Apo. 22. 17. 2nd embrace them, s Viaws, He that willeth, let him take of the water of life, 
free; And what greater rewards could there be aſſigned ? what room 15 
there for partiality, where all are capable of the ſame equally great, be- 
Matt. 8. 11. Cauſe in a manner immenſe felicity ? Mary ( faith our Saviour ) {bal come 
Luke 13: 29 froms the Eaſt and from the Weſt, and from the North, and from the South, axd 


ſhall fit down with Abraham and with Iſaac and with Jacob in the Kjngdom of 


heaven. 


Lazarus the poor beggar, ſhall reſt with the illuſtrious Moſes, and the 
noble Darzel, with David, and Hezekiah, and Joſiah, and all pious Princes 
in the boſome of Abraham. The poor Fiſhermen, the painfull Tentmakers, 
the ſorry Publicans ſhall reign together with Conſtantine, and Theodeſims, 
and all thoſe good Princes, who have faithfully ſerved God, and promo- 

; Tim. 6. 19. ted his glory. The rich, well uſing their wealth, may obtain that fate, 
TW *-3F ereaſuring up to themſelves a goad foundation againſt the time ta came, that 0 
JS | _ 
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may lay hold on eternal life ; The potr, contentedly bearing their condition, 
have a good title thereto, expreſſed in thoſe words, Bleſſed be ye poor, for Luke 6. 20. 
ours is the Kingdom of God. 

On'the other hand the ſame diſmal puniſhments are threatned to all 
preſumptuous, contumacious, and impenitent trahſgreſſours of God's law, 
however dignified or diſtinguiſhed ; be they Princes, or SubjeQs, noble or 
baſe, wealthy or indigent; the fame unquenchable fire, the ſame gnaw- 
ing worm, the ſame weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth; the 
fame utter darkneſs; the ſame burning lake of brimſtone ; the ſame ex- 
treme. diſconſolate anguiſh is reſerved for them all: Depart fromme, Go ye Matt. 7. 23. 
carſed into everlaſting fire, will be the doom pronounced on all the workers (5,47 .. 
of iniquity ; Indignation and wrath, tribulation and angniſh will be upon every Rom. 1.8, g. 
foul that aveth evil, +. 

| No regard will be had to the quality of men in this world ;. for the rich Luk. 16. rg. 
man, Who was cloathed in purple and fine linnen, and fared ſumptaouſly every 23+ , 
dey,” was not excuſed from hell, and torment ; there 1s a Tophet ordained of 5 "I 
old, even for Kjngs ; mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented, if they have lfs 30. 33- 
mightily tinned, | Sap. 6. 6. 
* Even preſent encouragements of vertue in this life, The joys and com- 
forts of God's holy Spirit, the ſweet elapſes of ſpiritual conſolation in de- 
votion, the pexce of God, and delicious ſenſe of his love, the cheerfull fatis- 
faction of a good conſcience, the jo tn believing God's truth, and hoping, 
tor accompliſhment . of his promiſes, the delight in obeying God's com- 
mandments, the bleſſing of God upon good undertakings and happy ſucceſs 
therein, the co-operation of all things for good to them who love God, the ſup-Pfal. 37.5.1.3. 
ply ofall wants, and fatistaCtion of all deſires, the experimental afſurance of Rom 8 25 
God's conſtant prote&tion-:and gratious providence over thoſe who fear _ 4, oy = 
him, . and truſt in him, { according tonumberleſs declarations and promiſes 
in holy Scripture) are indifferently diſpenſed to all, who ſhall uſe the means 
to attain them, in way of conſcientious practice. Fe! 

As correſpondently the temporal diſcouragements from fin ( croſſes, dif- Pg. 11. 6. 
appointments, vexations, miſeries ) are without exception allotted to all J3 '9- 32-10- 
tranſgreſſours of God's law, according to many denunciations therein, rrags..cyregy 

4. The impartiality of God doth appear from his 
univerſal providence, carefully watching over all and = Bows omnipotens ita curat univerſo; tan- 
every perſon, diſpenſing good things to each, accor- =—agh WS Cangaren ere 
ding to his need, without diſtinQtion. 

Is any man in extreme want, his liberal hand preſently doth reack forth 
a ſupply ; for He ſatisfieth the longing ſoul, and filleth the hangry ſoul with il. 107. 9. 
goodneſs ; He openeth his hand, and ſatufieth the defire of every living thing, ys 1095-45 
Is any man indifſtreſs ? the Lord is ready to afford relief ; according to 
that repeated burthen of the-107:h Pſalm,7 hen they cry unto the Lord: in their Pal; 107. g, 
trouble, and he ſaveth them out of their diſtreſſes? | | bog 

Is any man engaged in fin and guilt? He is patient and long-ſuffering ; ,,5. = 
not powring forth his anger, not with-holding his mercies ; letting his 147. 5—- 
Sun ariſe, and his ſhoures deſcend upon the moſt unworthy and ingrate- FM}: 193 3- 
ul}; this he doth ſo generally, that commonly by apparent events it is 18. 38. ” 
not calily diſcernible, rowhom God beareth ſpecial favour ; according to 
that obſervation of the Preacher, No man knoweth either love or hatred by x46, 0 1.1. 
all that is before them ; all things coming alike to all. How then can any 
man complain of partiality in him, who exerciſeth ſo unconfined bounty, 
clemency and patience ? 

. If there be any conſiderable difference, it is onely this, that God hath el. 46. t47. 
apcculiar care of the poor, the afflited, the oppreſſed, the helpleſs and '*: '45:9- 
B 


bu , 18, 
b 2 diſcon- i? 


— ————— 
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Is. 25-4 diſconſolate, who do moſt need (andRhenee are moſt induced to ſeek ). 
his ſuccour and comfort ; being alſo commonly better qualified to receive 
them; as is frequently declared in Scripture. I 
Ttis true, that God hath his particular friends, his favourites, his pri. 
vados, whom he doth ſpecially regard and countenance ; upon whom he - 
conferreth extraordinary boons and graces ; namely thoſe who do loye, 
who do fear, who do truſt in, who do honour him, who do obey him 
Rom. 2. 238. concerning whom it is faid, We know that all things work together for good 
Pſal. 145: ?*: to them that love God; and The Lord preſerveth all thoſe that love him . 
Fra. Be 9. There is no want to them that fear him ; He will fulfill the deſire of them that 
Pfal. 145+ "19: fear him, he alſo will hear their cry, and will ſave them: The Lord redeem. 
Flat 34?” "oth the ſoul of his ſervants, and none of them that truſt in him, ſhall be deſy. 


x Sams 2: 30. late : Them that honour me, T will howour : The Lord loveth the righteous . 
Plal. 146-8. \ ; ; . 
bry + wy The Eyes of the Lord are upon the righteons, and his ears are open unto their 


Joha 15. 14+ cry ; Te are my friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you : 


But evidently there is no partiality in this ; for he doth not favour them 
irreſpeQively as perſons, but as in juſtice ſpecially qualified for favour; 
friendſhip, dutifulneſs, reverencetoward him being the higheſt vertues,and 
arguing a mind endewed with diſpoſitions ( with equity, with ingenuity, 
with gratitude, with ſober wiſdom, with love of truth and goodneſs) 
which demand a correſpondence of love and reſpe& from God himſelf. And 
as we donot holda man partial, who beareth a ſpecialaffeCtion and regard 
to thoſe, who expreſs good-will, who deal kindly and fairly with them, 
who ſerve them faithfully, and pay them due reſpett ; ſo neither is God 

partial, if he doth ſpecially bleſs good men upon the like accounts. 
Eſpecially conſidering, that God doth not {ſo favour mere giwor_ 
who profeſs to love and honour him, but do not love true goodneſs; 
_ Matt. 7. 22 fond, ſuperſtitious, hypocritical people, who call Lord,: Lord, but-pra- 
——FR*Y Qiſe iniquity ; who think to pleaſe him by  afteQted ſervices; who court 


Matt. 15. 9+ and flatter him with their lips; who would bribe him with their gifts and 
Col. 2. 22. {acrifices. | 
Matte 1 L 8 


5. All Chriſtians, without diſtinQion, have the fame illuſtrious relati- 

ons, and honourable privileges, the moſt great and glorious that canbe 
imagined. | 

(Col. 3. 11+), Of what greater honour is a man capable, than to be adopted into the 

1 Cor. 12.13: bloud-royal of heaven, to be called; to be the Sons of God ? Te are all the 

Gal es Sons of God, by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. God ſent forth his Son, born of « 


4.5. Woman, that he might redeem w-—and, that we might receive the adoption 
Rom. 8. 10. ; 


of Sons. 


1, , 0m mals ewly* Behold (faith St. John ) what love the Father 
200 1.12. hath given us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God, This is a web 
Gal. 4 which God hath given, which Chriſt hath purchaſed for us all. And who+ 

ſoever received him, he gave them i&v0iay Gunku, (this power, this privi- 
lege, this advantage) that they ſhould become the Sons of God. x 
To what higher dignity can any one pretend, than to be heir of a King- 
dom? by the moſt infallible aſſurance that can be.; by covenant, by pro- 
Rom. 8. 17. Miſe of God ; ſuchare all good Chriſtians, God's children ; for if ſors, ther 
Gal. 4.7. heirs (faith the Apoſtle) heirs of God, co-heirs with Chriſt : Heirs of God's 
Hb AY Kingdom ; for, Hearken ( ſaith St. James) my beloved brethren, Hath not 
Jam. 2. 5, (God choſen; the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the King dom, which 
he hath-promiſed to them that love him, 
Matt. 25. 34. Toþ2rit the Kingdom prepared for you. 


Luke 12. 32+ Fear uot, little flock, it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you a Ring- 


; 7 
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 ] appoint unto you 4 Kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me. 22.29. 
- To what higher pitch can the moſt ambitious ſoul afpire, than to be a 
King ? | 


an ; partakers, not of a carnal, anearthly, a remporal Kingdom ( which is 5. 10. 
I. Q, 
2 Tim. 4+ 3. 
"$8 . ? : tTuegrtO, 
dom, which cannot be ſhaken ; which hath continual reſt, peace, joy. 2 Pet. "a 
| ; ator. 
Heb. 12. 58. 


— tranſlated into the Kjngdom of his own dear Son. ardacy ©. 


To be the brethren of Chriſt ; who is the Sovereign Lord of Glory, King ER "_ 
of King's, and Lord of Lords, | wes Fs 
Is it not a conſiderable honour to be the friends ofour Lord ? fo is ever 


poor ſoul, which hath the conſcience to ſerve him faithfully ; for, Te areJobn 15: 14: 


my friends if ye ao whatſoever I commana you. | 
All are Citizens, free denizens, of the heavenly Commonwealth ; ovje- Phil. 3. 20. 
, TR | Pf Heb. 13. 20. 
mUAITH Th nd 4 AO E LM : 12, 22, 
6. All men areliable to: the ſame judgment, .at the ſame tribunal, before Eph. 2: 19. 
that one impartial, inflexible Judge, who cannot be corrupted with pifts, Deut. 10. 7. 
or dazled with ſhews, or moved by any ſiniſter regards. ( Col. 3.25.) 
ATl perſons rhuſt ſtand before that Bar upon equal ground ; without any 
advantage ; according to that repreſentation of St. John; 1 ſaw the dead, Apoc. 20. 12. 


ſmall and preat, ſtand before God, and the books were opened -<-- and the deail 


were judoed out of thoſe things which werewritten in the books, according to their 
works, ey | | 
| The greateſt Monarchs, the mightieſt Potentates, the moſt redoubta- 

ble Warriours, and ſucceſsfull Conquerours ( the man, who'made theearth If. 144 16, 17. 
to tremble, that did ſhake Kjngdoms, , ) that made the world as a wilderneſs, 
and deſtroyed thecities thereof ;, who affetted to aſcend into heaven, and to ex- v. 13, 14- 
alt his throne above the ſtars of God, to aſcend above the heights of the clouds, and ©" i1.) 
fo be like the moſt high. SN; 
| There ſhall they ſtand bare and deveſted of all their phantaſtry ; their 
{plendid pomp, their numerous retinue, their guards, their paraſites; 

No conſideration there will behad of their windy titles, of their gay at- 
tire, and glittering pomp. | | " 

No reſpe& will be had to the dread of their name, to the fame of their 
proweſs ; to that ſpurious glory, for which they unſetled mankind, 'and 
overturned the world ; their Actions will be ſtriftly ſcann'd, according to 


the rulesof God's law, and common equity. 


They will beputto anfwer for all the violences and outrages; for all the 
ſpoils and rapines, forall the bloud and ſlaughters, for alt the ruines, deva- 
{tations and deſolations their cruel ambition hath cauſed ; for all the fins 
they have committed, and all the miſchiefs they havedone. Fo 

They who now have ſo many flatterers and adorers, will not then find 
one advocate to plead for them. ” 

"Thus it may appear that God is impartial. | h 

But there are divers obvious exceptions againft this doArine. As, 

; WY. L. Is ir not apparent that the gifts of God are diſtributed with gteat 
inequality ! | | 

' Doth not oneſwim in wealth and plenty, while another coucheth ynder 
the burthen of extreme want and penury ? | | 

Are nor ſome perched aloft in high dignity, while others crawl upan the 
ground, and grovel in deſpicable meannefs ? _ fail | 


Are 


— 


274 No reſpect of Perſons with God. Vol. HL. 
Luke 16, 19, Are not ſome clothed with purple and fine linen, and fa 
20, — day.; while others ſcarce find rags. to cover them, and /ze a 
for relief ? | 
Do not ſame: thrive and proſper in their affairs, while others are diſap- 
pointed and croſſed. in their undertakings? |,  _ ys 
Plat: 17. 10, Was!it not. truly obſerved of Tome. perſons (and thaſe leaſt deſeryi 


re delict a a 
(4 Fc201U ty ever 
t the door begging 


'' 73:7- good:fortune) They, are incloſed in their own fat--. Their eyes ſtand out with 

) Rs F; atneſs, they have pore than {my could wiſh ? | 
jr. 12.7-". And whencedoth this difference come, but from God's hand ; who ( as 
Hb. ” t the Apoſtle asketh) maketh thee to differ trom another, but God, the diſpo- 
0 ferofall things? +, > als 5; 


k # 


To this exception I anſwer : 


Rom. 8. 18. .,--1-. That temporal things are {o inconſiderable, that they ſcarce deſerve 
AoyCouzs to came into the balance, or to be computed; for they have but the fame 
; "1p * proportion to ſpiritual things, as time hath to eternity ; or a finite toan 
- 2 Cor. 4 17: 1nfinite:;; which 1s noneat al. | 
O87 'What partiality therefore is there, if Godin mercy and patience beſtow 
Cake 6. 24. -, 00-bad men a farthing in the temporal cox/olarions of this life ( if the uni- 
cr 1525: verfal Father givea ſmall portion in thi "fe to untoward children) while 
«yr 7+. .hereſerveth infinite millions for his obedient children ? | 
2+. The goods of fortune commonly are diſpenſed not by a ſpecial hand 
of God, but according to the general courſe of providence : And what 
Fartulty is heguilty of, who ſcattereth money into a crowd of poor peo- 
ple; although in ſcrambling ſome get more than other ; and often the 
worſt (being moſt bold and fierce) do get molt ? | 
3+, Indeed pe Fearing thoſe gifts, 1s no fign of God's ſpecial regard ; 
Ecdleſ, 9. 1, 2.85. the Preacher well obſerved ; No man knoweth either love or hatred by al 
| that is before them; All things come alike to all, there is one event to the righ- 
reps and to the wicked. x 
\. 4., God ( as St, Auſtin ſaith ) purpoſely doth ſparingly deal theſe things 
to good men, and freely beſtoweth them on bad men, to ſhew how little 
we:ought to valuethem ; how much inferiour they are to ſpiritual goods. 


For ſurely he would give the beſt things to his iriends, and the worſtto 


his enemies. 


_ 5. Eventemporal gifts are diſpenſed with a very even hand; for, ifbar- 
_ ring 1njudicious fancie and vulgar opinion, werightly prize things, we 


compare the conveniences and inconveniences of each ſtate, it will be hard. 


to judge which hath the advantage. 


Wealth hath more advantages tor pleaſure ; but it hath alſo more cares, 
more fears, more croſſes, more dangers, more troubles, more temptations. 
© Tt hath more plenty, but withal! it hath leſs ſafety, leſs caſe, leſs liberty, 
leſs quiet, leſs real enjoyment. | 

Set the diſtraCtion of the rich-man's mind againſt the toil of the pooreſt 
ONES HOO ; the nauſeous ſurfeits ofone againſt the griping hunger of the 
ether. : 

That whichreally doth conftitutea ſtate happy, content, may be common 
to both, or wanting toeither, as the perſon is diſpoſed. 
...6. "Th goods of fortune are not purely gifts, but talents depoſited in 
truſt for God's ſervice, for which a proportionable return is expe&ed ; fo 


that he that hath leſs of them, hatha leſs burthen to bear, .and an eaſier ac- 
count to render, . 


. 7. Many gifts are not diſpenſed with perſonal regard, but for publick - 


good ; and therefore all havean intereſt in them, 


The 


Serm. XXXVIIL No reſpet of Perſons with God, TR 37% 


The wealth, the power, the reputation, the proſperity of a Prince, of 
2 Nobleman, ofaGentlemanare not his, but his neighbours ; for govern- 
ing, for proteCting, for encouraging, for aſſiſting whom they are conferred; 
the world not being able to ſubſiſt in orderand peace without fubordinate 
ranks, and without an{werable means to maintain them. | 

Obj. 2. Itis apparent, that God diſpenſeth his grace, the light of know- Luke r. 69. 
ledge, and means of ſalvation very unequally ; ſome Nations living in pit 416: 
the clear ſunſhine of the Goſpel, while others fr in darkneſs and the ſha- Tl 
dow of death ; whole Nations being detained in barbarous and brutiſh ig- Tit 3: 3- 
ROrance. WY ah ht 

To anſwer this exception fully, would require much diſcourſe; it being 
a darkand difficult point; but briefly we may fay : 

1. That God diſpenſeth meaſures of grace, according to a juſt yet in- 

{crutable wifedom, knowing what uſe will we made thereof, and what fruit 
men, will bear : It may therefore be a favour not to diſpenſe light to them, 
whoarenot prepared toembrace and improve it well. 

2. No man can tell what God doeth in preparation, and what obſtru- 
tions are made by. men to his grace. 

3. As lower means of grace are conferred, ſo proportionably leſs returns 
are expected. oe 
4. How hard ſoever it may beto deſcry the reaſon of God's proceedings 
in this caſe, yet afſuredly it 1s juſt, and our ignorance of ir, ſhould not pre-. 
judice the belief of thoſe general truths, which are ſo plainly declared, con- 
cerning the univerſal benignity, and impartial equity of God. 

Obj. 3. Is it not in holy Scripture ſometimes afferted, that God dothatt 
arbitrariouſly, and abſolutely ; difpenfing his bounty and mercy, without 
regard to any quality in men, or deedcommitted by them, either in whole, 
or in proportion. ---God faith, Twill have mercy on whom 1 will have mercy--- Rom. g. 15. 
and, Is it not lawfull for me to do what I will with mine own? 

Is not a plain inftance of this dealing alledged by Sr. Paz! concertiing 
Jacob and Eſau, that before the children were born, or had done either good or Rom. g. 13 
evil, God ſaid, the elder ſhall ſerve the younger ; and in regard thereto (in 
the Prophet ) Jacob have T loved, bat ym wh T hated. 

We anſwer briefly,. that 

Such expreſſions do import, not that God aQtcth abſolutely in the thing 
it ſelf, but quoad zos; not that he aCteth without reaſon, but upon reaſons 
(tranſcending our capacity, or our means to know it) incomprehenſible g,,.. ;.. 
or undi{cernible to us ; not that he can giveno account, bur is not obliged 
to renderany to us: that the methods of his Horns commonly are in- 
{crutable ; that his airs are not fubject to our examination and cen- 
fore; that his atting doth ſufficiently authorize and juſtifie it felf; that ig Rom» 9: 20- 
high preſumption and arrogance for us to ſcan, fift, or conteſt, or cavil at 
the equity or wiſdom of God's aCting, 

That God doth not a according to neceſſity, but is free in diſpenſing 
his mercy, and applying it to any perſon, ſo that they have nothing to 
challenge upon account of their own deferts or works; but muſt refer all 
to his mere bounty. | 

However there can be _— in theſe myſteries of predeſtination and 
providence, which really doth ſubvert an afferrion ſo often clearly expreſ- 
ſed, and ſo well grounded in reafon, or the confideration of God*s nature, 
attributes, ordinary way of afting, &c. * 

Whatever expreflions are repugnant thereto in found, whateverinſtances 
(depending on occulecauſes) in appearance do croſs it ; it yet muſt ftand, 
that God is impartially merciful}, benign, juſt, &c. - os 

IG 


Matt. 20. I$- 


33+ 
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fog 49-145.) O5j. 4. Had not Jeremy, St. John Baptiſt, St. Paul abſolute favours and 


er, 1, $. 


races conferred on them, who were janified, and ſeparated from t 

Gr. þ Som to be Prophets and Apoſtles? _ | a 

; Reſp. Theſe favours wereindeſign not ſo much particular, and perſonal. 

» I, . : =_—_ . 9 

- Luke 1. 16. as general and publick ; thoſe perſons being raiſed up by God upon occa> 

Atts $'5 fionsas needfull inftruments ( ele& veſſels ) of his providence, to inſtru 

7 men, and to reduce them to God; ſo that God in raiſing up ſuch extraor- 

nary perſons, did expreſs his common goodneſs to mankind, 

The like may be faid of that ſpecial favour which was vouchſafed to the 

xa7gs x+ya- holy Virgin, who was xeqagruurrn and bleſſed among women, for the ge. 
e705 neral good of mankind. 


Luke 12% The conſideration of this Point is very uſefull, and may diſpoſe us to 
many ſorts of good practice. NT 

1. No man ſhould preſume upon God's dealing with him more favoy. 
rably than with others ; as if he were a darling, or favourite; that God 
will indulge him in the commiſſion of any thing prohibited, or in omiſſ- 
on of any duty. | 

No man ſhould indulge himſelf in any thing, upon a conceit that God 
rg him ; or overſee ---- and that in this ſenſe, He ſeeth not iniquity 
#33 TJACOD, 

No man ſhould be puffed up with conceit, that God hath a ſingular re- 
eard tohim. For all ſuch conceits are groundleſs and vain; in them men 
do miſerably delude themſelves. | 

No man can otherwiſe found any aſſurance of God's ſpecial love to him, 

1 Jok-3.19.21. than upon a good conſcience; teſtifying, that he doth ſincerely love God, 
- and endeavour faithfully to obey his commandments. 

3. No man ſhould deſpair of God's favour ; ſeeing God hath no parti- 
cular averſation from any; but every perſon hath the ſame grounds of 
hope... | | 

If yo can buckle our hearts to obſerve our duty, we may be ſure tobe 
accepted. | 

Gen. 4. 7. Tf thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? | | 

4. No man ſhould be diſcouraged for his condition, or fertune. Since in 

allotting it to him God had no disfavour, nor did intend him ill. 
| God hath no leſs regard to him, than to perſons of the moſt high, weal- 
thy, proſperous ſtate. | | 

5. No iman ſhould repine, murmur or complain of God's dealing, as if 
he were unkindly uſed, more than others. For there is no ſuch thing, 
God dealeth alike kindly with-all. 

6. No man, upon accompt of his rank, wealth, or worldly advants- 
ges ſhould boaſt or pride himſelf; ſeeing thence he partaketh no more, 
aw, his meaneſt, and pooreſt neighbour, of the principal advantage, God's 

avour. 

I 7. No man, upon ſuch accompts, ſhould deſpiſe his neighbour, the bro- 
*O Temevis. ther of low degree : for upon theſe accompts it appeareth, that the Wiſeman 
Prov, 11. 12, faith truly, that He i void of wiſedom, who deſpiſeth his neighbour ; ſeeing no 
14 21 Man canbe deſpicable, whom God regardeth ; ſecing God { as Elihu ſaith) 
ob 36. 5. i mighty, and deſpiſeth not azy; ſeeing the meaneſt perſon ſtandeth on equal 

Jam. 2.6.) terms with the greateſt in the eye of God. OE 
faris $- Great men ſhould not take themſelves for another ſort of creatures, 
Germ J2'i! or another race of menthantheir poor neighbours; that the world is theus, 
vacevis, Luc and all things are forthem ; that they may do what they pleaſe; thatthey 
—. are exempted from laws, which oblige others; for in moral and ſpiritual 
accompts they are upon a level with others: They 


* 4a # -* wy 


379. 


Ser: KXXVIIL No reſpect of Petfors with Gad. 

They are but fellow-ſubjefts, arid fellow-ſervants with others ; all ac- 
comptable to the ſame Maſter: Ws | 
- 9, Superiours hente ſhould be moved to deal fa hy, Petitly, ard conrte- 
cally with inferiours ; ſeeing theſe are their fellow-ſervants ; equally cori- 
ſiderable as thetnſelves with the great Maſter of the Family: 

This is the uſe to which St. Paz! applieth the conſideration ; 

Maſters give ants your ſervants that which # juſt and eqaal, knowing that cg, ,. .; 
ye have a Maſter in Heavens--- Ye Maſters dd the ſame things anto then, ( that 5. ult, 
is, be conſcientiouſly good to them, as they faithfull to you ) forbearing .. , . 
threatnitig ; knowing that your Maſter alſo # i hetven, neither is there reſpett EEE 
of perſons with him. | | | | 
* 10. This conſideration ſhould preſerve us from ſuperſtition; ot thitik- 
ing to pleaſe or fatisfie God, win his favour; or appeaſe his diſpleaſure, by 
uncouth ways, which he hath not preſcribed to all mefi; to cortupt = 


by our ſacrifices aridoblations ; our flatteries, £102ings, collogueings wit! 
him; fo that he will indulge us in any bad thing, or excuſe us from our 
true duty, in regard to thoſe affeRed ſervices. 

We do herein but abuſeour ſelves ; for he will niot apptove or acceptus 
upon any other accompt, than of diſcharging ur duty, being truly righ- cn . — 
| teous and good, | Mic. 6. 7, 8. 

x1. Tt is matter of comfort and fatisfaQtion to a man, who' is conſcious 
of his ſincerity, that- (whatever his condition and circamftances be) that 
God will _ a fair Fogars thereto, and will or Pet him. 

It was fo to Job ; Doth not God ſet ty ways, andtount all my fteps-- Let he : 
be weighed in rd] balance, thitt Ea may know ny freer ; : "Tak ale 
. 12. The conſideration of rhis Point ſhould keep us'frony partial reſpeQs 

Not to admire the ſtate of great men,- nor to yield\them' undue deferen- 
ces ( in prejudice to meaner perſons, making greater difference than there 
is ground for) notto flatter, or humour them in an immoderate meaſure, 
or unbeſeeming manner. = 

This is that which St. James doth urge in his 2d Chapter ; as a very Un gy gy oe 
equal thing. mee} 8I\vbs. 

We ſhould imitate God; we ſhouldconſider that our opinions and af- Mate 22+ 16. 
fections ſhould reſemble his. , | WATTS _—_— 

As in exteridur-judgzmetit no reſpe&t is t6 be hadtothk richabdve the Jude. 
poor ; ſoneither intheinteriour judgment or eſteem ofour mind ; to which _ Age 
St.. James ſeemeth toapply the law ; If ye have reſpect to perſons, ye commit _ 
ſin, and are convinced of the law as tranſgreſſours, STII; oÞ.4 woe he 

; 13. This ſhould keep'us from enyying at'thoſe whohavt miore worldly Ts ap 
advantages. 

I4. Ic ſhould keep us from being offended, or {candalized, orperverted 
intofalſe notions of God,- upon occaſion of any myſterious points, or hard 
expreſſions importing abſolute and arbitrary proceedings of God, in pre- 
deſtination or providence. For however "they are to be underſtood, they 
cannot derogate from the impartial goodnels and juſtice of God. 

I5. This conlideration ſhould engage us, readuly. gopagOue reſpeQ and 
' reverence to Princes, to-Magiltrates, to all our Superiours, . 

For hence we ſee, that the reaſon why we are commanded to honour 
and fearthem is, not their worldly grandeur of, wealth or power, ( things 
of ſmall conſiderationi with God”) but'it {tandeth on a 'morefolid + os 
their ſacred relations to God, as his repreſentatives ati " officers \ who in 
his natne and behalf d6 adminiſter Juſtice; and protetTightand innocence, 
encourage vertue, maintain order ani peace in thewortd.” Es 

Ccc Though 


Jam. 2. I, 9. 
Prov. 28. 21 
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_.. Though God doth not favour their perſons as rich and mighty: ; yet ho 
regardeth his own charaCter imprinted on them, he regardeth his honour 
and intereſt concerned in their reſpect, he regardeth the publick good of 
mankind, which they are conſtituted to promote. He conſiders them 
as the Miniſters of his Kiogdows, and inſtruments of conveying his benefirs 
to mankind. Ts 
Whence he giveth ſalvation to Kjngs, he by his law, and by his provi. 
dence doth guard and ſecure them from violence, from contempt, from 
diſreſpeQ. 
' In hononring them, we honour the authority of God ; and the char. 
Qer of Divinity ſtamped on them; we ſerve our ſelves, for whoſe fake 
Rom. 14. 4. FhEy areconſtituted, for whoſe good they watch. h 
Eic &5a9%v. . . It may alſo engage us the more gladly and fully to yield them theix 
due reſpe&, to conſider, that their condition is not invidious ; or theircaſe 
better than other mens; ſeeing they are accomptable to God for the ad. 
vantages of it ; ſeeing that God hath no regard to them upon accompt of 
. that greatneſs which. dazleth our eyes : ſeeing that for all the burthens 
they fiſtain, for all the cares they take, for all the pains they endure, for 
our good and publick ſervice, they can receive ſo inconſiderable a recom 
pence from us, | 
Finally, +; ; I 

It ſhould engage us to be very carefull of our ways, and diligent in our 
obedience ; ſeeing there is no'other way poſſible of pleaſing God, of gains 
ing his favour and friendſhip, of appeaſing his diſpleaſure, of ſtandingup- 
right, and cm off well in his judgment ; this is St. Peter's inference, 
with which I conclude. | Opt 8 | 
i Pet. 1.179. Tf Je call on the Father, who without reſpect of perſons judgeth according to 

: every may's work, paſs the time of your ſojourning here in fear. 


——_—_ 


| Sermon XXXIX. 


The Doarine of Univerſal R edemption aflerted 


and explaind. 


| 1 Tim. IV. 10. | 
TO RERn === T he __ God ; who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially of 
AGv ov |wv, ug thoſe that believe. 
FT] Yavuals- | : : 
| eek _ WHERE are two Points of DoQtrine here plainly afferted by Saint 
Tdlv]ev wiey- | Paul, which I ſhall endeavour to explain, and to apply : On, 
Jos.” Nez. © 


4 that God is the Saviour of all men ; aporher, that he is peculiarly 
rar,26, Che Saviour ofthe faithfull, For the fri, hy 
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i» God'in many. reſpe&s may truly be conceived and called the Saviour 
i all-men ; for the word /ave doth in a large acception denote the confer- 
riog any kind" of good : as implying a removal of need, or indigence. 
Whence God 'is the Saviour of all men as the univerſal preſerver and up-Pal. 36. 6. 
older of all things in their being and natural ſtate,asitis in the P/a/m: Thou, 2d Tranfl. 
Lord, ſaveſt man and beaſt, or, as the general benefaQtour, who is good to 9 rip cape 
all,” and whoſe mercies are over all his works ; who maketh his Syn to riſe up- Ge. © 
0 the'good and bad, rains upon the juſt and unjuſt, « kind and benign even Mal. 145. 9. 
fo the ingratefull and evil : or, as the common affiſtent, protefour, and Luke 5. _ 
deliverer of all men who in need or diſtreſs have recourſe unto him for 
ſuccour- and relief,” according to what is {aid in the Pſalms; The Lord # pra. g. g. 
s refupe for the oppreſſed, 4 refuge in times of trouble : The Lord i nigh unto 145-18. 
all them that call upon him. They cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 4* 7 4s 
ed them out of their diſtreſſes. _ v Bak | £ 68, 4 wy 
In theſe kinds'of ſenſes eſpecially reſpeCting natural and temporal good, 
itis manifeſt that Goa i the Saviour of all men. But that he is in this place 
termed ſueh ina higher ſenſe, with regard to mercies and bleſſings of a 
| more excellent kind, and greater conſequence. ( to mercies and bleffings of 
aſpiritual nature, and relating to theeternal ſtate of men ) may from leve- 
ral conſiderations appear. DET 1 ore OT Rg ON +38 
x. For that according to Apoſtolical uſe the-word Saviour, ſave, ſalva- 
tio, are wont to bear an Evangelical ſenſe, relating to the benefits by our 
Lord Feſus Chri#+ procured, ' purchaſed,” and diſpenſed; concerninig the 
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future ſtate of men. 
- 2, For that.queſtionleſs St. Paul doth here intend God'to be Saviewr of 
the faithfull in this higher ſenfe, and conſequently he means him in the 
fame'ſenſe (although not in the ſame degree and meaſure, or not altoge- 
ther to the ſameeffetts and purpoſes) 'a Savioar of all men. bg 
+3. Becaule *tis- plain that in other places: of Scripture,” like and parallel 
to this, ſuch a ſenſe is deſigned. As, where in this EZ dy we are 
_ enjoyned ?o pray for all men, for this reaſon; For (fſeith'St. wal ) THE Bf ops 
= WW; | PPT ; , 24 4+ * 
good and acceptuble before God our Saviour, who would have all men to be ſas © 1 8 
ved ,. and to come to the knowledge ( or acknowledgment) of the 'trith ; 
where co7ip #1.5r, the Saviour of us, ſeems to denote the Saviour of ws + . 
as we (that interpretation beſt ſuting with the argument'St. Pal tſeth) * > 7 + 
however it is expreſſed that God is, according to deſire or intention, the - - + 
Saviour of all men, in reference to their ſpiritual ad eternal advantage | + i, 
as willing that all men ſhould embrace the Goſpel ;. whick is farther” moſt -: 
evidently confirmed by the words immediately following : * For there ts one 
God; and one Mediatour between God and man,” the man Ch f Tels OR) 
| 4. Becauſe. according to the tenour of Scriprure,%and'the! analogy of 
Chrittiando&rine, St. Paul's aſſertion thus interpreteq'is'*true, as*our ſub- 
ſequent diſcourſe may declare,” ' {© bb Brown Points,” rate a 
\<5:.T mightadd, that the living God in our Text may very. welt;be 'un- 7; 
derſtood and expounded to beour Lord.Jeſas himfelf;; not'onely asparta- OO 
king of the divine nature, butas exhibited in the Gf; F'the word incar- 2 Tim. 1. 9. 
 natez- who as ſuch may ſeem-commontly by St. Paul to*be Rtyled,*God our FS: 19, 7Þs 
Seviour ; God manifeſted" 'in'the fleſb ; -God,; that purchafsy the Church with i Ti 5,3. 
his own. bloud;; Chriſt, who. ig God: over "all, bleſſed for &92Ymore. However A8s 20. 28. 
it from the premiſſes is ſufficiently apparent, that Goff being rhe Saviour O95 
"all men-doth relate unto our Savtour Feftw- his undertakings bd ab 


rmances for the falvation of all men';i'fince God'"'j vangelical 
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is-no otherwiſe-faid to ſave, than in'conttrience wit eſis dd un- 
dertake and perform; thanias\defigning4 ordering, a o- profecutmsg, 
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1 John 4. 14. 
John 1. 10. 
"John 3. 17. 

12, 47. 
John 5. 22. 
AQts to. 42. 


17.31. 
Rom. 14.10. 
2 Cor. 5. 10» 
John 6. 52. 
John 7. 29. 


2 Cor, 5. 19. 
Coloſl. L. 20. 


1 John 2. 2. 


1 John 5. 19+ 


Epheſ. 1, 6: 


Matt. x3, 11s 


and accompliſhing our Lord's performances ; Jeſus being the conduit 
through which all Evangelical Mercies and Bleſſings are fromGod convey'q 
and diſpens'd to Mankind. So that God being the Saviour of Mankind, is 
either direQly and immediately,or by equivalence and in conſequence the 
ſame with Jeſ#s being the Saviour of all men, 

That our Lord Jeſus is the Saviour of all men ; or that the moſt ſignal of 
his ſaving performances do 1n their nature and their deſign reſpe& allmen 
as meant for, as conducing and tending to all mens Salvation, yea and as 
in their own nature ({uppoſing, mens due and poſlible concurrence with 
them) effeCtually productive of their Salvation ; that I ſay this ancient C4. 
tholick point of DoEtrine (the which we profeſs to believe, when with 
the Church we fay in the Nzcene Creed----Who for us men,and for our ſalva. 
tion came down from heaven, and the. which particularly our Church in it's 
Catechiſm, in the miniſtration of Baptiſm, and in the Communion, doth 
moſt evidently and exprelly declare it ſelf to embrace) is very true, many 
full and clear teſtimonies of Scripture do ſhew, many reaſons grounded on 
Scripture do prove; the which we ſhall firſt touch, and then fazther both 
illuſtrate'and enforce the truth, by declaring upon what accompts, or in 
what reſpeCts our Lord is the Saviour of all men; as alſo by an applica. 
tion to.praQtice, declarative of its uſefulneſs and ſubſerviency to the pur- 
poſes of piety. For immediate teſtimonies: : 

I. Jeſs is called the Saviour of the World ; who was ſent and came 
into the World to fave the World ; whoſe chief. performances were de- 
ſigned and direCted to the Salvation of the World ; We have heard and knows 
iid the men of Samaria) that this is truly the Saviour of the World, the 
Chri#f, We have ſeen and teſtified (faith St. John) that the father ſent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the World (that World, of which it is ſaid : He warin 
the World, and the World was made by him, and the World knew him not.) &nd; 
God ſent his Son into the World, not to judge (or not to condemn) the World, 
but that the World by him ſhould be ſaved (that World, whereof a great 
part he in effe&t would both judge and condemn for unbelief and diſobe- 
dience, he did come primarily upon intent to ſave.) And, The bread which 
I ſhall give, i (faith he) my fleſp, which I will give for the life of the World: 
And, Behold (faid the Bapti#) the Lamb of Godywhich taketh away the ſiys of 
the World.. And, God was in Chriit reconciling the World unto himſelf, not 
imputing their offences (faith St. Paul) to the World, which otherwiſe he ex- 
prefſeth by Te =«rT«, by him to reconcile all things unto om : ) And, He 
is 4 fro 1pzation ot onely for our ſins, but for the ſins of the whole World, (the 
whole World, 1n contradiction from afl Chriſtians, to whom S. John ſpeak- 
eth in that. place of his Catholick Epiſtle; that xiou@ 3a@+ of which he 
faith in that ſame Epiſtle, «iguS 3a@ wu m moms hires, the whole World lieth 
in wickedneſs.) In all which places that the World according to its ordi- 
nary acception, (and as every Man would take it at firſt hearing) doth 
ſignifie;the whole community of Mankind, comprehending men of all 
ſorts and qualities, good and bad, Believers and Infidels, (not in a new, 
unuſual ſenſe, any. ſpecial reſtrained World of ſome perſons particularly 
regarded,or quali ) will {uppoſe, ealily appear to him,who ſhall with. 
out prejudice or partiality, attend to the common uſe thereof in Scripture, 
eſpecially in St. John, who moſt frequently applieth it as to this, fo to 
other caſes, or matters. 

2, The objeCtof our Saviour's undertakings and intentions is deſcribed 
by qualities and circumſtances agr ing unto all men. All the Sons of 
Adams are by diſabedience in a loſt condition-(loſt in errour and fin, loſt 
in guilt and condettination, laſt in trouble and mifery) and, The Son of 


* may 


, 
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man (faith He ' - cop came to ſave, 1) wmnante, that which was oF, (or 
whatever was foſt.) All men have finned, (faith St. Paul) and are falles ſhort Rom. 4+ 23. 
of the glory of God, and, *T 4 faithful ſaying (faith the fame Apoſtle) avd 1 Tim. r. 15. 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriit Jeſus came into the Woyld to ſave ſin- 

mers. God commended his love to us, that we being yet ſinners Chrift died for Rom. 5. 8. 
 #. All men naturally are weak, and wicked; are in a ſtate of alienation Epheſ.2.1,6. 
and enmity toward God:: And, Even when we were without ſtrength, it Rom. 5: 6,10. 
Aue time Chrift died for the ungodly: When me were enemies were recomn- 

cited to God by the death of his So: Chrift once ſuffered for fins, the righ- i per. 3,18. 
teous for the unrighteows, All Men have ſouls and lifes expos'd to miſery 

and ruine: And, The Son of man (fo he aſſures us) came not to deſtroy,but to Luke g. 56: 
fave the ſouls (or lives) of men, Thoſe propoſitions in form reſpeQing an 

indefinite objeCt are according to vulgar uſe equipollent to thats wherein 

the obje& is expreſſed univerſally. However, 

\ 2. They are interpreted by others, expreſſed in terms as general, ahd 
comprehenſive as can be; ſuch as theſe Texts contain : The living God, who t Tim. 4. 10. 
is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially of the faithfal (of all men univerſally, tiot 
onely of the faithful, though chiefly of them.) God our Saviour would have 1 Tim-2. 4, 5. 
all men to be ſaved; He « the mediatour of God and Men, who gave himſelf Rom. 11. 32. 
a ranſom for all men ; God hath ſhut up all men under ſin, that he mpht have 
mercy upon all, The love of Chri#t conftraineth us, judging this, that if one » Cor. 5. 15. 
died for all, then are all dead; and he died for all, that they who live may not 
live to themſelves, but to him that died for them, and roſe again. The [ovins Tit. 2. 11, 
grace of God hath appeared to all men (or the grace of God, which is ſaving Heb. 2. 9, 10s 
to all: men, hath appeared , inipdary i dew Of 1 owrnee'F Thow area.) John 1. 9. 
He taſted death <p navris, for every man. He is the true light, that enlightneth 
every man coming into the W, orla; Which propoſitions do ſufficiently de- 

renifline the extent of our Saviour's ſaving performances. 

4. Farther yer, to exclude any lirtiitation or diminution of theſe ſo ge- 
neral terms (at leaft to exclude any limitation in regard to all the members 
of the viſible Church, which are or have been incorporated thereto) it is 
expreſſed, that our: Saviowr's undertakings did reſpe&t even thoſe, whove iu, qui 
(by their own default) might loſe the benefit of them, and who in'effe&t «»foro» pro- 
ſhould not be faved. For, of thoſe falſe teachers, who introduc'd pernicious 9 
hereſies, *tis ſaid, that they denied the Lord, who bought them. And St. Paul Ambr.Plaz9. 
implies, that by a ſcandalous example 4 weak brother, Np whom Chrift died;* F* 3: 3 
being induced to (in, might be ah by And by thy knowledge ſhall the weak f © 
brother periſh, for whom Chri#t died, And, Do not (faith He again) by thy eat- Rom, 14, x5. 
ing deſtroy him, for whom Chri#t died, And, the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſig-Heb. 10. 29. 
nities concernmng 3% ara that they do trample upon the Son of God, and 
pollute the Bloud of Chri#t, by which they are ſanttified. 2. 

o The ſuppotlition thereof is the ground of Duty, and an agptayation- 

ot <1n. | 

Thus doth the Holy Scriptare in terms very dire& and expreſs declare 
this truth, indeed ſo clearly and fully, that fcarce any other point of Chiri- 
ſtian'Dottrine can alledge more ample or plain Teſtimony of Scripture for 
it; whence it is wonderful that any pretending reverence to Scripture, 
ſhould dare (upon conſequences of theit own deviſing) to queſtion it ; and 
many reaſons confirming the ſartie, may be deduced thence, | 

7. The impullive cauſe, whieh moved God to __... v.51 of Julian, 942 13re 
defion the ſending our Lord for to undertake what uno Xe5w doe $3 du77 ofrags Athan. 
he bid, is expreſſed to be philenthropy ; or love to 9: 32. _ 

Mankind : Bur (faith St. Paul} whew*the kindneſs and love of God oar Sas Tit 3. 4. 
Viour unto man appeared —— acrording to his mercy he ſaved us. So God H prAgrOee. 
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equally involved in guilt, and expoſed to ruſne ; upon. which grounds 
St. Paul inferreth, that as to God's regard of Man's ſalvation, there 1s go 
difference between Jews and Greeks; and by parity of reaſon there can be 
none between any other ſorts of perſons, antecedently to God's merciful 
Rom. 2. 11. intentions, There 55. (ſaithHe) zo reſpect of perſons wth God (as to-prepa- 
ring the capacities and means, to propounding .the terms and conditions 
of ſalvation, for about theſe he- diſcourſes) tor, 1s he (faith the'Apolile, 
Rom. 3- 29. aſſigning the reaſon of that aſſertion) rhe God of the Fews onely, and. not of 
Rom. 10. 12. the Gemwales* No : there is no difference (faith He) of Jemgand Greek, for 
there is the ſame Loyd of all, being rich (rich in mercy and bounty) anto ll 
that call upon him; that is by conſequence ſimply unto all; for St. Paul 
implies, that God therefore provided that.a]l Men ſhould have the means 
of calling upon him imparted to them ; for that, how ſhoald they call 
him without faith ; and how ſhould they believe without Preachers, and. hos 
ſhould there be Preachers, if they were zot ſent * whence he infers (againſ 


, Rom- 3.22. the Apoſtles ſhould have a Commiſſion to preach unto all... And, The t#igh- 


Sp 6.7. ?Tis true in this reſpet, what the Wiſe-max; faith, * ndrror Heriry; inci; 


hakthecs uf nh * for all:from God; ſs that no man.can complain of him; 
"TRE OO > | 2 


| _ as partial to ſome, and; deficient to others. 
© 3. We may obſerve, That the undertakings and performances of our 
Lord are.for nature and extent compared with thoſe of Adam, (who was 
Rom. 5. 14. TYw@- 7% pkvurr, 4 type of him that was to come; ) As Adam, being 2 
repreſentative. of , Mankind, did by his tranſgreſon- involve all Men in 
-ouilt, and ſubje&t. them to. condemnation; .. provoked God's wrath, and 
drew the effeCts thereof upon us; brought all Men under the ſlavery of 
ſin, and neceſſity of death ; ſa was our Lord the Proxy of Mankind, and | 
by his performances in our behalf did undoe for our advantage, what the 
former did to our. prejudice ;. by his entire. obedience SLPROn the com- 
mon guilt, ſuſpending the fatal ſentence, -pacifying God's wrath, reducin 
--..-. righteouſneſs, and reſtoring life to all that. would embrace them ; fo dot! 
Rom. 5-18. St, Paul at large (in the 5th: Chapter of_his:Epiſtle to the Romans) pro- 
pound. and proſecute the compariſog,; Ns his diſcourſe thus : There- 
fore as by the, offence of one man upon all men to condemnation, ſo by the right 
2 teouſne 
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teouſneſs of one upon all Men to juſtification of life. As guilt, wrath and 
death forementioned were the fruits of what Adam did, falling upon all ; 
ſo pardon, grace and life were (in delign) the effeAs of what our Saviour 
performed relating unto all. Yea, The ſame compariſon S. Paul ſeems 
to intimate in his 2d Epiſtle to the Corinthians, where he faith, that if one 2 Cor. 5. r5. 
died for all, then are all Men dead; that is, Chri#*s dying for all Men, im- 
plies all Men in a ſtate of condemnation and ſubjeQion to death; and that 
inference ſuppoſes the performances of the Fake and ſecond Adam to be in 
their nature and primary effetts co-extended and commenſurate, The fame 
t, Paul ſeemeth 1n expreſs terms to ſay, All men have ſinned, and are fallen Rom. 3. 23. 
ſhort (or are deſtitute) of the glory of God; being juſtified freely by his grace 
(or favorr) by the pos that is in Chriit Jeſus. (AIL men are juſtified, 
that is according to God's favourable intention and nee) Yea, the very 
reaſon, why God permitted ſin and death to prevail {o univerſally is in- 
timated to be his deſign of extending a capacity of righteouſneſs and life 
unto all; {0 St. Pazl tells us : God hath ſhut up all men under fin, that Rom. 11.32. 
he might have mercy upon all. And particularly, that by virtue of Chri#s 
' performances , death is aboliſhed, and immorrality is conferred upon all 
men, St. Paul moſt expreſly teacheth us; For (faith he) as in Adam all 1595 5: 22: 
. die, ſo in Chritt ſhall all men be made alive. | Rom. 6. 23. 
I obſerve that Proſper (an eager diſputant about Es POET 
points allied to this) ſeveral times confeſſeth that Farrar, 007. rnd xoagregd 
Chris may be moſt rightly affirmed to have been per veram nature humane ſuſceptionem,& , 
crucified for the redemption of the whole world, '9/- commence in prime tieuine onnium 
eſpecially upon two accounts, for his true ſuſception * en nag 
of humane nature, and for the common perdition of all men in the firſt 
'man; we have touchd the latter, let us add, That 
4. Our Savioar aſſuming our nature, and partaking of our Fleſh, be- 
ing made in the likeneſs of men, and found in faſhion as a man; yea en- Phil. x. 9. 
dued with the paſſions and infirmities of man's nature, expoſed to the Heb. 4. 15. 2- 
tribulations and inconveniences of man's life) did thereby allye himſelf, 61,7; 7 
and put on a fraternal relation unto all men. Foraſmuch faith the Apo- Heb 2.14, 17, 
ftle to the Hebrews, as children, (the children he means of the ſame fa- 22» 15. 
ther, or brethren ; as the tenour of his diſcourſe makes evident) are par- 
takers of fleſh and blood, he alſa himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame ; that 
is, graciouſly deſigning to become a brother to the children of men, he 
aſſumed all that was proper to man's nature. Goa, ſaith St. Paul, made 43s 17. 26. | 
a» 49, arIgoror, the whole nation or race of men, dwelling upon the face of 
of the earth, of one blood; and of that one blood our , _ "ay EIA 
Saviour was pleaſed to take part, entitling us there- Micro ne rr hee 5s 
by to a conſanguinity with him ; and it was a Title Siguor 8 n ymuken mpg F Ayu me 
of his, which bo ſcemed to affeCt and delight in, the 915 <beorin9, &c. Athan. c. Arr. 
Son of man. He being ſuch did fan&ifie our nature, "POOP Hcb. 2: 11: 
by the cloſeſt conjunEtion thereof to the divine nature, and rendring it 
more than a temple of the divinity ; he dignified it, and (as that Apoſtle Heb. 2. 7, 16 
intimateth) advanced it above the angelical nature by an alliance to God : Tim. 2. 5: 
himſelf ; he thereby not only became qualified to mediate between God 
and man, and capable to tranſact that great buſineſs of man's falvation, 
but was engaged, and in a manner obliged to do it ; for as he was a may, 
e ſurely was endued with the beſt of humane affeQions, univerſal cha- 
rity and compaſſion, which would excite him to promote the welfare of 
all; as he was 4 man, he was ſubjeft to the common law of humanity, 
which obliges to endeayour the common benefit of men. As he was 4 
brother in relation, ſo he could not, he would not be otherwiſe in affeQion ; 
” he 
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he is not to he conceived deficient it performapce of the offices ſutable 
Matt. 5. 44+ to that condition. That good-will which he requires us to bear toward 
> pak *%;. All men indifferentl good and -bad, friends and enemies, he queſtion- 
leſs did bear himſel in the higheſt degree, and to the utmoſt extent ; 
the general beneficence, which 1n his converſation and practice he did ex. 
preſs, doth ſignifie how large his deſires and intentions were in regard to 
the welfare of men; ſo that we may thence well aver with St: Ambroſe: 
Ambr. de pa- Incarpationis Dei myſterium eft univerſe ſalus creature ; The myſtery of Gog® 
"RS Incarnation doth reſpect the ſalvation of all mankind, according to his deſire 


and deſign. ' 
/ 5. We are taught that owr Lord, hath by his ſa: 


"AyJewTev auT0y wothozs 6 T4TI*&Y, ging Wi} | 
Le ire ie td oY performances acquired a riglitfu] propriety 1n, 


xed re arr airdr.g dudferady. 20d A title.ot dominion over all men VIDE; to him 


T5 Nd 7% xeiouer@: arnoinu. Ath, 1s Committed the governance and protection of all 
Orat, 3« in Art. 385. 


mankind, as the reward of what he did and ſuffered 
Apoc. 17. 14+ ARs 19. 36. \. for its ſake. He is called the Lord of all men; and 
0B. 2% Be 0 HTS the head of every man, It is {aid that all things by his 
Toke + y — 3. Father are given into his hand, and put ander his feet ; 
Heb, 2. 8.12 | that power is given him over all *h, ; that All anthe. 
John oye Fg ” +5 rity is given him in heaven and earth; all judgment is 


committed to him. Which priviledges, rights, digni- 
ties are declared to haye been procured by the virtue of his ſaving _ 
Rom. 14. 9, Mances, and purchaſed by the price of his bloud. For, To this end, ſaith 
| St. Paul, Chri# both died and roſe again, and revived, that he might be the 
Lord both of the dead and living ; (or might exerciſe Lordſhip over both 
1 Cor. 6. 20. the dead and living, iv $ rixgor & Cdrrwr xverboy) and, We are not our onn 
Heb. 2.9. (faith He again) we are bought with 4 price: And, we ſee Jeſus, for the I: 

: fering of death, crowned with glory and honour, that by the grace of God 
might taſte death for every may, (or, for the ſuffering of death, that by God's 
4s . grace he might taſte death for every man, crowned with glory and ho- 
Phil. 2-8, 9. NOUr ; for there ſeems to be ſuch a trajeQtion in the words; ) And he ns 
Apoc. 5.9.12, 0bedient anto death, even to the death of the croſs; therefore hath God exalted 
him, and given him a name above every name, Subjedtion: then and re» 
demption, as they have one ground, ſo they are implied to have the ſame 
extent ; as every one mult call Chri/t Lord, ſo. he may call him Seviow; 
therefore his Lord, becauſe his Saviour. And ſince Chriſt hath got an aw» 
thority over all men, a propriety in every man; ſince he hath undertaken 
to govern and prote& the world, he queſtionleſs as a Prince of incom- 
parable benignity and clemency, doth ſeriouſly intend and deſire the beſt 
welfare of all his People; it ſurely cannot be a ſmall benefit to the com- 
munity of men, that they are his ſuhjeQs ; the obje&ts of his Princely care, 
Clem.Strom.7+ and of his mercy. xinderou oN ovunrd/Ta Gap v, nating; x) Kveig mavrav 
P+ 505+ joey" cure wp Bar, 3x3 9 8, 3 Jv. He. taketh care of all which doth bes 
come him that is Lord of all ; for that he is indifferently the Saviour of all, faith 

Clem. Alexand. | 

| Tim. 2. 1,4. . 6. We are. commanded to pray, zatercede and give thanks (indifferently) 
'" for all men, even for Heathens and: Perſecutours; as. for the objeQs of 
God's benevolent affettion ; whom. he mould: have to be ſaved, and to come 
to the knowledge of his truth ; expreſſing our CpEny in conformity to. the 
unconfined goodneſs of God. Very good. reaſon 
Miuz 5% $47 —— # adyra; 2ha4 ow» (argues St, Chryſeſtome ) there is why we ſhould 
Bier, xr Verkp Tarren 29 ©X3% pray. for all men; for if God doth will the fal- 
iv: & 4 Yianir, Ex, Chriſoſt, * VAtiOn of all men, we in imitation, of him, ſhould 
| will the ſame; and. if we defire it, we. ſhould Pray | 

r 


bl 


——— 
WF. . 


conſtantly and carefully obſerved this precept ; ſo _ Wm lege ſupplicationis 714 omnium 


: mtg « « ſaterattum, & omnium fideliuam devotio 
the learned Writer de vocatione Gentium aſſures us: 7%, aiew renee, ue null, $65 nnd} Br 


W, hich law of ſapplicat zon, ſaith he, the devotion of all in qua hujuſmods  orationes neu celebren- 
| prieſts, and all the Fear eople doth ſo obſerve, that *'*. e popatt Chriftianis, Supplicat ergo 


nbique Eccleſia Dei non folum pro Sant#ts 
: Sh & in Chriſto. jam regeneratls, ſed etiam 
not ſolemnized by the Chriſtian people, The Church mo onnubic infdelibus, & inimicis crucis 


of God doth therefore ſupplicate not only for the Saints, Chrifity, Oe 


hr Remota ergo diſcretione, quam divins 
all Perfecutors, all. Jews, Hereticks and Schiſmaticks. ſcientia intra ſecretum juſtitie ſus conti- 


. ; uo aljde. fait that di. Tt, ſinceriſſime credendum atque profiten> 
And Pr oſper himſelf Setting | ft 6: th he, : Tn AT velle, ut omnes panda oh 
v4 : ant ; fiquidem Apoſtoltus, cujus ifta ſenten- 
the ſecret of his Juſtice, Þ 1S moſt ſincer ely to be believed tia eff, alicttiſſime precipit quod in onmni- 


and profeſſed, that God wills that all men ſhall be ſaved ; anF=ng, 6k 1 49h ger, & Dee ors 
fa , oe ſentence that is, doth moſt ſolici« PO TC RO Ot Og Es 
touſly injoyn, that which is in all the Churches moſt pi- | LE 
ouſly obſerued that God ſhould be implored for all mes, So doth he atteſt the 


I Tim. OY 


Eos i aorta 


— 
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what is poſſible to him ( this may. be ſuppoſed, for what is poſſible to a 

man he may do, what is poſſible is poſſible ) in order to his falvation 

he notwithſtanding ſhould be incapable of any mercy, favour or accep. 

Rom. 1:. 32.tance, But, beſide that it js expreſly ſaid, that God did ſhut up all mes un. 
EY oy der ſin, that he might have mercy upon all; and that we are plainly enough 
informed, that our Lord did reverſe the firſt fatal ſentence, and hath as 

the mediatour between God and Man evacuared all former covenants 

cb.8.:, by eſtabliſhing a new one [ for it any former covenant had been good, there 
had been no place ſought for a new one, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews dif. 

courſeth ) beſides theſe: conſiderations, I ſay, and beſide that ſuch ſ\uppo« 

_ fitionsdo not well ſute to the nature of God, and do not well conſt 

with the tenour of his providence; God poſitively aud vehemently dif. 

AQ 17. 30. claimeth this rigour of proceeding; he both under Law and Goſpel -de. 
Ezek. 138. Clares "himſelf ready to admit any man's repentance ; yea earneſtly in. 
- .., _ Vitesall men thereto; yea grievoully explains and expoltulates with men 
Ez*k- 33- 11: for not repenting, yea not only fays it, but ſwears it by. his'own life, 
To. 55-3-7: that he deſires any wicked man ſhould do it; He Rrongey aſſerts, he 
Rom. 2. 4. Earneſtly inculcates, he loudly proclaims to all his readineſs to pardon, 
and his delight in ſhewing mercy ; the riches of his goodneſs and for. 

2 Cor. 8.12. bearance, and long-ſuffering. He declares, that he will exaQ an ac- 
Mar. 25-25- compt of men, according to proportion, anſwerable to their willingneſs 
to do' what they could; and to the impaggements of thoſe talents 

{ thoſe meaſures of light and ftrength ) which they had, or might have 

Luke 19. 17. Bad; that whoever is @ iexico T1565, faithful in uſing the ſmalleft 
16. 16+ power, ſhall be accepted and rewarded. He repreſents himſelf impartial 
Att 10.34 1n his judgment and .acceptance of mens perſons and performances ; 
NY any man, 1n any nation, his ſincere, though imperfeQ, piety and righ- 
teouſneſs' being acceptable to him; The final ruine of men is not im+ 

puted to any antecedent defect lying in man's ſtate, or God's will, to no 

obſtacle on God's part, nor incapacity on the part of man, but wholly 

to man's blameable negleQ, or wilful abuſe of the means conducible to 

his falvation : No want of mercy in God, or virtue in the paſſion of our 

Lord are to be mentioned or thought of ; infidelity { formal or inter- 
pretative) and obſtinate impenitency diſappointing God?s merciful in- 

tentions, and fruſtrating our Lord's ſaving performances, and endea- 

John 3. 19- yours, are the ſole banes of mankind ; Here ( faith our Lord) « the 
condemnation, that light ts come anto the world, and men loved darkneſs ra» 

Join 5:344® pher than light, becauſe their deeds are evil, And, T ſpeak theſe things, 
Mar. 23. 17 that ye might be ſaved; but ye will not come to me, that ye might have 
Luke 7. 30+ life, And, How often have I willed to gather thy children, as a hen g4- 
thers her chickens under her wings, but*ye would not ? Of the Phariſees 

and Lawyers our Saviour ſaid, that they. defeated the counſel of God to- 

ward themſelves ( iY%ruozy Thi nl $43 vis bavres ) the counſel of God, 

who deſigned to bring them to repentance by the inftrution and ex- 

hortation of St. John the Baptiſt. Our Saviour invited many to the 

Era 25.6, Participation of the Goſpel ( that great Feaſt of fat things to all people, as 
Mart, 22. 3, 5.he Prophet Eay calleth it ) but they would not come, faith the Text; 
he iterated his meſſage, bur they careleſly negleRing it ( 2uenionrre; ) 

went away, one to his farm, another to his merchanaize, and the reſt took his 

Matt. 13. 19, ſervants, and tntreated them ſpitefully, and flew them, "The Sower (our 
3 Lord) did ſow 1n the field ( the world) the good ſeed of heavenly truth, 

but ſome would -not admit into their heads or hearts; from others 

John 7. 46.1 5. temptation bare it away ; in others woldly cares and deſires choaked it ; 
Shi Bal... Lord ſpake the moſt convincing words, ſuch as no man ever ſpake, 


ſuch 
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ſuch as drew Publicans and Harlots into the Kingdom of heaveis; tic 
performed moſt aſtoriſhing works ſuch as never the like were'Uone, Marr 21. 31. 
which were ſufficient to convert Tyre and Sydop, yea to have preſerved Jobn 9. 31. 
Sodom, but without effect, ſuch were the invincible obſtinacy; the &rof)9Þ" 10A 
ſtupidity, the corrupt prejudices, and perverſe affetions of his 'auditors Lute 16. 14. 
and {peQators, upon which caufe our Lord chargeth the inefficacy andq Mart. 13. 13: 
unſucceſsfulnels of his endeavours for their falvation, 86: doth'St.'9/% , 8, "of "hip 
phen call the Jews, unto whom' the Goſpe/-was offered, hard-necked, un- A8s 28. 26. 
circumciſed in heart and ears; fuch as did" always reſiſt the . holy SHER 
St. Paal gives the ſame charaQter of them, and aſhgns the.ſame caufſe-of--* . 1:2 £ 
their rejefting the Goſpel, And of the Jews of Antioch "tis ſfajd, that A8s 13: 45. 
they.did thruſt away the word of ſalvation, judging themiſebves unworthy "of 
everlaſting life (that 1s, diſdaining to embrace the overture of ever 
ſting life made unto them. ) And, deſp:ſeſt thow the riches. of God's $bod- Rom. 2. 3. 
neſs, and forbearance, and long-ſuffering, being\ignorant;; That the Foollneſd'of 
God leagerh thee to repentance? 10 St. Paul expoſtulates 'with the 1nerediy- 
lous Jew. And, How, faith the Apoſtle to the Hebyews, ''ſhill we-eſeape, a 
if we negleft ſo great ſaſvation? {0 do our Lord and his' Apoſtles ſtate the 
reaſon of mens milcarrying in this great affair ; ſighifying all requidte 
care and provition to be mace on God's''part for their falvation'; 4rd 
imputing the obliruttion ſolely to their voluntary default of compliaiice 
with God in his conduct and management thereof, -''! + . 7.09 

Neither are the dealings and decfarations/of God'toward thoſe wholiz 
ved under the Law and Prophets, impertinent to this! purpoſe ; they- ate 
applicable upon conſideration of party in-reafon, or likerieſs in cafe; i: 

What remonſtrances concerning the gentleneſs, kindneſs, and equity 
of his dealings, what exprobrations of their ſtubbornneſs and Rtuprdity 
God did anciently make to Tjrae! under. that particular difpenfation, 
(which yet in tendency and in repreſentation may be deemed general) 
_ the ſame he mighr now uſe toward all mankind, under this univerſal xco- 
nomy, Wherein God hath given to his Son, the heathen for his ##hevHtantt, Pfal. 2.8. 
and the utmoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion ; whereby af the Kjng- _ 
doms of the worla are become the Kjngdoms 'of the Lord, and his Chris; 
which hath erected an unconfined Kingdom of grace ; to which all men 
in delign and of right are {ubje& ; 1n reſpe& 'to which every nation is 
in obligation and duty become the people of God. What ( faid God * 5: + 
to them ) could 1 have done more to my' Vineyard than I have "OMG, whe 19:6. 
wherefore when I looked for grapes did it bring forth wild grapes-!. O IF it. 5 ” i 
rael , thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me-is thy help, I have ſpread out kak 
wy hanas all the day-long to a rebellious and gainſaying Poople, T ſpake 
unto you riſing up early and ſpeaking, bat'ye heard not ; 1 called, but we! TE”... 
anſwered not ; I have called, and ye have yefaſed; I have Stretched oat my £c0v: r, 24,29, 
hand, and no man regarded, But ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, 66. vc "Y 
and would none of my reproof, When I called, ye did not anſwer ; when JE 12. 2: 
ſpake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did chuſe that, 
wherein I delighted not. And, Behold their ear is entircumcifed\\ ang 5 n 
they cannot hearken; behold the word of the Lord is unto them a ripPokth; 
they have no delight in it. They refuſed to hearken, apa pulled" zwvity the 
ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears, that they ſhould not hear; Jeu they 2Bale Tech. 1.1142 
their hearts as an aaamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould heay © the "Law, whah" the 
Lord of . hojis hath ſent in hi Spirit, Which paſſaves,- in many 'bttiers 
of the like importance that occurr, do imply the large extetit of God rver- 
citul intentions ; and rhe competency of the means; which God! afgrds 
tor the ſalvation of men ; that he wants no affteftion or tacknatioh {ive 
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them, that he negle&ts no means proper for effeQting it ; that he draws 
them into the way leading thither by ſerious and earneſt invitation, gi. 
reds them by needful light and inſtruftion, excites them by powerful 
arguments and perſuaſions ; and as St. Ambroſe ſpeaketh, Quod in Deg 
uit, oſtendit omnibus, quod omnes wvoluit liberare: God ſhewed to all, that 
what was in him, he did will to deliver (or fave) all men, Whence he ma 
truly and properly be called the Benefaftor and Saviour, even of thoſe, 
who by their wilful malice or negle&t do not obtain 
ſalvation. For 1n reſpe& to the ſame favours, which 
are exhibited and tendered to them, He is the Sayi. 
our of thoſe, who by hearkning to God's call, and 
complying with God's deſign; by well uſing the means vouchſafed, and 
performing the conditions required, do finally attain falvation. 

If it be ſaid, that theſe tranſactions do refer only to God's own peo. 
ple or to thoſe only, unto whom God pleaſed to diſpenſe eſpecial .re- 
velations of truth and overtures of mercy ; that we therefore cannot 
thence infer any thing concerning the general extent of God's delign, or 
the vertue of Chriſt's performances in reſpett to all mankind; we may 
to this ſuggeſtion rejoyn, that by obſerving the manner of God's proceed- 
ings toward them, unto whom he openly declareth his mind and will, 
we may reaſonably collect how he ſtandeth affected toward others, and 
by what rules, or upon what accompts he dealeth with them ; taking in 
the analogy of reaſon, and parity or diſparity of the caſe. As to God's 
affection, it, is the ſame every-where, agreeable to that nature, which 
inclineth him to be good to all, and merciful over all his creatures ( as 
the P/almiit tells us) unto which diſpoſition his providence yields at- 


De parad. 8. 


—ent yu wird eod\igeus Gn 
adyT2 Ta tis aurdy novra bh wTHneIa 
3 xewmuifoy meroinuey — (Ball i2Pſ.7. ) 


Pſal. 135. 9. 


Aﬀs 14. 17. 
without teſtimony, doing good to all , as- St. Paul tells us ; although he 
doth not diſpenſe his favours in the ſame method, or diſcover his 
meaning by the ſame light, or call all men to him with the fame voice 
and language. - >. 

\ Neither was mankind ever left deſtitute of that 

d\vine grace, which ( as the good Writer de wock- 

tione Gentium ſaith ) never denied it ſelf to any apes, 
with the ſame wirtue, in different meaſure, with an 
unchangeable counſel, end multiform operation, So in 
one place; and in another, There was always ( faith 


Gratia Dei nullis fecnlis ſe negavit, vir- 
tute und, quantitate divers, concilio in- 
commutabili, opere multiformi. 11. 54 


Adhibita eft ſemper univerſis hominibus 
quadem ſuperne menſura dotrine, que erſi 
occultioris parcioriſque gYatie fuit, ſuſfecit 


teſtation; for & «Ld pTVEIY apitty £2UTEy - az JoTUAUY, he did not leave himſelf 


ramen quibuſdam ad remedium, onntbus 
ad teſtimonium. II. 15. 


Rom. 2. 14-15, 
—u/; nation hominsm benitatis ſue, 
dona ſubtraxit, ut propheticas weces & pre- 
cepta legalia convincerentur in elementorum 
obſequiis, &# teſtimoniis accepiſſe. De Vec. 
Ge 1.5, Rom 1. 19, 


he ) diſpenſed to all men 4 certain meaſure of inſtru- 
ion from above, which although it came from a more 
occult and ſparing grace, did yet ſuffice to ſome for re- 
weay, to all for teſtimony. | - 
Comparing the different ſtates of men, we may 
ſubſtitute with St. Paul, for the /aw of revelation 


_ engraved upon, tables, the law of nature written in 


mens hearts; for prophetical inſtruitions the diftates 
of reaſon ; for audible admonitions and reproots, ſecre: whiſpers of grace, 
and. checks of conſcience ;> for extraordinary inſtances of divine power, 
AQts 14. 17. the ordinary works of the creation { by which God's eternal divinity and 
power are diſcernable ) for the ſpecial and occaſional influences of .provi- 
dence, the common and continual expreſſions of divine beneficence ; then 
allowing for the diſparity (as'to meaſure of evidence and efficacy ) in 
theſe things; and as to the reſt, the caſe is the ſame. If one part hath 
means more clear and forcible, yet thoſe which are granted to the other 
Afts 17. 27. 


i 


are not void of uſe or virtue ; by them all men in all places may ſeek Goa, 
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if haply they may feel him and find him; ye may (as St. Paul implieth )Rom... 18,20. 
be able to know God, and induced to ſerve him; to thank him and fo Rom. 2.1 5,26: 
glorifie him in ſome meaſure; in a meaſure an{werable to ſuch light and ROLF. "BL. 
ſtrength ; no more doth God require, for no more will he reckon with 
them. If their helps be 'deemed more low and ſcanty, their duty in 
proportion is Jeſs high, and their accompt will be more eafie. Enough 
certainly they have to excuſe God from, guſpriſiori of not having provi- 
ded competently for them, to render them, it they do not well uſe and 
improve it, inexcuſable ; and what they have 1s an effect of God's mercy 
procured and purchaſed by their Saviour. But of this Point we may have 
occaſion afterward to fay more ; I ſhall now only add ; that this ſugge- 
ſtion, well conſidered, may afford another argument to confirm our do- 
Arine; which 1s this : Vo. 

10, If our Lord be the Saviour of all thoſe to whom God's truth is de- 
clared; and his mercy offered ; or, if he be the Saviogr of all the mem- 
bers of the viſible Church; particularly if he be the Saviovr of thoſe, 
who among theſe, reje&ting the overtures and means of grace, or by 
diſobedience abuting them, ſhall in the event fail of being faved, then 
is he the Saviour of all men. But Our Lord 15 the Saviour of thoſe per- 
fons ; and therefore he is the 8aviour of all men, The aſſumption we af- 
fayed to ſhew in the laſt argument ; and many expreſs teſtimonies of 
Scripture before-mentioned eltabliſh it, the common ſtyle of Scripture 
doth imply it, when in the Apoſtolical Writings to all the viſibly faith- 
ful indifferently the relation to Chr:# as their Saviour is affigned, 'an in- 
tereſt in all his ſaving performances 1s ſuppoſed, the title of tur 
and oe no Tukynr ( with others equivolent, of Jaſtified, ſanttified, Yegenera- 
ted, quickned, &C.) are attributed. And 1n our Text God is faid to be 
the Saviour chiefly 9 #1551, of the faithful; which word in its com- 
mon acception denotes all viſible members of the Chriſtian communion. 
And for its confirmation we adjoin: The Apoſtles at firſt, and the Charch 
ever ſince after them (except ſome heterodox people of late) have pro- 
feſſed readily to confer holy Baptiſm, and therein to diſpenſe remiffion 
2 offins, togerher with other Evangelical graces and privileges, to every 
2 man profeſſing his faith in Chr, and reſolution to obſerve Chris law, 
3 upon this ſuppoſition, that Chrizt is the Sawioar of all ſuch perſons, and 
by his falutary paſſion hath purchaſed that remiſſion for them ; although 
the diſpenſers of theſe graces could not diſcern what decrees God in his 
ſecret providence had paſſed upon them, or what the event ſhould be as 
to their final ſtate ; yea although according to the Judgment of Prflence 
they could not but conceive, that all {uch ſhould not be ſaved, but that 
many of them ſhould be of thoſe, who {'as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
{ſpeaketh) would draw back unto perdition, Who (as St. Peter implies Heb. 1o. 39. 
ſome might and would do) would forget the purgation, which they 2 ver. x. 9: 
had received of their ſins. That in thus doing the Church proceeds up- 
on a perſuaſion that Chri## 1s truly the Saviour of all its viſible members, 
duly admitted and incorporated thereinto, the thing it {elf plainly fig- 
nifies; the tenour of its praftice makes palpable ; the forms of ſpeech 
uſed in its holy adminiſtrations ( of prayers, of ſacraments, of exhorta- 
tions) do ſuppoſe, or expreſs. For how can each member ſingly be aſ- 
ſerted in holy Baptiſm to be waſhed from his ſins, and ſanftified to God, 
and made regenerate or adopted into the number of God's children, and 
made partaker of Chriſs death? how can thankſgiving in the commor 
name, in moſt general terms, be offered up for Chriſh ſaving perfor- 
mances? or the holy bread and cup be imparted tb each communicant 

as 
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. as ſymbols and pledges of ChriiPs charity and mercy towards him ? how 

can every Chriſtian be inſtigated to, obedience in gratitude to Chrift, and 

thoſe who: tranſgreſs Chris laws, upbraided for their ingratitude to- 

ward . him; their rejeQing,. or renouncing, deſpiſing, or abuſing him 

and his falvarion ?. how. can ſuch things be faid and done with any truth 

or conſiſtency ; yea; without forgery and mockery, if every baptized 

Chriſtian hath not an. intereſt , 1n our Lord?s performances; if Chri# be 

the Sayiour- only of an ;uncertam and unknown part in the Church? 

This conſideration of, the Churches prattice hath made even the moſt ve. 

hement afſertours of: St.;A«ſti's doctrine ( ſtrained to the higheſt pitch) 

in the, moreantient and-modelt ; times, fully to acknowledge this poſition; 

that Chre# is the redeemer of every member of the viſible Church, as 

Anno 358. Appears by this remarkable decree of the Council of YValextia in France 

Fr? frmiſſins ( cnlifting of the Biſhops of three Provinces, favourers of God/calows his 

ener cre- OPINIONS;:) Me alſo do believe it moſt firmly to be held, that all the mul. 

dimus, Ge.ſu- titude of the faithful, being regenerated by water and ' the | Holy Spirit, 

os and hereby truly incorporated into. the Church, and according to the Apoſto- 

lical dvitrine baptized into the dexth of Chriit, is by his blood waſhed from 

their ſins; Becauſe there could: be: no true regeneration, unleſs there 

were made alſo a true redemption ; fince in the Sacraments of rhe 

Church there is nothing empty ( or vain) nothing, ludificatory ; bur all 

thorqughly, true, and ſupported by its own very truth. and (ſincerity. 

Yet that out of the very company of believers and the redeemed, ſome 

are eternally ſaved, becauſe by :God's grace they faithfully abide in 

their redemption, , bearing the Lord's ſpeech in their hearts, He that per- 

ſeveres to the end. (hall pe ſaved; and that .others, becauſe they would 

not abide in the falvation of the Faith, which they at firit received, and 

did rather.chuſe to fruſtrate the grace of redemption by evil do&Qrine or 

life, than to keep it, do no-wile arrive to. the. plenitude of falvation, 

and to the perception. of eternal beatitude. ?Tis then a Catholick 'and 

true dofQtrine, that at leaſt Chri# 1s.a Saviour of all appearing Chriſtiags; 

and ſuppoſing the truth thereof, I fay that by conſequence he is alſo 

the Saviour of all men. For it appeareth thence, that the deſign of: our 

Saviour's Performances did not flow from, or was not grounded upon 

any ſpecial love, .or any abſolute decree concerning thoſe Perſons, who 

in event ſhall be ſaved; ſince according to that ſuppoſition it extendeth 

to many others ; wherefore it proceeded from God's natural goodneſs 

and common kind affection toward mankind; from the compaſſion of 

a gragous Creatour toward his miſerable creature, whence all men are 

concerned and intereſted therein. Why God's merciful intentions were 

not explicitly declared and propounded to Socrates and Epiditetus, as 

they were to Judas Iſcariot and Simon Mages, is another queſtion, which 

we may afterward in ſome manner aſſoil ; at preſent, it ſuffices to ſay, 

that the overture of mercy made to ſuch wretches doth argue God's 

kind diſpoſition and good intention toward all men; fo it did in St. 

Ambroſe is opinion ;, who fays, that our Lord ought not to pals 

nn 44.4 err, OY, he man who ſhould betray him, that all men 

ue po manaP, nor: qued in "4:-1..4;. Might take notice, that. in the choice even of his 

am proditoris ſui ſervandorum onnizm in» , traytour, he. did hold forth a pledge or mark of all 
figne pretendis. Ambr. de parad, 8, mens being to be ſaved. 

But the truth of this doQtrine will farther appear by the declaration 
and ſurveyal of thoſe reſpects according to which Chri# is repreſen- 
ted the Savioug.of men, as alſo. by conſidering how uſeful and condu- 
cible to piety this doQtrine is, as miniſtring grounds and obligations, ens 

couragements 
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couragements and motives to the practice of moſt conſiderable duties re- | 
quired from all men. But theſe things muſt be reſerved to another oc» 
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1 Tim. IV: 0. 7 kf 
g God ; who is the. Saviour of all men, eſpecially of 


, ? 
4 4 74 


In general we may fay, that our Lord is the Saviour of all men, for 
that he hath rendred all men ſa/vabiles, capable of falvation; and ſalvan. 
dos, deſigned to falvation. For that he hath rmeoved all obſtacles pe- 
remptorily debarring men from acceſs to ſalvation, and hath procured 
competent furtherances to their attainment of it, For that he hath reſ- 
cued mankind our of that dead and deſperate condition, wherein it lay 
involved ; being the bread of God, who thath deſcended from heaves, that John 6. 33. 
be might give life to the world, as he ſaith of himſelf. For that he hath 
performed” whatever on his part is neceſſary or fit in order to ſalvation, 
antecedently to the acceptance and compliance with thoſe reaſonable . 
conditions, which by God's wiſdom are required toward the inftatin 
men into a full and immediate right to falvatien, or to a complete ani 
atual fruition thereof, He made the way to happineſs plain and pat- 
4 fable: levelling the inſuperable cliffs, and filling up the chaſmes, and 
J. reQtifying the obliquities, and ſmoothing the aſperities thereof, as the - 

Prophet toretold ; ſo that all men, who would,” might conyeniently walk 
therein. He ſet the doors of Paradiſe wide open, ; 
ſo that who pleaſed might enter in ; all the bonds *4 12 ”"_ xaTBeLs LN YT, & 
and reitraints under which men lay, he fo far looſ- COuer mT hi 3-nt one paſ. 

| ar ors a,v80 0 — 

ed, that any. man might be free, who would con- 
cur to his own liberty and enlargement. All the-proteQion, and en- 
courageinent which was needful toward obtaining falvation, he afforded 
and exhibited to every one, that would embrace and make uſe of them. 


In 


Luke 3, 5+ 


a. 


-T___ 
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*  Inreſpeft to which performances he might be juſtly eſteemed and truly 
called a Seviogr, altho all men do not in effe&t become ſaved. For the 
eſtimation and denomination of performances are to be grounded upon 
their own nature and deſign, not upon events depending upon the 
contingent and arbitrary behaviour of men. As he that freely offers a rich 
| boon 15no leſs to be accompted a benefactor and liberal, altho his gift 
be refuſed, than if it were accepted ; as he that opens the priſon is to be 
ſtyled a deliverer, although the captive will not go forth ; as he that mi. 
niſters an effettual remedy, although the Patient will not uſe it, deſerves 
the honour and thanks due to a Phyſician ; fo is oar Lord 1n regard to what 
he hath performed for men, and offered to them ( being ſufficient to 
prevent their miſery, and promote their happineſs) to be worthily deem. 
ed, and thankfully acknowledged their Savioar, although not all men, yea 
although not one man ſhould receive the deſigned benefit. According] 
ARts 16. 17, We may obſerve, that in the Scripture ſtyle, thoſe perſons are faid to be 
Kereyyinu faved, who areonly in a way toward falvation, although they do not ar. 
hs 4 obngthd rivethither; and the means conducing to ſalvation are ſaid to ſave, al. 
x Oy: r. 18. though their effet may be defeated ; ovCoue and ormouire are terms ap- 
Afs 2-47- plied to all Chriſtians, and Chri#t is 5 woxc, he that hath ſaved them; and 
— OI ' Faith is ſaid to have ſaved them, although ſome of them x3 #invay, 
2 Tim. 1. 9- have believed in vain, or to no effeft; forſaking and renouncing their faith; 
x 15-* and Baptiſm fave them, who partakes it, although being waſhed, they re- 
 IPet.3.2r. furn to their wallowing in the mire. And as our Lord is fo termed a Sa 
2 Per. 2. 22- Viour 1n reſpect to them, who are by faith and admiſſion into the Church 
Rom. 23.11. Put into a more near capacity of {alvation, as St. Paul ſpeaketh: iyure. 
ew fiudy 5 ouregha, 3 Trav Zrwouuey ( Now #5 our ſalvation nearer than when 
we believed; ) ſo. is he in reſpett of all thoſe, who are in any capacity 
thereof, although a more remote one. 


But let us now view more nearly and diſtinQly the reſpeQts in which 
he is « Saviorr of all men, or the particular benefits and advantages condu- 
Clem. Alex. cing to ſalvation, which by his performances accrue to mankind; for 
Padag, 11. Tdumonu Tha oaTypiay A THoy xapilerai Ti arIpwToTyn, In Very many ways he beſtow= 
eth ſalvation upon all mankind, as Clemens Alexandrinus ſpeaks. 

1. Our Lord is the Saviour of all men, as having effected that Almigh- 
ty God ( who upon great provocations was juſtly diſpleaſed and angry 
with-man, who had. averted his face, and withdrawn his favour from 
mankind, whom our apoſtafie and: rebellion had rendred a ſtranger and an . | 
enemy to us) hath depoſed his wrath toward mankind, hath concei» Þ} 
ved a kind affeCtion to it, doth caſt a favourable aſpe& upon it ; being - | 
throughly reconciled and made a friend thereto by our Saviour's media- 

Mae tion. This is my beloved ſon, w 3 wivno, in whom T1 have beers well plea» 
$17... : ; ; 

12.18. ſed, Was the atteſtation given from God to our Lord; the meaning 

whereof in regard to men the holy choir of Angels did interpret, when 

Luke 2.16.14. After the gladſome report of his birth ( that great joy; which ſhould be 80 

' all people ) they ſang, Glory be to God on high, on earth peace, good-will 

Cal. 1.20 foward men, Which St. Paul farther declareth, when he ſaith, that by 

Ph. 1-10 him jv», God pleaſed to reconcile unto himſelf all things, upon 

2 Cor. 5. 29. Earth, and in heaven ; and when he ſaith, That God was in Chriit reconct- 

Rows ling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their fins, And, When we were ene= | 
'** mies (faith he again) we were reconciled to God by the death of his ſon: 

hen we were enemies, that implies God antecedently to any man's con- 

verſion to have been appeaſed, and become favourably diſpoſed toward all 

' men, or toward thoſe, whom St. Pay! ſpeaketh unto, as men; fo the rea- 

fon of the caſe doth import, and ſo the analogy which St. Paul immedi- 


ately 
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ately-after propounds between the reſults of Ads tranſgreſſion and our 
$44)9urs obedience! (as to provocation:and reconciliatign, to condemna- 
con and abſolurion, to the intents of an TY TT life upon all men) 
doth enforce.''Whence it-is;.that God declareth himſelfnow to bear an uni- 
verſal'pood-will'to-mankind, ' that he doth earneſtly deſire the welfare of 
all men, and is/difpleaſed with the ruine: of 'any man; that he woald have ' Tim. 2. 4. | 
all mew-t0 be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth, becaufei there » per. 3. g. 
# one mediatour between God and man; that he woula not have any periſh,” but 
that all ſhonld .come to repentance'; thighe affirms, yea (far the confirma- Heb 515419. 
tion of our faith and our conſolation therein )+he in 'the Evanyelical Pro- Ext 33-1" 
phot fwears it, 'As-T live, faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Sd far toward 
_ our falvation is done, God meets us half way ; he's reconciled unto'us, 

it remains only that we be reconciled to him ; that we hearken to the 
Embaſhe from him : Be recoxciled to God.. 5 SY De DEST} ff? » Cor. s..:. 
2: Jeſus is the Saviour of all men, by ſatisfying the divine/juſtice, and:re- 

pairing God's honour in their behalf. "Phe diſloyal and'ingratefulhbehavi- 

our: of man had fo wrong'd, fo endamaged, fo diſhonour'd God'»(thad 

{o-abufed the'goodnefs, diſparaged'the wiſdom, {lighted -the power, im- 
peached- and flurr*d the authority of his Creator, 'bad-ſo-prejudiced all the 

rights and intereſts of God ) that by the divine-wiſdom it was thought 
fit; that he ſhould-not be -reftored into-a capacity of - mercy -and favour, 
without a ſignal compenſation made, and anexemplary-punithmentunder- 
gone, Whereby:the rght of God ſhould-conſpicuouſiy be afſerted;ihislpve 
of:goodneſs and-diſlike-of wickedneſs ſhould be re-: 2 = 
markably demonſtrated, and every creature in hea- , .Avun31;3 oi grdgorer win x7 Te 
vervand earth ſhould be ſolemnly admoniſhed. of its fe rety aft op /wh98 : pine, 
duty ;*of thereverence and obedience it owes to the” <Sdyaor BESS 2c of 20 x 5) 4g 
great Creator; of the heynous guilt and horrible t40. i= Arian. Orar. 4. 485- 
miſchief it incurs by offending him, Such a com- C 
penſation man was no-wiſe able to make, or fit to 7743 9 rerO 0 xeTdes CAVE 
undergo ſuch-a puniſhment : Our Saviowr-therefore, ; A een A pts age 
outoof infinite pity and charity, did undertake both ; - gor 7 duaglt&s nnd Favgy me;opnncTe, 
by-a voluntary condeſcenſion putting himſelf into the - &* phyriinJoba x. 14. 

low and weak' ſtate of man; ſubjeQting himſelf un- 7 
to-that Law which man was obliged unts, and ſuffering; the pains-which 
\man had deſerved. This he was pleaſed to do in-man*'s behalf, and in 
pur ſtead ; and God was pleaſed to accept- it;as-ſ{o:done. -His incarna- 

tion ' ( or exinanition of himſelf, as- St. Pa«/ calleth Lf | 

it }-'was an a& of that high duty and goodneſs, that '' "H Eronexcs,Tapynggy owrhe©7 Sore” 
it-in virtue-ſurpaſſed all the obedience, which all 359 yo 0 ao ts 
creatures were able to-render ; that-it- yielded God - JS RRINeU:! 
- - more fatisfaftion and more honour than the joynt endeavours of :all..the 

world could confer. His with fo intenſe charity andchearfulneſs fulfilling _ Free 

x11 righteouſneſs did far more pleaſe God, rhan all our moſt exaQt obedience 4 MINE > 
"could have done ; +his enduring bitter- pains aad diſgraces ( confidering p. 133. _ 
'the infinite dignity of his perſon, hisnear relation and dearneſs to God, \ his £4oney 71 
" perfe&t innocence and rectitude, yea his unmenle charity,- conteatedneſs _ -<_ 
-and patience ) more than countervailed the puniſhment due to the ſins: of 

allen. Sach a payment was more rhan ſerved to diſcharge all our-debts, 

'it ſerv'd to purchaſe an overplus of graces and bleſſings) ſo rich a- price 

-was more than ſufficient to ranſome all the world from captivity ;: ſo good- EP? 5: 
*Iy, ſo- pure, ſo ſweet, ſo precious a Sacrifice might worthily expiate and 9g. 


9.44. 
artone all the guilts of men. i Per. 1. 19, 


35 


Eee Now 
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* Sag bas 1 (NIE? £ Now 'if we enquirewhatour-Sawjour-did redeem 

Ro 222, of: (8pjaG- 1x6- 464, -i the conſideration of what he paid-may (as'St. Aaſtin 

7969" 8 38 fr! drdywit ©: 1þahdey) wht: 1611S) help romnformas3nOuerinis guid dmerit ?: wide. 

ids -v wororutc o pare renee. 1! tp.. guid; dederit, Of invenite quia erierit.,” Do ye' foe 

Gori 086, 13- 21:t{4v7 11; 3179b (fithiheY what he: boag is? ſee what tit gave, ant. = 

what hehought. '- However, thatas the value and ſufficienty;;:of our Lord' 

performances, fo'the deſign andreffect thereofdid reach ſo far in regard to 

os man;\that his charity was-no leſs extenſive. than his performance was com- 

Jolin 1. 29- plete, i4or,ovur WOjro0e holy. Serifitwre teaches us. For, He i the lamb of 

6. 51. . Got that\ taketh amay the ſins of the' world, ( ſaith the Baptiſt;) And, The 

bread. (faith he ). which 1 gave is.my:-fleſh, which..| will give for ghe- lift, of the 

r John 2. 2. world.:;1 And, | He #« 2 propitiation ({aith St.John-) for our ſins; and not om. 

r Tim. 2-5 by for; our ſins,-but for the ſins .of 'the whole world, And, He i the Media. 

tour of ;God. and man, who gave himſelf «yTiavlesv Vatp neviuv, 4 ranſome, 1n 

Heb.2.9. | the ſtead, and for all mer (taithSt. Paul.) And, He taſted death for every one 

jad 31-96 (faiththe Author toithe: Hebrews.) And, He was that one man, who, as it 

18. 14. Was Os Es for the whole nation of men. And,. God was in him 

3- 17- reconciling the world to himſelf, not impating their, fins, And,' He came, into 

2 Cor: 5* 29: the world, not td condemn theworld, but that: the world might by him be ſaved 

Rom. 5- 17. (of freed from condemnation.) And, As by the offence of one man judgment 

came upon all men” to.condemnation, ſo by the. righteouſneſs of one mercy came 

"Ive tive Mr" pon dll to juſtification of life. "The end we ſee of our Saviour's performances 

wy Th 4". was, that he might wipe off. the guilt of fin from all mankind, that he 

73; avriy Ze» Might! reverſe the condemnation paſſed thereupon, and that he might re- 

5% Js A- move the puniſhment due thereto ; or, that abſolving the firſt man'sfin, 
than. in p4ſ* he might take it away from the whole race { as St. Athenatize ſpeaks,); 

All men have ſinned, and come ſhort, ( or are deſtitute) of the glory of 

God, being juſtified freely by his -grace, by the redemption that is.in Chriit Je- 
Gal. 3.13. J#s. Chriit hath redeemed us yr the curſe of the law, Feing: made: 4 curſe 
g.5. for us, He was born under the law, that he might redeem thoſe which- were 
: Cor. 5. 21, #1der the law, He that knew no ſin, was wade ſin ( was puniſhed and dealt 

With as a {inner that we might be made the righteouſneſs of Gad, in him; (that 

we might be capable of being eſteemed and dealt with: as righteous: by 
God upon this accompt. ) Sothat the reſult.js, Divine juſtice being fully 
ſatisfied, and the honour of: God: fully repaired ( in regard to all (ins patt 
and future) the month of vengeance being ſtopped, the claims of death 
and hell'being evacuated, that general ſentence of condemnation ( palgd 
upon- all the ſons' of Adam) is ſuſpended, death ceaſes to reign by-any 
juſt power, or inevitable neceſlity ; ( it is, as St. Pau! ſaith, aboliſhed or 
abrogated as to any lawful right, or neceſſary force it hath) the rigourand 
ſeverity of that law, which upon pain of death exaQeth molt punAual 
obedience ( and which conſequently doth expoſe all men-to unavoidable 
El. 3. 10, 12. Condemnation is tempered and abated, a foundation js laid for the ſhew- 
Rom. 10- 5- 1ng mercy, and granting pardon. In reſpe& whereto, 

3. Our Lord is the Savioar of all men, as having in the behalf of man- 
kind tranſaQted and ratified a new covenant, very necellary for, and ve- 
ry conducible to. the ſalvation of mankind; whereby ſalvation is made 
attamable, and 'is xeally tendred unto all, upon feaſible and equal conditions. 
According to the purport whereof .upon any man ( however ſtained or 
loaded with the guilt of moſt heinous tranſgreſſions ). his embracing the 
overtures thereof, conſenting to, and complying with the terms propoun- 
ded therein, that is, ſincerely believing, and {ſeriouſly repenting ; returning , 
to God with hearty deſires and earneit reſolutions ro ferye him; God:/1s 
ready to diſpenſe mercy and pardon , and immediately receiveth the ſe 

n 


; 


Rom. 4+ 25» 


2 Tim. 1. 10, 
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ſon into grace and favour with him ; yea, the man continuing to perform 

a faithfull (though imperfe&t) obedience, an obedience ſutable'to man's 

natural infirmity and frailty, and proportionable tothe affiſtances afforded 

him; God farther promiſeth to beſtow ineſtimable' bleſſings and rewards 

of joy and happineſs. That covenant whuch the Prophers implied of old, 
when ( beſide, and beyond what the Jewiſh law did import) they Preached 

_ thus, ----Waſb you, make you clean, put away the evil of your aoings, ceaſe to Efa, x. 16. 

do. evil -«--» though your ſins be as ſcarlet ; ' they ſhall be as white as | 

ſnow , though they be red as crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. And; Let the fs 55: 7. 

wicked man forſake his way, and the unrighteou? man his thoughts, and let him 

return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he ” 

will abandantly pardon; And, If the wicked man will turn from all his fins, that Erck. 18. 21 

he hath committed, and keep all my flatutes, and do that which is lawfull and 

right, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die (fo God in Eſay and Ezekiel de- 

clareth his intention to proceed - with men, avowing that way of his to 

be-moft equal and fair.) . This 1s that Covenant which our Lord com- 

-manded his Apoſtles to declare and propound toall mankind ; Go:ye {faid Mark. 16. 25. 

he to them.) into the whole world, preach the dottrine to every creature: 

that Goſpe}, according to which, as it 15 expreſſed in St. Lirkegwwepentance Luke 24. 47. 

##d remiſſion ought to be. preached in his name to all nations, ' Geginning at 
Teraſalem; in reſpe& to which St. Peter ſays, that God hath exalted our A 5: 51: 

Lord to be a' Prince and a Saviour, to grant repentance to Iſrael, and. re- 

miſſion of ſins; ( to grant repentance, that 1s, ( as the Apofile' to. the He- 

brews and Clemens Romanus ſpeak ) u)avoia; 7brey » TOOM for repentance, 

or. capacity. to receive pardon upon repentance ) concerning, which Cove-  . 

want that Clemens ( the fellow-labourer of St. Paul, and whom! Clemens oO fog  X 

Altxendrinus calleth an: Apoſtle) in that excellent, admirable and almoſt Gl. 

Canonical Epiſtle to the Corinthians, which ( as Exſebius and 'Hierome F?, 7F ac 

tell us ) was anciently publickly read in moſt Churches, hath thefe re: Eut,” © | 

markably full and clear expreſſions; Ler ws ( faith | 1975 at TE. 


he ) look ſteafaſtly upon the blood of C hriſt , antlet + | 


#6 ſee how pretious to God his blood is, which being 


{bed for our \ſalvation , did bring the grace of repen-. 


tance to the whole world, Let us attentively. regard 
all ages, and obſerve that in every generation the T 

granted place of repentance to them, who woyld turn 
#nto him, | This is that new and better Covenant, eſta- 
bliſhed upon better promiſes (cancelling all former, ex- 


ceptionable, imperfe&t and ineffetual compaQs, referrin 
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Brrouivoer Fagaghiyar in avriy, Clem. 
ad Corinth. 


to man's inte- 


relt and duty ). about which the Apoſtle to the Hebrews diſcourſeth, and 55 9-15- 


12.24. 9.22, 


Whereof he calleth our Lord the Mediator and Sponſor ; in regard to which 2 Cor. 3.5. 


$t. Paul calleth him the. Mediator between God ani man; 


plainly ' decla- 


ring all-men to have a concernment and intereſttherein'; for this ſuppoſi- 
tion he uſeth as an argumeat proving God's univerſal deſire of man's cons 
yerſion and ſalvation : Who would have all men to'bs ſaved; and to come to the © Tims 2. 5. 
qoſecge of the truth. For there is one God'and one Mediator between God and 


man, the man Chriſt 


Jeſus. By virtue of which Covexart it 1s, that any ſuch 


degrees of love or tear toward God (ſuch as men” Ano diffo oftendirur milum hominen: 


are:capable of ) are available, any righteous pertor- 
mances, ſuch as our weakneſs can produce, are'ac- 


ceptable, any honeſt endeavours do receive counte-" 


- ſecundum 'naturam fe pellutum , ſed @- 
qnaliter oames; ad Chriflti Evangelium 
provecari, Hier, dd Avg. Epiſt, X1. 


nance and ehcouragement ; and that (as St. Peter obſerved ) in every 14: Atts 10. 34. 
tion he that. feareth God, ant. worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted by him, al- 
though his.fear of God be not fo intenſe, or pure ; his righteouſneſs not ſo 


Eee 2 


exact 


£32. . 
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exatt and unblameable, as according to extremity of law and duty, they 
ſhould be,'-\From which Covenant fo far as is any man, according to God's 
intention-and deſire, 'from, being excluded, that all men are ſeriouſly iavi- 
ted, vehemently exhdrted, earneſtly intreated to enter into it, and to par- 

take the benefits exhitited thereby. Every man that feeleth himſelt to 

want thoſe benefits, and 15 defirous of mercy and eaſe from the-guilt and 

a. a9. 0: burthen-of. his fins, may come and welcome. Hoe every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to-the' waters; So the Evangelical Prophet proclaims; - and, If any 

ny 2 511 - thirſteth, let him-come to me and arink, crieth our Lord; and, Come to 
Mat. tre 25. ne of Je- that are weary and Heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, ( ag- 
Ln ner wendile, Come all to me: All men therefore (fairh 

Netles $y cf drvewnds Cid nn EN: Origen ) who from the nature of fin do labour and 
Rs rs ws me (e . \are. burthened, are called to that reſt ; which is with 


2 dmravny. Origin Cal 3) (11 | the word —__ 20% in wr. "vw (faith 
5 gikd 1: 16 4/ St..Paul) weiave Embaſſadouys, as that 1s intros 
2 Cor. 5. 20.” ARs 17. 30- ok St / ſſ- , by 


1; rethr,-we pray for Chriſt be recenciled to God; the'pur. 


Eph. '2-r. 


Eph: 5-3. by good conſequence be inferr'd from the truth of the Points-foregoing, 
'2 Cor. 4 6. © 


T5 they" cannor well diſcern what they ſhould do, ſo corrupt and weak that 


the fetters; which detain him, and there is no help afforded; by which he 
may do it. .But our 'Lord hath ſurely laid his deſigns more adviſedly, 
| an 


Serm. ME... aſſerted and explained. RD | 


and hath proſecuted his work more perfectly. Wherefore we may ſuppoſe 
that a competency of grace and ſpiritual afſiltence is by vittue of our Sa- 
viour's performances really imparted to'every man, qualifying him to 
do what God requires, and 1s ready to accept from him 1n order to his 
welfare ; that our Saviour hath ſent abroad his holy Spitit (that fountain 
of all true goodneſs, of all fpirittal light, firength and comfort) like the 
Sun, to ſhine, to warm, to difpence benign influences over the world ; al- 


F 


afon, As wildom txvv T5 Tay 
Strom, Vil 
reclaiming from bad courſes. ' Our reaſon, howeveraided by exteriour ine $23. 
, 1,350 
IPLe 


throagh Jeſus Chriſt, that we might receive the an . | 
that ts, that becoming Chriſtians we might partake thereof.” And the Apo- ms | 
ſolical Miniſtery (that is, preaching the Goſpel, and diſpenGng the pri- Pn og 
vikeges thereof ) is therefore ſtyled, Jraxria. mrovuel@r, the miniſtery we 6. 4, Fe) 
the > to: And rhe-rafting of the heavenly gift, and' partaking the Holy, I 


| ng. 
w he ſuppoſeth, and re-cracife the, Lord, dud. expoſe hit $0; ſhame; | nd 


C 


jt * Eph.:1. 15; 
alled, the ſpirit of promiſe, peculiar to the Goſpel ) i unto you, and to Your 


ſaith of Chriſt |. God according to his-mer<"rq, 5 
9 hath ſaved us by the laver of regeneration and renewing of "the Holy Ghoſt,” 

o Clit he ra thed Ht ears the temple of Godin Co. 5, 
end that the ſpirit of God dwelleth in you? ( thay is, Do ye not underftand: 
this to be a common property and privilege of Chri ians, ſuch as yepro- 

your ſelves to be?) And. the union of all Chriſtians into one body, .- 
doth, according to St. Pau, reſult from this one Spirit, asa common ſoul, co; 12. " 
parted to them all, inanimating and auating the whole body, - arid 
every 


þ! 
* X 
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every member thereof. For 7 one Spirit we are all baptized into one body, 

whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free, and have been all made ;, 

drink of one ſpirit.” And it hath been the doQtrine conſtantly with general 

conſent delivered. in and by the Catholick Church, thar to all perſons, by 

the holy myſtery . of Baptiſm: duly initiated into Chriſtianity, and admit. 

ted into the communion of Chriſt*s body, the grace of the Holy Spirit is 
communicated,. enabling them to perform the conditions of piety and yir. 

© 420, £uewhich they undertake; and continually watching over them for accom. 
"+2. pliſhment ofthoſepurpoſes; which Spirit they arc admoniſhed nor to reſi 
Phil. 2. 13. toabuſe, to grieve, toquench; butto uſe it well, and improve its graceto 
21 i the: working out their ſalvation.. Thus much concerning the reſult of our 
Sayiour's performances, in this kind, in reſpett to the community of Chri. 

ttians, we learn from the holy Scripture and Eccleſiaſtical Tradition inter- 

preting it ; whence we may diſcern, that the communications of grace dy 

not always flow from any | wing love or abſolute dectee concerning men, 

bur do commonly proceed from the general kindneſs and mercy of God; 

by our Lord procured for mankind ; and conſequently we may thence col- 
fect, that ſomewhat of this nature is to the ſame purpoſe, from the ſame 
ſource, and upon the ſame accompr,. alſo granted and diſpenſed to others, 
Unto ChriZtians indeed this great benefit, ( for the reward, the encourage. 
ment, the ſupport of their fauhz- and for promoting their obedience, who 
are.in a nearer capacity and more immediate tendency to falvation) is in 
amore plentiful meaſure, and a more conſpicuous manner diſpenſed; but 
that belides that diſpenſation, :there have been other (not ſo plainlyſigni- 
fied,.or expreſly promiſed, yer really imparted) communications of grace, 
in vittue of our Saviour's merits, there are (beſide the main reaſon alled- 
|  ged, inferring it from our Lord's being the Saviour of all men.) divers 
Ep by " _pood induce ents to beligve., .For even thoſe ark dope to whom upoa 
Luke 24. 45. their faith the Holy S it's promiſed and beſtowed, are by previous Opt» 
Matt 10.17 rations of God's rage (,opening their minds, inclining their heart, and 
4 ap 8 3. tempering their. affetions) induced to embrace Chriſtianity, faitl it ſelf 
ts. ew Jofhions Rrromerk, alpihes, PORN gift of God, and a fruit of the Holy Spirit, 
ineſe Dei notitian ," nec" quenquam, ine; And before Gur Saviour's coming all good men have 
Chrifts naſci, & 'nqu hahere ſeninis | is ſe thereby, been inſtructed and enabled todo well. And 
ſapientie, juftitiay reliquarnKmque' wirtu b for 34 ſ "he | el . d, . | 
rum. Und: multi abſque fide, @ Evare, DEforeany ſpecial revelation made, or any particular 
gelio Chriſti wal fadienter fatinnt ali9us” Covenant, enacted ( before the encloſure of a parti- 
wel ſaniid, Oc. Hieron in Galat. 1, © i cular People or Church, the confinement of God's 
extraordinary preſence ahd” ptovidence to one place ). divine grace ap- 

pears diffuſed over ſeveral Nations, being watchful in guiding. and-mo- 
ving men to good, and withdrawing them from evil; neither is theirrea- 
. * Ton why {uth an'appropriation of ſpecial gracesand bleſſings (upon ſpecial 

_ * teaſohs) unto ſonie ſhould be conceived to limit or contrat God's gene- 

rat favour, 'or-ro withdraw. his ordinary, graces from others. God turely 

Eph. 2. 4. ( wha 5, man's oy baker, F ich in mer cy 5 yea, hath " Spbanes]e mart ya" 
2. 7- |S, (an oe if trot ) 1s not ſo poor or parſimonious, that 
being liberal to' ſome ſhould render him ſparing toward others ; his grace 

Ss Kee 2 Pay th wh 1s riot. ike the Sea, which If. 3t overflow upon one 
a yur Exe quay manga, univer- ſhore, muſt therefore retire from another ; if 1t 
firati bominumt diyine providentle. cara grow deep in one place, muſt become ſhallower in 
defuerit.: Qui leet | exceptum ftbi* p03 * 'an other Is the Spirit of the Lord ſtraitned? it 84 
pulum Jpecialifur, ad pictarem direxerit ti in * Micha: *" Fro Land ned at all 
inflitutis, nuli ramen nationi_hominum Queſtion in * Micha; and, Is my han ſhortne gt all, 
bonitatis ſux dima' ſubtraxit &: De For that it. CANnBO0t redeem £2 1s 2other queſt! on mn Eſa: 


65. Web. + fe 0 No; The Lord's hand is not ſhortned that it cannot ſave, 
Mic. 2.7. Iſa,50.3- $9. te | 
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nor his ear heavy, that it cannot hear ; at any time, 
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in a0Y- lace; he. is no leſs able, no leſs ready than he-ever was to afford 
help ro his poor creatures, where-ever it. i5 needful or opportyne. _ As | 
there was of old; an: Abimilech-among the Philiftines, whom God by, ſpe- Gen. 26. +. 
cial warning dererr'd from commiſſion of {fin ; a divine . Melchiſedeck 25.8. 
among the Cananites ; a diſcreet and honeſt Jetro in Madiap; a.very re- 
wh 6 . by ] £ nn 1 * 1824 l I Exod. 18. 

igious and vertuous Job in Arabia ; who by complying with God's grace 

did evidence the communication thereof in 1n ſeveral Nations; fo it 1s fiot 
utireaſonable to. ſuppoſe the like cauſe now, although we cannot by like rug 
atteffation certifie concerning the particular effe&s thereof. We may at por , $2v1hs 
aft diſcern and ſhew very conſpicuous footſteps of divine grace, working **:*** 79 
Þs TNF , . s | . . 4 "OT 6 þ h\ x, ” {A071 
apart, and producing no deſpicable fruits,of moral virtue, ofjuſtice/and i #»wa 
honeſty, temperance and ſobriety, benignity and bounty, courage andicoh- <=: alex: 
fancy in worthy enterpriſes, meeknels, patience, modeſty; pruderice and 


diſcretion ; yea, of piety and devotion in ſome man- ” . 
gr) even among Pagans, which if we do not allow —Mortalen vitar batoſtare poſſunt, ecer- 
tohave: been. in all reſpeQs ſo complete, as to inſtate roar gs 3 EN rroper is Fe 
the perſons endewed with them, or praQtifers of [NNE 
them in God's favour, or to bring them to ſalvation; ( proceſs ad ſain:tn) © Aug. Proſper, 
yetthoſequalitiesand aQtions (in degree, orin matter Fvlgent &e) 
atleaſt, ſo good, and ſo conformable to God's law) Sho. 

| . Nemo lr, magnus {ing aliquo affiatu 
we can hardly deny ro have been the gifts of GOd, divine Unquam tuit, Cic, de Nat. deorum 
and the effes of divine grace ; they at lealt themſelves 21 ſ«# fu 1 | 
acknowledged ſo much; (for, Nalla ſine Deomens bo 
weſt, No mind i good without Goa, ſaid Seneca ; and, Jak ns 4 EL 
Mg wolen aire mug yrouirn. i aguli, cis mepire]es, ſolim wituperare. non poſſumes, ſed etiam 
Virtue appears to proceed from a divine diſpenſation $a III, - Fiat. Bina. 
to' them who partake of it , ſaid Socrates) and, Avg. arp &, bir 27, 
dlderrar QUoeis, dup ofyTINUOr Wu wiletw © EKEHS 6047 75 T e595 Fj 
Tr igaTHY prog Ineiay ravurriofpive, Nov]ci wt wvire $68 o CuminlogOr 4.69 72 3 Theg. 
4d upoilc pong xeieguoias The beſt-natured ſouls being conſtituted; in the 
'middle between the higheſt virtue and extreme wickedneſs, do need God.to be 
their ſuccourer and aſibant in the inclining. and leading them to the better 
fide; faith Mex. Tyr, XXII. St. Auſtin himſelf, who feems the leaſt fa- 
vourable in his judgment concerning their, ations and {tate, who calls 
their virtues but images and ſhadows of virtue ( oz veras, ſed veriſimiles) =O 4-4 _ 
ſplendid ſins; acknowledges thoſe virtuous diſpoſitions and deeds to be ; wu ot 
& oifts of God, to be laudable, to procure fome reward, to avail fo 
far, that they, becauſe of them, ſhall receive a more tolerable and mild 
treatment from divine. juſtice ; which things conſidered, ſuch perſons do 
atleaſt by virtue of grace imparted ro them obtain ſome part of ſalvati- 
on, or an imperſeCt kind of ſalvation, which they owe to our Lord, and 
inregard whereto he may be called in a fort theirQav7ozr. 
\+>But although the torrent of natural pravity hath }. | = 66 
prevailed fo far, as that we cannot aſſign, or normi- = 7oleratilius puniuntur, Minis Fabri- 
nate any ( among thoſe, who have lived out of the wh fronts Fac » op Tg boO Woe: 
pale) who certainly or probably have obtained falva- bus nm plurimim deviands. Aug, 
tion, yet doth it not follow thence that a ſufficient a 
race was wanting to them. The moſt univerſal praftice contrary to the 
tents of grace doth not evince a defect of graces. For we ſee that the 
ame cauſe hath in a manner univerſally overborn and defeated other 
means and methods deſigned and diſpenſed by God for the inſtruction and 
emendation of Mankind. | Y pon wi 
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Gen, 6. 3. 


Neh. 9. 20. 


Iſa. $. 4. 
Pal. I 4 


Rom.  # 21- 


1 Kings 19. 
I4z 18, 


Pſal. 145. 9. 


no more than one Family was bettered; or ſaved thtby. God by bo 
by 


as 4 S13% 


wickedneſs; with an honeſt heart, to obſerve the laws of reaſon and gh 
teouſneſs; in ſuch a manner and degree, which God might accept; foth 

the grace afforded might not only fufficere omnibus in teſt imonium (ſuffice 
to convince all men ) but quibuſaam in remedium ( to correct axd-cure ſome.) 
as that Writer de Voc. Gent. ſpeaks. The conſideration of God's natureand 
providence doth ſerve farther to perſuade the truth of this aſſertion, If 
God be rich i» mercy and bounty toward all his-creatures, as ſuch: (and ſuclf 
he frequently aſſerts himſelf to hi ) if he be all-preſent, and all-provident, 
as he certainly 'is, how can we conceive-him to ftand as an unconterned 
ſpeQator of what men do, in'affaits'of' this conſequence ?/ that he ſhoold 
be preſent beholding men to run precipitantly'into'defperate miſchiefsand 
miſcarriages, without offering to ſtay or obſtrut them ; ſtruggling with 
their vices and follies, without affording them "ny rehef or turtherance; 


aſſaulted by ſtrong temptations, withour yielding any ſypport or ſubcour ; 


Pal. 23.8. 


Pſal. 103. 4. 
145. I6, 
107. 9, 

AQs 14. 17. 


panting after reſt and eaſe, without 'vouchſafing ſome/guidance and' afli- 
ſtance toward the obtaining them? how can” he ſee' men” invincibly er- 
ring and inevitably ſinning, without making good what the P/almiſt ſays 
of him: Good and upright 1s the Lord, therefore will he tedth" finmers in the 
way; to withhold his grace in ſuch caſes {eemeth ' inconſiſtent with the 
kind and compaſſionate nature of God, efpecially ſuch as now it ſtands, 
being reconciled to mankind, by the Mediator of God and men , Chriſt Je- 
ſus. He alſo, that is ſobountifull and indulgent toward all-men in regard 
to their bodies and temporal eſtate ; who preſerveth their life from deftr us 
ion, who proteQeth them continually from danger 'and miſchief ; who 
-openeth his hand, and ſatisfieth the deſires of every living thing, who ſati/- 
eth the longing ſoul, and filleth the hungry ſoul with goodneſs, Who (as 
St. Paul ſpeaketh ) filleth mens hearts with food and: platineſs, is" it likely 
that he ſhould altogether negle& their ſpiritual welfare ;' and/leaverheir 
ſouls utterly deſtitute of all | HS or comfort; that he ſhould ſuffer 
them to lie fatally expoſed to eternal death and ruine ; without —_—_ 
| | any 


\ and All things, will he withhold from any that beſt 


him; and he with me (that is, Behold, I allure every man tothe 
ledge and embracing of Chrittianity ; if any man will open bis mind 
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any means of redreſs or recoyery? to conceive ſo of God, ſeemed very un, 


reaſonable even to a Pagn Philoſopher ; Do you think (faith Max. Tyrizs) Max. Tyr. 
that divination, poetry, and ſuch like things, are by divine inſpiration inſinua- Diff. XXIT. 
ted into mens ſoals, and that vertue (ſo much better, and ſo much rarer 


_ athing) s the work of moral art? you have "pin 


4-worthy conceit of God, who take him to be liberal in {HM ToWid%uv youiCere 72 fer, mg 
beftowing mean things, and ſparing of better 5% He #1 74 pada, xande t; dovoyus Tags: 


” , a Oo Si co xevas wor, Te bo) Ta xe] &F0ggy 
that (as St. Paul ſaith) giveth to all men life, breath, . . Ats 17. 25. .. 


of gifts, and moſt worthy of him to ive, that grace, whereby he may be 
able to ſerve him, to praiſe him, to glorify him, yea, to vleake phy rati- 
fy him ; to fave a creature and ſubject of his ; e thing whereif he fo 
much delighteth? From hence alſo, that God hath, vouchſafed general te: 385 '4 T7. 
timonies of his goodneſs, inducements to ſeek him, footſteps whereby rom, 1 19. 
he may be diſcovered and known, a light of reaſon and law of nature 2, 15. 
written upon mens hearts; attended with fatisfaQtions, and checks of con- 
ſcience; {o many diſpoſitions . to knowledge and obedience (as St. Paul 
teacheth us) we may colleQ that he is not deficient in communicating 
interiour aſſiftances,, promoting the good uſe and improvement of thoſe 
ralents ; for that otherwiſe the beſtowing tliem is fruſtraneous and uſe- 
leſs; being able to produce no good effect j yea, it rather is an argument 
of unkindneſs, being apt onely to produce an ull effet in thoſe, upon 
whom it is conferr'd ; an aggravation of fin, an accumulation of guilt and 


” 
«x73 T ' 
4 . 


' wrath upon them. 


If it be faid, that haviog ſuch grace is idconſiſient with the want of gh 
explicit knowledge of Chriſt, and of faith in him; why may not we fay, ' 
that as probably (ſo St. Chryſoſtome, vid. Mont. App. I. ) moſt good peo- 


' Ple before our Lord's coming received grace without any ſuch knowledge 


or faith ; that as to Idiots and Infants our Saviour's meritorious perfor- 

mances are applied ( in a manner unknowable by us ) without ſo much 
as a Capacity to know or believe any thing ; that ſo we / to whom God's Rom. 31. 33: 
judgments are inſcrutable, and his ways uninveſtigable) know not how 

grace may be communicated unto, and Chriſt's merits may avail fot other 

lsnorant perſons ? , in reſpeQt to whom we may . apply that of :Saint £ 
hs : The light ſhineth in darkneſs, and the darkneſs comprehended it not. Jobn. 1. 5. 
However that ſuch perſons may. have a grace capacifying them-to ar- 

nve to that knowledge and faich, to which fuller communications of 

= are promiſed ; ſo that in reaſonable eſteem (as we ſhall preſently 

new ) the revelation of Evangelical Truth and the gift of faith may he apoc. 3. 20. . 
ſuppoſed to be conferred upon all men---- ſo that we may apply to them Ei 7v2a0ti70 
that in the Revelation ; Behold, I ſtand at the Aoor and knock ; if any man, ot 


ce 


: / : wal mY | 477 cnagliar.,” 
will hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in unto him, and Jap with Joh. 9. 41. 


nOW- 15.22, 


and heart ; ſo as to comply with my ſolicitations, I am ready to beſtow 

upon him the participation of Evangelical mercies and Blefſings ) and to 

ſuch perſons thoſe promiſes and rules 1n the Goſpel, may appertain; Ae; c,. 0; 

that asketh receiveth, He that ſeeketh findeth ; to him that knocketh it ſhall be 13. 

opened : The heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him. 

He that is » inecicw n153, ( faithful in the uſe of the leaſt grace ) ſhall”. be re- Luke 16: 17. 

warded. And, to him that hath (or that diligently keepeth and huſ- 1G. a6 

bandeth what he hath ) ſell, more be given, | 
And how God ſometimes dealeth with ſuch perſons the eminent inſtan- 

ces of St. Paul any Cornelizzs do ſhew. But concerning this point I ſpake 

ſomewhat before, and have perhaps Dy too large now ; I ſhall only add 


. that 


16. 26; 
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X | SPE EEery by nn... 
. . The Doftrine of Univerſal Redempticn Vol: I: 
| b. | a R WET 6 KT as... 
ES ©. * that ſaying of the wiſe Writer de Voc. Gen, A pious 
Puts: quod is ſenſus non debeat in e#  njd (faith he) ſhould noe, IT think, be troubled at that 
queſtione turbari,” quam Je omnium nom, 0: 11: Þ, 55 made concerning the co | 
omniun hominum conyerſione generatur.; fi q eſt c0N, W he : as nverſion of all, 
ea que Clare ſunt non de his que occulta OY Ot all men if we will not obſcure thoſe things which 
ſunt obſcuremus, &+ dum procaciter .nſifti=. 4.9 cloxr by thoſe things which are ſecret; and while 
mus clauſes exciudamu 'ab apereiy, ' FC. ' x.» "SE | Diver : 
Lf: ia eape'8- + L : we wantonly inſiſt upon things ſhat up, we be not excly. 
{a 0000 "BE E050 ded from thoſe which are open and plain : whichineffe& 
is the ſame with this; that ſince we are plainly taught, that our Lord is 
the Saviour of all,men; and it 1s coplequent thence that he hath procured 
grace fufficiently Gpacifying all men to obtain ſalvation; we need.not 
erplex-the buſineſs, 'or obſcure ſo apparent a truth by debating how that 
grace is imparted ; or by Iabouring overmuch in reconciling the diſpenſt. 
tion thereof with'other diſpenſations of providence. 
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The Dodrine of Univerſal Redemption aſlerted 


and explaind. * 


| 1 .-Tim. IV. 10. 

---—- T he on God ; who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially of 
2» thoſe that believe. | 

5. FESUS is the Saviour of all men, as the conduQter of all men in- 

to and through the way of ſalvation. It 1s a very proper title, 

| and molt due to thoſe brave Captains, who by their wiſdom and 

| valour haye freed their Countrey from ſtraits and oppreſſions. So were 

thoſe Judges and Princes , who anciently delivered i/rae! from their ene- 

Neh. 9. 27. mes, commonly ſtyled: In the time of their trouble ( ſay the Levites n 

| Nehemiah ) when they cried, unto thee thou heardft them from heaven, and 

actording to thy manifold mercies thou gaveſt them Saviours, who ſaved them 


Judg. 3: 9415 out of the hand of the enemy; (o are Othniel and Ehud particularly called; 


ans 7-3 and Moſes ſignally : The ſame ( faith St. Stephen of him) did God ſend to 
be agxovla 8, dulguriv, 4 Commander and a Saviour ( or Redeemer ) to the 
chilaren of Iſrael ; for that he by a worthy and happy condu& did irec 
them from the Egyprian ſlavery. And thus was Demetrius by the Atheni- 
ans (for his delivering them from the Macedoxian ſubjeQtion, and reſtoring 
theiy liberty to them 2 entitled weey/T15 X awring, 4 Benef, aitour and Saviour, 
Heb. 2.10. Thus with greateſt reaſon is Jeſs ſo called, as being en; # cornelay 
Ads 7.35 the Captain of Salvation (ſo he is called by the Apoſtle ro the Hebrews ) 
Heb. 12.2. 4exnyds Cols (the Captain of Life, as St. Peter names him, the chief leader 
Rom, 1.16. unto eternal life) &4xmy3; mire; ( the Captain of our faith; he that hath re- 
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myPics of /truth? which were hidden from ages: and:3enerations, wich ind PR) 


and confirm. The doing which (as haviog ſo much efficacy 'towardſalva« -* oY 


them ; Goin into the world, make all nations diſciples, teachi 
fave all that I commanded you. Going into the world, preach 


Os 


eſteem )"iſaved"all mes;\ we are authorized by: theo wa ae 65, Cor. 9. 32. 
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\ae'ightRom. 11. 14. 
| oy 2 Tim-3. 15: 
* , » o0Plont og 


ug them to-ob+ Mat. 28: 19. 
>} 


t0"every 'creature (or to the whole caeation:-) So it' ought'to..be, that in: byes ©. . "ogg 
name ſhould be preached repentance ana remiſſion:of ſins un: all:Natious;: And; © 
luch'was 'the tenour of the Apoſtolical commiſſion »Fhou (balt be witneſs xg; ... wm 
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for hi roward all men; ſaid Ananixs to St. Paul.: Accordingly, incomph- 6. t7: 


ith thoſe orders, did the 4poſtles, in-God's name;! rattruct and ad- 


mopiſh'all men, ppainly reaching, feriouſly-.inviting+to, ſtrongly perſug: 


ding and earneftly-entreating all men to embrace the truth, :an 


benefits 


capyrbe 
of the Goſpel, and 1 LR be ſaved': The:times of 1216 Adts 17. 30. 
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As 2. 40. viſion, # hat wee). preſent; every, may, | 
{ or: rewder every henca geo? Chriſtian: Jin Thus was the Goſpel 
cording ito- NOISES and. LY ; ($as; Io Pal fant 
Col. 1. 23. ths holei\61emtiay o#pder ws, men; 


ah, men. t0h6; and to. 
(Tis confuhaae grin FA 64th How own Our: hard, (in regard $0. rhe. names 

this kind );'s the commgn;,$ayiou 
oak EPA the wrong to rode 
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Ron 10. 14. have woe ry meine n -:5þ 
Toithis 4 Ga I of : 
-1:\That God's intentions ate, not. to be. ARON bo nor x his 
Ges eſtirgated by events, depending on. the.continfeticy, & fhumanes 
ons;: but: by his owndeclarations and precepts, together; with the ordina- 
proviſion. of conipetent means, in theirawn natureſufligient toprody 
ke s, Whioh Me declares himſelf ta inzend;.or, 10perform., What 
he.rev "Himſelf 40 Gligs he doth. really:deſign-it; what he-ſaysy that 
he performeth, he.(according to moral-efteem, that is{0 far as to.ground | 
. duties of gratitude and honour , proceedings of juſtice and reward) doth 
| perform, although the thing.npon other accompts be nox. effeQted., «1, 
'Thus, for inſtance, God would have.Mll-men to live topether here.i in 
eace, in order, in health, cotwveniertlys; comfortably; ;chearfully ;.acoor- 
. to-reaſon, "with vertue and/juſtice; and in the beſt tate toward haps : 
* pineſs;: for theſe purpoſes he hath endewed.them with, reaſonablefacul- 
ries, be hath engraven on their-minds a natural law, he: hath furniſhed 
them with all ſorts of inſtruments and helps: conducible to thoſe endg,i he 
promoteth them by' diſpenſations of providence, and (probably) by.nter- 
nab influences of -prace oa; ys often all-rho&::means-{by.the Perferings 
and fiupidity of ! men ) 0.prove ineffeQtual, ſo that-wars, difor 
ſeaſes, :vices, iniquitiesand opreſlions, troubles and miſeries do comman- 
ly abound-ip the-world, Likewiſe God defires, that in,his Church know- 
ledge and piety, peace; and charity, and good order ſhould grewand flou- 
riſh; to which'purpoſes he hath appointed Teachers to inſtru; and 60> 
| vernows to watchover his People ; he hath obliged each man to adviſeand 
ailmioniſh his brother; he hath: declared holy precepts. and rules. of pra- 
ice; he hath pro unded vaſt encouragements and rewards, and threat- 
ned dreadful dar efits; he hath promiſed and doth afford requiſite af- 
filtatces ; bag himſelf always prokint and ready to promote thoſe ends 
by/his grace; yo cynibliznio by the: voluntary. neglect or abuſe of 
theſe means ( the guides being blind, negligent, ugfaithfull.; orithe peo 
ple being indocil, tluggiſh; reiraftury; or both perverced with bad aſe afle< 
100s 
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mate It:ever bliZed eve man to con- 
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{ who B&riot Fugh HP WH dohe'in the world ; ,orif by .mens:vo- 
y ſHurring'4 heir e yes; or {t6 In 


1'the Prophetical: rob: arj AbilhOne) God's heavelly truth 


Feeurerh''nof univefally RnoWf'; *tis'not: 'reaſonable to impute As de> ; 


lence to God; or to" eonceive* Fm therkfbrenot univerſally-to deſire and 


_ def mens inftruRtion and falyation conſequetit thereon... .Ler me. i 


the or arr of this matter) prit'a caſe, gr pe fropae oynd-aſfimilitude; 
þ great Kingdom confiſting'vf ſeveral 


om their Sovereigh ; diſclaiming his we , negletting and dif- 
eff his Taws ; "That the* q 


ard them (and* upon' oth 


'good er Reins moving 


fed vengeante, ſhould grint a general pardon and ety, itt, 


Epfonce to his laws fdetlared'to' chem. ſhould be received. into 
punity, en joy joy" proteCtion, and obtain rewards from him. Fagher 

beth e i Sfecoeng is * aye intene, ſuppoſe that he ne appoint Ind 

rntonere Mei Foge rs, tmpowering and yo ing them to divulge the 


nw. that" theſe Meſſengers ſhould go Ft Ned ſeat themſelves only'in 
ſome Provirices-of thar Kingdom,” proclaiming this univerſal pardon, Choy 
verfal as to the delign, and as to the tenour th of) only, in-thoſe; neg- 
farther, they ſhould be 

rejefted and repelled; or that from any the like cauſe ri knowledge a 
ſhould not reach to ſomeremotrer Provinces; it is plain, that indeed the 
e& of that pardon would be obſtrufted by ſuch a carriage. of the "affair ; 
bir the tenour.of that at would not thereby be altered ;\nor would rhe 
failure in execution” ( conſequent upon the Miniſters or the peoples misbe- 


-haviour) detraQt from the real amplitude of the Prince's intent ; no more, 


than the willful incredulity, * refuſal, or non-compliarict” of ſorne perſons 
Where the bufineſs is provichied and notified, would Pe the ſame. 
'Tis plain the Prince meant favourably toward all, agd provided carefully 
tor them ; although by accident (not imputable ro Tels the defigned Hh 
vours and benefits do not reach all. The caſe. ſo plainly fares our purpoſe, 
that I need not. make any nd we The boy Fathers do by ſeveral like 
hoy Go to illuſtrite this matter, and ſomewhat to aſſoll'the 
hey. compare our Saviour tothe' Sun, who ſhines indiferent- 
ly to A he world, although there be ſome private corners and {ecrer 


"eaves; 
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5 theit' ears (as the Jews dichof old: © 


1nces ſhould have to. | 
"Prmee} out of is goodneſs 208 Hah - 


j: 
| FR or upos. theſe condiri6iis, that 'whoeyer' of: thoſe rebels willingly - 
I come in, d&knowledge his fault, and: promiſe future layal yall; or | 
Vour 


Srace'to all he? Pedple of that Kingdom. ' Admits: 
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ſed quis non ones nuedicinam evpeturty 
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Joh. howil. 7. 
_ El gorice mera Zr3qures SEX aver Aid. again he puts.the queſtion, I} 


neſs ro impute their deſtruttion untai, 
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gUoiy i oxbTwot Suvivere, 28 w2e3. 7 in darkneſs, a from, the wickedneſs of thoſe who wil» 


xaxuoray  Gnov]]l dwogrpuyloy baviess +3. | | 
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Myſticus Sol ille juſtitie ommibus ortus eft, omnibus venit, omnibur paſſur eft &f omnibus reſurrexit — ſs quis' aw 
tem non credit in Chriffums generali beneficio ſe fraudat, ut fi quis clanſis fenefiris radivs ſolis excludat, non ide 
Sol non ortus eft onmibus, Ec. Amb. in Pſal,1 18, Ser. 8, R748 | «0 

$i. dies ornibus equaliter naſcitur, & fi Sol. ſuper omnes pari & aquali luce diffunditur, quonto mogisChriſtus 


4 Pn 


Sol Of dies werns, in Eccleſia ſua Inmen yite &terne pari aqualitate largitur ? Cypr. Ep. 96. _ 


——6 dig red "i. & gold 5 x50w, St. Gregory Naziauzenreſembles the grace of, Bap- 
5 pay aIN93AS, oy ROOWNS SR. tiſm (as toits community. and freedom of uſe Y'to 
Naz. Or#f- 40. "Ne ky 4 . SET SF 1 HA 
+ the breathing of the air, tothe ſpreading of. light, 
to the vicifſitude of ſeaſons, to the aſpe& of the creation ; things moſt ob- 
vious and common to all. g | 


If this anſwer do not fully ſatisfie, Lad 


oyn farther, F 
2, That God beſide that ordinary proviſion is ready to. interpoſe extra- 
ordinarily in diſcloſing his truth to, them who are worthy of {uch favour 
and fit to receive it: .and that God's general deſire and deſign of reveal: 
ing his truth to all men is very well conſiſtent with his providential ( os 
only 


am t#= K+ 5 wo _ ot —— A —_ _.- - , Tor "OY 


A 4 


Serm. XLI. Fr eTs aſſerted an1 explained. | | 40g. 


onely negative and permiſſive, but even; poſitive and aQtive ) withhold- 
ing the diſcovery thereof from ſome perſons, yea ſome. Nations ; for-that 
neither his wiſdom, goodneſs, or juſtice might permit him, . thathe 
ſhould impart-that revelation .to ſuch perſons whom he ſeeth altogether 
indiſpoſed ro comply therewith, and unfit to profit thereby ; who-have 
extremely abuſed the leſſer graces and not improved or miſ-1mproved the 
leſſer talents afforded: them ; detained inferiour truths in-unrighteouſneſs, _ 
and: have not liked to retain God in their knowledge, - have. therefore ' juſtly Rom. 1. 18. 
been delivered -up to a reprobate ſenſe ; who have ſo depraved. their 28 
minds with wicked prejudices and afteQtons, that the truth being offered 
to-thern, they would certainly either ſtupidly neglect it, or ſcornfully. re- 
ject it, (or if admitting ir in ſhew) would unworthily abuſe it ; fo that 
from the imparting the means of knowing it, noglory- to God, -no. bene- 
fit to man would accrue, but rather contempt of Godz.and prejudice to 
men would enſue upon it: there are ſome perſons of that wickedand Gi- pg. 40. is, 
gantick diſpoſition ( contraQted by evil practice) thatſhould one; gffer to 
inſtruct them in truth, or move them to piety, , would be ready, to-ſay 
with Polyphernus 1n Homez. : | Eh TR OT | 
Thr & g Sep, © Thabo Jer. AnArF 27, +, <A. MM 
*  bro@ DIES; drnldw apes? 10.2 3d,» Os 
Friend, you are a fool, or a great ſirahger to me, do 
who adviſeſt me to fear or regard the Detty, © ps 
Or ( which .is the ſame) with Pharaoh”: Who # the Lord, that 1 ſhould obey Exol. 5. 2. 
his voice ? I know not the Lora, neither will T let Ijrag 20,:( or neither. will | 
[doe as you in God's name admoniſh me.) who like that unhappy. Prince, py. x. 24. 
by no efficacy of arguments, no wonders of power. are, to be canvinced 
of their folly, or converted: from their wickedneſs.: ſome, ke thoſe of 
Chorazin and Bethſaida, whom not all the powerfull diſcourſes ſpoken to 
them, all the mighty works done in them, ſufficient to have brought Tyre Luke 11. 33+ 
and $:doy to repentance) can induce to mind or. obey the truth :' unto 
which ſort of people ( except upon ſome parizcular occafions, and for ſpe- 
cial reaſons) it 15 not expedient that divine truth {hould be expoſed, .We 
may alſo obſerve how our Lord being asked by St. Jade a queſtion like 
toours; Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifeſt thy ſelf unto us, and not to Joh. 14. 22. 
the world ? | thus reſolves it ; If a man love me he will keep my words, and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him and make our abode with 
bim : implying the ordinary reaſon of God's making a difference in the 
diſcoveries of himſelf to be the previous diſpoſition and behaviours of men 
toward God; and interpretatively toward our Lord himſelf, 
That God doth commonly obſerve this method ( plainly ſuitable tg di- 
vine juſtice, wiſdom and goodneſs) to diſpenſethe revelation of his truth 
according to mens diſpoſition to receive it, and aptneſs to make. a fruit- 
full and worthy uſe of it, to bring forth. fruits worthy of repentance, As ya x. 8. 
daint John Baptiſt ſpake ; and to withhold it from thoſe who are indiſpo- 1 Cor. 12. 7. 
led to admir ir, or unfit toprofit by it : we may from divers expreſs paſ- 
ſages and notable inſtances ( beſide many probable intimations ) of Scrip- 
ture learn, We may on the one hand obſerve, that thoſe whom our Savi- 
our did chuſe to cali, were perſons diſpoſed ealily upon his call to comply : 
to forſake their Fathers, and their nets ; to leave their receipts of cuſtome ; 14. 4, 8. 
to relinquiſh all ( relations, occupations, eſtates) and to follow him; faith- Joh: 1. 24,37. 
tull 1/7-4c/ites, Without guile, like Nathapael (that is, as is probably con- 945% 'S: 27- 
Ftured St. Bartholomew) men honeltly devout, and charitable, like Zz- John IK 
chews; that he choſe to converſe with publicans and ſinners, men apt to Luke 19. 8,9. 
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apt to ſee their need of mercy and grace,” and therefore ready to entertain 
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the overtures of them : that he blefſes God'for revealing his myſteriesto 
babes ( to innocent and well-meaning, imprejudicate and uncorrupted 
perſons) ſuch as if men were not, they (could in no-wiſe enter intothe 
Kingdom of heaven, or become Chriltians ;''thoſe poor iz ſpirit, of whom is 
the Kjngdom of heaven ; thoſe fooliſh things which God chuſes as moſt fit 
objeAs of his mercy and grace ; that he enjoyn'd his Diſciples, in: their 
travels for the promulgation and propagation of the Goſpel, to inquire 
concerning the worthineſs or fitneſs of perſons, and accordingly to. make 
more cloſe applications to them : ( Into what City or Village ye exter, ey. 
quire who therein is worthy; and-entring in abide there ) of this procees 
ding we have a notable inſtance in Cornelis, who for his honeſt pier 

(correſpondent to the proportion of knowledge vouchſafed him) was {6 
acceptable to God, thar in regard thereto he obtained from him the reve. 
larion'of truth in a peculiar and extraordinary manner. And St. Paul was 
another moſt remarkable example thereof; who for the like reaſon. wasfo 
wonderfully called, as himſelf intimates, deſcribing himſelf to have been 
Cnxwris 247, Sealouſly affetted toward God; according. to the righteouſneſs in the 
law, blameleſs; one that had continually * behaved himſelf with all good 
conſcience toward God; who even in the perſecution of God's truth did pro. 
ceed with an honeſt meaning and according to his conſcience, for which 
cauſe he ſaith, that God had mercy on him ; foreſeeing how willingly he 
would embrace the truth, and how earneſtly promote it : we may alſoob- 
ſerve, how in the 4s of the Apoſtles, the Holy Spirit commonly direc- 
ted the Apoſtles toſuch places, where a competent number of people were 
well diſpoſed to receive the truth ; wlio were «739: os 7h Bameiar F bi, 
well-diſpoſed to the Kjngdom of heaven, and conſequently by God's fore- 
hght » ( vilayuirer vis Lol alanior) Ordained to have the word of eternal 
life ( the 72 o)veloy $43, AS it 1s 1N a parallel place called ) diſcoyered to 


them; ſuch people as the Berzans, men ingenuous and traftable; who 


AQts18. 9. 


As 16. 10, 


Euſeb. F. 1. 


Sap. 6, 7-4 


Matt. y 3 Go 


conſequently entertained the word, @ «one meowuia, With all prompti- 
tude and alacrity, To ſuch perſons God ſometimes by extraordinary re- 
velation directed the Apoſtles to preach; as to the Corinthians, 1n re- 
ſpe to whom, the Lord ſpake to St. Paul in a viſion, ſaying, Fear not, 
bat ſpeak and be not ſilent, for T am with thee, becauſe ----- 10x05 Ri or dave, 
there is for me much people in this City; much people whom I ſee diſpoſed 
to comply with my truth, So in behalf of the Macedonians, evir ns Maxidir, 
a certain man of Macedonia was in a viſion ſeen to St. Paul, exhorting him 
and ſaying, Paſſing into Macedonia help as : thus on that hand doth God 
take ſpecial care that his truth be manifeſted to ſuch, as zre fitly qualif- 
ed to embrace it and uſe it well: thus is God ready to make good that 
anſwer of Pothinas ( Biſhop of Lions, and immediate ſucceſſour' to St, Ire- 
news ) to the Prefeit, who asking him who was the Chriſtians God, was afl- 
ſwered, i» i; d::@ y1&ey, If thou be worthy, thou ſhalt know; thus (as the 
W iſe-man divinely ſaith) the divine wiſdom, atiss auras Treigyt]a Cnraoty 
Goeth aboat ſeeking ſuch as are worthy of her ; ſheweth her ſelf favourable unto 
them in their ways, and meeteth them in every thought. | 
And on the other hand, that God with-heſas the ſpecial diſcoveries 
of his truth, upon accoynt of mens indiſpoſitions and demerits, may like- 
wiſe very plainly appear. We may ſuppoſe our Lord to have obſerved 
himſelf, what he ordered to his Diſciples ; Not ro give that which is holy to 
dogs, nor to caſt their pearls before ſwine ( not to expoſe the holy and pre- 
tious truth to very lewd and fierce People, who would ſoarl at it and 
trample upon it ) we may allow God in his diſpenſation of his truth wo 
orace 
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race to do, what ye bids the Apoſtles to do: before he enters into any - 
houſe, or applies himſelfto any perſon, to * examine whether the honſe or *'EZeraQers. 
perſon be es x ; that 1s willing to receive him, and apt to treat him 
well; if not, to decline them. Our Lord we fee did leave even his own Mar. 6. s. 
Country, ſeeing men there were not diſpoſed to uſe him with due ho- 
nour and ragard ; ſeeing; they were poſſeſſed with vain prejudices, apt to 
obſtruQ the efficacy of his divine in{trvuQtions nnd miraculous performan-' 
ces; fo that he was not likely (according to the ordinary way of divine 
providence) to produce any conſiGerable effect towards their converſion. 
He could not (it 1s ſaid ) do many miracles there, becauſe of their anbelief ; 
he could not, that is ( according to the moſt juſt and wiſe rules he did 
obſerve, he would not do them ; becauſe he perceived the doing them 
would not conduce to any good purpoſe; that they were not apt to look 


/ypon thoſe works as the effeAs of divine power and goodneſs, performed 


Y for their benefit (for inducing them to. faith and repentance) but rather 


"Y 
ab J 
of 
D 
x 


{ *% pagryeu &n' avre; } deteltation and defertion of them : and accordingly 


3 that the doing them would expoſe God's mercy to contempt or reproach, 


at leaſt to neglect or diſregard, Hence our Saviour declined converſing | 
with perſons indiſpoſed to (thoſe 1ux:i, who cannot XyeSar 74 54 T1Wd]S ) x Cor. 2. 14, 
receive benefit by his inſtruQtion and example; to grow wiſer or' better 

by his converſation ; as the Phariſees and Scribes ; men prepoſſeſſed with Mar. a1. 31. 
corrupt opinions and vitious affections, obſtructive to the belief of his 
doarine, and obſervance of his laws; and worldly perſons; proud and 
ſelf-conceited, crafy and deceitful, covetous, ambitious and worldly men, 
incorrigibly tinQtured with that oma The onpxds, carnal wiſdom and afe- ap 


XZ #ion; which is enmity to God; ſo that it is not ſubject to the Law of God, 


nor can be; inextricably engaged in the friendſhip of the World, which isJames 4. 4. 
enmity to God : To ſuch men the Goſpel would certainly be a ſcandal or ' 7997 #75: 
a folly : they would never be able to reliſh or digeſt the doQtrine of pur ; cor. 1. 23. 
rity, ſelf-denial, patience, and the like doctrines oppoſite to carnal ſenſe 

and conceit which it teacheth, From ſuch wiſe and prudent men (con- Mar. r:. 25. 
ceited of their little wiſfdoms, and doting upon their own fancies) God 

did conceal thoſe heavenly myſteries; which they would have deſpiſed 1 Cor. 1. 25. 
and derided : Thoſe many wiſe accoraing to the fleſh, many powerful, many jp, ,. 
noble, God did not chuſe to call into his Church : accordingly we may 

obſerve in the hiſtory of the Apoſtles, that God's Spirit did prohibit the 


'| Apoſtles pomng through ſome places, it diſcerning how unſucceſsful (at 


thoſe ſeaſons in thoſe circumſtances, according to thoſe diſpoſitions of 
men) their preaching would be : Paſſing through Phrygia and Galatia, beg 
ing hindred by the Spirit to ſpeak the word in Aſia; coming to Myſia, they pcs 
aſſayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit ſuffered them not. Moreover there 
is plainly the like reaſon, why God {hould with-hold his ſaving truth from 
ſome people, as why he ſhould withdraw it from others ; when it is 
abuſed or proves fruitleſs : but of ſuch withdrawing we have many plain 
inſtances, attended with the declaration of the reaſons of them, Our Lord Mat. 21. 43: 
propheſied thus concerning the Jews ; T ſay unto you, that the K jngaom of 
God ſhall be taken from you and ſhall be givep to a nation doing the fruits 
thereof; they when-our Saviour would have gathered them under his 
wings wilfully refuſing. Ozr Lord charged his Diſciples, when by any Mar. 10. 14- 
they were repulſed or neglected in their preaching, to leave thole per- 
lons and places ſhaking off the duſt from their feet, in token of an utter 
we ſee them praQtiſing in their Ats ; when they perceived men perverſe- 7% 48 
ly contradiQtious, or deſperately ſenſeleſs and {tupid, fo that they clamour- Ads 18.6. 
ed againſt the Goſpel, and thruſt itfrom _ theyabſtained from ks 

gg . deal- 


mm _ & —— — 


—— O—— 


7 + _—__ 


dealing with them, turning their endeavours other-where, toward perſons 

of a more docile and ingenuous temper; thence more ſuſceptive of Faith 

AR. 12. 46. and repentance: Fo you (ſay Paul and Barnabas to the contradiQting and re. 
28. 26. proachful.Jews ) it was neceſſary that the word of God ſhould firſt have beey 
Aecs-þ ſpoken, but ſeeing you put it from you ( or thruſt it away from you, dxaYig« e7dy) 
and judge your ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, we turn to the Ge. 

tiles, So when the Church of Epheſus was grown cold in charity, and 

deficient in good works, God threatens to remove her Candleſtick ; or 

to withdraw from her that light of truth, which ſhone with fo little 

Ka $745; beneficial influence. It ſeems evident that God for the like reaſons 
(24) 73 may withhold the diſcovery of his truth, or foxbear to interpole his pro. 
Che 7/74 vidence; fo as to tranſmit light thither, where mens deeds are fo evil, that 
John 3. 19. they will love darkneſs rather than light, where their eyes are ſo dim and 
: Cor. 2.16. weak, that the light will but offend and by the having it hurt them; 
where they by the having it declared to them will only incur farther miſ. 

chief and miſery; it would prove to them but 3oui Szrz7s, a deadly ſcent, as 

the moſt comfortable perfumes are offenſive ſometimes and noxious to dis 
{tempered bodies. Wherefore as where the light doth ſhine moſt clearly, 

it is mens voluntary pravity, that by-it many are not effeCtually brought 

to ſalvation ; ſo it 1s mens voluntary depraving and corrupting themſelyes, 

( miſuſing their natural lighr, choaking the ſeeds of natural ingenuity, 
thwarting God's ſecret whiſpers and motions, complying with the ſugge- 

{tions of the wicked one) fo as to be rendred unmeet for the ſuſception 

of God's heavenly truth and grace, which hinders God ( who proceedeth 

ordinarily with men, in ſweet and reaſonable methods, not in way of im- 

petuous violence and coaQtion) from diſpenſing them : we may fay of ſuch 

16.66.-3 inthe words of the Propher, They have choſen their own ways, and their ſoul 
Jer: 3 Þf. 21, delighteth in their abominations : Tour iniquities have turned away theſe things, 
and your fins have with-holden good things from you, Ti iavrs 414% Tm mim & 

xyeuCr ey icer warpurepey 5 f1v]t; nuts Ns & dpuneliag, God aoth by his goodneſs ape 

proach to all, but we ſet our ſelves at diſtance by ſin, ſaith St. Baſil; and, 

3Ts avTo Tegaips] Or morneia, infi x; gh i yaule » where there ts ſelf-choſen , 

or affected wickedneſs, there is. a with-holdi!ng of grace , ſaith another Fa- 

2 Cor. 4.3. ther ( apaud Cyrill. Hier.) The Goſpel, if it be hidaen, "tis ( as St. Paul 
ſays F 4 hidden & Tors Sm Mvuovorss' 1 UIYH Soren, ampng loft men ( that 

is men deſperately gone in wickedneſs , incorrigible, unreclaimable 

people) i» whom the God of this world ( that is as St. Chryſoſtome ex- 

pounds it, not the Devil, but the good God himſelf) hath blinded 

'Evs 7 jad ax- Minas of them which believe not, ſo that the light of the glorious Goſpel 
rag... .. uot [bined to them ( #8; ty :rvpzwny; how then did God blind 
keg 4.4. them ? faith St. Cryſoſtome ) © Wnyyions dis Ti70, dr2x not by any efficacy of 
bis upon them toward that ; fy on that: «W" ages s, wyxogions, but by per. 

miſſion and conceſſion ; for 1o the Scripture is wont to ſpeak : 'Enudiv 3 

&1T0} TG Ouy Tow TO, x) dvative EauTE; Kaſegretuos T4 Id iy T4 purietd, x} avT3; rowdy Na- 

ow" ag Tr ſn morjout; Tess Biay ExKeiv, x) kandmlear wi Brroutvog iffiy 5 and pA 

aoy &'y Ka]epe;rnonr, x} tx dv fifor* Seeing ( faith he) they disbelieved firit, 

and conſtituted themſelves unworthy to ſee the myſteries, even God at 

laſt let them alone for what ſhoulda he have done? ſhould he: have arawn 

them violently, and diſcovered it to them being unwilling to ſee? thi) 

Luke 19. 44. ould then have more deſpiſea it and not have ſeen it. God 1s ever 
2 Cor. 5. 2. Willing and ready to diſpenſe his mercies and favours, but he 1s not 
Rom. 13.1!- wont to do it extraordinarily ( or beſide the courſe of his ordinary pro- 
viſion.) but in a proper and fit ſeaſon ; ( in that wag ivregoberl Gr, ACcep- 

table time and day of ſalvation, when he ſeeth men capable of __—_ 

chem 
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Serm. XLI. aſſorted and explained... | 313 
them ) which ſeaſon commonly dependeth upon man's will and choice, 
-or the reſulrs of them. Ke$3as 35 4 353; oily mi we «tive oh azav3cv, x wi 73 Clem. S*rom. 
rd megmitarle indoors 2119 Evrig 16 thr 6x8 ff weir 0 I ge ls bows Gln 
TIT@ ina gw, The kavrs Niro weemanr for ("(aith, Clemens Alex. in 
his 7th of the .Stromates, where he clearly and .fu y-affirms our preſent 
dofrine) Our Lord is n0t the Saviour of ſome, and not of others : bat 
according as men are fitly diſpoſed, he hath diſtributed his beneficence to all. 
St, Auguſtine himfelt ſomewhere ſpeaketh no leſs; 'or rather more : 
» Precedtt aliquid in peccatoribus (ſaith he ) quo quam- | E.--50- 
"vis nondum ſins juſtificati,, digni efficiantur juſtifi= #f.68, d Queb. 83. Tm, W. Part. 1. 
catione: O& idem precedit in aliis pectatoribus quo dignt ymit a: occultifimis meritis, Cc. Ibid, 

nt obtuſione. But, 

. 3. If all theſe conſiderations do not throughly ſatisfie us concerning the 
reaſon of God's proceedings in this caſe, we may conſider that Gods pro- 
vidence is inſcrutable and impenetrable to us, that (according to the P/al- 
miſt ) as God's mercy u in the Heavens, and his faithfulneſs reacheth to the | 
clouds; 10 his righteouſneſs is like the great mountains (too high for our ** Fr 
reaſon to climb) and his judgments, Tow dbvwn, a preat abyſs ' to0 
deep for our feeble underſtanding to fathom ; that his'ways are more ſub- 
tile and ſpiritual than to be traced by our dim and grofs ſight. . S0.upon 
contemplation of a like caſe, although as it ſeems, hardly ſo obſcure or un- 
accomptable as this, the cauſe concerning God's conditional reje&ion of 
that people, whom he in a ſpecial manner had ſo much'and fo long favou- 
red) St. Paul himſelf doth profeſs. That therefore although we cannot 
fully reſolve the difficulty, we notwithſtanding without diftruſt ſhould ad. **> ** 33: 
here to thoſe poſitive and plain declarations, whereby God repreſenteth 
himſelf ſeriouſly deſigning and earneſtly deliring, hat all mez ſhould come 
to the knowledge of the truth ; that none foals periſb, but that all ſbould come © Pet. 3.9. 
to repentance ; not doubting: but his declared mind, and his ſecret Provi- 
dence, although we cannot throughly diſcern or explain their conſiſtency 
doyet really and fully conſpire. But no farther at this time, © 
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-=--- T he | phe, God ; who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially of 
thoſe that believe, 


- A Sour Saviour: was- ſuch to all men by his doQrine, or the ge- 
FM... neral diſcovery 'of ali-faving truth; {9 may he be eſteemed 
-® ſuch in regard. to his exemplary prattice; whereby upoh the 
Open ſtage of the world and in the common. view of all that would at: 
tend unto. him He did, repreſent a liviog pattern of all goodneſs; by imi- 
tatiog which, :we. may ftaigly. attain Salvation. He that will conſidee 
his praftice ſhall. figd. it-admirably' fitted for general inftruRion and imi« 


tation; calculated for all - places and all forts of people; ſured to the 


: Tim. 3. 15» 


complexions, to the capacities,. to: the degrees, to the callings of all 
men ; fo that every fort of men;may from'it draw profitable direQtion, 
may 1n it find a Coppy even; of his particular behaviour: for He was a 
great Prince, illuſtrious in birth, excellent in glory, and abounding in 
all wealth, yet was born in obſcurity, lived without pomp, and ſeemed 
to poſſeſs nothing ; fo teaching men of high rank to be ſober, mild and 
humble, nor to reſt in, not to regard much, not to hug and cling to the 
accommodations and ſhews of worldly tate ; teaching thoſe of mean de- 
gree to be patient, content and chearful in their tation. He Was ex- 
ceedingly wiſe and knowing, without bound or meaſure; yet made no 
oſtentation of extraordinary knowledge ; of ſharp wit, of deep ſubtilty; 
did nor vent high, dark or intricate notions; had in his praQtice no 
reaches and windings of craft or policy; but was in his doGrine 
very plain and intelligible, in his praQtice very open and clear; {0 
that what he commonly faid or did , not only Philoſophers and 
Stateſmen, but almoſt the ſimpleſt idiots might eaſily comprehend ; 
ſo that thoſe might thence learn not to be conceited of their ſuperflu- 
ous wiſdom ; theſe not to be diſcouraged in their harmleſs ignorance, 
both having thence an equally ſufficient inſtruQtion in all true righte- 
ouſneſs, a complete dire&tion in the paths to happineſs, being there- 


by aziCiuwe os avrreiay,, made wiſe and learned to falvation. He did 
not iffimerſe himſelfin the cares, nor:engage himſelf into the buſineſſes of 
this World; yet did not withdraw himſelt from the company and cen- 
verſation of men : he retired often from the crowd, that he might con- 
verſe with, God and heavenly rhings; he put himſelf into it, that he 
might impart good ro men, and benefit the World, declining no Tart 

| Q- 


a 
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ſociety ; but indifferently converſing with all; diſputing with the Doc- 
tors and eating with the Pablicas ; whence thereby both men of contem- 
plative and quiet diſpoſition or vocations, and men of buſie ſpirits, or 
of. ative lives may be guided reſpectively; thoſe not to be moroſe, ſu- 
percilious, rigid, contemptuous toward other men ; theſe not to be fo 
poſſefſed or intangled with the World, as not to reſerve ſome leiſure for 
the culture of their minds, not to employ ſome care upon the duty 'of 
piety and devotion ; both may learn whether in private: retirement or in 
publick converſation and employment eſpecially to regard' the ſervice of 
God and the benefit of men ; thus was the'example of our accommo- 
dated forall men; eſpecially conducting them in the hardeſt and rougheſt 
rts: of the way leading to bliſs, the acclivities and aſperities of duty ; 
{el-denial, or neglect of worldly gory and fleſhly pleaſure; patience, 'hu- 
mility, general chariry ; ſhewing us the poſſibility of performing ſuch du- 
ties, and encouraging us thereto. Through theſe difficult and dangerous — 
paſſages (as a reſolute Chieftain of liſe) he undauntedly marched before »,,.,,.;; 7«- 
us, charging, beating back, and breaking through all' oppoſite forces ; 5: 
all enemies, all temprations, all obſtacles; enduring painfully the nioſt *** 3 '5: 
furious aſſaults of the World ; boldly withſtanding and happily con- , ,... ,. - 
quering the moſt malitious rage of Hell; fo that viftory and falvation Heb. 12. 2. 
we ſhall be certain of if we purſue his ſteps, and do'not baſely ( out of ;Per 5 + 
faintneſs or falſhood)) deſerr ſo good a leader; we ſhall not fail of the un- 5 regen 
fading Crown, if with patience we run the' race that us ſet before us, look- yo. 
ing unto the Captain and Perfettour of our faith,” Jeſus who for the jay pro- >" agg 
poſed unto him, endured the croſs, ria the ſhame, "and hath ſet down at Apoc. 2. 10. 
the right hand of the throne of God. Would it nor raiſe and enflame any Ji «. 12+ 
courage to fee his Commander to adventure ſo boldly upon all hazards, 
to endure ſo willingly all hardſhips; whom would not the ſight of ſuch 
a * forerunner animate and quicken in higghurſe ; who by running in the* ngyon®, 
ſtreight way of righteouſneſs, with alacrifÞand conſtancy, hath obtained Heb. 6. ** 
himſelf a moſt glorious Crown, and holdeth forth another like thereto, 
2 forthe reward of thoſe, who follow him. Now as our Lord's do&rine, 
23 fodid his example, in the nature and deſigh therof, Teſpe&t and apper- 
2 tainto all men, it being alſo like the light of Heaven, a common i E 
3 tacle, a publick: guide ( 79 guide our ſteps in the way of peace ) if it do nor 
appear. fo, if ir do not effeQually dirett all ; it is by accident and beſide 
God's intention; *tis by the fault of them who ſhould propound ir, or of 
them who have not eyes fit, or worthy to behold it ; briefly, what was 
faid concerning the univerſal revelation - of Chriſtian do&trine may be ap- 
plied to Chriſt's praQice, | 
9. Jeſus is the Saviour of all men as having combated and vanqui- 
ſhed all the enemies of ,man's welfare and happineſs; aſpoſſeſirg them 
of all their pretences and uſurpations over man, difarming them of all 
their power and force againſt him ; enabling us to withſtand and over- 
 comethem : Man's falvation hath many adverſaries of different nature and 
J kind ; ſome dire&ly oppugning it, ſome formally prejudicing it, ſome 
F accidentally hindring it ; ſome alluring, ſoine forcing, ſome diſcouraging 
J from it, or from the means conducing to it; the chief of thgn we may 
from the Scripture ( with conſent of experience ) reckon to be the Dev// 
with all his envy and malice, his uſurpations, his deluſions and his temp- 
tations to ſin; the World wirh its ſnares and baits, irs violences, per- 
kcutions, and menaces; the fleſh or natural concupiſcence, with its bad 
nchnarions and propenſities to evil, its lufts and pleaſures; Sir, with 
ts guilt, and miſchievous conſequences; the Law with its hc EX- 
actions, 
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Dragon, APOC 


' 2 Coreg. 4 * 


Heb. 2. I 4+ 


Luke 10. 18- 
John 12. 31. 
' 26. 'S 


t. Joan 3. 8. 


Mat. 12. 29. 


Luke 11. 21. 


Colof. > 15: 


id ſjat 0» 
Luke 10+ 19+ 
1 Jobn 2. 14+ 
Eph. 6. 11: 
+ Cor. 2 10s 
Eph. $ 1+ 
1 Per. 5 9. 


Eph. 4: 27- 
Jam. 4. 7- 


Jam. 4-4. 
1 John 2. 15. 


John 16. 33: 


John » Ho A wg Jo _ & 3 vous one, the deſtroyer ) who uſurped an authority 


Ats io 38. 2 Tim 2.25, 


1 -—d& X&5d6 v KN 4 q iftu Tei owns Tex anger with its effects Death and Hell : all: theſe our 
0% a] warns Tm a pyovli T4 xodus Ts Tv 


Att an. contra &pol). p 628. Lora hath in ſeveral and (uitable Ways defeated: IN 


The Devil ( that exemy, that adverſary, that ac. 


Mart. 14 28: Luke 11. 19. 1Pet.g.8' cnſer, that /{anderer, that murtherer, that greedy 


12.3, Oc. Ads 10. 38 [jpy, that crafty Serpent ; the ſrong one, the miſchie. 


Coloſf. 1. 13, Ads 26. 48. and exerciſed a domination over mankind,. as the 
| Prince of this world; Who made priſe of them, .cap- 
 tivated them at his pleaſure; who detained them.un- 
der the power.{ or authority ) of darkneſs and wickedneſs; who had the 
power of death ; him our Saviour hath deſtroyed or defeated (zarigyar, 
as.the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaketh ; that is, aboliſhed him as to 'any 
farther pretencs of empire or power over us) him he hath dejetted from 
Heaven (I ſaw Satan like lightning. falling down from Heaven ) him he 
hath cait out :. Now u# the Jndgment of this world, now ſhall the Prince of 
this world be caſt. out ; all his works he hath diſſolved; For this cauſe( faith 
St. fohn ) the Son of God aid appear, that he might diſſokve the works of the 
Devil, He combated this trons one (this mighty and dreadful foe of 
ours ) and baffled him, and bound ' him, and difarmed him { taking a- 
Way mTereralav avis, the whole armour in which he truſted )» and ſpoiled 
him ( Ti. axivn Jngreow rifled all his baggage, bare away all his inftru- 
ments of miſchief) and pluggered all his houſe ; leaving him unable 
( without our fault, our balWeſs, 'our negligence ) to do us miſchief; 
(as 1s intimated .in the 12th of St. pMatrew, and 11th of St. Lake) yea he 
rriumphed over all thoſe infernal principalities and powers, and expoſed 
them ( as St. Paul faith: ) he imparted to his Diſciples ability to rrample 
pon all his power, by him all his followers are ſo fortified as to conquer the 
wicked one (as St. fobn ſays) he affordeth light to diſcover all hw wiles, 
and ſnares; ſtrength and courage to withſtand all his aſſaults, to repel all 
hi fiery darts, to Fg him to flight. | | >: 
The World allo ( that is, the wicked principles, the bad cuſtoms, the 
naughty converſation and example which commonly prevail here among 
men ; alluring to evil and deterring from good ; the cares alſo, the riches, 
the pleaſures, the gona of the world, which poſſeſs or diſtraCt the. 
minds, fatiate- and cloy the defires, employ all the affetions and en- 
deavours ; take up the time of men; all in the world which faſteneth 


- our hearts to earth, agd to thoſe low tranſitory things ; or which ſink 


them down toward hell ; and which detain them from ſoaring toward 
heaven ) 1s an enemy ; an irreconcileable enemy to our ſalvation; the 
friend{hip thereof being inconfiitent with a friendſhip in us toward the 
God of our ſalvation ; or in him toward us: for the friendſbip of the 
world is efjity with God; and, If any man love the world, the fries 
of the father us not in him. And this enemy our Lord bath vanquiſhed, 
and enabled us to overcome. Being of courage ( ſaith he ) I have overcome 
the world; he, by a conſtant felf-denial and temperance, defeated the 
bewitching pleaſures, and flattering glories of it; he, by an immovable 

| | Patience, 
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tence, baffled the terrible frowns, and outrageous violences of it ; he, 
by a reſolute and. invincible maintenance of truth, in, great meaſure rou- 
ted and difſipated- the errours and oppoſitions thereof ; he, by a.general. 
and intenſe charity, ſurmounted the provocations, envies and enmities. 
thereof : he did. it himſelf for us, and he alſo enabled us to do. it ; fur 
niſhing us with ſufficient ſtrength, and fir weapons whereby we may 
combat-and conquer it ; may ſuſtain and repel its force ; may (hun. and. 
elude ivs baits; for, every one that ( by faith in him ) « born of God, doth. Jokn 5. 4. 
overcome the world: and this i the vittory that overcomes the world, ' our 
faith: Who is he that overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jeſys,R9m: 8.38. 
is the Son of God? In all theſe things (that is. in whatever concerns the 
world and its enmity ; 7r-bulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine; of: Cor. 2: 14 
—_ or peril, or ſword) we are ( ſaith St, Paul) more than conguerors ee 
through him that loves us;, thanks be to God, which always cauſeth us to tri. 
mph in Chrit : Our Lord hath procured for us hopes that will raiſe our 
minds and affections above the: world ; objeQs employing our care-and 
endeavour far beyond it ; fatisfattions that will chear our hearts, and fa- 
vate our deſires without it ; comforts, that will ſupport and ſuſtain our 
ſpirits againſt all the terrours, all the aſſaults, all the evils thereof ; by 
his means it 1s, that we have no reaſon either to love it ; or tg fear.it, or 
to value it, or to be concerned about it; but to contemn it as athing; uns 
worthy of us and below us. | 
The -Fleſh allo ( that is, all that within us of bodily temper, or  na- Gal. 5 24: 
tnral conſtitution, which inchneth and ſwayeth us to vitious exceſs in | 
ſenſual enjoyments ; which diſpoſeth us to the inordinate love of our 
ſelves and of other creatures; which «ſts againſt the ſpirit, and is adyer- 1 Cor. 2. 14. 
fary thereto: which blindeth and darkneth our minds in the apprehen "IE _— 
fon of our judgment concerning divine things ; which perverteth and Rom.7.18.19. 
difableth (enfeebleth)) our wills in the choice and proſecution of what | 
is good; which diſcompoſeth and difordereth the affeRtions and paſſi- 
ons of our ſoul; which continually enticeth and ſeduceth us t@fin ). is Jn 1+ 14: 
alſo an enemy ; a very powerful , very treacherous, very dangerous 
and very miſchievous enemy- to us and our welfare; rendring us ene- 
mies to God ( for the carnal mind « enmity againſt God; for it is nos - Hong Ws 7a 
ſubjet# to the law of God, neither indeed can be, ) being, another law in x Per. «. 1, 
our members, warring againſt the law of our mind, and captivating us to S#% 5: 19. 
the law of ſin, engendring and foſtering thoſe fleſhly Iuſts, which war Gol” 4s 
&4inſt the ſoul ; whoſe works and fruits are all ſorts of intemperance, © 
impurity, pride, envy, contentiouſneſs; this capital enemy. of ours our $2 27: 5 
Lord.did in his own perſon firſt ſubdue, rejeting all the ſuggeſtions and — © 
thwarting the impulſes thereof; entirely ſubmitting to and performing 
_ the will of God; even in willingly drinking that cup, which was ſo 
diſtaſtful, ſo grievous to natural will and fleſhly deſire. He fo con-Jeb» 17: 19: 
pede the fleſh in himſelf tor us; he alſo conquers it in us, by the gui- OO 
ance and affiftance of his grace enabling us to withſtand it, and to 
overcome it. The law of the ſpirit of life in Chrit Jeſus ( faith St. Pau ) Rom 8. 2. 
hath freed me from the law of ſin and death, He infuſes a light diſcu(- 4 
fing thoſe foggs which ſteam from carnal ſenſe and appetite ; fo that + "4-4 Is. 
we may clearly diſcern divine truths, the will of God, the way tg hap- 2 Jobn 2. 27. 
pines ; he inſerteth principles of ſpiritual life and Rrength counterpoi- wo 5+ 6. . 
ling and overſwaying corporeal and ſenſual propenfions ; fo that we can : John 5: 3. 
reſtrain ſenſualdeſires, and compole irregular paflions ; and ſubmit readi- 
ly to God's will; and obſerve chearfully God's law ; and freely comply bil > :3- 


with the diftates of the Spirit or of right reaſon ; he ſocontinually aideth, ET . 
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Heb. 13. 21 encourageth and upholds us, that we can do all things through Chri#t that 
_þ LE ». ſfrengtheneth us; {o that by* his power and help the fleſb with its affeftions 
11. and luſts are crucified; the earthly members are mortified ; the old may 
Ep vv (which was corrupted according to deceitful luſts ) i put off, the bday of 
Rom 8.13. ſ12 # ſo deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve ſin; ſin doth not reign 
Heb. 12.1. in our mortal boates, ſo that we (muſt): obey zt in the luſts thereof ; we are 
Eph. 4.23-?* renewed in the ſpirit of our minds ; and do put on the new man, which is crea. 
Coloff. 3. 10. ted according to God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 
Our S#zs alſo are very grievous enemies of ours, loading us with hea- 
Heb. 12. 4 , VY guilt, ſunging us with bitter remorſe, and anxious fear, keeping us 
pag > cl under miſerable bondage, expoſing us to extreme miſchief and mifery ; 
Zulu, them our Lord hath alſo routed and vanquiſhed: in regard to this per. 
Mart. 1. 21. formance was the name eſs aſſigned to him ; as tht Angel told Joſeph : 
EATS AS hd Lb She ſhall bear a Son, and thou ſhalt call his name 
3 bv If Yeway Mem idle madus Jeſus, for he ſhall ſave his people from their ſing: 


wAngeraTly oO _ way noun ot [ From their ſins ; taking in all 'the cauſes and the 
3aov $4 vIporroy F amagprhas owt Xoaduor ; pe 
ot harris Ireydiodey.  Dematics conſequences of them ; from all thoſe ſpiritual ene- 


Epiſt. apud Theod. 5. 9. 1 Tim. 1. 15. mies, which draw us, or drive us into them; from 
the guilt and obnoxiouſneſs to puniſhment; the ter- 

; rour and anguiſh of conſcience; the wrath and diſpleaſure of God fol- 
lowing upon them ; the ſlavery under their dominion ; the final condem- 

nation and ſufferance of grievous pains for them ; ] the guilt of {in he par- 

Rev. 1.5- ticularly freed us from; for he loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his 
+ % 3. own blood, Chriſt died for ſinners ( for us then being ſinners) that is, 
3- 18, that he might deliver us from our fins, with all their cauſes, adjun&ts and 

R wm 4 7 conſequences. He bare our ſins on his own body on the tree ; the blood 0 
4.10. Chriit cleanſeth us from all ſin: he is the propitiation for our ſins, and for 
Heb. 1. 3-9: the ſins of the whole world; he was manifeſted to take away our ſins; once 'in 
Rom. 3. 24 the end of the world hath he appeared to put away ſin ( #« «Sirnow duagliey 


Rom. 5-19- fo the abolition of fin ) by the ſacrifice of himſelf; we are juſtified freely by 
es ati God's grace, ok the.redemption 1, is Y eeip Jeſus} 6 hows Ac 
hy many are conſtituted righteous ( or free from the guilt and imputation of 
Rom.8.r, {in ) he juſtifies the ungodly; covering their ſins and not imputing them unto 
them. So doth he wipe away the guilt of ſin; and he voids the condem- 
Rom. 8. 34. Dation paſſed for them ; for there is no condemnation to them that are in 
| Christ Teſwus ; who is there that can condemn, ſince Chrift hath died, or rather 
hath = again ? | 
He hath alſo appeaſed God's wrath for ſin, and removed the effeCts of 
' Rom. 5. 10.1+ jt, (the puniſhment and vengeance due to fin and threatned for it.) S0 
that being enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son ; .being 
juſtified by faith we have peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chritt : 
| Thef. 1.10. J4/#5 15 the 3 jviuw®-, who delivers us from the wrath to come ; being quſti» 
Rom. 5.79. fied by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved by him from wrath. 
The ſtrength and dominion of fin he hath alſobroken; by the grace at- 
Rom. 6. 14. forded us, whereby we are able to reſiſt and avoid it ; ſo that ſi henceforth 
Rom. 6.12. ſhall not domineer over us, or reign in our mortal body : Being freed from ſit 
Rom 6.18,22, 02 are enſlaved t0 righteouſneſs and made ſervants to God, ' he body of ſin is 
Rom. 6.6. deſtroyed ſo that we no longer ſerve ſin ------- Whence conſequently he hath 
ſubdued, utterly weakned, or quite deſtroyed ( as to any force or miſchic 
vous influence upon us ) thoſe other adverſaries, which depend upon {in, 
and by its power oppoſe and afflict us, | 
Our Coxſctence is ſuch -an enemy accuſing us, condemning us, Vexing 
us with the memory and ſenſe of {in ; ſuggeſting to us the depth of our 
guilt and the danger of our (tate, EE us with the expectation = 
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puniſhment and vengeance; but our Lord ( by ſecuring us of mercy and 

favour upon repentance and ſincere obedience) hath ilenced and ſhlled Hb. 9. 14.2. 

this adverſary; hath by his blood ( as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſays ) " 

purged onr conſcience from dead works ;,. hath delivered them, who through 

fear of death were all their life-time ſubjed to bondage ; {o that thente we 

obtain a ſteady peace of mind, a joyſul fatisfaQtion in the ſervice,of Gad, 

a comfortable hope of future bliſs : peace, . comfort and! joy are the adjuncts Rom. 15. 15. 

of that ſtate he ſhall put us into, and the fruits. of: that Spirit he: be- Rom 1+ 17: 

ſttoweth on us. 6 BN Rs OE Tn ty 
The Law alſo (in its rigour, as requiring exaCt obedience, and, as de- Gal 2. 15. 3. 

nouncing vengeance to them who in any point violate it; ) is, by”rea- 11. 

ſon-of our weakneſs and inability ſo perfe&tiy to obſerve it, an enemy  x3LAget 

tous ; juſtifying no man, perfecting no man, onto encrealing, .aggra- Rom. 8. 3. 


; O 
. . . . = . . p d P 5 ti R ; . . . 
vating, quickening, declaring fin ; yielding occaſion to ſin of killing us, work- &7": 3 - ls 


ing wrath, miniſtring death and condemnation, ſubjefting i to a carſe ( asRom. 7. 13 
St. Paul teacheth us) but our Lord by mitigating and abating the ex-R*> +15: 3: 
treme rigour thereof, by procuring an acceptance of ſincere (thoughnot 57351517; 
accurate) obedience, by purchaſing and diſpenſing pardon for tranfereſ- : Cor. r5. 56. 
on thereof upon repentance, by conferring competent ſtrength and abi. 2.5% 3 7-9: 
lity to perform-»it in an acceptable degree, hath brought under this ad- 64!. r4 
verfary ; hath redeemed 1 from the curſe of the law; hath juſtifyed and im- Rom 3-21-28. 
puted righteouſneſs to us without the works of the law (without ſuch punQual gom. "TY 4; 
performances, as the Law exats) we are. delivered from the law (as to Rom. 6. 14. 
thoſe effefts of it; the condemning, . diſcouraging, enſlaving us) we*@* 5-18 
ceaſe to be under the law ( in thoſe reſpe&s) being under grace, being 
led by the Spirit (as St. Paul telis us.) 'TheLaw indeed 1s Rin our rule, 
our guide, our governour; we are obliged to follow and obey it ; bur it. 
ceaſes to be a tyrant over us, a tormentor of us. os 
Death is alſo an enemy ( the laſt enemy, ſaith St. Paul, which ſhall be de-1 Cor. 15. 26. 
froyed, i death; ) che enemy, which naturally we moſt fear and abomi-S >: 3+ 
nate ; that which would utterly deſtroy us. I geen en 
This enemy,our Lord hath vanquiſhed and deſtroyed : by his death and C9! 1.18. 
reſurre&ion hMbpened the way to a happy immortality ; he aboliſbed ah.” - 
aeath, and brought life and immortality to light by the Cape! : He by his Aras 
death defeated him that had the power of ; WH and aelivered ther, who Shs. 
by fear :of death were throagh their whole life ſubjet# to bondage ; he pulled Heb. > "_y 
out ſin, which is the ſting of death, and reverſed the ſentence of condem- 
nation, to which we all itood obnoxious, The wages of ſin (that which Rom: 6. 23. 
we had deſerved, and was by law due to us for it ) was death; bat the 
gift of God us everlaſting life, by Jeſus Chriit our Lord. | 
Laſtly Hell, ( that is atter darkneſs, extreme diſcomfort, intolerable 
and endleſs miſery ) the moſt diſmal of all enemies, our Lord hath, by 
the virtue of his merits,” and the power of his grace, put us into a capa» 
city of avoiding ; he hath ( as St. Paul before tells us ) delivered us from , Them, 1.10. 
the wrath to come. O Hell, where & thy viitory? Death and Hell ſhall be caſt 1 Cor. 15.55 
into the lake of fire. Sg RES: 99-64: 
Thus hath our Lord in our behalf vanquiſhed and defeated every thing 
that is oppoſite, or prejudicial to our ſalvation and welfare. Many 1n- 
deed of theſe things do in a more immediate, more peculiar, and more 
ſignal manner concern the- faithful members of the Chriſtian Charch, 
and are direQly applied to them, yer all of them in ſome ſort, accord- 
ng to God's detign, and in reſpeCt to a remote capacity, may be referred 
to all men, They are benefits which God intended for all men, and which 
all men ( if they be not faulty and wanting to themfelves) may obtain, 
d. © 5 | How 
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How. they more eſpecially appertain to the faithful we may ſhe aher 
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Application. 


- 1. Hence ariſeth great matter and cauſe of glorifying God ; both from 
the thing it ſelf, and its extent : for the magnitude 'of beneficence is ts 
be eſtimated not only according to the degree of quality, but according 
to its amplitude of objeAt; to redeem any doth ſignify goodnefs, to re. 
deem many doth encreaſe it, to redeem all doth advance it to the higheſt 
pen ; the more are obliged, the greater 1s the glory due to the bene. 
factour. | | | 

Hence the earth being full of the goodneſs of the Lord, the Lord being 
gratious unto all, and his mercy being over all his works, all creatures par. 
taking of God's bounty is ſo often infiſted upon' in thoſe divine hymns, 
as a ground of praiſe to God. 

Some do indeed ſpeak of glorifying God for his diſcriminating prace ; 
as if grace the narrower it were, the better it were : but 1s not ſelfiſhneſs 
and envy at the bottom of this? Is not this the diſpoſition of thoſe in the 

© Goſpel, who murmured -=-- is thine eye evil, becauſe mine ##:good? 

fs it dangerous to reſtrain God's benevolence and beneficence within 
bounds narrower than'they really are; thereby diminiſhing his glory, 

2. Hereby 1s diſcovered the general obligation of men to love God; to 
praiſe him, to ſerve him in ſenſe of his goodneſs, in regard to his bene- 
ficence, out of gratitude toward him. If God hath been ſo kindly affe- 
Qted toward men, and fo careful of their welfare, as for procuring and 
promoting their ſalvation to provide a Szvicer for them, to deſign his 
own beloved ſon to that performance, in proſecution thereof deprefling 

| him into ſo low a ſtate, expoſing him to ſuch inconveniences and indig- 
nities, ſuch croſſes aid afflictions, how much are then all men obliged to 
love him, as their gratious friend and BenefaQtor ; to prave and celebrate 
him for his favour and mercy, to render all bleſſings and thanks unto him? 
PER this certainly 1s the duty of all, if the redemption in GodF deſign reach 
Eph. 1.6, tO all; otherwiſe in reality it lieth on few, in praCice it could ſcarce 
Col. 1.12. touch any. They cannot be obliged to thank God for their redemption, 
who are not obliged. to him for the thing it ſelf; they cannot heartily re- 
ſentsthe kindneſs, who are not aſſured that it extends to them : And to 
ſuch aſſurance (according to the doQtrine of particular redemption) it is 
certain that very few men, eſpecially of the beſt men, can arrive; if is a 
queſtion whether any men arrive thereto. 

According to the ſenſe of all mea it is alſo noeaſfie thing to know cer- 
tainly, whether a man at preſent be in the ſtate of grace : and he that doth 
not know that, cannot ( except upon the ſcore of general redemption ) 
be aſſured that he is redeemed ; and therefore cannot thank God. 

It hath been the common doErine of Chriſtendom: for 15 hundred years 
together, that no man ( without a ſpecial revelation) can in this lite be 
aſſured of his perſeverance, and conſequently nor of his ſalvation; and 
conſequently not of his ele&ion or redemption, in caſe only they who 
are faved are in the deſign of God redeemed : no man therefore without 
that ſpecial revelation, can thank God heartily for his redemprtiop, as. be- 
10g uncertain thereof, it being a ſecret reſerved in God's breaſt. | 

It is yet a farther difficulty, ſuppoſing a man to have a good aſſurance 
of his preſent ſtate, to be aſfured of his tinal perſeverance in it : which he 
that hath nor, cannot ( except upon the ſaid icore ) thank God for 1t, 
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/'The:beſt men eſpecially, whoout of modeſty. and humility are apt to 
doubt'of their preſent ſtate; who ſtudying their hearts and diſcovering 
many imperfections in themſelves, who refleQing on theirlives, and ob- 
ſerving.in them many defeQs, are apt roqueſtion whether they are/quali- 
fied for God's' favour, or'fittedifor the future'accompt ahd'enjoyment{of 
heaven, who|confidering the' treachery of 'their hearts, the feebleneſs' of 
their-reaſon; that\unſteadineſs of their reſolution, will be apt to fear they 
may:fall aways will be:rendred hence uncapable to render God thanks for 
thetr:redemption:: only, the bold and blind —_— ( who'uſually out of 
{elf-conceit are ſo exceedingly confident of their ele&tion and falvation) 
will be able to'praiſe God: for it; | eff F191 2-06 © 

Hence the aflurance of ſalvation — and of them to'mych 
fewer upon good . "rrp it being neceſſary to'none,” it being perhaps 
(yer far more/probably, according to the' general ſenſe” of Chriſte»dom) 
groundlefs to 'anf”; few or none are capable to' render God: praiſe a. 
thanles for itz” fo thall he loſe'in effeCt all thanks for the greateſt benefit he 
did evericonfer oinmankind;”” YEE (5 2 REL 
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_ +Ir/is therefore" dangerous" opinion, which checketh' their gratitude, 
which ſtoppeth their mouths from praiſing God ; which fo depriveth God 
of his*&ue praiſe. © It is much. more fafe to praiſe God for the benefits we 

| ow we have, but-haveinot, than to neglect to praiſe him, for thit 
we kuve. 5220 77 5H, | nada Praga 

\ 4. This dottrine doth afford great matter of comfort :-if a man reflec- 
ting on his own'heart and ways ( obſerving in them miny bletniſhes and 

efefts;) is apt/to'be diſcouraged, yet it will raiſe him to conſider that 
he'is not thereby excluded'from a poſſibility of falvation, ſeeing he is aſ- 
ſured of God's favourable inclination, and who hath 'expreſſed {0'much 
g60d-will and favour'toward-him in his redemption, ſeeitighe is perſuaded 
that he hath a Saviour ſo kindly and pitifally bg 4 ot him Toh 
wiſheth him well; who is concerned in/his ſalvation, that he might not be 
croſſed or defeated in his deſigns, that he might not loſe the effets of his 

- endeavours, the price of his blood, But he that ſeeth himſelfin fo doubt- 
ful a condition, as to his own qualifications, and withal-hath no affurance 
that God was ever gratiouſly diſpoſed toward him, cannot but thereby be 
much diſcouraged, . © > LH MINT" <5 in Be ba WA" 6 

- This doQrine therefore is ſafe and uſeful, it can do no man harm, it 
may do him great 'good by giving him hopes of being aflifted and accep- 
ted of his Redeemer. ' But the other is dangerous, as tending to diſcourage 
and deje& men. | TEOET Of4 EY 

4. This doQrine is a great incitement to the performanc'of duty; both 
as working upon mens ingenuity, and diſpoſing them, in gratitude to ſerve 
God, from the reſentment of their obligation for fo great. a favour; and 
as aſſuring them''of acceptatice in caſe of endeavour ro obey; How can 
he but be moved: willingly to ſerve God, who hath an apprehenſion of 
God's ſuch merciful defign to fave him'? of his having done ſo much ia 
order thereto? © Ef into lM {Is 

But how can'he be moved to ſerve God in conſideration of ſuch a bene- 
fit, who is ignorant of its being intended him? how & oo man apply 
himſelf chearfully to ſerve'that maſter, whoſe favourable inclination 'to- 
ward him, whoſe readineſs to'accept his ſervice he doubteth of. |.” FEE 

d an op garon 1 Cor. 6. 20. 


h 


© "The Apoſtles propound it as a ground of ans isation 
tothe performance of duty, that” they are redeeme "by Chriſt; which" Per. 1. 17. 
{uppoſeth they do all know and believe it. oo 7 DI; 


4 _ 
| 
X 
/ 


Hhh 2 


- 


Luke 7. 3o. 


Heb. 2.44 


At; 13. 26, 
46. 


2 Pet, 3 9% 
Rom. 2. 23» 


John 5. 34.38. 


Mat. 23. 37. 
2 Pet..2. 1: 


: ao. 


_ Suppoſing Chrit is not; the-redeerher ot all but of thoſe only, who-ſhalj 
be finally ſaved; theſe groundsof rhankfulneſs and enforcements of din 


"cannot properly,or. pertinently:reſpe&t all | Chriſtians, and indeed only | 


thoſe. who are ſure. of their ſalvation. 1; ch ret tc rang 

My thanking;Chriſt tor his-redeeming me, my diligently ferving him 
as, my, redeemgr, ſuppoſeth,my' opinion, -and:is grounded-upon the:truth! 
of..his being really ſo: ------ I-cannot heartily, confidently:or comfi 


do;it, except I know it, and; am aſſured\-thereof: i which I-canngrdo; 
except, Chriſt died. for all: menz-or that Jam aſſured of mny:;particular 


election. 14>" al NON 


' 'x OI = - $9K313-) p L ' F i#<] - . ; *þ þ KA, 4 CI 1 He a} 
© So that either Chriſt 1s an univerſat Sayioyr, or the greateſt part|/of 
Chriſkians are, diſabliged and incapacitated-;reafonably-to'thank him; to 
praiſe him, to ſerve him, asthey are enjoined to do. -:- 7; 17 590 


. 


.5:.Tt'is a great aggravation of /Infideliry,-of Apoſtaſie,,of all difobedi., 
ence, that weare guilty of them, do fruſtrate the deſigns and undertakings 
of Quilt, do NM the overtures of his grace;'ido abuſeithe goodneſsiand 
mercy of their redeemer; it conſequently deterreth from:thoſe things, ':' 


L w 


tore deligned their good.) . 


How. ſhall we. eſcape, that neglect ſo great ſalvation ? afalvation which 


they, were capable of, which. was deſigned for them, which was offered 


to them ; otherwiſe there would have been no danger in negle&ing/it; no 
fault in doing 1t. . , | | 4g RN ST 2 
It is faid of the Jews at Antioch in Piſudia, that they. drd, <nwMida, 
thrait. away the Goſpel ( the word of ſalvation, that was ſent:them ) judzing: 
themſelves unworthy. of eternal life : God did. think fit out, of goodneſs fer 


oully, to offer it to them, but they. did not think fit to embrace.it. - (+17) 


. Deſpiſeſt thou'the riches of God's goodneſs ? how can any man deſpiſe that, 
wide doth not concern him, which never was offered him, *which at leaſt 
he hath no ground of confidence,.that it extendeth ro him? - | 


F . 


Theſe things I ſpeak that ye may be ſaved: {o our Lord faith to thoſe 


-»--who did not believe in him. 
How often have 1 willed, &c., 
Denying the Lord that bought them. | F4 
eG,” It is a great encouragement and excitement ta devotion. Wha'can 
be backward of having recourſe to his Redeemer ; or of uſing his mediati- 


on ? whom will not ſuchan experiment of goodneſs invite and encourage ? 


But the contrary apprehenſion muſt needs damp devotion, and diſcou- 
ragefrom it. He can apply himſelfto God but faintly, and Liftruſtfully, 


who diſtruſteth whether he hath any Redeemer or Mediatour or no. Who | 


muſt. thus conceive and fay to himſelf: perhaps God hath loved me, and 


perhaps he never had nor will have any regard to my welfare. . Perhaps 


 Chrii# died with intention do do me good, perhaps he never did mean * 


any ſuch ng : perhaps thoſe expreſſions of kindneſs ſounding ſo generally 
do not include me, perhaps I am excluded, and only deluded by them. 
When a man cannot ſay to Chri#, O my Saviour--Omy Mediatour, &c. 
nor uſe. his interceſſion! with God for the procurement of faith, of grace, 
of any good thing, .. #- 
7. It is aground and motive of charity ; there ariſing thence a more 
conliderable relation berween all men ; being all the objeQts of Chriif's 
love and mercy, ſhould endear mea to one another; it rendereth every 
man valuable in our eyes, as dear and pretions in God's fight, It ſhould: 
make his ſalvation Jefirezble tons.” oor. | 
Pray for all men, faith St, Paul. 


The 


os The Deftrine of "Univerſal Redemption F Vol-HI: | 


Dl ale cuba Layers rejected the counſel of God toward them, (God 
there ED As. 


| | gin XII. oy aſſerted and explained. 6A MA 4.23 


——_ me | 


' +; The contrary opinion removeth his ground of charity ; and ſo coo- 
ts £1 ot 2trt a = Toy 785 ds r0Q"; 1.0 
\ $::Tt ſhould conſequently' render. us careful to promote the ſalvation of 
hets,: and fearful to hinder it by ill eMmple, by il] dotrine, by-any 
mighehaviour. © So.doth St. Pe4l argue, when he ſaith, Deſftroyeft thou him 
farwhom Chri#t died? 580 + 5 £ _ 
. *.::94 It is-a piece of juſtice to-atknowledge the right and intereſt of every 
man if his Saviour.” | $976 Wer 6 or 355 
.A,wrong to exclude any;:to confine and appropriate this great blef: 
{ing;;- to engrols,: ro encloſe a Common ; to: reſtrain that by forging: di- 
ftin&tions, which' is ſo unlimitedly expreſſed. ob4y; 7 in3:1} 
- :. The undertakings and performances of our Saviour did reſpe&.all men 
- 8 the- common works of riature-do ; as the. air we breath! in, as the.Sun 
which ſhineth on us; the which' are not given to any man particularly; 
but! to all generally; not as a proper Incloſure, but'as a Common-+--they 
are indeed mine, ' but not otherwiſe than as-they:do belong to all men. 
A gift they, are to all equally, though they 'do not prove to all a bleſ: 
ſing ; there being no common gift, which by the refuſal, negleQ, or ill 
uſe of it may not/prove acurſe ----- 4 ſavour of death, | 


"——_— 
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- The Nativity of our Lord tidings of 
oreat* Joy. 


- LUKE IE. 16. 


| And the Angel ſaid unto them, ' Fear not, for Behold, I bring JOU 492 5 thay. 
| tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people. 25. Mopar Xo: 

| nwris Eocu 7224» 
| Tim a2. 


| H E proper buſineſs of a Feſtival is ſpiritual joy, conceived in our 
BB hearts, by reflexion on ſome notable bleſſing conferred on us ; ac- 
| companied with a grateful ſegſe and expreſſion, anſwerable to the 
ſpecial Dey ao mercy of God, in due proportion to the natureand de- 
gree of that blefling; : er adi 


Such 


tld. 2. ts bo. 


_ The Nativity of our\Lord tidings of great Foy. .''| Vol; 


1Theff, 5. 16..:>Snch joy is a duty, ora part of ve | devotion; ed byGod, 


and very acceptable to him; for as God would have his : rvants perhe. 
tually contetit,” well ſatisfied, and chearful in all ſtates, andiupon*a 
fpecily demand from us, that we ſhould:et. 


ing ſeemly, it being juſt ſo to do ; for ſince joy is a natural reſulrof er 
obtaining wha ever we do apprehend good;zor:eſteem and affeft;" the con. 


ſot0 rejoyce, :then ſurely itis now; whewrthe faireſt occaſion, andHhiphief 
cauſe of joy, [that ever was; is preſented tous ; when certain newsfon 
heaven, andthe beſt that evercame from'thence, of the moſt adtnirable, 
the. moſt glorious, the moſt beneficial everit, that ever pon in'the 
world, is in amariner ſutably' rare conveyedito us; :for Behold,” faiththe 
Angel, I bring you tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all-people. 1 + 
Upon which Words. (each whereof is-emphatical, and pregnant 'with 
matter obſervable ) we ſhall firſt make a brief deſcant or paraphraſe, 
{ſupplying the room of a curious Analyſis ;” then we ſhall urge the main 
duty couched in them. Ty EY 
192, Behold: this is a word denoting admiration, exciting attention, in- 
timating aſſurance: Behold and admire ; it-is no meat, no ordinary mat- 
ter, that I report, but a moſt remarkable, a very marvellous event : Be. 


_ hold, and attend; it is a buſineſs not to be paſſed over with ſmall regard, 


but moſt worthy your conſideration, of high moment, and concernment, 
to you. Behold, and ſze,; "tis no _uhcertain, no obſcure thing ; bur that 
whereof you may be fully aſſured, asif it were moſt evident to your ſetiſe, 


and which by conſpicuous proofs ſhall be*demonſtrated; in the mean 


while you have no light authority for ut; for | . | 
Edeyyinitous, I bring good tidings; I, an Angel, a ſpecial Meſſenger 
of God purpoſely ſent on this errand, that by the ſtrangeneſs of my ape 
parition I may excite youto regard it, by the weight of my teſtimony I 
may incline you to believe-it; by the dignity of my nature I may declare 
the importance of it: 7, a faithful ſervant of God, and a kind iriend to -- 
men, very willing at hiscommand to perform good offices to them, do 
bring a meſſage, well becoming an Angel's mouth, worth my deſcent 
from heaven, and putting on this viſible ſhape ; for 1bring 
Eve xeegv wedalw, good tydings of great joy: T bring zidings,, that 
may gratifie the curioſity of any man, the mind of man naturally being 
greedy of news; good ridings, thoſe are welcome to all men, and apt to 
yield more pleaſure, than any knowledge we had before : tidings of joy ; 
ſuch as may'not only miniſter a dry fatisfa&tion to your reaſon, but ſenli- 
bly touch your afSions by the comfortable nature, and beneficial ten- 
dency ofthem: tidings of great joy; as not touching any indifferent or pet- 


ty buſineſs, but affairs of neareſt concernment, and highelt conſequence to 


you: ( ſuch indeed, as you ſhall underſtand, whicli do concern, not-the 
poor intereſts of this world, not the ſorry pleaſures of ſenſe, not any flen- 
der advantage of your preſent life, and temporal ſtate; but your ſpiritual 
welfare, your. everlaſting condition, the future joy and happineſs. of your 
ſouls) ridings indeed the moſt gladſome, that ever ſounded upon earth, 
that ever entred into mortal ear ; theſe 1 5ring | 


: Tuly, 
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'Tuir, to jou: to you ſhepherds ; perſons of mean condition, and fim- 
ple capacity, leading this innocent and humble ſort of life, employed in pauperibur at- 
your honeſt vocation, undergoing toilſome labour, and fore hardſhip; 9% vigilant 
witneſs the open field, witneſs the cold ſeaſon, witneſs the dark night in ng ug 
which I find you watching, and guarding your ſheep; toyou, whoicould Luke 2. 8. 
expe no very welcome tidings ; who are little concerned in any, great 
tranſactions ; and can have ſmall ambition or hope of bettering. your 
condition by any changes here; even to you ( not in the firſt place to 
the mighty Prizces, to the craſty Stateſman, to the ſage Philoſophers, 
' or learned Rabbzes, to the. wealthy Merchants, or fine Citizens, who now 
are warm in their houſes, enjoying their eaſe and pleaſure ; repoſing 
on their beds, or fitting by their fires, or revelling at their banquets 
and ſports ; but to you) poor, harmleſs, filly, induttrious ſouls; - who 
well may repreſent the greater and better part of mankind, in this ſur- 
_ priſing and abſolute free way, the gratious Lord of heaven by me his 
ipecial miniſter doth vouchſate to ſend from thence 77dings of great joy; 
which ſhall be | 
| Nlawrt 76 az, fo all people; or rather to all the people ; that is to God's | 
ancient and peculiar people, in regard to which it is ſaid, I was not Mat. r5. 24: 
ſent but to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael ; to that people I lay eſpe- OT Arena 
cially, primarily, and more immediately this joy did appertain; it by a Luke 24 2k 
cloſer relation to God, and ſpecial intereſt in his promiſes having plain- Ads 13: 46: 
eſt -title thereto; it from anticipations of knowledge, faith and hope be- 72 Sh 
ing more capable to admit ſuch an overture ; it indeed being the repre- Rom. 9. 4: 
ſentative of all the ſpiritual 7rael, or faithful ſeed of Abraham, for whom 
the benefits which theſe tidings import were deſigned ; to it firſt indeed, 
but mediately and confſequentially to all people diſperſed on the face of 
the earth : The expreſſion ſeemeth adapted to the preſent conceits of that 
Nation, which apprehended nothing about God's tavourable intentions to 
the community of men ; but in effect it is to be underſtood extenſively in 
reference to all people : for the Saviour, the Chri, the Lord, of whom 
this good news did report, was not only to be the Redeemer; and Go- 
vernour of that {mall people, but of the World, of every Nation, of all 
mankind: Here indeed we have 7.:1} 75 aap, 70 all the people; but in 
_ the vane dimmittis of old Simeon, we have rerrav $f aecy, of all the peg- 
_ ples ;, Mine eyes (faid he) have ſeen thy ſalvation, which thou haſt prepa- 
red before the face of all the peoples : As he was the glory of his people 

Ifrael; as in him God aid viſit and redeem that his people ; ſo he was Luke 2. 32. 
made -a light to lightew the Gentiles, and to be for ſalvation to the utter- 1. 68; 
moſt ends of the earth ; He was the expectation of Iſrael; but he was like- WE a 
wile the deſire of all nations; He was deſtin'd to rule in Sion; but the Luke 2. 38. 
Heathen alſo were given for his inberitance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 4 wy 
earth for his poſſeſſton; He was the root of Jeſſe, which ſhould fend for an Mic. x. 2. 
enſign of the people, to which the Gentiles ſhould ſeck; He was that Royal - IT, 10. 
perſon, of whom the Pſalmi# did ſing, Mer ſhall be bleſſed in him, all n4- Ows-FÞ 
tions ſhall call him bleſſed, : | | 

He was to be born by Nation a Jew, but a man by nature ; the Sor 
of man, was a ſtyle which he commonly did own, and affe& no leſs, 
than the Soz of Abraham, or of David; he was born indeed ander the Gal. 4. 4. 
iaw, but of awoman; and. therefore brother to us all, as partaker. of the Hev. >. 14 --- 
. ſame fleſh and blood, Hence was he endued with an humane compaſ- 

ſion, and with a fraternal affection toward all men ; hence was he dif- 


poſed to extend the benefit of his charitable and gratious performances 
unto them a}. 


Luke 2. 3: 


Judes 


— — —— ———_—— 
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Luke 2. 14. 


Heb. 19. 7. 
J-hn 6, 38, 


Iſl. 979, Io 96, fo I A If «\ 
Thu Tegliegy 38 canes. Gnpaveray 


Iſa. 54. 1. 35-1: 42.86; 
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Judea therefore mult not engroſs this angelical Goſpel; it is of itnpor- 
tance molt univerſal and unlimited, reaching through all ſucceſſions of 
time, and all extenſions of place; filling all ages and regions of the 


Rom. is. 10. yy a4 bas - Domes Nox Wag , | OR 
Dele-42.4% world, with matter, and with obligation of joy: Hence even by Moſes 


antiently (according to St. Paz7's interpretation ) were all nations upon 
this:account invited to. .a common joy ; Rejoyce, ſaid he, O ye nations 


with his people, : 'Hence, in torelight of this event, the Holy P/almi# ( as 


the Fathers expound him ) did ſing, The: Lord 
. reigneth, let the earth rejoyce, let the multitude: 
Ites be glad thereof : Hence Sing, O thou barren, 


© 


As 2 oh Ppaſkan Tevocenns,! fi vol thou that didit not bear, break forth into ſinging and. 
mug iter refte juttfligentierentie.. Bug, 1. yy aloud, thou that didFt not travel with child-<«-Tho 


pence 5 and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad, the © 
Wt \. deſart ſhall rejojee and bloſſom as the roſe «a. Sing 
anto the Lord a nev ſong, and his praiſe from the end of the earth, ſaid | 
the Evangelical Prophet in regard to this diſpenfarion ; In fine, this 4». 
gel himſelf did inrerpret his own words, when in conſort with the hea- 
venly Choir he ſang that Aztheme, Glory be to God in the higheit; on earth 
peace, and good-will toward men; whence we may collect that a piece dif. 
tuſed 'over the earth, and agood-will extended toward all men were im- 
plied in theſe ridings of great joy to all people, ; 
We then are all concerned 1n- theſe ::zdizg5, and we may look on them 
as by this heavenly Evazgeliſt imparted to us; whence our duty mult be 
to liſten with reverent attention unto them, ſeriouſly to weigh the purport 
of them, diligently to contetnplate the reaſons.of that great joy, which 
effectually ſhould be produced m us by them, as their proper and due 


reſult; to further which praRtice, let us take ſome proſpect of this Goſpel, 


whereby ir may. appear pleaſant, and apt to kindle a ſprightly joy in our 
hearts. . The matter of it, is the Natzwity of our ever bleſſed Lord, and 
Saviour Feſus Chrit ;, for, To you, ſaith our Angel, ts born this day a Savis 
ear, who us Chriſt the Lord, an occurrence fraught with all the greateſt cauſes 
of joy imaginable ; as importing innumerable, unexpreſſibly and uncon- 
ceivably valt advantages thence {ſpringing to us. F 
It-doth miniſter occaſion of rejoycing tor all the bleflings which did flow 
fromeach of his ſalutary undertakings and performances ; for all the mer- 
cies. purchaſed: by the merits of. his obedience, and by the price of his 
blood; for all the graces ifluing from his diſpenſation of the Holy Spirit ; 
for all the benefits conſequent on his illuſtrious reſurre&tion, aſcention and 
glorification; as being; a good:entrance to them, yea, a great progreſs in 
them, and a certain pledge of their full accompliſhment ; tor all the work 
of our redemption was 1n a manner atchieved, when our Saviour did ap- 
pear; his incarnation was the great ſtep toward it; as being an act of the 
humbleſt obedience, and of the higheſt merir, that could any-wiſe be per- 


- formed, for fatisfying thesjuſtice of God, and winning his favour toward 


us : His taking «p life may well ſeem more meritorious, than his /aying t 
down, and the chief paſſion which he could ever undergo; His death was | 
a' paſſion, great as death could be ; His life alſo was a continual paſſion, 
or exerciſe. of huge patience; bur his birth ſeemeth to be the greatelt and 
ſtrangelt paſſion of all; involving the loweſt ſubmiſſion, and the deepelt 
ſuffering : What nobler facrifice could there be, than God's offering him- 
{elf upto mortality, to infirmity, to flavery ? What obedience can be, 
thought of comparable to-that which he did expreſs when he ſaid, Lo ! 
come to do thy will, O God: I came down, . not that I might do my own will, 
but the will of him that ſent me? for him to deſcend from heaven, the 
regi- 
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region of light and' bliſs, into this gloomy and ſad world, for him in a 
manner to deveſt himſelf of celeſtial Majeſty, and toaſſume the ſorm of 
a ſervant; for him to be encloſed in a womb, and to come out wailing 
thence, to ſuck at a breaſt for life, to be carried in arms, and laid in a 
manger ; to enter on a ſtage of Beirp ſo very low 
and homely ; for him, I fay, the Lord of Glory, thus , Plz. oo, 
. N : 2U]3y oxtvworer, £xv,0v £74ntHyws 

to-empty, and abaſe himſelf, may not this reaſonably 
be deemed more, than after his becoming man to 
ſuſtain all the grievances incident to our nature and |_ *H mgjoanJic # ongude intudignrts 
ſtate ? whence the very aſſumption of fleſh was (ſaith Peg age bee es ras 
St. Athanaſius ) theredemption of all mankind : He was © © 
at leaſt thence engaged in the way of aCting and ſuf- auyw ile ot tavis ogxr, Os 
fering what-ever was needful for our recovery ; and Greg: Naz. or. 38. 
having gone {o far, aſſuredly he never would flinch ©, Si aut 
or recoil, but would go through with all ; being ,;,, | ad eters poveltic, Leo M. dt - 
come he would ſhew himſelf come to purpoſe, lea- wat. Som. 5. 
ving no part unfiniſhed of his grand deſign. 

So that as they, who celebrate the birth of a Prince, do mean thereby 
to exprels their joy for all the good which they do hopefully preſume to 
enjoy from his protection and conduct afterward in all his life; and as 
they who welcome the Sun-riſing, do imply their fatisfaRion in the con- 
veniences of his light through the whole enſuing day; fo may the Nat-:- 
vity of our Lord afford matter of rejoycing for all thetrain of mighty bleſ- 
fings which do ſucceed it. We may therefore now well confider him born 
to 1nſtruEt us by his excellent doQrine, and to guide us by his perfe& ex- 
ample; born to merit God's mercy and favour toward us by an entire 
ſubmiſſion to God's pleaſure; in the whole condu&t of his life, and in 
the final reſignation of it: born to renew and ſanQifie our nature, to ſup- 
port and (trengthen us in obedience to God's commandments, to ſuccour 
us in temptations, to comfort us in diſtreſſes by his grace ; born to rear 
himſelf from the grave for confirming our faith, and enſuring our hopes of 
ſalvation; born to aſcend up above all the heavens to God's right hand, 
there effeQtually to intercede for us, thence liberally to diſpenſe all hea- 
venly bleſſings to us: Well may we now rejoyce, as ſeeing him come to 
diſcloſe the way of happineſs, to eſtabliſh the eavenant of Grace, to void 
all the obſtruQtions, and ſubdue all the enemies fo our welfare : well may 
we celebrate this 6ir#b, as by its virtue bleſſing the Patriarchs, enlight= 
ning the Prophets, inſpiringMartyrs with faith and courage, endewing 2»ir, 5 7« 


fu 


all che Saints, that &er have been, with grace, and crowning them with \'; rt 
glory ; ſo thatin this Day we have the Paſ/on, the Paſch, the Aſcenſion, the ris yjs:0w 
Pentecoſt, the Memorials of every Saint ſuggeſted to us ; the joys of all Ces 
our Feſtivals do conſpire or commence 1n this; which is the head and Na: 
ſpring, which 1s the fruitful ſeed, which is the hopeful morning of them all. 
Ndy]a Tevra 4 Tepions nuiczs yds fi ainy 38 Tezn ff in:tis anavd9y. All theſe Greg) 
things (ſaith St. Gregory Nyſſene ) are the grace of this preſent day, for it be- BO OR RTY: 
gan the goods, which aid in order ſucceed. 

But waving the numberleſs benefits ſo conſequent on the Nativity, we 
ſhall only touch ſome of thoſe which have a more formal and cloſe rela- 
tion thereto, | | 

I paſs over the contemplation of that ſweer harmony betweea the old, 
and the new World ; in which, to our comfortable fatisfaQtion, the ſweet- 
eſt attributes of God (his goodneſs, his wiſdom, his fidelity and conſtan- 
cy ) do 1liuitrare themſelves, by completion of the ancient promiſes, pre- 
hicurations and predictions touching this event. 


Ii OS 


———— 
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I forbear alſo'to reflect on the happy alteration and amendment of the 
World, which our Lord's coming did induce, by comparing the ſtate of 
things before it, with that which followed it ; the conlideration of which 
caſe 1s very pleaſant, and produttive of joy, Fir## then, 
Gapictia & binignitas Dez ac ſalutifers I, Let _ conſider, that the Nattvit) doth 1mport 
on mora capaciores nos ſue tocationis FE Completion of many ancient promiſes, prediti- 
effecit, ut qued multis ſienis, multis 20 i- ons and prefigurations concerning it ; that whereas 
bes, multiſque myſtertss per tt fuerar jcala 21] former diſpenſations of favour and metcy were as 
pr onunciatum, in his dithus Evargelit non = "wid , Sales 
elſ't ambiguum, &c; Leo P. d: Nat. Serm.z. Preludes or preambles to this ; the 0/2 Law did aim 
| to repreſent it 1n 1ts mylterious pomps ; the chief of 
providential occurrences did intimate it; the Prophets oiten in their myſti. 
cal raptures did allude to it, and often in clear terms did expreſs it ; the 
gracious deſigns of God, and the longing expeQations of mankind bein 
{o varioully implied 1n regard thereto; now all 1s come to be fulfilled, and 
perfeQed in moſt clear, moſt eftectual, moſt ſubſtantial accompliſhment: 
Now is ſprung up that ſeed of the woman, which according to the firſt Go. 
Gen. 3. 15- ſpel preached to Abraham, ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head; Now is the myſti- 
22. 18.cal Iſaac, the miraculous Son of promiſe born; Now 1s that grant to Abra- 
Gal. 3.8» 16: hams, In thy ſeed ſhall all nations of the earth be bleſſed, made good; Now is 
20149 1%: Shiloh come, of whom Jacob foreboded, wnto him the gatherings of the people 
Devr. 18. 15. ſhall be; Now 1s that Oracle of Moſes more than verified, A Prophet (þall 
AGs 3-2? the Lord your God vaiſe up unto you of yorer brethren, like to me, him ſhall je 
Num. 24. 16. hear ; Now the ſtar is come out of Jacob, The viſion whereof dazled Bala- 
am, and ſtopped. him from curling that people, in which it ſhould ariſe ; 
Pſa. 132. 11, NOW 1s that oath diſcharged, to David, Of the fruit of thy body will I ſet 
Luke 1. 33. pon thy throne ; Now thoſe illuſtrious predictions of 1ſay, There ſhall come 
I. 1 1-7-1+-forth arod ont of the ſtem of Jeſſe-+--- 4 Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a ſon ; 
Rom. 14. 26. 20 718 a child is born, to 14 a ſon. us given, and the government ſhall be on his 
Jer. 22.5 ſhoulders ;, There ſhall come ont of Sion the deliverer, and ſhall turn ungoali. 
Txhi3.g" meſs from Jacob, are fully accompliſhed: Now the righteous branch (of 
6. 12. Which Jeremy and Zychary ſpake ) is ſprouted forth; And Ezekiels One 
Ezck. 34 23 Shepherd, Daniel's Son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven ; Mitalis 
Dog 7. bs Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe goings forth have been from old ; Haggay's Deſire of all 
Mic. 5.2. Nations; Malachy's Angel of the: Covenant, and Son of Righteouſneſs have 
Ila, All intruth appeared: Now is that glorious Kjzg and Captain arrived, 
Mal. 3. 1. 4.2. Whom the holy Oracles do ſo magniticently deſcribe; whom Moſes and 
Joſhua, whom Davidand Solomon 1n fo many pat circumſtances did fore- 
PC. 2.6. 45. 6. ſhadow ; whom God would ſer wpor his boly hill of Sion ; The ſcepter of 
Ms 15.16, Phoſe Kingdom is a mig hty ſcepter ; who ſhould raiſe the tabernacle of David 
Am.9. 11. that ts fallen; before whom all Kjngs ſhould fall down, and whom all nations 
Luke 1.13. ſhould ſerve, Who ſhould reign over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of whoſe 
Mis 7 ON Kingdom there ſhall be no end, | | 
Aug.inPſgs. Now what can be more delightful, or fatisfaftory to our mind, than 
toreflect on this {weet harmony of things, this good- 
, Non Htaque nov conſelio Des rebus ham”  ]y correſpondence between the old, and new World; 
a gy ay” nc beg a wherein ſo pregnant evidences of God's chief attri- 
Jam [alatis inſtjtuit. Leo P. de Nat. Serm. 3. butes ( of his goodneſs, of his wiſdom, of his fidelity 
| and conſtancy) all conſpiring, to our benefit do ſhine? 
Is it not pleaſant to contemplate how provident God hath ever been for 
our welfare ? what trains from the world's beginning, or ever fince our 
unhappy fall he hath been laying to repair and reſtore us? how wiſely he 
hath ordered all diſpenſations with a convenient reference and tendency to 
this maſterpiece of grace ? how ſteady he hath been in proſecuting his de- 
ſigns, and how faithful in accompliſhing his promiſes concerning it ? 7 
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If the holy Patriarchs did ſee-this day, aud were glad; if a glimpſe thete- Jo. 8. 55. 
of did cauſe their hearts * zo /eap with them; if its ,- - : 
very dawn had on the Spirits of the Prophers ſo vigo- A Cats Mrodiuren rake Lidia 
' rous an influence ; what comfort and complacence «7ſt Santti Prophets, ciun es videbant in 
ſhould we feel in thisits real preſence, and bright aſ= 577% mn rt ſed adbuc ſutra 
pe& on us? how ſenſibly ſhould we be affeQted with _ 0 fi 
this our happy advantage above them ; the which our Lord himſelf then 
did teach us to eſtimate duly, when he ſaid, Bleſſed are your eyes, for they Mat. 13. 16» 
ſee ; and your ears, for they hear ;, for verily T ſy unto you, that many Pro- "7 
phets and righteous men have _ to ſee thoſe thi 


"gs which ye ſee, and have 
not ſeen them; and to hear thoſe things which ye hear, and have not heard 
them. | 


2. Letus conſiderwhat alteration our Lord's coming did induce, by.com- | 
paring the ſtate of things before it to that which followed/it. The old Eph. 2. 14., | 
World then conſiſting of two parts, ſevered by a ſtrong wall of partition, : 
made up of difference in opinion, in praQtice, in affeRion, together with T0 
a ſtriCt prohibition to one of holding entercourſe with the other. _ 

Of one, and that far the greater part, St. Paul hath given us theſe deſcri- 
ptions and charaQters; They were aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, Eph. 2. 12. 
ond ſtrangers from the covenant, having no hope, and being without God in 
the world; They were by nature the children of wrath, and of diſobedience : q 
They were dead in irepaſſes and ſins, walking according to the courſe of this 2, 
world, according to the Princ® of the power of the air, the Spirit. that * 
worketh in the children of diſobedience ; They did walk in the vanity of their Eph. 4: 17 — 
mind, _ their underſtanding derkned, being alienated from the life of 
God, through the ignorance that was in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their 
heart ;, and being paſt feeling, did give themſelves over unto: laſciviouſueſs, to 
work all uncleanneſs with preedineſs;” They had their converſation in the luſts FL 
of the fleſh, fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind; being foooltp, - 
aiſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and plea. at. ob 
ſures, living in malice , and exvy, hateful, and hating DR Ft? x 6 7 
one-another : Such was the caſe ( the diſmally wretch- » Cor, 6.11.  2Cor. 4- 4- 
ed caſe) of the Gentile world; ſuch were our forefa- |» 33 OY bt 
thers(ſuch after them of courſe, by fatal conſequence, Fo M7 bs 
ſhould we have been) They were in their minds blinded with groſs igao- 
rance, and deluded with foul errours ; they were in their wills and afteQi- 

+ ons corrupted with great diſorder, perverſneſs,ſenſuality, malice  they.did 
in their converſation pradtice all ſorts of impiety, inzquity.and impurity; : 
their conceptions of God were very unworthy,and their worſhip anſwera- 
bly ſuch (full of ſotriſh, ſavage, beaſtly ſuperſtirions) their principles were 
vain, and their fe conformably diſſolute ; in{hort, they lived under the do- 


my 493 - 


, 


mination and influence of wicked Spirits; who thence 

are ſtyled Lords and Princes of this worla,of this airof _  Eph.6. 12. 2.2. 

this fecular darkneſs: Even of the wiſeſtamong them Ray wares ES ye LE 

(the number of whom, notwithſtanding the elatter _ Col. 1.13. 2. r5. © Afs 26. 18.) 

their writings made, was very {mall and inconſi-  , I | 

derable) of thofe who by the condutt of natural light irove:to diſengage 

themſelves from vulgar miſtakes.and ITAL heal was little better; 

for even their minds after all their ſtudious di Seton and debates) pra- 

_ ved dark and giddy ; full of ignorance, of errour, of doubt in regard to 

the main points of religion, and of morality ; ſome of them. flatly deny-- 

ing the exiſtence, .or (which in effe& is the ſame) the providence of God; 

the natural diltintion between good andeyil, the ſpirityal nature and fu- 

ture ſublittence of our ſouls, the diſpenſation of rewards ant PONSS 
END "Y after 
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aftet this life; others wavering in doubt, or having but faint perſnafions 
about theſe matters ; few or none having clear notions, or ſteady opinions 
about any ſuch things ; whence their practice, in correſpondence to their 
rules, muſt needs have been very looſe, or very lame; fo that well mighr 
Ara>045were. Our Apoſt le ſay of them, They became vain in their reaſonings, and. their fool. 
Rom. 1. 21 jſh heart was darkned ;, profeſſing themſetves wiſe, they became fools; And as 
_ they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to 4 re. 
probate mind, to do thoſe things which are not convenient. 
As for the other part, or little parcel of men, the condition of that was 
alſo very low; if the reſt of the world did he in dark night, they did live 
Col. 2.179. but in a dusky twilight ; their Religion was much wrapt up 1n ſhadow 
Heb.8-5.10.1- and myſtery ; they had but dilute 1des's of God's nature, and ſcant diſco. 
| veries of his will; their law or rule of praCtice, in divers reſpeQts was de. 
* Rom. 8. 3 feRtive and infirm; they were lock*d under the diſcipline of childiſh rud;. 
Gal. 3- 21: ments, ſuting their raw capacities, and under thebondage of {laviſh yokeg 
7 > befitting their ſtubborn diſpoſitions ; which defailances in notion their pra- 
Qice commonly did out-ſtrip; being'fond, corrupt, hypocritical, void of 
interiour, ſubſtantial and genuine righteouſneſs; as the old Prophets did 
often complain, and as our Lord, with his Apoſtles, did urge. JE 
Such was the ſtate of the World in its parts, and joyntly of the whole i 
Gal. 3.22, May be ſaid, that it was ſbur up 4zder fin and guilt; under darkneſs and 
Rorg. 11.32. Weakneſs, under death and corruption, under forrow and woe: that no 
3-9, '9- full declaration of God's pleafure, no clear overture of mercy, no expreſs 
rar: of ſpiritual aid, no certain redemption from the filth, or the force of 
kn, from the ſtroak of death, from due puniſhment hereafter ; no encou- 
ragements ſutable to high devotion, or ftrift virtue, were any-wiſe in a 
Ifa.9.1. folemn_ .way exhibited or diſpenſed before our Lora*s appearance :. fo that 
_ Mat. 4 15- well might all men be then repreſented as Cimmerians, fitting in darkneſs, 
in the region and ſhadow of death ; well may we ſuppoſe all ages foregoing 
to have teemed with hope, and deſire of this happy day ; or that (as 
Rom. 8.22. St, Paul ſaith the whole creation ( that is, all mankind) groneth together, 
and travelleth together antil now ; as labouring with pangs of implicit de- 
fire, or under a painful ſenſe of needing a Saviour ; well might Eſay thus 
proclaim his coming ; Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, and the glory of 
16.601 the Lord is riſen apon thee; for behold darkneſs ſhall cover the land, and groſ 
darkneſs the people ;, but the Lord ſhall ariſe upon thee, and his glory ſhall be 
ſeen upon thee, and the Gentiles ſhall come to thy light, and Kjngs to the 
Plal. 98. 2» brightneſs of thy riſing : tor, Now the Lord hath made known his ſalvation, 
his. righteouſneſs hath he openly ſhewed in the ſight of the heathen ; The Lord 
hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; and all the enas of 
the earth do ſee the ſalvation of our God, wks | | 
r Theſf. 5.5, Now we are all children of the light, and of the day; all do know God from 
( 2 Cor. 3-18 che leaſt to thegreateſt ; the rareſt, the deepeſt notions are grown common 
4. 6. : x . : 
Heb. 8.11. and obvious; every Child is inftruted 1n the higheſt truths, every Pea- 
Jer. 31. 33- {ant is become a great Philoſopher, (beyond Ariſtotle, or Plato, or Epi- 


fetws ) $kilful of the beſt knowkd 8 able to direct his life in the belt way, 
capable of obtaining the beſt good. 


» 


PEN, Now the Spirirof God-(the ſpirit of direCtion, of ſuccour, of comfort 

Joel, 2. is. ſpiritual ) is poured upon all fleſh. Now the grace of God, that bringeth 
Tir. 2 11. "ſalvation, hath | (rink to all men; fully inftrufting them 1n their duty, - 

Luke 24-47* and ſtrongly efabling them to perform it, realy offering them mercy, 

mightily encouraging them with hopes of moſt leffed rewards, 

Row Jew and Gentile are re-united and compatted inone body; walking 

1n the fame light, and under obligation to the ſame laws; {haring in a 

Come 
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common redemption and inheritance 5 being inſeparably linked together Eph. 3 5. 


with the bands of faith, of charity, of ſpiritual fraternity ; thus o/d things 
are paſſed nway, behold all things are become new, in virtue and conſequence 


2.15. 
2 Con $. 15+ 


of our Lord*s-appearance: In contemplation of which ſo great, ſo gene- aig $2. 


ral, fo nappy a change, how can we forbear to rejoyce ? 


Heb. yg. 10, 


But farther, that we may yet more nearly touch the point : 

3. Let us conſider that the Nativity of our Lord is a grand inſtance, a 
pregnant evidence, a rich earnelt of Almighty God's very great afteQtion _ 
a0d benignity toward mankind : for, Iz this ( faith St. John ) the love of God John 4. 9. 
was manifeſted, that God ſent his only begotten ſon into the world; and > 4 19,07. 
Through the tender mercies of our God ( ſang old Zgchary ) the day ſpring Lake f; 4 
from on high did viſit us ; This indeed 1s the peculiar experiment, wherein 
that moſt divine attribute did ſhew and ſignalize it ſelf. The power of 


God doth brightly ſhine in the creation, the wiſdom 
of God may clearly be diſcerned in the government 
of things; but the incarnation of God is that work, 
is that diſpenſation of grace, wherein the divine good- 
neſs doth moſt conſpicuouſly difplay it ſelf: How in- 
deed poſſibly could God have demonſrated a greater 
exceſs of kindneſs toward us, than by thus tor our 
fake and good ſending his deareſt Son out of his bo- 
ſom into this ſordid and fervile eſtate, ſubjeQting him 
toall the infirmities of our frail nature, expoſing him 
to the worſt inconveniences of 'our low condition ? 
what expreſſions can ſignifie, what compariſons can 


Oo 
Apparuerat ante prtentia in terum cy. 
ation, apparebat ſapi.ntia in earum guber= 
*atione, ſel benignitas miſericordie nunc 
maxime 4P1ruzt in humgnitare, Bern, de 

Nat, Serm. 1. 


Semper quidem divefis m:dis, mulif{que 
menſdris hiza'o genert bonitas aAtuind Cone 
ſulait, & piurima providertie ſue munera 
omnib4s retro ſecuits clementir impartiit 5 
fed in noviſſinis tewporibus omnem abundan-' 
tian ſolite benignitatis exceſſit ; quando in 
Chriſta ipſa ad percatores miſericerdia, i ſa 
ad errantes virttas, Tjfa ad mortus vita des. 
ſ endit, &c, P.Leo M1. de Nat. Serm. 4. 


ſet out the ſtupendious vaſtneſs of this kindneſs? If | 

we ſhould imagine, that a great prince ſhould put his only ſon ( a ſon (Vf. 36-6. 
molt lovely, and worthily moſt beloved) into Tags, ſhould diſmiſs him = ***:+') 
' from ' his Court, ſhould yield him up into the hardeſt ſlavery, merely 

to the intent, that he thereby might redeem from captivity the meanelt 

and baſeſt of his ſubjects, how faint a reſemblance would this be of that 

immenſe goodneſs, of- thar incomparable mercy, which in this inſtance 

the King of all the World hath declared toward vs his poor vaſlals, his 

indeed unworthy rebels ? 0b | 

And: what greater reaſon of joy can there be, than ſuch an aſſurance of 
his love, on whoſe love all our good dependeth, 'in whoſe love all our fe- 
licity confiſteth? what can be more delightful than to view the face of our 
Almighty Lord fo graciouſly ſmiling upon us ? = 
| Should we not be extremely glad, ſhould we not be-proud, if our 
earthly prince by any ſingular mark would expreſs himſelf kindly afteQed. 
to us? how much more ſhould we reſent ſucha teſtimony of God's favour ; 
bow worthily may our ſouls be tranſported with a ſenſe of ſuch affetion ? 

4. We may conſider our Lord's nativity, as not only expreſſing ſimple 
oil, but implying a perfe&t reconciliation, a firm peace, a ſteady 
riendſhip eitabliſhed berween God and us: or that it did not only pro- 
ceed from love, bur did alſo produce love to us. We did {tand at a great 
diſtance, in eſtrangement, yea un enmity toward God; our firit'parents had 
by preſumptuous diſobedience revolted from him ; and we inſiſting on the. 

' footſteps of their Apoitaſie continued in defiance of him; all men had ſin- Rem. 3. 24. 
med, andfallen ſhort of the glory of God ; There was not a righteous man upon , 9:3. 
earth, that aid good, and ſinned not; Whence unavoidably the wrath of the "wh 27 

moſt holy God was incenſed, the juſtice of the molt righteous Lord was 

enpaged againſt us ; thence did iflve a ſad doom, thence ajult ſentence Leo de Naz. 

of capita] puniſhment was denounced on us; no pretence of favour, no Te: 
QVET+ 
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pear; we no-wiſe being able to expun 
drexaMonga. op : ah oh: 

tion in the mind and will, which did ſeal us y 
© ruine, indiſpoſing us either to find, or to entertain 


W.tud? vx Fo q x ov. 


W 2UNge Our guilt, 
to repair our offences, to recover out of that corrup. 


p to 


mercy ; But our Lord's coming did appeaſe that 
anger, did mollify- that juſtice, . did ſuſpend: that 
condemnation, did cloſe the breach, and /lay the ex. 
mity ; God (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ) ſending his So 
in the likeneſs Hl ſinful fleſh, and for ſin, did condemn ſin 
in the feſp : for, how can God now avert his face 
from us, whom his only dear Son hath vouchſafed to 
make and own for his brethren ? how can he look 
with an eye of diſpleaſure on that nature, wherewith 
that Son of his love ſtandeth clothed before him? 
how can he abide offended with our race, in which 
pure innocence and perfeCt obedience are found; he 
now appearing with us, and for us, in whom not 
the ſtricteſt juttice, no the ſhrewdeſt malice can de- 
{cry any fault or blemiſh; i» whom: therefore God i 
throughly well-pteaſed? Since we haveEmanuel;God with 


Marr. 3-17. 1 Tim. 3.16. 


145,---(F0d manifeſted in our fleſh.The Lord our righteouſ: 
Jer. 23 6. 33+ 16. ; 


. neſs partaker of our infirmity, interceſſour and adyo- 
cate for his own fleſh and blood, ready to do and ſuf. 
ferwhatever God pleaſeth to require on our behalf,how can God be againſt 
us? Shall God and man perſiſt at diſtance or diſafteQtion, who are ſocloſe- 
ly related, who are indeed ſo intimately united in one perſon? ſhall hea- 
ven and earth retain enmity, which have ſo kindly embraced, and kiſ- 
ſed each other ; ſince trath hath ſproated, from the earth, and righteouſneſs. 
hath looked down from heaven ? ſhall the war go on, when the great Medi. 
atour and Umpire of peace is come ; preaching peace to them that are afar 0 
and to them that are near? Can death any longer reign. over us, or our dil- 
grace and miſery. continue, now that the Prince of Life, the Lord of glory, 
the Captain of ſalvation doth appear for our relief ? ot Ons 
Now then what can be more worthy of joy, than ſuch a blefſed turn of 
affairs? how can we otherwiſe. than with exceeding gladneſs' ſolemnize 
ſuch a peace ? a peace accorded with him, who in forces {o infinitely doth 
overmatch us; who at his pleaſure can utterly: quell us; who with the 
greateſt eaſe, with leſs than a word of his mouth, can daſh us to nothiog, 
or hurl us down into an abyſs of remedileſs woe ? how can we avoid be- 
ing extremely ſatisfied at the recovery of his favour and friendſhip, which 
alone can be the foundation of: our {afety and welfare, which is thedols 
fountain of all good, of all comfort, of all felicity ? | hy 
5, OurLord's x why doth infer a great honour, and a high prefer- 
ment to us : no-wiſe indeed could mankind be ſo dignified, or our na- 
Eph.3. 16, a7. ure {0 advanced as hereby: No wiſdom can deviſe a way beyond this, 
; whereby God ſhould honour his moſt ſpecial favourites, or promote them 
* et x1 £0 anearnels unto himſelt, For bile: we becorhe allied to God, in a moſt 
»»6uz, ny» {trait affinity, his eternal Son being made our brother; hence as touch- 
3 7 oigxz- ing the blood-royal of heaven we do in dignity o'er-top all the creation; 
ah p. 512.) © that what the Pſalmiſt uttered concerning man, 1s verified in the 
Plal.8.5- moſt comprehenſive ſence, Thox haſt crowned him with glory and honour, 
Heb. 27% and haſt ſet him over the works of thy hands; thou haſt put all things in ſub- 
Col. 2-10. 7elfjon under his feet ; for now the Son of Man, being alfo the Son of 


Eph, 2. 32» God, 


| Pfal. 85. 11. 


Iſa. 9. 6. 

AQts 10.36. 
Eph. 2+ 17» 
1 Cor. 2.8. 
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God, is the Head of all Francine and power, 1s the Lord of all things, 
is the Sovereign Prince of all the world ; is placed far above all principa- Att io. 36. 
lity, and power, and. __ and dominion, and every name that is named , _ KS 
' not only in this world, but alſo in that which is to come, "That is a peculi- r Per. 3; 22. 
ar honour, to which the higheſt Angels cannot pretend; fot, he took not Bev: 2: 17: 
the nature of Angels, but he took the ſeed of Abraham; whence thoſe no- - 
ble creatures are become.in a manner inferiour to poor us; and accor- | 
ding to juſt obligation, willingly to adore our nature; for, when God Heb. 1.6. 
brought his firſt begotten Son into the world, he ſaid, Let all the Angels OE IINRD 
God worſbip him : Is not indeed our fleſh become adorable, as the true #9795 4%40- 
Shechinah, as the everlaſting place of the ſupreme Majeſty, wherein the At. p.597. 
fulneſs of the God-head dwelleth bodily, as the moſt holy ſhrine of the diyi- Col. =. 9. 
nity; as the Orb of inacceſſible light ; as more than all this, if more could ;,111 174; 
be expreſſed, or if we could expound thar'textr, the word was CON Le winitas. Leo 
4nd dwelt in 15? May not our ſoul worthily claim the higheſt reſpe&,' all 7875-10. 
whoſe faculties ( being endewed with unmeaſurable-participations of the Fo 4 <> 
Holy Spirit) have been turned toa perfe& harmony with the all-wiſe under- + 
ſtanding, and the moſt pure will of God? yea, which hath beegn admitted 
tothe neareſt conſort{hip, into the ſtricteſt union with the etErnal Word; 
hath become an ingredient of him, who's the wiſe= ' __ _— 
dom, and the power of God? It was a great dignity * * 94j (4n 044195 tumane mulun deferit, 
that man ſhould be made according to the image of qu mes ad imaginem_ſram fecit, reparati- 
God, but it is a more ſublime glory, that God ſhould/* 7o notre fig andiue male, chm front 
be made after the image of man, «ale r&r]e tporodi, " Nat. Serm. q. | 
being made like to us in all things, bating only * Heb. 2. 17. | 
* fin, whch is no part of us, but an unnatural excreſcence, or a defle&ion 

from our nature : How could we be {o raiſed up to God as by his thus 
ſooping down to us ? what can be imagined more 0, 
honourable to us, than that God ſhould deem us wor- gey;;un, & oe abilia = cofleaty fiti 
thy of ſuch condeſcenſion? this, this indeed is our ex- ' honinum, quoniam, in hoc precipue Dei ope- 
altation, that God for us ſhould expreſs not only {o- yr po 1 pg = ng pony Legg fame 
vaſt charity, but ſo prodigious humility. | | | 
- And 1s 1t not good matter of joy to be thus highly graced ? when are 
men better pleaſed, than when they are preferred; then eſpecially, when . 
from the meaneſt ſtate, from the dunghil, or from the duſt, they are raiſed Pll.113. 7,8. 
to be ſet among Princes, and made to inherit the throne of glory? wherefore * =: *: 5: 
this being our caſe, that we ſons of earth) children of torruption, and bres Job 17: 14 
thren of worms ( in Job's ſtyle) we exiles of paradiſe, weheirs of death and 
miſery ; we, that by our nature are the loweſt of all intelligent creatures, 
that by our merits were debaſed beneath the Beaſts that pan 4 that we are Pſal. 39. 14; 
aſſumed to ſuch relations, that we are ennobled to ſuch a pitch, rhat our 
nature hath mounted ſo high above all creatures, ok 
with what enlargement of heart ſhould we entertain = # infirmitatis wſtre ſuficiens conditi- 
diſpenſation ſo wonderful ; how welcome ſhould {,:* OE LO res oy 
that day be, which doth introduce it ? 

6, Finally, if we ſurvey all principal cauſes of joy, and ſpecial exultati- 
on, we ſhall find them all concurring in this event. 4 

Is a meſſenger of good news embraced with joy? Behold the great 
Evangeliſt is come, with his mouth full of news, moſt admirable, moſt ac- 
ceptable: He, who doth acquaint us, that God is well pleaſed, that man 
is reſtored, that zhe adverſary is -caſt down, that paradiſe 1s ſet open, and apoc. t2. 16. 
 Immortaliry retrieved ; that'truth and righteouſneſs, peace and joy, falva-Jobn 14. 35. 


tion and happineſs are deſcended, and come to dwell on earth; He of Kon 
Whom the Prophet told, How heautiful upon the Mountains are the feet of —_— 


nm, 


434 - ; The Nativity of our Lord ridings of great Joy. 


—_ 


Nab. 1.15. him that bringeth good tidings ; that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good ti. 
Rom. 10.15- Jjggs of good, that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith unto Sion, Thy God reign= 
eth; He who doth himſelf thus declare the drift and purport of his meſſage; 
Iſs. 61. 1, The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, to preach good tidings unto the meek ; 
Luke 4.1% he hath ſent me to bind up the broken hearted; to proclaim liberty to the caps 
tives, and opening of the priſon to them that are bound; to proclaim the accep= 
table year f the Lord, to comfort all that mourn, 
Is the birth of a Prince by honeft ſubjets to be commemorated with 
If. 11.2. joyous feſtivity ? Behold a Prince born to all the world ; a Prince under 
Pal. 45- 72. taking to rule mankind with ſweeteſt clemency, and exaCt juſtice; a Prince 
wank bringing with him all peace and proſperity ; 7» whoſe days Judah ſhall be 
"ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell fafely; who ſhall proteCt us in afſured reſt and 
fafery ; ſhall ſecure us from all danger and miſchief ; ſhall atchieve moſt 
gallant and glorious exploits in our behalf ; ſhall vanquiſh all the enemies 
of our welfare, ſhall reſcue us from the worſt ſlaveries and miſchiets; 
Luke r-71,74. ſhall ſettle us in, a molt free and happy ſtate: He who bringeth ſalvation 
from our enemies, and from the hands of all that hate us, that being delivered 
from the hands of our enemies, we might ſerve him without fear, in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs before hinp, all the Tor of our life: Now therefore' ir is 
Apoc. 19. 6. ſeaſonable to cry out, Allelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, let us 
11.15- be plad andrejoyce, and give honour to him. 
Ia. 9. 3. May vi&tory worthily beget exultation ? See the invincible warriour 
Apoc. 6.2 dothiſlue forth into the field conquering and to conquer : He that ſhall baile 
Luke13-22. and- rifle the ſtrong one, our formidable adverſary ; that ſhall rout all the 
Col. 2.15- forces of hell, and 7riumph over the powers of darkneſs ; that utterly ſhall 
_ (John. 33: ) defeat fin, and ſlay. death it ſelf; and ſhall ſubdue the world, and lay all 
things proftrgte at his, feet; behold the Captain of our ſalvation; arrayed 
with glorious humility, and armed witha mighty patience; See, the great 
{ John 4, 8. Dlow it ſtruck,” at which the internal powers do ſtagger; the Devil's pride 
Rom. 16. 20. and envy are abaſed; all the enemies are amazed, are daunted, arecon- 
founded at his preſence; they cannot ſtand, they break, they ſcatter, they 
flee before him. © | 
Is a proclamation of peace, after rueful wars, to be ſolemnized with ala« 
crity?, Behold then everlaſting peace between heaven and earth, a general 
peace among men, a {ound peace beyween each good man and himfelt are 
0%: 59. 2.) ſettled and publiſhed ; the illuſtrious herald, the noble hoſtage of them is 
mow 96.3 arrived ; the prizce of peace himſelf doth bring all peace unto us. 
wm Is fatisfa&tion. of deſire, and hope very pleaſant? Behold the deſire of al 
nations, the expectation of Iſrael, he for whom the whole creation groaned, 
15 come.' | | 
Is recovery of liberty deleQable to poor ſlaves and captives? Behold, the 
Redeemer u come out of Sion ; the pretious ranſome, ſufficient to purchaſe 
the freedom of many worlds, is laid down ; unblemiſhed innocence, purity 
( Gat. 3. 22- )and perfeQtion appearing in humane nature have procured a releaſment 
| for us; have unlocked the priſon of ſin detaining us; have knocked off the 
ſhackles of guilt ſorely pinching and galling our conſciences; have wreſted 
4 nt hs is 8 from the hands of thoſe proud Maſters, whoclar- 
1b {bb in omnes homines jus tyannicam vine INCA 2 Tight, Who exerciſed a moſt tyrannous power 
dicebet wie is a errors , Over us; =o 1s come, oy ppg rota Po the 
J405 @ Manearo et pontaneos mm oojequum captives, and opening. of the priſon to them that are 
8 OO O0N" "90 oy Os Rath; - The 0 yh of ch the Prophet fore- 
Luke 4.18. Ia. 35. 10. _ ...-, told ------The. ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and 
come to Sion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads ; they ſhall obtain 
joy and gladntſs; and ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away. 
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Eph. 2. 17. 


Is 
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Is an overture of health acceptable to ſick and languiſhing perſons? 'Be- 
hold the great Phyſician, endewed withadmirable skill, and furniſhed with hw* 70: 33: 
infallible remedies, is come, to cure us of our maladies, and eaſe us of our PP 
- pains; to bind up our wounds, and to pour in balm ( the moſt ſovereign 7 Per. 2. 24- 
balm of his own blood )) into them; to free us not only from all morti- 
ferous diſeaſes, but from mortality it ſelf : He, who was ſet 70 bind up Ifa. 61. 1. 
and heal the broken-hearted; He, who himſelf took our infirmities, and bare 4 +19, 
onr ſickneſſes ; He, of whom the Prophet (1n relation to corporal, and much mic 7; = 
more to ſpiritual infirmities ) did foretel ; ----- God will come and ſave you ; x; 
then the eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, ana the ears of the deaf ſhall be un- Mit. 6. 
Fogpe then ſhall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb ws. 5: 17. 
ſball ſing ; He whoſe art no diſeaſecan reſiſt, who is able to cure our moſt ( Jobn 12.40. 
deſperate, our moſt inveterate diſtempers ; to heal the corruption and im- {51% 33: ) 
potency of our nature, to-avoid the ignorances and errours of our under- * 
ſtanding, to corre&t the ſtupidity of our hearts, the perverſeneſs of our 
wills, the diſorder of our affections; to mitigate our anguiſh of conſci- (Ezck. 36.26. 
ence, 'and cleanſe our ſores of guilt; by various efficacious medicines, by Se*: >: 19: 
the wholeſome: inftruQtions of his doQtrine,' by the powerful inſpirations 
of his grace, by the'refreſhing comforts of his Spirit, by the falutary vir- 
tue of his merits and ſufferings. [2 3569 | 
Is mirth ſeaſonable on the day of marriage? Behold TI a eV ns: EAN 
the greateſt wedding that ever was, is this day ſo- 71;11; Jronſe fac Bree Corive pep 
kmnized: heaven-and earth are contrafted ; divinity eff —— taxc proce(ſt ſporſus de elens 
eſpouſed to humanity; a facred, an indiſſoluble 4% br #, Dei de ureo wnginali, Aug, 
knot is tyed between God and man , The bridegroom «+14 phe: ny $I babur hnvporionre rhe 
is comme forth out of his chamber ( Verbum Des de utero ' oigus' Procl. in Eph. p. 1. 
Virginali ) clad in his nuptial garment of fleſh, and ' '' | 192.16 
y to wed the Church his beloved Spouſe'; Let ws therefore be glad and Apoc- 19. 7: 
rejozce; for the yparriage of the lamb is comme," gud hit wife hath made her ſelf | 
rea 1b . ; G $4 bp ».\ . 
-Is'the acceſs of a good friend-to be received with chearful gratulation ? 
Behold the deareſt and beſt friend of all mankind (riot able, moſt willing, 
moſt ready to perform all good offices to-impart wholeſome advice, need- 
ful aid, ſweet converſe, and ſeaſonable confolation Y, is arrived to viſit us, 
torſojourn with us," to dwell with us for ever. OY ORE 99% 
-: Is opportune xelicf grateful to perſons in- a forlorh 'condition, - pinched 
with extreme want, or plugged in any hard diftreſs?*Behold, a merciful, 
a bountiful, a mighty ſaviour and fuccourer, undertaking to comfort all 
that mourn ; inviting all ſuch to receive from him a plentiful ſupply for 
their needs, a comfortable eaſe 1n their preſſures, a happy riddance from 
their calamities ; who crieth aloud, If any one thirſteth, let him come to me*Exegte. 
and drink ; Come to me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give = __ 
you reſt, Act 
Is theSun-riſing comfortable, after a tedious, darkſome and cold night ? Mat th 2b 
See, the Sun of righteouſueſs is riſen with healing in his wings, diſpenſing all ,, , 
about his pleaſant rays, and kindly influences : The day-ſpring from on high Toke ; "24 
hath viſited 1s; diffuſing an univerſal light upon the ſouls of men, where- 
by the night of ignorance is diſpelled, the ſpeQtres of errour are vaniſhed, 
the miſts of doubt are ſcattered ; whereby we clearly and afſuredly diſcern 
a ues of importance to us, and worthy of our knowledge; concerning 
t Mature and attributes, the works and providence, the will and pleaſure 
of God ; concerning our ſelves, our natural and original, our duty and inte- 
reſt, our future itate, and final doom : Or light is come, and the glory of the 1, 5, x. 
Lord # riſen upon us, the light of the world, the true light, enlightning every Joba 8. 12. 
K kk man, 9 % 9 
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Luke .6- 24m; by whoſe lultre all fleſh may ſee the ſalvation of God, and which gaid. 
*7.* eth our feet in the way of peace, doth viſibly ſhine forth upon us.. 
Never indeed did heaven with ſo fair and ſerene a countenance ſmile up. 


Apoc. 22. 25. ON earth, as then it did, when this ( «5g TauTEgs I TED bright and 


morning-ſ{ar did ſpring up above our horizon, bringing this goodly day 
and with it ſhedding life and chear among us. ; 

From this auſpicious day did commence the revocation of that fatal 
curſe, by which we were expelled from paradiſe, adjudged to death, and 
committed to hell ; from thence we became re-inſtated 1n a condition of 
hope, and in a fair capacity of happineſs; from thence 15 to be dated are. 
turn of joy into this Region of diſconſolateneſs. In this nativity mankind 
was born, or did revive from manifold deaths; from a legal, a moral, a 
natural, an eternal death; from lying dead in irreparable guilt, and under 
an inſuperable power of fin; from having our bodies irrecoverably difſol. 
ved by corruption, and our ſouls immerſed into that ſecond more ghaſtly 
death, of perpetual incurable anguiſh, 

It is in-<ffeR therefore the birth-day of the world; 
the beginning of a new, better, eternal life to men; 

Generatio enim Chriſti origo eſt populi ( Offered to all, and effettually beſtowed on thoſe, 
nh erage natalis who will embrace it) which we now do celebrate; 
Es paffore erxcifiei, in Al) reaſon therefore we have to rejoyee molt heartily, 
reſurreione reſuſcitati, in aſcinſione ad dex= and moſt abundantly : AS the £000S thence accruin 
tran Patris collocats ta cum ipſo ſumus in to us arein multitude innumerable, in quality ineft;. 
SOC IETIRE TONERS FOG | mable, in duration immenſe; fo in ſome correſpon- 

dence ſhould our Joy be very intenſe, very effuſe,. very ſtable ; The cons 
X2e841exa%* templation of them ſhould infuſe ſomewhat of that «unſpeakable joy, where: 
anne” i. 8g, Of St. Peter ſpeaketh ; we ſhould be filled gary 4+ St. Paul's expreſſi- 
Rom. 15-13- On) with all joy and peace in believing them ; we ſhould hold faſt ( as the 


Ic is the birch-day of che Church. = 


. 3. 6, | 
Re 3. dedon them, firm to the en 


Having ſo many, ſo great cauſes of joy, arewe not very flupid, arewe 

not ſtrangely croſs and perverſe if we negle& ſo pleaſant a duty ?  ./ /! 

To conclude, Of all, the days that riſe upon us this undoubtedly is the 

= 18-24 Queen, crowned by God's own hand with ſovereign bleſſings; God hath 

"41.4. avowed it to be the day of his peculiar making, and therefore of our ſpe 

Adts 4.11. cial rejoycing ; for thus of old the inſpired P/almiſt did teach and exhort us 

1 Fe 2-7* to keep Chriſtmas, This is the day,' which the yord hath made, let us rejoyee | 
and be glad therein... . CE 


- Phil :. 25: Apoſtle to the. Hebrews ws ha ) the confidence and rejoycing of hope, groune 
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ACTS 8. 


mags, which God before had ſewed by. the ee of 
bets. ep rari gr ſuffer, he hath fo fulfilled, 


good ergumen inetts there ate; different in kind, whiche conſpi irs 
—_ Waker bur rrelig ; ſuch Can ou = 
abs I onableneſ; $, EXCE 'perfeftion of its | 
x works ty aeceflkol thereto; the 6 ry 
eyiduies declared in the | 


ſupport an -propagat 
er ground'd6'the Scriptures fo'minch built 

o embrace it, as upon the eel orreſporthence Ary 
to all the-wrcient Scriptures, which did foreſhew or f6 
tevelacdn andimtroduQtion into-the World ;-to thoſe efpecis 
| ſcrided the'p Flonal charafters, circumſtances and 'performia 


and; F 6 (laid heto them p 4 rt 
which-I ſpake unto'you, while Þ was yet ; wh yo > hes FOR muſt be 
Fl which wer:writren is the Li 6 To Gs. und in the Prophets, . 
concerning me : This'the oftes in all their pre _— (wh 
—_— t; proved and petſi ſages? J6i 00 | 
jſes *(faith” St." Peter” ) traly aid unto the Fathers, Fan, T nl Ads 3.22, 24+ 
pþ te: a] Afts 10. 43 


from Samuel, upd 'thoſe that follow after," as miny #5 
7 ffeold of the Jays ; and” To him ( faith bes in 


the 'Prophits” ep "Through bir wt "whoſoever believeth in' h ſhall | IOFT o2 Jet 37 
receive yemiſſion o And, of St. Peul%is Taid, that be mightily tontUfp- John 1. 45: 
cedithe Jews: Fo hw wg by Eo thes Piptures, that Jeſu was yr. Chrift' aod ARs 18, 96 


er arid founders of our teligron'in their publick an mg $- and 
piſties, they obſerve" the ſame thethod ;/ us par icularly aſſ 
Ciriſtinn doines and diities-by the teſtimonies of prophetical tes 
16 gerierally affirming our religion to-be chiefly grounded -on them ; of 
wes Schvatin (fit St: Peter, dITY the ſalvation exhibited: by "the t Pet. 1: 10. 
2 O- 


Lau 3. expouited;/ ad teftifidltthe K be of Got ſiding them We 597 
a ee had out of hy re of Moſes, and out Fa the Prophets +.thus the 
Thie l t 
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2 3$ The Sufferings of Chriſt Vol 
ni EROS Cee aca. 
Goſpel) the Prophets did ” 3 and ſearch diligently, who propheſied of the 

grace, to come unto you, an ( in regard to the conviftion of others) he 
{cems-to-prefer-the-atteſtation-of this kind -beforethe-{piritualrevelationim. 
mediately maile to the Apofles,. for having. ſpoken of igg.he- ſubjoyns, 

a Pat. 1.19. & T0ugy BeBarbrazey Þ Freppntinby xbg We ha ſg. a-more ſure word of "prophe- 
cy, whereunto ye das welly; thafe. do take higd,? & wito a Ught. that ſhineth in 

a dark place, until the day daws, «nd the day-ſlar ariſe in your hearts; And 

Rom. 16, 26, Ot» Pag! ſaith, that the myſtery which was kept ſecret ſince the world bapay, 
26. 1.2. Was then made manifeſt, and ky the prophetical ſcriptures, according ta the 
comnyeriarbent of the 4 | | Gab mk known: ro ll \#ntions,. tothe 

| Thn. 3. 15. Obedzence of faith ; and, The Holy Writings Che telteth Timothy ) were able 
to make him wiſe to the ſalvation, whichis, -by-the faith of Jeſus Chriſt ; that is, 

they wereableto ſhew, and perſuade to him the tru iſtianity, 

which promiſeth 1alvation to all that heartily embrace it, and obſerveits 

Laws. Toy en | 

Such a ſtreſs was laid upon this-probation By the founders of our Reli- 

_ gion; and nq wonder; for that is not. only extremely forcible in it ſe 
bur hach-fome particular uſes, and ſome pecthiar advantages beyond other, 

'Theifore-knowledge of future contingent events ( ſuch'aswere may of | 
thoſe concerning our Saviour, depending upon the freeſt ats of humane 
will) asit is for the manner of attaining it moſtjineomprehetiſible tg.us, 
it is. moſt, proper to God, and by all,men ſo acknowledged; -futurdy 
tingencies being ſecrets, which no man, noangel, no creature. can dive ins 
to, . they. being not. diſcernible. in-.their cauſes, which: are! indeterrninate; 
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from-it : But. the plaio nd: 
ancient. Prophecies (obvious, and. conſpicuous to every.one, that-will-eon- 
ſult and, compare them) concerning a perſano be-ſent by: God, whoſhould 
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preach frich doftiek and perform ſuch/works;is'a wobwhich alone. 
may aſſure Hy man, thar ſuch/-a/perſon dothcome =_ ' God, -andis'in 
what tleetivng doth approve:by hin; mb counterſ6iting « canhere 
nd place; no evaſion can be deviſed fromi the force-of this'/proof, + 
;This-way therefore of diſconifſe our Lorhant his poſter" (whoſe buſi: 
neſeit; 'was by the inoſt proper:anteffe&tual merhods rofubdue the reaſons 
{yp ert -_ > one 0 faith, and hell ng al rh 'of + rt trath'y 
E y- ule;* as* generally-m re t9- all: thingsi'Cohcerning'our 
Lord; fo particularly Hoe nr) fe his-paſſhion ->declar nk. pry wb th n- 
Qually according towhat bad been rooeddety bi God, ard:therice/ Geeſbornd 
byalus:Prophets; rightly underſtood ; He took be rnabee. {( faith:St. Luke: no 18. 31, 
our} Loyd } ana ſaid unto them ;, bebold, we go-up 10. Jeruſalens,/ and all thin 
that are: written bythe Prophers concerning $2 Sort of mani ſhitl be accom 
od-+-for: he-iſhalli be-delivered: unto the Gentitr,: ter ſhall be" mocked, * "bt 
ſpitefally-entreated;' and ſpitted: on; and they ſhal ſeoarge him;' and put hins 
19 Heath,  Andagam; after his reſurreQion, he rhus reproveltite Diſciples; 
Q fools, and anos beart tg believe all chat the Prophets have' Jpoken ; "ought Luke 24. 25, 
got: Chraſt. to bave Juffered theſe things, and to) enter wnto' w__ 9?! they 7did'** 46 
vorehyo (partly IM blinded'wirtv prejudice,” partly nothaving _ due 
| ſtry; and not; excelling in naturk} capacity; however not 3 - 
ring uſficient y:enhghtned'by. divine grate)apprehend; of diſcern, 
rding to the prophetical-1nftou&tions: our £:ord was roſuffer; bara: 
terward, when; he:had opened. their #nder ftanding, that Thiy! "might atider- Luke 24. 45. 
fend the Scriptures; they did ſee;-and ſpecially-urge this point :'rherf Saint : Per. 1. 11, 
Peter ;Qeclared; that: ithe Spirit 10f Chri#t} which*was"in the Prophets did-tes 
fifie befarehand: Hhfferines of Chritt, | and rhe glory that ſhould follow; ithen' 
k:Was their manner to-. zea/ori:(a'is: aid 'of.St.;Paul ) out ofthe e Scriptures, Afts 17. 2. 
rote mn >: that: Cine mnu ſt needs have' [4 rk ſaying BORE other 26. 22, 
hich the Bi hs and "hal Cle ſhould: come; 'Fhae : Cor. 1543+ 
dd for. i fort oar'f ſinsy” ate 
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he.did; withſpme pretences, or. -ntirtationsrather /hurhe wth Aſa 
| OIEETD roſs at it; they\were: exceedingly: ſeandalined 2 
: inp bu os oven tes poſſeſſed - and 
; huts blaſphemer Ces lefs: : 
meatuand pi Set TE Keri Soon x 
unto els bigh a dignity, :and ſo-neara re lien urea Gl) 45 bit 
the Meſba did.import:. weeyen-dee the Diſciples themſelves of our Lore 


and imbui wid chixaeiohal rejudice, that,even after -chey hu 
WE a \gievouschigs rt _ SON utrriore: 
ts himſelf;-upor 


- "WM = 
ANG. T 
Je mes Goh 


chart ſoever ſh iging it, and-about thep perm jr: rindi 
them. þ rom Ai the excelency of his doctrine; : '!from 1 Og pag Tit 
ey. of hus life, 1 m baingduly affected with thewwonderfulriefor 

; from on from cpdirog ll the reftioanter Frome dale 

his, a8 St, Pau! rellotti.us; was the main ſeandat which 
embracing the: Goſpel. m_ was'their ignorance 6rertout 
poſed them to: ons _ Lord'( _— - 
ny no fith';"5f th of hat 20 
EE Jr hon Paok ). Oit webs eg whicly nan 
iO dine power ns prod alchough graced 


x Cor. I. 23- 
ARs 13. 27. 


Germ. XLIV. foretold in the Old Teſtament. ; 4.4. x.- 


We cannot therefore here, as in other particulars concerning our Lord, 
alledge the general conſent of God's people 1n expounding the Prophets 
according to our ſenſe, this being one of thoſe pow, ia reſpe& to which 
the Prophers themſelves did foreſee, and foretel their perverſe ſtupidity, r;a.Terr. i6e, 
and incredulity; that they ſhould look, and not ſee; hear, and not under- "2 6. 9. 
ſand; yielding herein ſpecial occalion to that Compuaint, Who hath belie- got 
ved our report ? Yet notwithſtanding their affected, and culpable blind- A&s 28. 26. 
nefs, there is no particular concerning the Meſizs in the ancient Scrip- 53 1: 
tures, either more frequently in. way of myſtical inſinuation and adum- 
bration, glanced at, or more clearly, in direct and plain language expreſſed ; 
or which alſo by reaſonable deduction thenc®may be more ltrongly in- 
ferred than this. | 
1. I fay, fr#, it is frequently glanced at by myſtical inſinuations ; for 
explaining rhe intent of which 5 conn weſhall premiſe ſomewhat, which 
may ſerve to declare the pertinency of many citations produced out of the 
ancient Scripture in the New Teſtament ; the which, together with others 
conneted with them, or bearing juſt analogy to them, we alſo, being afſ- 
{ured of their deſign by the authority of our Lord and his Apoſtles, may 
faely preſume after them to apply to the ſame purpoſes. ; 
e may then conſider, that the All-wiſe God, ( who workerh all things Eph. r."t- 
ri the counſel of his own will, and to. whom all things are qrient) having Tir. ». 2. 
efore eternal times ( as St. Paul ſpeaketh) determined 1n due time to ſend * Cor. 2. 7. 
the Meſias, for accompliſhing the greateit deſign that ever was to be man- ©? 4 . 
agedin this World (that which ſhould bring the higheſt glory ro himſelf, Rom. 16.25. 
and procure the richeſt benefits to the principal of his Creatures here) did <9: 1-26: 
by tis incomprehenſible providence ſo order things, that all the ſpecial 
diſpenſations preceding it ſhould have a fit tendency, and an advantage- 
ous reference thereto ; *{o that, when it came upon the ſtage, it-might ap- 
pear that the main of the plot conſiſted therein; and that whatever was 
ated before, had principally a reſpe& thereto : As therefore from rhe be- 
ginning of things God did in a gradual method make real preparations to- 
wards it, by ſeveral ſteps imparting diſcoveries of his mind about it, or 
in order thereto, ( ſomewhat to Adam himſelf, more to Abraham and the 
Patriarchs, ſomewhat farther to Moſes, much more yet to divers of the 
Prophets, among, his choſen people, who not only foretold largely con- 
cerning it, but delivered divers kinds of inftruQion conformable to ut, and 
conducible to the promoting and entertainment thereof) ſo he did alſo 
take eſpecial care by many oppoſite repreſentations ( rore Seapiuare, 57> Evſcb. H7. 
rellig ible Spettacles, or objefts of mental ſpeculation, Euſebius callerh them ) DE 
handſomely inſerted. into all his diſpenſations, to {et it out, and to inſinu- 
ate his meaningabout ir; that ſo it might at length ſhew it ſelf with more 
folemaity, and leſs ſurpriſe: the moſt emineat perſons therefore, whom he 
raiſed up, and employed in his affairs, tending to that end, as they did re- | 
ſemble the Meſias, in being inſtruments of Gods particular grace and pro- Pf. ros. 15. 
 vidence (being indeed inferiour Chrifts, and Mediatours, partial Saviours, #45: 
and Redeemers of his people, as they are ſometimes called) fo they were Gal. 3. 1g. 
ordered in ſeveral circumſtances of their perſons, in divers aCtions the: _ 9. 27» 
performed, in the principal accidents befalling them to repreſent him (de- 4 a 
coming eixorixol yen), Chriſts tn image, as Enſebius again ſtyleth them : barn bs 
the rites alſo and ſervices of Religion inſtituted by them in God's name 
were adapted to the ſame purpoſe; they and all things about them, by 
God's eſpecial direQion and wiſe care, being fitted ſo as to be congruous Heb. 8. 5. 
emblems and ſhadows prefiguring Chri#,and whatever appertainedtohim: R220 35: 48: 
thus was Adam ( as St. Paul calleth him) 4 t3pe of Chris; and -, be via, Euſch. ibs 
: Mm CNFTEAEE, p 
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chiſedet, Iſaac, Moſes, Jeſbua, David, Solomon, Zorobabel are intimated to 

have been ſuch; the moit ſignal things done by them or befallng them, 

having becn ſuted to anſwer ſomewhat remarkable concerning him ; fg 

that we may fay of them all, as the Apoſtle to the 

HS TITS , Hebrews did of the Jewiſh Prieſts, they ſerved to the 

Otreves rd YnIr ty 0h AETERY = ſubindication, and ſhewing of heavenly things. Tn Da- 

OT fo rs vid particularly this relation is ſo plain, that becauſe 

; SA 4 thereof, in the Prophets Jeremy, Ezekiel and Hoſea, 

Ft: onped a 3 i 94» the Meſia is called by his name; as ifhe were revi. 

, ved & os Meſſias, It indeed well {ured the dignity 

of this great perſonage, and the importance of his buſineſs, that he ſhould 

f _ ee? have appointed ſo notable heralds and harbingers to go before his face; 

(41.4. 24+ furniſhed with conſpicuous ealigns and badges denoting rheir relation to 

Cul. 2+ 17-) him. It_ was proper, that God ſhould appear to have had always an ex- 

preſs regard toward him: It conſequently doth ſerve to our edification; 

for that weduly comparing things, and eſpying this admirable correſpon. 

dency, may beinſtrutted thereby, and eftabliſhed in our faith ; may be 

excited to the admiration of God's wiſdom, ſo harmoniouſly connetting 

things, and of his goodneſs, fo provident for our welfare ; may allo be in- 

duced thereby the more highly ro adore the Meſzas, and to elteem his de- 

gn: ſuch uſes St. Pal (ignitieth, waen having compared divers things 

1Cor.10.11-6. concerning Moſes to things concerning Chrif, he ſairh; All theſe things 

1 Fer: 1+12* happened 45 types, and they were written for our admonition, on whom the ends 
of the world are come. | 

It is alſo (both for illuſtration, and proof of theſe things) to be ob- 

ferved, that becauſe thoſe eminent Servants of God were Repreſentatives 

of Chrit, many things are ſpoken of them, as ſuch ; many things are 

aſcribed to them ; which only, or chiefly were intended of him ; their 

names are uſed as veils to cover divers things concerning him, which it 

ſeemed to divine wiſdom not fo convenient in a more open and clear 

manner to diſcloſe promiſcuouſly to all men. That this obſervation is 

true'; that, I ſay, under the' names of perſons repreſenting Chrift, ( or 

of things, we may add, adumbrating his things) many things are inti- 

mated ,principally concerning him, and his diſpenſations, may be colleCi- 

cd, and confirmed from hence, that many things are attributed to per- 

ſons (and ,to things alſo) which do not agree to them; many thmgs 

were'promiſed, which appear never accompliſhed, except after an im- 

proper and hyperbolical manner of expreſſion, or according to an enor- 

mous widenels of interpretation ; ſuch as do not well: ſeem to ſute the 

nature. of true hiſtories, and ferious promiſes : thus, for inſtance, many 

things are foretold concermng the large extent, and profperous ſtate, of 

IG. 25.3, the, wi Church ; which hiſtory and experience do teſtify never (ac- 

cording; to [triftneſs of literal acception, yea not in any tolerable degree, 

near. the height of what the words import ) to have'come to paſs: thus 

Heb. to. 4. {alſo Yn the {pole to the Hebrews argueth ) effefts are attributed to 

2 the” Jewiſh rites and facrifices, which according to the nature of things 
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cannot wry to them, otherwiſe than as ſabſtitures, and ſhadows of 
7 


things more high in ſubſtance, and efficacy : thus alſo whar' is with o- 
lemn oath promiſed to Solomon ( concerning the vaſt extent, and endlcls 
duration of his empire in righteouſneſs, peace and proſperity ; together 
with his mighty aCtts, and ſucceſsful archievements ( doth not appear 
direaly in any competent meaſure to have been accompliſhed : thus alſo 
Davida ( as St. Peter in the 24 of the 4&s obſerveth, and groundeth his 
argumentation on 1t) ſpeaketh diversthings of himſelf; which cannot be 


CON- 


Serm. XLIV. foretold in the Old Teſtament. PRE 4-4-3 
conceived property and literally agreeable to him : ſuch things therefore 

(having ſome truth under them) are reaſonably ſuppoſed to be intima- 

tions of ſomewhat appertaining to the future more perfeCt ſtate of things 

under the Meſſ;as ; to concern him ( who was to be | 

the end of the law ) and his diſpenſation, "which was Rom. 10.44 2 Cor. 13. 13. 

to be the accompliſhment of all things predifted © 22: 37: 2 Fer. 1: 10, Of 
and preſignified: that is that, which St: Auſtiz fignt- | 

| fieth, when he faith of Chriſt, that, Him all the pro» Qu Chriftum — enn/a genth; Was 
miſes of the Jewiſh Nation, all their PRIns, prieſt= "2/4 Pow ot gig pegeF pe A 
hoods, ſacrifices, their temple, and all their ſacraments cramentd ſonuerunt, Aug, ad Voluſ. Ep. 3. 
whatever aid reſound, or expreſs. 

Neither are theſe things only ſaid according to ſuppoſitions aſſumed 
in the New Teſtament ; but they agree ( as to their general importance) to 
that ſenſe of the ancient Jews, who did conceive ſuch myſterious references 
often to lie couched under the letter of the Scriptufes : they did ſuppoſe 
every. where a —_ or myltical ſenſe ; which they very ſtudiouſly 
(even to an exceſs of curioſity and diligence) ſearched after: it was a 
conſtant and confident opinion of their Dofours, that all things in Moſes 774, <*Pe 
his Law were typical, and capable of allegorical expoſition ; and Philo's zhar. | 
writings ( compoſed immediately after our Saviour's times ) do ſhew 
that opinion then-to have been paſſable. We have alſo ſeveral inſtances 
and intimations thereof in the New Teſtament : neither is it probable, that 
our Lord and the Apoſtles would in their diſcourſes and diſputations with 
the Jews have uſed this way of alledging and interpreting paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, if they in general had not admitted and approved it. 

Why God ſhould-chuſe to expreſs matters of this nature in ſuch a man- 74 CO 
ner, we need not to determine; it might be perhaps for reaſons only FI "4 
known t9 himſelf, above our ken, or cogniſance; yet divers probable 
reaſons may be aſſigned for it, yea ſome more than probable, ſeeing they 
are expreſſed, or hinted in Scripture : It might be for a decent, and har- 
monious diſcrimination of times, of diſpentations, of perſons ; it might 
be from the depth of things to conciliate reverence to them, and to raiſe AP 2 7 
the price of knowing them, by the difficulty of attaining thereto; it Mas 6 the 
might be by exerciſe to improve the underſtandings of men, to inflame 2+ 15: 
their delire, to excite their indultry, to provoke their devotion, to ren- Tow: dy 
der them modeſt and humble; it might be for occaſion to reward anuke 24. 45- 
honelt, and diligent ſtudy of God's word; and to convey ſpecial gifts ' Cor. 12. to. 
of interpretation; it might be to conceal ſome things from ſome perſons x, gy ok 
unworthy, or unfit to know them ; eſpecially from haughty and ſelf- Mar. 13. 3. 
conceited perſons; it might be to uſe the ignorance of ſome as a means '* 5:75: 
to produce ſome great events; ſuch as was the miſuſing and perſecuting ' Cor: 8. 
our Lord: for ſuch reaſons it might be, and there is no good reaſon *** 7 '7: 
again(t it; for it cannot be ſuppoſed neceſſary, that all things ſhould be 
plainly diſcovered at all times, and to all perſons; it is evident that ſome 
things are couched in parabolical, and myſterious expreſſion ; it 1s par- Gy. 4. 4. 
ticularly the manner of -prophetical inſtrudtion frequently to involve Eph. 1. 10. 
things, the full and clear knowledge of which is not congruous to every * 7'®: ©: 
ſeaſon, nor ſuitable to every capacity ; bur reſerved for times, and perſons, 
for which the divine wifdom only knows them moſt proper. 

Theſe things being thus premiſed, we come to our particular caſe, and 
ſay, that (according to what our Lord, and his Apoſtles teach) the 
Mzſ;as his being to ſuffer was 1n divers paſſages of the ancient Scripture 
prefigured : ſuppoſing the thing it felt determined to be, there are pecu- 
liar reaſons, why it rather fo, than " : mare open manner, {hould be 
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La . repreſented, contained in thoſe words of Tertallian : 

Uliqee Jan ene RE hes: The Sacrament indeed ( ſaith he) of Chriffs paſſion 
ari in predicatiombus oportuerat quan | . "" 
Sk incredibile, tanto magis. ſcandalum ought to have been figured in the ( ancient ) predica- 
f ics quantoque magnificum, tanto ma= tions; for as much as that the more incredible it was 


gis adumbrandum ; ut difficultatas intel. " 
leflis gratiam Dei quertret, Tet. in Jud. (if it ſbauld have been preached nakedly ) the more 


44 offenſive it wonld have been ; and the more magnificent 
2t was, the more it was to be overſhadowed, that the 

difficulty of under ſtanding it might be cauſe of ſeeking of God's grace. Suppo- 

ſing it alſo that it ſhould be, it is plain that the paſſages about Abel, I/aue, 

Joſtas, Jeremy, and. the like may congruouſly be applied thereto; that 

the elevation of the Brazen Serpent, and the {laying the Paſchal Lamh 

may. appoſitely, repreſent it ; the Jewiſh Priefts, with all their Sacrifices, 

may alſo with reaſon be brought in, and accommodated thereto : theſe 

things indeed by themſelves ſolitarily are not apt peremptorily to evince, 

that it ſhould be; yet do they handſomly ſute it, and adorn the ſuppoſi- 

tion thereof; according to the notion premiſed about the figurative re: 

lation between the matters of. the 0/4 World before the Meſs, andthe 

New one after him. But with a clearer evidence, and ſtronger force we 

may affirm, that the Meſias his ſufferings were implied in the aMiQi- 

ons, aſcribed to his repreſentative King David, ſuch as he in ſeveral 

Pſalms (in the 35, 69, 109, 118, and eſpecially in the. 22 P/alm ) deſcri- 

beth them ; wherein divers paſſages, expreſſing the extreme ſadneſs; and 
forlornneſs of his condition, occur, which by the hiſtory of his life do 

not ſo well according to the literal {ignification of words, appear congru- 

ous to his perſon; which therefore there is a neceſflity, or at leaſt much 

reaſon, that they ſhould be applied to the Meſizs, whom that Holy Kjng 

did repreſent. | | 

Which being admitted, comparing the paſſages we find there to that 

which befel Jeſus, we may obſerve an admirable harmony ; there being 

ſcarce any part of his affliction in his life, or at any circumſtance thereof 

at his death, which is not in expreſs and emphatical terms there ſet out : 

there we have expreſſed his low, and deſpicable ſtate / I am a worm, 

' Pal. 22.9% 4#d. 0 wan; the reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the people ) the caulſeleſs 
hatred and enmity of the populacy, and of the great ones toward him 

( They that hate me without a cauſe are more than the hairs of my head; 
they: that would deſtroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty ; 
they compaſſed me about with words of hatred, and fought againſt me with- 
out acauſe ) the ingrateful requital for al] the good intended, and- perfor- 
Pal. 35. 12, Med by him ; (They rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love ) 
- 109. 5s. theirrejecting him (The ſtoxe which the builders refuſed is become the head- 
Pal. 118.22. (ore in the corner.) Their inſidious, and calumnious proceeding againſt 
Pſal. 35.7. 11. him, ( without cauſe have they hid for me their net, in a pit, which without 
109.2. cauſe they have digged for my ſoul, And, Falſe witneſſes did riſe up ; they 
laid to my charge things that I knew not ; and, The mouth of the wicked, 

and the mouth of the deceitful are opened againſt me ; they have ſpoken 

againſt me with 4 lying tongue, ) Their bitter inſulting over him in his 

Pla. 35.15. Affliction ; ( But tn mine adverſity they rejoyced, and gathered themſelves to- 
69.26. gether ; yea the abjeits gathered themſelves together againſt me: ) "They per- 
ſecute him, whom thou haſt ſmitten, and they talk to the grief of thoſe, whom 

thou haſt wounded : $ #t 7) &xy©& Ws TeguudraYy ps TermInay, and tO the 

ſmart of my wounds they have added; fay the LXXII.) Their ſcorn- 

Pſa. 09.25: ful, reviling, flouting, and mocking him; ( All they that ſee me, laughs 
35- 22- 16+ ze to ſcorn ; they ſhoot the lip, they (hake the head; ſaying, He truſled in 
22.6, 7. : ; | : ' 

'' the Lord, that he ſhould deliver him, let him deliver him, ſeeing be delightets 

1 


Pſa). 69. 4435: 
7. 109. 3» 


——, 


Germ. eY: -- foretold in the Old, Teſtament. _ 445 


—— 


in bim:” And, 1 became. 4 reproach untg. them » when. they. looked, "er me, 
they ſhaked their beads; they opened their "ruth wide againſt me, Sand ſaid, 
Aba, aha, our eye hath ſeen tt. Enticariy us, 44 KTierouh MYLTHGaT Arg, FBguEar 
1 Hud 796 rae 05191”. they, tempted me y, they extremely, mocked 'me,.' they 

, 


* 


 gnaſbed their jeeth upon me,)) Their, cruel and. cqntemptuous,wfage-gt 

th 3 ( Dogs have compaſſed' me; the aſſembly of the, micked png enclaſed pal. 12. 16. 
me; they pierced my hands, and my feet ;,.. 1 may tell all,my. benes.;, they 

look,. and, flare upon me.,). Their: abuſive WT, with ;him,., when be | 

1n his diſtreſs called for ſome retreſhmept ; . ( They gave me gall fg. my Pal. cg. 21. 

meat, and in my thirſt they. gave me vinegar to ark.) Their diſpoſal = 

of his garments upon bas ering , ( They. part my garments ' ammo . Them, Pal. 22. 18. 

end eaft lors upon my) vefture,.) . His being deſerted of hipfriends and follow. —a 
ers; and thence deſtitute of all, conſolation. ( 1 am: become. a, ftranger. toy pal. 69. g. 200 

[etbren, and aj alien anjo py mother's chilire ; »-—=} 4m fullof Ineyjmeh, 

and. I. ooked.for ſome to: take, pity, . but. there was none ;. and for congforters, 


& & 


hat 1found none.) The ſenſe of God's with-holding his fayour,. and, help; 


= 


(.My God, Kok wh Af 7g anon me? why art tbau ſo far from helps peu. 12. 1. 
ing mes ) His charitable diſpoſition and demeanour toward his ,enemies t59- 17- 
and .perſecutours.; ( But as for me, when, they were ſick. (when they.. did 's» + asre; 
ATE me, fay. the LXX.) my cloathing was ſackcloath,, I humbled; my! ſelf mepwox20 
with aſting, ana 64 | Cal 35+ 13» 
as though it bad been my friend, or brother, 1 bowed doun-heaviy,',4s ane oc. 
that mourneth for his mother.) Which paſlages, and, the like, how patly, © 

and -panctually they do ſquare to reſpective, paſlages| in the Gypels, I 

need not to_ ſhew ;. we do, I preſume, | all of us well, enough. remembers 

that both moſt doleful and, comfortable hiſtory, to, be: able our, {elves cg 


prayer. returned into my onn' b#ame,; Fg behaved by % If 


” 


make the application. i-nFion 


Bur there farther are not only ſuch, oblique intimations;; of ſignificati- 
ons of this matter ſhrowded under the coverture of other perſons, and 
names; but very direc, and immediate prediftions,, concerning the Me/- 
ſias his being to ſuffer, moſt clearly expreſſed: that whole famoys Ghapker 
_ (the 53d ) of Eſay, doth.moſt evidently and fully declare it, . whetzin the ec. 53. 

kind, manner, cauſes, ends, and. conſequences of his ſufferings, ropether 
with his bebaviour, under them, are graphically repreſented : his appears 
ing meannels ( He hath yo form, or comelineſs; ana, when we ſhall ſee him, 
there is no beauty, that we ſhould deſire him: ) the diſgrace, contempr, 
repulſes, and rejeQtion he underwent. ( He & diſpiſed, and,rejefted of men ». 3. 


. 4 


C 


c..- we hid our fates from him; he' was deſpiſed, © and-mg eſteemed bim. not,) «. 4. 


griefs, and carried our ſorrows ------ for the tranſgreſſon.of my peop e Ws 
ſmitten ------ the Lord hath laid on hin: the iniquities of ws all,) his \uſtaining 


all this with a willing, quiet, humble patience, and perfect, mecknels. (4 
IS , Was 


Vs 13+ 


Ta. 27» $ I 3» 


Ia. 54-1,&0%6. 


Iſa. 5213, + 
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w4as opprefſed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth ;, he is Þro ht 
as 4 mreſec the' flake hter, je” 3 a bs before the ſhearer us dumb, Cha 
opened not his mouth) his charitable praying for his perſecutors, and de. 
ſigning their welfare (He made magh.o+ fn for the Tranſpreſſonrs ) the ble(« 
{ed conſequences, and happy ſucceſs of his ſufferings, in the 'converfion: 
and juſtification of men; in performing God's will and work ; in being 
fatisfied, rewarded, and exalted himſelf ( He ſpall ſee his ſeed, he ſhall projoy; 
his "days, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his band; the ſhall j 
of the travail of his foul, and ſhall be ſatisfied; by his — ſhall my 
riphteors ſervant juſtify many; -----F will divide him a portion with the great 
and he ſhall divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong ) which pailages as they do moſt 
exattly ſuit unto Jeſus, and might in a ſort conſtitute a true hiſtoricat . 
narration of what he did endure; together with the doctrines delivered in 

the Goſpel concerning the intents, and effefts of his ſufferings ; fo that 
they did according to the intention of the divine ſpirit, relate to the Meſ: 


fias-may from ſeveral conſiderations be made apparent; the context, and 


coherence of all this paſſage with the matters precedent and ſubſequent, 
the which plainly do reſpe&t the Meſſias, and his times, do argue it: How 
beautiful apon the mountains are the feet of him, that bringeth good tidings : 
and, Behold my Jerome four deal pradently, &c. are paſlages immediately 
going before; to which this Chapter, is knit in way of continuation ; and 
immediately after it doth follow : Sing, O barren, thou, that diaſt not bear, 
&c. being a no leſs perſpicuous, than elegant deſcription of the Church, 
enlarged by acceſſion of the Geztiles, which was to be brought to paſs by 
the Meſias. The general ſcope of this whole prophecy enforceth the ſame 
concluſion; and the incongrvity' of this particular prediEtion to any other 
perſon imaginable beſide the Meſſias doth farther evince it ; ſo high ate 
the things aſcribed to the ſuffering perſon ; as that he ſhould bear zhe ſins 
of all-God's people, and heal them , that he ſhould by his knowleage juſtify 
mayy ( or the multitude ) that zhe pleaſure of the Lord ſhould proſper in his 
hand to theſe grand purpoſes ; that God would-arvide him a portion with 
the great, and that he ſhould divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong ; the magnifi- 
cency and importance of which ſayings (rightly underſtood and weighed) 
do well apree to the Mefzas, but.not to wo orher perſon, or ſimple man: 
whence if the ancient Jews had reaſon to beheve a Meſ/ias was to come 
( as they with general conſent did {uppoſe they had) they had as much 
reafon to apply this place, . as any other, to him, and rhence to acknow- 
ledge thar he was deligned to be an eminent ſuffterer. And indeed divers 
of the ancient net os and moſt learned Rabbizs did expound this place 
of the one Meffias, which was to come ; as the Pugio fidei, and other lear- 
ned Writers do by ſeveral expreſs teſtimonies declare. This placealſodif- 
covereth the vanity of that tgment, deviſed by ſome later Jews; who to 
evade it, and to oppoſe Jeſus, have affirmed there was to be a double 
Meſſias , one, who ſhould be much afflited ; another, who ſhould greatly 
proſper ; ſince we may obſerve, that here borh great afflictions and glort- | 
ous/performances concurrently are aſcribed to the ſame Perſon. 

The ſame things are by parts alſo clearly foretold in other places of 
this Prophet, and un other PIOINEteA! Scriptures : By Efay again in the 
_ immediately preceeding ; Behold ( faith God there) my ſervant 

all deal prudently, he ſhall be exalted, and extolled, and be wery high ; 
there is God's ſervant (he, 'who in' way of excellency is ſuch, that 1s, 1n 
the ſtyle of this Propher, the Meſſias) in his real glorious capacity ; it 
followeth concerning his external appearance ; Hi viſage was jo marred 
more than any mans, and his form more than the ſons of men * and again, - 

: | the 


Set, XLIV. foretald in the Old Teſtament, 447. 


the agth' Chapter ; This ſaith the Lord, the redeemer of Iſrael, and his Ws 49.7- 
Holy one; to him, whom man deſpiſeth, to him whom the natton abhorreth, 
to 4 ſervant of rulers, Kings ſhall ſee, and ariſe, Princes alſo ſhall worfhip : 
what can be more expreſs and clear, than that it is ſignified here, that the 
Msſſias, who ſhould ſubje& the World, with its ſovereign powers, to the 
acknowledgment and veneration'of himſelf, was to be deſpiſed by men, 
to be detelted by the Jewiſh people, to appear in a ſervile,'and baſe con- 
dition ?. the ſame Prophet doth again in the 5oth Chapter bring him in 
| ſpeaking\thus: I give my back to the ſmiters, and -my cheeks to them that !. 50. 6. 
plucked off the hair ; 1 hid not my face from ſhame, and ſpitting : his offend- 
ing/the Jews, ſo as thereby to aggravate their ſins, and accelerate their 
puoiſhments, is alfo thus expreſſed by the ſame Prophet : And he be ſhall be fa 8. 4. 
for aſanftuary, bat for « tone of ſtumbling, and for 4 rock of offence to both the ©: 2: 
houſes of Iſrael; for agin, and for « ſnare to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. 
The Prophet Zzchary doth alſo 1n ſeveral places very roundly expreſs 
his ſufferings; his low condition in thoſe words ; Behold thy Kjng cometh Zech. 9. 9: 
unto thee. lowly, and riding upon an Aſs; ( that is, pauper, mean ahd ſorry 
to appearance. )- + His manner of death in thoſe words : Awake, O ſword, Zech- 13. 7: 
42 atnſt my Shepherd, and again(t the man, that i my fellow, | go the Lord 
of hoſts; - ſmite the Shepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered; and- again; 
1 will pour upon the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem 7:0. 12. 10. 
the. ſpirit of grace, "and of ſupplications, and they ſhall look upon me, whom 
they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn, &c, The Prophet Daniel alfo -in 
that place, from which probably the name Meſies was taken, and which 
moſt expreſly mentioneth him, faith, that after 62 weeks the Meſſias ſhall 229 9: 25. 
be cut off, but not for himſelf------Now from all theſe paſſages of Scripture 
( beſide divers others to the ſame purpoſe, obſervable by thoſe, whoſe in- 
duſtry is aſfilted by divine illumination) we may well conclude with 
our Lord, "07, fro fiyeonlay nf Tru ide make + xergty' Fhat thus it was write Lake 24. 46: 
ten, and thus ( according to the Propher's foreſhewing ) ir was to happen, 
that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer ; ſuffer in a life of penury, and diſgrace, in a death 
of ſorrow and ſhame. : 
That it was to fall out thus, might alſo be well inferred, by reaſons 
grounded. upon the qualities of the Meas his perſon, and upon the na- 
ture of his performances, ſuch as they are deſcribed in Prophetical Scrip- 
ture: He wasto be really,and plainly ro appear aperſon of moſt admirable 
virtue, and goodneſs; but never (as even Pagan Philoſophers are ob- Plato, Seneca, 
ſerved) was, or can there be any ſuch without undergoing the trial of ©*- 
great affliftion, He was to be an univerſal pattern to mea of all ſorts 
( eſpecially to the greateſt partof men, that is, ro the poor, and afflicted ) 
of af righteouſneſs; to exemplify particularly the molt difficult pieces of 
duty; ( Humility, Patience, Metkneſs, Charity, Self-denial, entire reſigna- 
tion to God's will ) this he ſhould not have had opportunity, or advan- 
tage of doing, ſhould he have been high, wealthy, ſpleadid, and proſpe- 
rous in ſecular matters, he was to exerciſe great pity, and ſympathy to- 
ward all mankind; toward the doing what ut was requiſite that he-thould 
himſelf taſte and feel the inconveniences, troubles, pains and ſorrows in- 
cident to us. He was to adyance. the repute of ſpiritual goods, and eternal /ide Theodo- 
bleſſings, depreſſing the value of thoſe corporeal and temporal rhings, x Os 
which men do ſo fondly admire, and dote on : rhe moſt compendious, and ii.p. 997. 
effetual- way of doing which, was by an exemplary neglect, or rejeQi- 
on of worldly glories, and enjoyments ; refuling the honours, profits and 
Pleaſures here, adjoyned to a high ilate. He was by the molt kindly, gen- 
tle and peaceable means to erect a Spiritual Kingdom; by pure A 
"10; reaſon 
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reaſon to ſubdue the hearts.and conſciences of men to the love, and obe. 
dienceof God; :by wiſe inſtruCtion to raiſe in-us the hopes of future recom- 
pencesin Heaven ; to the accompliſhment of which. purpoſes temporal 
glory ( working on the carnal apprehenſions and; affections of.. men) 
| had rather been prejudicial, than conducible. He was to accompliſhang 
manage his great deſigns by means ſupernatural, and divine, the! which 
would ſurely become more conſpicuous by the viſible meanneſs, andimpo. 
tency of his ſtate. He was alſo moſt highly to merit from God, for him. 
ſelf, and for us (to merit God's high approbation of what he dif, -God's 
fayour and grace tous) this he could not perform ſo well, as by willing- 
y enduring for God's fake, and in our behalf the moſt hard and grievous 
Ithings. He was in fine deſigned perfedtly to ſave ws; and conſequently to 
appeaſe God's wrath, to fatisfy divine jultice, to expiate our fins; Where. 
to 1t was requiſite, that he ſhould undergo what he had deſerved, being 
puniſhed and afflicted for us. | rar) 
Now that Jeſ#s, our Lord, did moſt thoroughly correſpond to whats 
ever 1s in this kind declared by the Prophets conceraing the Meſſias, we 
need not by minutely relating the known: hiſtory of his life, and death 
make out any farther, ſince the whole matter is palpably notorious, and 
 noadverſary can deny it; I ſhall therefore conclude, that it is a clear, and 
certain truth, which St. Peter in our text affirmeth, that, Thoſe things 
which God before had ſhewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Chrift ſhould 


ſuffer, he hath ſo fulfilled. 


Apoc, 1.9. Now, unto him that loved ws, and waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, 
4g and hath made us Kznes, and Prieſts unto God, and his Father ;, to hins be 
glory, and dominion for ever and ever, Amen. 7 


Bleſſing, and honoar, and glory, and power be unto him, that ſutteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever, Amen, 24 


Sermon XLV. 


On ——_— 


A Whit-Sunday Sermon of the Gift of the Holy 
| Ghoſt, 


—_ 


__ACTS 1. 38. 
_ *===-And ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Mong the divers reaſonable grounds and ends of the obſerving Fe- 


ſtival Solemnities ( ſuch as are romberting the poor by hoſpita- 
ble relief, refreſhing the weary labourer by ceſſation trom. ordi- 


nary toil, maintaining good-will among neighbours by chearful and free 
COIs 
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converſation, quickning our ſpirits. and railing our oo 
fancies by rblincy repreſentations and'diver- ; ſnout ſel prNe ee ge —_— 
tiſements, infuſing and preſerving good humour in are; Mr) ir Rlks, Ni foerdv o- 
people; ſuch as. are alſo the decent conſpiring in #084401; mp ndnangy 2. de Leg. 
publick expreſſions of ſpecial reverence to God, with. = pegun tonditeres feb infiturrunt dies, 
drawing our minds from ſecular cares, and engaging I INS Hict congerewsr, 
them to ſpiritual meditations); the two prinejpal de- para yater ©, rr 
fhgns ofthem ſeem to be theſe. 5 | OV OH TROT 28-00 © fi to 

x. The affording occaſion (or rather impoſing a conſtraint upon us) 
with a competent frequency to attend nnto, to conſider upon, to inſtrutt 
bur ſelves and others in the myſterious doEtrines and inſtitutions of” oyr 
Religion. | Barkigh 

>" The engaging us ſeaſonably to praCtice that great duty of thankfully 
' remembring and praiſing God for thoſe eminent mercies, 'and favours, 
which by his great grace and goodneſs have been vouchſafed to us. .. _ .. 

For theſe purpoſes chiefly did God himfelf appoint the Fewiſh Feſtivals; 
for inſtance the Paſſover, the reaſon of which being inſtituted is thus ex- rid 
preſſed ; that thou mayſt remember the day, when thou cameſt forth out of the Dent. 16. 3. 
land of Egypt all the days of thy life ; which words imply that the obferva- 
tion of that Solemnity did ſerve to preſerve the metnory, yea the conti- 
nual remembrance of that {o notable a blefling, which otherwite might 
have been totally forgotten, or ſeldom conſidered ; the ſame did alfo ſup- 
geſt occaſion of inquiry concerning the reaſons of its appointment, tie 
ring conſequently needful information in that material point of ther reli- 
gion; as doth appear by thoſe words of God. And it ſhall com? t0' paſs, Exod. 12. 26. 
when your children ſball ſay unto you, what. mean ye by this ſervice? that ye 
ſhall ſay, it is the Sacrifice of the Lord's Paſſover ; --<- SO 7 aa 

In compliance with which prudent deligns, the Corofies Church, from | 
her firſt infancy, hath embraced the opportunity of recommending to 4; age 
her children the obſervation of her chief holy Feſtivals, continuing the 
time, and retaining the name, although changing or improving, . the = 
matter and reaſon of thoſe ancient ones ; the divine providence concur- 
ring to further ſuch proceeding, by ſo ordering the events of things, 
that the ſeaſons of diſpenſing the Evargelical bleflings ſhould fall in with 
thoſe, wherein the Legal benefits moſt reſembling and repreſenting them 
were commemorated ; that ſo there might be'as well a happy co-incidence 
of time, as correſpondence in matter between the ancient and new Solem- 
nities; whence as the exhibitation of Evangelical doQrines and myſteries 
did meet with minds more ſutably prepared to entertain them, and as 
leſs innovation from former uſage did appear ( a thing obſervable to be 
reſpeQed in moſt, or all the poſ#r-ve inſtitutions of our religion) fo with- 
all Chriſtians were engaged, while they conſidered the Pre mer- 
cies by God vouchſafed to them, to refle& alſo upon the favours, from 
the ſame ſtock of goodneſs, indulged by him to his ancient people ; 
that as thoſe ſhould chiefly be remembered, fo theſe ſhould not wholly 
be forgotten: thus did god diſpoſe, that our Saviour ſhould then ſuffer, 
when the Paſchal Lamb was to be offered; or that the redemption of the 
world from fin and-miſery ſhould then be celebrated by us, when the 
deliverance from the Egyprian flavery was commemorated by them : 
and ſo ( that we may approach to our purpoſe) at the time of Peytecoft, nar. 16. 
when the Jews were ovliged to rejoyce before the Lord, rendring thanks 
unto him tor the harvelt newly gathered in, and the earths good fruits 
( the main ſupports and comtorts of this life ) were by Gad's bleſſing 

be- 
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Exod. I9. I. 


beſtowed on them, then did God bountifully impart the firſ# fraits of his 
Holy Spirit, the food of our ſouls and refreſhment of our hearts; then 
did he cauſe his labourers to put their fickle into the ſpiritual harveſt ; 
converting ſouls and gathering them as mature fruits into the garners of 
the Charek. Dot. : 

At the very ſeaſon ( which is remarkable) that the Law was delivered 
to the Jews, and the ancient Covenant eſtabliſhed which did happen at Pente. 
coſt, as may be probably colleted from the Text, and is commonly ſup 

ſed by. the Jewiſh Doftours, who therefore call this Fea# vn naBB, the 


-Joy (or joytul Feaſt ) of the law, in ſignification of their joy, uſing then 


to crown their heads with garlands, and ftrew their houſes with green 
herbs) at that very time was the Chri//:az Law moſt ſignally promulged, 
and the ew Covenant's ratification moſt ſolemnly declared by the miracy. 
lous effuſion of the divine Spirit. 


The benefit therefore and bleſſing, which at this 


 TIw]nkoclu dog] eZouer, yg T1ivgz])®: time we are bound eſpecially to conlider and com. 
S&Þndvuiay, x) Teoveouiay enay aning, x} k 


els cut Niewny, Ec. Naz. Orat.44, INEMOTAte, 15 in efe& the publication and eſtabliſh. 


Tit. 2.11. 


| ſelf by gro 


ment of the Covenant Evargelical, the foundation 

of all our hopes, and all our claims to happineſs ; but more immediately 
and direQly the donation of the Holy Spirit to the Chriſtian Church, 
and to all its members ; for the better underſtanding, and more truly ya. 
luing of which molt excellent benefit, let us briefly declare the nature, and 
deſign thereof. rs 
COguy God, ſeeing the generality of mankind alienated from him- 
S 1gnorance of its duty toward him, and by habitual inclina- 

tions to violate his holy laws ( originally implanted by him in our na- 
ture, or anciently revealed to our firſt parents) immerſed 1n errour, en- 
ſlved to vice, and obnoxious to the woful conſequences of them, ſevere 
puniſhment, and extreme miſery ; was pleaſed in his immenſe goodneſs 
and pity to deſign its reſcue from that ſad condition ; and in purſuance 
of that gracious deſign did reſolve upon expedients the moſt admirable, 
and moſt efficacious that could be : for to redeem men from the tyranny 
of ſin and hell, to reconcile them to himſelf, to recover them into a hap- 
py ſtate, he ſent his own only beloved Son out of his boſome into this 
world, clothed with our nature ; by him, as by a plenipotentiary Commiſſi- 
oner from himſelf, inviting all men to return unto him; declaring him- 
ſelf by the meritorious obedience, the expiatory paſſion, the effeQtual in- 
tercefſion of his dear Son abundantly fatisfied for, and ready to grant a 
full pardon of all offences committed againſt him in their ſtate of errour 
and eſtrangement ; to admit them into a ſtate of preſent indempnity and 
peace, yea to ſettle them in perpetual alliance and friendſhip with him- 
{elf : upon moſt fair and gentle terms; namely, that renouncing their | 
erroneous principles, and reforming their vitious courſe of life, they 
chearfully would embrace his merciful overtures, and thereafrer conform 
their lives to his righteous laws; the which, together with all his good 
intentions concerning them, he, by the ſame bleſſed Agent, clearly dif- 
covered to them ; fully by him inſtruting them in their duty, and 
ſtrongly encouraging: them to the performance thereof by the promiſe of 
moſt bountiful rewards ; his certain love and favour attended with end- 
leſs joy and bliſs: thus aid, as St. Paal expreſſeth it, the ſaving grace of 
God appear unto all men, teaching us, that, denying ungoalineſs, and worldly 


luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, ex- 
pitting thas bleſſed hope. YE a : 


a 


But 
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But to render this wonderfully gracious deſign ſucceſsful, in a way of 
wiſdom, and reaſonable proceeding, accommodated to the capacities - 
of humane nature, it was requiſite, that there ſhould be provided con- 
vincing arguments to perſuade men of the truth and reality of theſe, 
things ( that indeed ſuch an extraordinary Ager#, with ſuch a meſſage 
was come from heaven) effeAtual means of: admoniſhing and exciting 
men to a heedful advertency towards them, competent motives to a 
cordial acceptance of them; a power alſo ſufficient, notwithſtanding 
their natural impotency and inſtability, to continue them in the bcliet, 
to uphold them: in the praQtice of the duties preſcribed, in the perfor- 
mance of the conditions required. 
For if it were not very credible, that God had truly thoſe intentions 
towards us, orif we did not much regard the overture of them, or if we 
did not conceive the bufineſs highly to concern us ; or if reſolving -to 
comply with the Goſpe/, we yet were unable, to diſcharge the conditions 
thereof, the deſign would totally be fruſtrated, and of it ſelf come to no- 
thing : to prevent which diſappointment of his merciful intentions, Al- 
mighty God did abundantly provide, in a manner and meaſure ſuitable to 
the glorious importance of them; for to the miniſtery of his eternal 
wiſdom he adjoyned the efficacy of his gernal love, and bleſſed Spirit ; | 
the which not only condatted God or Savionr into his fleſhly tabernacle, 
and with anmeaſursble communications of himfelf did continually refide John 3. 34- 
- within him, bur alſo did atrend him if the conſpicuous performance of 
numberleſs miraculous works, implying divine power and goodnefs, as 
exceeding not only any natural, but all created power ({uch as were 
by mere word and will healing the ſick;and reſtoring the maimed ; ejeCt- 
ing evil ſpirits, diſcerning the ſecret thoughts of men, foretelling con- 
tingent events, reviving the dead, raiſing himſelf from the grave) which 
works, (ſome expreſly, others by parity of reaſon) are aſcribed to the 
Holy Spirit ; for, If (faith our Lord) I by the ſpirit of God caſt out De- \1,\. > x 
vils-=--,,and, God (faith. St. Petey) anointed him with the Holy Ghoſt, and agg 1. 18. 
with power ; who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed 
by the Devil: and, Who (faith St. Paul) was declared to be the Son of God, 
according to the Holy Spirit, by the reſurredion from the dead : So did God © © 
afford the moſt evident atteſtation that could be to the truthof our Savi- 
_ our's quality, commiſſion and doQrine ; by ſo clear, and rouſing ſignifi- 
cations did God invite men to take notice of theſe things. ; 
- But farther to induce them heartily to ge with theſe gracious 
overtures, and to render them thoroughly available to the purpoſe de- 
ſigned, the falvation of men, according to the terms preſcribed of faith 
in God, and obedience to his commandments, God was pleaſed farther 
to reſolve, and he faithfully did promiſe that he would impart the ſame 
Bleſſed Spirit, as a continual guide and affiſtance toall thoſe, who ſeri- 
ouſly would entertain thoſe tenders of mercy, ſincerely reſolving the per- 
formance of the conditions. RY 
Now although the natural and ordinary manner of this divineSpirit's 
operation (like that of all Spirits, and more ſubtile ſubſtances) 1s not 
by violent and ſenfible impreſſions, but rather in way of 1mperceptible 
penetration, or gentle inſinuating of it ſelf into the = *T 
ſubje& upon which it worketh, hardly diſcovering , K43,38 ov vela; a'miaavens X0ar@, 
it ſelf otherwiſethan by the notable efteQs reſulting ee LE, LEES dn bown 
from it ; and altho likewiſe the proper and _prin-.  #pxs "os 7d Texd]oiay eVls 5, not: 
cipal efteQs thereof, according to divine defignati- fegblw azSev. Chryl. Tom. 6. Orar, 12. 
on, do relate to the furthering our performance of | 
| M m m the 
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the ſaid conditions requiſite toward our ſalvation, that is, to the cher. + 
- ſhing our faith, and quickning our obedience ; diſpoſing men to perform 
vertuous ations, rather than to atchieve wondrous exploits ; yet more 
15 ae _ fully to fatisfie the doubtful, ro convince the in- 
7d v0 ioprs Bay ov ices xeJenaube, Credulous, ( to confound the obſtinate ) world a. 
reres iiry, 74 Ae 1 id urly Soiixruſes bout the truth of his intentions, more i[luſtriouſly 
Obey 70-6 rho oh) 7 iwr Tanpecler. to manifeſt the completion of his promiſe, more 
5 RL: {urely' to fortifie the faithful againit the ſcandals 
and temptations, which their profeſſion would incur, God was pleaſed 
after our Lord's aſcenſion, and when the Apo#olical promulgation of the 
ChriſtianDodrine did commence, to diſpence both tothe Teachers and the 
AQ; 2.12,43- Diſciples thereof more liberal communications of that Holy Spirze, atten- 
ver ded ded with notorious, ſtrange and wonderful effects, apt to provoke the ad- 
t Cor. 14.25. Miration of men, to perſuade their judgments, to prevail upon their afke. 
ftions, to produce within them ſtrong deſires of partaking fo high a pri. 

vilege, and excellent endowment. ; 

The memorial therefore of that moſt gracious and glorious diſpenſa. 
tion, the Chriſtian Church wiſely and piouſly hath continually preſer- 
ved, obliging us at this time peculiarly to bleſs God for that incompa- 
rable and ineſtimable gift, conferred then moſt viſibly upon the Church, 
and ſtill really beſtowed upon every particular member, duly incorpora- 
ted thereinto. : 

I fay beſtowed upon every particular member of the Church ; forthe | 
Evangelical Covenant doth extend to every Chriftian ; and a principal 

Luk? 11.20 ingredient thereof is the collation of this Spirit ; which 1s the fiager of 
God, whereby ( according to the Prophet Jeremy's deſcription of that 

Jer. 31- 33- Covenant ) God's law is put into their inward parts, and written in their 
ie hearts ; inſcribed ( as St. Paul alluſively ſpeaketh ) not with ink, bat by 
John 6. 45. © the Spirit of the living God ;, not in tables of flone, but in the fleſhly tables 
2 Cor. 3-3: of the heart ; not only as the Fewiſh Law repreſented. from without to 
the ſenſes, but impreſſed within upon the mind and affections; whence 

NIraue # - God's Spirit is called the Spirit of promiſe, the donation thereof being the 
+74772214: Peculiar promiſe of the Goſpel; and the end of our Sawzour's undertaking 
Gal. 2:14 t1' by St. Paul declared, that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit by 
faith, that is by embracing Chriſtianity might partake thereof, accord- 

4ar:z0:fe 5 Tg to God's promiſes ; and the Apoſtolical miniftery or exhiburion' of 
51w4eT®. the Goſpel is Ryled the miniftration of the Spirit, and taſting of the hea- 
Drag, 2 went oft, and participation of the Holy Ghoſt is part of a Chriſtian's. Char- 
2Thefl. 2. 12, ter; and the ſuſception of Chriſtianity isthus deſcribed by St. Paw; Bui 
| we are bound 'to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved. of the 
Lovd, becauſe God hath chaſen you from the: beginning to ſalvation, through 
Juntttfication | of the Spirit and'belief of the truth; and our Saviour inſtru- 
Join 3-5 <Qted* Necodermes, that No man: can enter into the Kingdom of God ( that is 
become a Chriſtian or ſubje& of God's ſpiritual Kingdom ) withoat being 
regenerated by Water, and by the _—_ that is without Baptiſm, andthe 

ſpiritual grace attending it ; according as St. Peter doth inthe wordsad- 

| Joyning to our Text imply, that the reception of the Holy Spirit is-an- 
Atts 2. 35] nexed to Holy- Baptiſm; Reperxt ( faith he ) and be baptized every,one of 
you in the name of Feſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall: recetve 

hs the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; for the prone ( that great promiſe of the 
vwa8 "Axes Holy. Ghoſt ) #5 anto you, and to your Children, and to all that are afar off, 
even t0 4s many as the Lord our God ſhall call ; that is, the Holy Spirit: 15 

promiſed to all, how far ſoever diſtant in place or time, whoever ſhalbbe 

invited unto, and ſhall embrace the Chriſtian profeſſion,” ' St. John = 

ty maketl 
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maketh it to be the diftintive mark of thoſe, in whom Chriſt abiderh, , 
and who dwell in Chriſt, that is of all true Chriſtians, to have this Spi- 
rit; Hereby (faith he) we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which 1 John 4. 24. 
he hath given us; and Hereby we know that we dwell in bim and he in us, 
tecauſe he hath given us of his Spirit ; and, St. Paul denieth him to bs a 
oo0d Chriſtian who is deſtitute thereof ; Now ( faith he ) if any man. have Rom. 8. g. 
not the Spirit 4 Chriſt, he is none of his ; and, Kpow ye not, ſaith he tothe 
Corinthians, that ye are 1he temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwel- 
lth in you? that 1s, do ye not underſtand this to be a common privilege 
of all Chriſtfans, ſuch as ye profeſs your ſelves to be ? and the converli- 
,of men to Chriſtianity he thus expreſſeth ; After the kindneſs and love Tit. 3. 4. 
of Tod our Saviour toward man appeared; not by any righteons works which 
we had done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us by the laver of regenera- | 
tion, and revewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; And all pious diſpoſitions qualifying Gol, 99-24- 
us for entrance into heaven and happineſs ( faith, charity, devotion, eve - ndaphgh 
grace, every vertue ) are repreſented to be fra:s of the Holy Spirit : wir 
the union of all Chriſtians into one body ; the Czrholick Society of all truly 
tarthful people, doth, according to St. Pal, reſult from this one Spirit, 
as a common ſoul animating and aQuating them : for ( faith he) by one icor.vo. 15. 
Spirat are we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether ; 
bond or free ;, and have all been made to drink of one Spirit. "eo ond 
In fine, whatever ſome few perſons, or ſome petty Sets (as the Pela- 
gians of old, the Socinians now) may have deemed, it hath been the 
doctrine conſtantly, and with very general conſent delivered in the Ca- 
tholick Chutch, that to all perſons by the holy myſtery of Baptiſm duly 
itiated to Chriſtianity, or admitted into the communion of Chriſt's 
body, the grace of God's Holy Spirit certainly is beſtowed, enabling them 
to perform the conditions of piety and vertue then undertaken by thern'; 
enlightning their minds, reQifying their wills, purifying their atfeQtions, 
directing and affiſting ther in their praQtice ; the which holy gift (ifnot 
abuſed, 111 treated, driven away,or quenched by their ill behaviour) will ol 
erpetually be continued, improved and encreajed to them; it 1s therefore Tert.deproſe. 
by Tertullian (in his preſcriptions againſt Hereticks) reckoned as part of i An. 
that fundamental rule, which was grounded upon the general tradition, 5p;r;us So. 
| and conſent of the Chriſtian Church, that Chrift had ſent the vertue of the ffi, qui cre- 
Holy Ghoſt, in his room, which doth a& believers; to which that Article "#420 
doth. anfwer of the Hong Creed, in which we profeſs to be/jeve the 
Holy Ghoſt ; meaning I ſuppoſe, thereby not only the bare exiftence of 
the Hoty Ghoſt, but alſo its gracious communication and energy. _ 
Since therefore the collation of this eminent gift and favour ſo nearly 
'doth concern us all ; ſeeing it is our preſent duty more eſpecially to 
praiſe and bleſs God for it; ſeeing alſo we are wont to commenſurate _ 
our gratitude to our eſtimation of the benefit, unto which it relateth, 
let us a little conſiderthe worth and excellency of ths divine pift 66n- 
ferred on us. | | , 
That it is tranſcendently valuable we may in general hence colleQ, 
that even in our Lord's eſteem it did not only countervail, but in a  _ 
manner ſurmount the benefit of his preſence ; Zupgipe, It i (faid he) john 16. 7. 
expedient ( or profitable) for you that I go away; God having deſigned, 
that. my abfence ſhall be ſupplied by the Comforter's morebeneficia che 
ſence : and wonderfully beneficial ſurely mnſt that preſence be, which 
could not only compenſate, but render advantageous the loſs of that 
moſt benign and ſweet converſation, that. tender and watchful inſpe- 
Qion, that wholſome and powerful advice, that clear and lively pat- 
| Mmm 2 fern 
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tern of all goodneſs ſhining forth in our Saviour's life upon his diſciples : 
could there be a more indulgent Maſter, a more diſcreet guide, a more 


delightful companion, a more faithful friend, a mightier proteQour, a 
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{urer aſſiſtant, a ſweeter comforter than he? Yes, it ſcemeth thatour Sa- 
viourdid apprehend, that upon ſome accompts thole benefits with grea- 
ter advantage might accrue to them by rhe gitt of his Spirit, than by his 
own immediate preſence ; that it by internal operation could more clearly 
inform the mind, more ftrongly incline the witli, more vigorouſly. affe& 
the heart, than any exteriour word or example could do : neither coulq 
our Saviour, according to the condition of his humanity, limited to par. 
ticularities of time and place, ſo perfeQaly correſpond to the various exj. 
gencies of mankind; as that omnipotent Spirit, intimately preſent togty. 
niformly diffuſed through all things : himtherefore did ourSaviour leaye 
the guardian of his otherwiſe Orphan diſciples ; him did he ſubſtitute to 
undergo the care and tuition of them ; to conduct them 1a the right way, 
to preſerve them from dangers, to comfort them in diſtreſſes, to manage 
all their concernments, to be their counſellour, monitour, advocate and 
patron ; by him he meant fully to make good his word, that he would be 
with them till the end of this world, : BN 

But more diſtinQly'to ſurvey the many benefits and advantages pro- 
ceeding from this excellent gift unto us, we may obſerve, that on it the 
foundation, the improvemeat, the completion of all our good and happi. 
neſs do depend; that to thee Holy Spirit in truth and juſtice are to be a- 
icribed, 1. Our better ſtate and being. 2. Our ſpiritual powers and ablli- 
ties. 3. Our good and acceptable pertormances; whatever we are, what- 
ever we can do, whatever we a&tually do perform as Chriſtians. 

1. We owe to the Holy Spirit our ſpiritual ſtate and being ; our ſpiti- 
tual life, our freedom, our honourable condition. SY 

It is by virtue of this quickning Spirit that from death and corruption 
we are raiſed to an immortal and indefeQible ſtate of life; that ( as St. 
Paul faith) we that were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins are quickned together 
with Chriſt ; we by this incorruptible ſeed are born again, not as formerly 
to a lifeof yanity and miſery, or to the enjoyment of a tew tranſitory 
delights, tempered with many vexatious inconveniences, pains and rrou- 
bles; but to ſure capacities of moſt ſolid and durable contentment, 7s 
living hope of an incorruptible inheritance reſerved in heaven for as, 

It is thereby we are free-men, enjoying a true and pertect liberty ; be- 
ing enfranchiſed from divers intolerable {laveries, to which we naturally 
are ſubjeQted, and from which otherwiſe we could not be exempted; from 
the dominion of a rigorous law, which preſcribeth hard duties, but doth 
not afford ſtrength to perform them ; apt to condemn us, but not able to 
convert us ; from the clamorous accuſations of a guilty conſcience, with 
anxious fears of puniſhment, that ſpirit of bondage unto fear, of which St. 
Paul ſpeaketh ; from the tyranny of a moſt crafty, ſpiteful and cruel ene- 
my, that wicked one who did captivate us at his 8 he ak and detained us 
under his power ; from the no leſs unjuſt, no leſs miſchievous domination 
of our own-fleſh, or natural concupiſcence, impoſing grievous tasks and 
deſtruQtive neceſſities upon us ; I: #s ( faith St. Paul) the law of the Spi- 
rit of life in Chriſt Teſus, which ſetteth us free from theſe laws of ſin and of 
death ; 1o that,. where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

From ſuch baſe thraldoms we thereby are redeemed, and not only fo, 
but are advanc*d to an honourable condition,are ennobled with illuſtrious 
relations, are entitied to glorious privileges : all the benefits and immuni- 
ties contained in the charter of the ew Jersſalemn, all the advantages and 
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privileges appropriated to God's Court andFamily thereby appertain unto 
us ; for we have ( ſaith St. Paul) acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father and 
are thence zo more ſfranzers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens of the. Saints, 
and of the houſhold of God: by this boly anion weare conſecrated Kjnzs 
and Prieſts unto God ; by participation of this immortal ſeed, we are en- 
grafted into alliance with the heavenly King, become children of God, 
brethren of Chriſt, heirs of paradiſe ( an- infinitely better paradiſe than 
. that, from which we formerly were excluded ;) for this is that ave0s 
Jevwins, that Spirit, which conſtituteth us the Sons of God, qualifying 
us tobe ſo by diſpoſitions reſembling God,: and filial affeQtions toward 
him; certifying us that'weare ſo, and cauſing us by a free inſtinC zo cry 
Abba Father, running into his boſome of love, and flying under the 
wings of his mercy 1n all our needs and diſtreſſes ; whence as many-as are 
led by the Spirit, they ( faith St. Paul ) are the Sons of God ; and, the Sp:- 
rit it ſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit that we are the children of God; 
yea, which may ſeem yet a farther pitch of dignity, we, by interventi- 
on of this Spirit, are united and incorporated into Chriſt himſelf, being 
made. living members af his 'body, partaking a common life and ſenle 
with him ;by it weare compacted into the {ame ſpiritual edifice, dedi- 
cated to the worſhip and inhabitation of God ; our bodies and ſouls are 
made temples of his divinity, thrones of his majeſty, orbs of his celeſti- 
al light, paradiſes of his bliſsful preſence; for , I» whom ( faith St. Paul.) 
ye are built together for an inhabitation of God through the Spirit ; and, 
Rpow ye 0t that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwel.- 
leth in you? | | 
By the Holy Spirit we are enſtated in theſe unconceivably glorious 
privileges, and by it onely we are aſſured of them, to our comfort ; the 
gift of it asitis a great part of them, and the chief cauſe, ſoitis a ſure 
confirmation and pledge ; Te, faith St. Pawl, were ſealed by the Holy Spirit 
of promiſe, which is the earneſt of our inheritance ; and It is God who did 
eftabliſh us with you in Chriſt, and anointed us, and alſo ſealed ns, andgave 
the earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts, all which phraſes do import theſame 
thing, that is, a comfortable aſſurance concerning the reality of the bene- 
fits by. divine grace exhibited and promiſed to us. 
- 2. Neither only relatively and extrinlecally is our ſtate bettered and 
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exalted from. death to life, from ſlavery to freedom, from baſeneſs to 


dignity ; but our ſelves anſwerably are changed, and amended by the 
ſame Holy Spirit, with a real and 1ntrinſecal alteration, transforming us 
into other things, much different from what we were in our former na- 
tural ſtate; by that rezovatioz of the Holy Ghoſt, of which St. Paul ſpeak- 
eth, we are ( faith he) renewed in the Spirit of our mind; 1o that riot 
onely the decayed frame of our ſoulis thereby repaired, and reformed 
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but its powers are much improved and inlarged ; we are thence endowed . 


with new and better faculties, as it were ; with quicker apprehenſions, 
withſincerer judgments, with righter inclinations, with nobler paſſions: 
than we had before (yea than we could havehad in our original ſtate } 
ſo that in the language of Holy Scripture we thence become new mer, an 

new creatures, created according to God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; 
according to God, that is in conformity to the divine perfeCtions of re- 
Qitudein mind and will, fo as to reſemble God in a higher degree, and 
more worthy reſpeQs than formerly. Our Father Ad» was made «; 
xl Com, a creature endowed with life and ſenſe, furmſhed with pow- 
ers and appetites diſpoſing to acquire, preſerve andenjoy the convenien- 
ces agreeable to that frame; and we naturally arev;yui 4r2gome, ant 
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mal men ; ſuch as naturally doapprehend, do affe&t, do purfue things con- 
cerning this preſent life; the pleaſures of ſenſe, and the {atisfaCtions of fan- 


cy ;freedom from want and pain, ſecurity from danger and diſturbance, 
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together with the means we ſuppoſe conducible to thoſe, wealth, honour 
and power; theſe are thoſe deſires of the fleſh and of the mind, the things 
which according to our natural temper and frame we like and approve; 
which moſt men therefore do highly value,paſhonately love, and earneſt. 
ly ſeek : Nor doth nature only incline us to a complacence in theſe things, 
but cuſtomary fruition greatly endeareth'them to us ; ſo that wecontiny- 
ally improve our acquaintafice, and contraQt a firmer alliance with.them ; 
but ſpiritual and divine things (the thinzs of the Spirit of God, as St. Paul 
calleth them) we cannot * recezve, that is, ſimply of our ſelves, without 
aid of another interiour principle, we have no capacity to apprehend 
them, no diſpoſition toentertain them, no ſtrength to purſue them ; they 
(as the Apoſtle ſaith) are fooliſhneſs to us, that 1s, incongruous to our preju-' 
dicate notions, and infipid to our corrupt palates —  _ 

Such doEtrines as theſe; that our felicity confiſteth not 1n affluence of 
temporalgnjoyments, but in'diſpoſitions of ſouf croffing our humours, 
curbing our appetites, and quelling our paſſions; in conformity of pra- 
Qice to rules diſtaſtful to our ſenſe; in the love and favour ot an inviſi- 
ble Being - in reverſion of an eſtate not to be poſſeſſed until after our 
death in another world ; that none of theſe preſent things do well deferye 
onr ſerious regard, affeCtion or care, and that it is blamable to be ſollici- 
tous about them ; that naked goodneſs ( how low, weak and poor fo. 
ever) is to be choſen before all the ſpecious pomps and glories of this 
world ; that the ſecret teſtimony of conſcience is to be preferred before 
all the approbation and applauſe of men; that the hope of future joy 
ſhould overſway the deſire of preſent moſt certainand ſenſible delights; 
that the loſs of all things may ſometime be deemed our greateſt gain, be- 
ing contemned our higheſt honour, enduring aflictions our molt deſira- 
ble condition,death our ſureſt welfare,a croſs preferrible to a crown ; that 
accordingly it is often advantageous and expedient for us, and a duty in- 
cumbent on us willingly to diſcard our deareſt contents of lite, to facrifice 
aur moſt valued intereſts, to forſake our neareſt relations, to refuſe what 
we moſt affe&t, to undertake what we moſt diftaſt, to undergo without 
reluctancy or regret the moſt bitter accidents that canbefall us; that we 
muſt (ro uſe the holy ffyle ) hate our own fouls, deny our ſebves, and take 
up our croſs, quit houſes and lands, deſert kindred and, friends ; wml 
mio Tos tavrs Vadgxum to renounce ( or bid farewel) zo all that he hath, 
or owneth ; cut off our right hands, and pluck out oar right eyes ; circamuiſe 
our hearts, mortifie our members ; crucify our fleſh with its affetHons and 


* luſts ; be crucified to the world ; to accompt all worldly things damage, drofs, 
* and 4uzg in compariſon to ſpiritual goods. That we muſt fo tar remit 
,3. and reſtrain our ſelt-love, as to love all men, not excluding our greateſt 


enemies, as our ſelves ; {o as not only to part freely with our particular 
accommodations, but upon occaſion, in imitation of our Saviour, to ” 
down oar lives for them; ſo as not only to comport with their infirmities, 
but torequite their extremeſt injuries with good will and g00d turns : lo 
as to do all good to all men, to return no evil to any ; zo bleſs thew that 
curſe us, to do good to them that hate us, to pray for them which deſpitefally 
uſe 4s, and perſecute us. Ta bo 
Theſe, and ſuchlike dittates of the Spirit are hard, and harſh ſayings, 
abſurd to our natural conceit, and abominable to our carnal. humour; we 
cannot readily ſwallow them, we cannot eaſily digeſt them ; in reſpe& to 


them 
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. them we as mere men are 'sx0e9} 75 Maya, enemies 12 047 mind, Or rea- Col. 1. 21. 
fon ; our diſcourſe preſently doth contradict and oppoſe them : Our rea- 
{on is ſhut up, and barr'd with various appetites, humours and paſſions a- | 
gainſt ſuch truths, nor can we admit them into our hearts, except God 4izviy*y # 
by his Spirit do /et open our mind, and work a free paſſage for them into jt. 24. 4c. 
us; it is he who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, muſt as St. Ads 16. 14. 
Paul ſpeaketh ) iluſtrate our hearts with the nes of theſe things ; an ? <4 6 
Unition from the holy one, clearing our eyes, ſoftning our hearts, healing John 2. 27: 
our diſtempered faculties muſt (as St. John informeth us ) teach and per- 
{uade us this fort of truths ; a hearty faith of theſe ſeemingly incredible 
propoſitions mult indeed be, as St. Paul calleth it, 
the gift of God, proceeding from that Spirit of fairh, Epb. 2. 8. Phil. 1.29. 1 Cor. 12.9. 
whereof the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaketh ; ſuch faith is not JETT» 
( as St. Baſil ſaith ) engendred by Geometrical neceſſi- Mig tn w mwourremeis d1dyxes, 
ties, but by the effettual operations of the Holy Ghoſt : NY wavy The & enter Bias byyt- 
Fleſh and bloud will not reveal unto as, nor can any Ther £8. wg de. is, 2. 
man with clear confidence ſay, that Jeſus ( the 
Authour, Maſter and Exemplifier of theſe doctrines ) 7s the Lord, ( the 
Meſzas, the infallible Prophet, the univerſal Law-giver, the Son of the 
living God ) 6b#t by the Holy Ghoſt : Every Spirit, which ſincerely conf:;j- 
ſeth him to be the Chriſt, who hath enjoyned theſe Precepts, we may with 
St. John ſafely conclude to be of God ; for of our ſelves we are not ſufficient 
(as the Apoſtle ſaith) xox/Cevuk n, to reaſon out, or colle& any of theſe 
things; we never of our own accord, without divine attraftion ſhould 
come unto Chriſt, that is ſhould effetually conſent unto, and embrace 
his inſtitution, conſiſting of ſuch unplaufible Propoſitions, and Precepts ; 
hardly would his own Diſciples, who had fo long enjoyed the light of 
his inſtruction and converſation, have admitted it, if he had not gran- 
ted to them that Spirit of trath, whoſe work it was :4y, to lead them join 6. 44. 
in this unknown and uncouth way, «rayſiney, to tell them again and John 16. 13. 
again, that is, to inſtill and inculcate theſe crabbid truths upon them, = ** 
wawprirzuy, to admoniſh, excite and. urge them to the marking and 
minding them ; hardly, Ifay, without the guidance of this Spirit would 
our Lord's Diſciples have admitted divers Evangelical truths, as our Lord 
himſelf told them; I have ( ſaid he) many things beſide to ſay to you, but john 16. 12. 
ye cannot as yet bear them; but when he, the Spirit of truth ſhall come, he 
ſhall conduft you into all truth, rr, 

As for the mighty Sages of the world, the learned Scribes, the ſubtile 
diſputers, the deep politicians, the eſe mer according t0 the fleſh, the men 1,0 *+ 22: 
of moſt refined judgment, and improved reaſon in the world's eye, they © 
were more ready to deride, than to regard, to impugn, than to admit 
theſe doctrines ; to the Greeks who ſought wiſdom, the preaching of them 
did ſeem: fooliſhneſs. 

It is trueſome few ſparks or flaſhes of this divine knowledge may poſ- 
libly be driven out by rational conſideration ; Philoſophy may yield ſome 
twilight glimmerings thereof ; common reaſon may diQtate a faint con- 
ſent unto, may produce a cold tendency after ſome of theſe things ; but 
a clear perception, and a reſolute perſuaſion of mind, 
that ful aſſurance of faith, and inflexible confeſſion 4 Ilangpecia # niger. Heb. ro, 22. 
hope : whichthe Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaketh of; Ph. 7 ITi{'@ exams, Heb. 
that all riches of the full aſſurance of underſtanding, 
that abandant knowledge of the divine will in all: ſpiri- . 5 r®: 4 wnonoia? wr 
tual wiſdom and underſtanding, with which St. Paul Oo OS 
did pray that lys Coloians might be repleniſbed ; theſe ſo perfett illuſtrati- 
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6ns of the mind, ſo powerful conviCtions of the heart do argue immedi. 
ate influences from the fountain of life and wiſdom, the divine Spirit : ng 
external inſtruQion could infuſe, no interiour diſcourſe could excite them; 
could penetrate thoſe opacities of ignorance, and diffipate thoſe thick 
miſts of prejudice, wherein nature and cuſtom do involve us; could { 
thoroughly awaken the lethargick ſtupidity of our ſouls; could ſupple the 
refraQtary ſtiffneſs of our wills, could mollify the ſtony hardneſs of our 
hearts, could void our natural averſation to ſuch things, and quell that 
eegrna 4 ougulr, that carnal mind, the which St. Paul faith is enmity a. 
gainſt God, for it is not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed can be ; 
could depreſs thoſe #4alz, thoſe lofty rowers of ſelf-conceit, reared a- 
gainſt the knowledge of God, and demoliſh thoſe 5x04 0ela, thoſe bulwarks 
of ſelf-will and perverſe ſtomach oppoſed againſt the impreſſions of divine 
truth; and captivate miv vinua, every coxceit and device of Ours 'to the 
obedience of Chriſt, and his diſcipline : Well therefore did St. Pau/pray in 
| Eph.1. 17. behalf of his Epheſians, that God would beſtow on them that Spirit of wiſdom 
and revelation in the acknowledgment of him, and that the eyes of their mind 
(og reaſon) might be enlightned, ſo as to know the hope of their calling ; that-” 
is,"to underſtand and believe the doQtrines of Chriſtianity, which upon 
condition of obedience did promiſe felicity to them. | 
So is the light of ſpiritual knowledge, together with a temper of mind 
diſpoſing to receive it, communicated to us; but farther alſo by the 
ſame divine power and fpirit are our vital heat and vigour, ouractive 
ſtrength and courage imparted. For as mere men we are not only blind 
to diſcern, dull to conceive, backward to undertake the neceſſary duties 
of vertueand piety, but we arealſo dead, heartleſs and unwieldy, lame 
and impotent, indiſpoſed and fincapable to perform them: though we 
ſhould competently apprehend our duty, and our ſpirit thence ſhould be 
Matt. 26. 41. willizg, yet our fleſh, or natural power, « weak; we may (as St. Paal1n- 
ſtrueth us) in our judgment conſent that zhe law 
ts holy, juſt and good ; and conſequently to will maybe 
preſent td us; that is, we may be deſirous, and in 
Rom. 7, 18. ſome meaſure reſolved to obey it; yea we may have 
-- O—_ TÞ Voup x7! 3 tow @vgu- (pope interiour rational complacence therein; and yet 
| «4.23. get . ; 
$3 not haveability to a& according to theſe diCtates 
and deſires; for to will is preſent tome ({aith he in the perſon of a man 
=p 13. endewed only with natural ſtrength, abſtratting from the ſubſidiary vir- 
ti2urs te and operation of the divine Spirit,) but to perform that which is good, I 
azAdyixivgi- find not; 1 perceive not any means, or way of afteCting it; knowledge 
aac therefore and willingneſs to do good doth not ſuffice-; we need a pre- 
valent force to ſtir and raiſe this unweildy bulk ; to overpoiſe our natu- 
ral propenſions, to ſubdue the reluftancies, and check the importunities 
of ſence, to correct bad nature, and reclaim from bad cuſtom : The 
natural might and policy of our ſingle reaſon, being very feeble and 
ſhallow, is not fitly matched to encounter that potent confederacy of 
enemies, which continually with open violence doth invade and affail us; 
or which by clandeſtine wiles doth watch to circumvent and {ſupplant us: 
Is it eaſie for us not to dread the frowns, nor to be charmed by the flatte- 
ries; to {light both the hatred and favour ; to abide the perſecutions, and 
to avoid the allurements of this world ; this wicked, violent, deceitful 
world, which is ever xeady to deter from good, and entice us to evil? Is 
it caſie to* reſtrain and repreſs thoſe fleſhly luſts, which (as St. Peter ſaith) 
do war againſt our ſouls, combating them with their own forces ; uſing 
thejr own faculties and members as weapons againſt them ? Is it w_ to 
reſcue 
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reſcue our ſelves from that other law in our members, that warreth againſt Rem. 7.23. 
the law of onr underſtanding, and captivateth us to the law of ſin? Is it a 
{mall matter to ſet upon, to grapple with, to knock down that Gigantick- 

Philiftine, inordinate ſelf-love ( the root of injuſtice, pride, envy, malice, 
ambition and avarice within us) which naturally is ſo tall and ſtout ; 
which, if not checked in its progreſs, will daily grow 1n ſtature and 
ſtrength ? Is it a ſlight bulinel to dete&t, to counterplot, to decline or 
defeat thoſe us3:H%iz, thoſe devices, or ſubtile trains, and {leights of the Eph. s. :r. 
Tempter; to wreſtle with principalities, with powers, with the rulers of this  an"_f n TAAY. 
darkſome world, with the ſpiritualities of wickedneſs, ſurrounding us? may * ae 
we not reaſonably in compariſon to theſe mighty Anakim be ( as the chil- 
dren of 1/rael anciently were ) in our own ſight as Graſhoppers, quite deſpair- Num. 13- 33: 
jog by our own ſtrength to vanquiſh, ro reliſt them ? | 

In our ſpiritual conflift with ſuch dangerous and dreadful adverſaries, 

we do need an G:yonie 5% mrwue)&, (as St. Paul ſpeaketh, that 1s ) Phil. r. 19. 

a large ſupply of the Spirit, a collation of auxiliary forces, an habitual ſup- 
port derived from that invincible and infallible ſpirit, which only is 
ſtronger, and wiſer than they ; we need to be armed with that Nous is 545, Luke 24. 49: 
that power from on high, or heavenly might, whereby the Apoſtles were Et* 55: 19-/ 
enabled to fight their noble battles, and to atchieve their glorious con- 
quelts, ſubduing the rebellious world, and baffling the powers ot dark- 
neſs; we need gurdus xeararwvirer , tO be ſtrengthened with might by, |. 
 Chrift*s ſpirit in the inward man, as St. Paul expreſſeth it ; whereby, as he, col. i. 11. 

' -we may «vs igzwv, be able to do all things, or to accompliſh the mott py, ,. 1. 
difficult parts of our duty ; without which we can do zothing, that is, Can- John ts. 5. 
not diſcharge the moſt cafe things required of us; 
all our ſufficrency is of God ;, it is he, who out of his 2Cor- 3. 5. Phil. 2. 13. 

| ; Col. r. 12. 

goodneſs doth effect in us both to will and to perform; T3 cue anallneubirilus 62 
his ſpirit zaking part with our infirmities, and there- via judy—Rom. 8. 26. 
by giving us advantage over all oppoſition and diffi- - 
culty. The chief reaſon why we do #ot ſin, or perſiſt in a courſe of diſobe- , John 
dience to the Laws of God, 1s, as St. Joh» telleth us, becauſe the divine ſeed \ ver. Af 

 abideth in us, that root of divine life, and vital aQi- | 
vity implanted in us by the Holy Spirit ; that divine = Pet. 2, 4. Odin gory, 
w#ature ( as St. Peter ſtyleth it) that principle and ,,,," _ wgt.on tar hog 
ſpring of ſpiritual motion by him inſerted in us; Dk 
from which only ſeed or ature do ſprout all heavenly graces and ver- 
rues. 

The principal and original virtue, charity / the "gy EP er? 
root, the p kann. en] the Et of all codnes ” Saint ras Goes ES TT 
Chryſoſtome calleth it ) even that hed abroad in our © 
hearts by the Holy Spirit given unto us, as St. Paul PRA, 5 Sond — 

telleth us; and the fruit (faith he ) of che Spirit is in Rom. 5. 5. Eph. s. 5. 
all goodneſs, righteouſneſs and truth , and, Love, peace, 
long-ſuffering, benignity, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance are by the ſame Gal. 5. 22. 
divine Apoſtle reckoned ſtreams from the ſame ſource, fruits of the ſame 
rich and goodly ſtock : to it generally are attributed all purification of 
our hearts, mortification of our luſts,' ſanQification of our lives, and con- 
ſequently ſalvation of our ſouls: Te ( ſaith St. Paul ) are waſhed, ye are 

ſanctified, ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of 

our God ; and, God hath _ us from the beginning to ſalvation by ſanfti-2 Theſ 2. 14. 
fication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth; and, Having ( ſaith St. Pe- 
ter ) purified oar ſouls in obedience to the trkth, by the Spirit, unto charity 
unfeigned ; and, If ( faith St. Paul again ) by the Spirit ye mortify the deeds Rom. 8. 12, 
of the Fleſh, ye ſhall live; Thus doth our ſpiritual being and Rate, toge- ; 
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A Whitſunday-Sermon of 
ther with our life and active powers depend upon the Holy Spirit; and 
not only ſo, but PORT appro 4 51 3 

3. The continued ſubſtance and preſervation, the aQual uſe and ex- 
erciſe of them, all our diſcreet condudt, all our good practice do rely 
upon him :. It is true of our ſpiritual no lefs than of our natural life, 7f þz 
doth avert his face, we are troubled; if he doth ſabſtratt his inflaence, we tie 
and return unto our duft : upon all, occaſions we do need his direQion, aid 
and comfort; for the way of man ( as the Prophet faith ) # not in himſelf 
it is not in man that walketh to dirett his ſteps ; It s the Lord ( as the Pla. 
miſt ſaith) that ordereth the ſteps of a good man, and upholdeth him with 
his hand; we have all need to pray with that good man ; Cauſe me to know 
the way, wherein I ſhould walk ; teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God; 
thy ſpirit is good, lead me into the Land of aprightneſs. 

We are vain and uncertain in our opinions, fickle and irrefolute in our 
purpoſes, ſlow and heavy in our proceedings; apt to faint and faulter, to 
ſtumble and ſlip in all our praQtice ; we do need therefore this ſure Oracle 
to conſult in our doubts and darknefles ; this faithful friend to dire& and 
adviſe us in our affairs; this conſtant Monitor to rouſe, and quicken vs 
in our undertakings ; this powerful Guardian to ſupport and eſtabliſh us 
in our ways; It is, in reſpe& to good men, this ſteady hand that holdeth 


_ the helm, and gently ſteereth, their courſe through the blind tratts of re- 


Eph. 2. 18. 
Rom. 8. 26. 


ligious practice; withdrawing them from thoſe dangerous ſhelves of er- 


rour and temptation, upon which they are apt to ſplit ; it is this heavenly . 
pale, that fillerh their fails with conſtant reſolution, and fairly arived, 
them forward in their voyage toward eternal bliſs. He ſoftly doth whif- 
per and inſinuate good thoughts into us; doth kindle pious deſires, doth 
cheriſh virtubus intentions, doth promote honeſt endeavours ; he. ſeaſon- 
ably checketh and reftraineth- us from ſin; he faithfully reproveth and 
upbraideth us for committing it,; he raiſeth wholſome remorſe, ſhameand - 
diſpleaſure for our unworthinels and folly ; He ſweetly warmeth our cold 
affeQtions, inflaming our hearts with devotion toward God; he qualifieth 
us,. and encourageth us to approach the throne of grace, breeding in us 
faith and humble confidence, prompting us fit matter of requeſt, becom- 
ing our advocate and intercefſour for the good ſucceſs of our prayers; 
Throagh Chriſt Jeſs (faith St. Paul ) we have acceſs by one ſpirit unto the 
Father ; and, The ſpirit helpeth our infirmities ; for we know not what we ſhould 
ask for as we ought, but the ſpirit it ſelf intercedeth for us. fy 
He guardeth us, he ſtandeth us, he ſuſtaineth by us 1a all trials, and 


2 Cor- 12. 2. temptations, affording grace ſufficient to eſcape or to endure them ; ot ſuf- 
| 1 Cor: 10. 13+ fpring 1s to be termpted above what we are able. & 
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He ſupporteth and comforteth us in our aMfliQions and diſtreſſes of all 
kinds, of our inward and outward eftate: this David knew when 1m his 
penitential agonies he prayed, Caſt me not awayfrom thy preſence, ani take 
zot thy holy Spirit from me ; reſtore anto me the Joy of thy ſalvation, and us 
hold me with thy free ſpirit ; this thoſe firſt Chriſtians felt, who under per- 
ſecutions and all outward diſcouragements were yet filed with joy, and ais 
walk in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt; whence that teftimony of St, Paul 
concerning the Theſſalonians; Te were followers of me,. ani of the Lora, 
receiving the word in much affliction with joy of the Holy Ghoſt , by it'the 
bleſſed Saints, Martyrs and Confeſſors being inſpired did not only with 
admirable patience, but incredible alacrity undergo the extremelt loſſes, 


19nominies and tortures which the ſpite of hell, and rage of the world 
could inflict oa them. . 


It 
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It is in fine, this Holy Spirt, which is the ſole. Author and ſpring of 
all true delight, of all real content within us; of that «unſpeakable joy in be-r per. x. 8. 
lieving, that gee of hope, that ſatisfaQtion in well coung 3 the partaking Rom. 15. 13. 
of his ſociety, influence and conſolation is indeed the moſt delicious repaſt,*** 35 
and richeſt : cordial of our ſoul ; the neareſt reſemblance, the ſweeteſt 
foretaſt of Paradiſe. 
| So many, ſo great ; yea far more, far greater than, ſhould the time give 
me leave, I could enumerate or exprels, are the benefits accruing to us from 
this moſt excellent gift of God, by him graciouſly conferred upon all good 
Chriſtians ; for which we ſhould correſpondently endeavour with all our 
hearts to praiſe, and thank him ; 1n all our lives to make grateful and 
worthy returns for it; eſpecially by well uling it to the greateſt purpo- 
ſes, for which it was beſtowed, of enabling us to ſerve God, of preſerving 
us from ſin, of condutting us to eternal ſalvation. 

Let us earneſtly invite this Holy gueft unto us, by our Prayers unto 
him, who hath promiſed to beſtow his Spirit upon thoſe, which ask it ; Johor II. 33, 
to impart hz living ſtream to every one, which zh1irfteth after it ; let us 5:44 
willingly receive him into our hearts, let us treat him with all kind uſage, 
with all humble obſervance. Let us not exclude him by ſupine negleQ, 
or rude reſiſtance ; let us not grieve him by our perverſe and froward be- *s 7. 5:. 
haviour toward him: let us not tempt him by our fond preſumptions, or 7 ar 54 
baſe treacheries; let us not quezch his heavenly light and heat by our foul aa: s. s. 
luſts and paſſions : But let us admit gladly his gentle 1llapſes; let us hearken ! Thet-s. 1-9 
to his faithful ſuggeſtions ; let us comply with his kindly motions ; let. us 
demean our ſelves modeſtly, conſiſtently, and officiouily toward him ; 
that we may fo do, God of his infinite mercy grant unto us, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord ; to whom with the ſame Hoty Spirit for ever be all 
glory, and praiſe. Amen. 


O God the ſtrength of all them, that put their truſt in thee, mercifully ac- 
cept our prayers; and becauſe through the weakneſs of our mortal nature we 
can do no good thing without thee, grant us the help of thy grace, that in 

keeping of thy commandments we may pleaſe thee both in will and deed, through 
Tefus Chriſt or Lord, Amen. 
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Trinity Sunday, 1663, 
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Set your Aﬀeions on thnigs above. doen nf 
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OR underſtanding-this Apoſtolical Precept, two Particulars 
muſt be conſidered ; firſt the At, pporev (which is tendred 
to ſet our Aﬀet#ions) theg the Objedt, Tx #rw, things a- 
bove ; theſe we briefly ſhall explain. 


The word qpovzn doth primarily, and alſo according to common 
uſe, denote an advertency, or intent application of the mind upon any 
Obje& : Of the mind, that is, of a man's Soul, eſpecially of its ra- 
tional part ; ſo as to include the powers of Underſtanding, Will, Af- 
feQtion, AQtivity ; whence it may imply direQion of our Underſtand- 
ing to know ; of our Will to chuſe and embrace ; of our AﬀeQton to 

+ love, defire, reliſh; of our AQivity to purſue any good (real or ap- 
parent) which is propoſed : according to which moſt comprehenſive 
ſenſe ( ſuting the nature of the thing) Ido take the word, ſuppoſing 
that St. Pau! doth enjoin us toemploy all our mental Faculties in ſtudy, * 
choice, paſſion, endeavour upon ſupernal things. 

The .7% «vw (things above) may be ſo taken, as to import all things 
relating to our ſpiritual Life here, or our future ſtate hereafter ; the 
which do either aCtually ſubſift above in Heaven, 'or have a final refe- 
rence thither : ſo they may comprize, r.. The ſubſtantial Beings, to 
whom we ſtand related, owe reſpeA, perform duty. 2. The Rata 
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and condition of our ſpiritual Life here, or hereafter, as we are Ser- 
vants and Subjects of God, Citizens of Heaven, Candidates of Im- 
mortal Happineſs. 3. Rules to be obſerved, Qualities to be acquired, 
ACQtions to be performed, Means to be uſed by us 1n regard to the (y- 
perior Place and State. oo ON” on 
Of theſe things the incomparably Principal and Supream, the 
T) vatecvo, is the ever moſt Glorious and Bleſſed Trinity j to the ming- 
ing of whi&trrhis Day is peculiarly dedicated, and the which indeed'is 
always the moſt excellent, moſt beneficial, moſt comfortable Obje& of 


our Contemplation and AﬀeQion ; wherefore upon it I ſhall now im 
mediately fix my Diſcourſe. | 


The Sacred Trinity may be conſidered, either as it is in it ſelf wrapt 

up in unexplicable tolds of Myſtery ; or as-1t hath diſcovered it ſelf o- 

perating in wonderful methods of Grace towards us. 

As it is 18 it ſelf, *tis an Obje& too bright- and dazling for our weak 

Eye to faſten upon, an Abyſs too deep for our ſhort Reaſon to fathom; 

I can only ſay, That we are ſo bound to mind it, as to exerciſe our 

« Faith, and expreſsour Humility, in willingly believing, in ſubmiſſive- 

ly adoring thoſe high Myſteries which are revealed in the Holy Oracles 
concerning. it, by that Spirit it ſelf, which ſearcheth the Depths of God, 

and by that only Son of God, who reſiding in his Father's Boſorn, hath 

ExG- 4Zn- thence brought them forth, and expounded them to us, ſo far as was fit 
= . for our Aſc and uſe: And the LeQtures ſo read by the Eternal Wiſ- 
oh, 1: 1% dom of God, the Propoſitions uttered by the Mouth of” Trath it ſelf, 


we are obliged with a docile Ear, and a credulous Heart, to enter- 
tain. wht 2 


That there is one Divine Nature or Eſſence, common unto Three 
Perſons incoamprehenſibly . united, and ineffably diſtinguiſhed ; unt- 
ted in Eſſential Attributes, diſtinguiſhed by peculiar Idioms and Rela- 
tions ; all equally infinite in. every Divine Perfection, each different 
Jok. 10 8, from other in order and manner of ſubſiſtence; that there is a mutual 
14+ 19. jnexiftence of one 1n all, and all in one; a communication without any 
17: ** deprivation or diminution:in the Commounicant; an EternalGeneration, 
and an Eternal Proceſſion, without precedence or ſucceſſion, without 
proper cauſality or dependence ; a'Father imparting his own, andthe 
Son receiving his Father's Life, and a Spirit ifaing trom both, without 
any divifion, or multiplication of Eſſence : theſe are Notions which 
may wel] puzzle our Reaſon in conceiving how they agree, but ſhould 
not ſtagger our Faith in aflentyng that they are true 3 upon which-we 
ſhould meditate, not with hope to comprehend, but with diſpoſition 
to admire, veiling our Faces 1n the preſence, and proſtrating our Rea- 

ſon at the feet of Wiſdom fo far tranſcending us. | 
There be thoſe, who, becauſe they cannot untie, dare to cut in ſun- 
der theſe ſacred Knots ; who, becauſe they cannot fully conceive it, - 
dare flatly to deny them ; who, inſtead of confefling their own infir- 
mity, do charge the plain DoQtrins and Aſſertions of Holy Scripture 
with impoſhbility. Others ſeem to think they can demonſtrate theſe 
Myſteries by Arguments grounded upon Principles of natural Light ; 
and expreſs it by Similitudes derived from common Experience. To re- 
preſs the Preſumption of the former, and to reſtrain the Curioſity of 
the latter, the following Conſiderations (improved by your Thoughts) 

may perhaps ſomewhat conduce. | | 


” 


3. We 


A Defence of the B. Trinity. 


1. We may conſider, that our Reaſon is no competent or capable 
Judg concerning Propoſitions of this nature : Oar Breaſt ( as Minutins Notis ad intel 
ſpeaketh) # 4 narrow Veſſel, that will not hold much Underſtanding ; *tis lettum pettus 
not ſufficient, nor was ever deſigned to ſound ſuch depths, to deſcry 4p x 
_ the radical Principles of all Beipg; to reach the extreme poſſibilities of T! # & ru 

things. Such an intellectual Capacity is vouchſafed to us as doth ſute _ 5 hol 
ro our degree (theloweſt Rank of Intelligent Creatures) as becometh Turk wry 
our Station in this inferiour part of the World, as may qualify us to 7* *$", % #- 
diſcharge the petty Buſineſſes committed to our management, and the 7,,%:5,9,, 
facile Dutics incumbent on us : - but to know what God is, how he ſub- ay. Plaro 
ſiſteth, what he can, what he ſhould do, by our natural perſpicacity,”” 7 
or by any means we can uſe, farther.than he pleaſeth to reveal, doth 
not {ute to the meanneſs of our Condition, or the narrowneſs of our 
Capacity ; theſe really are the moſt elevated Sublimities, and the ab- 
ſtruſeſt Sybtilties that are, or can be in the nature of things ; he thar 
can penetrate them, may ere his Tribunal any where in the World, 
and pretend juſtly thar nothing in Heaven or Earth is exempred from 
his Judgment ; Bur in truth, how unfit our Reaſon is to exerciſe ſuch 
pniverſal Juriſdiction, we nay diſcern by comparing it to our Senſe ; 
it is obyious that many Beaſts do (by advantage of a finer Senſe) 
ſe, hear, ſmell things imperceptible to us; and were it not very un- 
reaſonable to- conclude that ſuch things do not exiſt, or are in them- 
ſelves altogether inſenſible, becauſe they do not at all appear to us? Is 
it not evident, that we ought to impute their imperceptibility (re- 
ſpeQingus) tothe defet of our Senſe, to its dulneſs and groffneſs, in 
regard to the ſubtilty of thoſe ObjeCts ? Even ſo may Propoſitions in 
themſelves, and in regard to the capacity of higher Underſtandings 
(for there are gradyal differences in Underſtanding, as well as in Senſe) 
be true and very intelligible, which to our- inferior Reaſon ſeem unig- 
relligible, or repugnant to the Prenotions with which our Soul is im- 
bued ; and our not diſcerning thoſe Truths, may 'argue the blindneſs 
and weakneſs of our Underſtanding, not any fault or inconſiſtency in 
the things themſelves ; nor ſhould it cauſe us any wife to diſtruſt them, 
if they come recommended to our belief by competent Authority. 

To ſuch purpoſes indeed the Holy Scripture frequently doth vilify 
our Reaſon and Knowledg : Every man (faith Jeremiah ) i bratiſh in jer. 10. 14. 
knowledg. The Lord (faith the P/almift ) knoweth the thoughts of men Pla. 103.14, 
(of wiſe men, as St. Paul! quoteth it) that they are vanity, Vain man" Cor. 3. 10, 
(faith he in Fob) would be wiſe, tho mar be born like a wild Aﬀſſes Cots ; Job 11. 144 
(that is, however weraffect to ſeem wiſe, yet to be dull as an Afs, tobe 
wild as a Colt, is natural to us.) A thoughts (faith God in the Pro- Ifa. gs. 8: 
phet) are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways : for as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, ſo are my ways than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. God's Wiſdom is as the Heavens, the higheſt and 
top of all Wiſdom ; Man's as the Earth, beneath which there is no de- 
gree,but that of Hell and Darkneſs : We therefore in this reſpe& are uns 
fit to determine concerning things fo exceedingly ſublime and ſubrile. 
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2. We may conſider, that not oy the imperfe&ion of our Reaſon 
it ſelf, but the manger of uſing it doth incapacitate us to judg abour 
theſe matters. Had we competent $kill to fail in this deep Ocean, yet 
we do want a Gale todrive us, and a Compaſs to ſteer our Courfe by 
therein ; we have not any firm grounds to build our Judgment on, or 
certain Rules to ſquare it by. . We cannot effeQually diſcourſe or de- 
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termine upon any Subject, without having Principles homogeneous and 
Annal. I. 7 pertinent thereto (that are i Ty «vTh ovſyedy, cognate and congruous 
to the Subject-matter, as the Philoſopher ſpeaketh ) upon which: to 
tound our Argumentation. Now all the Principles we can have, are 
either originally innate to our Minds ;.,or afterward immediately in- 
tuſed by God, or by external InftruQtion from him diſcloſed to us ; or 
acquired by our Experience, and obſervation of things incurring our 
Senſe ; or framed by our Reaſon, - comparing thoſe means ; of which 
the three former ſorts are moſt arbitrarily communicated, and both for 
'- . ,__ . number and kind depend upon the free pleaſure of him, who diftri- 
OE _ buteth them according #0 « #eaſure ſutable to each man's occaſions, eſti- 
769. mated by himſelf: how many thoſe are, and how far they may quali- 
Rom. 12-3: fy us tojudg, or diſcourſe about thoſe tranſcendent, Matters, is hard 
to define ; Fur moſt certainly they never can claſh with one another; 
no Light in any manner imparted by God can obſcure the DoQtrine de- 
clared by him, no DoQtrine can thwart. Principles. inſtilled by him. 
The latter ſorts appertain only to material and ſenſible ObjeAts ; which 
therefore can only enable us-to deduce, or to examine Conclufions re- 
lating to them ; and being applied to things of another kind, areabuſ 
ſo as to become apt to produce great miſtakes: As for inſtance, m 
Antient Philoſophers obſerving, that the Changes and: Viciflitudes in 
Nature were generally, by the ſame Matters, undergoing ſeveral Alte- 
rations, or putting on ifforent Shapes ; and that Bodies once being in 
reſt, did uſually conſiſt in that ſtate, until by impulſe of, other Bodies 
they were put 1nto motion, did thence frame ſuch Axioms, or Princi- 
ples of Diſcourſe, Ex nihilo nihil fir ; and Quicquid movetar, ab alio 
moverur : which Propoſitions, ſuppoſing, them true: in relation to the 
preſent Conditions and Powers of: ſenkble things, J< were it unlaw- 


- oe —_ tul to ſtretch them unto Beings of another kind and nature (to Beings 
gud eſt nec bu- immaterial and infeaſible.) or to infer thence generally, that in the 
mm {ermone utmoſt poſſibility of things there is not any creative, or any ſelf-mo- 
us axriby per- VE POWer : Even as from the like Premiſes it would be vain to CON- 
cipi,nec humanis clude, that there be no other Beings ſubſiſtent . beſide thoſe which 
yer Cw ſtrike our Sek, or Shove Gamiolves by halle a ai ls like may: 
de Trin, cap.7. NEr, 1t cannot be reaſonable out of Principles drawn from ordinary Ex- 
nv perience, about theſe moſt low and peo clings to collect, that there 
3, &s #9 i-can be _no other kind of Unions, of DiftinQions, of Generations, of 
eacrv, au 5 Procefſions,than ſuch as our own groſs Senſe doth repreſent tous ; Rea- 
mages NON it 54 more eg ee phlge us x0 Rge that to iblimer VERe 
Or.37.de $p.$, tNEre Mo pertain modes or. Exiltence an 10n,  UMons and Ditince 
: , tions, Influences and Emanations of .a more high and 
F: > Hrribes gar bing jr nh perfect kind, ſuch as our coarſe Apprehenfion cannot 
diftum eft tamen tres perſune, no © adequate, .nor our rude Language expreſs ; which we, 
ut illud diceretur, ſed ne taceretur, perhaps, have no Factilty ubtile enough to CONCELVE 
Ang 66 1. $$ diſtintly, | nor can. attain any congruous Principles, 
Kveroy Grow 5% vor x5 ow from which ta, diſcourſe ſolidly about them : to jud 


ws Is Naz. Orat. 45. (4 of theſe things, if we will not againſt the Philoſo- 
: pher's Rule, prozexivey ds #Mo yuE-, ſhift kinds, or 
 .. uſe improper and impertinent Arguments, we muſt 

18: 2; IEP matte ny.) COmpare ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, fo as to'draw 
No ne pcs 7” Concluſions about Spirituals only from Principles re- 


vealed by God's Spirit, the ſole Maſter of Spiritual 
Science ; {0 alfo as to expreſs them not iv 2ſzcuTois av.9gwmis onpias Nogels, 


in terms deviſed by human Wiſdom, but in ſuch as the Holy Spirk bach 
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ſuggeſted ; for 444125-4v92wT0-, a man endowed merely with com- 
mon Senſe (or natural Reaſon) cannot dtxt0%1, Age or per- 
ceive thoſe things of God, which only the Spirit of God doth know, To 
improve and preſs which Conſideration farther, | 


i 
Vm——_—_— 


3. We may conſider the weakneſs and ſhortneſs of our Reaſon, even 
about things moſt familiar and eaſy to us; the little or nothing we by 
our utmoſt diligence can attain toknow concerning their intrinſick El- 
ſences, their Properties, their Cauſes'and manners of proquCtion. What 
do we more commonly hear, than earneſt*Complaints from the moſt 
indyſtrious Searchers of natural Knowledg concerning the great obſcu- 
rity of Natute, the difficulty of finding Truth, the blindneſs. of our. 
Mind, and impotency of ourReaſon ? ' And ſhould: they be ſilent, yer 
Experience plainly would ſpeak how difficult, if not impoſlible, it is ta 
arrive unto any clear and ſure knowledg of theſe common Objects ; ſee- 
ing the moſt ſedulous Inquiries, undertaken by the choiceſt Wits for 
above two thouſand Years, have ſcarce perhaps. exhibited one. unque; 
ſtionable Theorem in Natural Philoſophy, oneunexceptionable Maxim 
of Ethical Pridence 'or Policy ; all things ng ſtill expoſed, to doubt 
and Uiſpute, as they were of old, when firſt Admiration-and Curiolity 
did prompt men to hunt after the Cauſes of things ; the moſt however 
that after all our care and toil:we can perceive doth. not: exceed ſome 
faint Colours, - ſome, ſuperficial Figures, ſome groſs eftetts of things, Keys.2w ovt 79 
while their radieal Properties; -and their immediate Cauſes 'remain ine 97% © 
veloped, and debarred from our fight in unacceflable Darkneſs., Shall creg. Naz. 
wethen, who'cannor pierce into'the nature of a Peble, that cannot ap- 25 
prehend how a Miſhroom:doth-grow, that are baffled in, our Philoſo- 
phy about a'Grat,” br a Worm, debate; and decide (beyond what is 
taught us from:above) concerning the preciſe manner of ,Divine Ef- 
ſence, - Subfiſtence, or Gefleration? do (faith St, .;.1 
Chyyſoſtom ) eat "Meats, but how they are divided into _Beouale ive, ov 5 mis wes. 
Flegm, into' Blood, into TJaice, into Choler, T am igno-, .. NN Mo Ee} A els 
ras ; theſe things "which every day we ſee and taſte, we 5, dmgexte —_— ai Bugs 
do wot know; wd are we carions aboat the Eſſence of ew *Sioles &ſyotuly, v Th 
God ? Weare (as * Ariſtotle hirmſelf, no Dunce, no. ce mh he 
'Tdiot; doth confeſs). but Omwl-eyed, meos 7% Ty bon. . '+ arift, Met. a. 1. | 

QevepoTela nowwTror, i regard to things naturally ' moſt 


. - 


_ 


evident, and palpable ; and can we be ſuch Lyncew's, .as to ſee through 


» - 


the fartheſt Receſſes of Infinity ? Hardly (faith the Wiſdom of Solowon) Sap: 5: 13- 
ao we gueſs aright of things upon the earth, and with labour do we find the 

things that are before us ;' but the things that are in heaven, who hath 
ſearched out ? Yea, and the genuine So/omon himſelf, 1/aid. 1 will be Ecdeſ.7. 23. 
wiſe, bat it was far from me; that which is far off, and exceeding deep, 
who can fiud it out ? What-is more remote, what more profound, than 

God's Nature, who then can find it out? ſooner with our hands .may 

we touch the extreme ſurface of the Skies, ſooner with our Eyes, may 

we pierce to the Center of the Earth : So it is expreſly told to us in Job; 
Canſt thou by 'ſearching find out God ? canſt thou find out the Almighty to 199 "1+ 7- 
perfeftion? it is as high as heaven, what canſt thou do? aeeper than hell, 

what canſt thou know ? | - 


4; It may be conſidered, that we daily ſee and obſerve things, which, 
did not manifeſt Experience convince us of their being, we {hould be 
apt to disbelieye their poſſibility ; Senſe no leſs than Faith doth preſent 

os 
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us with ObjeAs, to bare Reaſon improbable and unconceivable ; 
that ſhould we attend to the Scruples injeQted thereby, we ſhould hard. 
ly take things for poſſible, which we hehold exiſtent ; we ſhould dif. 
truſt the greateſt Evidence of Senſe, and by our Logick put out qur 
Eyes. Who would believe, that, did he not every day ſee it; who can 
conceive how, altho he ſeeth it, from a little, dry, illfavoured, inſipid 
Seed thrown into the Rarth, there ſhortly would riſe ſa goodly a Plane, 
endewed with fo exa& figure, ſo fragrant ſmell, ſo delicate taſte, {0 
lively colour ; by what Engines it attrafteth, by what Diſcretion ic 


_ evlleth out, by what Hands'it mouldeth its proper aliment ; by what 


Artifice it doth elaborate 'the ſame ſo curiouſly, and incorporate it 
with it ſelf? What Virtue could we imagine in Nature able to 
digeſt an earthy Juice into the pelluad clearneſs of Chryſtal, in- 
to the invincible firmnefs of a Diamond 2 Who would not be an Infi- 
del, 'did not his ſight aſſure him of the Miracles atchieved by that blind 
plaſtick force, which without Eye or Hand doth frame ſuch varieties of 
exquifite Workmanſhip, unimitable, and far ſurpaſſing the skill of the 
greateſt Artiſt ? Thar a little Star, from fo vaſt a di in a mo- 
ment, ſhould make impreffon on our Eyes, repleni{hing with its Light 
or Image ſo ſpacious a Region all about it, were we bliad we ſhould 
hardly believe, we ſcarce could fancy : How, without knowing the Or. 


gans of Speech, or the'manner of applying them, without any care or 
. pain imployed by us, we ſo conform our Voice, as to expreſs what 


Word, what Accent we pleaſe; how we do this, or that we can do 


_ it, as it will confound our Thought to imagine, ſo it would ſtagger our 


1 Joh. 5, 10. 
1 Cor, I. 25» 


Faith to believe, did not our Conſcience perſuade us that we cag, and 


do ſpeak. It is ypon octaſion very commonly ſaid, Iſhould never have 
believed it, 'had 1 not ſeen it; and that men ſpeak ſo in earneſt, man 
ſuch Inftances deelare. Now if we can givecreditto our Senſe again 
the ſuffrage or ſcruple of our Reaſon in things not. ſo diſcoſted from 
our capacity of Knowledg, ſhall we not much more yield our Relicf 
unto God's expreſs Word 1n things ſo infinitely diſtant from it? 'If 
common Experience can ſubdue our Judgments, and compel us to. a 
belief of things incredible, ſhall our Reaſon 'demur at ſubmitting to 
Divine Authority ? If the diQtate of our Conſcience doth convince us, 
ſhall not we much more ſurrender tothe Teſtimony of God, who & 
greater than our Conſtience, -and knoweth all things ® If we do believe, be- 
cauſe we feerh'to know by ſeeing our ſelves; we ſhould rather believe, 
becauſe we furely know by hearing from God : for Senſe may deceive, 
us, and often 'needeth'corre&tion from Reaſon ; God' cannot deceive, 
and Reaſon often'is by him correQted: which leadeth me to a farther 
Conſideration; that | | = 


5. I he Propoſitions clearly delivered unto us by God himſelf, are 
upon many accounts more unqueſtionably true, mare credible than the 


Experiments of any Senſe, or Principles of any Science; whence if 


there happen to ariſe any ſeeming Conteſt between theſe, a precedence 
is due to the former, in derogation to the latter ; it is fat that we rather 
give our Eyes and our Ears, our Fancies and our Reaſons the lie, than 
any wiſe, by diffidence to his Word, put an affront on God; ( for to 
disbelieve him, is, as St, Johz telleth us, to give him the lie.) 
To wapov 78 Ks, the folly of God (as St. Paul ſpeaketh ; that is, the 
Points of Faith declared by God, which ſeem moft irrational, and 


croſs to the Decrees of Humane Wiſdom) is vpn Th awpomny, 


wiſer 
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wiſer than mer,"that is, more aſſuredly. conſonant to. real Truth, than 
our moſt undoubted Theorems of Science, and moſt current Maxims 
' 'of Policy. God is the Father of all Lights, both of that which imme: 
diately fhineth from Heaven, and of that which glimmereth here be- 
tow ; he is the Fountain of all Fruth, whether natural. or ſupernatu- 
ral: but his Light and his Truth he conveyeth into. us by manners, dif- 
ferent ; ſome Light ſtreameth direQly from him, other cometh oblique- 
ly, being refratted through divers mediums, or refleted from ſeveral 
ObjeQts upon us ; the firſt fort muſt needs be more bright, and more 
pure, ſhould be more powerful and. efficacious upon our Minds : the 
latter is often blended with material TinQtures, is weakned by the inter- 
ruptions/ it meeteth with, lofeth of its. purity and its. force by the ma- 
ny Conduits it paffeth through, by the many Shades it mixeth with. 
Obſervations of Senſe do often prove fallacious, and their not ever do- 
ing ſo, dependeth upon divers Conditions, a right temper .of the Or- 
gan, 4 fit diſpoſition of the  Medzam, a juſt diſtance of the Objett ; 
fo that Concluſions derived from them cannot be {o abſolutely certain, 
nor conſequently the Principles grounded on them: but Divine Reve- 
lation is not obnoxious to fuch Conditions ; as the DoCGtrines revealed 
are in themſelves ſimply true, according to the higheſt pitch of nece(- 
ſity, becauſe Supreme Wiſdom doth conceive them, and Truth it 
ſelf doth vent them ;. fo the manner of declaring them muſt be compe- 
tent, becauſe GoQ himſelf doth chuſe, and uſe 1t ; there plainly need- 
eth no more, than yielding an attentive Ear, and skill in the Language 
wherein they. are expreſled, to ſecure us from Error, and uncertainty Ad cetera ex- 
about them : So that well might St. Auſtin fay, that x other things our /,,7r I, 
ConjetFare is exerciſed ; but Faith alone doth es oar Mina. exon de roburs 

_ There have been thoſe, .you know, who have not only advanced #* «git, is 
Doubts concerning Propofations. atteſted to by cleareſt Senſe, and {> ng 
ferr?d by ſtrongeſt Diſcourſe ; but have ,by their argute Cavillations | 

bid fair to ſhake the Foundations of all Humane $- but TI never 
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heard of any, who believed a God to be, that di eſt the infallible 

Truth of his Oracles : Sogrates we may be fure (MF excellent Scholar 

aſſuring us) who was ſo incredulous, as to diſclaim all. Pore to . 

Wiſdom or Science, being Author of the famous Saying, Hoc tantym Amr. & 

ſcio ; yet greatly did rely upon Divine Significations, and Teſtimonies, | 

ſo deemed by him, and ſuch as he could come at ; alledging, that who . Ate i 

followeth the ConduQ of his.own Reaſon, inſtead of God's Dire&tion, v7 arte 

chuſeth a blind and ignorant. Guide, before one that beſt ſeeth, and 9« v2rewen 

knoweth the way : He, faith the * Hiſtorian, deſpiſed all Humane Con-"Y gt 

ceits in reſpett of God's Advice. | EouCenlay. 

* He that formeth the ee ( faith the P/almiſt ) ſhall not be ſee? he that vlal. gg. g. 

planted the ear, ſhall not he hear ? he that teacheth man kuowledg, ſhall not 

he know ? He that indyed. us with all our knowing Faculties, and pre- 

ſideth over us in the management of them, {hall not he ſupereminently 

know all that we can ? muft not they in reaſon continue ſubordinate 

to his DireQion ? Should they not always diſcern and judg under cor- 

re&tion by him, with an appeal and ſubmiſſion reſerved to his better 

Judgment? ' _ | 
I might adjoin, that the ObjeQt and the End (as well as the Author 

and the Manner) of Divine Revelation, dobh argue it to ſurpaſs all 

Reaſon, and all Senſe, in certainty and credibility ; for Senſe and Rea- 

ſon converſe wholly, or chiefly about Objetts material and mutable ; 

Revelation about immaterial and immutable things : They direCt us in 


Afairs 
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Afairs concerning this Tranſitory Life. This leadethfls toward Erer. 
nal Felicity ; to miſtake about thoſe ObjeQts, to muſcarry wn thoſe Af. 
fairs, is in it ſelf of little, in compariſon of no importance : but tg - 
judg rightly about theſe things, to tread ſafely in theſe paths, is of in- 
finitely vaſt concernment z a ſmaller competency therefore of Light 
and certainty might well ſuffice to the purpoſes of Reaſon and Senſe, 
but to Faith the greateſt degree of aſſurance is worthuly due, and ſeem- 
eth requiſite, But farther, 


6. Not only the conſideration of this Myſtery, but of all the Divine 
| Attributes, will in like manner extort from our feeble Reaſon the 
- John3.9- Queſtion of Nicodemus, How can theſe things be ? they will all of them 
equally puzzle our ſhallow Imagination, and baffle our ſlender Un- 
derſtanding : For who can -imagine, or underſtand, how God's' Im- 
menſity doth conſiſt with his perfe&t Simplicity ; or that without any 
parts he doth coexiſt to all poſſible extenſion of Matter ; being all here, 
and wholly there, and immenſely every where *? Who can apprehend 
his Indiviſible Eternity, or how all ſucceſſions of Time are ever pre- 
ſent to him, and ſubjeQ to his view ; ſo that he 1s not older now than 
he was when the World began, nor younger than he will be after in- 
numerable Ages are paſt ; ſo that he foreſeeth the moſt contingent E. 
vents, depending upon Cauſes in their nature arbitrary and indetermi- 
nate? Who can fancy, how out of mere Nothing, or out of extreme 
Confuſion and Indiſpoſedneſs the World could be created, and framed 
into ſo goodly order, by a mere aQ of Will, or by the bare ſpeaking of 
a word ? How without any diſtraQtion of thought he governeth Af 
fairs, attending to the infinite varieties of Thoughts, Words, and 
| Confeſſ.3.111. Ations occurring here; and 7ta carans unverſos tanquam ſingales, 
itz ſingulos tanquam ſolos, as St. Auſtin ſpeaketh? "How he is 
truly faid to reſolve and to reyerſe, to love and hate, to be pleaſed 
and prieved, all aaghout any real change, or ſhadow of alteration ? 
How he ſufferet y things to happen, which extremely diſpleaſe 
him, and which n eaſily hinder ; and doth not efte&t many things, 
which are much deſired by him, and very feaſible to his Power ? why 
to equal Men he diſtributeth his Gifts ſo unequally ; affording to divers 
abundant means of becoming happy, leaving others deſtitute of them ? 
What Wit of man can reconcile his infinite Benignity with his. moſt 
ſevere Decrees; or compoſe the ſeeming differences between his Mer- 
cy and his Juſtice ? Many ſuch Perfe&tions and Diſpenſations of God 
we mult ſtedfaſtly believe, becauſe my are plainly taught in Scripture; 

to diſtruſt them being to renounce Chriſtianity ; to deny them bein 
to raſe up the very foundations of our Religion : yet he that ſhall with 
his utmoſt attention of mind endeavour to conceive how they can be, 
or how they conſiſt together, according to our ordinary notions of 
things, and the vulgar meaning of words, applied by us to theſe infe- 
rior matters, ſhall find himſelf gravelled with innumerable ſemblances 
of contradiction, plung'd in depths inſcrutable, involved in Laby- 

rinths incxtricable. 

What in praQtice the Croſs of Chriſt was, a ſcandal to Jews (men 
/ ,  ., dull, but obſtinate, and invincibly poſſeſſed by vain Prejudices) and 
os Meg folly to Greeks (men of wit and ſubtilty, but overweeningly conceited 


«4755, 5 m- Of them) that in Speculation may a great part of Divine Truths be, 
Aguuey &- EAT pen Mtiyreiges B_ _ 
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| apt 


—— li 


; A Defence of the B..Trmity. | 471. 


tl ——— ——_—_— 


_— "_r 


apt to ſtumble-froward anerrager Men's but as there, ſo here, ble/- 
fſedvare they who are not ſcandalized ; whons nofond'Scruple, or haughty 
Conceit can. pervert: frorm readily embracing - all neceſſary Verities ;' 
ſackvare thoſs wepointed at;which if without extreme folly and impiety 
wecannot rejebt; 'or be diffident of, altho .furmounting our Conceit, 
and dazlingour-Reaſon ; then :upon the' fame account, with like faci- 
litp/we muſt-ſs6bmir our'Baith- to the DoArines concerning the B. 
Frimty,. ſtanding upon the ſame Authority.” 5 
— T3- v5 ade. oe eu 4a; F, ON Ys ye 
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1%. Laftly,.We may conſider and meditate-upon the total Incompre: 'E 38 aj 41- 


henkibility-of God in all things belonging tohim ; in his Nature, his _ 1g 
Attributes) his Dectees, this Works and Ways ; whichcall are full ofg,,2,0 mt 
depth; 'myitery; gnd :wonder.-!: God ##habiteth,. po; invteioo!, 2 Vighp 715. Chry!. 
mnacteſſible-c6 the dim and weak ſight- of. mortal yes; which mo mat 7 4,* 
buthſeei, cor ean'ſari:1 No wan: (as he told his Servant Moſer)! canife Exod.44.1., 
hes: face /(thervery-exteriour appearance: of him) izd- tive : He is- 4 
conſuming fire, that will-Tcorch, and devour ſuch as by-raſh Iriquifies Dcur. 4.24. 
apptoach too near him ther fight (tis ſaid)! of; the plory of the Lova, Exod.s4.17.” 
wias like devouring" fire in the-:ſight of the chilaren of Iſrael; "\Even thoſe 4 TS: 
ſpiritual Eagles, -the quick and ftrong-ſighted Seraphims, are: obliged meu 1 thrks: 
t0-cover their: fates, as not daring to.look upon, nor ableto ſuſtain! rhe Aus: 
falgour- of liis mmediate' preſence, the flaſhes of Glofy and Majeſty 11. 6. 2. 
iſſuing from his Throne : And the moſtillaminate 'Sectetaries of Hea« 

ven, unto whorn Sectets were difloſed, into which | Angels themfebves i ver. r. 12. 
were unbitions:to\pry, were fornetimesnonpluſt in contemplationof God% 

' Attributes and A&ons'; |being in their aſtoniſhment [forced to cry vn8 


6: $&9%@-- 'O the depth of the' riches of thr; wiſdom and-knowledg of Gb?! Rom. 11. 33. 
Even his Methods of exterior Providence! are 'inſcrurably''Myſters- 
ous37i his judgments are dv bviſx; ike: mexhauſtible' © Oe I; 
'Mines, to.the !bottom! whereof we cannot any wiſe - Pa | + On riliegns mt 
dig by: out inquiry. ; 'h#.ipaths are dviErxvinr, fo. ob- '3Jeg, if #3aviy omau'uy, x m- 
ſcore as notto be traced iby any footfteps of our Dif- mo Thu lu Segis 5 Greg. Naz. 
kourſe; his gifts are dvn2y1re, not to be-interpreted, =, 65, 0. te,” 
of Expreſſed by: our Language. And if all concerning  :;,,, ., OY 
:Golt be thus:immcomprehenſible, why ſhould any thing . rarer gs TY 
feom.intredible.?.' why:ourt iof ſo many unconceivable”.' agia dovuliCuor, d;a5w7/ m1 
\Myfteries.:do we :chuſe >ſome, reprobate others ?.. Raid RE Pu 
. -wherefore:do we iftretch'our Judgment 'heyond- its li- + TI. 
-mitsito things olinfinitely. exceeding it? Why do we ſuffer our Reaſon 
to be pragmaticah unjuſtly invading the Office not belonging thereto ; 

intrading into-things which it 'hath not ſeen,/nor can comprehend ; thoſe Col. 2. r8. 
ſtcrer chings which belopg #0.the Lord our God, and the'comprehenſion Deur. 25. 25. 
'whereof he hath reſerved unto himſelf ? al O1-59 4-70 
tori te $15. to Moms: | AG) | 950 | Tr 

' Theſe Confiderations may: ſuffice inſome manner to '' * Mura 38 tans diva iodrlu 
ſhew;rhatS.*Chrydſtow had reaſon toexctaim' ſo much (f/##, Free onog IN if 
againſt the madyeſs, as heſtileth it, of thoſe, who. do! mar @ ve © 
TOUT Eg ſuuovely TW S01y TB KS, Are bafily carionus1n ſpecula- Cogitemus ſt valemus, ſe non va- 
'H0% about the Eſſence of God;\faring, v0 idols Enocdig ms 49m: Aug. Sem. 5. 
"Az Noo peols, a1 ſubject Divint Myſteries to their own ' "51, 5 rrayni cudy enonaxie 37 
* Ratzocinations*: Al at'S. Buſil's Advice was 'wholeſom;)' tpdbelcrar woe avogomvy Cegviout 
uh TEIQHE oFaD 0 Ta REV, \ ot £0 be meddleſom abolht ou The, ieatrrlcv ronen 6gi- 

hings, about which Holy Scripture is ſilent: That * : 

another Antient Writer did fay no leſs truly, than Þ Zeno Veronent. 
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prettily, that in theſe matters curioſit as reum tf: actt, 90 peritum -1 we 
may eaſilier incur blame, than attain skill by nice mony into them ; 
that many of the Fathers do with great wiſdom dillike and diſſuade 

the ſearching T9 76, the manner of things being trne, 


Sag Heyy O- dmc; 3 ms or poſſible, as a ſuſpicious Mark, or a dangerous Mo- 


vet 98 Afyey. Expol, fid. apud 


Juſt. M. 


Rom. 12. 3+ 
1 Cor. 4. 6. 


x1 Per. 2 2, 
"'Exrmedvely- 


Job 4% &4- 


tive of Infidelity : that St. PauPs Rules, qgortiv tis 73 
| - ev@goveiv, #0 be wiſe ſo as withal to be ſober, and modeſt ; 
and 44 @povey ap 6 yiyeg-olal, wot fo conceit any 

| thing without warrant of Scripture ; are in this Caſe 

moſt eſpecially to be heeded : that, aecording to St. Peter's Admontti- 
on, we ſhould, as mew born babes (un eſled with any Notions 
or Fancies of our own) long for, and greedily ſuck in the ſincere milk 


of the word, not diluting it with baſer Liquors of Humane Device: 


that where God doth interpoſe his definitive Sentence, our Reaſon hath 
nothing to do but.to attend and ſubmit ; no right to vote, no licence-to 
debate the matter ; its Duty is to liſten and approve -whatever God 
ſpeaketh, to read and ſubſcribe to whatever he writeth ; at leaſt inan 


caſe it ſhould be mute, or ready to follow Job, ſaying, Behold, I 5d | 


wile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay my hand apon my mouth. In 


fine, The Teſtimony of God, with a ſufficient clearneſs repreſented to 
the Capacity of an honeſt and docile Mind ( void of all partial reſpeQss, 
and clear from. all ſorts of prejudice ;- loving Truth, and forward to 
entertain it ; abhorring to wreſt or wrack things, to uſe any fraud or 
violence upon any Principle, or grofnd of Truth) the Teſtimony of 
God, I ſay, fo revealed, whatever exception our ſhallow Reaſon: can 
thruſt in, ſhould abſolutely convince our Judgments, and conſtrain - 
our Faith. If the Holy Scripture teacheth us plainly, and frequently 
doth inculcate upon us (that which alſo the uniform 'courſe . of Na» 
ture, and the peaceable government of the World doth alſo ſpeak) 
that there is but One True God ; if it as manifeſtly doth aſcribe to the * 
Three Perſons of the Bleſſed Trinity. the ſame Auguſt Names, the 
ſame Peculiar CharaQers, the ſame Divine Attributes. ( efſental to the 
Deity) the ſame ſuperlatively admirable Operations of Creation and 
Providence ; if it alſo doth preſcribe to them the fame ſupreme Ho- 
nours, Services, Praiſes and Acknowledgments to be paid unto them 
all ; this may be abundantly enough to ſatisfy our Minds, to top ous 
Mouths, to ſmother all Doubt and Diſpute about this High and Holy 
Myſtery. It was exceeding Goodneſs in God, that he would conde- 

ſcend ſo far to inſtru us, to diſcloſe ſo noble a Truth unto us, to en- 
rich our Minds with that To vazgiyer i yamus, that moſt excellent 
knowledg of himſelf ; and it would be no ſmall Ingratitude and Unwor- 
thineſs 1n us any-wiſe to ſuſpe& his Word, *or pervert his meaning ; 
any-wiſe to ſubjeEt his Venerable Oracles to our rude Canvaſes and 
Cavils. In fine, The proper employment of our Mind about theſe 
Myr, is not to ſearch and ſpeculate about them, to diſcourſe flip- 


pantly and boldly about them ; but with a pious Credulity to embrace 
them, with all humble ReſpeQ toadore them. 


I have thus 02a in ſome meaſure to:defend the Outworks of 
the Orthodox ine concerning the Blefſed Trinity ; it was beſide 
my intent tq infiſt ſo long hereon, but the Matter did *@tAx409%!, was 
ſoattraQtive, that I could got wave ſhewing my ReſpeCt thereto. 
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I proceed now to. that which I principally deſigned, the propoſing 
briefly ſome praQtical Conſiderations, apt to excite us to the exerciſing 
our Underſtanding and AﬀeCtions upon thoſe wonderful Diſpenſations 
of Grace and Mercy, vouchſafed to us by the Holy Trinity, either 
conjunaly, or (as they x#7* oxorouicy are expreſied ) ſeparately. 


We firſt ſhould carefully ſtudy, and duly be affeRed with that gra- 
cious Conſent, and (as it were) Confedetacy of the Gloriots Three 
in deſigning and proſecuting our good ; their unanimons regent in 
uttering thoſe three mighty words of favour to Mankind, Faciathus, 
Redimamins, Salvemas, | &t us make Man out of nothing, let us recover 
him from Sin and Perdition, let us crown him with Joy and Salvation ; 
we ſhould, with grateful Refentments, obſerve them conſpiring to 
employ their Wiſdom in contriving fit Means and Methods to exert 
their: Power:in: effeQtual accompliſhment of what-was requiſite to the 
promoting of our Welfare, 'the reſcue of us from all Miſery, the ad- 
vancing us to the higheſt degree of Dignity, and inftating us in the 
moſt perfe& Condition of Happineſs of which our Nature is capable ; 
in proſecution of that gracious Deſign, which their joint Goodneſs had 
projected for us. More diſtinaly, . 


- 1; We ſhould ſet our Mirid on God the Father, before the Founda- 
tion of the World from all Eternity, pleaſing to forecaſt with himſelf 
the Creation of : us, and communication of -his own.Image to us ; en- 
dowing us with moſt excellent Faculties of Body and Soul ; ſubjeQin 
the viſible. World to our uſe and governance ;. placing us in a ſtate © 
great accommodation and delight ; permittingrus to fall, that he might 
raiſe us'toia higher and better Condition, reſolving to ſend his own 
- dear Son From bis Boſom to procure and purchaſe: the Redemption - of 

Mankind ;..preparing and Uiſpoſing the World for the reception of fo 
 Ereat a Morey, by a general teſtification of his Patience and Beneficence 
(giving ſhowers, and fraitful ſeaſons, and filling the hearts of mein with At. 14. 17. 
food and gladneſs) but more eſpecially by prophetical Promiſes, Predic- 
tions, and Prefigurations ; alſo ſuffering the generality of Mankind ſo 
t0 proceed in its ways, as might render 1t ſenſible of its Error and Un- 
happineſs, of the need and benefit of a Deliverance; then iz the ful-gy, ,. . 
_ of time, when the creature did earneſtly groan, and long for its re- gyg, g, ,.. 
covery from. vanity and ſlavery, aQually ſending ' his only Son, and 
clothing him with Humane Fleſh, that converſing with us, he might 
diſcover. to us: his gracious Intentions toward us, might confirm the 
truth thereof; by Miraculous Works, might inſtruQ us by his Heaven- 
ly DoQrineand Holy Life in our Duty, and the Terms of our Salva- 
tion ; then freely ; 4 ae him over unto Death, and accepting his 
Paſſion as a Sacrifice expiating our Sins, and meriting his Favour to- 
ward us: Then raifing him as he firſ# fruits from the*Dead, ſetting 
him at his right Hand, inveſting him with Authority to govern and 
ſave thoſe who ſincerely: would believe in him, and faithfully obey 
him ; alſo ſending and beſtowing his Holy Spirit to dwell in them, to 
conduQ,. confirm, and comfort them in the ways of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, Theſe, with manifold other intercurrent Paſſages of 
_ gracious Providence, aſcribed to' God the Father, we ſhould &riouſly 
mind, and ſo reſent, as to be raviſhed with admiration of his.Mercy ; 
to be enflamed with love of his Goodneſs ; to be poſſeſſed with grati- 
tude toward him ; to become thorowly devoted to his Service.” | 

Ppp2 2, We 
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2, We ſhould likewiſe mind the Bleſſed Son of God concurring with 
his Father in all his purpoſes of Love and Mercy toward us, in making 
all things, and ſuſtaining them by the word of his power ; but eſpecially in 
bis (toward the freeing us from the deſperate Miſeries, Corruptions, 
and Slaveries, into which we were plunged) aſſuming Humane Na- 
ture, leading therein a troubleſom and toilſom Life, for our benefit 


and inſtrution ; undergoing a bitter and ſhameful Death, for the a- 


tonement of our Sins, and reconciliation of. us to Divine Favour ; pur. 
chaſing great and precious Promiſes, procuring high and glorious Pri- 
vileges for us ; aſcending into Heaven to prepare us Manfgons of Bliſs; 
interceding for us with God, and pouring from above manifold Bleſ- 
ſings upon us : the aſtoniſhing Miracles of Goodneſs, of Wiſdom, of 


Condeſcenſion and Patience, diſplayed in. the management of which 


Undertakings for us, what Heart can well conceive, what'Tongue can 
utter ? What amazement ſhould it produce in us to conſider the bright- 
eſt efflux of Divine Glory eclipſing and ſhrowding it {If under 'fo dark 


. a Cloud of Mortal Frailty ; the moſt High ftooping into'the quality of 


ſo mean a' Creature ; the Firſt-born, and Heir Apparent of Heaven 
deſcending from his Throne of Eternal Majeſty, and. voluntarily de: 
rading himſelf into.the F pc of a ſervant, clad in Rags, worn wi 
Look and travel, expoſed to contempt and diſgrace ? 'To reflect upon 
the great Creator and Sovereign Lord of all the World, who reared 
the Heavens, and founded the Earth, who poſſeſſeth and upholdeth all 
things, needing himſelf a Shelter, pinched with Want, taking' Alms 
from his bar: os paying Tribute to his SubjeQs ; tocontemplate the 
Son of God willingly {tiling himſelf the Son of Men, really ſubjeQting 
himſelf to the Duties, the Neceſlities, the Infirmities| of Humane 
Nature ; ſuffering the coarſeſt Hardſhips, and extremeſt' Diſaſters * 
thereof; all this upon freeſt Choice, with full Contentment, and per- 
fect Submiſſion to ſo mean and ſo diſtaſtful a Condition. | 522976 


We may obſerve with how admirable Goodneſs he did vouchſafe to 
converſe with a froward Generation of Men, to inſtruct a ſtupid and 
indocile ſort of People, with all ſorts of Beneficence to oblige an Incre- 
dulous, Inſenfible, and Ingrateful Crew; with how invincible a Meck- 
neſs and Patience he endured the contradiition of ſinners ; the ſcornful 


| Reproaches, the wrongful Calumanies, the ſpiteful and cruel Uſages of 


the envious and malicious World ; being tothe higheſt tor ag de- 
ſpiſed, hated, maligned, and abuſed by thoſe whom he: had moſt 
highly honoured, moſt affeQtionately loved, and conferred the greateſt 


Favours upon, We may with aſtoniſhment contemplate that ſtrange 


Conteſt between Divine Patience, and Humane Wickedneſs, ſtriving 
which of them ſhould excel ; when we do peruſe and weigh thoſe e 
nigmatical Paſſages, God accuſed by Man of Blaſphemy, the Eternal 

iſdom.aſperſed with Folly, Truth it ſelf impleaded of Tmpoſture, 
eſſential Love made guilty of Miſchief, and ſupreme Goodneſs ftiled a 
MalefaCtor ; Infinite Power beat down, and trampled upon by Impo- 
tent Malice ; the Judg of all the World, the Fountain of all Authority 
and Right, Arraigned, Condemned, and Executed for Injuſtice ; the 
deſire 0 ol Nations rejetted by his own Country and Kindred ; the Joy 
of Paradiſe (whoſe lightſom 'Countenance doth cheer Heaven it ſelf ) 


almoſt overwhelmed with Grief, uttering lamentable Groans, tortu 
with grieyous Agonies ; the very Heart of God bleeding, and the ſole 
Author of Life expiring, booed 


* 


an We 
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We may farther ſtudy Jeſus with a hearty Compaſſion, and Tears 
ſhing from his inmoſt Bowels, pitying not theſe his own Sufferings, 
But for the Vengeance for them due and decreed unto his Perſecutors ; 
we ſhould mark him excuſing their Fault,” and praying for their Par- 
don; dying willingly for their Good, when he died violently by their 
Hand ; paſſionately deſiring their Salvation, when they maliciouſly 
procured his Deſtruction. Mas 
We ſhould mind all the AQtions of the Son of God, our Saviour, 
with the moſt wiſe Grounds, endearing Circumſtances, and precious 
Fruits of them ; his'Birth, Life, Death, ReſurreCtion, Aſcenſion, Interceſ- 
ſion; as containing Inſtances of the greateſt Charity and Humility poſ- 
ſible ſhewed unto us, as Arguments of the mans Love and Gratitude 
due from us: Mind them we ſhould moſt ſeriouſly, ſo as to be heartily 
affeted with them, ſo as toeſteem worthily the tranſcendent Honour 
done us by God aſſuming our Nature, and exalting us to a conjunftion 
with the Divine Nature ; ſas to be deep! ſenſible of our Obligation 
to ſo immenſe a Charity, that could do and ſuffer ſo much' for us, with- 
out any Deſert of ours, yea notwithſtanding our exceedinglybad Deſerts, 
our Rebellions and Enmities againſt him ; ſo as to deteft theheinouſneſs 
of our Sins, that needed ſo mighty an Expiation, that cauſed ſo hgrrid a 
Tragedy ; fo as not to neglect ſo great Salvation ſo frankly offered, (6 
dearly purchaſed for us ; not to fruſtrate the Deſigns of ſo unconceivable 
Love and Goodneſs, ſo as to obey readily ſo gracious a Maſter, to fol- 
low carefully ſoadmirable an wn 9 ; ſoas1n imitation of him, and 
for his ſake, to be meek, and humble in heart, and in deed, ſeeing he 
did ſo infinitely condeſcenid and abaſe himſelf for us ; to be patient and 
ſubmiſſive to. his Will, who ſtooped ſo low, and ſuffered fo much for 
us.; ſo as to bear a general affe&ion to Mankind, grounded like his, not 
upon any particular Intereſts, nor limited by any partial Reſpe&s, but 
extended freely, in real deſire and intention, toward all ; liberally to 
1npart the good things we poſſeſs, and patiently to brook the Croſſes 
we meet warh, and heartily to forgive the Offences done to us ; for that 
he freely did part wirh the greateſt Glories of Eternity, with the 
higheſt Dignities, and the richeſt 'Treafares of Heaven for our ſake; 
when we were enemies in our minds by wicked works, dead- in treſpaſſes 
and ſins, guilty of numberleſs grievous Offences againſt him, by his 


' © Blood redeeming us from Wrath, reconciling us to the Mercy and Fa- 


vour of God. 


'2. We ſhould alſo meditate upon the Bleſſed Spirit of God, with 
equal Goodneſs conſpiring, and co-operating with all the Purpoſes, to 
all the EffeQs of Grace, which conduce to our everlaſting Happineſs ; 
more eſpecially as the Repairer of our decayed Frames, the Enlivener 
of our dead Souls, the Infuſer of ſpiritual Light into our dark Rs, 
the Kindler of ſpiritual Warmth into our cold Hearts ; the Raiſer -of 
ſpiritual Appetite to Righteouſneſs, and the Reliſh of Goodneſs in our 

upid Senſes ; the Imparter of ſpiritual Strength and Vigour to our 
feeble Powers ; the Author of all Liberty, looſing us from Captivity 
under the Tyranny of Satan, from Vaſfalage unto onr own Carnal 
Luſts and Paſſions; from ſubjeRtion to a hard and imperious Law, from 
bondage to the Terrors of a guilty Conſcience : ' As him, that enableth 
us to perform the Duties, and accompliſh the Conditions required of 
us in drder to our Salvation, that qualifieth us to'be the Sons of God b 
his efftetual Grace, and aſſureth us that we are ſo by his _— E 

. D eſtimo- 
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Teſtimony ; as our ſure Guide inthe ways of Truth and Virtue ; our 
faithful Counſellor in all Doubts and Darkneſles ; our mighty Support 
and Succour in all Needs, in all Diſtreſſes; our :ready Guard againſt 
all Aſaults and Temptations ; our ſweet Comforter in all Sadnefſes and 
Afiions : Who doth infinuate good Thoughts, doth kindle holy 
Deſires, doth cheriſh pious Reſolutions, doth further 'honeſt Endea- 
vours in us: Who only doth inflame our Hearts with Devotion toward 
God; doth encourage, doth inable us 'to approach unto him ; doth 
x prompt us with fit matter of requeſt, and becometh Advocate for the 
good ſucceſs of our Prayers. 1 | 

We ſhould mind him as the Root of all good Fruits growing in us, 
or ſprouting from us ; the Producer of all good Habits formed in us, 
the Affiſter of all good Works performed by us ; the Spring of all true 
Content that we _—_ to whom our embracing the Faith, our continu- 
ing in Hope, our working in Charity, the purification of our Hearts, the | 
mortification of our Luſts, the ſanQtification of our Lives, the Salvation 
of our Souls are principally-due, are moſt juſtly aſcribed: As the Author 
and Preſeryer of ſo ineſtimable Benefits unto us, let us mind him ; and 
withal let us conſider him as condeſcending to be a loving Friend and 
conſtant Gueſt to ſo mean and unworthy Creatures; vouchſafing to 
attend over us, to converſe with us, to dwell in us, rendring our Souls 
holy Temples of his Divinity, Royal Thrones of his Majeſty, bright 
Orbs of his heavenly Light, pleaſant Paradiſes of his blisful Preſence ; 

* our Souls, which naturally are profane Receptacles of wicked and im- 
pure AﬀeCtions, dark Cells of falſe and fond Imaginations, cloſe Pri- 
ſons of black and fad Thoughts : As graciouſly ſtriving with us, ſtriv- 
ing to open and enter into our Hearts, barr'd againſt him by vain Con- 
ceits, and vicious. Inclinations ; ſtriving to reclaim us from the Sins 
and Errors into which we are wont heedleſly or wilfully to precipitate 
our ſelves ; ſtriving to make us, what in all duty and wiſdom we ſhould 
be, capable of Divine Favour, and fit for Everlaſting Happineſs : As 
enduring patiently manifold Diſpleaſures and Diſreſpects tromus ; our 
rude Oppoſitions againſt him, our frequent negleQs of his kind Admo- 
nitions ; our many perverſe Hnmours, wanton Freaks, wilful Miſcar- 
riages, and unworthy Dealings toward him. 

We ſhould'thus mind the Bleſſed Spirit of God, and be ſutably af- 
feted toward him; ſoas to be duly ſenſible and thankful for thoſe 
unexprefſible Gifts and Bleſſings indulged to us by him, ſo as to ren- 
der all Love and Reverence, all Praiſe and Glory, all Obedience and 
Service to him, eſpecially ſo as toadmit him cheerfully into our Hearts; 
yea, invite him thither by-our earneſt Prayers; to make fit preparati- 
ons for his Reception and Entertainment (by cleanſing our Hearts from 
all loathſom Impurities) to make him welcom, and treat him kind- 
ly, with all civil reſpeQ, with all humble obſervance ; not grieving and 
vexing him by our diftaſtful-Croſneſs and Peeviſhneſs, not tempting 
him by our fond Preſumption, or baſe 'Treachery ; not extinguiſhing 
his heavenly Light, and holy Fire by our foul Luſts, our damp Stupi- 
dities, our cold NegleQs, - our Negle&s to foment and nouriſh them by 
the food of devout Meditations and zealous Defires: So let us mind 
him, as to admit gladly his gentle Illapſes, to delight in his moſt plea- 

. {ant Society, to hearken to his faithful Suggeſtions, to comply with all 


his kindly Motions, to behave our ſelyes modeſtly, conſittently, and 
officiouſly toward him.” | THe EY 


Li 


C—_ 


———— 


* Thus 
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our Underſtahding, our Will, our AﬀeCtions upon the Blefſed Trinity, 
the Supreme of all things above, the Founder of that Celeſtial Society, 
into which as Chriſtians we are inſerted ; the Sovereign of that hea- 
venly Kingdom to which we are Subjects; the Fountain of all the 
Good and Happineſs we can hope for in that ſuperior State. To the 
performance of which Duty. there be' Arguments and Inducementsin- 
numerable-;”*tis the moſt proper and connatural Objet of our Mind, 
that for which it is fitteſt, and for which it was deſigned ; the beſt In- 
telligible, and infinitely moſt” Amiable 'of all things. Tis the moſt 
worthy and noble ObjeQ, the contemplation of which, and afteCtion 
whereto, will moſt elevate, moſt enrich, moſt adorn, moſt enlarge 
the Haperien, and moſt fatisfy the Appetites of our Souls: Tis the 
moſt {weet and pleaſant Obje&, wherein all Light, all Beauty, all 
PerfeCtion do ſhine ; the fight and love of which do conſtitute Para- 
diſe, and beatify Heaven it ſelf, Tis the moſt uſefal and beneficial 
Obje&t of our Mind, which will beſt inſtru& us in what it concerneth 
us to know, will moſt incite us to thoſe Duties which we are _ 
to perform, will be moſt efficacious to the begetting in us thoſe Diſpo- 
ſitions, which are indiſpenfably requiſite for the attainment, and: for 
the injoyment. of that Everlaſting Bliſs ; unto which that one Bleſſed 
Vaity, and. Glorious Trinity in 1ts infinite Mercy bring us all: To 
whom beall Glory, Honour, and Praiſe for ever. Amen. 
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Life preſent and future compared, 153. 
Life ( Preſent ) a State of Probation, $0. 
_ { Wicked) the Scandal and Danger, a 


Life. th H. Life, 456. 
Love. The. Power, 33. 
Love of our Neighbour, 2, 94, ellos DIET 


| Loving of God, The Duty, 'and Jy ors 
int, 116. 


the Bentfits 


M. 

MJ4rtyrdom, 332. 

Magiſtrates, 378, 379. 
Mercy of @bd in Pardon of Sin, 348, &c. 
_ All pretended Merit di ſclaimed, Jy 

6, 9, 58, 59, 60, 286, 287. 

Midraſh, or mySical Senſe in the Old Te- 
ſtament, the rg Jews conſtant. Be- 
lief thereof, 4 

| Miniſters of Ty Goſpel Their Charafter, 
and Titles,” 265, The Duty -of their 
Hearers, 261. The Influence of Mimni- 
ſfeers. Example: 272, 27 3. | 

Miracles, 194. 

Modeſty, bow preſerved by E ample, 23. 
what kind blawecable, 327. 

Monarchy, and. Democracy, 241. 


| Moſes's Example, 17, 18. The Power 


thercof. 


N. 
Ame. What ts { ronified Ra jt oy 
[thing in another's:Name, 15: 
All to:be done in Chrift's Name, ibid. 


| Name.. A good Name attended 47 being 


* Religious, 322. 
Necellity, and Chance, 72, © 
Novatians, and Pelagians ; their 'Preten- 


ſrons to PerfeRtion, and _—_ noted, 
297. 


| Opediec to God, 5” b Wy mnt 
Univerſal, 310. þ | 
Omniſcience of God, 350. 
Omnipreſence of God. The net on 
. Sin thence, 134. 
Oraination, 241,” &e.- | | 
H. Orders among "the Jews, ibid.) 
Original Sin, . 6, 50, KC. 4) toik 


- 215. The Delight, and 0 er Benefits, 


's\ 199, 196, 


| ednrained in the Third Yolume; | | 


—_ % 


9” R 
plies. Their State with reference to 
recerving Divine Grace, 4or, and 
whether ſuch Grace is conſ3Fent with the 
want of an Explicit Knowledg of Chriſt, 
and Faith in bim, 402. & inf 
Paſſion of Chriſt. ., The \infinite Merit 
thereof, . 395. The ſame foretold in 
the Old Teſtament, 4.23. 
Patience, and bow learnt, 97. St: Paul's 
Charader and Example, 17, 
Peace in Religion, 110. * 
Pelagians, 453. | 
Pentecoſt. The Feaſt, 449. bow obſerved 
by the Jews of old, 450. 
Performances to be judged by their Na- 
tures, not by contingent DIP voC. 
Perſecution, 332. / 
Perſeverance in Religion, 344. £545 
Pleaſures of the World. The Vanity, 
96, 145» 
Poor. God's peculit care of them, 371. 
Poverty. How born, 62. 
Power. Worldlj Power, the Chnratter of 
the: 4.406 1-4 | 
Power 0 in.God only eriginaly, and jents- 
any, 
Practices wa Religion frewed from Exam 
ples, 20. 
Prayer, 133. Its Poweh,o1, 02, What 
to pray for, 143, 134. Ade ring 
God alone in the Name of- Chriſt, 8 9 
The neceſſity of Prayer, 10, 11. 
Prayer, es "penefi againſt Diſconten, 
91. 
_ Prayer promoted by " Keeomtedy of our 
ſelves, 129, - 
Prayers. Wbence to be made for al Men, 
336. | 
Predeſtination, 375. 


Prejudice, 3235436, 

Preſumptuous PIT. 
.A ſaying of the Rabdink; 78. 

Pride, 299, ZOI, - 

Prieſts, 2.40. 'Or Prejly ers. , 

Profeſſion. Outward Profeſſi on on. u1a- 
vailable, 3,4 

Promiſes of the Go pet, 114, 183. 

Profanation of God's Name by 4 wicked | 
Life, 311, &EsE 55 

Prophecies and Types of Chriſt, 438. Ke. | 

Prophets. Antient Prophets, 2.68. 
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Propoſitions deliver'd by God, on many | 
accounts more credible than Experiments 


of Senſe, 468, 469. 
Proſperity of the Wicked, 78,142. . No 
— againſt Divine 'Phovidence, 


Property. The Miſeries, if without Vir- 


i 


Id made jor wk | 


Mm 


| 


þ 
| 
þ 
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| 


| Redemption by Chriſt, $ 


"Men (Rom, 12.19.) 303. 

Providence of God, 6, 7. Truſt Die 
289, 290. Vid. 56, 3.50. 
Providence -( Unſearchable ) 230. Infe- 
. rences thence, 2365, 2 37. 

Publick. What Duties to be publickly per- 
formed, 307, 308, 

Purgatory, 4 Fable, 76. 

ToPut on Chriſt ; the Explanation of the 
_ Phraſe in H. PV, 25. 


R Eaſon, of Ng things it is n0 compe- 
tent Judg, 465, 470. Not to be 
us'd in ſome things, were it more per- © 
feF, 466. Ts ſhortaeſs with reſped to 
things moſt familiar to us, 46%, 468. 
Ought to conſent to what the Scripture 
teaches, 472. 
Univerſal, 
399.-& in ſeq. The mighty love therein, 
Regeneration, 455, 
Rejoice Evermore, 1 Theſſ.5.16. 109; 
Religion, The Pradice whence eaſy, 110, 
189, 
Remiſſion of Sins, 168, Gc. | 
Repentance, 110. Danger of the Delay, 
61, '&Cs - | 
Reproach rmdergone by the knowledg of our 
febves, 129, The wain Fear of being re- 
proached for the ſake of Religion, 358. 
Reputation #11 Religmon, 32.2. | 
| Reſignation of the Will, vid. POOR: 


| Reſolution, 20, 128, 129. 


Retirement, 318. 

Revenge, and Love of our Enemies, $4, 
100, TOr, 126. 

Rewards ( Future )go. Deprees thereof./76. 


Riuhee 1 3; 185. how ained, with 
' theiv A 5 Dus, 2: oe : 


= Be not Righreone overmuth, Ecclef. 7.18. 


The * fooliſh Plex Jorne aſſume Yao 
thence, 346, 


| Acraments, 2 92. 
Sacrilege, 224. | oe 

Saints. The Power of their Example, 4 
Who ſo called, 310. ' 

Saviour of all Men, &c. 380.” What the, 
'Term Satuation implies, ibid. | 

Schiſmaticks, 242, &c.  * 

Scholars'\Calling, 218; & in ſeq. © 

Scoffing at Religion. 

H. Scriptures. The Rule of Faith - and 
Manners, 27. How they are tobe taught 
and beard. 233. Anearneft Exhortati-. 

. on 40 the ſtudy of them, and pradice, 
' 12:2, 271. and the duty of ſearching. 
Self-conceit. The Sin, 280, 


rue, 


Provide Things honeſt in the ſight of all 


| _ confidence and Complacence, 289, 


90. 
Self ; IEF 293, 
Self- 


A Table of T Things, 


or Chief Matters, Cc. 


gelf-Love. The Kinds of it, 125. and 
how to:be avoided, 302. 

Gelf- Praiſe, 4nd. thinking of our ſelves, 
300, 3O1« 

Self-Will, 291, 

Servants of Chriſt, who, and hy. 2:3; 

Shame #n Sn, 166,167, 331, 333+ 

Sin. | The Miſery, 93. 

Sincerity,. 159. 

Singularity. Fear of Imputation thereof 
in Matters of Religion, me the Foll g 
342, 343- | 

Sloth, 171, 

Society. The Good thereof, 298. 

Societies flouriſh by ace of Reli- 
gion, 322. 

Socinians, 453: 

Solomon. The Account of bts Wiſdom, 
220, &Cc. 

"Ss. Their Do@rines, and Example, 


Soul of Man. Motions thereof wy order- 

04, 1345 135; Tbe Duty and Neceſſity | 
of caring for the Soul, 236, CC. 

SouP's. A@1vity, 11, _ 

H. Spirit of God, 398. 45 o and Gifts, 
452» 

Spiritual Guides,and Governors, 238,CC. 

Sufferings of Chriſt i in the old Teſtament, 
I 32. 

Sufferings of Os 37» 38, 39+ 


Synods. 
T. 
9 i Alents, Their Improvement, 211. 
"Teach us to number our. days, 
Pal. XC. 12.—136, The ful _ ] 
tance of the Words. 
Temperance, '189. | 
Temptatiane, 36. ls curred; 45 "Y 
Thankſgiving, LI b, $8. 
Things above, what meant thereby 1m 
CDI 3.2; 463, $7 
Thoughts, 121, 182, how they work on | 
the Aﬀedions, Il, Government of the 
Thoughts, 136. | 
Time. Improvement thereof, 157,178: 
The Wiſdom therein, ibid. 


Times. (Good and Bad ) Yo 
the the Tongue, 


| 
| 


Trinity. The Glorious T rinity [the St | 
Objedt of our Faith," tho'above onr Rea. 
Jon,. 464. . Our Underſtanding and Af- 
fedtions to be employ'd in the contempla- 
tion of it, whether conſider'd conjuntt- 


ly, 473- 0r ſeparately, 473— 
Truſt. God, Ao ES ROgo 


Truth, Diſcovery thereof. 408, 

Types ( Antient.) and Prophecies, whence. 
it pleaſed Almighty God to. make uſe of | 
them, 436, 437+ 


Ain-glory, 297. VE 
Virtue attained by Induſtry, and 
HT from it, 187, 206. 


| Virtue and ice. The apr oy. of the 


former with relation to this Life, as well 
as the next, 178, 179. 
Union with Chriſt, 26, &c. 
Unity. Church Unity, 249. | 
uſe. Popular Uſe, no good Argument of 
Truth or Right; 327. 
W. 


| Wy Atchfulneſs, 120. | 
How the Will of God our SanCti- 
fication, 40. \ 
Will. Freedom: thereof, 2% a6. 
Will. Submiſſion to the Divine Will, 34; 
&C. 40. | 
Be wiſe as Serpents, Mat.10.16. 
Wiſdom, 187. How attained. + 
Wiſdom of God, 46. 
Wiſdom. Worldly Wiſdom, 346. 
World. © A Charader of this World, 78, 
139. - 
World's Creation» and Harmony, declare 
the D5vine Providence, 350. 


' Worldlymindedneſs, 74, 143...4n Oc 
 ceaſionof Diſcontent, 94. 


346, 


| Works. Rewards bereafter according to 


them, - 368. 
| worlip. The Publick Worſhip of Amigh 
ty God, 307. ' + | 


Y. | 7 
| Youth, and Old Age, 126, 127% com- 
pared with regard to Religions Pras 

Tice, _ 


| * Tongue. Government 
$999 Cog i 
Tradition. Univerſal Tradition, 242. 
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